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Thursday,  4th  February,  1864. 

In  conformity  with  the  Proclamation  of  His 
Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  members  elect  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly met  together  in  the  Legislative  Chamber,  at 
twelve  o’clock,  when  the  usual  oaths  were  admi- 
nistered by  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  viz. : Hon.  M.  B.  Almon,  Hon.  J.  H. 
Anderson,  and  Hon.  A.  Keith. 

On  the  conclusion  ot  these  proceedings,  the 
members  adjourned,  and  re-assembled  at  two 
o’clock,  when  a Message  was  received  from  the 
Legislative  Council  from  His  Excellency  the 
Administrator  of  the  Government,  requesting 
their  attendance.  On  presenting  themselves  be- 
fore His  Excellency,  they  were  directed  to  return 
to  their  Chamber  and  choose  a Speaker. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  propose^  that  J.  C. 
Wade,  Esq  , be  the  Speaker  of  the  House.  He 
alluded  to  the  long  service  of  that  honorable  gen- 
tleman in  the  Assembly,  and  his  claims  on  the 
party  that  supported  the  Government. 

Hon.  Sol.  General  seconded  the  nomination 
with  some  remarks  ot  a similar  purport. 

Th^re  being  po  opposition  offered,  Mr.  Wade 
was  unanimously  elected  Speaker. 

The  Haus^then  presented  themselves  before 
His  in  the  Council  Chamber,  who 

ap  roved  of  their  choice  as  Speaker,  and  then 
opened  the  Session  with  the  following 

SB  JE*  ZK2  3E3  O SI  „ 

Mr.  President,  and  Honorable  Gentlemen  oj  the 
Legislative  Council : 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  jjie  House  of 
Assembly : 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  you  in 
Parliament,  where,  I feel  assured,  your  exer- 
tions will  be  unceasing  to  maintain  the  honor 
and  advance  the  interests  of  this  highly  favored 

Province. 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Assembly : 

The  Public  Accounts  will  be  submitted  for 
your  inspection,  without  delay. 

The  Estimates  fo'  the  ensuing  year  will  be 
prepared  with  the  utmost  regard  to  economy, 
consistent  with  due  provision  for  the  public 
Bece88ities. 


You  will  be  glad  to  find  that  our  Exports  dur- 
ing the  past  year  have  very  much  exceeded 
those  of  1862,  and  that  although  a material  re- 
duction was  made  in  the  advalorem  duties,  the 
revenue  of  1863  largely  exceeds  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding or  any  former  year,  leaving  a consider- 
able surplus  in  the  Treasury  after  meeting  the 
demands  of  the  public  service. 

Mr.  President,  and  Huno  able  Gentlemen  of  the 
Legislative  Council : 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
AssembJy : 

I gladly  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of 
congratulating  you  and  the  people  whom  you 
represent,  upon  the  signal  success  which  has  at- 
tended the  efforts  made  to  place  this  Province 
in  a creditable  condition  in  connection  with  the 
local  defence  of  the  country. 

• The  patriotic  manner  in  which  the  great  body 
of  the  people  have  responded  to  the  call  upon 
them  for  Militia  drill,  and  the  remarkable  pro- 
gress made  in  acquiring  a knowledge  of  Mili- 
tary movements,  affords  the  most  conclusive 
evidence  that  this  Colony  fully  appreciates  the 
advantages  of  British  connection,  and  is  both 
willing  and  able  to  raise  an  effective  arm  in  its 
own  defence,  in  any  emergency | which  may  at  he. 

I have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  you  will  make 
such  provision  for  this  important  branch  of  the 
Public  Service  as  will  enable  your  Volunteers 
and  Militia  to, maintain  that  prominent  position 
among  the  BriU  h American  Provinces,  which, 
in  thte  respect,  they  now  occupy. 

The  importance  of  consolidating  the  influence 
and  advancing  the  common  progress  of  the 
three  Maritime  Provinces,  whose  interests  are 
so  closely  identified,  has  for  some  time  attracted 
a large  share  of  public  attention,  and  I propose 
to  submit,  for  your  consideration,  a proposition, 
in  which  the  co  operation  of  the  Governments 
of  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island 
will  be  invited,  with  a view  to  the  union  of 
the  three  Provinces  under  one  Government  and 
Legislature. 

The  correspondence  and  negotiations  in 
which  the  Government  have  been  engaged 
during  the  recess,  in  reference  to  a proposed 
survey  for  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  will  be 
laid  before  you. 

The  traffic  on  our  Railway  has  steadily  in- 
creased during  the  past  year,  and  committed  as 
we  now  are  to  these  public  improvements,  I 
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hope  to  be  able  to  submit,  at  an  early  day,  a 
proposal  for  such  an  an  extension  of  the  existing 
lines  as  may  render  them  more  generally  use- 
ful and  still  more  productive. 

You  will  be  called  upon  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  providing  an  improved  mode  of  tran- 
sit between  St.  Peter’s  Bay  and  the  Bras  D’Or, 
demanded  by  the  increasing  business  of  that 
section  of  the  Province. 

The  time,  I think,  has  arrived  when  inc  eas- 
ed provision  should  be  made  and  improved 
Legislation  adopted  for  the  wider  diffusion  of 
Education  among  all  classes  of  the  people,  and 
your  aftention  will  shortly  be  invited  to  a mea- 
sure having  that  object  in  view. 

You  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  great  ac- 
tivity has  been  exhibited  throughout  the  year 
just  closed,  in  mining  enterprises,  a large  num- 
ber of  new  leases  for  coal  mines  having  been 
taken  out,  and  the  yi  Id  of  gold  being  nearly 
double  that  of  the  previous  year.  Amendments 
in  the  laws  relating  to  these  valuable  public  re- 
80  rces,  suggested  by  increased  experience, 
will  be  brought  under  your  notice.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  subject  and  closely  allied  to  it, 
you  will  be  asked  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
authorizing  a Geographical  Survey  of  the  Pro- 
vince. 

Under  the  Legislation  of  last  Session,  Agri- 
cultural Exhibitions  were  held  in  the  Eastern 
and  Western  Districts  of  the  County,  and  I am 
happy  to  be  a;  le  to  state,  with  highly  satisfac- 
tory results.  Some  alterations,  however,  in  the 
existing  Enactments  on  that  subject  will  be  pro- 
posed for  your  consideration,  in  the  hope  that 
still  greater  stimulus  may  be  given  to  the  cul- 
ture of  the  soil,  the  improvement  ot  the  stock, 
and  the  advancement  of  the  textile  manufac- 
tures of  the  Province. 

A Bill  to  provide  for  the  proper  Registration 
of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  a subject  of 
very  great  importance,  will  be  brought  under 
your  notice. 

Proposed  alterations  and  amendments  in  the 
laws  connected  with  the  Post-office  and  Reve- 
nue Departments  will  be  brought  under  your 
notice. 

The  correspondence  between  the  Imperial 
Government  and  this  Colony,  respecting  the 
due  investigation  of  Ship  wrecks  taking  place 
on  the  coasts  ot  this  Province,  will  be  laid  be- 
fore you  with  a measure  providing  for  mar  time 
Courts  of  Enquiry. 

Our  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  Almighty  God 
for  the  continued  peace  and  prosperity  we  have 
enjoyed  during  the  past  year,  marked  as  it  has 
been  by  an  abundant  harvest,  a successful  fish- 
ery, an  expanding  trade,  and  the  increased  de- 
velopment of  our  great  mineral  resources. 

On  returning  to  the  House,  the  Speaker 
said : “ I have  deferred  until  now  making  my 
acknowledgments  to  the  House  for  the  honour  it 
has  conferred  upon  me  in  electing  me  to  the 
high  and  responsibl  situation  of  Speaker.  It 
now  becomes  my  duty  to  offer  you  my  most 
grateful  thanks  for  the  distinguished  honor  you 
have  done  me,  after  a service  of  thirteen  years 
in  the  Assembly  as  the  people’s  representative. 
I can  assure  you  that  my  best  energies  will  be 
devoted  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  office — to 
advance  the  public  business  with  regularity  and 


despatch,  and  with  the  strictest  impartiality. — 
In  maintaining  the  order  and  dignity  of  the 
House,  I shall  require  your  assistance,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  I shall  receive  it  on  ail  occa- 
sions. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  Hon.  Atty.  General  proposed  H.  C. 
D.  Twining,  Esq.,  as  First  Clerk,  which  was  se- 
conded by  the  Hon.  Solicitor  General,  and  pass- 
ed unanim  usly. 

The  Hon.  Atty.  General  then  proposed  J. 
G.  Tobin,  Esq.,  for  the  office  of  Second  Clerk.  A. 
G.  Archibald,  Esq  , moved  in  amendment,  that 
A.  James,  Esq  , be  elected  Second  Clerk.  The 
original  motion  was  carried  37  to  14. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  moved,  and  Hon.  Sol. 
General  seconded,  the  nomination  of  Edward  A. 
Pike  for  the  situation  of  Sergeant-at-Arms 

Mr.  John  Locke  nominated  Mr.  Joyce,  the 
late  officer,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Robert- 
son. 

The  result  of  the  balloting  showed  85  votes 
for  Mr.  Pike  and  16  for  Mr.  Joyce. 

Mr.  Richardson  Harris  was  proposed  by  the 
Atty.  General  for  the  office  of  Assistant  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, and  there  being  no  other  candi- 
date named,  Mr.  Harris  obtained  the  office. 

Atty.  General  then  moved  that  the  Rev.  J. 
C.  Cochran  be  Chaplain  of  the  Honse,  which  was 
seconded  by  A.  G.  Archibald,  Esq.  Both  the 
mover  and  seconder  referred  in  terns  of  com- 
mendation to  Mr.  Cochran’s  former  term  of  chap- 
laincy. The  motion  was  unanimously  carried. 

John  Fitzgerald,  ou  motion  of  the  Atty.  Gene- 
al,  seconded  by  A.  G.  Archibald,  Esq,  was  re- 
appointed messenger. 

Mr.  Kaulback,  of  Lunenburg,  introduced,  pro 
forma,  a bill  to  amend  Chap.  46  of  the  revised 
statues,  of  County  Assessments. 

ANSWER  TO  THE  ADDRESS  MOVED. 

Mr.  S.  Macdonnell  then  moved  the  answei 
to  the  Add  ess.  In  the  commencement  of  his 
remarks  he  expressed  his  pleasure  in  being  able 
to  refer  in  flattering  terms  to  the  prosperous 
condition  of  the  country,  and  the  state  of  the 
revenue.  Notwithstanding  that  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislation  the  ad  valorem  duties 
were  reduced  from  12|  to  10  per  cent.,  there 
was  a large  increase  in  the  ai^hAfc^duties 
collected  during  the  year  over  the  preceomg  one, 
contrary  to  the  anticipations  of  the  late  Finan- 
cial Secretary,  who  in  his  e timate  for  the  past 
year  allowed  for  a falling  off  in  the  revenue,  ow- 
ing to  such  reduction.  As  a further  index  to 
the  advancing  prosperity  of  the  country,  the 
public  wcfuld  learn  with  pleasure  that  the 
amount  of  exports  for  the  past  year  exceeds  that 
of  the  previous  one  by  about  a million  dollars. 
In  reference  to  the  Militia  Mr.  Macdonnell  stated 
that  in  connection  with  this  laudable  and  neces- 
sary movement,  it  was  satisfactory  to  know  that 
nearly  40,000  men  have  undergone  military 
training  during  the  year  just  past ; while  the 
militia  returns  show  the  number  of  acting  and 
commanding  officers  to  be  at  present  no  less 
than  2,000. 

As  to  the  Union  ot  the  Maritime  Colonies, 
contemplated  in  the  speech,  Mr.  Macdonnell 
contended  that  a uniformity  in  the  tariffs,  which, 
if  effected,  must  necessarily  conduce  to  the  mu 
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tual  benefit  of  those  Colonies,  could  never  be 
accomplished  until  such  union  took'  place.  In 
speaking  of  the  Railroad  he  said  that  the  in- 
creasing productiveness  of  the  road  strongly  re- 
commended its  extension  to  Pictou ; that  the 
country  would  be  glad  to  learn  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  road  for  the  last  year  exceed  those  of  the 
previous  by  $10,000,  and  those  of  the  first  year 
the  road  was  in  operation  to  Windsor  and  Truro, 
by  $41,000.  Mr.  Macdonnell  stated  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  the  question  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  road  to  Pictou  should  be  disposed 
of,  and  he  hoped  that  the  whole  House  would 
lend  its  cordial  support  to  a bill  for  the  imme- 
diate construciion  of  the  road. 

On  the  subject  of  education  he  said  he  was 
glad  to  find  this  important  subject  mentioned  in 
His  Excellency’s  address.  He  charged  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  country  with  an  omission  of 
duty  in  failing  for  many  years  past  to  make 
a sufficient  or  additional  provision  for  the  bet- 
ter advancement  of  Education,  and  hoped  that 
before  the  close  of  the  present  session  something 
would  be  done  to  ameliorate  the  educational 
system  of  the  Province.  While  all  other  sub- 
jects received  increased  legislative  and  provi- 
sional attention  and  aid,  our  educational  system 
had  remained  for  years  intact,  and  the  school 
grant,  notwithstanding  the  rapid  and  large  in- 
crease in  our  population,  had  for  a long  time 
remained  stationary — thus  proving  that  the 
facilities  for  educating  the  people  instead  of  im- 
proving, tend  to  the  opposite  direction. 

He  expressed  his  gratification  at  the  fact  that 
the  amount  of  gold  raised  from  our  gold  fields 
during  the  year  just  ended  had  more  than  doub- 
led the  amount  raised  within  the  preceding 
year,  as  well  as  the  revenue  derived  from  this 
source  ; also,  that  within  he  year  ended  no 
fewer  than  one  hundred  applications  were  made 
for  gold  mining  leases.  Mr.  Macdonnell  spoke , 
of  the  necessity  of  passing  a law  providing  for 
the  Registration  of  Births,  as  much  hardship  and 
litigation  arise  from  the  want  of  such  records. 
In  conclusion  Mr.  Macdonnell  repeated  his  ex- 
pressions of  gratification  at  the  satisfactory  con- 
dition of  the  Province,  and  read  the  following 


To  His  Excellency  Major-General  C.  Hastings 
Doylb  Administrator  of  the  Government,  and 
Commander-In-Chief  in  and  over  Her  Majesty’s 
Pri  vince  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  its  Dependencies, 
Sc  \,  &o.,  &c. 

May  it,  please  You  Excellency, — We  Her  Ma- 
jesty’s Commons  thank  your  Excellency  for  the 
Speech  with  which  your  Excellency  has  been 
p!eared  to  open  this  Session  of  Parliament,  and 
aeeure  your  Excellency  that  we  shall  endeavour, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  to  maintain  the 
power  and  advance  the  interests  of  the  Pro- 
vince. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  the  Public  Ac- 
counts, and  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  Esti- 
mate for  fcbe  public  service  will  be  prepared  with 
due  regard  to  economy 

The  increase  of  our  exports  and  revenue  for  the 
past  year  affords  us  much  satisfaction  as  an  indi- 
cation ot  the  continued  improvement  in  the  fin- 
ancial affairs  of  the  Province. 


We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  patriotic 
response  of  the  people  to  the  demand  upon  them 
for  Militia  drill,  and  their  attention  to  that  duty, 
has  been  such  as  to  merit  the  approval  of  your 
Excellency,  and  we  will  not  fail  to  make  such 
provision  for  self  defence  as  the  occasion  may 
seem  to  demand. 

Any  proposition  calculated  to  increase  the  in- 
fiuf-nce  and  advance  the  interests  of  the  three 
ma;itiine  Colonies  will  receive  our  best  consider- 
ation. 

The  correspondence  touching  a proposed  Sur- 
vey for  the  Intercolonial  Railway  will  receive 
our  attention. 

The  increase  in  the  traffic  in  our  Railway  is 
very  gratifying,  and  we  will  carefully  consider 
any  proposal  to  extend  the  existing  lines  (or  the 
purpose  cf  increasing  their  productiveness  end 
rendering  them  more  generally  useful. 

The  propriety  of  providing  an  improved  mode 
of  transit  between  the  Bras  D?Or  and  St.  Peter’s 
Boy  will  be  duly  considered. 

We  are  much  pleased  to  learn  that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  increase  the  provision  for  extending  the 
bless  ngs  of  Education  among  all  classes  of  the 
people,  and  any  measure  intended  to  improve 
the  existing  laws  relating  to  that  important  sub- 
ject will  not  fail  to  obtain  ou  thoughtful  con- 
sideration. 

The  incr  ased  activity  exhibited  in  developing 
our  mineral  reso  rces  is  a so  r e of  much  satis- 
faction, and  we  will  be  most  happy  to  aid  in  ef- 
fecting such  amendments  in  t e existing  laws  as 
may  be  reqi  ired  to  fa  ilitate  such  operations, 
and  will  readily  consider  the  propriety  of  autho- 
rizin  -’:  a Geological  S rvey  of  the  Province. 

It  is  a °at:sfaction  to  know  that  the  efio'ts  to 
advance  the  Agriculture  of  ihe  country  by  means 
of  Exhibiti  on0,  we  e a tended  with  advantage, 
and  we  will  he  glad  to  co-operate  in  any  means 
taken  to  advance  a b anch  of  industry  upon 
whirh  the  prospe  ity  of  all  classes  so  Wgely 
depends. 

Any  me  sure  providing  Jo"  the  proper  regis- 
tration ofb  rths,  ma  ri  ge  and  deaths,  w 11  meet 
w th  he  attention  so  import  nt  a question  de- 
serves. 

The  p orosed  clteratTou  in  <he  laws  relating 
to  Revenue  Depa  tment  md  the  Post  Office  will 
secure  due  con  Tde  aton. 

The  ca  re  p ndence  bewte  n the  Trace' ial  Go- 
vernment nd  Colony  u on  t e subject  of  ship- 
wrecks wi  h he  means  providing  for  Maritime 
Courts  of  Enquiry  will  be  duly  eoatidered. 

We  d sire  to  'h  »nk  Aim  ghty  God  for  the 
bles  iugs  of  continu  d peace  we  have  enjoyed 
du  i°g  the  pa  t year,  and  the  success  which  has 
crowned- alike  th  i labors  of  th  j hu  bradmen,  of 
the  6\h  rmen,  a id  of  th  >se  er.ga.ed  in  develop- 
ing th?  grcaL  m neral  resources  of  the  Province. 

Mr.  Hill  said  that  it  was  with  much  pleasure 
that  he  arose  to  second  the  address  in  reply  to 
the  speech  of  His  Excellency,  which  had  been 
so  ably  handled  by  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down.  It  was  not,  however,  his  intention  to 
enter  into  a minute  review  of  the  speech,  but 
merely  to  take  a cursory  glance  at  the  leading 
propositions,  which  we  had  a right  to  believe 
would  be  the  principal  subjects  of  the  Session. 
In  looking  over  the  address,  he  found  there 
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▼are  four  most  important  proposals  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature,  and  which  were  so 
intimately  blended  one  with  the  other,  that  the 
passing  of  one  measure,  founded  upon  good  and 
safe  principles,  as  a matter  of  necessity  lead  to 
the  others.  The  first  of  these  was  the  extension 
of  railways,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  if  any 
measure  should  be  laid  before  the  House  that 
would  be  of  general  benefit  to  the  Province,  it 
would  meet  with  that  serious  att  ntion  which 
the  subject  justly  demanded.  The  extension  of 
Railways  naturally  led  to  immigration,  which 
is  so  desiratle  to  the  Province,  standing,  as  she 
does,  almost  unrivalled  in  her  mineral  resources, 
and  second  to  none  in  her  Agricultural  and  Hor- 
ticultural productions.  With  a large  increase  in 
her  population,  arising  from  immigration,  the 
mind  naturally  turned  to  the  educational  sys- 
tem, which  is  a disgrace  to  the  Province.  Let 
the  masse  8 have  education,  and  you  break  down 
those  petty  local  prejudices  which,  for  want  of 
learning,  they  cling  to  »ith  a pertinacity  that  no 
pursuasive  powers  can  remove.  The  next  lead- 
ing question  was  the  union  of  the  three  maritime 
provinces,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward’s 
Island,  and  Nova  Scotia.  If  that  could  be  con- 
summated, he  thought  it  would  in  a great  mea- 
sure do  away  with  a great  deal  of  that  party 
spirit  which  prevails,  and  more  particularly  that 
spirit  of  retaliation  which  manitests  itself  by  the 
removal  of  subordinates  from  office.  There 
was  no  doubt,  he  thought,  that  the  Government 
would  meet  with  opposition,  but  he  trusted  that 
it  would  be  able,  with  that  unanimity  of  spirit 
whieh  he  thought  prevailed  in  the  House,  to 
maintain  the  honor  and  ^dvance  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  country. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  two  o’clock 
next  day. 


Friday,  5th  Feby. 

THE  ANSWER  TO  THE  ADDRESS. 

The  House  met  at  2 p.  m , and  the  Address  in 
answer  to  the  Speech  was  immediately  taken  up, 
read  clause  by  clause,  and  finally  passed  with- 
out any  opposition. 

Mr.  Archibald,  who  was  riot  in  the  House 
when  the  Address  was  being  disposed  of,  arrived 
just  after  it  passed,  and  expressed  surprise  that 
st  had  been  pressed  through  in  so  hurried  a 
manner.  He  had  no  idea  that  it  would  be  taken 
up  before  3 o’clock. 

Provincial  Secretary  said  he  did  not  an- 
ticipate any  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  have  opposed  it,  but  he  contemplated 
making  some  observations  upon  certain  clauses 
of  it  when  the  same  were  read.  It  seldom  hap- 
pened that  the  Governor  of  this  Province  had  an 
opportunity  to  offer  congratulations  upon  so  ma- 
ny evidences  of  prosperity  as  presented  them- 
selves at  the  present  time  — His  Excellency  had 
spoken  of  the  increase  in  the  Revenue  in  1868 
compared  with  1862,  and  had  referred  to  thej 
traffic  on  the  railway,  and  the  swelled  receipts*1 
in  the  same  period,  and  had  made  mention  of 
the  great  activity  that  had  been  exhibited 
throughout  the  past  year  in  mining  enterprises. 
He  had  referred  to  the  large  yield  of  gold  and 
the  increased  development  of  the  coal  mines. — 


The  latter  was  an  important  interest,  compared 
with  which  the  gold  mines,  as  rich  and  exten- 
sive as  they  were,  sunk  into  utter  insignificance. 
The  indications  of  prosperity  pointed  to  in  the 
Speech  certainly  afforded  good  cause  for  congra- 
tulation, and  he  was  glad  that  the  government 
had  an  opportunity  of  imroducing  such  into  the 
Speech.  He  could  not,  however,  help  referring 
to  the  contrast  between  the  condition  of  the 
country  at  the  present  time  and  in  I860  When 
the  Government  in  that  year  framed  the  Speech, 
they  were  constrained  by  the  position  of  affairs 
to  speak  of  the  extraordinary  burthens  that  the 
country  was  bearing,  the  deficiencies  in  the  re- 
venue, and  the  necessity  that  existed  for  strict 
observance  of  the  principle  of  economy.  This 
picture  was  drawn  by  the  same  hands  that  pain- 
ted the  one  exhibited  in  the  Speech  that  had  on- 
ly yesterday  been  delivered  to  the  house.  The 
men  that  drew  the  dismal  picture  of  the 
condition  of  the  country  in  1860  were  the 
same  that  drew  the  bright  and  cheering  one  that 
has  just  been  presented.  He  might  point  to  the 
state  of  affairs  in  I860,  to  show  the  condition 
of  the  revenue  when  the  late  Government  came 
into  power,  and  to  that  of  the  present,  as  indica- 
ting a different  state  of  things  when  the  present 
Executive  took  possession  of  the  reins  of  admin- 
istration. He  felt  bound  to  congratulate  the 
country  upon  its  present  condition  and  future 
prospects,  and  if  credit  were  due  in  any  quarter 
for  this  consummation,  a large,  a very  large 
share  ought  in  justice,  be  awarded  to  the 
men  who  had  overcome  the  peculiar  difficulties 
that  beset  the  country  for  the  past  four  years, 
paid  all  demands,  and  were  enabled  to  hand  over 
a large  surplus  revenue  to  their  successors. 

Mr.  Archibald  then  went  on  to  refer  to  the 
several  subjects  contained  in  the  Speech,  and  to 
express  his  hopes  that  they  would  be  dealt  with 
energetically  and  ( onsis  ently  with  the  public 
int  rests.  He  was  pleased  to  discover  that  the 
government  had  in  contemplation  to  introduce 
some  few  measures  which,  if  presented  in  a 
practical  form,  would  recommend  themselves 
to  this  house  and  the  country,  and  to  such  the 
opposition  would  give  an  honest  and  candid 
support  There  never  was  Mtome  in  the  history 
of  this  country  more  favoran^RSr  dealing  with 
the  important  subject  of  education  than  the  pre- 
sent, and  it  was  a matter  in  which  the  province 
was  deeply  concerned,  as  the  last  census  returns 
showed  that  there  were  a large  number  of  the 
population  that  could  neither  read  nor  write 

He  could  not,  however,  express  his  approval 
of  the  very  indefinite  manner  in  which  the  sub- 
ject of  Railway  Extension  was  referred  to  in  the 
Speech.  He  did  not  think  it  was  possi 
ble  to  understand  from  the  terms  of  the  Speech 
in  what  direction  the  Railway  was  to  be  extend- 
ed— whether  Nor  h,  East,  or  West.  He  could 
not  think  that  this  was  the  p oper  mode  in  which 
this  important  question  should  be  treated  by 
gentlemen  who  were  sustained  by  a large  majo* 
ity,  and  had  about  nine  months  in  which  to  de- 
liberate and  mature  plans.  They  ought  either 
to  have  told  the  house  they  were  not  prepared 
to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  railways,  or 
given  something  definite  on  the  subject.  The 
manner  in  which  it  which  it  was  introduced  look- 
ed like  speculating,  with  a view  of  discovering 
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what  kind  of  a measure  could  be  carried  through  The  hon.  gentleman  then  read  the  clause  r°- 
the  house.  Being  called  to  take  the  helm  of  specting  the  Intercolonial  Railway  from  the 
affairs  under  the  circumstance's  they  were,  hav-  Speech  delivered  % 1863,  and  co  eluded  by  re- 
ing  the  confidence  of  the  country  and  the  sup-  iterating  his  satisfaction  at  the  promises  held 


port  of  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  house,  and  having 
since  June  last  to  deliberate,  the  government 
ought  surely  to  have  matured  a clear  and  unhe- 
sitating railway  policy. 

He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  question  of  a 
Union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  was  alluded  to 
iu  the  speech.  It  was  a subject  of  moment  and 
had  never  yet  received  the  attention  of  the 
house.  The  question  had  sprung  upon  the 
country  with  rapidity,  and  he  was  pleased  that 
a measure  was  promised  relating  to  it. 

He  hoped,  in  conclusion,  that  the  gentlemen 
present  would  approach  the  consideration  of 
public  questions  without  personal  animosity, 
and  never  forget,  whenever  they  differed  with 
one  another,  those  proper  courtesies  which  best 
became  the  dignity  of  debate.  Whatever  dif- 
ference might  be  felt,  it  should  be  a difference 
in  respect  to  principles  only. 

Hon.  Pr.ov.  Secretary  said  that  he  would  be 
doing  injustice  not  only  to  his  own  feelings  but 
to  those  of  the  Government  of  which  he  was  a 
member  if  he  refrained  from  tendering  his  thanks 
to  the  hon.  leader  of  the  Opposition  for  the  very 
handsome  and  frank  terms  in  which  he  had  ex- 
pressed himself  in  respect  to  the  public  business. 
The  remarks  of  that  hon.  gentleman  were  a 
greater  guarantee  of  ^the  spirit  in  which  the 
legislation  of  the  House  would  be  conducted 
than  any  numerical  majority  that  might  be 
possessed'  by  the  Government.  The  present 
Opposition,  composei  as  it  was  of  gentlemen  of 
recognized  ability,  had  it  fully  within  their  pow- 
er if  they  chose  to  exert  it,  to  retard  the  public 
business  in  a manner  most  detrimental  to  the 
public  interests. 

Having  said  this  much  with  respect  to  the 
frank  manner  in  which  the  leader  ot  the  Oppo- 
sition had  expressed  himself,  he  (Dr.  T.)  would, 
for  a single  moment,  refer  to  a criticism  which 
that  hon.  gentleman  had  made  with  respect  to 
the  terms  in  which  the  subject  of  Railway  Ex- 
tension v>  as  referred  to  in  the  speech.  If  refer- 
ence was  made  to  the  parliamentary  history, 
not  only  of  this  Province  but  of  the  mother 
country  as  well,  it  would  be  found  that  the  lan- 
guage used  in  respect  to  the  several  subjects 
was  as  definite  as  is  customary.  It  should  be 
the  du  y of  any  gentleman  charged  with  the 
preparation  of  a speech,  to  use,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble. such  terms  as  might  commend  themselves 
to  the  general  sentiments  of  all  par  ies  compo- 
sing the  Legislature,  and  not  to  adopt  too  confi- 
dent or  determinate  a tone.  He  was  glad  to 
have  under  his  hand  a precedent  which  the  hon. 
leader  of  the  opposition  must  respect,  for  it  was 
his  own.  It  was  well  known  that  the  late  Go- 
vernment had  a clear  and  definite  policy  with 
regard  to  the  Intercolonial  Railway ; that  they 
sent  several  delegations  to  forward  it,  and  adop- 
ted certain  principles  and  views  with  re  peci  to 
this  great  national  as  well  as  colonial  project. 
Now  if  reference  was  made  to  the  Speech  in 
which  the  proposed  legislation  was  referred  to 
by  the  late  Government,  it  would  be  found  fra- 
med in  a similar  style  to  the  paragiaph  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester. 


out  by  a gentleman  of  the  ability  and  industry 
of  the  hon.  leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  Archibald  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
ment contemplated  the  Railway  to  Pictou,  or 
that  to  Canada. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  answered  the  hon.  gentle- 
man that  they  would  not  withhold  their  policy 
till  the  18th  April,  as  did  the  late  Government. 

Some  explanations  took  place  in  respect  to 
an  omission  of  a paragraph  in  the  printed  copy 
of  the  Governor’s  Speech  ; it  had  been  inad- 
vertently omitted  in  the  manuscript  copy  sent 
to  the  Queen’s  Printer. 

At  half-past  3 o’clock,  p.  m.,  the  members  pro- 
ceeded to  Government  House  to  present  the 
answer  to  His  Excellency’s  Speech. 

On  their  return  a committee  was  appointed  to 
select  the  standing  committees.  A petition 
from  Mr.  Lewis  Smith  against  the  return  of 
Mr.  Allison,  was  presented.  The  House  then 
adjourned  till  next  day. 


Saturday,  February  6. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

The  Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  laid  on 
the  table  a despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Newcas- 
tle , containing  the  news  of  the  birth  of  a Prince. 

A committee  was  appointed  to  join  a commit- 
tee of  the  Legislative  Council  to  prepare  an  ad- 
dress to  Her  Majesty  on  that  subject. 

Voluminous  correspondence  in  reference  to 
the  tenure  of  office,  which  had  passed  between 
Lord  Normanby,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and 
the  Provincial  Government,  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble and  afterwards  read. 

The  following  list  of  Standing  Committees 
was  reported  up  by  the  Revising  Committee : — 

Committee  of  Privileges — Attorney  General, 
Archibald,  Solicitor  General,  S.  Campbell, 
McFarlane.  Locke,  Pryor. 

Public  Accounts — Jost,  McLelan,  Longley,  G. 
S.JBrown,  E.  L.  Brown. 

Education — Prov.  Secy.,  Archibald,  Shannon 
S. ’Campbell,  Dr.  Brown,  Caldwell,  Jas.  McDon- 
ald. 

Agriculture — McFarlane,  Blackwood,  McKin- 
non, Parker  Hill,  Hamilton,  Smyth. 

Fisheries — Financial  Secy.,  Ross,  Kiham, 
Robertson,  Slocomb,  Baieom,  Robichau 

Post  office — Sol.  General,  Coffin,  Hatfield,  Hef- 
fernan,  Bourinot,  Blanchard,  Hamilton,  Annand, 
Colin  Campbell. 

Mines  and  Minerals — Bourinot,  S.  Campbell, 
McFarlane,  Miller,  Slocomb,  Ross,  Tobin. 

Navigation  Securities — Robichau.  Locke,  C.  J. 
Campbell,  McLelan,  Whitman,  Moore,  McKay. 

Trade  and  Manufactures — Tobin,  Annand, 
Financial  Secretary,  Coffin,  Cowie,  James  Fra- 
ser, Bill. 

Railways— Killam,  Locke,  Tobin,  Blanchard, 
D.  Fraser,  Archibald,  Kaulback. 

Law  Amendments — Archibald,  Shannon,  S. 
Campbell,  S.  McDonnell,  Miller,  Kaulback,  J. 
McDonald. 

Humane  Institutions — McLelan,  Dr.  Slocomb, 
Allison,  Coffin,  Lawrence,  King,  James  Fraser. 
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Private  Bills — Shannon,  Jno.  Campbell,  Law- 
rence, Blackwood,  Donkin,  S.  McDonnell, 
Pryor. 

Penitentiary — Hill,  Heffernan,  Cowie,  Parker, 
( 'kurehill,  McKay,  Allison. 

City  of  Halifax  Bills — Pryor,  Blanchan 
Donkin,  Annand,  Miller. 

Indian  Affairs — McKinnon,  Ross,  Bill,  Kc 
bertson,  Smyth,  C.  J.  Campbell,  D.  Eraser. 

Land  Damages — G.  S.  Brown,  Whitman, 
Balcom,  Churchill,  King. 

Contingencies — Financial  Secretary,  Parker, 
Hatfield. 

Crown  Lands — S.  McDonnell,  Blanchard, 
Whitman,  Miller,  Moore,  G.  S.  Brown,  J.  Camp- 
bell. 

Reporting  and  Printing-- Sol.  Genl,  Longley, 
Provincial  Secretary,  Locke,  Tobin,  Annand, 
Caldwell. 

Militia--VrjOT,  Parker,  Jost,  Heffernan,  Sol. 
General,  Blanchard,  Colin  Campbell,  Bourinot. 

Mr.  Caldwell  proposed  that  Mr.  C.  J.  Camp- 
bell be  put  on  the  Committee  of  Mines  and 
Minerals. 

Some  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  propriety  of 
appointing  gentlemen  engaged  in  mining  opera- 
iors  to  the  committee.  The  majority  seemed 
to  think  that  it  was  preferable  that  no  one  should 
be  appointed  who  was  interested  in  such  opera- 
tions. The  committee  was  accordingly  left  as 
it  was  reported  up. 

The  Sol.  Gen’l  submitted  a copy  of  the  joint 
address  to  Her  Majesty. 

The  Prov.  Sec’y  laid  on  the  table  a lengthy 
correspondence  on  the  subjectof  the  Intercolonial 
Railway,  the  reading  of  which  occupied  about 
an  hour. 

Mr.  Tobin  and  other  gentlemen  advocated 
the  printing  of  this  correspondence. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec,  in  answer  to  an  enquiry, 
stated  that  this  correspondence  contained  all 
the  information  in  the  possession  ot  the  Gov- 
ertment  respecting  the  railway. 

He  then  laid  on  the  table  the  Provincial  Sta- 
tutes as  revised  by  the  Commission  appointed 
last  year.  He  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  be- 
ing able  to  present  the  Statutes  in  such  a shape 
as  the  House  could  at  once  take  them  up  and 
deal  with  them. 

A Committee  was  appointed  to  revise  the 
rules  of  the  House,  namely — Provincial  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Archibald,  Solicitor  General,  Mr 
Blanchard,  Mr.  Tobin,  Mr.  Stewart  Campbell, 
and  Mr.  Bourinot. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  3 o’clock,  on 
Monday- 


Monday,  8th  February,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  three  o’clock. 

Mr.  Blanchard  asked  for  certain  returns  of 
articles  imported  into  this  Province,  free  of 
duly,  for  the  army  and  navy. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Atty.  Gen’l  the  bill  for 
the  consolidation  ot  the  Statutes  was  read  a se- 
cond time. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
bill.  Some  desultory  discussion  took  place  on 
the  wording  of  several  clauses,  and  a few  amend- 
mants  were  made. 


THE  REVISED  STATUTES.  . 

Dr.  Hamilton  thought  there  must  have  been 
a good  many  errors  in  the  last  Revised  Statutes, 
or  they  would  not  again  require  a revision. 
The  Index  to  the  first  edition  was  a very  bad 
one,  in  the  second  edition  is  was  better,  but 
there  was  still  great  room  for  improvement. 
Lega  1 gentlemen  were  not,  in  his  opinion,  the 
be3t  persons  to  revise  Statutes.  A lawyer 
would  occupy  two  or  three  sheets  with  what  a 
layman  would  state  in  half  a sheet.  The  House 
had  an  inst  nee  of  that  the  other  day.  The 
Sheriff  of  Shelburne  returned  a man  in  five 
words,  another  Sheriff,  who  happened  to  be 
a lawyer  occupied  two  or  three  pages  in  doing 
the  same  thing.  Speaking  of  legal  gentlemeh, 
he  was  reminded  of  an  anecdote  he  had  once 
heard.  A man  had  cut  down  an  oak  tree,  and 
an  action  for  damages  was  brought  against  him. 
The  lawyer  made  out  the  declarati  n charging 
him  with  clandestinely,  wilfully,  and  maliciously 
cutting  away  the  tree,  and  finally  charged  him 
with  cutting  and  carrying  away  twenty  thousand 
spruce  trees,  twenty  thousand  maple  trees, 
twenty  thousand  hemlock  trees,  twenty  thous- 
and pine  trees,  and  twenty  thousand  other  trees. 
When  the  declaration  was  served  on  the  man, 
he  said,  “ I cut  one  great  big  oak  tree,  sartin.” 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Blanchard  thought  that  any  gentleman 
who  tried  to  make  the  Statutes  so  plain  that 
every  farmer  in  the  land  could  understand  them, 
would  find  that  he  had  assumed  a Herculean 
task.  If  the  hon.  member  for  the  North  Riding 
of  Kings  would  recollect  that  every  amendment  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  was  an  amendment  of  the 
laws,  as  all  the  Statute  Law  was  embodied 
in  them,  he  would  not  be  surprised  th  t they 
were  so  often  amended.  The  duty  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  Revising  the  Statutes  was  not  so 
much  to  simplify  as  to  consolidate  the  Statutes  — 
He  invited  any  gentleman  in  the  House,  whether 
of  the  legal  profession  or  not,  to  offer  any  sug- 
gestions < r amendments.  Any  suggestion  from 
the  hon.  member  from  the  North  Riding  of 
Kings  would  receive  attention. 

Dr.  Hamilton  observed  that  very  few  of  the 
Members  had  examined  the  statutes  caretully. 
They  were  read  over  pretty  rapidly  by  the  clerk, 
and  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  carefully  to 
consider  their  purport  while  they  were  being 
read.  Some  of  them  contained  a hundred  clau- 
ses and  upwards,  and  how  was  it  possible  for 
him  or-anv  one  else  to  give  them  careful  consi- 
deration while  being  hurriedly  read  oyer.  The 
best  way  was  to  tie  all  the  Statutes  up  in  a bun- 
dle, and  say  the  House  passed  them. 

Hon.  Provl.  Secretary  remarked  that  per- 
haps he  should  have  explained  to  the  hon  mem- 
ber for  the  North  Riding  of  Kings,  that  the  pre- 
sent revision  was  rendered  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  a large  number  of  the  last  edition  be- 
ing destroyed  by  fire.  He  knew  not  where  a 
single  copy  of  the  Revised  Statutes  could  now 
be  obtained.  It  was  very  important  that  not 
only  legal  gentlemen,  but  lay  gentlemen  who 
had  legal  minds  adapted  to  perceive  where  va 
luable  amendments  and  improvement  • could  be 
made  should  aid  in  the  revision  of  the  statutes. 
He  took  this  opportunity  of  apologizing  for  not 
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haring  furnished  each  Member  with  a copy  of 
the  last  edition  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  He 
would  have  done  so,  but  he  knew  not  where  to 
obtain  them. 

Hon  Sol.  Gen. — Nora  Scotia  was  the  first 
Colony  under  the  Crown  to  revise  the  Statutes. 

When  a copy  of  the  first  dition  was  handed 
to  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England  he 
spoke  very  highly  of  it  bo  far  from  being  filled 
with  verbiage,  it  was  highly  and  creditably 
spoken  of  in  the  British  Parliament.  In  England 
they  have  been  endeavouring  for  half  a century 
to  revise  their  laws,  but  have  not  succeeded  yet 
- — so  difficult  has  the  ta  sk  been  found.  Although 
misunderstandings  did  occur  in  the  construction 
of  our  Revised  Statutes,  that  did  not  prove  that 
the  work  was  not  well  done.  That  volume 
with  which  all  laws  should  correspond  was  read 
by  learned  gentlemen  who  were  capable  of  ap- 
preciating and  knowing  the  value  of  language, 
and  yet  so  differently  was  it  construed  that  there 
were  fifty  or  sixty  different  religions  in  the 
word,  all  taking  their  opinions  from  the  one 
book.  Punch  said  that  every  man  is  supposed 
to  know  the  law  except  the  twelve  judges  at 
Westminster.  It  is  a fiction  of  law  that  every 
man  is  supposed  to  know  the  law.  Who  re- 
duced our  laws  to  a system  ? The  lawyers 
themselves.  Now  we  have  a volume  easily  ac- 
cessible and  quite  intelligible.  We  find  that 
even  in  the  science  of  medicine  there  are  great 
improvements  Large  doses  of  medicine  are 
not  so  frequently  given  as  formerly.  Homoe- 
opathy is  now  m a great  measure  in  vogue.  It 
is  found  now  that  a vial  of  medicine  can  be  pour- 
ed into  a stream,  and  that  water  can  be  taken 
from  the  stream  five  miles  away  and  make  a 
very  good  dose.  (Laughter  ) 

Mr.  S.  Campbell — These  remarks  as  to 
lawyers  come  with  a very  bad  grace  from  the 
medical  profession.  Prescriptions  are  not  al- 
ways written  in  g od  plain  English,  and  often 
can  hardly  be  said  to  be  in  good  Latin.  I have 
seen  prescriptions  the  hieroglyphics  attending 
which  are  enough  to  frighten  a sick  man  into  the 
grave.  (Laughter.)  The  hon  member  from 
the  North  Riding  of  Kings  has  referred  to  the 
old  la  guage  of  the  declarations.  The  length 
of  them  has  been  considerably  changed  by  the 
action  of  lawyers  in  this  house,  and  who  have 
been  in  it,  and  their  fees  have  been  considerably 
diminished  in  consequence. 

Mr.  Archibald. — Any  thing  that  can  be 
done  to  make  the  law  more  clear  should  be  a- 
d pted,  At  the  same  time  there  is  an  incon- 
venience in  making  a law  too  brief.  What 
you  gain  m space  you  are  apt  to  lose  in  preci- 
sion. We  have  had  the  honor  ot  presenting  a 
model  which  the  Imperial  Parliament  them- 
selves are  desirous  to  lollow. 

FRANCHISE  BILL. 

Mr  Jost  made  a few  remarks  which  were 
almost  inaudible  in  the  gallery,  but  seemed  to 
refer  to  the  Franchise  Bill  of  last  Session,  of 
which  he  was  understood  to  -express  his  disap- 
proval. 

Hon.  Prov.  Seg’y. — I suppose  it  will  be  con- 
sidered incumbent  on  the  Government  to  give 
some  expression  of  opinion  with  regard  to  this 
Bill.  I can  easily  understand  why  there  should 


be  an  anxiety  on  the  part  of  new  members  to 
know  the  opinion  of  the  Government  with  re- 
gard to  it.  The  Bill  is  not  one  which  is  to  go 
into  operation  to  morrow.  Under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, it  will  be  four  years  before  a general 
election  is  held  under  it.  In  the  meantime,  the 
people  themselves  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  working  of  the  proposed  machinery. 
I need  not  tell  the  House  of  the  strenuous  oppo- 
sition which  I gave  this  Bill.  The  objectiona 
which  I made  to  this  measure  are  familiar  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country.  It  is  very  well 
known  that  while  a portion  of  the  Bill — that  por- 
tion which  we  chiefly  objected  to,  and  which 
provided  that  the  Bill  should  go  into  immediate 
operation — was  defeated  in  the  upper  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  a very  decided  majority  of  that 
Branch  gave  their  firm  and  unqualified  adhesion 
to  the  law  as  it  is  now  on  the  Statute  Book. 
The  Government  cannot,  if  they  would,  shut 
out  that  fact  from  their  consideration.  It 
has  ocburred  to  the  Government  that  it  would 
be  better  to  let  the  law  go  to  the  country  as  it 
is,  and  let  the  objections  to  it  develope  them- 
selves. If  the  objections  are  such  as  that  the 
law  should  be  repealed,  the  House  will  hear  it, 
and  hear  it  no  measured  tones 

Dr.  Hamilton  was  not  in  favour  of  the  ma- 
chinery proposed  for  the  Bill.  He  had  seen  too 
much  of  it. 

Mr.  Jost  was  not  disposed  to  give  his  assent 
to  the  measure. 

Mr.  Archibald — The  honble  Prov.  Sec’y 
says  that  he  expects  that  there  will  be  difficul- 
ties in  working  the  law.  I do  not  think  that  the 
position  of  the  hon  and  learned  gentleman  on 
this  question  is  just  that  which  he  should  take 
I take  it  that  the  policy  ot  the  Government 
should  be  either  to  repeal  the  law  and  return  to 
universal  suffrage,  or  else  to  introduce  another 
measure.  The  difficulties  to  which  he  alludes 
are  hose  with  which  he  should  cope.  If  the 
machinery  is  not  what  it  should  he,  let  him 
provide  other  machinery.  He  is  hardly  dealing 
with  the  law  as  he  should  deal  with  it.  He  is 
not  in  tbe  habit  of  speaking  with  bated  breath 
of  the  policy  he  intends  to  pursue.  I therefore 
hope  that  I may  draw  the  inference  that  it  is 
not  the  serious  intention  of  the  Government  to 
repeal  the  Bill.  I am  glad  that  the  first  gentle- 
man who  has  risen  to  speak  on  this  subject  has 
said  that  he  is  not  pledged  to  universal  suffrage. 
If  the  government  or  any  gentlemen  think  that 
they  can  improve  the  machinery  of  the  Bill,  I 
will  cordially  aid  them  in  doing  so.  If  the  Go- 
vernment are  desirous  of  still  further  elevating 
the  franchise,  they  will  find  no  difficulty  on  this 
side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Churchill — I hope  that  a large  majority 
of  the  House,  as  well  as  a large  majority  in  the 
country,  are  of  one  mind  with  regard  to  this 
Bill,  that  to  continue  it  on  the  Statute  Book 
would  be  one  of  the  most  unpopular  acts  that 
could  be  done.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends it  is  a gutter  bill,  and  the  sound  of  it  echoes 
from  one  end  of  the  Province  to  the  other.  It  is  a 
Bill  which  every  man  feels  ought  not  to  have  been 
framed  as  it  was.  It  was  framed  for  a motive, 
not  to  elevate  the  franchise,  but  for  another  mo- 
tive. But,  sir,  it  did  not  answer  the  motive,  but 
it  answered  another  purpose.  And  now  are 
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gentlemen  so  blind  as  to  continue  the  law, — 
have  they  not  heard  enough  on  the  subject  1 The 
country  feels  deeply  on  the  matter,  and  is  wait- 
ing to  know  what  the  Legislature  will  do.  I for 
one  am  ready  to  repeal  this  law . There  are 
many  gentlemen  who,  having  attained  to  some 
position  in  society,  do  not  like  to  see  others  en- 
joy the  same  privileges  with  themselves.  But 
what  gentleman  is  there  here  who  would  not 
gladly  receive  a vote  from  the  meanest  of  Her 
Majesty’s  subjects  ? 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  wished  to  know  what 
was  the  position  ot  the  Government  on  the  mat- 
ter. 

Hon  Pitov  Sec.  stated  that  he  thought  he  had 
already  explained  as  clearly  as  possible  the  views 
of  the  Government.  He  thought,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  it  would  be  wrong  to  take  up 
two  or  three  weeks  in  putting  a new  act  on  the 
Statute  book.  It  was  preferable  to  allow  the 
country  to  have  a full  opportunity  of  considering 
the  act,  and  testing,  ts  provisions.  He  denied 
that  we  ever  had  Universal  Suffrage,  in  the  real 
sense  of  the  term,  in  this  country  ; it  was  a suf- 
frage qualified  by  a long  residence,  and  thorough- 
ly guarded  by  certain  useful  restrictions.  He 
pointed  to  the  class  of  men  returned  to  the  Le- 
gislature as  an  evidence  that  the  extended 
franchise  had  not  acted  prejudically  to  the  pub- 
lic interests. 

Mr.  A.  Archibald  contended  that  the  men 
who  were  best  qualified  to  govern  were  those 
who  hadfa  real  interest  in  the  country  where  they 
lived.  The  men  who  were  now  in  the  Legisla- 
ture had  many  more  difficulties  to  contend 
against  under  the  system  of  Universal  Suffrage, 
than  if  they  had  run  their  elections  under  the  law- 
passed  last  session.  He  pointed  out  that  a simi- 
lar bill  in  New  Brunswick  worked  most  satis- 
factorily. 

Hon.  Sol  Gen.  said  thst  the  present  discus- 
sion was  premature.  It  was  merely  the  object  to 
revise  the  statutes,  and  not  to  discuss  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Acts.  There  could  be  plenty  of  op- 
portunity for  amending  the  Act  in  question  in  all 
particulars  that  might  be  considered  requisite. — 
He  mentioned  that  he  understood  there  would 
be  an  application  trom  the  Sessions  and  Grand 
Jury  of  his  own  County  agains  a portion  of  the 
\ bill,  in  consequence  of  the  expense  connected 
with  it.  He  was  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  say 
that  he  would  be  willing  to  leave  the  bill  on  the 
statute-book  in  its  present  shape. 

A clause,  requiring  a 40s.  freehold  qualifica- 
tion, was  struck  out,  on  the  ground  that  it  did 
not  operate  as  a useful  guard. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Tuesday  February  9. 

Hon.  Pm.  Secretary,  by  command  of  His 
Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the  Govern- 
ment. laid  before  the  House  copies  of  Despatches 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Chipman  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

REPORTING  ETC. 

Hon.  Sol,  General,  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  reporting  and  publishing  the  Debates 


and  Proceedings  of  this  House  reported  recom- 
mending Mr.  J.  G.  Bouriuoi’s  proposal  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  House.  Mr. 
Bourinot’s  proposal  is  to  publish  the  Reports  io 
the  “British  Colonist,”  • Morning  Chronicle,” 
and  “ Halifax  Reporter”  at  the  rate  of  five 
columns  in  each  issue,  and  o bring  them 
up  to  dab-  at  the  end  of  each  week.  He  states 
that  particular  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  re- 
porting of  ihose  local  matters  in  which  Members 
are  particularly  interested.  He  undertakes  to 
furnish  150  opies  of  the  Debates  in  Pamphlet 
form,  the  pamphlet  to  contain  an  Ldex  of  all  the 
subjects  discuss*  d.  The  cost  of  the  service  is  to 
be  t he  same  as  heretofore  $2200. 

Mr  Blanchard  a^d  whether  any  steps  had 
been  taken  with  regard  to  the  printing  of  tbe 
Journal*.  The  Contract  expired  cn  the  first  day 
of  the  Session  of  1864. 

Hon.  Sol.  General- — The  Committee  consi- 
dered the  reporting  of  the  debates  of  the  House  a 
matter  of  immediate  importance,  sod  therefore 
reported  od  it  at  once,  leaving  other  matters  to  be 
considered  hereafter. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy.— Being  necessary  to  male 
provision  for  the  printing  of  tbe  Journals,  a pro- 
position was  made  by  the  same  parties  who  dis- 
charged that  duty  last  year  to  renew  it  on  the 
same  terms,  and  that  proposition  was  accepted 
by  the  Government, 

Mr.  Archibald.— Tbe  previous  contract,  if 
my  receilection  serves  m •,  was  made  by  tender. 
If  put  up  to  fender,  the  work  might  be  done  at 
less  expense. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen7l  moved  that  the  Report  of  he 
Committee  be  adopt*  d.  The  Report  was  then 
received  -and  adopt  d by  tbe  House. 

INTERCOLONIAL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  Archibald  stated  that  in  the  correspon- 
dence and  papers  on  this  subject  a Minute  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  Canada  of  the  25ib  Febru- 
ary 1863,  was  constantly  referred  to.  While  he 
(Mr.  A)  was  in  the  Government  this  minute 
bad  not  been  communicated  to  the  Executive  of 
this  Province.  Be  enquired  of  the  members  of 
the  present  Government  if  it  had  been  communi- 
cated to  them. 

Hon.  Prov,  Secretary  replied  that,  he  had 
seen  the  minute,  and  thought  it  had  been  brought 
d jwn  among  the  other  papers.  He  would  lay  it 
Oi  the  table  as  soon  as  possible 

TENURE  ‘OF  OF! ICE. 

Mr.  Archibald  elated  that  with  a view  to  con- 
trast tbe  action  of  tbe  past  with  the  action  of  the 
present  Government,  he  would  af?k  the  Provincial 
Secre  ary  to  lay  on  the  table  a return,  with  the 
names  and  dates  of  all  appointments  to  office 
made  since  the  formation  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, including  as  well  those  that  do  not*  as  those 
that  usually  do  appear  in  the  *•  Royal  GazeDe.” 

Also,  a return  of  all  dismissals  from  office  with- 
in the  same  period,  with  a statement  in  each  case 
of  the  grounds  of  di-missal. 

Also,  a return  of  the  names  of  all  persons  dis- 
missed from  office  between  February,  1860,  and 
June  1863,  with  the  dates  of  dismissal. 

SITE  OF  NEW  JAIL. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  asked  leave  to  introduce 
a Bill  to  vest  certain  property  in  the  Board  cf 
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Works.  The  bon.  gentleman  explained  * be  object 
of  tbe  Bill  to  be  to  vest  tor  the  use  of  the  Go- 
vernment a piece  of  laqd  in  rear  of  the  present 
C<  u"t  Houje  lot.  which  it  was  b.  lieved  might  be 
very  conveniently  appropriated  for  tbe  site  of 
the  new  jail,  for  a drill  ground,  and  for  agricul- 
tural or  other  txhibiuous. 

After  some  coi.v  r-ation  as  o the  title  of  t b e 
lo*,  in  which  M r.  Tobin,  Hon  Att<r  ey  General, 
Hon.  Pr<v  Secret' rv  , Messrs.  A ch  ba  d and 
Pryor  took  part,  h ave  was  granted  to  bring  iQ 
the  Bill,  which  was  tlea  retd  a first  time. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  J McDonald  asked  leeve  to  present  a pe- 
tition irom  Patrick  Hennessy,  an  ag  d teacher, 
asking  tor  » grant  of  Crown  Lands.  Leave  was 
granted  and  the  Petition  wt.s  ref<  rred  to  the 
Committee  on  Education. 

Mr.  8.  Campbell  pr  sorted  a similar  petition 
from  on  aged  tea*  h r at  the  Gut  of  Caneo,  which 
was  similarly  dealt  with. 

Mr  P.  Smyth  presetted  a similar  petition  from 
an  aged  t richer  which  was  alsosimil  rly  tr*'-t  d. 

Mr.  D nkin  presented  a petition  Pom  Cyiu~  D. 
Cidp,  of  Pamb  Tr<  a k ng  aid  fra  sailing 
pt eke  b tween  P r son? o’  Windsor  and  Horton. 

Mr.  Hi  anchard  [ r -set  t *d  a jevion  rom  a 
nun  b^r  tf  inbabitat  ts  of  We  t Pa  , Inverness, 
a-kii  g tor  add  <io.iai  mail  communica  i n 

Consider ab  e discussion  look  place  on  the  pre- 
sentation oi  the*©  petitions,  in  which  Mes  r5. 
Dock  n.  Locle  McDonad,  n.  Prov.  P’eo’y., 
Hon.  t-je-ker,  M sf'.  Poor,  ToH  , A'Ch  ba  d, 
McFa:  lane,  B a e ard,  Annand  Dr  Bauj  on, 
M s r-.  S.  C mpb  .l),  KilHm,  and  Bo  i.  A o ney 
Gereral  to*  k p r 

Mr.  J.  McPo  tald,  Poo.  Prcv'cc’al  Secretary, 
Messrs.  Archibald,  McFarlane,  Anna  td,  Locke, 
S C n pb'  1 , and  Hen  Att  . (1  nerd  w*rj  in 
favor  of a stri  1 adherence  to  the  rul-  reg  r ing 
the  n a’ iot  of  mo  e»  vet  -b?  tie  Gov  n n n*, 
ref «»!-  ng  h°  r g t f the  p e en  a ion  of  sue  t fe- 
t i?  in  the  H u e. 

Mi  Donkin  slated  that  his  object  io  presenting 
the  petition  was  that  there  might  be  some  uni- 
formity in  regard  to  the  matter.  There  was  no 
uniformity  last  Ses.-ion.  Members  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  presenting  such  petitions,  in  order 
that  the  fact  might  be  reported  in  the  newspa- 
pers, 

Mr.  Blanchard  stated  that  in  presenting  (he 
petition  irom  West  Buy  he  had  ouly  followed  the 
practice  of  tbe  House  for  several  year-t, — at  the 
same  time  be  was  willing  to  abide  by  any  rule  the 
Hou-e  might  adopt.  # 

Mr.  Annand  thought  that  bis  hoo.  friend  from 
Inverness  was  mistaken. 

Dr,  Hamilton  thought  that  the  time  was  not 
for  distant  when  the  country  would  say  that  the 
principle  of  initiation  of  money  votes  ly  the  Go- 
vernment was  us  s un  i. 

Mr.  1-OCKij  observed  that  the  principle  was  set- 
tled now. 

Mr.  Killam  8-.id  that  it  was  true  that  the  initi- 
ation of  money  votes  had  b en  placed  in  'he 
bauds  of  the  Government,  but  s ill  be  thought 
that  petir.ious  should  oe  inquired  into,  and  be 
would  like  to  see  them  all  go  before  a Committee 
of  the  Assembly. 

q 


Hon.  Atty.  General  remarked  that  his  hon. 
friend  forgot  that  if  a petition  went  to  a commit- 
tee, the  House  must  then  say  whether  they  adop- 
ted t he  report  of  the  com  mi  tie  -j  or  not.  If  the 
House  passed  on  it.  the  respt.nsibiliiy  of  dealing 
with  it  was  that  of  the  House,  and  not  of  the  Go* 
vernmf-n',  and  thereby  the  rule  that  the  initiation 
of  money  votes  sh>u Id  be  with  the  Government 
was  subverted.  It  might  be  inconvenient  but  no 
one  could  doubt  that  it  was  a very  wholesome 
rule. 

Mr.  Tobin  thought,  that  members  ought  to  know 
in  some  reasonable  time  the  decision  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  regard  to  petitions  they  presented. 
He  would,  therefore,  move  the  following  resolu- 
tion:^— -•  Resulted.  That  all  refitions  for  grants 
of  moneys  presented  to  the  Government  under  the 
rule  for  ifae  initiation  < f muuev  votes,  be  report- 
ed upon  by  the  Government  within  21  days  after 
the  mee  ing  oi  th  j House.’7 

Hon.  Atty  General  would  like  that  the  reso- 
lution should  lie  on  ibe  table  for  the  present. — 
H*  considered  the  rule  with  regard  to  the  initia- 
tion of  money  votes  established.  It  did  not  shus 
out  on  mbers  from  er  quiring  what  bad  been  done 
with  their  petitions.  Any  gentleman  interested 
in  an  application  of  this  kind,  who  felt  desirous 
of  ascertaining  he  w it  bad  been  treated,  could 
obtain  his  object  by  inquiring  in  the  House  whe- 
ther such  petition  had  been  presented  to  the  Go- 
vernment, at  d what  act  on  h>  d been  taken  on  it. 

Mr  Annand  entirely  agreed  with  the  Attorney 
General  He  t-bou  d be  sorry  to  see  the  proposed 
re  oluu’ou  on  the  Journals.  There  was  do  such 
Resolution  on  it  e Journals  of  tbe  British  House 
of  Commons  It  was  a reflection  on  tbe  Govern- 
ment of  the  day,--  he  cared  not  which  party  was 
in  power.  Toe  rule  was  that  any  gentleman  feel- 
ing himself  aggrieved  at  the  manner  in  which 
aDy  petition  he  pive*  med  had  been  tr*  a ed,  migbfe 
petition  t!  e Lieut  G *eruor  with  regard  to  ir. 

Mr.  Tobin  would  like  to  know  from  the  ex  Fi- 
nancial S c*etary  h*  w m mbera  were  to  become 
acquainted  witn  the  decision  of  the  Government 
oc  t h-  ir  [e  i ions  He  (Mr.  T ) bad  in  a former 
Session  presented  petitions  from  tbe  Ci'y  of  Ha- 
lifax. at  d be  never  knew  wh  »t  Uad  been  d ne 
with  them  until  the  Budget  came  down 

Hon.  Speaker  suggested  tt at  the  resolution 
should  lie  oe  the  table  for  the  present  as  notice- 
He  was  in  the  direction  of  the  House,  but  thought 
some  definite  tute  should  be  adopted  with  regard 
to  tbe  reception  or  non-reception  of  these  peti- 
tions by  tbe  House,  and  strictly  adhered  to. 

Mr.  Archibald  sa  d that  tbe  Government 
should  afford  eve  y facility  to  bon.  gentlemen 
when  they  w'sbed  to  know  <he  fate  of  the  peti- 
tions entrusted  to  it  u-'der  t.h-  system  of  initia- 
tion of  racSuey  v<*tes.  He  did  not  see  that  any 
incouvenie  ce  could  aris  - from  tbe  resolution  of 
the  hon  m m er  for  Ha  ifux  The  peti  ions 
were  plac*d  io  the  bands  of  the  Government, 
which  ecu  d urely  decide  as  to  th  ir  disposition 
wi’hin  21  days  L ctuid  tell  whether  it  could 
grant  the  money  or  not.  He  therefore  did  not 
see  i*nv  ot  j cti*-u  to  t e reeolu’o  i in  question. 

The  Speaker  call*  d he  attemfon  ot  the  H*  usa 
fo  the  fact,  <bat  ibe  preieut  dsscu-sion  wa*  pre- 
ma  ure.  tie  non.  member  for  luverncss  having 
’$  thdrawn  his  (.e  itiou.  ( The  resolution  wa« 
allowed  to  lie  oa  tne  table  ae  notice ) 
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REVISION  OF  THE  STATUTES. 

The  House  then  went  into  Commit  ee  on  Bills, 
end  took  up  the  bill  for  consolidating  and  revi- 
sing the  Statut.ee  of  the  Province. 

A good  deal  of  desultory  conversation  occur- 
red in  reference  to  various  poin's  in  the  Revision. 
Several  siggeetioue  were  made  and  adopted. 

The  committee,  after  a session  of  an  hour,  rose 
and  reported  progress. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  three  o’clock 
the  ntxi  day. 


Wednesday,  Feb.  10. 

The  House  met  at  3 o'clock. 

On  motion  of  bon.  Prov.  Secretary,  the  late 
first  clerk,  A.  James,  Esq.,  was  admitted,  during 
the  debates,  to  the  body  of  tie  Bouse. 

Hou.  Prov  Secretary  laid  ou  the  table  a copy 
of  a despatch  from  he  Duke  of  Newcastle,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  the  address  of  the  Le- 
gislature to  the  Queen. 

Also,  despatches  relating  to  tlxe  resignation  of 
the  late,  and  the  formation  of  the  present,  Go- 
vernment. 

A message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council,  naming  a committee  to  join  one  from 
the  Uoiise. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  oi  the  table  a 
Minute  fiom  t e Executive  Council  of  Canada, 
relating  totbe  Intercolonial  Railroad,  dated  25th 
February.  1863. 

Also,  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

Hou.  Sol.  General  laid  on  the  table  a circu- 
lar relating  to  the  transmission  of  trade  patents 
by  po*t,  accompanied  by  a report  of  gthe  Post- 
master General  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Tibin  insert'd  a v eU'i  n from  a la^ge 
num  er  of  Meich  n >■  i > Ha  i ax  rela  he  to  dr  w- 
bacfcs  It  ap  e*rs  th  t at  present  dr.wb  cks 
cam  ot  1 e obtanei  unless  tbe  first  cost  <f  the 
goods  aim  unt  »o  $250.  In  New  Brunswick  the 
coat  ol  the  ^o  d nmy  be  I s hau  half  that 
amcus  t.  T;  e p- 1 ti  > er-  p*>y  that  the  p °c  iee 
in  the  lrit  r 1 rov  at  e be  t*  l ow  d. 

Tne  pi  ti  i n a*  r f rr  d t > t e Committee  cn 
Trad;  and  iv  a u hi  tu  < s. 

Mr  BLACKW  'ODp  e ented  a patiti  n asking  (or 
a chang  n t e d ? > ibotion  ot  fChoel-mon-  y^. 

M . bouRiNOT  - xp  es**d  bis  surprise  f at  aey 
petitio  . aski  g for  a larger  sura  of  men  y or 
educabon  should  come  from  a County  air  ady 
iC  favi  r d a»  Co  ch  *ster 

The  petition  wa  ref  rred  to  the  Comm  ttee  oa 
Educa  o ' 

Ou  motion  if  Ho  t.  Attorney  General,  the  bill 
to  ve certain  puolic  prop*  riy  iu  the  Botri  of 
Works,  was  read  a fecond  timr. 

Th  * Bou  e then  went  in  o Committee  o t BiUs, 
and  ook  up  and  passed  tl  e bill  j st  named. 

T e t i 1 for  the  Revhion  of  the  Statutet  was 
next  tak  n up. 

Several  am*  ndren  s were  m^de  in  the  Lictns  t 
Law  at  tLe  suggestion  ol  Mr.  Long  ey  and  Dt. 
Ham  ltoo. 

Mr  Longley  thought  th  a it  would  be  we  1 to 
makei  i * cum o*nt  upon  Cl*r  s of  Lisnse  to 
visit  ti  e c.iff  r n f o i es  of  enter f aintm  nt  at 

itateii  pe  iod  , and  report  t>  t‘  «ir  cen  i*i  n. 


Mr.  Macfarlane  considered  that  it  would  be 
nse’ess  to  make  such  a$  provision  unless  the 
Clerks  of  Licen  e were  recompen  ed.  It  would 
be  pr  f ra  le  in  h s opinion.  to  make  the  justices 
of  pe.tce  look  alter  the  houses  wi'.h  n the  r 
reach. 

Hon  Sol.  Genl.  raid  fbat  many  magistrates 
kn  w far  mo  e about  such  places  than  was  pro- 
per f r them. 

Mr.  Longley  said  ha‘  he  bad  heard  of  case* 
wbi  re  mag  s r .tes  we  ;t  ou  the  bench  a id  ie  1 off 
tbr  ugh  d uik'Q  e s. 

Mr  Tobin  bad  also  h ear d of  lecturrs  ghiig 
an  add  ers  on  t e benefits  of  fern  e"  n e,  and 
going  o i a beuce  a erwaids.  (Laugher) 

Alter  some  further  discussion  in  which  Messrs. 
Tobin,  Loaglev  Dr.  Hamilton,  and  Mr  Slocomb 
tfrok  part  the  32nd  clause  of  the  Chapter  was 
amend*  d by  inserting  at  tbe  end  of  the  cl  use 
the  words  *•  to  some  person  named  in  the  Sum- 
mons’'between  the  words  *•  liquors’’  and  •*  con- 
trary." 

(The  object,  of  this  amendment,  is  to  reqaire  the 
name  of  the  person  to  whom  the  liquor  is  sold  to 
be  inserted  in  the  Summons  ) 

Tbe  33  1 clause  was  read,  and  passed  without 
amendment. 

The  34  h clause  was  taken  up,  and  the  Hoes. 
AUy  General  proposed  an  amendment  requiring 
that  any  person  imprisoned  tor  a breach  of  the 
provisions  of  the  chapter  shall  pay  the  full 
amouut  of  the  penalty  imposed  upon  him  and 
costs,  before  he  can  obtain  bis  release,  even  af- 
ter the  period  of  imprisonment  mentioned  in  th* 
clause. 

Cjnsiderable  discussion  took  place  on  this 
amendment,  in  which  Messrs.  Blanchard  Archi- 
bald, Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Longley,  Hon.  Pro. 
Secy,  Hun.  Atty.  General,  and  Mr.  J.  McDonald 
took  part — 

Hoi.  Sol  General  opposing  it 

The  Commit,  e a 'jour;  ed  w th  u c miag  to 
a y dec'si  n n t e prop*  s d ame  dm  *>t. 

1 he  Bil  t v s c rtaia  (.nfery  n he  Bad 
of  Wo  I s was  r p >rt  d up  a pr  g ess  was  re- 
po te*  on  th  ; Bt  1 f r the  con  cl  nation  cf  the 
S atutes. 

COLCHESTER  ELECTION, 

Mr.  Kaulback  a*ked  leave  opres*nta  petition 
from  Jno D.  Nash  aid  Sau  l.  Rett  e *g  it  s t e re- 
turn of  Adams  G.  Archibald  and  Francis  Parker 
E quires.  Leave  was  granted  and  tbe  Petition 
read. 

(Petitioners  state  fbat  at  tbe  last,  general  elec- 
tion for  the  Southern  District  of  Colchester, 
Adams  G.  Archibald  and  Francis  Parker  and  pe- 
titioners were  cmdidates,  that  tbe  said  Adams  G. 
Archibald  and  Francis  Parker,  tbe  sitting  Mem- 
bers by  themselves,  their  agents,  partizaos,  and 
others  were  guilty  of  bribery  and  corruption,  and 
bribed  and  corrupted  the  electors  of  the  said 
Southern  District  of  Colchester,  and  did  by  many 
gifts  and  promises  procure  persons  to  vote  for 
tbem,  and  others  to  forbear  tbeir  votes.  and  so 
procured  their  electiou  by  means  of  bribery  and 
other  corrupt  and  illegal  practices,  whereby  said 
election  is  reoderdvo  d.  Petitioners  therefore 
pray  the  Hou-e  to  consider  tbe  election  as  void.) 

Mr.  Archibald.— There  is  only  one  course  that 
can  be  TK*r?ned  *??Vh  rofl'e»rd  to  t.H*s  v* 
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and  perhaps  I ought  not  to  say  one  word  I am 
Dot  sorry  after  what,  has  been  said  outside  that 
this  petition  has  come  here.  If  the  Petitioners 
have  been  speculating  on  tbeir  numerical 
majority  in  this  House,  and  think  that  they  have 
in  con »rquence  a chance  of  success,  I think  they 
are  speculating  on  wbat  is  do  likely  to  be  real- 
ised. I have  no  fear  at  all  of  the  most  strict  and 
rigid  investigation.  There  is  not  a shadow  of  a 
lorn  daMnn  for  the  charge  don  ained  in  the  Peti- 
tion. More  I need  not  say,  and  less  I could 
scarcely  have  said. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Kaulback,  Wednesday  the 
17th  instant  at  2 P.  M.  was  sat  down  as  the 
time  for  takiog  the  Petition  into  coneideia' ion. 

House  then  adjourned  until  3 P.  M,  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  Eeb.  11. 

The  House  met  at  3 P.  M. 

The  bill  to  vest  certain  public  property  in 
the  Board  of  Works  was  read  a third  time,  and 
sent  to  the  Council. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table 
certain  despatches  relative  to  the  sale  of  un- 
wholesome spirituous  liquors  to  the  men  ot  the 
fleet  stationed  on  the  British  North  American 
station.  Sir  A.  Milne  recommends  the  passage 
of  a law  inflicting  severe  penalties  upon  those 
who  sell  noxious  and  adulterated  liquors  to  men 
of  her  Majesty’s  navy. 

He  also  presented  a document  from  Mr.  J. 
Lithgow,  of  this  city,  referring  to  a certain  un- 
settled claim  connected  with  the  Enginehouse 
at  Richmond.  As  usual  with  such  matters, 
the  papers  were  referred  to  the  Railway  com- 
mittee. 

INITIATION  OF  MONEY  VOTES. 

Mr.  Killam  presented  a money  petition 
which  he  wished  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Trade  and  Navigation.  He  expressed  his  dis- 
approval of  the  system  of  initiation  of  money 
votes,  which  prevented  the  presentation  of  such 
petitions  to  the  House. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  said  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  evidently  wished  to  do  away  with  the 
system  of  initiation  of  money  votes,  and  return 
to  the  old  practice  which  had  been  found  to 
work  so  prejudicially  to  the  public  interests. 
This  system  had  long  prevailed  in  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  and  had  been  gradually  adopted  in 
Canada  and  other  colonies.  The  object  was  to 
throw  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  public  ex- 
penditure upon  the  government,  and  thus  avoid 
the  danger  of  extravagance  with  the  public 
funds  that  arose  from  the  system  that  had  been 
in  vogue  for  years.  By  such  means  alone  could 
the  country  have  the  security  that  the  public 
funds  would  be  judiciously  expended  and  the 
public  credit  sustained.  It  would  be  in  the  re- 
col  ection  of  many  old  members,  that,  before 
the  initiation  of  money  votes  was  entrusted  to 
the  government,  there  was  no  guarantee  that 
the  expenditure  would  not  exceed  the  revenue. 
No  injury  to  any  one  could  arise.  If  any  gentle- 
man thought  the  government  did  wrong  in  not 
aeceeding  to  the  prayer  of  any  petition,  he  might 
bring  it  before  the  House  without  difficulty ; and 


if  his  claim  wafl  a just  one,  it  would  probably  be 
sanctioned  by  a majority. 

Mr.  Killam  reiterated  his  opinion  that  the 
system  was  opposed  to  the  public  interests. 
His  desire  was  to  see  both  sides  of  the  House 
placed  in  an  equal  position  in  all  matters.  Un- 
der the  rule  in  practice,  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Government  to  overlook  entirely  the 
claims  of  those  who  were  politically  opposed 
to  it.  .. 

Mr.  Archibat  d said  that  he  considered  it 
absolutely  necessary,  in  any  country  enjoying 
responsible  government,  that  the  Executive 
should  have  the  power  of  initiating  all  money 
votes.  He  pointed  out  examples  of  injudicious 
expenditure  before  the  system  in  question  was 
put  in  practice  in  this  Province. 

Mr.  Killam  said  that  he  was  as  anxious  as 
any  gentleman  present  to  maintain  the  public 
credit,  but  he  did  not  consider  that  it  would  be 
endangered  by  the  principle  he  advocated. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  he  had  opposed  the 
practice  when  it  was  first  introduced,  believing 
that  it  gave  too  great  power  to  the  Government. 
He  had  carefully  observed  its  working,  and  was 
no  more  convinced  of  its  utility  than  he  had 
been  at  the  outset.  He  felt,  as  did  many  other 
gentlemen,  that  it  withdrew  a great  deal  of  the 
privilege  that  fairly  appertained  to  a member  of 
the  Assembly. 

Hon.  Mr  McFarlane  referred  to  the  fact 
that  the  rule  had  worked  admirably  in  New 
Brunswick,  where  it  was  most  rigidly  carried 
out. 

Hon.  Sol  General  said  that  the  whole  dis- 
cussion was  premature.  Whilst  the  rule  was 
in  practice,  the  question  could  not  be  brought 
before  the  House  legitimately  except  under  a 
resolution. 

DALHOUSIE  COLLEGE. 

Mr.  Churchill  presented  a petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Windsor,  relative  to  the  bill  that 
passed  last  Session,  for  the  establishment  of 
Dalhousie  College. 

(The  petitioners  set  forth  that  they  consider 
with  regret  and  alarm  the  act  in  question  ; that 
it  can  be  used  for  sectarian  purposes  ; that  it  is 
inconsistent  with  the  equal  claims  of  other  deno-! 
minations  for  legislative  aid.  In  conclusion, 
they  pray  that  the  act  be  amended  so  as  to  do 
no  injustice  to  any  other  religious  body,  and 
that  the  debt  now  owing  the  Province  be  differ- 
ently appropriated. ) 

Mr.  Locke  suggested  that  the  petition  was 
for  money  and  could  not  be  received. 

Hon.  Pro.  Secretary  did  not  think  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  was  correct.  Under  any  cir- 
cumstance'it  would  be  well  to  give  every  facility 
to  those  who  wished  the  question  ventilated. 

Mr.  Blanchard  believed  that  the  petition 
clearly  asked  lor  money. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  did  not  wish  there 
should  be  shown  any  disposition  to  prevent  the 
question  being  fully  investigated. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  petition  did  not 
ask  for  any  additional  charge  upon  the  revenue, 
but  only  for  a different  appropriation.  He  was 
desirous  of  having  the  whole  matter  fully  en- 
quired into. 

The  petition  was  allowed  to  lie  on  the  table  foe 
the  present. 
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ACT  Or  INCORPORATION. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce an  act  to  incorporate  the  Pictou  Steam 
Perry  Boat  Company. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  enquired  if  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House,  requiring  that  all  private 
bills  should  pay  $.0  each,  had  been  complied 
with. 

Mr.  McDonald  doubted  if  the  bill  was  of  a 
private  character ; it  alluded  to  a great  public 
work. 

The  bill  was  not  received. 

POSTAL  MATTERS. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec’y.  'aid  on  the  table  the  Report 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  along  with  other  pa- 
pers of  the  Postal  department. 

He  read  a statement  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  post  offices  remain  the  same 
as  in  1863,  namely,  73  ; way  offices  have  increa- 
sed by  20,  the  number  being  240 ; no  post  or 
way  office  in  existence  in  1862  was  closed  in 
1863.  Six  rides  have  been  added,  and  seven 
have  been  extended,  the  whole  number  being 
212.  The  cost  of  carriage  of  mails  has  been 
$39,802  40 ; the  number  of  miles  trav-  lied,  971,- 
688,  exhibiting  an  increase  of  travel  of  11,644  ; 
19,304  registered  letters  have  been  received,  of 
which  9 have  been  missing ; number  of  newspa- 
pers carried,  3,644,322,  showing  an  increase  of 
93,656 ; letters  transmitted,  1,467,720,  whilst 
those  in  1862  only  amounted  to  1,386,773  ; re- 
venue from  stamps,  $43,344  36,  exceeding  the 
number  sold  in  1862  by  $5,538  31.  The  gross 
revenue  from„all  sources  is  56,508  23 ; after  de- 
ducting dead  letters  and  other  services,  the  net 
revenue  is  $48,174.71,  being  an  increase  of  $3,- 
074  lor  the  year.  The  total  disbursements 
amount  to  $70,389,80,  being  an  increase  of  $2,- 
083  36.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  in- 
crease of  revenue,  this  deficiency  is  about  $1000 
lese  than  in  1862.  The  increase  in  the  disburse- 
ments was  cansed  mainly  by  carrying  out  the 
instructions  of  the  Post  Office  Committee  report 
of  last  year,  and  some  additional  expenditure  in 
connection  with  clerks- 

Two  clerks,  it  appears,  h£d  been  obliged  dur- 
ing the  year  to  leave  in  consequence  of  their 
eye  sight  being  seriously  impaired,  which  cir- 
cumstance was  connected  with  some  increase  of 
expenditure.  The  number  of  dead  letters  was 
14,600.  Seven  additional  money-order  offices 
had  been  established,  in  compliance  with  the 
order  of  the  Post  Office  Committee.  The  money 
order  system  had  been  extended  to  Canada  and 
Great  Britain,  and  was  found  to  work  satisfac- 
torily. The  commissions  on  money  orders 
amounted  to  $364  74.  The  report  is  up  to  the 
end  of  September,  1863. 

The  papers  were  referred  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee. 

ENQUIRY. 

In  answer  to  an  enquiry  of  Mr.  Locke,  Hon. 
Prov.  Sec’y  stated  that  it  was  represented  to  the 
Government  that  by  an  expenditure  of  £5,  and 
a change  in  the  situation  of  a certain  way  office 
in  Shelburne  county,  a very  great  convenience 
would  be  conferred  upon  the  inhabitants  in  that 
•ection.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Post- 
master General,  and  subsequently  adopted. 


Mr.  Locke  was  understood  to  complain  that 
the  whole  matter  had  been  done  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  members  of  the  county. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec’y.  said  that  he  could  point 
to  many  cases  where  the  late  government  had 
acted  without  consulting  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee or  anybody  else.  He  could  bring  to  the 
House  the  evidence  that  the  leader  of  the  late 
government  had  gone^nto  a certain  County  and 
put  on  a ne*  route  without  any  consultation 
with  the  members. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  it  made  no  differ- 
ence what  was  the  amount,  if  the  pri  ciple  was 
wrong, 

Hon  Prov.  Sec  said  that  he  was  quite 
ready  to  bring  down  all  the  papers  which  would 
show  thaf  the  Government  was  justified  in  tak- 
ing the  course  it  did. 

Mr.  Longley  said  that  he  knew  by  experi- 
ence what  must  be  the  feelings  of  the  members 
for  Shelburne  Although  the  circumstances 
might  be  such  as  to  vindicate  the  course  of  the 
Government,  yet  he  could  not  but  believe  that 
the  present  case  was  analogous  to  some  w ich 
he  had  heard  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary  him* 
self  condemn. 

governor’s  secretary. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.,  by  command  of  His  Excel- 
lency the  Adminstrator  of  the  Government,  laid 
before  the  House  a Despatch  Dated  lChh,  Deer., 
1863,  from  the  Administrator  of  the  Government 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary  enclosing  a minute  of 
the  Executive  Council  relative  to  the  salary  of 
the  Private  Secretary  of  the  Lieut.  Governor 
— also  the  Colonial  Secretary's  reply  thereto, 
dated  9th  January,  1864. 

(His  Excellency  states  that  it  has  been  deci- 
ded by  the  members  of  Government  to  withdraw 
the  Salary  of  the  Private  Secretary  of  the  Lieut- 
Governor  from  the  Estimates,  though  he  does 
not  see  how  the  Lieut.  Governor  can  perform 
his  duties  without  such  Secretary  The  Execu- 
tive Council  in  their  minute  state  that  the  salary 
of  the  Lieut.  Governor  is  fixed  by  the 
Civil  List  at  £3000  sterling,  that  the  pub- 
lic rooms  at  Government  House  are  fur- 
nished from  the  revenues  of  the  Colony, 
and  that  a vote  of  £200  additional  is  generally 
passed  eve'-y  year  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
fuel  and  light  They  also  state  that  the  further 
appropriation  by  special  vote  of  £200  sterling 
for  the  salary  of  the  Private  Secretary  of  the 
Lieut.  Governor  is  always  the  subject  of  acrimo- 
nious discussion  in  the  Assembly,  and  they  do 
not  propose  to  submit  it  in  the  estimates  after 
the  term  of  office  of  the  present  Lieut.  Govern- 
or has  expired.  The  Colonial  Secretary  in  his 
despatch  of  9th  Jan’y,  1864,  regrets  that  the 
Executive  Council  have  taken  a course  which 
will  either  deprive  the  Lieut.  Governor  of  a 
Private  Secretary,  or  else  effect  a diminution  in 
his  salary.  He  thinks,  however,  that  they  may- 
have  been  led  to  do  this  by  a misapprehension, 
supposing  that  a Secretary  was  merely  required 
by  the  Lt.  Governor  for  private  purposes, 
whereas  he  is  necessary  to  him  from  his  public 
position  ) 

MR.  CREED’S  CLAIM. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec’y  by  like  command  laid  on 
the  table  a a application  from  Mr.  Creed  to  the 
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Government  for  compensation  for  work  done  on 
his  contract  on  the  Railway,— also  the  papers 
and  documents  connected  with  his  claim. 
poors’  asylum. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec’y  by  like  command  laid  be- 
fore the  House  the  Accounts  of  the  Poors’ 
Asylum  for  the  past  year,  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Humane  Institutions. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec’y  by  like  command  laid  be- 
fore the  House  the  Report  of  the  Indian  Com- 
mittee, which  was  referred  to  th.*  Committee  on 
Indian  affairs. 

BIRTH  OF  A PRINCE. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen’l  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  House,  appointed  to  join  a Com- 
mittee of  the  Legislative  Council  in  preparation 
of  addresses  of  congratulation  to  Her  Majesty 
and  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  on  this 
auspicious  event  reported  the  following  draft 
addresses  which  he  read  in  his  place. 

TO  THE  queen's  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

The  Humble  Address  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil and  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia  : 

May  it  Please  Your  Majesty  : — 

We,  Your  Majesty’s  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Assembly  oi  Nova  Scotia  in  Parliament  assem- 
bled, approach  Your  Majesty  with  renewed  sen- 
timents of  loyalty  and  affection. 

Representing  the  people  of  this  country,  we 
feel  privileged  to  be  permitted  to  assure  Your 
Majesty  of  the  unbounded  satisfaction,  with 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia  have  learnt 
that  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales 
was  happily  delivered  of  a Prince,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  nation  and  of  the  Royal  Family  ; and 
we  beg  to  offer  the  most  cordial  and  sincere  con- 
gratulations ot  all  classes  of  the  people  on  an 
event  so  highly  calculated  to  contribute  to  the 
happiness  of  Your  Majesty,  and  to  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  the  nation. 

We  rejoice  in  the  prospects  presented  by  so 
auspicious  an  event,  and  fervently  pray  that  the 
Grandson  of  Your  Majesty,  and  of  Prince  Al- 
bert the  Great  and  Good,  may  long  be  spared, 
and,  emulating  the  bright  example  before  him, 
may  prove  a blessing  alike  to  your  Majesty,  his 
Royal  parents,  and  the  Nation. 

to  their  royal  highnesses  the  prince 

AND  PRINCESS  OF  WALES. 

The  humble  address  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil and  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia  : 

We,  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  As- 
sembly of  Nov  t Scotia,  now  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled, unite  in  expressing  the  sentiments  of 
universal  satisfaction  and  heartfelt  joy  with 
which  the  people  of  this  Province  received  the 
intelligence  that  a Prince  was  happily  born  to 
your  Royal  High:  ess,  and  that  your  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  infant 
Prince,  through  Divine  mercy,  had  continued  to 
do  well, 

For  ourselves  and  the  people  whom  we  repre- 
leat,  we  most  respectfully  tender  to  your  Royal 


Highnesses  the  most  cordial  congratulations  on 
an  event  so  deeply  interesting  and  auspicious, 
and  we  most  fervently  pray  that  the  infant 
Prince  may,  under  Providence,  mature  in  years, 
and  prove  the  source  of  much  joy  and  happi- 
ness to  Her  Royal  Highness  and  family,  and  i o 
the  nation  at  large, 

ffo  His  Excellency  Major  General  Charles 
Hastings  Doyle,  Administrate  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Province  otNova  Scotia  and 
its  Dependencies,  &c, 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,— 

The  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assem- 
bly have  passed  the  accompanying  Addresses  to 
Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  to 
their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales  respectively,  congratulating  them  that 
He  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales  was 
happily  delivered  of  a Prince,  and  they  respect- 
fully request  Your  Excellency  to  forward  their 
Addresses  to  their  respective  destinations  with 
Your  Excellency’s  assurance  of  the  undeviating 
loyalty  and  affection  of  the  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince to  Her  Majesty,  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales,  and  to  the  Royal  Family. 

GRANTS  TO  AGED  TEACHERS. 

Hon.  Sol  General  presented  a petition  from 
an  aged  teacher  at  Antigonish,  asking  for  a grant 
ofland. 

Considerable  discussion  ensued  a ? to  the  poli- 
cy of  such  grants 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  stated  that  it  was  in  accord- 
ance with  the  practice  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of 
such  petitions,  but  he  thought  that  in  nine  ca- 
ses out  of  ten  the  grants  were  not  of  the  slight- 
est use  to  the  teachers.  There  was  generally  a 
struggle  between  some  man  that  had  a judg- 
ment and  another  that  had  a sale,  or  something 
of  that  kind,  and  the  teacher  received  no  benfifc 
whatever  from  the  grant. 

Mr.  Tobin  thought  that  if  the  granting  of 
100  acres  of  land  tended  to  bring  any  portion  of 
it  into  cultivation  it  was  a good  thing.  He  did 
not  see  any  use  in  keeping  wilderness  lands 
locked  up— the  soon  r they  were  disposed  of 
the  better,  even  if  given  away. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  said  that  in  many  cases  such 
grants  did  lead  to  cultivation  and  settlement. 

Mr.  J.  Mcdonald  would  ask  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  report  of  the  Educational  Com- 
mittee on  this  subject.  It  provi  ed  that  no 
such  grant  should  pass  to  any  teacher  unless  he 
could  show  that  he  had  been  actually  engaged 
in  teaching  tor  so  many  years,  and  should  pro- 
duce a certificate  of  good  moral  character  ap- 
proved of  by  a clergyman  of  the  denomination 
to  which  be  belongs,  and  a member  of  his  county. 
He  would  like  to  know  what  objection  there 
could  be  to  a grant  passed  under  such  a safe- 
guard. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  had  been  on  the  Educa- 
tional Committee  for  several  years.  It  was  time 
that  the  practice  of  passing  these  grants  to  aged 
teachers  was  stopped,  and  he  was  very  glad  that 
the  Prov.  Secretary  had  spoken  on  the  subject. 
When  a man  was  unfit  for  anything  else  he  be- 
took himself  to  teaching.  The  Grant,  besides, 
did  no  good  to  the  teacher,  for  the  very  moment 
it  was  obtained,  the  land  was  passed  over  to 
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some  one  else.  Generally  speaking  the  matter 
was  all  arranged  before  hand.  How  could  an 
old  man  go  into  the  woods  and  clear  up  wilder- 
ness land  t 

Hon.  Sol.  General. — The  hon.  gentleman 
asked  how  can  an  old  man  go  into  the  woods. 
Did  he  never  know  of  an  old  man  having  child- 
ren ? T'is  children  could  go  and  clear  up  the 
land  for  him.  I am  astonished  to  hear  hon. 
gentlemen  residing  in  Halifax  undertake  to  tell 
us  what  is  going  on  all  over  the  country  from 
Cape  North  to  Cape  Sable.  I have  known  seve- 
ral cases  in  which  aged  teachers  who  have  ob- 
tained such  grants  have  been  enabled  by  means 
of  their  children  to  settle  on  them. 

Messrs.  Blackwood  and  Archibald  con- 
curred in  the  views  expressed  by  the  Solicitor 
General. 

The  Petition  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education. 

LICENSE  LAW. 

House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  on  Bills 
and  Chapter  22  of  the  Revised  Statutes  (the 
License  Law)  was  again  taken  up. 

The  thirty-fourth  clause  was  read,  when  Mr. 
Blanchard  moved  an  araentment  thereto  similar 
to  that  proposed  yesterday  by  the  Hon.  Attorney 
General. 

Hon.  Sol.  General  said  that  he  had  submit- 
ted yesterday  an  amendment  providing  that  the 
execution  issued  upon  any  judgment  for  a breach 
of  this  law,  should  have  the  same  effect  as  an 
execution  in  any  other  case  that  was  to  enable 
the  Sheriff  to  take  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
Defendant.  He  thought  that  if  this  amendment 
was  made,  the  object  desired  would  be  obtained, 
and  the  amendment  issued  by  the  bon.  member 
from  Inverness  would  be  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Tobin  entirely  a reed  with  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen who  had  just  sat  down. 

Some  discussion  ensued  on  Mr.  Blanchard’s 
amendment.  Mr.  Blanchard  and  Hon.  Attor- 
ney General  arguing  in  favor  of  it,  and  Hon. 
Sol.  General  against  it. 

Mr.  Tobin  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  the  clause,  if  that  portion  of  it  which 
required  the  person  imprisoned  to  take  the  be- 
nefit of  the  Insolvent  Debtors’  Act  before  he  • 
could  obtain  his  release  was  struck  out.  He 
thought  that  three  months’  imprisonment  wa3 
sufficient  punishment. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  moved  that  the  words, 
“ until  he  take  the  benefit  of  the  act  tor  the  re- 
lief of  Insolvent  Debtors,”  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  McDonald  thought  that  there  were  very 
few  publicans  who  would  not  prefer  going  to  jail 
to  paying  eighty  dollars. 

Mr.  Miller  thought  it  was  contrary  to  the 
principle  of  fair  play  to  imprison  a man  first,  and 
then  make  him  pay  the  penalty  afterwards. 

Mr.  Longley  was  in  favour  of  the  clause  with 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  hon.  aDd  learn- 
ed member  from  Inverness,  but  he  did  not  regard 
that  amendment  as  so  essential  as  some  gentle- 
men considered  it. 

In  division,  Mr.  Blanchard’s  amendment  was 
oarried.  The  claim  as  so  amended,  then  passed. 

The  thirty-fourth  and  thirty-sixth  clauses 
were  then  read  and  passed  without  amendment. 
The  ^ct  of  1863  amending  the  License  Laws, 


which  act  will  hereafter  form  part  of  Chap.  23 
R.  S.  was  next  taken  up 

A short  discussion  ensued  on  some  clauses  of 
this  act,  in  which  Mr  Slocomb,  Dr.  Hamilton, 
Mr  S Campbell,  Hon.  Prov.  Secretary,  Messrs. 
Longley,  and  Blanchard,  Dr.  Brown  and  Mr. 
Miller  took  part. 

An  amendment  to  the  second  clause  of  the 
act  adding  the  words  “ assessed  on  property” 
after  the  words  “ rate  payers”  in  the  fifth  line 
was  negatived 

An  amendment  was  made  to  the  fourth  clause 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Slocomb,  providing 
that  agents  for  the  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  for 
medicinal,  mechanical,  and  manufacturing  pur- 
poses may  be  appointed  in  Counties,  where  li- 
censes are,  as  well  as  where  they  are  not.  granted. 
An  amendment  wa<  also  made  striking  out  the 
words  which  provide  that  such  agents  shall  re- 
side not  less  than  ten  miles  apart. 

With  these  amendments  the  Act  passed. 

The  Committee  adjourned,  and  House  resum- 
ed, when  the  whole  chapter  was  reported  up, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  11  a.  m.  to- 
morrow. 

Friday,  Feb.  12. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock,  and  went  into 
Committee  on  Bills,  and  took  up  the  Revised 
Statutes.  Several  amendments  were  made  in 
the  Revenue  Law. 

Some  remarks  were  made  as  to  the  salary  of 
the  Collector  of  Yarmouth.  It  was  proposed  to 
reduce  it  from  $1000  to  $800, -as  in  Pictou. 

Hon.  Pro  Secretary  said  that  the  officer’s 
salary  had  been  formerly  $800,  and  had  been  rais- 
ed by  the  action  of  the  late  Government. 

Mr.  Killam  contended  that  a distinction 
should  be  made  between  officers  in  the  country 
and  those  in  the  city.  He  also  stated  that  the 
increase  had  been  made  in  consequence  of  the 
representations  of  the  collector  that  his  expen- 
ses bad  considerably  increased. 

Hon.  Pro.  Secretary  pointed  out  that  no 
comparison  could  be  fairly  drawn  between  the 
expenses  of  officers  living  in  the  country  and 
those  of  officers  residing  in  the  city.  He  also 
stated  that  the  Government  had  reduced  the 
salary  of  the  collector  at  Guysboro’,  (the  bro- 
ther of  the  late  Financial  Secretary),  as  it  was 
thought  the  revenue  of  that  port  did  not  war- 
rant any  large  expenditure. 

A desultory  discussion  ensued  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  Blanchard  opposed  any  reduction  in  the 
salary  of  country  officers — particularly  those  of 
Pictou  and  Yarmouth. 

Mr.  Miller  did  not  think  that  there  were 
many  officers  in  the  country  overpaid.  He  pre- 
sumed the  object  was  to  give  a foretaste  of  a 
system  of  retrenchment,  but  he  could  not  think 
this  was  the  proper  way  to  begin.  These  offi- 
cers in  the  country  were  just  as  competent  men 
as  those  who  were  in  a higher  position  and 
pocfce  ed  tour  or  five  times  the  salary. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  would  touch 
those  who  had  a little  to  do  rather  than  those 
who  went  throngh  a large  amount  of  labor, 
and  had  established  & high  character  as  coilee- 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


tori,  as  was  the  case  with  the  gentlemen  in 
Yarmouth  and  Picfou. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  pointed  out  that  the 
officers  at  Yarmouth  and  Pictou  had  assistants, 
whilst  others,  like  the  one  at  Amherst,  had  none 
at  all,  but  were  obliged  to  perform  all  the  du- 
ties. For  instance  in  Pictou,  Mr  Hattie  might 
be  said  to  perform  all  the  duties,  and  the  collec- 
or  could  be  out  whenever  he  pleased  The 
Government  was  of  opinion  that  the  salary  giv- 
en to  the  collectors  of  Yarmouth  and  Pictou  was 
quite  sufficient  to  obtain  the  services  of  thor- 
oughly competent  men. 

Hon  Fin.  Sec  etary  said  that  the  labor  at 
the  smallei  ports  was  often  quite  as  large  as  in 
the  larger  ones 

Mr.  Locke  considered  it  unfair  to  to  touch  the 
salaries  of  country  officers,  whilst  those  of  men 
residing  in  the  city  were  untouched. 

Mr.  Archibald  pointed  out  the  responsibili- 
ty that  rested  upon  officers  like  those  of  Yar- 
mouth and  Pictou,  who  had  annually  to  handle 
such  large  sums  of  money.  Under  such  circum- 
stances they  should  be  paid  sufficiently. 

Mr.  McKay  believed  the  salary  given 
to  the  collector  at  Pictou  was  quite  sufficient. 

Mr.  Blanchard  asked  if  the  bon.  gentleman 
was  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  duties  of 
that  office. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec  was  surprised  at  any  hon. 
member  putting  such  a question  to  any  other 
gentleman. 

Mr.  McKay  said  that  he  had  just  as  much 
right  to  vindicate  the  claims  of  the  people  of 
Pictou  as  the  hon.  member  those  of  the  people 
of  Inverness. 

The  Fin.  Secretary  pressed  the  amend- 
ment which  was  lost  on  a division.  The  clause 
therefore  remained  as  before. 

Several  other  amendments  were  made  in  the 
law.  One  is  that  no  man  who  is  also  a clerk  in 
a mercantile  establishment  can  be  engaged  in  the 
collection  of  duties 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported,  and 
the  house  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  house  resumed  at  three  o’clock,  and  se- 
veral chapters  in  the  Revised  Statutes  that  had 
been  passed  in  committee  were  read  a third 
time. 

Hon  Prov.  Snc.  laid  on  the  table  a return 
of  all  the  post  office  ridings  in  the  Province. 
He  mentioned  that  in  Cana  a the  Postal  service 
was  remunerati  e,  whilst  in  this  Province  it 
was  a heavy  burthen.  It  was  his  desire  that  the 
post-office  committee  should  take  this  return 
into  their  serious  consideration,  and  see  whe- 
ther any  of  the  rides  were  not  unnecessary 
They  should  pay  particular  attention  to  those 
cases  where  the  expenditure  was  altogether  dis- 
proportionate to  the  advantages  conferred  upon 
the  people 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  he  had  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  post  office  committee  for  years,  and 
did  not  believe  any  new  riding  had  been  esta- 
blished unless  it  was  absolutely  necessary.  He 
believed  that  if  should  be  the  object  to  increase 
rather  than  decrease  the  postal  facilities  of  the 
people.  He  hoped  that  the  island  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton would  soon  have  a daily  mail,  as  is  the  case 
with  Pictou  and  Antigonishe. 
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The  return,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McLel- 
lan,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented. 

By  Mr.  Longley,  from  inhabitants  of  Anna- 
polis, asking  for  an  amendment  in  the  act  con- 
cerning Dalhonsie  College. 

By  Mr.  Slocomb  on  the  same  subject. 

By  Mr.  Kaulback  from  an  aged  teacher,  for  a 
free  grant  of  land- 

By  Mr.  Blanchard,  from  John  Munro  of  Mar- 
garee,  on  the  same  subject. 

By  Mr.  Robicheau,  relative  to  Dalhousle 
College  from  Westport. 

By  Mr.  Robicheau,  from  an  Indian,  relative 
to  certain  land. 

By  Solicitor  General,  from  M’Lauohlan  (an 
aged  school-master,)  asking  for  a free  grant  of 
land. 

By  Solicitor  General,  from  the  inhabitants  of 
G ysboro’,  asking  for  increased  mail  accomo- 
dation. 

By  McLellan,  from  Wellington  Grimes, 
against  return  of  the  hon,  member  for  North 
Queens 

By  Solicitor  General,  from  an  aged  school- 
master, for  a free  grant  of  land. 

By  Mr.  Lawrence,  from  inhabitants  of  Five 
Mile  River,  in  reference  to  some  difficulty  con- 
nected with  a road 

A petition  presented  b hon.  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral from  a contractor  in  reference  to  a claim  con- 
nected with  the  building  of  a bridge,  was  refer- 
red to  a special  committee  composed  of  Messrs. 
Donkin,  Annand,  and  James  Fraser. 

On  the  presentation  of  the  petitions  for  free 
grants  of  land  from  aged  teachers,  it  was  sug- 
geeted  by  Mr.  Archibald  that  a return  be  pre- 
sented, showing  the  numbers  of  persons  who 
had  received  such  grants  of  late  years. 

Mr.  Bourinot  hoped  that  if  this  was  done, 
the  counties  to  which  such  grants  were  given, 
would  be  named. 

Mr.  Miller  considered  the  teachers  of  this 
country  poorly  remunerated,  and  hoped  the 
House  would  not  overlook  their  claims  to  con- 
sideration. He  thought  these  grants  of  land 
were  but  a small  acknowledgment  to  these  men. 

Mr.  Locke  called  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  fact  that  Nova  Scotia  vessels  had 
been  boarded  on  the  Labrador  coast,  and  forced 
to  pay  duties,  by  an  officer  of  a Newfoundland 
cutter.  He  understood  that  a petition  was  in 
course  of  sigua  ure  on  the  subject,  and  would 
come  up  in  due  form. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  was  not  aware  if  any  des- 
patches on  the  subject  had  been  received  by  the 
la  e Government.  It  would  be  preferable  to 
have  the  petition  when  it  came  up,  referred  to  a 
committee  which  could  enquire  into  the  whole 
subject. 

Messrs.  Pryor,  Miller,  and  Jost,  menti«a- 
ed  that  their  attention  had  been  called  to  tne 
subject. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee,  and 
took  up  the  bill  for  the  revision  of  the  statures. 

The  revenue  law  was  again  taken  up,  and  se- 
veral amendments  passed. 

supplies  for  the  army  and  navy. 

Considerable  discussion  ensued  as  to  fur- 
nishing the  army  and  navy  with  certain  article*, 
including  spirituons  liquors,  free  of  duty. 
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The  following  is  the  section  of  the  act  out  of 
■which  the  discussion  grew  : 

14.  All  wines  and  distilled  liquors  and  brown 
sugar,  flour,  bread,  cheese,  oatmeal,  peas,  &c., 
imported  tor  the  army  or  navy,  or  naval  j ard,  or 
any  commissary  or  government  contractor,  and 
all  prize  goods  purchased  tor  their  use,  and  all 
spirituous  liquors  distilled  in  the  province  and 
supplied  for  their  use,  shall  be  exempted 
from  duties,  but  they  shall  be  warehoused. 
And  when  they  are  intended  to  be  delivered 
from  the  warehouse,  the  entry  shall  be  made  as 
for  home  use,  and  shall  state  that  they  are  sole- 
ly for  the  use  of  the  army  or  navy,  or  naval 
yard  ; and  a bond,  with  two  sureties,  and  in 
double  the  duties,  sha  1 be  given  to  deliver  them 
to  the  persons  authorized  to  receive  them  for 
such  use,  or  otherwise  account  for  them  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said — It  will  be  remembered 
that  on  the  first  day  of  the  session  I asked  for 
a return  of  all  articles  admitted  duty  free  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  and  I regret  that  it  has  not 
yet  been  forwarded  me.  I may,  however,  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  House  that  up  to  1857,  in 
the  appropriation  act  of  every  year,  the  sum  of 
£300  was  voted  as  a drawback  upon  officers 
wine.  In  1858  that  was  thrown  out  by  the 
House,  and  since  that  period  the  Legislature 
has  steadily  refused  to  grant  to  the  officers  their 
wines  duty  free.  But  under  the  section  ot  the 
law  before  me  the  principle  sanctioned  by  the 
House,  it  appears,  piay  be  evaded.  Any  officers 
of  the  army  can  go  to  a warehouse  and  ob 
tain  any  of  the  articles  here  specified  and  by 
giving  bonds  and  filing  a certain  affidavit  that 
they  have  been  consumed  by  the  army  they  are 
admitted  duty  free.  Therefore  undei  this  st  - 
tute  the  consistent  action  of  the  House  is  com 
pletely  set  aside.  Not  only  does  it  enable 
officers  to  get  their  wine  free,  but  a sho  t 
time  ago  a contractor  in  this  city,  through 
it,  obtained  great  advantages  as  I shall 
show.  Uutil  vi-ry  recently  the  contractors 
paid  duty  on  their  groceries,  but  this  year  the 
contract  was  taken  byr  a person  who  got  ali  his 
supp  its,  under  this  statute,  free  of  duty.  I eon 
teDd  these  articles  in  the  warehouse  were  not 
imported  for  the  express  supply  of  the  army  and 
navy — as  it  should  be,  if  they  are  to  be  duty 
free — but  by  private  merchants.  It  will  be  re- 
collected that  at  the  time  of  the  Trent  difficulty 
coffee  and  other  articles  were  imported  express- 
ly for  the  army  , and  put  into  the  warehouses, 
and  after  the  difficulty  was  over  it  was  sought 
to  put  this  article  free  of  duty  into  the  market ; 
but  it  was  not  allowed  by  the  Government  of  the 
day.  Up  to  the  last  six  months  you  cannot  find 
an  instance  of  articles  entered  free  of  duty  unless 
exp , essty  imported  for  the  use  of  the  army  and 
^vy.  A sergeant  can  go  to  the  warehouse  and 
get  a cask  of  rum  free  of  duty,  and  at  this  mo- 
ment a glass  of  liquor  is  sold  at  the  barracks  for 
half  the  sum  it  costs  in  the  city.  Now  I wish 
to  have  this  matter  made  quite  clear — not  to  al- 
low any  chance  of  imposition  by  any  contractor 
or  any  one  else. 

Hon.  Pno  Sec — There  is  no  doubt  if  it  is 
the  policy  of  this  House  to  tax  the  articles 
enumerated  in  this  clause,  when  intended  for  the 
use  of  the  troops,  the  law  will  require  to  be  al- 


tered. The  practice  has  been  correctly  stated 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down, 
but  when  the  matter  was  brought  under  the  no- 
tice of  the  Board  of  Revenue  they  were  of 
opinion  that,  und  r the  law  as  it  now  stands, 
the  Government  had  no  power  to  tax  such  arti- 
cles. I entertain  the  opinion  that  the  law  is 
right  as  it  is  now.  I believe  it  should  not  be 
altered  because  it  has  b en  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain  and  of  all  her  colonies  to  give  to  the  per- 
sons comprising  Her  Majesty’s  army  and  navy 
such  advantages  as  this  law  embraces ; and  if 
there  is  a part  of  the  British  dominions  in 
which  these  restriction  should  not  be  imposed 
it  is  this  city.  Those  who  reflect  upon  the  im- 
mense advantages  conferred  by  the  army  and 
navy — upon  the  benefit  they  are  to  trade — upon 
the  immense  sum  of  money  they  put  in  circu- 
lation annually,  must  be  convinced  that  it  would 
be  most  unjust  to  refuse  them  all  the  privileges 
in  our  power  to  grant.  It  would  be  nei'her  just 
nor  politic  to  take  any  step  that  would  be  looked 
upon  as  indicating  that  the  Legislature  did  not 
appreciate  these  advantage  to  the  fullest  extent. 
Successive  Colonial  Secretaries  have  written  out 
to  this  province,  making  the  strongest  possible 
representations  concerning  the  imposition  of 
taxes  upon  her  Majesty’s  army  and  navy,  and 
urging  the  propietv  of  doing  away  with  theta  at 
the  first  opportunity.  I know  that  the  question 
may  be  differently  viewed  by  some  gentlemen, 
but  I feel  it  is  my  duty  to  express  what  I am 
convinced  is  the  proper  policy  of  this  Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr.  Tobin — If  the  trade  imports  these  goods, 
and  they  are  bought  by  contractors,  and  supplied 
to  the  army  and  navy,  the  mercantile  commun- 
ity is  clearly  benefited  The  Contractor,  in 
the  present  instance,  appears  to  have  b en 
sharper  than  some  others  who  of  course  feel 
aggrieved  ^ He  found  out  that  this  law  offered 
him  a great  advantage,  and  he  availed  himself 
of  it  as  he  had  a perfect  right  to  do  I hav  al- 
ways advocated  the  principle  that  the  officers’ 
wines  should  be  admitted  duty  free,  and  I sin- 
cerely regretted  when  the  former  practice  was 
destroyed  by  the  action  of  a combination  in 
the  Legislature  I believe  that  the  law  is  as  it 
should  be,  and  that  it  should  be  retained  on  the 
statute  book.  I believe  that  the  army  and  navy 
should  have  all  necessary  articles  free  ot  duty, 
as  some  slight  return  for  the  great  benefits  their 
presence  confers  upon  us. 

Mr.  McF>  rlane  briefly  expressed  himself  in 
favour  of  makin.  all  prop  r concessions  to  the 
army  and  navy. 

Mr  Archibald  said  : It  is  very  extraordinary 
that  the  hon  gentli  men  never  discovered  until 
now  that  the  officers  of  th?  army  and  navy  had 
a right,  under  the  existing  law,  to  receive  such 
articles  free  of  duty.  Without  dwelling,  how- 
ever, on  this  point,  I may  state  that  I do  not 
agree  with  the  hon  member  for  Halifax  ( vtr. 
Tobin)  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  old  prac- 
tice was  done  awav  with.  It  was  not  consider- 
ed as  a question  of  administration  but  invariably 
as  an  open  question.  The  reason  why  the  £300 
was  struck  off  was  because  a great  number  of 
gentlemen  believed  that  it  was  only  giving  a 
bounty  for  the  distribution  of  spirituous  liquors. 
If  I recollect  aright  it  was  struck  off  when  th# 
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lion,  member  for  Annapolis  was  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  government. 

Beyond  the  law  I may  state  that  Her  Majesty 
has  the  right  to  introduce  into  this  or  any  other 
colony  any  articles  for  the  use  of  the  army  or 
navy.  Her  Majesty  pays  no  duty  upon  the 
property  used  for  her  purposes.  If  it  is  intended 
that  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  should 
get  all  these  articles  in  question  free  of  duty  let 
it  be  made  clear. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gun. — We  have  a right  to  look  at 
the  troops  differently  from  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country.  They  come  here  for  a special  object. 
They  are  not  taxed  for  the  improvement  of  this 
country,  for  they  are  only  here  temporarily. 
It  would  be  manifest!)*  unfair  to  impose  any 
burthens  upon  them  from  ■which  they  are  free 
in  the  mother-country.  In  Englard,  these  du- 
ties are  not  paid.  The  < nly  thing  to  guard 
against  is  the  coming  of  these  wines  into  gene- 
ral consumption.  The  policy  is  to  allow  the 
troops  to  have  a glass  of  wine  at  their  mess 
free  of  duty.  The  law,  as  it  now  stands,  is  clear 
enough.  The  process  under  which  the  parties 
interested  have  to  act  is  c ear  and  simple.  They 
go  through  a certain  form,  and  after  satisfacto- 
ry evidence  has  been  afforded  that  the  articles 
wanted  are  required  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
they  can  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec.  pointed  out  that  the  wording 
of  the  act  bore  on  its  very  face  the  evidence  that 
the  intention  was  not  only  to  ailow  goods  impor- 
ted directly  for  the  use  of  the  army  and  navy  to 
enter  free  of  duty,  but  also  to  allow  them  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  warehouse  under  the  same  con- 
dition. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnkll  believed  that  the  time  of 
the  House  was  unnecessarily  wasted  in  discus- 
sing a matter  on  which  there  could  be  little  dis- 
pute. He  suggested  an  amendment  which  he 
Considered  would  make  the  clause  quite  clear 

Mr.  Bl  inchard — I may  state  that  the  British 
Government  does  not  issue  a single  glass  of  li- 
quor as  rations  to  their  troops,  and  I would  like 
to  see  the  authority  which  states  that  the  Brit- 
ish tro  )ps  get  their  iqours  free  of  duty.  They 
get  their  rations  and  clothing,  free,  and  that  is 
all.  The  officers  may  get  their  wane  free,  but 
it  is  not  so  with  the  spirits  of  the  soldiers.  Now, 
here,  every  gallon  of  rum  or  for  mdy  that  goes 
to  the  barracks  pays  no  duty.  There  a man 
can  get  brandy,  gin,  or  any  other  liquor  at  half 
the  price  he  has  to  pay  in  any  shop  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Pryor — Can  any  individual  go  into  the 
barracks  and  buy  in  that  way  1 

Mr.  Blanchard — I mean  that  the  troops  can# 
buy  it,  though  I have  no  doubt  that  I can  go  to 
a sergeant  and  buy  a bottle  of  brandy  from  h m 
for  half  of  what  I would  have  to  pay  at  a regu- 
lar dealer.  I ask  should  it  be  the  policy  of  this 
House  to  offer  the  soldiers  such  inducements  to 
drink.  Can  the  British  Government  wish  us  to 
pursue  a policy  which  must  make  the  soldier 
more  unmanageable  ? I ask  the  House  to  con- 
sider whether  they  are  willing  to  depart  from 
the  policy  of  1858,  and  offer  such  incentives  to 
intoxication. 

lion.  Atty.  General  contended  on  behalf 
of  the  policy  of  allowing  the  army  and  navy  ob- 
taining all  the  articles  they  required  free  of  du- 
ty. As  regard  the  construction  of  the  law,  he 
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observed  that  it  was  obviously  intended  that  the 
troops  should  receive  ali  the  articles  therein  enu- 
merated free  of  duty.  The  only  question  that 
existed  in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen  was  to 
the  mode  in  which  they  should  be  got  out.  As 
to  the  ■ proper  policy,  there  could  be  but  little 
doubt.  He  felt  that  situated  as  we  are,  defended 
by  the  parent  state  at  a vast  expens ■ of  which 
we  had  not  to  bear  a single  farthing,  it  was  but 
proper  that  we  should  make  all  proper  conces- 
sions to  the  army  and  navy. 

iMr  Archibald,  Provincial  Secretary,  and 
Mr.  Tobin  made  a few  observations  in  support 
of  their  position  on  this  matter. 

The  Pro.  See,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
stated  that  both  Sir  Ga^pard  Le  Marchant 
and  Sir  E.  Bulwer  Lytton  stated  in  despatches 
that  it  was  not  usual  in  England  to  tax  officer’s 
wine.  He  also  stated  that  if  it  was  found  on  en- 
quiry that  the  soldier  was  receiving  a vantages 
here  which  were  not  allowed  in  Great  Britain, 
he  would  be  ready  to  alter  the  law  at  once.  He 
was  not  anxious  to  do  anything  that  was  not 
sanctioned  by  the  Imperial  Parliament.) 

Air.  Longley  followed  and  said — Though  Ido 
not  pretend  to  understand  this  question  thorough- 
ly, yet  I feel  I am  called  upon  to  make  a few 
observations.  As  I understand  the  matter,  it  is 
mentioned  in  the  contract  that  the  contractor 
will  furnish,  in  connection  with  other  articles, 
spirituous  liquors  of  all  kinds.  Is  it  not,  then, 
clearly  for  fhe  interest  of  the  contractor  that  he 
s lould  furnish  more  liquor  than  is  necessary  ? 
Is  there  not  agriatdeai  of  danger  that  large 
quantities  will  find  their  way  into  the  barracks, 
and  out  again  ? I do  not  believe  that  the  Bri- 
tish Government  will  be  very  much  obliged  to 
us  for  taking  such,  especial  pains  to  make  the 
s ddiers  drunk.  In  proportion  as  you  cheapen 
the  price  of  the  article,  you  increase  its  consump- 
tion. I do  not  think  we  are  doing  right  to  the 
soldier  by  affording  the  facilities  open  to  him  un- 
der this  law.  I wish  to  know  whether  in  the 
i ase  of  a prohibitory  law  being  passed — and  that 
may  occur  sooner  than  many  imagine— we  eould 
consistently  allow  liquors  to  be  imported 
free  of  duty  for  the  soldiery.  I contend  it 
would  le  most  improper  to  do  s > after 
having  passed  such  an  enactment.  In 
conclusion,  I will  s ate  without  any  hesi- 
tancy, that  I will  give  my  vote  against  what  I 
beiieve  will  be  accompanied  with  the  most  bane- 
ful results. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Solicitor  Genl., 
the  matter  was  allowed  to  lie  over  for  the  pre- 
sent, that  further  information  might  be  obtain- 
ed. 

GUYSBORO’  ELECTION. 

Mr  James  McDonald  presented  the  petition 
of  J.  J-  Marshall,  Esq  , against  the  return  of  S. 
Campbell,  Esq  , one  of  the  sitting  members  for 
Guysbor  ’. 

Mr.  Campbell,  after  the  petition  had  been 
read,  said — If  this  were  a matt  r only  affecting 
my  own  position,  I would  not  offer  a single  re- 
mark, but  as  it  touches  other  interests  I cannot 
refrain  from  making  a few  observations.  This 
petition  is  of  a most  extraordinary  character. 
Its  aim  is  to  call  into  question  the  legislation  of 
last  winter.  Its  aim  is  to  do  an  act  which  when 
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I look  around  these  benches  and  consider  the 
character  and  position  of  the  gentlemen  sitting 
upon  them,  I feel,  cannot  be  perpetrated.  It 
would  be  indeed  a long  time,  I believe,  before 
this  House  could  come  to  the  conclusion  ot  dis- 
franchising any  portion  ot  the  loyal  people  of 
this  province.  I shall  say  nothing  further. 
I shall  await  with  confidence  the  result  of  the 
deliberations  of  any  Committee  that  can  be 
struck.  I feel  assured  that  its  judgment  will 
sustain  the  position  which  1 hold  in  this  house 
as  the  representative  of  a majority  of  the  elect- 
ors of  the  County  of  Guysboro’. 

Hon.  1’rov.  Sec.  questioned  the  propriety  of 
gentlemen  making  remarks  on  the  presentation 
of  such  petitions  as  that  just  read. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  that  it  was  always  a pri- 
vilege of  a gentleman  to  make  a few  remarks 
when  his  position  or  character  was  assailed. 

It  was  decided  that  Friday  next,  19th  inst., 
at  three  o’clock,  be  the  day  for  taking  the  petition 
into  consideration. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  half  past  one 
the  next  day.  

Saturday.  13  h Feb.  1864. 

PRELIMINARY  BUSINESS. 

The  Home  met  at  thne  oVock. 

Hen.  Mr.  McFarlane  p eseLt' d a petit'on 
from  James  Fc  g isson,  an  aged  teacher.  ask:ng 
Lr  a grant  of  land. 

A few  remarks  were  made  relative  lo  such 
peti  ions.  Hon.  Attorney  General  mentioned 
that  in  former  yetrs  the  ft  a ‘.her  had  to  serve  40 
je^rs  before  any  such  p; ivi’-^t e was  ac30id-d 
him.  Mr.  Bid  was  understo>  d to  be  cppos<d  to 
the  giving  of  these  grants,  so  fie'juently,  for  he 
believed  that  many  getthtm  UDdeseivtdly.  Mr. 
Kaulback  expressed  dims  It  in  favour  of  the  po- 
licy of  giving  these  grants  to  deserving  teachers, 
as  some  slight-  cjiip  n-ation  for  their  arduous 
and  poorly  remunerated  services. 

Mr.  Bill  pesented  a petiiion  f om  a number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Aviedord  in  referei  a to 
Dalhousie  College. 

Mr.  Lawrence  presented  a petition  from  the 
inhabitants  or  Rockville,  asking  for  a change  in 
a way  office. 

In  rep  y to  a question  of  the  Provincial  Secre- 
tary, the  Speaker  seated  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Commilte  to  which  aa 
eke  ion  petition  was  refern  d to  move  for  the 
production  of  t ie  poll  boons  and  o^her  papers 
connected  with  the  case. 

PETITION  AGAINST  MR.  ALLISON,  &C. 

At  two  o’clock,  the  hour  named  on  a previous, 
day,  (he  ptt  tiou  of  Mr.  Smith  against  the  return 
of  Mr.  Allison,  the  sitting  member  for  North 
Queens,  was  taken  up. 

The  petitioner  was  lepreeented  at  the  Bar  of 
the  House  by  Alexander  James.  Esq.,  Barrister. 

The  following  name3  were  drawn  by  the  Clerk  : 
Messrs.  LGcke,  Robertson,  Blackwood,  D.  Fraser, 
.lames  Fraser,  King,  McK»y.  Robicheau,  Law- 
rence, Provincial  Secretary,  Financial  Secretary, 
Hon.  Mr.  McKinnon,  Hon.  Mr.  Shannon,  Hon. 
Mr,  BdcFarlane. 

The  Committee  struck  to  try  the  petition  is  as 
follows;  Hon.  Financial  Secretary.  Hon.  Mr.  Mc- 
Kinnon, Kffig,  Robicheau,  McKay,  Whitman,  D. 
Fraser. 


Hoo.  Mr.  Shannon  presented  a petition  from 
the  House  Joiners  of  Halifax,  praying  for  an  act 
of  incorporation,  and  introduced  a bill  in  accord- 
ance with  the  prayer  thereof. 

The  hon.  gentleman  mentioned  that  some  re- 
marks of  his  on  a previous  day,  relative  to  peti- 
tions from  aged  teachers  for  f ee  grants  of  land, 
had  been  misunderstood  by  the  reporters.  He 
was  made  to  say  that  when  people  were  fit  for 
nothing  else  they  took  to  teaebiug  school. 
Now,  he  bdieved  our  school  teachers  to  be 
among  the  most  useful  and  hardworked  men  in 
the  commnuity,  and  he  was  most  des  roas  to  sea 
them  attain  that  status  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
He  was  not  surprise  d,  however,  that  he  had  been 
misunderstood  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  inas- 
much a-  he  had  spoken  exceedingly  low. 

Mr.  Pryor  express d his  satisfaction  that  the 
Ion  gfnrenan  hadexplau  el  the  matter  as  he 
bad  don<\  He  i new  w l1.,  by  frequent  conver- 
sa  i n with  his  bon.  fii  md,  that  he  ente  t .ined 
altogether  different  to  those  opiuions  attiiouted 
to  him  in  the  ref  ort, 

Mr.  Blanchard  co-rected  a statement  in  the 
reports  attributing  to  him  an  amendment  refer- 
ring to  a clause  in  the  license  law  touching  in- 
solvent debtors.  He  stab  d that  he  did  not  move 
the  amendment,  and  that  it  was  not  carried  but 
lost 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  if  any  error  occurred  ia 
the  reports,  the  fauP  was  chiefly  with  the  House 
i self.  He  was  frequently  obliged  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Hou-e  whilst  in  Committee  the 
fact  that  gentleman  tiding  on  the  lower  end  of 
the  bench  . s were  uuaii ; to  hear  what  was  trans* 
pirirg  at  the  table.  He  felt  convinced  that  the 
discussion  was  so  low  aud  conversational,  at 
ti  nes,  the  reporters  could  not  c t,h  toe  meaning 
of  the  speakers  or  the  character  of  tbe  amend- 
ments. 

Hon.  Pro/.  Secretary  explained  that  be  did 
not  wish  toioavey  ike  meaning  irr  his  remarks 
on  a previous  day,  that  Mr.  Mas  tie  did  ah  i he 
dutits  • f the  collector  at  Pictou.  What  he  said 
was.  that  the  collector  having  an  assistant,  could 
go  out  whenever  he  pleased.  He  did  not  pretend 
to  say  that  the  officer  did  not  p nj  every  attention 
to  bis  duties. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr  Blanchard,  the 
subject  dropp'd. 

[It  is  impossible  for  the  reporters  in  their  pro 
sent  position  to  ea  ch  with  any  degree  of  correct 
ness  what  is  traosp  ring  when  the  House  is  in 
committee.  The  debates  a’e  of  so  conversation- 
al a cbaracer,  ani  carried  on  in  so  low  a tone, 
that  the  nature  of  the  amendments  and  meaning 
of  the  respr c ive  speakers  cannot,  a general 
rule,  be  understood  in  the  confined  and  unsuitable 
place  set  apart  for  the  Press. — J.  G.  B ” 

PETITIONS. 

Hoc.  Mr.  Shannon  presented  a pension,  asking 
for  a post  ride  to  Hnmmor  d s Plains. 

Mr.  Kaulback  presented  two  petitions  from  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  Lunenburg,  praying  for  the 
repeal  of  chap  52  Revised  Statues,  relative  to 
the  township  of  Chester. 

E3>  QUJRY. 

Mr.  Blanchard  asked  the  government  how  it 
was  that  the  people  of  Pictou  were  given  infor-/ 
maticn  respecting  the  proposed  school  bill  before 
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the  Legislature.  He  observed  that  the  last 
Colonial  Standard  had  full  details  of  that  mea- 
sure. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  replied  that,  be  had 
run  his  eye  over  the  article  in  question,  and 
whilst  some  features  were  similar  to  those  in 
the  proposed  school  bill,  others  were  entirely 
dissimilar;  be  supposed  tie  article  was  the  pro- 
duction of  some  gentleman  who  had  carefully 
studied  the  questkn. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  said  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Inverness  was  in  too  great  a hairy  at 
jumping  at  cooclu-  oas.  Toe  fact  was  tuat  the 
provisions  of  tie  measure  proposed  by  the 
St  nlard  oaly  resembled  in  a few  paints  the  bill 
intended  'o  be  introduced  by  the  government. 
Ii  was  the  production  of  a very  intelligent  fiiend 
o'  h;ein  the  towu  of  Pic  ou*  who  felt  much  in- 
terested in  the  advancement  of  education.  When 
the  hon.  gentleman  undertook  to  insinuate 
charges  a raiust  members  of  the  House  be  rhould 
be  careful  what  grounds  he  had  for  making  item. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  be  did  not  see  what 
right  the  bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  McD  ) h?d  to  lec- 
ture him,  because  he  asked  for  information  on 
the  subject  He  bad  himself  no  means  of  know- 
ing whether  the  mea  ure  alluded  to  was  or  was 
not  that  intended  to  be  laid  before  the  Legisla- 
ture. Any  one  reading  the  article  would  very 
naterally  infer  that  it  was  the  same  b:ll. 

Hon.  Fro.  Secretary  said  that  t!  e hon  mem- 
ber fcr  Inverness  was  not  to  blame  for  calling 
attention  to  the  subject.  It  would  not  be  hardly 
respectful  for  the  government  <o  publish  the 
measure  before  submitting  irto  the  Legislature. 

The  hon.  gentleman  also  stated  that  it  was 
proposed  to  bring  down  the  School*  bill  on  Mon- 
day mxt. 

DUTIES  ON  OFFICERS7  WINES. 

The  House  then  went  in'o  Committee  on  BIT3, 
a d 'ook  up  the  Bill  for  the  cnusolidaticn  (ffche 
Statu’ es. 

The  d'semslen  that  occurred  on  the  previous 
evening  on  allowing  sr  polbs  for  the  army  and 
navy,  to  pay  no  duties,  was  ren  w d. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said,  I drew  the  a tention  of  the 
Home  last  evening  to  t'lis  matter,  which  every 
ODe  must  feel  should,  in  future,  be  placed  in  a 
more  satisfactory  po-ition.  I have  since  learned 
th  d the  contractor  who  has  been  spoken  of  dees 
not  contiact  o furnish  the  army  with  ep'ri'u  us 
liquors.  He  only  contracts  to  frnn'sh  the  hos- 
pital with  spirituous  liquors  ; but  it  will  be  found 
that  outside  of  the  contractor,  urder  this  statute, 
tince  the  fi  st  January,  spirituous  liquors  have 
been  obtained  by  officers  of  the  army,  and  pat  iu 
charge  cf  the  Sergeant-Major.  The  liquor  goes 
to  the  barracks,  and  when  a certificate  is  brought 
down  that  it  hss  been  consumed  by  the  army, 
the  duties  are  i emitted.  I was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  liquors  went  through  the  hands 
of  the  contractor,  but  I find  I was  wroDg,  and 
that  he  only  engages  to  supply  the  hospital.  Now 
it  is  well  known  that  three-fourths  of  these  ser- 
geat  ts  do  not  live  in  barracks,  but  in  rent’  d hou- 
ses, ard  they  can  obtain  aDy  amount  of  liquor 
they  please.  If  they  can  consume  it  in  tbe:r 
own  houses,  they  can  easily  supply  it  to  their 
friends.  I notice  by  tbe  return  that  has  been 
furnished  me  by  the  Financial  Secretary  that 


there  are  but  few  entries  until  December,  during 
which  month  they  are  numerous — equivalent  to 
an  entry  every  day.  ffe  ^ssuraing  that  t*e  in- 
crease iaio  the  same  tatio,  I have  no  doubt 
that  the  month  of  January  will  exhibit  a very 
large  am  mu*.  Now  ht  me  turn  your  attention 
t j another  fact.  It  would  be  thoug’ t that  the 
Boaid  of  Revenue  would  confine  the  remission  of 
duties  fo  those  erticlesexpressly  men'iw d in  the 
law,  but  I find  that  the  second  aid  third  largest 
articles  mm  ioned  in  ’his  return  are  not  iu  the 
Statute  at  all.  For  instance,  there  are  2643  ibs 
of  coffee,  o t which  the  duty  is  4 cents  a lb — an 
article  not  a laded  ?o  in  tbe  section  The  next 
at  tide  is  tea,  which  is  also  not  mentioned, 

Thus  we  see  that  a considerable  amount  of  da 
ty  has  been  remitted  entirely  without  the  autho- 
rity of  law.  This  may  be  only  an  oversight- 
b it  certainly  it  is  a very  strange  one.  I may 
a'so  state  that  ro  a pound  of  green  ceffee  ever 
goes  to  the  barracks : it  must  be  roasted  acd 
ground.  Before  it  is  thus  made  fit  <o  be  receiv- 
ed, room  for  no  li  ’ 1 r impoTion  is  allowed. 
Who  can  tell  what  mxy  be  done  with  it  befere  it 
reaches  the  barracks  in  the  condition  required. 
It  Is  v ry  curious  that  t’re  very  first  entry  was  by 
J.  Cocfcran  & Son,  cf  4 chests  black  tea  and  1343 
lb3,  coffee.  How  is  it  that  the’head  of  the  Excise 
Department  should  have  allowed,  at  the  first  ap- 
plication, an  article  to  go  out  duty  free,  which  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  list.  The  fact  is  that  the 
department  hss  assnmed  that  tbe  army  and  navy 
must  have  everything  they  want  free  irem  duty. 
There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  amount  of  rum, 
but  1 believe  it  will  be  found  that  the  rum  to 
which  I have  referred  and  ether  articles,  have 
been  actually  taken  in  tbe  month  of  January.  I 
know  ( ne  house  in  tb?s  city  from  which  rum  casks 
of  pin,  wine,  brandy,  etc,  have  been  sent  cut.  I 
submit  to  the  House  whether,  undf  r such  circum* 
stances,  they  are  prepared  to  endorse  this  law, 
and  give  everything  that  Is  r qu:red  by  the  ar- 
my and  navy,  free  of  duty.  Those  articles, 
w icb  ere  got  by  the  contractor,  a~e  tot  only 
consumed  in  tbe  barrack3,  bat  outside  as  well. 
An  cfjicer  rer-idiog  out  of  barracks  can  obtain 
from  the  messman  his  tea,  coffte,  sugar  and  other 
articles.  I believe  the  present  system  opens  a 
wide  door  to  smug;  ling,  and  is  in  everyway  emi- 
nently unsatisfactory. 

(The  hon.  gentleman,  in  conclusion,  pointed 
out  that  he  was  not  astray  when  he  stated  on  a 
previous  day,  that  owing  to  the  remission  of  du- 
ties. a bottle  of  rum,  gin,  &c  , might  be  sold  at 
half  the  price  it  could  be  purchased  at  ordinary 
dealers.) 

Hon.  Scl  General— The  hon.  gentleman,  I 
am  glad  to  find,  ha3  corrected  the  statements  he 
made  last  night,  I recollect  him  distinctly  mak- 
ing tbe  assertion  that  the  troops  could  go  to  the 
S'  rgeants’  mess  and  buy  there  liquors  at  half  the 
pLice  they  could  outside.  He  even  said  that  be 
could  go  to  the  sergeant  and  buy  a bottle  of 
brandy  himself. 

Mr.  Blanchard— What  I said  was  that  I be- 
lieved that  I coufd  obtain  a bottle  of  brandy  out 
of  these  goods  at  half  the  price. 

Hon.  Sol.  General— I expressed,  at  the 
time,  my  astonishment  that  the  regulations 
by  which  Her  Majesty's  service  is  guided, 
would  permit  any  officer  commissioned  or  not, 
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to  be  the  medium  for  the  pale  of  spirituous 
liquors.  I have  endeavored  since  to  obtain  all 
the  information  possible  on  this  questiou,  and 
I believe  I understand  it  now  pretty  well.  But 
before  goiDg  into  an  explanation  of  the  position 
which  the  troops  occupy  in  thi«  province,  let  me 
first  make  the  statement  that  in  England  the  sum 
of  £25  sterling  is  allowed  to  (very  company  in 
the  service  to  enable  lhfm  to  pav  duty  on  their 
wines.  I will  go  further  and  state  that  if  they 
import  their  own  wines  they  are  allowed  to  get 
them  in  duty  free.  lu  that  country  the  sum  I 
have  mentioned  would  go  mush  lurtber  than  in 
this  province.  I may  also  state  that  there  is  no 
allowance  to  the  sergeants'  mess  for  spirits.  There 
are,  however,  canteens  which  are  provided  with 
a house  and  a number  of  perquisites  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Government  in  order  to  enable  the 
troops  to  provide  themselves  with  liquor  at  a 
moderate  price.  But  I wculd  ask  t’oehon.  mem- 
ber for  Inverness  -o  turn  to  the  list  be  has  and 
Bee  where  there  is  any  wrong  dealing.  I may 
state  that  two  puncheons  of  rum  have  only  been 
porchased  up  to  the  present  ime.'and  they  which 
are  likely  to  last  a long  iue  have  been  pur- 
chased exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  sergeants 
mess.  When  the  hqc.  gentleman  undertook  to 
say  that  aDy  common  soldier  could  get  this  li- 
quor he  made  a statement  which  was  calculated 
grievously  to  misb  a 1 the  H-mse  ; it  is  confined 
exclusively  to  the  use  of  the  sergeants’  ipess. 
The  sergeant-maj  r s charged  with  the  care  of 
a.  certain  quantity  of  these  spirit4  which  he  deals 
cut.  The  non  resident  sergeants  can  only  ob- 
tain a limited  supply  fo!’  their  own  use.  As  to 
the  contractor  he  can  withdraw  no  liquor  except 
for  the  use  of  the  bocpital,  as  I intimated  wnen 
the  question  first  came  up. 

Now  I have  subm  tted  evidence  to  show  tint - 
there  is  no  foundation  iu  fact  for  such  general 
as^eriions  a4*  were  made  yesterday.  They  were 
ealeu  ated  to  mis’':  ad  the  Ibis,  and  create  a 
wrorg  imp’-ts  on  as  to  ihe  actual  praet’ce 
Jhssrs.  Esson  <fe  Co.  lave  only  withdrawn  two 
puncheons  of  rum  ft  r he  use  of  tte  two  regi- 
ment'. It  caurot  be  shown  that  ary  of  these 
supplies  hav^  been  used  for  any  other  purpos  s 
than  the  law  requires  ihe-7  should  be.  No  rum 
that  las  be  ns  LI  in  t‘  e c;  nt<-<  ns  has  b-  eo  free 
from  duty.  To  the  st  t no  r t ■>  f the  hon.  a d lear- 
ned member  that  the  pr;  ctice  in  c is  u e offered 
inducements  to  excesses  I cm  answer  that  I fi<  d 
since  the  l’quor  vas  admi'  ed  d t?  fr*e  'he  e 
has  b en  actually  ie  s drunk  than  b hr.  The 
sergeants  ( f the  ertil  er  y m<  ss  have  : ad  no  rum 
at  all,  as  it  is  too  small. 

Hon.  Pkov.  Sec. — 1 think  no  "a1  It  can  be  fo’  nd 
with  he  bon  m mber  for  Inverm  s4  for  br  nging 
this  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  H-  use.  Tnere 
are  two  questions  be  o e us  for  co  isidera  ion. 
One  is,  wba  is  >he  prOD*-r  con  tructioo  of  the 
Act?  Tte  otter,  what  soul!  be  the  p ooer  po- 
licy ot  tfci - Legis’atuie?  VVh  n the  *tt  nti^o  of 
the  government  was  caled  to  the  matter— 
wh-.n  it  was  claim  d by  toe  contract  r t'  at  i n ’er 
the  express  terms  of  this  act  he  had  a right  to 
exemption  from  dut?.  we  felt  be  was  correct.— 
The  Government,  therefore,  gave  such  a con- 
struction to  the  Act  as  they  believed  its  express 
terms  would  permit.  I am  not  disposed  <o  bear 
too  strongly  upon  any  inaccuracy  in  the  state- 


ments of  the  bon.  member.  The  discussion  that 
ensued  yesterday  brought  out  the  fact  that  there 
was  a great  want  of  inf-  rma  ion  on  the  subject 
on  all  sides.  I entertain  rhe  opinion  that  it 
would  Dot  be  wise  for  this  Province  to  adopt  a 
policy  contrary  to  that,  which  is  in  force  in  o'h  r 
colonir  s.  giving  certain  privileges  to  Hi  r M-qV- 
ty’s  army  and  navy.  I am,  however,  ent  irely 
prepared  to  go  with  the  House  not  toix'eod 
these  exemptions  one  jot  or  ti’tle  beyond  those  al- 
lowed elsewhere  ; and  if  rum  is  not  given  in  ra- 
tions in  Great  Britain  to  the  soidinry.  I see  no 
reason  why  the  troops  here  should  obtain  tb  t ar- 
ticle free  Irom  duty  If  you  p'ace  rum  at  half  its 
ordinary  price,  without  restriction  as  t > the  qua- 
lity. at  the  disposal  of  the  soldier,  von  expose 
him  to  additional  tenyit  >tion.  I think  the  same 
privileges  which  are  granted  to  the  troops  in 
Great  Britain,  and  other  colonies,  should  only  be 
accorded  here.  As  to  ’he  mole  in  which  they 
should  be  grart  d,  it  is  for  the  H use  to  decide. 

Hon  Financial  Secretary  proposed  to  exclude 
rum  from  the  list  of  exemptions  to  the  clause  in 
question. 

Mr.  Blanchard — Tam  gratified  to  find  that 
though  I may  have  fallen  into  one  or  two  inac- 
curacies yesterday,  the  facts  I have  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  House  have  induced  tbe<Govern- 
m^nt  t>  strike  out  the  articles  which  are  con- 
sidered fflo-t  ohj  ^tionable.  The  hon.  Solicitor 
General  has  alluded  to  the  sum  of  £25  allowed 
in  England  as  a large  one.  It  is  true  that  du  i s 
on  wines  have  been  considerably  reduced  in  that 
country  of  late  years,  but  still  ’.liey  are  much 
higher  than  in  this  Province  ; and  therefore  it  is 
obvious  that  £25  per  company  would  uot  relieve 
as  much  w’ne  as  the  £300  to  the  whole  garri-on 
here  would.  The  contractor,  it  is  said,  with* 
draws  no  liquor  except  for  the  use  ol  the  bos. 
pital.  Now  at,  this  moment  the  present  contract- 
or for  the  hospiti!  pays  his  duties  on  bis  liquors, 
and  has  not  got  the  advantage  which  it  is  said  be 
hies.  In  conclusion,  I will  but  add  that  I would 
prefer  striking  out  wines  as  well  as  other  liquors. 
If  officers  are  to  get  their  wines  duty  free,  let  it 
be  done  as  formerly 

Mr.  James  Maco  nald  said  that,  there  were  two 
messes  iu  the  army — one.  the  officers',  and  the 
other,  the  serjeants.  The  rum  was  as  great  a ne- 
cessity to  the  latter  as  the  wine  to  the  former, 
and  he  was  unwilling  to  make  a distinction  be- 
tween the  two. 

Mr.  Tobin  was  disposed  to  leave  the  matt  r in 
thj  La  di  cf  i he  gov^rnrae  t as  it  via^  o *e  con- 
n-cbd  wish  exes  e reauUtions.  He  >h  tight, 
unier  ' 1 the  ci?c  'tn  ances,  i.hire  was  no  n ces- 
sitv  for  altering  'he  law. 

Mr.  Longley  did  n t approve  of  'he  p e’iey  of 
including  any  sp'nituous  liquors  whatever  in  the 
list. 

At  Mr.  Blinchard's  suggestion,  it  was  finally 
agreed  that  shechu  e should  be  amended  so  as 
to  allow  the  goods  mentioned  in  the  list  with  the 
addition  of  tea  axd  ceffee,  to  be  entered  and  de- 
livered from  warehouse,  free  from  duty  when 
imported  for  the  use  of  the  army  and  navy,  by 
Commissariat  or  Admiralty  dipirtments. 

Tte  rest  of  the  clauses  iu  the  act  then  passed. 
post  office. 

The  Po«t  Office  act  was  next  taken  up,  snd 
sev  ral  amendments  were  Ka  le  cn  molien  (f  the 
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Sol'citor  General  ; but  it  was  utterly  impcs  ible 
l an  their  nature,  with  any  degree  of  correcf- 
38,  in  t’ae  gs  ll°ry. 

fn  tli  * course  rf  the  crnrersaticn  that  occurs 
d,  the  Pn  v S c.  to  k an  oop<  rtnnhy  of  cor- 
■ctinsr  some  st?t' men's  that  ha'i  be  n mule  on 
p evims  day  by  hoD.  g ntlemen  in  oonurcti  n 
i k a roital  matter  in  Shelbu  nr.  He  said  — 
^ome  hoo  member?  hive  tvidei  t\y  recivel  a 
wr  ng  impr  s^ion  es  to  my  v ews  expressed  on 
to  m r occasion3.  The  very  last  year  tfce  !ate 
government  were  in  fower.  they  snent  hundreds 
cf  p unds  in  extending  postal  r'de3  wi  h ut  a 
word  of  critic;sm  in  my  p rr.  I assumed  that 
t’  ev  hed  ac  ed  as  the  public  service  requhed;  in 
o‘hfr  vo"d?  wit  a a n ga-d  to  the  recessitDs 
wLi  h a^ise  c nt?nu»lly  daring  the  r ce  s of  par- 
liament. I :h  nk  the  circum'tance  wtioh  has 
made  so  strong  f>n  impression  on  both  sides  refers 
to  a vtry  different  situation  of  !h!ngs.  In  refer- 
ring to  the  act  of  the  leader  of  the  pov  rameut 
in  my  own  c uaty,  I stated  that  he  had  ac'ed 
in  contraventb  n of  a decision  of  the  Post  Office 
Commutes  which  was  in  fore,  that  before  any 
new  rid  could  be  ertablisbrd  a certain  amount 
should  be  co rtrbutod  by  the  people — v.hich  re- 
port having  b fn  sdoated  by  the  House  hid  the 
force  of  liw.  Wta  I said  w s thi« — and  I may 
state  that  I rial  from  the  pamphlet  containing 
the  official  report  of  Legislative  proceedings  in 
18G1,  page  4 : — * He  (Mr.  Howe)*  even  went 
further.  He  vio’ae^  the  resolution  of  fhe 
House  ?n  reference  to  Post  Offices.  This  House 
found  that. under  the  old  system  of  establishing 
pcs'al  rides,  the  Post  Office  Df payment  be- 
came a great  expense;  and  accord  ngly  the 
co  r.n  ittee  reported  that  no  new  rides  eboild  be 
apjo  nted  UR’e3S  the  people  in  the  d strict  whete 
the  ride  w>s  wanting,  gave  bonds  that  tfcev 
would  indemnify  the  government  for  one-!  alf 
t ie  defici  ncv.  That  report  b 'came  law  for  the 
House  adopted  it.  Tfce  Pres  djrt  of  the  Coun- 
cil. anxious  to  shrw  that  be  could  soar  above  tfce 
law,  went  into  a b ck  disuict  aDd  established  a 
new  post  office  rule,  and  put  the  whole  thing 
into  operation 

I h?lt  some  hesitancy  about  referring  to  the 
matter  the  other  day,  without  refreshing  my  me- 
mory. I felt  that  occasionally  gentlemen  sitting 
on  the  opposition  benches  or  in  other  parts  of  the 
House,  may  not  be  so  guarded  at  times  as  is  de- 
sirable. In  the  matter  in  question,  however,  I 
bave  not  acted  inconsistently  with  my  former 
expressed  views.  It  struck  me  as  a novel  doc- 
trine that  members  opposing  the  Government  are 
the  legitimate  sources  of  patronage  in  their  own 
counties,  and  I could  not  believe  that  I ever  laid 
that  down  as  a proper  constitutional  principle. 
By  reference  to  the  extract  I have  just  quoted,  it 
will  be  seen  there  is  no  such  doctnne  urged.  It  has 
been  established  as  a general  principle,  though 
not  always  respected  by  the  late  Government, 
that  the  distributeion  of  road  money,  except  on 
the  great  roads,  belongs  to  the  memners  of  the 
county  ; but  I was  ralher  surprised  to  find  that 
the  Government  must  look  for  advice  ou  such 
matters  as  postal  communication  to  persons 
whose  political  object  would  be  to  mislead  them. 

The  Committee,  after  passing  the  Post  Office 
Ac*,  adjourned  and  reported. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Monday,  15th  Feb.  1864. 

The  House  met  at  three  o’clock. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  : 

By  Mr.  McKajr,  from  West  River,  relative 
to  a postal  matter. 

By  Mr.  Bourinot,  from  the  inhabitants  of  Mire 
and  Cow  Bay,  relative  to  Dalhousie  College. 

By  Mr.  S.  Campbell,  from  Guysboro,  for  in- 
creased mail  accommodation. 

By  Mr.  Locke,  from  merchants  and  others  of 
Halifax,  relative  to  the  duties  levied  on  Nova 
Scotia  fishermen,  on  the  coast  of  Newfound- 
land. 

By  Mr.  Longley,  from  the  trustees  and  go- 
vernors of  Acadia  college,  in  reference  to  Dal- 
housie  college. 

By  Mr.  Miller,  from  Morris  Kavanagh,  in  re- 
ference to  the  Militia. 

By  Mr.  Killam,  from  Wakefield  Patch,  an 
aged  teacher,  praying  for  a free  grant  of  land. 

By  Mr.  Blanchard,  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Plaister  Cove,  for  a money  order  office. 

By  Mr.  Jost,  from  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Germany,  relative  to  Dalhouse  college. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a return  of 
the  aged  teachers  presented  with  free  grants  of 
land. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  laid  on  the  table  despatches 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  relative  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  harbour  and  coal  mines  of  Sydney. 

Mr.  Parker  presented  a petition  of  S Came- 
ron and  others  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Alli- 
son, the  member  f r North  Queens. 

The  propriety  of  receiving  such  petitions  af- 
ter the  Committee  had  been  struck  w s called 
into  question,  and  the  petition  in  question  was 
allowed  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Donkin  asked  for  a return  connected 
with  the  salary  of  the  Private  Secretary  of  the 
Governor. 

Mr.  Jost  also  presented  a petition  from  a 
number  of  Inhabitants  of  Halifax  in  reference 
to  certain  duties  levied  upon  Labrador  Fisher- 
men. 

Mr.  Pryor  presented  a pe  ition  of  the  Ses- 
sions of  the  County  of  Halifax,  on  the  subject 
of  taxation  of  the  county  for  the  support  of  the 
Insane,  and  praying  that  it  may  be  made  a 
Provincial  charge. 

The  petition  was  read  after  some  objection 
to  its  reception  on  account  of  the  prayer  relating 
to  a money  grant. 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  a Bill  in  accordance 
with  the  prayer  thereof. — To  amend  the  act  to 
provide  for  th^  erection  of  a Court  House  in 
Halifax.  Also — a Bill  to  provide  for  the  re- 
construction of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
the  erection  of  the  new  county  jail. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  presented  the  petition  of 
the  shipwrights  and  caulkers  of  Halifax,  asking 
for  an  act  of  Incorporation.  He  also  introduced 
a Bill  in  accordance  therewith. 

The  third  reading  of  the  chapters  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes  already  passed  in  Committee  was 
had. 

THE  REYENHE  LAWS. 

In  reference  to  the  chapter  relating  to  Collec- 
tors of  Customs,  Mr.  Miller  proposed  to  alter 
the  form  of  oath  administered  to  these  officers, 
on  taking  office,  so  that  they  would  be  obliged 


22 


PARLIAMENTABY  DEBATES. 


to  swear  not  only  that  they  were  not  then  open 
ly  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits — but  were  not 
indirectly  engaged  in  any  way  in  trade.  The 
hon.  gentleman  also  proposed  an  alteration  in 
the  amendment  introduced  into  the  law  by  the 
Hon.  Finl.  Secretary,  which  made  it  necessary 
for  the  masters  of  vessels  to  make  an  affidavit  of 
all  goods  contained  in  their  vessels.  The  impor- 
ters are  already  obliged  to  make  such  oath, 
which  he  considered  was  quite  sufficient.  In 
his  opinion,  a declaration  by  the  master  was  all 
that  should  be  required. 

Hon.  Fin’l.  Sec’y.  explained  that  he  was 
introducing  no  alteration  in  the  law.  This 
practice  had  been  in  operation  since  1860  by 
the  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
and  he  was  therefore  simply  embodying  the 
rule  laid  down  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  into 
the  present  law.  If  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
this  amendment,  which  the  experience  of  the 
->ast  had  found  necessary,  were  done  away  with 
hey  might  just  as  well  abolish  the  Revenue 
Laws  altogether. 

Mr.  Milllr  did  not  understand  the  remark’ 
of  the  Financial  Secretary.  He  had  no  wish  to 
relax  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Revenue 
laws  ; all  he  wished  to  do  was  to  substitute  a 
declaration  for  the  oath  required  from  the  mas- 
ter. In  his  opinion,  the  practice  of  obliging  a 
master  of  a vessel  every  time  he  entered  a port 
to  take  an  oath  as  to  the  contents  of  his  cargo, 
led  to  very  demoralizing  practices.  A person 
would  naturally  become  so  habituated  to  the 
practice  as  to  look  upon  it  in  time  as  a mere 
matter  of  form.  He  was  aware  that  the  oath  was 
i regulation  of  the  R veDue  Board  since  1860, 
but  it  should  be  abolished  instead  of  incorpora- 
ted in  the  laws  as  done  by  the  Financial  Secre- 
ary.  In  the  port  of  Arichat  alone  one  thousand 
oaths  would  be  unnecessarily  taken  under  the 
nil  as  it  now  stands.  He  was  informed  these 
>aths  were  not  administered  previous  to  the 
Fin.  Secretary's  coming  into  office.  His  object 
n this  matter  was  a good  one,  and  he  did  not 
,hink  it  would  lessen  the  revenue. 

Hon  Financial  Secretary  pointed  out  the 
difficulty  in  which  the  Collector  might  be  pla- 
ced in  case  the  master  omitted  to  return  the 
name  of  Importers.  The  restriction  imposed  by 
ike  form ) oath  required  from  the  master  had 
been  found  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
Revenue. 

Hon.  Puov.  Sec  ’y  was  at  a loss  to  under- 
stand the  arguments  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Arichat  (Mr.  Miller).  He  professed  to  be  anx- 
ious to  protect  the  revenue,  and  yet  he  proposed 
to  do  away  with  one  of  the  safe  guards  which 
experie  ce  had  recommended.  As  regards  the 
moral  aspect  of  the  question  he  could  not  see 
much  advantage  in  substituting  a declaration 
for  aD  oath.  The  object  of  an  oath  was  to  elicit 
the  truth  and  there  could  be  nothing  wrong  in 
taking  the  oath  unless  the  truth  was  evaded. 
He  could  see  no  reason  why  the  master  should 
be  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  taking  the  oath 
anymore  than  the  Importer.  He  h^d  no  doubt 
that  this  motion  would  increase  the  popularity 
of  the  hon.  member  amongst  the  Shipmasters, 
and  he  would  suggest  to  him  to  include  Impor- 
ters also,  by  way  of  making  it  more  popular. 
Seriously  this  was  a matter  of  some  importance 


and  he  hoped  the  hon.  member  would  withdraw 
his  motion  as  it  might  tend  to  embarrass  the 
operation  of  the  Revenue  Law. 

Mr.  Archibald  was  sure  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber had  no  wish  to  interfere  with  a policy  that 
the  experience  of  the  last  three  years  had  prov- 
ed to  be  sound.  The  object  of  the  oath  was  to 
establish  a check  from  the  master,  who  was  a 
disinterested  party  upon  t'  e importers  As  to 
the  immorality  which  was  stated  to  have  result- 
ed from  the  practice,  lie  was  inclined  to  think 
that  the  man  who  would  solemnly  declare  what 
was  false,  would  not  pay  much  greater  regard 
to  the  sanctity  of  an  oath. 

Mr.  Miller  disclaimed  any  interested  mo- 
tives in  proposing  this  amendment.  All  he 
wished  to  do  was  to  abolish  what  he  considered 
was  a demoralizing  practice  of  obliging  a master 
of  a vessel  everytime  he  entered  a port  to  make 
an  path,  which,  from  the  frequency  of  its  repe- 
tition, he  might  be  inclined  to  look  upon  as  a 
mere  matter  of  form.  He  much  doubted  whe- 
ther such  a practice  was  required  by  the  Reve- 
nue System  of  Great  Britain.  He  believed  it 
was  the  policy  ot  the  Imper  al  Government  to 
discountenance  the  taking  of  oaths,  and  even  in 
solemn  instruments,  in  many  cases,  they  had 
been  abolished  and  declarations  substituted 
therefor.  He  did  not  think  the  Provincial  Se- 
cretary fairly  met  his  remarks,  but  he  was  not 
surprised  that*the  hon.  gentleman  should  come 
to  the  rescue  of  his  colleague.  He  would  not 
press  his  motion  as  the  majority  was  against 
him.  He,  however,  protested  against  the  oath 
now  made  law  by  the  Financial  Secretary.  He 
said,  moroever,  that  he  had  moved  on  Committee 
that  collectors  of  Excise  should  not  be  allowed 
to  act  as  Commission  Merchants,  Auctioneers 
or  Agents  in  dutiable  goods,  which  had  been 
agreed  to.  He  thought  that  these  officers  in 
many  instances  were  collusively  interested  in 
trade  carried  on  by  other  parties,  generally  their 
own  relatives.  This  was  a dangerous  and  dis- 
honest practice,  and  should  if  possible  be  pre- 
ved.  With  that  view  he  moved  the  following 
Amendm  nt  to  the  Act  relating  to  “ Officers  of 
the  Customs."  If  the  oath  was  good  for  roas- 
ters ot  vessels,  it  might  be  well  applied  to  others. 

Every  person  now  appointed  as  collector,  or  en- 
gaged in  the  collection  of  the  Revenue,  shall, 
within  90  days  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
and  any  collector  or  person,  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
hereafter  appointed  or  engaged  in  the  collection 
of  the  Revenue,  shall,  on  his  appointment  or  en- 
gagement make  the  following  oath  : 

I,  A B,  do  swear  that  while  holding  the  office 
of  collector,  or  engaged  in  the  collection  of  the 
Revenue,  I will  not  act  as  a merchant  or  dealer 
in  dutiable  goods,  or  as  auctioneer  or  commis- 
sion merchant,  $r  clerk  of  general  dealer,  or 
merchant,  or  have  any  interest  directly  or  indir- 
ectly, as  partner  injhe  business  of  such  mer- 
chant or  dealer. 

The  Fin.  Sec’y.  offered  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  proposed,  and  it  passed  nem  : con : 

Mr.  James  McDonald  was  of  opinion  that 
provision  should  be  made  to  prevent  collectors 
from  receiving  any  fee  or  reward  from  Impor- 
ters, as  Brokers  or  otherwise  and  he  therefore 
moved  the  following  clause  by  way  of  Rider  to 
the  Bill : 
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No  Custom  House  office  clerk  or  other  person 
engaged  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  shall 
take  oPreceive  any  fee,  reward,  or  remuneration 
for  any  services  performed  by  him  or  them  as 
broker,  or  otherwise  for  or  on  account  of  any 
master,  or  shipmaster,  entering  or  clearing  from 
the  Custom  House,  in  which  such  person  shall 
be  employed. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Coffin  and  Mr. 
Blanchard  the  clause  was  passed  25  to  20  and 
the  Bill  as  amended  was  read  a third  time. 

THE  EDUCATION  BILL. 

Hon  Pnov.  Sec.,  in  introducing  a bill  enti- 
tled, £'  An  Act  for  the  better  encouragement  of 
Edu  ation,”  said— When  on  the  opposition 
benches,  two  years  ago,  I called  the  attention 
of  the  Legislature  to  the  highly  important  facts 
disclosed  by  the  census  which  had  then  been 
compiled.  I pointed  out  that  the  returns  dis- 
closed a very  large  amount  of  ignorance  in  this 
country,  and  I took  the  opportunity  of  stating 
that  I considtred  the  question  of  Education  of 
such  importance  and  interest  to  ail  classes  that 
gentlemen  of  all  parties  in  this  House  should 
unite  with  the  common  purpose  of  improving 
it.  Those  views  commended  themselves  to  the 
candid  consideration  and  judgment  ot  this  house 
and  of  this  country,  and  it  is  now  my  intention, 
first  reminding  the  house  of  the  evidence  we 
have  of  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion, to  state  the  outlines  of  the  bill  which  I now 
have  the  honor  of  introducing. 

It  is  many  years  since  any  improvement  has 
been  made  in  the  educational  system  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  well  known  that  since  the  Legisla- 
ture first  dealt  with  this  question,  the  popula- 
tion and  revenue  of  the  country  have  very  large- 
ly increased.  It  therefore  requires  no  argu- 
ment to  prove  to  intelligent  men  the  propriety 
of  taking  measures  for  the  amendment  of 
our  law,  and  give  increased  facilities  to  such  an 
important  public  service  as  that  of  Education 

I am  quite  aware  that  the  bill  which  I have 
the  honour  now  to  introduce  will  probably  dis- 
appoint many  members  of  the  House,  and  many 
people  in  this  country  who  are  sincerely  desi- 
rous that  something  important  should  be  done 
to  advance  our  educational  status,  and  to  cause  a 
wider  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  all  classes 
of  the  people.  I know  that  the  public  mind  has 
been  directed  very  much  to  one  especial  means 
— that  of  compulsory  assessment  for  the  support 
of  common  schools.  This  bill  does  not  pur- 
pose, however,  to  take  that  course.  I confess 
that  my  views  have  undergone  no  change  on 
this  subject  since  ihe  first  session  I had  the  ho- 
nour ot  a seat  in  this  House,  when  I voted  for  a 
resolution  approving  of  a system  of  c mpulsory 
assessment  for  the  support  of  the  common 
schools  of  this  Province.  But  after  a careful 
examination  of  the  whole  subject,  looking  at  it 
with  a sincere  desire  to  come  to  such  conclusi- 
ons as  would  best  advance  the  wide  diffusion  of 
education  among  the  people,  I have  come  to 
the  belief  that  in  the  present  condition  ot  this 
country,  it  would  not  be  either  wise  or  politic  to 
carry  immediately  into  effect  a system  of  cam- 
pulsory  assessment.  Whilst  I have  thus  hesi- 
tated to  provide  for  compulsory  taxation,  the 
bill  which  I now  introduce  is  framed  with  a 


view  to  render  that  system  as  gradually  accept- 
able to  the  people  as  it  is  possible.  Whenever 
there  is  a disposition  to  introduce  the  system, 
greater  f'acitities  than  heretofore  are  offered,  and 
in  addition  to  that  it  provides  inducements  to 
all  such  sections  of  our  country  as  shall  estab- 
lish schools  open  to  ail.  It  also  provides  for  the 
construction  of -chool-houses  where  it  maybe 
found  necessary  by  that  system,  and  that  with- 
out being  adopted  by  any  vote  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  system  will  therefore  be  introduced 
in  such  a way  as  to  render  it  as  acceptable  as  is 
possible.  At  present,  there  are  some  sections  of 
this  country  where  compulsory  assessment 
could  be  introduced  without  difficulty,  but  there 
are  also  many  sections  where,  in  consequence  of 
want  of  markets,  and  the  a!  sence  of  a circulat- 
ing medium,  and  facilities  for  travel,  etc.,  it 
would  be  found  difficult  to  work  out  the  system 
satisfactorily. 

The  first  thing  proposed  in  this  Bill  is  the  es- 
tablishment of  a Council  of  Public  Instruction. 
Every  one  who  is  familiar  with  educational  mat- 
ters knows  that  cases  arise,  very  frequently, when 
it  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  there  should  be 
some  body  which  is  authoritatively  clothed  with 
power  to  act  on  all  matters  referred  to  them — 
to  publish  such  regulations  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  found  necessary,  in  order  to  introduce 
uniformity  into  the  system  of  schools  and  pro- 
vide for  exigencies  that  will  always  arise  in  car- 
rying out  any  system  of  educatio  * in  this  coun- 
try. A good  deal  of  difficulty  arose  as  to  who 
should  form  the  Council.  I considered  it  to  be 
necessary  that  it  should  have  the  confidence  of 
the  country,  and  that  it  should  be  directly  re- 
sponsible to  the  Legislature.  It  was  therefore 
thought  advisable  that  the  members  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  for  the  time  being,  should  form 
that  Committee  of  Public  Instruction.  It  is  also 
known  that  in  order  to  perfect  the  system  of  edu- 
cation there  should  be  a Superintendent  quali- 
fied to  discharge  the  important  duties  of  exam- 
ining and  reporting  upon  the  educational  state 
of  every  locality  in  this  province,  and  to  gain 
such  information  in  these  examinations  as  will 
enable  him  to  suggest,  from  time  to  time,  valua- 
blo  improvements.  I am  aware  we  have  long 
had  such  an  officer,  but  everybody  knows  that 
he  has  been  charged  not  only  with  the  duties  of 
Superintendent,  but  combines  with  these  the  la- 
borious superintendence  of  the  Normal  School. 
With  such  a demand  upon  his  time  and  talents, 
it  is  impossible  that  he  can  devote  that  amount 
of  consideration  to  the  superintendence  of  edu- 
cation that  is  absolutely  necessar  he  should.  I 
therefore  propose  to  separate  the  duties  of  Su- 
perintendent from  those  connected  with  the 
Normal  School,  and  to  appoint  him  Secretary  to 
the  “ Council  of  Public  Instruction. ” 

In  order  to  give  that  efficiency  to  this  ques- 
tion, which  its  importance  demands,  I have  felt 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  country 
should  have  the  benefit  of  frequent  visits  from 
an  accomplished  Superintendent  of  Education, 
whose  business  it  will  be  to  examine  the  country, 
and  report  upon  its  condition,  in  connection  with 
educational  matters,  from  one  end  tp  the  other. 
Looking,  however,  at  the  impossibility  of  any 
one  individual  being  able  by  his  sole  personal 
exertions,  to  accomplish  all  that  is  desirable  tor 
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the  success  of  this  measure,  a provision  has 
been  introduced  for  the  establishment  of  county 
inspection.  Connected  with  every  Board  of 
Commissioners  throughout  the  province  there  is 
to  be  an  educated,  thoroughly  qualified  man 
acting  in  concert  with  the  general  Superinten- 
dent of  Education.  His  duty  will  be  to  attend 
to  the  thorough  inspection  of  all  the  schools  em- 
braced within  each  district  in  the  province  ; and 
in  order  t > provide  efficient  men  for  this  pur- 
pose, it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  paid. 
This  bill  therefore  proposes  that  this  Inspector 
shall  act  as  a clerk  to  the  School  Board,  for 
which  he  shall  receive  5 per  cent  on  the  actual 
disbursements ; and  in  addition  thereto,  a cer- 
tain sum  for  each  half  yearly  visit  to  each  of  the 
schools  in  his  district. 

, it  is  also  proposed  that  a different  arrangement 
of  the  school  sections  shall  be  made.  This  is  a 
matter  of  no  novelty  to  the  House  since  the  Super- 
intendent of  Education  has,  again  and  again,  cabl- 
ed the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  fact 
that  the  country  has  entirely  outgrown  the  ori- 
ginal dimensions  of  the  school  districts.  This 
bill  proposes  the  construction  of  an  independent 
Board  of  persons,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  sur- 
vey and  re-arrange  all  the  school  districts,  adapt- 
ing them  to  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  also  proposed  to  provide  examiners 
for  each  district  one  of  whom  shall  be  the  In- 
spector, to  examine  all  applicants  for  license  to 
teach.  By  tins  means  it  is  hoped  to  raise  the 
status  of  the  teachers  very  materially.  It  is  also 
p oposed  to  pay  a moderate  amount  of  pay  to 
these  examiners,  in  order  to  interest  them  more 
in  their  duties.  It  is  also  provided  that  one  of 
the  trustees  who  shall  be  charged  wiEh  the  es- 
pecial business  of  management  of  the  school 
minutes  shall  be  paid  a commission  on  the 
moneys  collected  by  him,  as  remuneration  for 
his  services. 

I have  already  stated  that  the  bill  provides 
greater  facilities  than  heretofore  for  the 
carring  out  of  the  principle  of  assessment. 
A premium  of  25  per  cent  is  offered  to 
every  school  founded  on  the  assessment 
principle  and  declared  free.  In  order  also  to 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  poorer  districts,  the 
bill  provides  that  one  fifth  of  the  entire  amount 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  each  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners shall  be  set  apart  in  the  first  instance,  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  Schools  in  the  spairly 
settled  districts,  and  that,  too,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  they  would  be  otherwise  entitled  o un- 
der the  law.  I am  aware  that  a similar  provi- 
sion existed  in  the  former  act,  but  the  Commis- 
sioners, in  many  instances,  appear  to  have  been 
uncertain  as  to  its  proper  construction.  It  is 
also  proposed  with  a view  to  elevate  that  impor- 
tant body  of  individuals  in  this  country  who  are 
charged  with  the  dessemination  of  education 
through  the  country — in  order  that  they  may 
be  stimulated  to  obtain  the  highest  possible 
amount  of  cultivation,  by  due  preparation  for 
the  discharge  of  their  duties, — it  is  proposed  to 
alter  the  system  under  which  school-teachers 
are  paid.  At  present,  in  the  distribution  ot  the 
public  money  the  advantages  are  entirely  in  fa- 
vour of  the  richer  and  more  highly  sections. 
Now  a tcacherris  not  paid  so  much  according  to 
his  qualifications.  Henceforth,  however,  all  the 


teachers,  in  the  province  are  to  be  classified.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
to  prepare  a scale  for  the  classification  of  teach- 
ers ; those  only  whq  attain  a certain  educational 
standard  can  be  classed  as  first  class  men. 
They  will  thus  receive  that  stat  s to  which  their 
qualifications  entitle  them,  without  reference  to 
the  wealth  and  population  of  the  district  in  which 
they  are  located.  This  classification  is  intended 
to  give  additional  stimulus  to  teachers  to  attain 
a high  order  of  education. 

I have  thus  glanced  at  the  leading  outlines 
ofthemeasu  e which  I am  now  offering  to  the 
House,  and  which  I think  will  be  found  upon 
examination  to  contain,  (if  it  is  not  as  perfect  as 
it  might  be,)  a great  many  improvements  upon 
the  existing  law.  I believe  it  is  a measure 
which,  if  adopted  by  the  House,  will  result  in 
giving  an  impetus  to  the  common  school  edu- 
cation of  the  country.  I have  stated  before  that 
whilst  the  population  and  revenue  of  this  coun- 
ty have  increased,  no  corresponding  increase 
has  been  made  in  the  sum  appropriated  for 
education.  It  is  therefore  proposed  to  increase 
the  grant  very  materially,  in  the  way  which  I 
shall  here  show.  It  is  not  intended  to  interfere 
at  all  with  the  system  of  educational  colleges 
and  academies  of  this  province  which,  after  a 
careful  and  thorough  trial,  have  been  found  to 
aid  so  much  in  advancing  the  education  of  the 
country.  A happy  emulation  in  education  has 
been  excited  among  all  classes,  and  a large 
amount  of  money  has  been  drawn  from  the 
private  coffers  of  denominations  and  individuals 
throughout  the  province,  by  means  of  these 
institutions.  It  is  not  intended  to  interfere  with 
them,  but  the  Government  hope  that  the 
measure  which  is  now  introduced  will  have  the 
effect  of  enabling  each  ot  the  counties  to  get,  to 
some  extent  at  least,  the  same  advantages  which 
are  now  enjoyed  by  those  counties  where  these 
colleges  exist.  On  a former  occasion  the  system 
ot  County  Academies  was  tried,  but  after  a while 
was  abandoned ; but  I believe,  since  then,  the 
advance  in  intelligence,  and  in  wealth  has  been 
so  great  as  to  ensure  their  success  if  they  are 
adopted  once  more.  It  is  proposed  whilst  large- 
ly increasing  the  sum  for  common  schools,  tha* 
the  large  amount  previously  giv  n to  gramn 
schools  shall  be  left  to  the  support  ot  supeiio 
schools. 

It  is  proposed  to  give  every  county  the  advan- 
tage still  of  their  Superior  Schools.  In  addition 
to  that,  it  is  proposed  that  each  county  that  does 
not  enjoy  the  colleges  alluded  to  shall  have  an 
academy  sustained  by  the  grant  ot  $800  each. 
The  effect  of  that  will  be  that  there  will  be  13 
County  academies  with  grants  amounting  in  all 
to  $7800.  In  18  counties  there  will  be  $400 
granted  for  each  of  the  superior  schools  which 
are  provided  for  in  the  Act,  and  in  addition  to 
that  it  is  proposed  to  raise  the  amount  for  the 
support  of  common  schools  to  $58,880,  inde- 
pendently of  the  superior  schools  and  county 
academies.  That  will  give  an  addition  oi  over 
$13,000.  The  amount-  required  for  the  acade- 
mies, and  payment  of  local  inspectors  will  in- 
crease the  sum  necessary  for  educational  pur- 
poses something  like  £6000  during  the  present 
year. 

I now  beg  leave  to  introduce  the  bill,  the  pro- 
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visions  of  which  I have  cursorily  run  over.  I 
have  1 ttle  doubt  that  it  will  be  the  desire  of  all 
parties  in  this  House  to  give  such  a stimulus  to 
the  tducation  of  Nova  Sco  ia  as  that  when  the 
decennial  period  comes  round  again,  for  taking 
an  account  of  our  condition,  the  returns  will  not 
cause  a blu^h  of  shame  to  mantle  in  the  faces 
of  every  intelligent  man  as  was  the  case  when 
the  late  census  revealed  the  deplorable  amount 
of  ignorance  that  existed  in  this  province. 

(The  Prov.  Sec.  also  stated,  subsequently, 
that  it  was  intended  to  distribute  the  education- 
al grant  to  the  common  schools,  among  the 
several  counties,  more  in  accordance  with  their 
population.) 

Mr.  Archibald — I have  listened  with  a great 
deal  of  interest  to  the  observations  which  have 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary  on  the 
introduction  of  the  bill.  I presume  that  this  is 
the  measure  which  has  been  promised  to  the 
country  in  the  Speech.  I may  say,  at  the  out- 
set, that  there  are  many  things  in  it,  to  which  I 
give  my  most  cordial  support.  There  are  also 
some  things  in  it  which  I have  no  doubt  will  be 
subject  to  some  modification,  when  it  comes  up 
legitimately  for  discussion.  But  I cannot  he  p 
saving,  and  I feel  it  my  duty  to  say,  that  I par- 
ticipated in  the  disappointment  which  the  boa. 
gentleman  suggested  some  might  feel  on  consid- 
ering the  bill.  I think  that  the  present  Govern 
ment  stand  in  a position  that  do  Government  has 
ever  stood  in  this  country — that  no  Government 
may  be  expected  to  occupy  hereafter — to  deal 
vith  this  question  in  a vigorous  manner.  I am 
of  opinion  that  the  provisions  of  the  proposed 
bill  do  not  differ  very  materially  from 
those  of  the  statute  already  in  existence.  Its 
improvements  are  not  of  the  importance  that  the 
House  and  the  country  had  a right  to  expect. 
The  Provincial  Secretary  congratulates  the  coun- 
try that  the  Educationa  grant  has  been  increas- 
ed from  145,880  to  $58,880,  independently  of  the 
sum  that  he  intends  to  provide  for  the  g ammar 
schools  and  academies  Let  us  look  at  the  posi- 
tion of  the  country  when  the  former  sum  was 
granted.  Then  we  had  a revenue  of  only  £115,- 
000,  whilst  last  year,  we  had  nearly  double  that 
sum.  It  must  therefore  strike  every  one  til  t the 
increase  in  the  educational  service  is  not  as  great 
as  the  country,  considering  it3  revenue,  had  a 
right  to  expect.  I think  the  Provincial  Secre- 
tary at  one  time,  raised  the  grant  by  $12000, 
though  it  only  lasted  for  two  or  three  years, 
and  was  withdrawn.  bo  after  all  he  cannot 
boast  that  he  present  increase  is  so  remarkable. 

I cannot  think  this  question  is  being  dealt 
with,  in  as  vigorous  a manner  as  the  necessities 
of  the  country  require  and  the  position  of  the 
Government  warrants.  Looking  at  the  deplor- 
able facts  exhibited  in  the  census, — at  the  large 
number  who  can  neither  read  nor  write — I can- 
not help  thinking  that  the  grant  should  be  more 
largely  increased  than  is  promised.  I do  not 
mean,  however,  to  say  that  the  steps  taken  in 
this  bill  are  not  in  the  right  direction.  I only 
regret  that  the  difficulties  which  the  Provincial 
Secretary  has  suggested  have  made  him  recre- 
ant to  his  own  convictions  as  expressed  in  this 
House — that,  in  order  to  found  a suitable  system 
of  education,  something  more  is  necessary  than 
merely  making  additional  grants.  I am  afraid 
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also  that  the  encouragement  for  assessment 
wh:ch  the  Provincial  Secretary  says  is  at  the 
basis  of  this  bill,  will  prove  delusive.  We  have 
had  this  system  of  giving  the  power  of  asses- 
• ment  to  the  people  for  a long  period.  Look- 
ing at  the  earliest  legislation  on  the  subject,  as 
far  back  as  1811,  we  find  that  it. was  allowed 
that  any  school  that  was  supported  either  by  as- 
sessment or  subscription  should  receive  a very 
considerable  grant,  and  the  power  was  afforded 
to  the  inhabitants  to  assess  them  selves  just  as  it 
is  in  this  bill  To  give  the  power  to  the  people 
to  assess  themselves  if  they  think  proper  will 
never  work  well ; the  result  will  be  just  as  m the 
case  of  the  Municipal  Incorporation  measure. 

There  is  one  feature  of  this  bill  to  which  I feel 
bound  to  give  my  warm  approbation— that  part 
which  provides  for  county  inspection.  Anybody 
who  is  aequaintedwith  the  common  schools  ofthis 
country  knows  that  that  interest  which  should 
be  taken  in  them  is  by  no  means  general.  The 
teacher  does  not  get  the  support  and  encourage- 
ment to  which  he  is  entitled.  The  proposed  in- 
spe  tion  will  give  a stimulus  to  the  teachers  and 
to  the  scholars,  and  in  my  own  mind  will  have 
more  effect  in  promoting  the  cause  of  education 
than  any  other  clause  in  the  bill. 

Hon.  Solicitor  General. — The  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  expressed  his  regret  that  the  govern- 
ment have  not  gone  further  in  the  direction  of 
assessment  Now,  compulsory  taxation  is  a 
subject  of  great  importance,  which  has  been  be- 
fore the  country  for  years,  but  I believe  since 
1843  there  has  not  been  a vote  taken  in  the  Le- 
gislature which  would  warrant  any  Government 
introducing  a bill  adopting  the  principle  in  its 
entirety.  Looking,  however,  at  the  position  of 
the  hon.  gentleman,  we  could  not  expect  him  to 
express  less  than  he  has  done.  He  very  natu- 
rally has  reasons  to  desire  that  the  Government 
should  go  further  than  they  have  done.  But 
the  honorable  gentleman  also  remarked  that 
this  measure  differs  but  little  from  the  bill 
which  is  now  to  be  found  on  our  statute  book. 
But  on  this  point,  I feel,  he  cannot  find  many 
to  agree  with  him.  The  present  measure  pro- 
pose many  useful  improvements,  whilst  in  the 
bill  now  in  force  there  is  no  system  at  all.  The 
hon.  gentleman  also  conveniently  forgets  that 
the  late  government,  during  all  the  time  they 
v ere  in  power,  made  no  attempt  to  alter  the 
law  at  all.  They  went  to  the  country  last  year 
without  attempting  to  touch  the  question,  not- 
withstanding the  large  revenue  they  had. 

The  hon  gentleman  refers  us  to  the  time 
when  the  present  grant  was  first  made,  and  ar- 
gues that  it  has  not  been  increased  in  proportion 
to  the  augmentation  of  the  revenue.  But  he 
forgets  that  then  we  had  no  railways,  to  bring  a 
heavy  expense  upon  the  exchequer.  Under 
these  circumstances  then  I think  that  the  addi- 
tion to  the  grant  is  a very  great  step  in  advance. 
As  to  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  bill,  I think 
they  only  require  careful  consideration  to  com- 
mend themselves  to  tli  commendation  of  every 
intelligent  man  in  the  House  and  in  the  country. 
Any  one  who  is  at  all  acquainted  with  the  work- 
ing of  the  present  system  must  feel  that  it  is 
eminently  unsatisfactory. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Archibald  and 
the  hon.  Solicitor  General,  the  House  adjourned. 
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Tuesday,  Feb.  16,  1864. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  F use  met  at  11  o’clock,  a.  m.,  and  re- 
sumed lie  consideration  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

PROY.  PENITENTIARY. 

Chapter  22 ‘‘ of  the  Provincial  PeDiteDtiary” 
was  read  section  after  section,  and  agreed  to 
without  debate  or  any  material  amendment  being 

made. 

PUBLIC  WORKS. 

On  Chapter  23  “ of  Public  Works”  being  taken 
up,  the  Attorney  General  suggested  ao  alteration, 
so  as  to  invest  in  the  Board  o!  Works  tie  manage- 
ment of  the  contemplated  Provincial  Building, 
as  well  a9  all  other  P.ovintal  p’operty  th;>t  myy 
be  placed  under  the  care  o;  that  departmem  ; 
also  the  control  of  public  property  o:i  Sable, 
Seal,  St.  Paul’s,  and  Mud  Islands,  which  was 
adopted. 

The  Atty.  Genl.  moved  that  thf  re  be  a clause 
inserted,  providing  for  a Clerk  of  Works. 

Mr.  Locke— I would  like  to  huar  an  explana- 
tion from  the  learned  Attorney  General  regard- 
ing the  necessity  that  exists  for  such  an  officer, 
and  respecting  the  exigencies  of  the  service  that 
demanded  such  an  appointment.  When  I heard 
last  summer  that  the  Government  had  created  a 
new  office  and  appointed  a Clerk  of  Works,  I was 
at  a loss  to  conceive  what  his  duties  were  to  be. 
My  opinion  is  that  the  superintendent  ought  to 
be  competent  to  discharge  ail  the  duties  ptr  ain« 
ing  to  the  business  of  the  department,  under  the 
direction  and  contril  of  the  Board  itself. 

Atty.  Gen  — The  object  was  to  obtain  the 
services  of  a man  qualified  to  oversee,  and  take 
general  cva  ge,  of  the  construction  and  rep  irs 
of  public  works.  Such  an  officer  I derm  abso» 
lutely  necessary  in  connection  with  the  proper 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  department.  By 
his  immediate  supervision  he  will  be  enabled  o 
effect  large  savings  in  the  exy  eose  of  maintain- 
ing the  public  property.  His  services  are  requir- 
ed in  many  instances,  and  already  he  has  been 
enabled  to  effect  considerable  savings iu  the  cost 
of  repairs,  and  he  was  satisfied  that  in  course  of 
a year  the  amount  saved  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  that  officer  would  be  large.  The  Clerk 
of  Works  will  always  be  on  hand  to  superintend 
all  works  constructed  under  the  managsment  of 
the  Works,  and  thus  secure  the  faithful  perfor- 
mance of  such  service  by  the  person  who  under- 
takes it.  The  Province  was  now'  about  to  erect 
an  extensive  building,  and  it  was  highly  desira- 
ble (o  have  such  an  officer  to  oversee  that,  be- 
cause while  contractors  were  able  to  do  good 
work,  they  were  a’so  competent  to  execute  it  in 
an  inferior  manner. 

Mr.  Locke  — The  Superintendent  of  the  Bo  rl 
of  Works  ought  to  be  a man  competent  to  super- 
intend the  erection  of  public  buildings,  and  be 
acquainted  with  the  character  of  such  works. 
Only  a portion  of  his  time  would  be  occupied 
with  light  house  duties,  and  tte  remainder  he 
could  devote  to  other  services  of  tbe  department. 

Attorney  General  —It  would  be  impossible 
to  unite  tbe  duties  of  Superintendent  and  Clerk 
of  Works  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction.  Take 
the  case  of  the  new  Provincial  Building  for  in- 
stance. The  construction  of  that  will  occupy 
three  summers,  andiu  the  seasons  that  the  work 


will  be  most  actively  progressing,  the  Superin- 
tendent will  be  absent  attending  to  Light  House 
duties. 

Hod.  Mr.  McFarlane — There  exists  an  abso- 
lute necessity  for  such  an  officer.  The  Province 
lost  heavily  by  cot  securing  sn  inspection  of  the 
work  of  building  the  Lunatic  Asylum  when  the 
same  was  in  progress. 

Hoo.  Puov  Sec— It  will  be  the  duly  of  the 
Clerk  of  Works  to  examine  all  material  for  the 
erection  or  repairs  of  gnv<  rnroent  work,  and  see 
that  tbe  construction  goes  oa  in  a proper  manner. 

Mr.  Blanchard— The  usual  mode  in  building 
is  this  : Tbe  architect  submits  bis  plans  of  tbe 
work  to  the  huilder  for  his  guidance  and  ge's  a 
per  ceutage  f ;r  superintending  the  work  aDd  se- 
curing an  adherance  to  the  design  and  specifica- 
tion, and  upon  ceit'flcates  of  the  t r hitect  all  pay- 
ments at  e made.  Ia  case  < f the  Provincial  Build- 
ing he  would  ask  if  it  was  contemplated  to  give 
the  architect  a per  c^ntsge.  and  have  the  Clerk 
of  Works  to  superinltni  besides?  Tbe  fubject 
then  dropped  and  the  clause  and  c apttr  were 
agreed  to. 

HUMANE  INSTITUTIONS. 

Chapter  24  Humane  Institutions”  was  then 
taken  up  and  passed  wbh  trifling  amendments. 

Upon  suggestion  of  Mr.  Blanahard,  St.  Pau’s 
Island  was  embraced  in  the  regulations  applying 
to  the  management  of  irable  Island. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  Feby.  16,  1864. 

AFTERNOON  session. 

House  resumed  at  3 o’clock. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  : — 

By  Mr,  Cowie,  from  William  Henry  Hender- 
son, asking  leave  to  change  his  name. 

(The  hon.  gentleman  also  introduced  a bill  in 
accordance  therewith.) 

By  Mr.  Whitman,  from  J.  S.  Potter,  relating 
to  a claim  for  a grant  of  land  : 

Also,  from  James  W.  Spurr  and  other  inhabit- 
ants of  Annapolis,  praying  for  a separate  Poll- 
ing District. 

By  Mr.  King,  from  the  inhabitants  of  Kempt, 
m reference  to  the  management  of  Dalhousie 
College. 

By  Mr.  Bill,  from  inhabitants  of  Kings’  Cy., 
praying  for  a lease  of  a Gold  Mine  : 

Also,  two  petitions  handed  to  Fin.  Secretary, 
asking  for  Money  Grants. 

By  Hon.  Atty.  Gen.,  from  William  H. 
Gowdie,  and  others,  of  Beaver  River,  County  of 
Yarmouth,  praying  for  alteration  in  law  relating 
to  Dalhousie  College.  Also,  a similar  petition 
from  Williaqa  L.  Bents,  and  others,  of  Digby. 
Also,  from  James  Balcom,  and  others,  of  Lon- 
donderry, County  of  Colchester.  Also,  from 
Inhabitants  of  Ragged  Islands — all  on  the  same^ 
subject. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  moved-  that  the  House  go 
into  Committee  on  Bills  upon  the  Revised  Sta- 
tutes. 

Several  Chapters  were  passed  over  for  the 
present. 

Chapter  32  “ of  the  Naturaliz  ation  of  Aliens,” 
was  taken  up,  and  passed.  Also,  Chapter  33, 
“ of  the  Census  ” | 

Chapter  37,  “ of  the  salaries  of  certain  public 
officers,”  and  several  others  without  discussion. 
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SHERIFFS. 

On  the  reading  of  the  clause  of  the  Bill  “ of 
County  officers’7  relating  to  the  appointment  of 
Sheriffs — which  vests  the  power  in  the  hands  of 
a Joint  Committee  composed  of  two  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  and  the  Chief  Jus  ice  and  an- 
other Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court ; — and  in  the 
case  of  a disagreement,  in  a majority  of  the 
Judges. — 

Dr.  Hamilton  moved  that  the  appointment 
of  these  officers  be  vested  in  the  Governor  and 
Council,— as  is  usual  with  officers  of  a similar 
character. 

Mr.  Pryor  would  be  sorry  to  see  any  such 
alteration  made.  There  surely  could  be  none 
more  competent  than  the  Judges  to  decide,  who 
should  be  the  proper  officers  of  th  ir  Courts. 

Hon.  Pi.ov.  Sec.  admitted  that  the  mode  of 
appointing  sheriffs  was  somewhat  anomalous,  as 
compared  with  other  appointmsnts  of  a similar 
character.  Formerly  the  Judges  had  practical- 
ly the  power  of  nomination,  and  it  was  then  pro- 
posed by  gentlemen  opposite  to  transfer  this  pow- 
er into  the  hands  of  the  executive.  This  was 
opposed  by  the  party  now  in  power  on  the 
ground  that  the  office  of  sheriff  partook  more  of 
a judicial  than  an  executive  nature,  and  was 
therefore  moBe  peculiarly  within  the  Province 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

It  was  true  that  the  present  system  was  at- 
tended with  considerable  embarrassment  to  the 
Government.  For  instance  the  recent  appoint- 
ment of  sheriffs  was  made  without  any  execu- 
tive action.  The  law  provides  that  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Council  should  meet  two 
of  the  Judges  in  order  to  prick  the  list  of  Sher- 
iffs. Accordingly  two  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment met  the  Chief  Justice  and  Judge  DesBar- 
res,  and  stated  the  grounds  which  in  their  opin- 
ion were  sufficient  to  warrant  a change  in  cer- 
tain sheriffs.  The  Judges  differed  with  the 
members  of  the  Executive  and  the  latter  with- 
drew as  the  law  provides  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment, leaving  the  whole  responsibility  of  the 
appointment  with  the  judges.  Notwithstanding 
the  embarrassment  which  thus  resulted  from 
the  present  practice,  he  doubted  much  the  pro 
priety  of  making  the  appointment  an  executive 
one. 

Mr.  Archibald — would  be  sorry  to  have  a y 
alteration  in  the  law.  The  Sheriff  was  ' nly  an 
executive  officer  for  certain  purposes.  He  was 
pecu’iarly  a Judicial  officer,  and  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  he  should  possess  the 
confidence  of  the  Judges,  and  should  be  remov- 
ed from  the  operation  of  political  influences. 
He  was  not  aware  of  the  cases  to  which  the 
Prov.  Sec.  referred,  but  presumed  they  bore 
but  a small  proportion  to  the  appointments 
made. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec.  said  it  was  but  right  'o  say 
that  in  the  cases  he  referred  to  the  Judges  stated 
that  they  were  prepared  to  remove  any  Sheriff 
for  personal  misconduct,  and  that  they  consid- 
ered political  partizanship  a sufficient  ground  for 
removal.  The  difference  of  opinion  arose  as  to 
the  sufficiency  of  the  grounds  alleged. 

Dr.  Hamilton  said  his  reason  for  bringing  the 
subject  forward  was  because  he  could  see  no 
reason  for  making  this  appointment  different 
from  any  others.  Again  he  did  not  understand 


what  was  meant  by  a majority  unless  the  Chief 
Justice  had  a double  vote. 

Mr.  Archibald  and  Mr.  Blanchard  explained 
that  the  majority  referred  to  the  whole  bench  of 
Judges. 

Dr.  Hamilton  would  not  press  his  motion  as 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  a disposition  to  enter- 
tain it 

He  would  however  propose  that  the  bench  of 
Judges  should  nominate  the  list,  from  which  the 
executive  should  make  the  selection. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  was  not  disposed  to  sacri- 
fice what  he  considered  was  a sound  principle  of 
legislation  for  the  purpose  of  remedying  a tem- 
porary evil  that  may  exist  in  the  present  sys- 
tem. Referring  to  the  origin  of  this  system  he 
remarked  that  formerly  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment was  in  the  hands  of  the  Judges. 

Afterwards  the  executive  influence  was  intro- 
duced, but  no  provision  was  made  in  the  law,  in 
case  of  the  absence  of  a majority,  or  in  other 
words  in  case  of  the  two  members  of  the  execu- 
tive and  the  two  Judges  being  equally  divided 
in  opinion.  Gentlemen  opposite  who  were  then 
in  power  proposed  that  in  this  case  the  executive 
should  make  the  appointment.  This  he  oppo- 
sed, and  propo  ed  by  way  of  amendment  that  in 
case  of  such  difficulty  arising,  the  question  should 
be  left  with  the  Judges  to  decide.  That  amend- 
ment, if  he  was  not  mistaken,  was  originally 
lost  in  the  House,  but  adopted  by  the  Legislative 
Council  and  subsequently  accepted  in  the  House. 

The  hon.  gentleman  went  on  to  remark  that 
he  had  great  reason  to  find  fault  with  the  late 
Government  for  evading  the  spirit  of  the  law 
while  they  professed  to  obey  its  letter,  instead  of 
submitting  to  the  inconvenience  which  the  sys- 
tem occasionally  imposes.  The  main  reason 
why  he  wished  to  maintain  the  law  as  it  stands* 
was  to  preserve  the  office  of  Sheriff  from  politi- 
cal influence,  and  he  was  much  afraid  that  if  the 
proposed  alterations  were  made,  the  office  of 
Sheriff  woul  1 speedily  become  a political  one. — 
He  agreed  with  his  hon  friend  from  Kings  (Dr. 
Hamilton),  that  the  higher  functions  of  a sheriff 
were  not  so  much  to  attend  upon  the  Courts  as 
to  preside  at  the  Electoral  Courts  every  four 
years,  and  therefore  it  was  the  more  necessary 
that  his  office  should  be  preserved  from  political 
influence.  For  these  reasons  he  was  inclined 
rather  to  submit  to  present  inconvenience  than 
to  disturb  a system  which  he  believed  was  foun- 
ded upon  sound  legislation. 

Dr.  Hamilton  reiterated  his  opin'on  that  the 
appointment  of  ihese  officers  should  be  vested 
solely  in  the  Executive  Government. 

Mr.  Kaulback  suggested  an  amendment  to 
the  following  effect : That  the  appointment  of 
Sheriff,  in  all  cases,  should  be  in  accordance 
with  section  of  Chapter  under  consideration. 
He  said  that  he  believed  that  in  making  up  the 
list  of  three  persons,  as  the  law  now  stands,  at- 
tention was  mainly  given  to  the  ability  and 
qualifications  of  the  person  first  named  on  the 
list— he  being  the  person  intended  to  be  appoint- 
ed. He  was  confirmed  in  the  views  he  enter- 
tained from  remarks  which  had  fallen  from 
several  gentlemen  during  this  debate.  He  con- 
sidered Sheriffs  possessed  both  executive  and  ju- 
dicial powers,  and  therefore  it  would  be  well  for 
the  Judges  and  Government,  in  all  cases,  to 
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have  the  appointment.  He  was  very  desirous 
that  Sheriffs  should  not  be  political  officers,  and 
therefore,  could  *not  endorse  the  views  and 
amendment  proposed  by  his  friend  from  Kings — 
which  would  make  them  entirely  within  the 
power  of  the  Government — subject  to  political 
changes,  which  he  wished  *o  avoid. 

Hon  Atty.  Gen.  said  he  thought  the  law  as 
at  present  required  no  amendment,  and  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  allow  it  to  remain  unaltered. 
As  it  now  stood,  it  required  the  judges  to  annu- 
ally n minate  three  persons  in  each  county  for 
the  office  of  Sheriff,  and  in  case  the  first  on  the 
list  failed  to  furnish  the  specified  security,  then 
it  was  competent  for  the  Government  to  select 
the  second  or  third,  but  it  was  regarded  that  the 
person  whose  name  stood  ot  the  head  of  such 
list  was  the  nominee  of  the  judges,  and  should 
receive  the  appointment. 

Dr.  Brown  would  be  sorry  to  see  any 
change  made  in  the  present  law  relating  to  the 
appointment  of  Sheriffs.  In  that  particular  he 
could  not  concur  with  his  bon.  friend  from 
North  Kings  (Dr.  Hamilton.) 

He  recollected  hearing  the  same  question  dis- 
cussed at  great  length  in  this  House  several 
years  ago,  and  he  paid  particular  attention  to 
the  subject  then,  and  made  up  his  mind  that  the 
present  mode  of  selecting  sheriffs  was  the  only 
one  that  was  likely  to  keep  these  officers  aloof 
from  party  politics. 

Mr.  Archibald  referred  to  the  law  upon  the 
subject.  The  law,  he  said,  directed  the  Chief 
Justice  to  select  and  name  three  competent  per- 
sons from  each  county,  who  would  be  likely  to 
act  in  the  capacity  of  sheriff,  if  selected  ; and 
the  object  of  this  provision  was  to  get  three  men, 
either  of  whom  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day, and  also  to  the  Judges,  from 
whom  the  Executive  were  to  choose  a sheriff. 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  statute,  the  Govern- 
ment had  the  power  and  privilege  to  select  either 
of  the  persons  nominated.  He  never  interpret- 
ed the  law  to  require  the  Government  to  appoint 
the  person  whose  name  beaded  the  list.  It  had 
been  the  custom  to  appoint  the  first  one,  but 
there  had  been  exceptions  to  that  course.  The 
scope  and  spirit  of  the  law  pointed  to  any  one  or 
either  of  the  three  nominated  as  proper  to  select. 
He  did  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  would  arise 
from  the  operation  of  the  existing  law  upon  the 
subject,  because  there  would  always  be  three 
competent  men  proposed  for  the  Government  to 
choose  from,  and  if  there  were  no  good  reason  to 
the  contrary,  no  doubt  the  person  who  held  the 
office  the  preceding  year  would  be  continued  as 
usual  ; and  in  case  of  a vacancy,  from  death  or 
any  other  cause,  occurring,  then  either  of  the 
other  two  were  eligible  for  appointment. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  in  case  of  a va- 
cancy occurring  he  had  no  objection  to  leaving 
the  appointment  of  a successor  solely  with 
the  Government,  but  in  case  of  annual  selection 
be  thought  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Adminis- 
tration to  choose  the  man  placed  first  on  the  list 
by  the  judges. 

Mr.  Archibald  said,  if  that  were  so,  why  did 
the  law  require  the  names  of  three  qualified 
persons  to  be  submitted  1 Was  it  a mere  mat- 
ter of  form  without  any  meaning1?  He  held 
that  the  law  did  not  make  it  compulsory  on  the 


Government  to  appoint  the  first  on  the  list,  and 
him  only. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  an  in  dance  oc- 
curred, three  years  ago,  of  a sheriff  in  office  be- 
ing placed  at  the  head  of  the  list,  and  although 
he  ought  to  have  been  selected  yet  he  was  not, 
but  was  passed  over  and  a favorite  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day  appointed.  This  act  he 
held  to  be  an  evasion  of  the  law. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  the  existing  law  had 
worked  well,  and  to  amend  it  as  suggested  would 
be  introducing  the  possibility  of  making  political 
appointments  which  ought  to  be  strictly  guard- 
ed against 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  remarked  that  while  the 
Sheriffs  are  appointed  by  the  Gove  nment,  the 
appointments  must  certainly  partake  of  some- 
thing of  a political  character.  All  men  had  cer- 
tain political  leanings,  and  in  the  present  state 
of  th  ngs  he  did  not  believe  it  possible  to  select 
a man  for  the  office  of  Sheriff  who  was  without 
political  proclivities.  Therefore  it  was  that  ap- 
pointments by  the  Judges  could  not  be  entirely 
free  from  the  influence  of  party  politics,  The 
duties  of  Sheriffs  in  court  were  not  of  an  im- 
portant character,  and  if  they  act  improperly 
while  there,  they  are  immediately  amenable  to 
the  Executive  throngh  the  Judge.  The  facs 
was  that,  as  a general  rule,  Sheriffs  did  take  an 
active  part  in  politics,  and  did  not  hesitate  to 
admit  the  fact,  and  in  his  opinion  the  only  effec- 
tual way  to  neutralize  their  action  was  to  vest 
their  appointment  solely  in  the  Government. 
With  respect  to  elections,  the  Sheriffs  possessed 
lar,  e powers,  and  the  only  mode  of  securing 
neutrality  on  their  part  wa3  to  place  their  tenure 
of  office  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive. 

Dr.  Hamilton  said  he  observed  that  legal 
gentlemen  differed  somewhat  on  this  question, 
and  a little  airing  of  the  subject  might  possibly 
effect  some  good.  At  present  the  appointment 
of  Sheriffs  was  a joint  matter  between  the  Jud- 
ges and  the  Government,  but  he  would  prefer  to 
leave  it  entirely  with  the  Government,  or  solely 
with  the  Judges,  and  let  either  bear  the  whole 
responsibility  of  the  selection. 

Hon.  Sol.  General  observed  that  if  the 
House  was  going  into  the  whole  question  re- 
specting the  most  proper  mode  of  selecting  She- 
riffs, and  the  subject  of  term  of  office,  the  discus- 
sion would  occupy  some  time.  He  saw  no  good 
reason  why  the  appointment  of  Sheriff  should 
not  be  vested  in  the  Government  as  well  as 
that  of  the  selection  of  Prothonotary.  In  fact,  the 
reasons  for  the  former  were  stronger  than  the 
latter,  as  the  Sheriffs  were  more  immediately 
identified  with  government  duties.  The  ques- 
tion of  making  the  Sheriff  a permanent  officer, 
during  good  behaviour,  was  worthy  of  conside- 
ration. This  was  virtually  the  case  now  as  the 
practice  was  almost  invariably  to  reappoint  the 
old  one,  and  why  the  necessity  of  going  through 
this  repetition  every  year  ? In  some  counties 
in  this  Province  Sheriffs  had  held  the  offi  e for 
an  unbroken  period  of  thirty  years  or  more.  In 
England  the  system  was  different.  There  the 
office  of  Sheriff  was  not  one  of  emolument ; it 
was  an  annual  appointment,  and  was  forced  up- 
on the  object  of  choice,  and  the  fees  went  to 
his  deputy.  The  Legislature  of  England  impo- 
sed a heavy  penalty  for  the  refusal  to  accept 
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the  office  of  sheriff ; here  the  case  was  differ  • 
eat,  and  he  did  not  conceive  annual  appointment 
necessary. 

Mr  Miller  did  not  agree  with  the  learned 
Solicitor  General.  The  office  of  Sheriff  was  one 
of  the  most  important  in  the  Province,  and  it 
was  highly  advisable  to  obtain  good  and  compe- 
tent persons  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  re- 
sponsible situation.  He  did  not  think  any  better 
means  could  be  devised  to  secure  good  and  hon- 
est Sheriffs  than  those  at  present  existing.  He 
did  not  agree  with  the  Solicitor  General  that  the 
offices  of  Sheriff  and  Prothonotarv  were  in  any 
respect  similar.  Upon  some  occasions  the  du- 
ties of  Sheriff  were  of  a judicial  character  ; he 
held  his  courts,  and  was  vested  with  powers  that 
the  Prothonotary  * as  no  \ The  Sheriff  conduct- 
led  elections,  and  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty 
might  exercise  his  power  and  influence  for  good 
or  harm.  It  was  in  his  opinion  right  and  proper 
that  the  Judges  should  have  some  voice  in  the 
appointment  of  these  officers,  but  in  order  to  pre- 
vent them  abusing  their  privileges,  it  was  well 
for  the  Government  to  retain  control  over  them. 
He  was  opposed  to  any  departure  from  the  ex- 
isting mode. 

Mr  S.  McDonnell  said  that  his  hon.  friend 
from  Richmond  (Mr.  Miller)  was  disposed  to 
allow  the  Judges  some  voice  in  the  selection  of 
sheriffs,  but  he  would  tell  him  that  at  present 
the  Judges  had  all  the  voice  in  the  selection  of 
these  officials.  The  Judges  are  appointed  by 
the  Government,  and  if  they  are  competent  to 
choose  sheriffs* why,  he  would  ask,  were  not  the 
Government  equally  so  7 The  fact  that  so  ma- 
ny dismissals  had  been  made  of  late  years  in  the 
blirievalties  showed  that  these  officers  did  take 
a part  in  politics.  As  respects,  however,  the 
Sheriff  in  his  own  county,  he  found  no  fault ; 
that  officer,  during  last  election,  as  far  as  he 
(Mr.  McD.)  knew  had  acted  most  unpartially. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  17  th  Feb  , 1854. 

The  House  met  at  half-past  one  o'clock. 

A petition  of  M.  J.  Wilkins.  Esq,  of  Pictou, 
asking  for  r<-muneration  for  services  connected 
with  the  revision  of  the  Statues,  was  ref  rre  d to 
a special  crmmittee.  composed  of  Messrs  Blen- 
clrnd,  Miller,  Longley,  Killam  and  hon.  Mr.  Mc- 
Fa<  1 me. 

COLCHESTER  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Kaulback  presented  two  petitions  ffrom 
certain  electors  of  the  South  d. strict  of  Colches- 
ter, against  the  return  of  Messrs  Archibald  and 
Parker,  the  siting  members. 

At  two  o’clock,  hour  named  for  the  draw- 
ing of  a committee  to  consider  the  petition 
against  the  gentleman  named.  J.  W.  Ritchie, 
Esq.,  Q C . appeared  at  the  bar  ou  behalf  of  the 
petitioner,  J.  D.  Nash,  Esq. 

Toe  following  names  were  first  drawn  : Colin 
Campbell,  Coffin.  Blackwood,  McKay,  More,  Mc- 
Lellan,  Locke,  Miller,  James  Fraser,  Cowie,  Mc- 
Donnell, Tobin,  Donald  Fraser,  Annaad,  Hit- 
Held  and  Jost. 

Subsequently  the  committee  was  struck  a^  fol- 
lows : Colin  Campbell,  Blackwood,  S.  McDon- 
nell, Hatfield,  Coffiu,  Cowie,  More. 


PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Bmirinot  introduced  a bill  to  increase  the 
represen ta'ion  of  the  couDty  of  Cape  Breton 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  : 

By  Mr.  More,  fiom  the  inhabitants  of  Ga'pe- 
rau,  in  reference  o Dalbousie  College. 

By  boa  Atty.  Gen.  from  Sable  River,  Shel- 
burne. on  the  same  subject. 

By  Mr.  McKinnon,  from  Antigcnishe,  on  the 
same  subject. 

By  Mr.  Locke,  from  Shelburne,  praying  fora 
change  in  a mail  route. 

By  Mr.  Blanchard  from  the  Mabou  Gold  Mi- 
ning Company  in  Inverness,  ia  reference  to  cer- 
tain claims. 

Mr.  Kaclbaok  presented  a petition  from  inhabi- 
tants of  New  Ro-s.  preying  to  reimburse  George 
Turner  for  liabilities  incurred  as  Road  Conem’s- 
sioner.  Mr.  Kaulback  pressed  on  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  the  peculiar  hardship  of  this 
case,  and  asked  leave  to  be  allowed  to  read  the 
petition,  which  being  read.  Mr  Locke  objected  to 
the  petition  be:ng  received,  and  the  Speaker  de- 
cided that  the  p .tition  cou’d  not  be  received. 

CROWN  LANDS. 

Hon.  Proy.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  the 
Report  of  ihe  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  — 
He  said  that  it  exhibits  the  gratifying  results  that 
the  settlement  of  the  country  was  increasing  ; 
that  the  rtc  upts  at  the  Treasury  from  this  source 
are  c onsiderab’y  in  excess  of  1862  ; and  that  the 
net  revenue  i $396  over  that  of  1862. 

(A  Message  was  received  trim  the  Legislate 
Counci',  stating  that  they  bad  agreed  to  certain 
portions  of  the  Revised  Statutes.) 

COAL  MINES,  ETC. 

Hon.  Proy.  Secy,  laid  on  the  table  the  Report 
on  Mines  a d Minerale.  It  states  that  in  com 
s quence  of  the  increased  activity  in  the  new 
mines,  the  total  quantity  of  Coal  exported  in 
1863  was  37.000  tons  in  excess  of  1862.  As  or® 
evidence  of  the  attention  that  our  coal  mines  are 
attracting  it  mentions  that  115  new  applications 
for  rights  of  search  have  been  made,  upon  which 
$2690  have  been  paid.  The  shipments,  however, 
of  large  coal  from  Albion  and  Sydney  Mires  are 
less  than  in  1862,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  com- 
petifloa  of  the  cew  m ne3. 

A lew  remarks  were  made  by  several  gentle- 
men with  regard  to  the  inspection  of  mines,  and 
the  privileges  granted  to  persons  who  take  out 
rights  of  search. 

Mr  Bourinot  Gcnsidered  that  it  would  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  some  arrangement  should 
be  made  to  get  a competent  inspecor  to  direct 
the  working-  of  the  mines  in  this  Province.  If 
su  h was  not  done  soon,  many  of  the  mines  might 
lali  through,  ia  cons  quence  of  the  unsatisfactory 
way  they  were  worked. 

Mr.  Chas.  J.  Campbell  (who  was  nearly  in- 
audible  in  the  gallery)  was  understood  to  doubt 
the  advantages  that  would  accrue  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  an  Inspector  as  was  proposed. 
It  was  preferable,  in  his  opinion,  to  feave 
mining  operat:oos  as  untrammelled  as  possible. 
Tbe'freer  things  were  left,  the  better  for  the 
country.  It  was  clearly  in  the  interest  of  every 
man  carrying  on  mines  to  work  them  efficiently. 
He  also  pointed  to  the  fact  ttat  a man  who  will 
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not  work  his  mines  within  a certain  period  for- 
feits them.  In  ibis  wny  all  the  guard  neceesary 
was  afforded  that  thi  public  interests  would  not 
b 2 jeopard!zed.  It  was  bettor,  he  added,  to  leave 
well  enough  alone. 

Hen  Attorney  General  agreed  wit.h  the  hen. 
member  for  Cape  Brecon  (Mr.  Bourim  tj  in  favour 
of  scientific  skill  b ng  directed  to  the  inspection 
of  coal  mines. 

Mr  Archibald  was  not  opposed  to  the  princi- 
ple of  fc’.entitic  inspection.  He  wps  afraid,  how- 
ever, that  if  it  should  be  ever  carried  out  again, 
the  same  unsatisfactory  n salts  would  ensue  as 
heretorore.  He  al  o poised  out  the  danger  cf 
monopoly  that  arose  from  the  p ivileges  g -an1'  d 
to  persons  who  ob' aim'd  rights  of  search.  A per- 
son who  came  forward  and  paid  a hundred  pounds 
might  monopolize  the  most  variable  portion  of 
the  miner  1 erritory  of  Caoe  Breton. 

Fon.  Prov.  Sec.  pointed  cut  toe  difficulties 
that  presented  themselves  to  tie  mind  of  every 
one  who  considered  the  subject  just  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  member  tor  Colchester.  It  was  ob- 
viously proper  that  the  individual  taking  out  a 
ri trht  to  search  should  have  full  time  allowed  him 
for  explorations  which  were  going  perhaps,  to  in- 
voke ail  his  means.  At  the  same  time,  however,  it 
wai  equally  necessary  that  the  time  should  not 
be  prolonged  so  as  t)  be  detrimental  to  the  pub- 
lic iateres  s.  He  acknowledged  that  there  was 
danger  of  monopoly  as  alluded  to,  but  he  could 
not  see  bow  it  was  to  be  entirely  avoided  by  auy 
regulations  that  could  be  framed.  He  believed 
that  tie  b‘St  check  upoi  such  a contingency  wag 
the  subsequent  steps  which  had  to  be  taken  by  a 
per  on  wishing  to  engage  in  miring  operations 
Under  the  regulations,  such  a person  is  obliged 
to  cone  in  at  the  end  of  a year  and  pay  fifty  dol- 
lars fjr  a license  to  work,  which  covers  two 
years,  and  that  upon  a square  mle.  He  m y re- 
ceive more  if  no'  inconsistent  wiih  the  pufcl  c in- 
terests. It  is  also  required  that  no  lease  can  be 
obtained  unless  the  name  is  efficiency  worked. 
Therefore  although  a company,  by  paying  in  a 
hundred  pounds,  might  monopolize  a large 
amount  of  land,  yet  they  were  not  likely  to  hold 
that  monopoly  long,  since  the  regulations  would 
compel  them  to  do  that  which  they  could  not  do 
without  acting  i o a manner  inconsistent  with 
their  own  interests. 

Mr.  Caldwell  said  he  was  pleased  to  observe 
by  the  R p rt  from  the  Crown  Land  Commis- 
sioner, jus.  read,  that  he  had  recommend  id  to  the 
Government  the  appointment  of  a c mpetenfc  offi- 
cer to  sup'rintcn'l  the  Miuing  oteretions  of  this 
country.  Noma  acquainted  with  the  working 
of  those  mines,  at  present,  but  must  deplore 
their  inefficiency.  Any  gentleman  in  this  House 
who  would  take  the  trouble  of  stepping  down 
stairs  to  the  offi  je  of  the  Commissioner  would  find 
at  a glance  that  some  of  the  mines  wire  very 
unskilfully  worked,  and,  if  not  better  protected, 
would  certainly  tumble  down,  sometime  or  other, 
causing  danger  to  life,  and  loss  to  the  Province. 

The  subject  then  dropped. 

Hon.  Prov  Secy,  by  command  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble a copy  of  the  Bond  ot  Sheriffof  Cape  Brqfion, 
aeked  for  by  m mber  lor  South  Colchester. 

The  following  petit:oas  were  presented — 

By  Mr.  Killam,  from  inhabitants  of  Barring- 
ton, asking  for  change  in  a mail  route. 


By  Mr.  Stewart  Campbell,  from  an  aged  tea- 
cher, for  a free  grant  of  land. 

B ;;  Mr.  Chas.  Campbell,  fr^m  inhabitants  of 
Baddeck,  asking  for  change  of  a mail  route. — 
A’so  several  petitions  for  money  srrants. 

By  Hon  Proy.  Secy.,  from  Gilbert  Seaman, 
on  ihe  subject  of  lo-sof  poa»age  stamps  caused  by 
the  des  ruction  of  a way  office  by  fire. 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  a bill  concerning  thq 
City  of  Halifax. 

By  Mr  Lawrence  from  inhabitants  of  Walton. 

By  Mr  Whitman  from  inhabitants  of  Annap> 
lis  praying  for  an  Act  appointing  supervisors  of 
weirs. 

By  Hon.  Prov.  Secy.,  from  James  RobertsoD, 
praying  for  the  investigation  of  a railway  claim. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDoxald  said  tbis  was  one  of  seve- 
ral claims  he  bad  decided  against  as  Chairman 
of  the  Railway  Boa  d.  He  had  no  objection  to 
its  being  investigated  by  the  Railway  Committee. 

Objections  were  raised  to  the  reception  of  the 
petition,  on  the  ground  of  its  coming  within  the 
rule  relating  tr  ihe  initiation  of  money  votes  and 
after  considerable  discussion  the  Speaker  decided 
to  receive  the  p-tbion.  as  it  related  to  a claim 
under  a co  itract  with  a subordinate  officer  of  the 
Gov*  re  men  t.  The.  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Railway  Committee. 

Dr.  Slocomb  presented  a petition  from  inhabi- 
tants of  La  Have  River,  praying  for  change  in  a 
Post  ride. 

Mr.  Pryor  presented  a memorial  from  the  City 
Council  relative  to  the  amendment  of  ihe  law  for 
the  support  of  Iasane  Paupers.  ’ Tbe  memorial 
was  read,  and  leave  was  given  to  introduce  a bill 
oa  the  subject, 

THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  he  was  desirous  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Houe  a matter  of  considerable 
importance.  He  alluded  to  the  capture  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood that  he  bad  no  desire  to  cast  any  re- 
flection upon  tbe  judgment  which  had  been  re- 
cently delivered  by  Judge  Stewart  whose  charac- 
ter stood  high  in  this  Province  for  ability  and 
experience  in  matters  of  International  law.  It 
appeared  that  the  decision  was  based  upon  the 
i3ea  that  the  parties  concerned  in  the  capture 
were  pirates,  and  no  opportunity  was  afforded 
the  captors  to  prove  their  authority  for  acting  as 
they  dii.  He  was  informed  that  a messenger  bad 
been  dispatched  to  Richmond  to  obtain  the  ne- 
cessary information,  but  eufficient  time  had  not 
elapsed  for  his  return  when  tbe  decree  was 
given.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  go  into  any 
detals  of  tbe  c:rcumstancos  connected  with  this 
vessel,  as  thiy  were  quite  fresh  in  the  memory 
of  every  one.  He  could  n t,  however,  retrain 
from  expressing  what  was  the  general  feding 
that  His  Excellency,  the  Administrator  of  the 
Government,  had  throughout  acted  in  a manner 
that  became  bis  position.  All  that  he  desired  was 
that  the  House  and  the  country  should  thorough- 
ly understand  the  connection  of  tbe  Pro- 
vincial Government  with  the  whole  affair.  He 
would  therefore  move  a resolution  requesting 
the  government  to  lay  upon  the  table  all  papers 
aod  correspondence  connected  wiih  the  capture 
of  this  vessel. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  said  that  it  was  obvious 
that  this  matter  did  not  come  within  the  juris- 
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diction  of  this  House.  It  had  been  under  the 
consideration  of  a Court  of  competent  authority 
which  had  pronounced  upon  it,  and  he  could  not 
see  how  the  question  could  again  be  brought  up. 
It  was  not  for  him  to  express  any  opinion,  the 
subject  having  been  before  the  government,  but 
he  would  merely  m m ion  that  in  the  view  taken 
by  the  learned  judge  it  mattered  li! tie  whether 
the  original  c ipture  was  legal  *or  illegal,  inas- 
much as  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  c«ptors 
w as  such  as  to  p eclude  them  for  having  any 
standing  'n  the  Court.  The  B.itieh  government 
had  proclaimed  very  strict  neutrality  laws,  and 
had  enforced  them  under  circumstance'!  of  very 
great  d fficulty.  One  of  the  rules  laid  down  was 
that  no  prlzr  taken  by  eith-  r of  the  belligerents 
should  be  carried  within  the  Territories  of  Great 
Britain.  The  captors  < f the  Chesapeake,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  l oaned  Judge,  not  only  violakd 
the  neutrality  laws  of  Great  Britain  by  taking 
the  vessel  into  several  ports  of  Nova  Scotia,  but 
also  violated  our  Revtnue  laws  by  dif-po  dug  if 
portions  of  her  cargo  without  paying  duty  She 
c<.u  d not  therefore  be  treated  as  a prze  and 
confiscated  to  the  crown,  or  the  provincial  go- 
vernment, and  the  only  alter  jaiive  was  to  hand 
her  over  to  Jie  original  owners.  This  was  the 
view  taken  oy  the  Judge  of  the  Admir  1 y Court 
who  had  given  great  attention  to  the  circam- 
stances  of  the  case,  and  who  bad  large  experience 
in  questions  of  Intern itioi  al  law.  Under  these 
ciicumstances  it  was  useless  to  detain  the  vessel 
any  longer,  and  the  time  limited  by  the  rules  of 
the  Court  for  put  ing  in  claims  had  expired. 

Hon.  Prgv.  sec  ?egretted  that  under  the  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  impossible  to  lay  the  cor- 
respondence asked  tor  upon  the  table.  The  Go- 
vernment having  taken  a prominent  part  in  this 
important  nr  at  r,  he  would  be  glad  to  ccmply 
with  the  request  of  the  member  for  Cape  Breton 
aud  afford  t e House  and  country  all  the  iafor- 
maticn  in  his  possession,  but  es  the  despatches 
from  the  Br»t:sh  Government  were  of  a strictly 
confidential  oharactjr,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
make  them  public  at  present.  It  would  be  quite 
competent  for  any  member  ol  the  House  ofCom- 
mo  s to  move  for  all  the  papers  to  be  brought 
before  Parliament.  If  that  was  done,  no  objec- 
tion could  h -n  apply  to  bii  g;n^  them  before 
the  House. 

REVISED  STATUTES. 

The  Hcu^e  (h  ;u  went  into  Committee  on  the 
R visi  d Statutes, 

Mr.  Archibald,  in  course  of  come  observations, 
ex  . reused  his  opinion  that  the  hasty  manner  in 
wnioh  fbe  Statutes  were  being  passed  through 
the  Committee  was  calculated  to  lead  to  confu- 
sion in  the  laws.  They  were  adcpdng  import- 
ant amendments  and  agreeing  to  madamental 
chaog  s witffu:  due  de!iberation.  This  he  de- 
clared to  be  an  indiscreet  course,  because  they 
were  making  laws  that  would  not  be  law  were 
the  subjects  pteiented  as  carefully  considered, 
as  distinct  1 ills  were  when  brought  h<  r j and  con- 
ducted thiougb  the  various  stages  prescrib  d by 
the  rules  of  the  Housi  He  warned  the  House 
that  confusion  and  vexatious  difficulty  would  :e- 
su!t  from  the  course  they  were  now  pursuing. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  any  mate  :al  alterations 
or  additions  to  the  existing  laws  would  receive 


more  attention  if  submitted  in  the  form  of 
tinct  bills.  The  present  Statutes  were  the  resu0* 
of  106  years  legislation,  and  in  that  period  hau 
been  twice  revised,  aud  as  they  now  stand  they 
contained  the  wisdom  of  that  long  period  of  ex- 
perience. It  was  all  well  enough  to  codify  the 
laws  but  essential  amendments  ought  not  to  be 
agreed  to  without  the  mo;-t  rrinute  inspection  by 
the  House,  and  this  could  tnly  be  effected  by 
meat  s of  a bill  in  the  usual  t<  rm.  The  system 
thfy  weie  now  pursuing  was  different  frem  that 
adapted  in  any  other  country. 

Hon.  Pjroy.  Sec  y did  not  assume  tba't  it  re- 
quir.  d any  amount  of  prophetic  vision  o figure 
the  House  that  in  the  event  of  any  considerable 
legislation  being  effected,  it  would,  upon  sabte- 
quent  revision,  be  found  somewhat  faulty,  no  mat- 
ter Low  much  care  and  attention  had  b^en  be- 
stowed  upon  it  It  was  then  safe  to  predict  that 
the  Acts  they  were  now  passing  would  in  time 
be  found  somewhat  faulty.  He  did  not  expect  tae 
volume  won  id  be  found  perfect  in  all  respects 
when  pub  ished.  In  his  opinion,  if  any  funda- 
mental changes  we  e required  the  present  was  the 
proper  time  to  make  them,  as  he  believed  they 
would  receive  just  as  much  attention  as  if  fpa- 
cially  introduced  by  Bill. 

Mr.  Archibald  observed  that  he  felt  it  due  to 
the  House  aud  the  country  to  direct  attention  to 
the  fact  that  material  and  very  important  amer  d- 
menrs  and  additions  were  b iig  made  in  the  laws 
of  ihe  laud  with  but  apparently  little  delibera- 
tion. He  was  anxious  that  the  sn'!  j ot  ehcu'.d  be 
dealt  with  in  a manner  becoming  its  importance. 
So  far  as  he  was  individually  concerned  he  had 
endeavored  to  aid  in  improving  th ■;  S a’u'e5,  arid 
had  suggested  amendments  where  he  thought 
such  were  required  to  further  perfect  the  law, 
but  he  felt  that  fundamental  changes  ought  to 
be  dealt  with  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
work  of  codification. 

Hon.  Atty  General  remarked  in  effect,  that 
as  they  were  now  engaged  in  the  work  of*  con- 
solidating  the  laws,  be  was  tf  opinion  that  it  was 
desirable  contemplated  changes  should  be  discus- 
sed as  ihe  work  piogressed,  and  inter  woven  in  the 
present  volume.  He  failed  to  see  any  adva  tage 
to  be  gained  in  having  detached  laws,  but  just 
the  opposite,  because  in  that  case  we  woo  d have 
avo  ume  piofessing  to  be  the  Revised  Statutes 
when  in  reality  they  were  not*  He  consid  red 
tba  it  was  appropriate  to  the  subj  ct  to  proceed 
ij  the  manner  they  were  now  progressing.  And 
he  was  not  apprehensive  (hit  any  danger  was  in- 
volved in  such  a course.  It  might  be  that  some 
minor  alt  ;ra  i ns  wou  d pass  without  Decessary 
consideration,  but  changes  involving  subjects  of 
moment  would  , he  had  no  doubt,  receive  due  at- 
tention. With  a view  to  securing  attention  ordi- 
nary bills  were  required  to  go  through  several 
stages,  yet  notwithstanding  all  these  guards,  ill 
advised  legislation  frequently  resulted 

Hoo.  Sol.  General  said  the  amendments  and 
alterations  under  consideration  passed  through 
every  stage  that  ordinary  Bills  do.  No  . clause 
parsed  without  being  read  in  the  usual  manner, 
and  nothing  of  a wrong  nature  could  possibly 
pass,  if  h'on.  members  would  only  pay  attention 
to  the  subject.  It  would  be  far  more  convenient 
to  have  all  the  laws  in  one  book,  and  were 
the  system  suggested  by  the  hon.  member  for 
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not  Chester,  Mr.  Archibald,  carried  out  and 
fe':dopted.  confusion  would  most  certainly  ensue, 
1 be  the  consequence.  The  course  they  were  pur- 
suing was  the  wisest  one,  and  if  they  persevered 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  perfecting  the  ne- 
cessary legislation  on  the  subject  this  session. 

The  Committee  then  ro7e. 

Some  discus  ion  t )ok  place  upon  a motion  made 
by  Mr.  Kaulback  to  present  a petition  againf-t  the 
return  of  Mr.  Archibald.  It  was  alleged  by  Mr. 
Blanchard  that  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings 
the  petition  was  not  admirable,  but  it  was  finally 
decided  to  receive  it. 

Mr  Fallback  took  occasion  to  s ate,  the  dis- 
cussion having  arisen  upon  his  nation, that  the  pe* 
tii ions  did  not  contain  aDy  allegations  materially 
diff  ring  from  the  pttitiou  first  presented  ; be  did 
not  consider  recognizat  ces  necis  ary  to  be  enter- 
ed into.  He  also  toik  the  opportunity  to  remark 
to  'he  gentlemen  petitioned  against, that  in  bring- 
ing the  petitions  before  ih  ; Honse.andma'  ing  the 
necessary  motions,  he  had  performed  a very  un- 
pleasant duty.  Tie  ri^ht  to  petition  and  t ' have 
the  petition  presented  to  the  House,  was  the  pri- 
vilege of  every  man.  When  called  upm  to  at- 
tend to  these  petitions,  he  had  ve  y reluctantly 
consented.  He  hoped  therefore  the  learned  lead- 
er of  the  opfo  i'ion  woo'd  u<  t consider  bis  con- 
duct discourteous.  He  enitrtuimd  no  fselings 
other  than  those  of  respect  wi  b regard  r,o  that 
bon.  gentleman,  and  to  the  position  he  held  in 
the  Run  e. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  Feby.  18. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

Several  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
passed  in  Committee,  were  read  a third  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pryor,  the  Ci*y  of  Halifax 
Bill  was  read  a second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  that  subject. 

The  tollowing  petitions  were  presented  by  Mr 
HefFernan — 

From  Rev.  A.  F.  Porter  and  others,  on  the 
subject  of  Dalhousi  College 

By  Dr.  Slocumb,  from  inhabitants  of  Bridge- 
water,  praying  for  an  alteration  of  the  Act  pass- 
ed in  1857,  relative  to  the  sale  of  school  lands  in 
that  locality. 

By  Dr  Hamilton,  from  inhabitants  of  Corn- 
wallis, praying  alteration  in  a mail  r ute. 

By  Mr.  Hill,  from  inhabitants  of  Hants  Cy ., 
on  the  subject  ofDalhousie  College. 

By  Mr.  Donald  Fraser,  from  R.  H.  Narra- 
way  and  others,  praying  for  an  alteration  in  the 
License  Law. 

By  Mr.  Bill,  from  inhabitants  of  Lower 
Aylesford,  praying  for  additional  postage  accom- 
modation. 

By  Mr.  Longtey,  from  inhabitants  of  Bridge- 
town and  Annapolis,  on  the  subject  of  Dalhou- 
sie  College. 

By  Mr.  Colin  Campbell,  aski  g for  a grant 
to  Beaver  River  Bridge — handed  toFinl.  Secty. 

By  Mr.  More,  from  inhabitants  of  Ayles- 
ford, to  grant  proposed  alteration  in  a mail  route. 

By  Mr.  Longley  from  John  Whitman,  of 
Annapolis,  in  reference  to  Crown  Lands.  The 


hon.  gentleman  said  that  the  impression  prevail- 
ed in  the  country  that  to  induce  the  settlement 
of  Crown  Land,  the  law  allowed  settlers  to  ob- 
tain grants  of  land  and  pay  for  them  by  their 
labor.  Petitioners  prayed  for  legislation  on  the 
subject. 

Hon.  Atty.  GENL.said  that  the  subject  would 
receive  conside  ation. 

Mr.  BouRiNor  spoke  of  the  desirability  of 
affording  encouragement  to  settlers  on  Crown 
Lands,  where  there  were  no  roads. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  intimated  that  in  a Bill  to 
be  submitted  to  the  House  the  whole  subject 
would  be  brought  up. 

Mr.  Archibald  pointed  out  the  great  expense 
and  delay  which  arose  under  the  present  system 
of  surveying  C own  Lands,  and  suggested  the 
propriety  of  having  plans  in  the  Crown  Land 
Office,  with  the  land  laid  off  in  blocks  from  which 
selection  could  be  made. 

Hon.  Fincl.  Secy,  also  referred  to  the  hard- 
ships of  the  present  system.  In  a portion  of  his 
county  where  the  people  are  ettled  upon  small 
lots,  they  had  to  pay  as  much  for  a grant,  as  for 
a hundred  acre  lot. 

After  some  further  remarks,  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Crown  Land  Committee. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  Bills, 
and  res.umed  the  consideration  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 

Mr.  Samwkl  McDonnell  moved  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  first  clause  of  the  Bill  relating 
to  the  appointment  of  Sheriffs,  and  moved  that 
the  following  clause  be  substituted. 

The  Governor  in  Council  shall  hereafter  ap- 
point a Sheriff  for  each  county  in  the  Province, 
who  shall,  during  office,  reside  in  his  county, 
and  who,  upon  giving  security  by  bond  as  here- 
inafter mentioned,  shall  receive  his  commission 
and  be  invested  wi  h the  full  honours  of  h s of- 
fice. 

The  hon.  gentleman  said  that  it  would  be 
unnecessary  for  him  to  detain  the  House  at  any 
length,  f s the  subject  had  already  been  pretty 
well  exhausted.  He  would  only  say  that  he 
could  not  see  any  reason  why  this  office  should 
be  placed  upon  a different  footing  from  aby 
other.  The  Sheriff,  it  was  true,  was  an  officer 
whose  duty  $ was  to  attend  the  Courts,  but  the 
more  important  party  of  his  duties  had  reference 
to  the  public  at  large,  who  were  interested  in 
the  appointment  of  a fit  and  proper  person,  and 
therefore  he  considered  that  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment for;the  time  being,  who  were  respon- 
sible to  the  people  were  the  proper  persons  to 
make  the  appointment. 

Even  as  the  law  now  stood,  there  were  three 
cases  in  which  the  power  ot  apointment  devolved 
upon  the  Executive.  First  when  the  person 
whose  name  had  been  pricked  from  the  list  failed 
to  give  the  required  security — secondly  when 
the  securities  were  desirous  of  being  relieved  of 
their  responsibility — and  thirdly  in  case  of  the 
death  or  absence  of  the  Sheriff.  As  the  princi- 
ple of  executive  interference  was  thus  practically 
allowed  in  certain  cases  he  thought  it  had  better 
be  adopted  in  all. 

Mr.  Churchill  was  also  in  favor  of  the 
amendment. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  that  the  suggestion 
thrown  out  by  his  hon.  friend  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
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nerai  on  a previous  day  that  there  was  no  reason 
why  the  mode  of  appointing  Sheriffs  should  be 
different  from  the  case  of  a Prothonotary,  or 
any  other  officer  holding  office  during  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Crown  had  taken  him  by  surprise,  as 
it  had  never  been  previously  mooted  in  the 
House.  Since  then  he  had  considered  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  could  see  no  material  reason  why 
the  same  rule  should  not  apply  to  both  cases. 
His  confidence  in  the  present  system  had  also 
been  considerably  shaken  by  what  had  since 
fallen  from  the  honble.  leader  of  the  opposition 
who  had  shewn  how  the  spirit  of  the  law  could 
be  evaded.  That  hon.^gentleman  had  not  hesi- 
tated to  say  that  it  was  perfectly  constitutional, 
when  two  ot  the  executive  had  met  two  of  the 
Judges,  and  agreed  upon  the  person  who  was  to 
be  picked  at  the  bead  of  the  list,  after  charges 
had  been  brought  against  him,  and  deemed  fri- 
volous by  the  Judges,  for  the  Governor  in 
Council  to  appoint  another  person  the  second  on 
the  list  to  the  office  and  thus  openly  to  set  the 
decision  of  the  Judges  at  naught.  That  had 
been  done,  and  the  leader  of  the  opposition  has 
avowed  his  conviction  that  it  was  perfectly 
legitimate  and  constitutional.  Finding  then 
that  no  matter  how  scrupulously  the  party  now 
in  power,  might  adhere  to  the  constitutional 
course  of  selecting  the  person  at  the  head  of  the 
list,  gentlemen  opposite  entertained  a different 
opinion,  and  would  when  the  opportunity 
afforded  adopt  a different  course,  the 
law,  as  it  now  stands,  presented  itself  to 
him  in  a still  more  objectionable  light. 

The  Judges  of  the  land  occupied  a high  and 
exalted  position — what  could  be  more  unseemly 
then,  than  tor  the  executive  Government  of  the 
day  to  be  brought  into  direct  and  deliberate  an- 
tagonism with  them  ? Such,  however,  was  the 
result  which  might  occur  under  the  present  law, 
and  such  a state  of  things  actually  did  occur  in 
1861,  when  the  late  Government  proposed  to 
remove  a certain  Sheriff,  and  brought  charges 
against  him  which  were  examined  into  by  two 
Judges  and  pronounced  insufficient.  Here  was 
a case  of  the  Judges  and  the  executive  directly 
at  issue.  The  Government  apparently  con- 
curred in  the  decision  of  the  Judges  and  signed 
the  iist  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom 
they  had  objected  at  the  head.  What  followed  ? 
Did  they  submit  as  the  present  Government  did 
in  a similar  case  ; and  put  up  with  the  tempo- 
rary inconvenience  that  the  law  imposed  ? He 
was  sorry  to  say  they  did  not,  but  on  the  con- 
trary they,  pricked  off  the  name  of  another  per- 
son altogether,  and  thus  openly  set  the  decision 
of  the  Judges  at  defiance.  Surely,  rather  than 
Such  a state  of  things  as  this  should  exist,  it 
were  better  to  place  the  appointment  altogether 
in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government, 
who  would  be  responsible  to  the  people  for  the 
selections  they  made. 

Mr.  Archibald  had  listened  with  some  cu- 
riosity to  hear  what  arguments  would  be  used 
in  favor  of  this  amendment.  He  was  not  much 
surprised  that  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness, 
who  was  a young  member,  and  tnerefore  not 
pledged  to  any  policy,  but  to  hear  the  Hon.  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  get  up  and  advocate  principles 
which,  when  in  opposition,  he  and  his  learned 
leader  had,  over  and  over  again,  denounced  in 


indignant  terms,  was  one  of  those  marvels  of  po- 
litical consistency  which  might  almost  be  put 
down  as  miraculous  He  would  ask  what  did 
the  member  for  Inverness  want  ? Did  he  want 
to  have  the  office  of  Sheriff  dependent  upon  eve- 
ry change  of  Government?  Did  he  want  to 
have  the  man  who  had  perhaps  earned  and  re- 
tained his  position  by  years  of  faithful  service, 
turned  out  every  time  that  those  opposed  to  him 
in  politics  came  into  pow  r ? He  should  hop© 
that  no  one  would  desire  such  a state  of  things 
as  that.  If  there  is  anything  in  the  argument  of 
the  Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  as  to  the  antagonism 
which  may  result  under  the  present  law  be- 
tween the  Judges  and  the  Executive,  surely  it 
applied  wiih  equal  force  in  1859,  when. The  hon. 
Atty.  General  so  strongly  advocated  the  system 
which  his  colleague  now  denounces.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Prov.  Sec’y  to  show  that  cir- 
cumstances have  occurred  since  then  to  justify 
him  in  the  course  he  was  now  pursuing. 

The  hon.  gentleman,  referring  to  the  case 
mentioned  bv  the  Provincial  Secretary  of  the 
disagreement  between  the  Judges  and  the  Exe- 
cutive, said  that  although  it  wa3  correct  that 
the  two  members  of  the  Executive  had  signed 
the  list  with  three  names  upon  it,  they  did  not 
lead  the  Judges  to  believe  i as  the  Prov.  Secre- 
tary would  wish  the  House  now  to  believe)  that 
they  would  select  the  name  at  the  head  of  the 
list,  but  on  the  contrary  it  was  understood  that 
the  Government  would  exercise  the  discretion 
which  the  law  allowed  them. 

In  the  case  referred  to,  the  Sheriff  had 
incarcerated  a man  under  circumstances  of 
gross  inhumanity,  and  a petition  large- 
ly signed  in  the  locality  where  he  lived 
not  by  persons  politically  opposed  to 
him  alone  (but  very  generally  throughout  the 
community)  was  presented  to  the  Government 
for  hir  removal.  The  Government  considered 
the  grounds  sufficient,  and  brought  them  before 
the  Judges,  who,  however,  differed  from  them 
in  opinion,  and  the  executive  then  used  the  pow- 
er whieh  the  Constitution  gave  them.  It  will 
be  seen  therefore  that  his  Sheriff  was  dismiss- 
ed irrespective  altogether  ot  political  reasons, 
and  on  account  of  the  very  general  feeling 
which  prevailed  against  him  in  the  community, 
a fact  which  was  further  proved  by  the  dissatis- 
factions which  was  manifested  at  his  recent  re- 
appointment. He  had  had  occasion  on  a previ- 
ous day  to  move  for  the  return  of  the  securities 
which  this  officer  had  filed  on  the  occasion  of 
his  reappointment  with  a view  of  showing  that 
they  were  utterly  worthless,  He  would  not 
refer  further  at  present  to  this  subject  than  to 
say  that  here  was  a public  officer  acting  in  a 
responsible  office,  whose  bondsmen  were  men, 
of  straw. 

Referring  to  the  subject  more  immediately 
before  the  House,  he  would  implore  gentlemen 
to  pause  before  they  adopted  a policy  of  so  dan- 
gerous a character  as  that  propounded  in  the 
amendment.  He  would  ask  them  what  would 
become  of  their  freedom  of  elections  when  the 
Government  of  the  day  could  direct  their  She- 
riffs to  return  whom  they  pleased,  upon  pain  of 
being  dismissed-  It  seemed  to  him  that  all  the 
conservatism  which  gentlemen  opposite  boasted 
that  th<  y possessed,  had  departed  from  them 
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and  was  to  be  found  on  his  side  of  the  House. 
There  was  hardly  a principle  which  the  lion, 
leader  of  the  Government  had  advocated  when 
in  opposition  that  he  was  not  now  prepared  to 
recant.  Suppose  for  a moment  that  this  propo- 
sal had  been  made  by  the  late  Government  when 
in,  power.  Would  it  have  received  the  advoca- 
cy of  those  who  now  so  strenuously  support  it  ? 
He  thought  not.  He  therefore  most  earnestly 
besought  gentlemen  opposite  to  pause  before 
they  hastily  adopted  a principle  which  would 
be  inj  urious  not  only  in  its  present  application, 
but  for  all  time  to  come. 

Hon.  Pjroy.  Secy  said  : I cannot  for  a single 
moment  allow  the  statement  just  made  by  the 
leader  of  the  opposition,  that  the  conservative 
party  had  abandoned  their  principles  to  pass  by 
unanswered,  if  he  means  that  because  this  side 
of  the  House  is  called  Conservative,  I am  to  be 
debarred  from  dealing  with  any  subject  that 
comes  up  in  that  broad  and  comprehensive  spirit 
‘which  its  importance  demands,  I differ  from  him, 
and  I challenge  him  to  put  his  finger  upon  a 
single  act  of  mine  which  is  inconsistent  with 
the  broad  principles  of  Liberalism. 

I for  one  have  never  been  ambitious  to  be 
called  a Tory,  nor  did  I ever  entertain  the  fos- 
silitish  idea,  that  everything  must  be  all  right 
that  came  to  us  surrounded  by  the  halo  of  an- 
tiquity. 

But  I would  ask  the  learned  leader  of  the  op- 
position who  has  become  so  suddenly  conserva- 
tive, how  it  was  that  he  lent  himself  to  change 
the  principle  upon  which  in  England  from  time 
immemorial  Sheriffs  had  been  appointed.  Why 
did  he  give  his  energies,  not  to  maintain  the 
Conservative  element,  but  to  withdraw  the 
judicial  influence  altogether  ! If  the  Judges 
agreed  with  the  executive,  it  was  all  right,  but 
if  not,  then  according  to  his  idea  they  must  be 
swept  out  of  the  question  altogether.  Don’t  let 
him  talk  of  conservatism  after  that.  He  con- 
tended then  for  the  very  principle  which  is  now 
proposed — that  the  executive  should  have  the 
control.  The  Legislature,  however,  decided 
against  him  and  retained  the  judicial  element. 
What  did  he  do  then  ? When  a case  of  disagree- 
ment arose  between  the  executive  and  the 
Judges,  did  he  yield  and  leave  the  appointment 
in  the  hands  of  the  Judge  as  the  law  directs  ? 
No  sir ; and  it  is  that  which  makes  me  feel  the 
necessity  tor  some  change  in  the  law.  The 
leader  of  the  oppositio  does  not  hpsitate  to  tell 
us  that  in  such  a case  it  is  perfectly  legitimate 
and  proper  for  the  executive  to  sign  a list  with 
the  name  of  the  person  whom  the  Judges  ap- 
prove of,  at  the  head,  and  who,  it  is  under- 
stood, is  to  be  appointed,  and  then  to  select 
somebody  else,  and  thus  violate  the  spirit 
and  essence  and  even  the  letter  of  the  law. 

I defy  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  point  out 
any  change  in  our  principles  on  the  question. 
In  1861  we  said — better  strike  out  the  names 
of  the  Judges  altogether — better  leave  them  out 
than  to  go  through  the  solemn  farce  of  consult- 
ing them,  and  then  treat  their  judgment  with 
contempt.  I am  told  by  gentlemen  oppo- 
site that  although  the  law  says  that  in  case  of 
disagreement  the  Judges,  and  not  the  Executive, 
shall  decide — yet,  notwithstanding  this,  we  will 
resort  to  this  same  subterfuge  we  did  before,  and 


appoint  the  man  we  want.  If.  in  practice  they 
thus  adopt  the  principle  of  this  amendment  why 
not  openly  avow  it,  and  throw  aside  the  shield 
the  J udges  afford  them — and  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  appoi  tment  upon  themselves? 

The  hon.  gentlemen  concluded  by  expressing 
his  belief  that  there  was  no  other  way  of  prevent- 
ing the  unseemly  spectacle  of  the  Bench  and  the 
Executive  at  variance,  than  by  abolishing  the 
present  law,  and  leaving  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  in  Council. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said — The  hon.  and  learned 
leader  of  the  Opposition  has  told  us  of  the  mar- 
vels he  has  witnessed  in  political  life,  and  has 
informed  us  that  he  actually  blushed  at  the  want 
of  consistency  exhibited  by  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  That  sir,  if  correct,  would 
indeed  be  one  of  the  greatest  marvels  I have 
ever  heard  of. 

But  sir,  I have  arisen  principally  to  answer 
that  portion  of  the  hon.  gentleman’s  speech 
which  refers  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  term  the 
change  of  opinions  exhibited  by  this  side  of  the 
House.  There  have  been  changes  no  doubt, 
and  when  I look  back  over  my  long  political 
life,  and  mark  the  changes  that  my  own  feel- 
ings have  undergone,  I find  that  the  cause  for 
those  changes  exists  in  the  conduct  of  the  gen- 
tlemen opposite,  who  led  the  great  Liberal  party 
in  Nova  Scotia.  I shall  have  occasion  to  talk  of 
this  subject  more  at  large  at  some  future  time, 
when  no  doubt  we  shall  be  favored  by  gentle- 
men opposite  with  a disquisition  on  the  subject 
of  tenure  of  office,  and  I shall  then  point  out  the 
history  ot  these  changes  as  connected  with  the 
whole  policy  of  the  Liberal  party. 

The  hon.  gentleman  asks  what  has  become  of 
Conservatism.  I will  tell  him  what  it  is  that 
makes  Conservatism  a banner  under  which  I am 
proud  to  serve.  The  fundamental  principle  of 
Conservatism  is  honesty-political  integrity — 
and  it  is  that  which  constitutes  the  difference  be- 
tween it  and  the  shifting  vacillating  policy  of  gen- 
tlemen opposite,  which  is  founded  upon  political 
expediency. 

Take  the  present  case — What  is  the  position 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  occupies  on  this 
position  'f  It  is  this— We  propounded  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  Sheriffs  should  be  kept  free  irom 
Government  influence,  and  be  preserved  in  their 
office  so  long  as  they  faithfu  ly  discharged  their 
duties — that  in  point  of  fact  their  tenure  of  office 
though  nominally  annual,  in  reality  should  be 
perpetual.  Mark  the  difference  of  the  course 
pursued  by  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite.  His 
theory  was  that  the  J udges  must  agree  before  a 
Sheriff  could  be  removed.  What  was  his  prac- 
tice 1 To  meet  the  Judges,  apparently  agree 
with  them,  and  then  quietly  appoint  somebody 
else. 

And  yet  he  say3  to  us,  retain  the  law  as  it  is — 
act  faithfully  up  to  its  spirit  and  its  letter — rise 
superior  to  the  considerations  of  party — appoint 
no  one  whom  the  Judges  do  not  approve  of — 
but  wait  till  we  get  into  power,  and  we  will 
pluck  different  fruits  from  the  same  tr  e.  And 
in  this  is  to  be  seen  the  difference  between  con-  - 
servatism  and  the  policy  of  gentlemen  opposite. 
We  did  not  dare  to  violate  the  principles  we 
had  contended  for.  We  told  the  Judges  we 
wished  to  remove  a certain  Sheriff  for  certain 
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reasons.  The  two  Judges  did  not  agree  with 
us,  and  we  then,  instead  of  violating  the  princi- 
ples as  expediency  might  have  dictated,  bowed 
to  the  decision  of  the  Judges.  I confess  that 
when  this  subject  was  before  the  House  a day 
or  two  ago,  I had  not  turned  my  attention  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Sol.  Genl.,  that  there 
was  no  reason  why  this  office  should  not  be  as 
others  are,  during  good  behaviour ; but  now 
that  I have  considered  the  subject,  I can  see  no 
reason  why  such  should  not  be  the  case.  I can 
see  no  dangerous  consequences  that  would  re- 
sult from  such  a system,  for  any  government 
that  would  abuse  the  power  placed  in  tneir 
hands,  and  use  the  office  of  Sheriff  to  attain  their 
own  purposes  ’would  soon  receive  condign 
punishment  at  the  hands  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Archibald  would  only  offer  a single  re- 
mark as  it  was  near  the  dinner  hour.  If  the 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  was  sincere  in  his  de- 
sire to  retain  the  controlling  power  of  the  Bench 
and  was  only  altering  tiie  law  because  it  was 
liable  to  be  evaded,  he  could  accomplish  his 
object  by  altering  a single  line  and  making  it 
compulsory  to  select  the  name  first  on  the  list. 
This  he  could  do  instead  of  rushing  to  the  op 
posite  extreme. 

The  House  adj  urned  until  3 o’clock  in  the 
afternoon. 


We  have  next  a statement,  under  the  head  of 
each  article,  showing  the  quantity  and  value  of 
sue  > articles  imported  into  each  port,  and  frpm 
what  country  imported. 

We  have  fourthly  an  abstract  of  the  quantity 
and  value  of  each  article  imported  into  the  Prov- 
ince, and  indicating  from  what  country  imported. 

We  now  come  to  a comparative  statement 
of  the  value  of  merchandize  imported  into 
each  port  of  the  Province,  during  the  year  ended 
30th  September  1862  and  1863,  showing  the  in- 
crease or  decrease  at  each  port,  and  the  total  in- 
crease throughout  the  Province — from  which  it 
appears  that  the  total  amount  of  imports  for  1862 
was  $8,445  042 ; for  1863,  $10,201,391,  making 
an  annual  increase  in  the  value  of  imports  of 
$1,756,349. 

Then  there  is  a comparative  statement  of  the 
value  of  each  article  imported  into  the  Province 
during  the  years  1862  and  1873,  shewing  the  in- 
crease and  decrease  in  each  article  of  import. — 
There  appears  an  actual  increase  on  all  articles 
except  Burning  Fluid,  Bricks,  Corn,  Wheat, 
Dr  gs,  etc  , Rye  Flour,  Fruit,  Hats  and  Caps, 
Herring,  Hides  and  Skins,  Lime  and  Plaster, 
Molasses,  Potatoes  and  Vegetables,  Rice,  Rum, 
Scale  Fish,  and  Wines,  on  which  articles  there 
appears  a decrease  of  $215,436,  against  an  in- 
crease of  $1,971,785,  making  a total  increase  of 
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The  House  resumed  at  three. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  : 

By  Mr.  J.  McDonald,  in  reference  to  DaL 
housie  College. 

Bv  Mr  Bourinot.  from  A.  T.  Cameron,  an 
aged  teacher,  asking  for  a free  grant  of  and 

By  Mr  Kill  am,  from  Lake  George,  in  refer- 
ence to  Daihousie  College. 

By  Mr.  More,  from  Wolfville,  on  the  same 
subject. 

B}t  Mr.  Fallback,  from  Bridgewater,  on  the 
same  .-ubject. 

By  Mr.  Parker,  from  Jas.  Glass  and  others, 
concerning  a sold  claim. 

financial  statement. 

The  Hon.  Fincl.  Secretary  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble the  Annual  Trade  Retu  ns,  etc.  In  his  open- 
ing remarks  he  congratulated  the  House  on  the 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  country,  and  then 
w ent  on  to  give  a 

Synopsis  of  Trade  Returns  for  1863. 

Looking  at  the  Trade  Returns,  we  find  first  a 
detailed  account  of  the  quantity  and  value  of 
articles  imported  into  the  various  ports  of  the 
Province,  during  the  year  ending  30ih  Septem- 
ber, 1863,  and  from  what  countries  imported, 
showing  the  quantity  and  value  at  each  port  se- 
parately. 

We  next  come  to  an  abstract  under  the  head 
of  each  port,  of  the  value  of  importations  into 
each  port,  and  indicating  from  what  country  im- 
ported. The  total  value  of  imports  is  $10,201,- 
391,  of  which — 

$3,875,693  are  from  Great  Britain, 

1,216  621  “ B N.  America, 

286.280  “ B.  W Indies, 

3,857,765  “ U.  States 

965,032  “ other  countries. 

Making  a total  of  $10,201,391 


$1,756,349. 

We  have  next  a detailed  account  of  the  quan- 
tity and  value  of  articles  exported  from  each 
port  in  this  Province,  under  the  head  of  each 
port,  and  indicating  to  what  countries  exported. 

We  now  come  to  an  abstract  of  the  value  of 
the  articles  exported  from  each  port  in  the  Pro- 
vince, for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1863, 
and  indicating  to  what  countries  exported. 
From  which  it  appears  that  the  total  value  ex- 
ported during  the  year  was  $6,546,488,  of  which 
articles  to  the  value  of — 


$.320,340  was  exported  to  Great  Britain. 

1,854,643  “ B.  N.  America. 

1,714  356  “ West  Indies. 

1,869,772  “ United  States. 

787,877  “ Other  Countries. 

Making  a total  of  $6,546,488. 

Further  on  we  have  a statement,  under  the 
head  of  each  article,  of  the  quantity  and  value 
of  articles  exported  from  each  Port,  and  to  what 
countries.  It  also  contains  an  abstract  of  the 
quantity  and  value  of  each  article  exported  from 
the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  September,  1863,  showing  to  what 
countries  exported. 

We  have  next  a comparative  statement  of  the 
value  of  Merchandize  exported  from  each  port 
for  the  years  ended  30th  Sept.,  1862  and  1863, 
shewing  the  increase  or  decrease  at  each  port, 
and  the  total  increase  throughout  the  Province, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  total  amount  ex- 
ported for  1862  was  $5,646,961,  and  for  1863 
$6,546,488,  thus  exhibiting  an  increase  of  ex- 
ports from  the  Province  for  1863  above  1862  of 
$899,527.  The  succeeding  portions  contain, 
first,  a comparative  statement  of  each  article 
exported  from  the  Province  daring  the  years 
1862  and  1863,  shewing  the  increase  and  de 
crease  on  each  article  of  export ; and,  secondly  , 
an  account  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  ves- 
sels entered  inwards  from  each  country,  under- 
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the  head  of  country,  in  each  port  in  the  Pro- 
vince, with  number  of  men ; and  showing 
whether  with  cargoes  or  in  ballast,  and  distin- 
guishing British  from  Foreign  ships. 

Next  we  have  an  account,  with  abstract,  of 
the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  cleared  out- 
wards at  each  port — distinguishing  vessels  with 
cargoes  from  those  in  ballast,  a d British  from 
foreign  ships,  and  indicating  to  what  countries 
cleared.  A so  an  account,  with  abstract,  of  ves- 
sels belonging  to  ports  in  the  Province,  on  the 
30tli  Sept.,  1863,  showing  the  number,  tons, 
and  value  belonging  to  each  Port  on  the  30th 
Sept.  1862, — the  number,  tons,  and  value  of 
those  struck  off  in  1863 — the  number,  tons,  and 
value  added  in  each  port ; and  the  total  number 
of  vessels  and  tons  registered  belonging  to  each 
port  on  the  80th  Sept.  1863,  with  their  estima- 
ted value.  In  conclusion,  we.  have  an  account, 
with  abstract,  of  all  new  vessels  registered  in 
each  port  in  the  Province  during  the  year,  end- 
ing 30th  Sept.  1863.  showing  the  name,  rig, 
tonnage,  where  built,  builders’  name  and  esti- 
mated value  in  dollars  currency.  These  returns 
show  the  total  number  of  vessels  registered  on 
30th  Sept.  1863,  to  be  3539,  tonnage,  309,554, 
and  estimated  value  -$8,965  929  And  the  total 
number  of  vessels  built,  during  the  same  period, 
207,  tonnage  46  862,  and  estimated  value,  $1  - 
952,814,  which  is  more  than  a hundred  per  cent, 
than  in  1860 

The  Returns  of  Expenditure  and  Revenue 

shew — 

First — A general  statement  of  warrants  drawn 
on  Receiver  General  on  account  of  different  pub- 
lic services  during  the  year  ended  31st  Dec., 
1863. 

Secondly — A general  abstract  of  articles  im- 
ported into  and  manufactured  in  this  Province, 
on  which  duty  was  collected  in  1863,  shewing  a 
total  amount  of  duties  collected, including  Excise 
duty  on  beer  and  tobacco,  of  $861,989  41. 

Thirdly — A general  abstract  of  the  returns  of 
Excise  duty  collected  at  the  different  ports  of 
this  Province  during  the  year. 

Fourthly — A comparative  statement  of  the 
amount  of  Excise  duties  collected  on  articles 
imported  into  and  manufactured  in  this  Pro- 
vince in  the  years  1862  and  1863,  shewing  an 
increase  over  1862  of  $31,862  84. 

Fifthly — A comparative  statement  of  the  quan- 
tities of  articles  subject  to  duty,  imported  into 
and  manufactured  in  this  Province  for  the  years 
1862  and  1863. 

Sixthly — A comparative  statement  of  the 
gross  amount  of  Light  Duty  collected  at  the 
different  ports  of  this  Province  for  the  years 
1862  and  1863,  shewing  a total  amount  collected 
in  1863  of  $32,343  80  against  31,164  50  collected 
in  1862,  making  an  increase  of  $1149  30. 

And  lastly — The  Receiver  General’s  account 
current  with  the  Province,  from  the  1st  Jan’y. 
to  the  31st  Dec’r.,  1863,  shewing  a balance  in 
haod  of  $100,745  67. 

The  Gold  Fields — Receipts,  $19,247,  and 
disbursements  $25,950. 

The  increase  on  Excise  duties  was  $31,862  84 
Light  Duty,  1,149  30 

Casual  Revenue,  1,962  89 

$34,976  03 


From  the  figures  I have  given,  continued  the 
Hon.  Fin.  Secy.,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total 
amount  of  imports  for  the  year  was  $10,201,391, 
whilst  the  exports  realized  $6,546,488.  Adding 
to  the  latter  sum  the  value  of  new  ves'-els, 
$1,952,814,  as  well  as  that  of  the  gold  exported, 
$280,000,  we  have  a total  amount  of  $8,789,302. 

At  first  sight  it  might  be  naturally  imagined 
that  there  is  a balance  of  trade  against  the  Pro- 
vince ; but  before  coming  to  the  conclusion  we 
must  take  into  consideration  several  very  mate- 
rial fa :ts.  We  should  remember  tie  peculiar 
advantages  this  Province  possesses  for  maritime 
pursuits,  and  the  large  extent  to  which  these  ad- 
vantages are  made  use  of  by  the  people.  Already 
this  Prov  nce  owns  an  amount  of  tonnage  which 
is  equal  to  about  a ton  for  every  inhabitant. — 
These  vessels  are  manned  by  a very  large  num- 
ber of  men  who  are  not  as  ordinary  seamen — 
who  have  no  settled  homes  and  squander  their 
wages  indiscriminately — but  most  of  them  have 
wives  an  3 families  here,  to  whom  they  regularly 
transmit  their  wages.  We  may  safely  consider 
that  our  seamen,  at  the  moderate  computation 
of  four  men  per  hundred  tons,  and  estimating 
their  wages  at  $16  per  month,  earn  in  12  monthg 
$2,304,000. 

In  England,  a short  time  before  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves,  the  question  was  raised  that 
the  United  Kingdom,  instead  of  deriving  a ben- 
efit from  the  sugar  Colonies,  was  actually  a loser, 
because  the  custom-house  returnss  bowed  a much 
larger  amount  of  goods  imported  therefrom  to  the 
United  Kingdom  than  the  amount  of  exports 
to  such  colonies,  and  some  would-be  political 
economists  argued  from  this  that  the  balance  of 
trade  was  against  the  United  Kingdom.  But  it 
was  found  upon  examination  that  as  most 
of  the  owners  of  Estates  in  these  colonies 
resided  in  England,  and  the  great  bulk  of 
the  produce  of  their  Estates  was  sent  to  them, 
and  as  many  of  the  exporters  of  goods  from  Eng- 
land were  not  interested  in  Estates  in  these  Colo- 
nies, but  procured  remittances  for  amount  of 
their  invoices  in  Bills  of  Exchange  in  gold  and 
s Iver,  the  balance  of  trade  was  largely  in  favor 
of  Great  Britain. 

This  Province  is  situated  about  in  the  same 
position  as  England  was  at  the  time  in  question. 
We  have  a large  amount  of  tonnage  owned  by 
Nova  Scotians  which  have  been  making  hand- 
some returns  for  their  owners,  and  have  been 
restoring  to  us,  (if  not  actually  in  the  shape  of 
gold  or  silver,)  what  will  help  to  pay  for  the 
large  amount  of  importations.  I believe  every 
man  in  the  country  is  actually  richer,  and  that 
the  balance  of  trade  is  considerably  in  our  favour. 
As  I shall  have  a full  opportunity  of  entering 
into  financial  matters  when  the  estimates  are 
brought  up,  I shall  not  dwell  further  on  this 
subject.  I may  point  with  satisfaction,  however, 
to  the  fact  that  the  duties  collected  on  the  ad- 
valorem  goods  which  were  l educed  last  year 
exhibit  a very  handsome  increase,  instead  of  a 
reduction  of  $90,000  as  was  estimated  last  year. 
I may  a so  state,  in  conclusion,  that  the  disburse- 
ments for  th  e gold  fields  may  appear  large,  but 
they  are  c iefly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a 
large  sum  had  to  be  expended  in  paying  certain 
land  claims  at  the  “ Ovens.” 


Making  a total  of 
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PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  Pill  presented  a petition  from  a number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  West  Cornwallis,  praying 
that  alteratiors  be  made  in  the  law  regulating 
Dalhrusie  College. 

By  Mr.  Colin  Campbell,  from  the  county  of 
Ditbv,  to  the  Fame  <■  fleet. 

By  Mr  Lawrence,  from  Lower  Horton,  of 
similar  pmp  *rt 

Mr.  Miller  pres-nted  tie  petition  of  Berj* 
Wier  and  o'hers  asking  for  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion for  the  Sea  Cove  Bay  Mining  Company,  and 
alfo  introduced  a bill  in  ecccrdance  with  the 
prayer  of  the  petition 

Hon  Prov.  Sec.  submitted  the  report  of  the 
Chairman  of  1 be  R Tvay  Board  for  1863.  and 
ftbo  Mr.  Pei  ley’s  r<  p rt  of  Lis  inspection  of  the 
Novp  Scotia  Railways. 

Mr.  Pryor  Fought  to  introduce  a bil!  to  amend 
the  act  to  incorporate  the  Halifax  Marine  Insur- 
ance Company,  but  the  House  dicided  that  the 
bill  was  of  a private,  or  local  ? a*ure  and  there- 
fore came  within  the  rule  requiring  the  payment 
of  $20  before  receptkn;  it  was  withdrawn  for  the 
preset  t. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  presented  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Bowes  1 elating  to  a mining  base.  It 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mines  and 
Minerals. 

Mr.  Tobin  introduced  a bill  to  amend  the  Act 
incorporating  the  Halifax  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  a s">  bill  relating  to  Fire  In;  usance 
Compaohs  diing  hi  s:ness  iu  this  city,  1 ut  not 
ineerporattd  wiihiu  the  limits  of  this  Province. 
The  object  of  this  measure  is  to  compel  such 
Com  pan  es  to  invest  an  amount  of  money  is  the 
Province  as  a guarar  te  for  the  payment  of  eny 
losses  on  rhks  they  m y sustain  in  this  country. 

Mr*  Shannon  in'roduced  a bill  relating  to  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  without  the  Pro- 
vii  c \ 

Hon.  Atty  Gen.  presented  a petition  from  a 
number  of  residents  et  Cape  North,  complaining 
of  injustice  done  them  by  the  passage,  last  Ses- 
sion, of  a the  b 11  to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian 
ccngregation  cf  that  place. 

APPOINTMENT  cf  sheriffs. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  B lls 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Revised 
Statut*  t. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  to  day  the  hon.  Atty. 
Gen°ral  had  treated  the  Committee  to  a vigorous 
speech,  in  vhich  he  w xed  exceedingly  warm, 
and  the  nature  of  his  address  was  calculated  to 
remind  one  of  some  of  the  events  of  last  session. 
It  bad  been  remarked  that  ihe  present  House  was 
a dull  one,  bur  then  the  exhibition  of  the  learn- 
ed Attorney  General  showed  that  there  really 
was  eon  e life  in  it  yet.  The  Attorney  General 
got  excited  s ) s on  as  he  was  reminded  that  he 
bad  changed  his  opinions  But  a day  or  two  ago 
an  hon.  member  for  Kings  h d proposed  an 
amendment  to  the  law  relating  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Sheriffs,  and  ou  that  octaMon  the  learn- 
ed Attorrey  Gem  r il  rose  and  opposed  the  propo- 
sition ssyiog  that  if  he  were  disposed  to  be  go- 
verned by  m'  tivee  cf  expediency  alone,  be  might 
support  the  motion  ; but  as  he  was  not  he  felt 
bound  to  oppose  it,  and  said  he  thougl  t it  wiser 
to  submit  to  slight  inconvenience,  than  to  disturb 
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a system  which  he  believed  was  founded  upon 
sound  legislation.  But  they  to-day  found  that 
same  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  rising  to  second 
a motion  of  the  same  Dature  as  the  one  he  con- 
demned on  a previous  day.  The  hon.  member 
for  Lunenburgb  (Mr  Kaulback)  bad  also  express- 
ed disapp  obaiion  of  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  bon.  member  for  Kmgs  to  vest  the  appoinfc- 
m nt,  of  Sh' riffs  in  tbe  Governor  aid  Council, 
and  he  (Mr.  Arehinald)  was  curious  to  kDow 
wbe'ber  that  hon.  gentleman  intended  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  Attorney  General  and  change 
his  opinion  too.  He  had  heard  an  hon.  member 
lor  Hi  lifax  (Mr.  Pryor)  say  that  he  would  be 
very  sorry  lo  see  any  change  mede  in  tbe  present 
mode  of  appointing  Sberff-1,  and  was  he  also 
expec  ed  to  vole  contrary  to  his  expressed  con- 
victions? The  learned  Attorney  General  bad 
said  that  he  never  changed  bis  opinions  unless  a 
necessity  lo  do  so  wes  f<  reed  upon  him  by  the 
conduct  of  the  opposition,  and  be  would  in  all 
seriousness  ask.  what  the  opposition  had  done 
to  necessita*e  such  a change?  But  be  would  say 
to  boD.  genilemen.  consider  well  bow  the  case 
stands.  Up  to  the  year  1859  the  Sheriffs  were 
appointed  by  the  Judges  and  the  Government 
conj' inlly  The  system  was,  that  two  Judges 
and  two  Executive  Councillors  mi  t to  arrange 
the  list  cf  Sheriffs,  and  tbe  Judges  had  the  power 
to  secure  the  apf  ointment,  of  tbe  then  incumb  nt 
if  they  pressed  it.  In  1859  the  present  Attorney 
General  introduced  a bill  to  enlarge  tbe  power 
of  the  Jud^e*  in  this  respect,  and  he  fucceeded 
in  carrying  tbe  measure  through  the  House,  and 
that  law  gbve  th°  Judges  the  selection  of  tbe 
officer,  in  case  the  Government  and  the  Judges 
could  not  agree  upon  au  appointment.  That 
bill  was  now  law.  a d yet  they  feurd  he  learn- 
ed Attorney  General  seeking  to  repeal  that 
measure  which  he  wag  instrumental  iu  placing 
on  the  statute  book  of  this  country. 

If  the  bon.  Gentleman  was  of  opinion  that  the 
provisions  of  tbe  law,  of  his  own  m iking,  was  a 
Conservative  pewer  the  Judges  ought  to  pocsees, 
why  net  give  it  to  them  finally?  If  he  (Atty. 
Gen.)  thought  tbe  late  Government  misinterpre- 
ted the  law,  it  was  a single  matter  to  guard 
against  a repititicnof  them  stake,  if  such  it  was, 
by  adding  a sentence  to  the  act,  providing  that 
tbe  pe  son  whose  i ame  wt  s plac  d at  the  head  of 
the  list  by  the  Judge  shall  be  selected  by  the 
Executive.  He  would  ask  the  house  if  it  was 
prepared  to  give  power  to  the  Government  to 
brush  away  tbe  Sheriffs  on  the  eve  of  an  election 
in  the  Counties,  the  representation  of  which  wag 
likely  lo  be  hotly  comested,  and  supply  their 
places  with  active  political  partizan-  ? The  sys- 
tem cow  in  operation  had  been  the  practice  in 
other  countries  from  earliest  bistiry,  and  uDder 
this  mle  Sheriffs  have  in  this  Province  held  office 
for  very  long  periods,  but  this  would  Dot  be  the 
case  wjre  ihe  power  to  make  the  appein  ment  of 
these  < fficers  vested  solely  in  the  Gove  nment  of 
the  d*y.  It  was  well  known  to  many  hon.  mem- 
bers iu  the  House  that  very  fnquently  pressure 
is  brought  to  bear  upon  tbe  Executive  to  endea- 
vor to  induce  tl  em  to  use  t'  e r influmce  to  se- 
cure the  removal  cf  Sheriffs,  and  did  tie  Excca 
tive  pissess  unqualified  authority  to  dismiss  and 
appoint  these  officials,  in  some  cases  they  would 
le.compelled,  by  force  of  circumstaucts,  to  sue- 
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ourrb.  Tbe  rerift  of  the  working  of  each  a law 
as  proposed  by  the  amendment  under  considera- 
tion, would  be,  that  no  Sheriff  could  retain  his 
siii  a'ion  unless  be  were  an  active  supp  r er  of 
the  administration  of  tbe  timm  This  was  cer- 
tainly a s‘a  e of  tbioga  not  to  be  wished  for.  He 
was  ferry  to  tb^.erve  that  a disposition  were 
evinced  to  sweep  away  the  old  fo  n at.ions  upon 
wffch  tenure  of  office  res'ed.  At  tbe  present 
day  tbe  office  rf  Sheriff  was  about  tfe  only  one 
that  remaintd  le  g d around  by  any  proieetive 
principle  and  he  would  be  sor-y  to  see  these 
v holeseme  guards remcv^d.  The  bon.  member 
closed  by  imploring  t e House  to  pause  before 
giving  their  arsmt  to  a treasure  frausbt  with 
danger,  end  calculaud  to  ltai  to  evil  conse- 
quences. 

Hon.  Sol  Gen.  said  that  in  England  the  She- 
r'ffb  were  n t appointed  by  the  Judges,  and  tbe 
system  there  was  entin  ly  different  from  that  pur- 
sued ;n  this  country.  He  saw  no  good  reason 
why  ibe  Sheriffs  of  tbi*  Province  should  not  be 
appointed  ly  Government  as  w<  11  as  the  Prctbc- 
natcries.  The  bon  gentlen  an  then  c-xp'amed 
the  system  of  eelectirg  Sheiills  as  it  existed  in 
England.  There  tbe  nomination  was  made  by 
the  Lord  Lieufenr.nt  who  submitted  the  names 
of  three  persons  to  the  Government,.  and  tha  lat- 
ter rr ade  tbe  appointment,  and  th' rafore  virtu- 
all?  had  absolute  power  in  the  ca3e.  and  the 
Judges  had  n-*  voice  ia  tbe  matter  at  all  He 
did  not  thiuk  itw  u’d  be  unwise  to  introduce  ia 
Nova  Scotia  the  mode  and  practice  fo'lowed  in 
E.  g and.  and  he  read  from  the  law  of  New  Bruns- 
wick to  how  that  in  that.  P,o?inee  the  appoint- 
ment of  Sherffs  wa«  vestel  solely  in  the  executive 
Gov-roment.  Iu  New  Brunswick  the  Governor 
a d Council  had  more  power,  in  respect  to  this 
m uter  then  it  was  proposed  to  confer  upon  this 
Pr  vince  by  the  amendment  under  considf  radon. 
Tte  present  mode  w*  s ca  culated  to  bring  the 
Executive  arid  the  Judges  into  collision,  and  in 
some  instances  he  bel  ev^d  it  had  had  that  effect, 
and  ;he:efcre  it  was  well  that  the  existing  prac- 
tice i h u'd  cease.  It  was  a most  unsatisfactory 
mode.  In  1861  it  appeared  that  two  members  of 
the  then  Executive  pressed  for  the  removal  of  a 
8heriff,  but  tbe  Judges  re'used  to  ac-'ede  to  tbeir 
wishes,  and  placed  the  incumbent  at  the  head  of 
the  list  with  the  v-ew  of  securing  his  appoint- 
ment, but  instead  of  tbe  Government  selecting 
that  person  thpy  parsed  him  over  and  took  the 
record.  tfus  practically  ignoring  tbe  authority 
of  tbe  Judges,  and  by  this  act  the  late  admini« 
e’ration  violated  tbe  spirit  of  tbe  law.  If  tbe 
Government  had  tbe  right  to  select  o her  than 
the  one  placed  at  tbe  head  of  the  list,  then  tbe 
Judges  vere  virtually  without  power  in  such 
ca  es.  The  mode  proposed  would  ie  a more  sa- 
tisfactory one  than  the  pie-ent,  and  prevent  col- 
lision between  tie  Executive  and  the  Judiciary, 
He  hed  heard  debates  iu  that  House  of  a nature 
calcn  a’ed  to  b ing  the  Judges  in  disrepute 
by  mixing  h m up  with  political  patty  trans- 
actors. and  make  them  a scapp  g'*et  for  either  o e 
party  or  <h  • other.  Tbe  r<  cu  rerce  of  s cb  un- 
seemly proceedings  would  be  effectually  prevent- 
ed by  tbe  pr  p sed  change.  Th:e  y ar  when  the 
Judges  were  left  free  to  *ct  in  the  matter  of  ap- 
pointing the  Sheiiffs,  they  riiusta'ed  the  man 
whom  the  late  Government  removed,  and  thus 


adhered  to  their  opinions  of  1861.  He  contended 
it  would  be  judicious  to  keep  the  Judges  cb  a"  of 
tbe  matter  of  appointment  of  Sheriffs,  and 
throw  tbe  whole  responsibility  on  the  Govern- 
ment, who  were  aiswe’a’de  to  the  ouse  and 
tbe  country.  He  was  in  favor  of  making  'be 
office  of  Sheriff  a permanent  one,  during  good 
b'haviour.  and  would  be  disposed  toimxne 
heavy  penal! i s on  them  in  case  they  departed 
from  their  line  or  duty,  and  if  they  acted  im- 
pn  p°rly.  brh  g them  before  a judicial  tribun  >1 
and  try  them  for  the  alleged  offence,  and  if 
found  guilty  enforce  tbe  1 -w  cxicting  /he  pen- 
alty, a’ d dismiss  the  offender  from  office. 
He  would  prohibit  Sheriffs  u der  penalty  ir  irn 
i terfeiing  with  the  franchise  or  medd  ing  in 
elections  be- o id  their  line  of  duty.  The  bon. 
leader  of  the  ojpieitmn  had  said  that  there 
seemed  to  exist  a tendency  to  establi  h a system 
of  d'sraissals  from  office.  If  such  were  tbe  case, 
and  tbe  system  was  to  he  deplored,  as  the  hon. 
member  had  said,  that  hon.  gentleman  was  not 
in  a position  to  throw  the  first  ft  me.  7h  * ques- 
tion of  dismissals  f otn  office  wis  an  important 
one,  and  when  tbe  subject  was  brought  be  ore 
the  House,  no  doubt  it  would  be  duly  considend. 
With  regrrd  to  what  had  been  s,aid  about  pressure 
being  brought  to  bear  on  tbe  government  to  in- 
d ice  them  to  remove  Sheriffs,  it  wou’d  not 
operate  with  any  more  fore*  with  respect  to  ih  sc 
officers  than  any  others  under  the  coot  ml  of  ibe 
Governor  and  Council  H°  thought  ihe  refer- 
ence to  political  SheriffsJjcamj  with  exceedingly 
bad  grace  from  the  'ealer  of  tbe  opposition, 
seeing  that  he  had  a few  years  ago  sent  two  p - 
litical  Sber  ffs  to  conduct  an  election  in  the 
County  of  Yict-. ria,  c ampler*  ly  ignoring  the 
regularly  appointed  Sheriff  of  that  county.  In 
vesting  the  appointment  of  Sheriffs  in  the  Govern- 
ment they  wo  old  only  be  following  the  example 
set  ihjm  by  England  and  the  neigbb  >ring  Pro- 
vi  ce  of  N-w  Brunswick  The  system  had  work- 
ed well  in  England  :or  centuii j3  and  could  not 
fail  to  work  equally  ra  is'actorily  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  rerna  k d th&-  the 
hor.  S(  l;citor  General  had  referred  to  the  practice 
in  England  and  New  Brunswick,  but  the  r ference 
was  an  unfortunate  one  lor  the  principle  adver- 
ted by  the  learned  member.  The  amendm  ut  now 
before  the  Commiues  was  to  place  the  appoint- 
ment of  Sb- riffs  absolutely  on  tbe  G vernment. 
Now  in  England,  arc  irding  to  the  showing  of 
the  hon.  Solicitor  General,  three  persons  were 
nominated  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  from  whom 
tbe  Crown  made  a selection.  In  New  Brunswick 
the  appointment  of  Sheriff  was  an  ual  and  there- 
fore the  main  ground  taken  by  the  hon.  member 
in  support  of  the  proposition  actually  weighed 
again -t  h's  arguments.  He  opposed  ihe  amend- 
ment because  it  was  intended  to  increase  the  pow- 
er of  the  Government  with  respect  to  the  appoint- 
ment and  removal  of  these  officers,  and  it  was 
the  duly  of  tbe  House  to  prevent  the  extension 
of  such  power.  As  parties  now  stood  it  might  be 
very  satisfactory  to  the  Government  to  have  the 
authoriiy  the  amendment  would  give  them,  but 
be  would  ask  what  would  be  the  feelings  of  tbrae 
geutl  m n if  power  were  top  sstotheopp  sit  ion 
side  of  the  House.  Suppose  the  1 .te  Government 
lal  last  sesskn  suggested  such  an  alteration  ia 
(he  law,  would  the  present  Attorney  General 
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have  assented  io  it?  No  he  would  not,  but 
world  have  denounced  tbe  proposition.  The 
learned  SoBcitor  General  had  said  that  the 
present  system  bad  excited  much  dissatisfac- 
tion. If  such  were  the  ca,ce  why  hud  not  that 
boo.  member  introduced  a bill  to  place  the  mode 
of  appointment  on  more  sat'sractory  grounds,  or 
why  d d he  not  now  bring  it  in  as  a Government 
measure?  In  the  course  of  a very  short  time, 
some  bon.  m<  mb<rs  bad  appnrenfly  changed  their 
opinion?.  Upon  reference  to  the  debates,  he  ob- 
served that  a few  days  a so  the  Provincial  Secre 
tary  had  expressed  a dov.bv  of  the  propriety  of 
m \ iag  the  appointment  of  Sber  ff  an  Execu  ive 
one;  and  tbe  learned  Attorney  G nral  on  the 
same  day  decl  ired  that  he  would  ntber  submit  'o 
present  mconven  ence  than  disturb  a system  be 
b-  lieved  was  based  on  s urd  legislation.  An- 
other bon.  member  (Dr  Brown)  bad  said  that 
tbe  exis'ing  mod*  was  the  oniy  one  likely  to 
keep  the  Sheriffs  aloof  from  party  politics,  and 
the  bon.  mender  ter  Lunenburgb,  Mr.  Kaulback 
bad  d'  dared  be  w s desirous  that  Sheriffs  should 
rot  b»  pt  liticil  officers  and  therefore  could  not 
ei  dorse  the  proposition  to  place  their  appoi  tm  nt 
eohly  io  the  Government.  Wouid  those  hon* 
members  now  vote  tor  a measure  they  but  a few 
days  ago  condemned  as  dangerous  ? He  thought 
some  misapprehension  existed  respecting  the 
mode  prescribed  by  law  for  the  appointment  of 
Sheriffs.  The  law  said  tbe  nomination  should 
be  made  by  the  Judges  and  the  executive  coo- 
jciotly,  but  in  case  of  a disagreement  the  Judges 
were  to  prevail.  It  directed  the  Chief  Justice 
and  tbe  other  Judges  to  decide  on  three  persons 
not  unlikely  to  accept  the  office,  and  submit  their 
Lames  to  the  Government  for  the  lai'er  to  select 
ooe  from,  but  ih  re  was  nothing  in  the  law  mak- 
ing it  compulsory  on  ti  e Government  to  choose 
the  person  whose  name  st.od  at  tbe  he  id  of  the 
IV  The  law  did  not  coGvey  the  meaning  that 
some  boD.  membtrs  assumed  it  did.  It  was  com- 
petent for  tbe  Government  to  select  either  of  tbe 
ibree  persons  nominated  by  the  Judges.  It  had, 
it  was  true,  been  the  general  practice  to  select 
the  fi’  St  on  the  lis’,  but  then  practice  could  not 
d1  teat  the  meaning  ot  the  law.  The  three  nom- 
nattd  stood  equally  entitled  to  appointment.  It 
v-a<  important  that  this  subject  should  b?  consi- 
dered in  elective  of  the  past.  It  was  not  discreet 
to  bandy  words  about  what  this  or  that  Govern- 
ment had  done,  but  it  was  their  duty  to  discuss 
tha  question  on  its  merits,  and  in  deciding  do 
justice  to  tbe  public.  The  office  of  Sh  riff  was 
intimately  co  nected  with  judicial  functions,  fee 
executed  the  processes  issued  out  of  the  Court, 
and  the  Judges  were  thertfore  best  qualified  to 
decide  respecting  tbe  capacity  aud  fitness  of  the 
Sheriff.  To  make  the  Sheriffs  mere  creaturts  of 
the  executive  would  be  opening  a door  that  it 
would  be  found  difficult  to  close  hereafter,  and 
would  be  very  apt  to  engender  political  feelings 
on  the  part  of  these  officids.  The  Sheriff  per- 
formed duties  under  the  eye  of  the  Judges,  and 
therefore  he  conceived  that  the  appointment  of 
that  officer  was  justly  vested  in  the  Judges  con- 
jcmtly^with  the  Governm  nt.  and  if  they  changed 
the  system  by  legis  ation  tbey  would  not  be 
doing  their  du’y  to  the  country.  He  mutt  pro- 
test agaiost  the  proposal  to  change  the  prerent 
mode.  He  had  resided  twelve  years  in  a county 


in  which  in  that  time  persons  on  both  sides  of 
politics  had  held  the  office  of  Sheriff,  and  he  n&ver 
saw  any  dispesi  on  on  the  part  of  these  offic:a!s 
to  depart,  from  their  path  of  legitimate  duty. 

Mr  Blanchard  said  he  recollect  d how  sud- 
denly the  hoi),  neemb  r for  Halifax  (Mr  Fryor) 
interrupted  the  h.  n.  member  for  Ktng>  the  other 
day  when  the  latter  proposed  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  selec  i n o!  Sheriffs,  and  in  fact 
wh  a a change  was  first  mooted  ail  tbe  Govern- 
ment I o 'de  l it.  On  that;  occasion  tie  learned 
Attorney  General  bad  tak^n  pains  to  point  out 
the  disiinc;ion  between  Sheriffs  and  other  officers, 
and  strenoL’s’y  : rgued  agaimt  vesting  the  ap- 
pointment n h 3 Adminiff ration  He  found  on 

reference  to  he  Revised  Statute s that  beiw.en 
1851  and  1858  co  !e.islat;on  had  been  had  on 
this  subject,  and  ia  the  tatter  year  the  Statutes 
were  consolidated.  Bat  io  1859  t e present  At- 
torney General  introducfd  a bill  to  amend  tbe 
law  relating  to  ihe  appointment  of  Sheriffs  w hich 
passed  tbe  House  without  a division.  Th  t law 
increased  the  power  of  the  Judges  by  giving  ihem 
absolute  authority  in  case  of  a tie  between  them 
and  a like  number  of  the  Executive  iu  reference 
to  the  nomination.  If  there  were  any  doubt 
about  the  requirements  of  the  law  wi  h respect 
to  the  first  on  t ;e  list  that  difficulty  could  be  re- 
moved by  providing  that  the  Judges  and  Execu- 
tive appoint  one  Sheriff  instead  of  r.omi;  a ing 
three  as  was  the  practice  at  present.  If  the  law 
really  require!  the  appoin  ment  of  the  first  on  the 
list,  as  assumed  by  tbe  Attorney  General  and 
Provincial  Secretary,  then  it  was  little  more 
than  a matter  of  fo  ur  to  name  three.  The  bon. 
Solicitor  General  had  said  that  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  Sheriff  from  acting  indiscreetly  be  wouid 
impose  penalties  for  deviation  from  bis  line  of  du- 
ty. Now  tbe  fact  was  that  they  already  had  a 
Statute  full  of  p niltius,  and  at  present  an  action 
was  pending  against  a Sheriff  for  alleged  viola* 
t oi  of  the  law.  VY itb  respect  to  the  reference 
that  bad  been  made  to  Sheriffs  being  sent  to  Vic- 
toria at  the  election  time,  he  wou  d merely  say 
that  at  the  time  io  question  it  was  apprehitisive 
tha  a riot  would  occur,  end  two  Sheriff*,  one  a 
liberal  and  the  other  a conservative,  were  sent 
t ) keep  tee  p iece  and  assist  the  Shi  riff  of  the 
Goun  y to  manage  >h  j election  as  the  Lw  direct- 
ed. No  pers  o had  ever  ventured  to  affic m that 
these  two  fcmeriffs  had  improperly  interfered  iu 
the  affVrs  of  that  election,  but  on  the  contrary 
they  were  publicly  thanked  by  the  defeated  Caa- 
d.date  fer  the  services  ihey  had  rendered  in  main- 
taining order  and  keepi  ig  the  peace.  He  was 
astonished  whea  he  heat’d  ihe  Soli- i or  Gea.  r si 
read  from  a little  book,  the  title  of  which  he  oad 
not  announced,  ibat  in  England  the  Sheriff  was 
nominated  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  Now'  he 
held  in  his  hand  Stephens’  Commentaries 
on  the  laws  of  England,  a standard  work  of 
acknowledged  authority,  and  in  that  he  found 
a different  doctrine  laid  down.  He  found 
it  there  stated  that  the  law  of  England  directs 
that  tbe  Judges  shall  meet  on  a given  day,  and 
nominate  tnree  persons  for  the  office  of  Sheriff, 
from  which  one  is  to  be  chosen  by  the  Crown. 
Therefore  the  law  cf  this  Province,  as  it  origi- 
Dally  stood,  was  a copy  of  the  English  act  so 
far  ts  it  was  applicable  to  the  case  of  ibis  Pro- 
vince- He  had  sought  in  the  library  for  a copy 
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of  the  Revised  Sfataes  of  Canada  t)  learn  the 
law  cf  th it  Province  on  the  subject,  and  upon 
enquiiioghe  asc  r^in  d that  tbe  volume  bad 
tern  obtained  by  the  Solicitor  Geneta1,  and  as 
that  h®n  gentleman  had  made  no  reference  to  the 
law  of  Canada,  he  assum'd  th  t in  respect  to 
Sheriff-  it  was  the  fame  ihere  as  he  e.  It  had 
bten  alleged  that  in  most  a 1 espc  cts  ite  offie  s of 
Sheriff  aDd  Prothono’a  y were  very  similar, 
and  therefore  as  the  appointment  of  the  lat- 
ter was  in  the  Government,  the  fjrmer  mipbt 
a’so  be  with  safety  vested  iu  tbe  Executive. 
Now  the  fact  was  that  tbe  funct’ons  ot  the  two 
officers  were  widely  distinct.  A year  or  two  ago 
Prothono<aries  were  mere  instruments  for  s’gn- 
iog  papers,  and  the  duties  of  the  office  could  be 
discharged  by  any  ordinary  clerk,  but  in  tbe  case 
of  a 'Sheriff  Jit  was  entirely  different.  He  oc- 
cupied a higher  position,  aDd  was  by  far  a mere 
r<  sponsible  ( fficer.  His  duties  par  ook  of  an  ex- 
ecutive aod  somewhat  judicial  chaiaeter,  and  if 
he  failed  to  execute  processes  plc  cjd  in  his  hands 
by  tbe  Court  he  was  liable  to  severe  penalties. 
He  was  an  effief  r immediately  concerned  in  the 
C<urts,  ard  tharefore  the  Judges  were  in  a 
posi  ion  to  judge  of  the  fi  n^ss  of  tbe  officer. 
Tbe  At  y.  General  bad  said  practically  the 
office  of  Sheriff  was  a permanent  one.  He  was 
aware  of  some  instances  where  a Sheriff  tu  d been 
for  many  years  retained  in  office,  and  mentioned 
the  County  of  Lpreoburgh  in  illustration,  where 
father  ana  son  .bad  loDg  eDjoyed  the  situation. 
But  if  the  proposed  change  was  made  a different 
state  of  things  would  toon  be  inaugurated.  No 
Government  would  be  many  days  in  power  until 
they  were  prised  to  make  changes  He  would 
be  extremely  sorry  to  see  any  departure  from  the 
existing  mode. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  As  the  Government  had  the  ap- 
pointment of  tbe  Judg<  s he  thought  they  should 
also  have  tbe  selection  of  tbe  Sheriffs.  (The  hon. 
gentleman’s  remarks  were  hardly  beard.) 

The  amendment  was  put  and  passed  by  a large 
majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose. 

Mr.  Rcbichkau  introduced  a bill  to  add  an 
eh  ctoral  district  in  the  county  of  Digby. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  19. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  10  o’clock. 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  a bill  to  amend  the  act 
to  incorporate  the  Nova  Scotia  Marine  Insurance 
Company. 

Also  a bill  relative  to  the  new  county  jail  at 
Halifax.  The  object  is  to  enable  the  sessions 
to  appoint  a Governor  for  the  jail  and  give  them 
authority  to  make  regulations  for  its  guidance. 

He  also  introduced  a bill  in  amendment  of  the 
act  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a Court  House 
in  Halifax. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  and 
took  up  the  Revised  Statutes. 

The  chap,  relative  to  Coroners  was  taken  up, 
and  some  conversation  took  place  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  paying  medical  men  for  giving  testi- 
mony at  Coroner’s  Inquests.  Prov.  Secretary, 
the  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  McFarlane,  and  other 


gentlemen  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  offering 
inducements  to  medical  men  especially  in  the 
country,  to  make  post  mortem  examinations.  By 
this  means,  a very  necessary  protection  would 
be  thrown  around  the  lives  of  the  people.  On 
the  other  hand,  Mr  Archibald,  V-r.  McLel- 
lan,  Mr.  S.  Campbell,  Mr.  Miller,  a^d  Mr. 
Locke  doubted  the  advisability  of  the  principle. 
It  would  open  the  door,  it  was  asserted,  to  other 
professions,  engineers  for  instance,  to  come  in 
and  ask  for  additional  remuneration,  according 
to  the  value  they  might  put  upon  their  time. 

Hon.  Prot  Sec.  proposed  the  following  re- 
solution, as  an  addition  to  the  fifth  clause  of  the 
Bill.  In  cases  where  a medical  practitioner 
shall  be  called  upon  by  a majority  of  the  Coro- 
ner’s Jury  to  give  a professional  opinion,  he  shall 
be  entit  ed  to  a fee  of  $5  for  such  evidence. 
It  was  proposed,  he  added,  to  leave  the  matter 
of  travelling  expenses,  as  at  present,  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Sessions. 

The  Provincial  Secretary  subsequently  with- 
drew his  amendment  in  favor  of  one  moved  by 
the  Sol.  General  to  the  folio  * ing  purport : 

Medical  men,  when  called  upon  bv  the  Coro- 
ner, at  the  direction  of  a jury  sworn  to  hold  an 
inquest,  shall  be  forced  to  attend,  and  when  re- 
quired shall  make  any  necessary  post-mortem 
examination,  and  give  evidence  to  such  a Coro- 
ner’s jury  ; and  on  account  being  duly  attested 
and  certified  by  the  Coroner,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  the  medical  man  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  county  the  sum 
of  $5,  and  travelling  expenses  at  the  rate  of  8d. 
a mile,  going  and  returning. 

On  a division,  the  amendment  was  lost. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  at  half-past  two  o’clock. 

Mr.  Killam  presented  a petition  from  a num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  Yarmouth,  on  a matter 
connected  with  education.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Education. 

At  three  o’clock,  the  Committee  to  enquire 
into  the  petition  of  J J.  Marshall  against  the  re- 
turn f Mr.  S.  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for 
Guysboro,  was  drawn.  Forty  eight  members 
were  present.  Mr.  Marshall  appeared  at  the 
bar  of  the  House. 

The  following  names  were  drawn : Mr.  Cald- 
well, Hon.  Mr.  McKinnon,  McLellan,  James 
McDonald,  Hon.  Mr.  Shannon,  Killam,  More, 
Slocumb,  Solicitor  General,  Donkin,  Black- 
wood, C.  J.  Campbell,  Jas.  Fraser,  Blanchard, 
Ross. 

Subsequently  the  Committee  was  struck,  as 
follows  : Hon.  Mr.  McKinnon,  Hon.  Mr.  Shan- 
non, Messrs.  Killam,  Slocumb,  More,  Caldwell, 
and  Donkin. 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  a bill  to  amend  the 
chap,  relative  to  lunatic  paupers  in  the  county 
of  Halifax,  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  a 
petition  he  presented  a few  days  ago  on  behalf 
of  the  Session3. 

Mr.  Tobin  introduced  a bill  to  incorporate 
the  “ Peoples’  Bank  of  Halifax.” 

Mr.  Blanchard  asked  the  Government  to 
lay  on  the  table  a list  of  the  names  laid  before 
the  Judges,  last  Michaelmas  Term,  for  the  ap- 
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pointments  of  Sheriffs,  and  all  the  documents 
connected  therewith. 

A message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  that  that  House  had  passed  several 
chaps,  in  the  R.  S bill,  some  with,  and  others 
without  amendments. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee  and 
took  up  the  Bill  tor  the  R.  8. 

On  reading  of  the  chapter  relating  to  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  in  the  different  counties,  Mr.  Don- 
kin stated  that  he  did  not  see  why  in  Halifax 
the  Sessions  had  the  right  to  send  criminals  to 
the  Penitentiary  instead  of  t e County  Jail 
where  there  would  be  a county  charge  as  in 
otner  counties. 

Mr.  Blanchard  explained  that  the  reason 
wa3  that  there  was  a petit  Jury  in  Halifax  be- 
fore the  Sessions  which  was  not  the  case  in  the 
country. 

Mr  Miller  thought  that  instead  of  altering 
the  law,  the  same  power  should  be  ex  ended  to 
other  counties. 

After  some  discussion  Mr  Donkin  moved  that 
the  clause  be  amended  by  striking  out  peniten- 
tiary a d inserting  County  Jail;  the  motion  was 
carried. 

A number  of  chapters  were  passed  without 
any  discu-sion  or  amendment,  and  the  Commit- 
tee adjourned  and  reported  progress. 

Hon.  Pkov.  Secy.  stated  that  he  would  be 
prepared  to  lay  on  the  table  to-morrow  the 
papers  asked  for  relating  to  the  dismissals  from 
office. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  the  question  in  the  country 
was  more  as  to  those  me  present  government 
had  not  dismissed  than  those  they  had  dismissed; 
while  on  this  subject  he  could  not  help  express- 
ing the  hope  that  some  policy  should  be  settled 
on  this  subject  of  dismissal  from  office. 

The  House  adjourned  until  11  o’clock  to- 
morrow. 

Saturday, Feb.  20 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  : 

By  Mr.  McKay,  from  dames  Mc  Donald,  in 
reference  to  water  lot  connected  with  the  Marine 
Railway  at  Pic'ou. 

By  Hon  Fincl  Secy.,  from  the  Grand  Jury 
and  Sessions  of  Richmond,  praying  an  alteration 
in  the  J ury  Law. 

The  amendments  of  the  Legislative  Council 
to  Chapter  one,  Revised  Statutes,  relating  to  the 
definition  of  the  term  “ highways,”  was  read, 
and  on  motion  of  the  hon.  Sol.  General,  was  not 
agreed  to.  Several  other  amendments  were 
agreed  to. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  oh  Bills, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  passed  chapter  59  of  Indian  affairs. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  the  reading  of 
an  amendment  to  the  Sheriffs’  Bill,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  putting  “ it  in  the  power  of  a majo- 
rity, or  of  two-thirds  of  the  Justices”  at  the  Ses- 
sions to  petition  the  Government  for  the  remov- 
al of  a Sheriff.  It  was  finally  settled  that  the 
power  should  be  vested  in  two  thirds  of  the 
Sessions,  provided  that  one  half  of  the  Justices 
oi  the  County  be  present.  After  several  amend- 
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ments,  agreed  to  without  opposition,  the  Bill 
finally  passed  'hrough  Committee. 

After  passing  several,  clauses  of  a Bill  relating 
to  the  laying  out  of  certain  great  roads,  the 
Committee  adjourned. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  try  the  petition  against  the  sitting 
member  for  South  Colchester,  requested  leave 
to  adjourn  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  McKay,  by  special  leave,  presented  a 
petition  from  Hugh  Carman,  relating  to  Crown 
Lands. 

Mr.  Ivaulback,  from  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Ross,  Township  of  Chester,  praying  for  the  re- 
peal of  Cap  52,  Revised  Statutes. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  inhabitants  of  Liver- 
pool, and  another  from  inhabiants  of  Milton,  on 
the  subject  of  Dalhousie  College. 

The  House  adjourned  until  3 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Finl  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  the 
railway  accounts  for  the  year  1863,  from  the 
Receiver  Gene  al’s  office. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

A desultory  discussion  arose  upon  the  clause 
defining!  the  duties  of  commissioners  of  high- 
way, with  reference  to  the  mode  ot  expending 
public  grants  of  money  for  making  and  repairing 
the  same.  Air  Coffin,  Mr,  Archibald,  and  Mr. 
Allison  thou  stilt  the  commissioners  ought  to 
have  discretionary  authority  in  respect  to  mak- 
ing public  or  private  contracts  for  the  repairs  of 
highways  and  byeroads,  as  circumstances  might 
seem  to  favor  as  being  the  most  economical 
method.  Mr  Bianchard  thought  the  difficulty 
of  selling  roadwork  by  contract  was  more  ima- 
ginary than  real.  It  was,  however,  of  the  great- 
est importance  that  the  money  gran  ed  should 
be  placed  in  capable  hands  for  expenditure. 
By  the  system  of  day  labor  a great  deal  of  money 
was  wasted,  and  it  was  time  that  mode  was 
abolished. 

Mr.  Donkin  was  in  favor  of  the  contract 
mode  wherever  practicable,  but  he  thought  that 
with  reference  to  bye  roads  there  ought  to  be 
discretionary  power  in  respect  to  making  repairs. 

Mr.  Miller  was  of  opinion  that  much  of  the 
money  granted  for  the  improvement  of  roads 
was  in  a manner  frittered  away  by  the  commis- 
sioners, and  a considerable  portion  of  the  grant 
went  to  pay  expenses  and  commissions.  He 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  appoint  a Committee 
to  take  into  consideration  the  whole  subject  with 
the  view  of  improving  the  present  system  of 
expending  road  money. 

Mr.  Parker  expressed  himself  in  favor  of 
small  grants  being  laid  out  by  private  contract. 
The  clause  passed  without  amendment. 

There  was  some  conversation  upon  the  clause 
fixing  the  amount  per  day  to  be  allowed  for  a 
team  n working  out  stipulated  statute  labor  on 
roads. 

Mr  Locke  and  Mr.  Allison  were  of  opinion 
that  the  allowance  for  teams  ought  in  justice  be 
increased,  as  the  amount  at  present  bore  no  pro- 
portion to  the  sum  allowed  for  manual  labor. 

Mr.  K^ulback  thought  it  would  be  advisa- 
ble to  have  a sliding  scale  adapted  to  the  various 
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circumstances  of  different  districts  and  localities 
throughout  the  country. 

Mr  Longley'  was  in  favor  of  fixing  a defi- 
nite sum  for  the  use  per  day  of  a plough.  He 
thought  60  or  70  cents  would  be  a proper  allow- 
ance. 

Mr.  Allison  said  50  cents  would  be  enough, 
as  a man  ought  to  be  worth  more  per  day  than 
a plough. 

Mr.  Bill  would  say  that  the  rate  for  a plough 
ought  to  be  fixed  at  70  cents  per  day  at  least. 

Mr.  Archibald  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
leave  the  rate  a matter  of  discretion  with  the 
Road  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Longley  would  agree  to  fix  the  rate  at 
40  cents  per  diem  for  a plough. 

Mr.  Donkin  said  they  had  better  not  fix  any 
sum. 

Mr.  McEarlane  then  m wed  that  the  rate  per 
day  for  a plough  used  in  performing  statute  labor 
be  fixed  at  40  cents,  which  motion  passed. 

Upon  another  clause  of  the  chapter  being  read, 
Mr  Blanchard  said  that  it  would  be  judicious 
to  fix  a time  in  which  road  money  should  be  ex- 
jiended  in  each  year.  He  would  say  not  later 
than  the  21st  of  August,  unless  circumstances 
rendered  operations  necessary  later  than  that 
period,  and  he  moved  that  a clause  to  this  effect 
be  incorporated  in  the  Act. 

Mr.  Bongley  said  it  was  desirable  the  work 
should  be  done  in  the  month  of  June,  but  in  or- 
der to  give  the  farmers  as  much  latitude  as  pos- 
sible, he  would  be  willing  to  extend  the  time 
for  completing  the  work  to  the  1st  September. 

Mr.  Blanchard’s  amendment  wasfagreed  to 
The  chapter  then  passed.  Committee  then  ad- 
journed and  the  House  resumed. 

The  Proat.  Secretary"  laid  upon  the  table  a 
list  of  the  officers  dismissed  and  appointed  from 
1859  to  1863,  together  with  a list  of  the  same 
since  the  formation  of  the  present  government 
Also  the  petition  of  J.  B.  Coffin,  and  others, 
acting  Committee  of  the'  Teachers  Association 
in  favor  of  the  principle  of  compulsory  taxatio  * 
for  the  support  of  Schools.  Also  the  petition  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Clark  and  Rev.  Mr.  Townsend,  o? 
Cumberland  County,  on  the  subject  of  river 
fisheries,  asking  that  the  same  be  protected. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  Feb.  22,  1863. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

The  P.  ov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  an 
order  of  the  Imperial  Council  am  nding  the  pas- 
senger act.  It  revokes  the  act  of  1856,  and  re- 
enacts the  same  with  sundry  amendments  and 
additions. 

Mr.  Blackwood  presented  a petition  from 
a number  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Annan,  in 
the  County  of  Colchester,  praying  that  no  grant 
of  money  be  made  to  open  a new  road  between 
Tatamagouche  and  Cox’s  School  House,  as 
asked  for  in  a petition  already  presented  to  the 
Assembly.  The  petitioners  allege  that  there  are 
already  two  roads  in  the  vicinity,  and  were  one 
half  ihe  money  expanded  in  repairs  on  these 
lines  that  would  be  requisite  to  make  the  new 
road  in  question,  the  public  would  be  much  more 
benefitted  than  by  opening  a new  route. 


REPORT  OP  BOARD  OP  WORKS.  ‘ 

The  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  the 
report  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  ot  Works 
for  the  year  1863,  and  upon  doing  so  stated  that 
during  a previous  session  of  the  Legislature  he 
had  expresspd  the  opinion  that  a large  saving 
might  be  effected  in  the  annual  expenses  of  this 
department,  and  he  was  glad  to  observe  that  the 
document  he  had  just  introduced  afforded  evi- 
1 race  that  a considerable  sum  could  be  saved. 
e uring  the  past  year  a large  saving  had  been 
fleeted  in  the  expenditure  of  the  Board  com- 
pared with  previous  years.  It  would  be  seen  by 
the  report  that  a saving  had  been  effected  with 
respect  to  the  expenses  of  Government  House. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr  Longley  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Atlantic  Gold  Company  and  of  the  New 
York  and  Nova  Scotia  Gold  Mining  Com- 
pany, both  operating  at  Tangier  in  the  County 
of  Halifax,  praying  that  no  alteration  be  made  in 
the  present  license  law  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
gold  districts.  The  petitioners  state  that  they 
have  suffered  in  their  business  to  some  extent 
owing  to  the  illicit  sale  of  ardent  spirits  in  some 
houses  in  the  district,  to  which  their  miners 
obtained  access  and  became  intoxicated.  They 
state  that  the  existing  law  is  sufficiently  stringent 
to  prevent  illicit  trade  in  liquor  if  the  same  was 
inforced. 

railway  saloons. 

Mr.  Longley  asked  what  had  been  the  action 
of  the  Government  and  the  Chief  Commissioner 
ot  Railways  with  reference  to  preventing  the  il- 
legal sale  of  spirits  along  the  line.  The  law  gave 
the  Railway  Commissioners  power  to  enter  sus- 
pected places  within  certain  defined  districts,  to 
ascertain  if  liquors  were  really  disposed  of,  and 
if  they  were  sold  there,  such  Commissioners  had 
authority  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  practice. 
He  believed  that  there  were  saloons  along  the 
line  in  which  liquors  were  retailed,  and  he 
would  like  to  have  furnished  a list  of  the  num- 
ber of  such  places  on  the  road,  and  would  also 
ask  the  Chief  Commissioner  to  state  his  inten- 
tions respecting  the  mode  of  dealing  with  per- 
sons who  retailed  intoxicating  drinks  along  the 
route. 

Chief  Commissioner  of  Railways  re- 
plied that  he  could  furnish  a list  of  the  saloons 
on  the  line,  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  how- 
many  of  them  sold  liquors.  He  had  notified  the 
keepers  of  saloons  on  land  belonging  to  the  Rail- 
way Department,  forbid  ing  them  to  sell  liquor, 
and  had  instructed  the  officers  of  the  road  to  re- 
port .any  one  who  transgressed  the  rules  or  vio- 
lated the  law.  He  had  taken  steps  to  prevent 
the  sale,  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  in  some  ca- 
ses the  law  was  yet  violated,  and  in  fact  it  would 
be  while  saloons  were  permitted  on  the  line,  but 
so  soon  as  he  couid  obtain  sufficient  evidence  of 
a violation  of  the  regulation  in  any  case,  he 
would  strictly  enforce  the  law  relating  thereto. 

Mr  Parker  said'salcons  for  supplying  refresh- 
ments of  a proper  nature  were  necessary  on  the 
road,  but  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner to  visit  these  places  and  see  that  liquor 
was  not  dispensed  therein.  He  believed  it  was 
a fact  that  rum  was  sold  in  every  saloon  on  the 
Railway  between  Truro  and  Ha  ifax.  If  the 
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Chief  Commissioner  visited  some  of  those  places 
on  certain  occasions,  he  would  find  the  employes 
of  the  road  drinking  there. 

Chief  Commissioner. — “ Is  the  state  of  af- 
fairs in  this  respect  a y worse  than  it  was  before 
I assumed  the  duties  of  my  present  office  V’ 

Mr.  Parker  was  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
it  was  or  not,  but  that  mattered  little,  because 
two  wrongs  did  not  make  a right.  He  believed 
that  the  Saloon  keeper  at  Elmsdale  was  once 
fined  for  violating  the  law,  and  yit  at  the 
present  time  that  establishment  was  in  full  blast. 

Chief  Commissioner  said  that  when  be 
took  office  he  found  a number  of  Saloons, 
the  occupiers  of  which  were  tenants  of  the 
department,  but  there  had  been  no  addition 
to  their  number  since.  In  his  opinion  Saloons 
of  no  description  were  required  along  the  Rail- 
way— be  could  not  conceive  that  they  were  at 
all  requisite.  While  Saloons  of  any  nature  were 
tolerated  along  the  road  it  would  be  impossible 
to  prevent  illicit  traffic  in  liquor,  and  the  only 
way  to  stop  it  was  to  shut  up  such  places  entire- 
ly. And  even  were  these  saloons  closed  it 
might  not  remove  the  evil  complained  of,  be- 
cause it  was  very  probable  that  in  such  cases 
the  former  occupants  of  the  Saloons,  or  others 
would  erect:  shanties  on  land  contiguous  to  the 
line,  and  over  which  the  Railway  department 
had  no  legal  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Archibald  had  frequently  observed  un- 
seemly brawls  at  the  railway  stations,  which 
were  occasioned  by  the  use  of  rum.  He  felt 
that  the  Act  passed  last  Session  ought  to  be  en- 
forced. In  most  other  countries  there  were  re- 
freshment saloons  along  the  lines  of  railway, 
but  it  was  desirable  that  such  should  be  of  a 
proper  description.  By  the  law  of  last  session 
the  Chief  Commissioner  had  despotic  powers  in 
dealing  with  persons  keeping  saloons  along  the 
line,  and  he  ought  to  see  that  none  of  them 
were  otan  exceptional  character.  Amongs  the 
saloons  along  the  lines  heretofore  there  was  one 
kept  by  v r.  McMullan  where  liquors  were  never 
vended,  but  the  keeper  was  recently  driven 
awa^j  from  there  by  the  railway  authorities,  and 
thus 'the  only  really  good  saloon  on  the  route 
was  broken  up.  .He  was  sorry  to  see  employes 
oq  the  road  visit  these  saloons,  and  such  a prac- 
tice ought  to  be  prohibited  by  the  Chief  Com- 
mission r,  and  none  of  those  engaged  on  the 
trains  allowed  to  frequent  them. 

Chief  Cosimissioner  said  he  had  estab- 
lished a rule  to  the  effect  that  any  employe  who 
takes  liquor  in  the  hours  he  is  on  duty  shall  be 
at  once  dismissed  from  the  service,  and  had  on 
more  than  one  occasion  carried  that  rule  into 
effect. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  he  was  glad  to  hear 
that  such  a rule  existed  and  would  be  strictly 
enforced. 

Mr,  Blackwood  remarked  that  he  frequently 
travelled  over  the  line  of  railway,  and  from  ob- 
servations made  he  did  not  think  that  saloons 
were  increasing,  hut  he  was  of  opinion  that 
some  ol  them  were  of  an  injurious  character.  It 
was  in  his  opinion  necessary  to  have  good 
saloons  on  the  line  in  which  proper  refresh- 
ments could  be  procured,  but  such  should  be 
kept  free  from  spirituous  liquors,  and  the  law 
relating  to  this  subject  ought  to  be  rigorously 


enforced.  He  instanced  a case  where  a fellow- 
traveller  quitted  the  train  at  a station  in  c rder 
to  obtain  a drink,  and  upon  returning  just  as  the 
cars  started,  met  with  a mishap,  and  would  in 
all  probability  have  been  killed  were  it  not  for 
his  (Mr.  Blackwood’s^  individual  exertions  to 
save  him. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  and  the  Railway  Authorities  to  stop 
the  sale  of  liquor  along  the  line,  if  it  were  possi- 
ble so  to  do.  The  trouble  was  that  the  proper- 
ty along  the  line  belonging  to  the  Government 
was  narrow,  and  if  saloons  of  all  descriptions 
were  prohibited  within  these  limits,  they  had  no 
guarantee  that  persons  would  not  open  shanties 
outside,  but  near  the  railway,  on  ground  over 
which  the  Department  had  no  control. 

Chief  Commissioner  observed  that  there 
were  several  difficulties  in  the  wav  of  enforcing 
the  law.  It  was  not  easy  to  prove  the  fact  in 
ail  cases  that  liquor  was  really  disposed  of. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  the  wisest  and  most  dis- 
creet mode  to  prohibit  the  keeping  of  saloons  at 
the  intermediate  stations.  He  should  endeavor 
to  carry  out  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law  in 
respect  to  the  sale  of  liquor  along  the  lines,  and 
perhaps  ultimately  he  might  succeed  in  closing 
all  the  saloons  along  the  railway. 

Mr.  Parker  thought  there  ought  to  be  a few 
good  saloons  along  the  route,  where  a traveller 
could  obtain  tea  or  coffee,  or  substantial  food, 
but  he  did  not  approve  of  allowing  them  to  sell 
Jiquor.  He  thought  that  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  law  was  very  stringent,  and  the  Chief 
Commissioner  was  possessed  of  almost  despotic 
powers,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  detect  and 
punish  transgressors.  There  was  a good  and 
proper  saloon  kept  at  Shubenacadie.  It  was 
opened  when  the  train  arrived,  and  promptly 
closed  as  soon  as  the  cars  departed,  and  if  all 
all  the  others  were  like  this  there  would  not  be 
so  much  cause  to  complain  as  there  existed  at 
present  in  respect  to  other  places. 

Mr.  McKay  was  in  favor  of  sweeping  off  all 
the  saloons  that  were  along  the  line  between 
Halifax  and  Truro. 

Mr.  Longley  said  all  that  was  requisite  was 
to  vigorously  apply  the  provisions  ot  the  law. 
The  Chief  Commissioner  should  not  depend  on 
subordinates  to  carry  the  regulations  into  effect, 
but  ought  to  apply  himself  personally  to  tho 
task.  All  the  improper  saloons  ought  to  be 
promptly  shut  up,  and  the  territorial  limits  of 
the  Commissioner’sjurisdiction  extended. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
Chief  Commissioner  declared  his  intention  to 
discharge  every  employe  who  drank  liquor  at 
stati  ns  while  on  duty.  The  subject  then  drop-* 
ped. 

RETURNS,  ETC. 

Mr.  Archibald  asked  for  a return  showing 
the  quantities  of  coal  raised  in  the  Province,  the 
number  of  mines  opened,  and  the  number  of  per- 
sons employed  annually  in  the  work  of  coal 
mining,  since  the  formation  of  the  General  Mi- 
ning Association  down  to  the  end  of  1863,  and 
designating  the  ports  to  whieh  coals  haye  been 
shipped.  They  had  such  a return  on  the  Jour- 
nals down  to  1859,  but  in  calling  for  the  above 
return  his  object  was  to  obtain  the  statement  in 
a collective  form,  so  that  when  placed  upon  the 
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Journals  it  •would  exhibit  a complete  history  of 
the  grow£i  and  progress  of  the  trade. 

The  House  then  vrent  into  Committee  on  the 
Revised  Statutes  and  passed  chapters  74  “ of 
bridges  and  public  highways,”  75  “ of  Ferries  , 
78  “ of  Sewers,”  77  “ of  Commons,”  78  of 
Common  Fields,”  79  “ of  Shopping  and  Sea- 
men,” and  83  “ of  Partnerships,”  without  dis- 
cussion or  amendment. 

The  House  adjourned  until  8 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

House  resumed  at  3 o’clock. 

Mr.  Bill  presented  a petition  from  inhabit- 
ants of  Canning,  Cornwallis,  relating  toDalhou- 
sie  College. 

Mr.  Loncley  asked  for  a return  of  all  proper- 
ty held  by  the  Governors  ot  Dalhousie  College, 
■with  a statement  of  the  annual  income.  Also,  a 
statement  of  the  terms  of  matriculation,  with  the 
names  and  ages  of  the  students  who  have  alrea- 
dy matriculated,  and  the  denomination  to  which 
they  belonged.  He  would  also  IP  e to  be  infor- 
med what  guarantee  the  Governors  had  as  to 
the  payment  of  the  Professors’  salaries. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  Bills,  and 
the  Sheriffs’ Bill  was  read  a second  time. 

The  Committee  adjourned, and  the  Housere- 
sumed,  for  the  purpose  of  Journalizing  upon  this 
Bill. 

A call  of  the  House  was  had. 

The  Legislative  Council  by  message  informed 
the  House  that  they  had  agreed  to  Chapters  22- 
24,  36  and  37  Rev.  Statutes  without  amendment, 
also  to  Chapters  2 3,  6,  7,  and  20  as  amended. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  Sheriffs’  Bill,  Mr. 
Archibald  moved  that  the  bill  be  re-committed, 
for  the  purpose  of  substituting  the  original 
elause. 

On  division,  there  appeared — for  the  motion, 
13  ; against  it,  24. 

For  the  motion — Dr.  B own,  Parker,  Miller, 
Blackwood,  Locke,  Blan  hard,  Archibald,  Ro- 
bertson, Coffin,  Heffernan,  Annand,  Balcom, 
Ross. 

Aqainst — John  Campbell.  McKay,  Hatfield, 
Allison,  D Fraser,  Pryor,  King,  Bill,  McDon- 
nell, Longley,  Hill,  Bourinot,  Jost,  Prov.  Sec’v, 
McFariane,  Finl.  See’y,  Atty.  General,  Robi- 
cheau,  Chas  Campbell,  Jas.  McDonald,  Cowie, 
Colin  Campbell,  P.  Smith,  Solicitor  General. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a third  time  and  sent 
to  the  Council  for  concurrence 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec’y  stated  that  he  had  just  re- 
ceived intelligence  from  the  Lunatic  Asylum  of 
an  accident  which  had  happened  to  one  of 
the  patients,  who  while  engaged  in  work  near 
the  steam  engine,  had  his  arm  entangled  and 
severed  from  his  body. 

PILOTAGE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  Bills  and 
took  up  the  chapter  on  Pilotage. 

Mr.  Blanchard  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  in  Halifax  and  Sydney  Pilots  had  to  pay 
four  do  lars  for  their  certificates,  being  double 
what  as  paid  in  other  ports.  He  did  not  know 
what  the  reason  was. 

Mr.  Pryor  and  Mr.  Bourinot  could  not  see 
any  reason  for  the  difference,  and  on  motion  of 
the  former,  the  rate  was  made  the  same  all  over 
the  Province,  yiz  : two  dollars. 


On  the  reading  of  the  clause — imposing  half 
pilotage  in  case  of  pilots  speaking  a vessel  where 
their  services  are  not  required,  discussion  en- 
sued. 

Mr.  Chas.  Campbell  considered  it  unreason- 
able that  vessels  should  have  to  pay  half  pi- 
lotage where  their  services  were  notnquired. 

Mr.  Tobin  spoke  in  favoi  of  the  law  as  it  is. 
It  was  all  very  well  to  refuse  a pilot  in  fine  wea- 
ther, but  some  encouragement  should  be  given 
to  these  men  who  went  out  in  all  weathers  to 
tender  their  services.  The  subject  had  often 
been  considered  ir  the  House  and  the  p licy  of 
allowing  speaking  money  had  been  adopted  af- 
ter serious  consideration 

Mr.  J.  McDonald  expressed  Irs  strong  opin- 
ion in  favor  of  extending  every  fair  encourage- 
me  t to  this  most  useful  class  of  men,  and  he 
thought  instead  of  reducing  their  remuneration  it 
should  be  the  policy  of  the  House  to  increase  it. 

Mr.  Ch*s.  Campbell  thought  it  a very  se- 
vere tax  on  trade. 

Hon.  Fincl  Sec’y  ^aid  the  member  for  Pictou 
had  only  given  one  side  of  the  picture.  He 
would  ask  the  House  to  look  at  the  other.  A 
large  number  ot  vessels  in  this  Province  were 
commanded  by  good  shipmasters  who  are  good 
pilots  themselves,  and  yet  they  are  compelled 
eight  or  nine  times  a year  to  pay  these  pilots 
whose  services  they  do  not  require,  a large  sum 
of  money  just  for  shewing  them  iheir  flags. 

He  thought  it  was  a crying  evil  which  ought 
to  be  remedied.  He  was  glad  to  understand 
his  colleague  was  about  moving  in  the  matter. 

Hon.  Mr.  MacFarlane  said  no  doubt  the 
remarks  of  the'  Financial  Secretary  were  cor- 
rect as  regards  the  ability  of  the  shipma  ters  of 
Arichat  to  act  as  their  own  pilots,  but  we  must 
look  at  the  Foreign  Shipmasters,  and  remember 
that  they  were  not  in  a similar  position.  If  suf- 
ficient encouragement  was  not  afforded  to 
these  pilots,  the  j better  class  would  be  driven  out 
of  the  trade  altogether. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  as  this  was  a question 
of  considerable  importance  to  his  constituents, 
it  was  his  intention  to  move  an  amendment  to 
the  present  law,  which  would  exempt  coasting 
vessels  from  entering  the  port  of  Pictou  from 
paying  pilotage.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
pilots  of  this  country,  wi  ere  necessary,  were  a 
most  useful  and  deserving  class  of  men  and  de- 
served every  encouragement.  However,  where 
not  necessary,  but  forced  upon  people  who  did 
not  require  them,  they  were  only  an  unjust  and 
irritating  imposition  upon  industry.  The  prin- 
ciple was  unsound  to  make  any  class  pay  to  sus- 
tain another  because  they  could  not  live  without 
this  protection.  The  tax  referred  to  operated 
most  injuriously  upon  another  industrious 
class  whose  interests  deserved  consideration  at 
the  hands  ot  the  House.  He  referred  to  the 
coas'ers  engaged  in  the  coal  trade,  and  he  would 
state  that  out  of  the  pert  of  Arichat  there  were 
no  less  than  200  coal  vessels  trading  constantly 
with  Pictou — some  of  the  masters  of  which  had 
been  in  that  trade  for  30  or  40  years,  and  yet 
these  men  who  knew  every  pebble  on  the  beach, 
had  every  time  they  entered  the  harbor  to  pay 
half  pilotage  for  the  services  they  did  not  re- 
quire. The  hon  gentleman  instanced  what  had 
come  under  his  own  knowledge  during  the  last 
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summer.  He  entered  the  port  of  Pictou  in  a 
brig  accompanied  by  six  or  seven  others,  a small 
skill  pushed  off,  and  asked  if  they  wanted  a 
piiot — being  answered  in  the  negative  they 
passed  to  each  vessel  in  succession  receiving  the 
same  answer — and  the  next  morning  the  pilot 
came  refund  and  received  his  half  pilotage  for 
doing  nothing  at  all.  This  was  a most  serious 
tax,  and  operated  most  harshly  upon  an  enter- 
prising and  industrious  class  who  contributed 
largely  to  the  trade  o'  Pictou,  and  the  general 
I ro  perity  of  the  Province.  Not  only  were  the 
services  of  these  pilots  not  required,  but  he  was 
informed  that  they  did  not  possess  the  class  of 
boats  fit  to  go  any  distance  to  sea. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  denied  this. 

Mr.  Miller  had  then  been  misinformed,  but 
he  did  not  believe  he  was  At  all  events  they  ne- 
ver did  venture  out  beyond  the  mouth  of  the 
harbor  He  thought  it  was  quite  true  that  the 
number  of  these  ra  n who  lived  upon  the  toil  of 
others  should  be  restricted.  The  hon  gentle- 
man then  moved  the  following  amendment — 

The  master  or  mate  of  any  vessel  owned  in 
tnis  Province,  may  at  any  time  go  before  the 
Commissioners  of  Pilots  at  any  ports  in  this 
Province,  except  Halifax,  for  examination  as  in 
the  case  of  any  applicant  for  the  situation  of  Pi- 
lot, and  such  commissioners  shall  examine  any 
such  person- whenever  so  offering,  and  if  found 
competent  to  pilot  his  vessel  into  any  such 
Port,  shall  on  payment  of  the  usual  fees,  grant 
him  a certificate  for  that  purpose,  which  certifi- 
cate shall  entitle  the  holder  to  take  any  such 
vessel  under  his  command  into  and  out  of  the 
Port  therein  named  free  from  all  charge  for  Pi- 
lotage imposed  by  this  Chapter. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  in  reality  this  was  no 
tax  upon  the  Shipmaster  at  all  Before  he  goes 
upon  a voyage  he  counts  the  cost — he  calcu- 
lates the  port  charges  amongst  others,  the  pilot- 
age, and  he  regulates  the  freight  accordingly — 
so  that  the  charterer,  and  not  the  shipmaster  or 
owner,  pays  the  tax.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen 
engaged  in  trade  would  pause  before  they  de- 
prived the  hardy  pilots  of  our  coast  of  the  remu- 
neration their  services  deserved. 

Mr.  Coffin  said  that  the  present  system  of 
pilotage  in  the  harbor  of  Halifax  was  a scandal 

the  place.  There  were  about  80  licensed  pi- 
lots ; many  of  them,  no  doubt,  efficient  men, — 
none  of  them  had  boats  fit  for  the  purpose.  la 
summer  they  answered  very  well,  but  in  stormy 
winter  weather, — when  they  are  most  wanted — 
the  open  boats  they  used  were  not  fit  to  go  to 
9ea.  He  would  approve  of  all  due  encourage- 
ment to  a proper  style  of  pilot  boats,  such  as 
they  have  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bourinot  approved  of  the  amendment 
proposed,  as  he  was  convinced  that  the  captains 
of  these  coasting  vessels  were  just  as  competent 
to  pilot  their  own  vessels  as  the  licensed  pilots. 

Mr.  Blackwood  would  be  the  last  o e to 
deprive  the  pilot  of  his  just  remuneration,  and 
he  would  propose,  by  way  of  compromise,  that 
in  case  the  pilot  actually  proceeded  to  sea,  and 
offered  his  services,  he  should  receive  half  pi- 
otage,  but  in  no  other  cases. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec.  said  that  the  West  India  ves- 
sels did  not  make  half  the  number  of  voyages 
as  these  coasters  did,  and  yet  the  law  allowed 


them  during  certain  seasons  to  escape  with  one 
third  pilotage.  ©n  the  same  principle  vessels 
that  go  into  the  port  of  Pictou  8 or  9 times  a 
year,  ought  not  to  pav  any  pi  otage  at  all. 

Mr.  Killam  thought  the  pilotage  law  should 
be  a general  one.  and  no  difference  should  be 
made  between  different  ports.  Although  he 
approved  of  the  amendment  it  did  not  go  far 
enough,  and  he  would  rather  that  it  included 
the  provisions  of  the  Imperial  law,  which  pro- 
vided that  pilot  licenses  should  be  granted  to 
the  mates  as  well  as  to  the  masters  of  coasting 
vessels  after  passing  a proper  examination. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  was  sure  that  the 
hon.  member  for  Richmond  had  no  intention  to 
mislead  the  House,  but  the  statements  he  had 
made  as  to  the  number  of  the  Pictou  pilots — 
their  in  competency,  and  the  insufficiency  of 
their  beats — were  utterly  unfounded.  There 
were  only  some  ten  or  twelve  pilots,  and  this  in 
a port  where  twelve  or  fifte  n hundred  vessels 
entered  in  the  course  of  a year ; they  not  only 
had  boats  for  fine  weather,  but  covered  boats  fit 
to  go  out  into  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  as  they 
often  did  in  the  roughest  weather — and  as  to 
their  efficienc}'',  some  of  them  were  licensed 
pilots  before  the  member  for  Richmond  was 
born,  and  he  might  st.  te  as  evidence  of  their 
skill,  that  he  did  not  remember  a single  case  of 
a vessel  having  been  lost  when  in  charge  of  a 
Pictou  pilot.  _ 

If  the  pilotage  was  taken  off  these  ^vessels,  it 
would  also  have  to  be  taken  off  the  Pictou 
shipmasters  engaged  in  the  same  business,  who 
it  was  to  be  presumed  were  just  as  competent  to 
pilot  their  own  vessels,  and  the  result  would  be 
that  you  would  take  away  five-sixths  of  the  fees 
of  the  Pictou  pilots  ; and  having  ruin°d  the  occu- 
pation of  these  men,  one  of  the  most  important 
ports  of  the  Province  would  be  left  without  the 
safeguard  which  an  efficient  system  of  pilotage 
always  affords  to  navigation. 

Mr.  Miller  did  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  House  at  much  length,  but  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  the  member  for  Halifax,  that  this 
fax  was  paid  by  the  freighter  and  not  by  the 
master,  he  would  say  that  although  that  was 
true  in  most  cases,  it  was  not  in  this.  The  price 
of  coat  freights  was  regulated  in  the  American 
market  by  circumstances  over  which  the  coaster 
has  control.  The  pilotage  charge  was  therefore 
never  taken  into  consideration,  but  falls  upon 
the  owner  of  the  vessel,  and  if  remitted  would 
go  into  his  pocket.  He  was  not  much  surprised 
to  find  the  member  for  Halifax,  and  the  member 
for  Pictou  agreeing  upon  this  subject,  for  their 
interests  were  identical — Halifax  and  Pictou,  on 
this  question,  might  be  said  to  be  in  the  same 
boat.  The  member  for  Pictou  had  alluded  to 
mistatements  he  had  made  in  reference  to  the 
number  of  pilots  in  Pictou.  He  had  obtained 
his  information  from  those  engaged  in  the  trade 
— upon  whom  he  could  depend — and  as  that  hon 
member  had  brought  forward  no  proof  to  sub- 
stantiate the  statements  he  made,  it  was  just 
as  likely  that  one  was  as  correct  as  the  other — 
at  all  event  he  had  made  no  intentional  mistate- 
ments. But  it  mattered  not  if  there  were  only 
one  half  the  number  he  had  stated,  it  was  quite 
lime  the  system  was  altered,  and  the  number 
reduced  to  so  many  as  the  exigencies  of  trade 
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required.  You  should  not  support  any  class  in 
idleness  merely  to  prey  upon  their  industrious 
neighbours.  There  was  no  fear  ot  the  port  of 
Pictou  being  left  without  a sufficient  numl  er  of 
Pilots.  The  foreign  vessels  alone  would  keep 
them  employed. 

He  was  sorry  that  the  member  for  Halifax 
was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  lie  thought  it 
was  sound  policy  to  afford  every  encouragement 
to  the  hardy  and  industrious  class  of  men  who 
were  engaged  n the  coasting  trade  of  the  Pro- 
vince, and  whose  lives  were  spent  in  hardship 
and  toil.  He  was  pleased  to  fiud  that  the  propo- 
sal he  had  made  had  m^t  with  the  approval  of 
the  member  for  Yarmouth  (Mr.  Killam),  whose 
judgment  he  highly  valued,  and  he  had  adopted 
his  suggestion  to  conform  his  amendment  to  the 
provisions  ot  the  Imperial  law — so  as  to  grant 
Pilotage  Licenses  to  Mates  as  well  as  Masters 
of  coasting  vessels.  He  thought  that  even  the 
advocates  of  the  Pilotage  law  as  it  now  stands 
should  perceive  the  great  injustice  inflicted  on 
our  coasters  engaged  in  the  coal  trade,  and  make 
the  case  of  these  men  an  exception  to  the  gene- 
ral rule.  A class  that  contributed  so  much  to 
the  material  wealth  of  the  country  should  not  be 
taxed  to  maintain  men  whom  he  could  not  con- 
sider better  than  sharks  ; who  were  content  to 
live  upon  the  earnings  of  others  without  giving 
anything  in  return.  If  his  amendment  passed, 
its  only  effect  would  be  to  reduce  the  number  of 
pilots  to  tfee  absolute  requirements  of  commerce. 
It  .would  send  all  whom  the  trade  of  any  port 
would  not  support,  into  some  more  creditable 
and  useful  branch  of  industry.  The  annoyance 
of  this  tax  was  equal  to  its  unfairness — for  it  was 
looked  upon  as  an  imposition  that  ought  not  to 
be  tolerated.  Pictou  had  become  wealthy  and 
prosperous  by  the  resort  to  that  place  of  our 
coasters,  and  the  hon.  and  learned  u ember  from 
that  county  should  not  oppose  so  strenuously  his 
motion. 

Mr.  J.  McDonald  would  give  a few  facts  to 
show  wThat  this  grievous  tax  amounted  to.  Take 
a ship  of  300  tons  at  a freight  of  $3  a ton  of 
w hich  one  half  would  be  clear  earnings.  In  six 
voyages  she  would  earn  $2,700  and  would  pay 
for  pilotage  $15.  And  this  was  the  grievous 
imposition,  the  member  for  Richmond  had  so 
eloquently  descanted  upon. 

Mr.  Miller  said  t le  hon  gentleman  was 
mistaken  in  his  calculation-*.  In  the  case  he 
had  supposed  the  pilotage  fees  inward  alone 
would  amount  to  $30— just  double  what  the 
learned  member  stated,  and  although  this  might 
be  a very  small  amount  to  him,  it  was  not  such 
a trifling  matter  to  some  of  our  Coasters.  He 
knew  many  of  them  had  become  wealthy  in 
spite  of  all  taxes,  but  this  was  no  argument 
against  his  amendment.  The  hon.  member  had 
called  in  question  some  of  his  statements  with- 
out adducing  anything  to  prove  them  incorrect, 
and  now  was  clearly  shown  in  a simple  calcula- 
tion to  be  himself  in  error.  Who  then  was  more 
likely  to  be  right  in  other  particulars?  He  would 
advise  the  hon.  member  for  Pictou  to  be  more 
accurate  in  his  statements  in  future,  especially 
when  attempting  to  impeach  the  statements  of 
another.  The  hon.  member’s  last  argument 
required  no  answer,  and  only  showed  how  hard 
pressed  he  must  be  to  sustain  a weak  cause. 


Mr.  Killam  had  ascertained  that  there  were 
about  80  licensed  pilots  in  Halifax.  Almost 
every  fishing  boat  was  licensed.  He  would 
ask  if  there  was  any  more  harm  to  license 
masters  and  mates  of  ve  sels  than  the  pwners  of 
fishing  boats. 

Mr.  Blanchard,  in  the  course  of  a few  re- 
maiks,  suggested  that  the  amen  ment. should 
apply  to  the  whole  Province.  He  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  policy  of  making  any  distinction. 

Hon.  Sol.  Genl.  thought  there  was  some 
reason  for  a difference  in  the  port  of  Halifax — 
vessels  and  steamers  very  often  arrived  off 
Halifax  in  a fog  requiring  a pilot — there  should, 
therefore  be  some  inducement  held  out  for  a 
pilot  to  go  out  to  sea  to  render  his  services  to 
vessels  in  distress. 

Mr.  Locke  considered  the  tax  an  unjust  one. 
If  the  masters  were  competent  to  navigate  their 
vessels  into  the  ports  of  the  Province  without  pi- 
lots. they  should  be  allowed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  D Fraser  said  that  the  pilots  of  Pictou 
were  most  competent.  There  was  not  a port  in 
the  province  that  had  such  capital  boats  and  skil- 
ful men  as  Pictou.  He  thought,  under  such  c r- 
cumstances,  it  would  be  au  act  of  injustice,  to 
carry  out  the  resolution  proposed. 

Mr.  Archibald  thought  it  advisable  to  con- 
fine the  resolution  to  the  coal  ports.  Mr  Henry 
and  Mr.  Annand  thought  it  should  apply  to  all 
ports  except  Halifax.  The  resolution  was 
amended  in  accordance  with  the  latter  sugges- 
tion. 

On  a division  Mr.  Miller’s  amendment  was 
carried  by  a very  large  majority. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  thought  the  principle 
should  be  applied  to  Halifax  as  well.  It  was 
not  fair  that  coasters  coming  from  Pictou  and 
other  ports,  should  be  obliged  to  pay  the  heavy 
harbor  dues  at  Halifax.  He  suggested  an 
amendment  to  carry  out  his  views. 

Mr.  Tobin  alluded  to  tie  fact  of  the  heavy 
fog  so  frequent  off  the  harbor  of  Halifax,  as  re- 
cessitating  pilotage.  He  hoped  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (McD.)  would  not  press  any  reso'ution 
to  carry  out  his  views,  as  it  would  be  injurious 
to  the  trade  of  Halifax. 

Mr.  Pryor  agreed  with  his  hon.  colleague. 

Mr.  McDonald  slid  not  press  the  resolution 
he  proposed  but  substituted  one  requiring  all 
those  masters  etc. , to  pay  $5  for  license  obtain* 
edfrom  the  Pilot  Commissioners,  which  was  lost 
on  division. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  he  thought  the  House  would 
soon  require  a pilot  to  enable  them  to  see  their 
way  out  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  three  o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Feby.  23,  1864. 

* AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  3 p.  m. 

PETITIONS,  &C. 

Dr.  Brown  presented  a petiticn  from  the  Ha- 
lifax Teachers  Association  relative  to  education- 
al matters. 

Mr.  Bocrtnot  presented  a memorial  fr  m a 
numbar  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney,  C B.,  ask- 
ing for  increased  postal  accommcditioo. 
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Mr.  Bourivot  upon  introducing  the  memorial 
said  the  people  « f Cape  Bre'on  tad  net  received 
a lair  stare  o'  the  public  money  granted  fo  pur- 
poses of  internal  impiovem<n’  While  in  other 
parte  of  th  > Province  ra  1 wavs  had  been  built, 
mail  routes  extended,  and  " h r treyellir  g faci- 
lities secured,  uo  additional  p fto  accommoda- 
tion tad  b^en  of  ae  years  ext-idd  to  Cape 
Brotou.  At  present  the  people  com;  1 in*  d of 
the  irregularity  with  which  tfc<>  mails  w re  con- 
veyed. and  they  bad  just  cause  for  dissatisfaction 
5d  this  respeot.  and  be  hop^d  means  j^ould  be 
eppl'e  1 to  irnpn  ve  the  pr<sJi.t  fy  tem  which 
improvemei  t m’ght  be  effected  by  establishing 
dad  mails  iu  some  places,  and  compelling  con- 
tractors to  fulfill  tue  turns  and  conditions  of 
th>  r t ngagemeni;?.  At  present,  as  a get  eral 
rule  the  drives,  or  stages  on  ih-  reives  were  too 
long,  and  the  vehicles  used  too  heavy,  ar  d the 
conir  ico  rs  carried  too  many  passeng  in  the 
mail  corm-\  aoce,  all  of  which  tendel  to  retard 
speed  and  cause  delay  in  the  transmission  of  mail 
matter. 

Mr.  BouRiNCTalso  presented  a memorial  from 
8>-<ioey  signed  ly  Mr.  Uoia  ke,  the  Rectcr  of  the 
Parish,  the  managers  of  the  C a!  Mines,  ai  d se- 
veral others,  on  the  subject  of  educaiion,  &c. 

Mr.  F ocr i not  observed  that  in  respect,  to  the 
distribution  and  apportions  g of  school  money, 
he  wt  nted  the  County  rfCapeBreoa  to  be  t s 
favoi ably  d< alt  with  es  other  counti  s in  Nova 
Scotia.  With  regard  to  giants  for  schools,  roads 
aud  bridges,  Cape  Eretcn,  in  pr>  p rtion  to  ex- 
tent and  population,  was  hj  lowest  on  the  scale 
of  all  ot  her  coua  ies  in  the  Province,  and  he  dc- 
mundi  d < s a eight  that  justice  be  done  the  Coun- 
ty he  hs.d  the  honor  to  represent.  Many  cf  the 
road*  were  in  a very  bod  state,  and  some  of  the 
bridges  were  becoming  dilapidated,  and  so  far 
as  ! f e schools  were  concerned,  ‘hey  had  not  been 
sufficiently  encouragi  d or  fair’y  dealt  with.  He 
loped  the  Give  nm  nt  would  without  uotecee- 
sary  delay  take  steps  to  r<  m dy  the  grievances 
the  people  so  loudly  comp  amed  of.  tie  added, 
however,  that  the  Educaiion  Bill  which  had  just 
been  introduced  would  do  away  with  one  of  the 
grievances  alluded  to. 

The  Hous^  by  Message,  was  informed  that  the 
Legislative  Council  hid  agreed  to  Chapters  35, 
3f).  and  40.  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  without  any 
amendment. 

Mr.  B<  ur inot  asked  the  Goverrmect  tr  lay  on 
the  table  of  ihe  House  a catalogue  of  all  the  books 
in  the  Provincial  Library  up  to  Jan.,  1863,  toge- 
tl  e w th  a list  of  all  the  books  added  io  the 
same  since  lust  s-ssion,  tog* tier  with  their  titles 
and  cost  of  the  same. 

The  fo’.lowi'  g petitions  were  presented : — 

By  Dr.  Bamilt  n,  ft  o n a number  ot  inhabi- 
tame  of  East  Cornwal  i . 

By  Mr.  More,  from  resident  of  Kentville. 

By  Mr.  More,  from  inhabitants  of  South 
Aylesfotd. 

By  Atty.  Gen  from  Nictaux. 

By  Mr.  Longlkt  from  Milton — all  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Dalhousi ; College. 

Mr.  Pryor,  from  the  Committee  on  C tv  Bills, 
repeat :d  up  the  bill  respec  lag  the  new  Cuunty 
Jail,  and  the  bill  to  am.end  the  act  relating  to 
the  County  Court  House,  without  any  amendment. 


revised  statutes.-! 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Hon.  Aity.  General, 
went  into  Committee  on  Bills,  and  took  up  the 
Revised  Ststutis. 

Ti  e chapter  relating  to  pilots,  harbors,  and 
barlor  masters,  was  enter  d into,  Upon  the 
clause  specifying  the  rates  of  pilo'aze  payable 
by  British  sni  Foreign  Vessels  beiDg  read,  a 
discussion  to-  k place. 

Mr.  Blanchard,  Mr,  Tobin,  and  Mr.  Killam 
argued  shut,  shore  ought  to  be  no  distinction 
In  resp'Ct.  to  pil  tage  rabs,  between  Briti-b  and 
Foreign  Strpoing,  and  upen  motion  by  the  lat- 
ter, leition  9 was  struck  out,  and  the  act  so 
amended  as  t 1 remove  such  d s'finePon  and  place 
ail  vessi  Is  r -g*  riles-  o'  m tiona’Uy  in  the  same 
position  in  the  respect  named 

Mr.  Miller  moved  to  strike  out  the  13  h sr  c- 
iio  i,  which  compels  a cap  lain  or  master  of  a ves- 
sel on  going  out  of  a pent  :o  employ  the  same 
p:l  >t  that  brought  his  vessel  in. 

Hon.  Flvcl  8ecty.  and  Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane 
thought,  the  section  imposed  an  unjust  and  impro- 
per restriction  on  masters  of  vessels,  and  were  in 
f .vor  of  removing  it  by  striking  out  the  section 
as  proposed.  They  were  of  opinion  that  any  eap- 
t n would  in  most  all  cises  engage  the  man  who 
pic  ted  bis  vessel  in  port  to  take  the  same  but 
ag  io,  did  such  pilot  appear  tote  competent,  but 
the  law  as  it,  n w stood,  virtually  io  - pilled  the 
M*  ter  to  employ  the  pilot  ’hat  brought  him  in, 
v-h  ther  hr  was  capable  or  rot. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  though1:  it  but  right  that 
the  p i.  t in  the  first  pi  ci  ougi  t to  have  tie  pre- 
ference. 

Mr.  Coffin  thought  the  restriction  was  one  that 
ought  not  be  imposed  on  any  ship  mantels. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  some  discus- 
sion took  place  concerning  fc’  e propriety  of  deal- 
ing with  the  Statutes  in  the  mode  they  were 
pursuing. 

Mr  Archibald  repeated  the  opinion  he  ex- 
pressed s >me  days  ago,  that  the  manner  in  wh'ch 
the  liws  were  being  dealt  with  was  c lcura‘ed  tT 
impair  them,  aud  such  Lad  b-  n the  nature  of 
the  arnendmn  s additions  and  alterations  made, 
that  he  was  confi  eat  the  volume  they  had  al- 
ready pr  s d w u'.d  not  hang  together.  He  com- 
pared the  Statutes  to  a building  from  which 
jx  trice  was  t rken  out  hare,  a ph.  nk  removed 
there,  and  a prop  put  up  in  one  place  aud  a sup- 
port in  another.  A structure  so  tinkered  up 
c ju’d  not  bi  stable  at.d  secure.  He  felt  that  any 
amendment  involving  a fundamental  alteration 
in  the  Statut  s ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
. form  of  a distinct  and  separate  bill. 

The  Prov.  Secretary,  Hon.  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, and  Hon.  Solicitor  General,  were  of  opinion 
that  the  system  they  were  pursuit  g was  as  safe 
as  any  that  could  be  adopted,  and  lie  coune 
they  were  following  involved  n>  difficulty  cr 
dmger.  They  invited  the  attention  of  hen. 
members  to  ev<  ry  cl  u e and  eecti<  n read,  and  if 
such  were  carefully  examined,  and  any  amend- 
ments introduced  made  consistent  with  the  gene- 
ral law,  the  revision  c mid  be  as  safely  effected 
by  the  pr<s-;i  t course,  as  by  the  mode  suggested 
by  Mr.  Archibald. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  if  the  12th  and  13th 
sections  were  struck  out,  no  mtsier  of  a vessel 
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v/on’d  urder  any  circumstances  be  compelled  to 
employ  a pi'ot  at  all.  He  proposed  that  the 
House  should  by  vote  affirm  a certa:n  principle 
with  ns  *ect  to  the  subject  of  pi!ota’e.  aod  then 
return  the  chaffer  to  the  commissioners,  in  order 
th  t' t'  ey  reconstruct  the  same, and  make  it 

consistent  through'  ut.  This  propneiiion  was 
ag  e d to  by  general  consent.  Iq  eoiformiy 
with  this  arrangement,  Mr.  Coffin  moved  that  the 
law  be  so  amende  1 that  no  sailing-mas  er  beccra- 
p died  to  take  a p’lot  upon  q'litting  a port 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  was  i i favor  of  iucb  mo- 
ti  n,  becai  s ' he  tel*  it,  wasao  imposition  to  com- 
p-1 a captain  to  employ  a pilot  when  he  did  not 
rtqnire  one 

Mr.  Coffin’s  motion,  upon  1 eing  pute  was  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Bourinot  then  sugg-sted  an  mmdraent. 
♦he  object  of  which  w ’8  to  relieve  ve^el*  putting 
i to  Sydney  Cow  B y,  Lingan,  destined  to 
Bridgeport,  Glace  Bay.  on  account  of  stress  of 
weather,  from  payment  <fH*rbor  M.  8‘ei’s  fees. 
Tne  r o ion  was  adopted. 

It  was  agreed  to  pass  the  chapter  over  for  the 
present,  in  order  to  afford  the  Commissioners  an 
oppoitnn  ty  to  remodel  it  ami  embody  tie  tm'end- 
rcents  desired  by  the  Bore. 

The  Committee  then  f r >ceec!ed  to  the  conside- 
ration cf  Obaft  r 70  *•  Of  Ra  Iways.” 

On  rro  o * of  Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  the  s c‘ion 
givit  g th  * Ra'tea?  Con  m s i >oers  authority  to 
enter  i p >n  iands  to  o^cure  grav-1  for  building 
rti  wa;  s was  amend*  d by  adciag  the  words  “ or 
r«  p tiring  ” 

D*\  Hamilton  asked  v.h  t it  v.  proposed  to 
do  respecting  the  all  ge  l inuebteloess  of  the  City 
of  Hali'ax  to  the  Province  on  accomr  of  <- he 
Railway.  He  did  not  believe  the  city  could  be 
c mpelUd  by  'aw  to  pay  the  amount  it  was  al- 
ii god  it  owed. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  tbit  a r-uit,  'o1  the  recov- 
ery of  fhe  rnoniiy  w s new  p mding.  and  if  the 
Gorernrntn  d'd  its  duty,  wou*d  !e  pressed. 

Mr.  Tobin  thought  tbt-y  had  b;iaer  strike  that 
a rangement  with  the  city  off  ti  e Statu  te  Bo  k. 
A no'e  of  hand  for  which  no  value  bad  be*  n re» 
ceiveJ  could  rot  be  c- 11  cted.  :nd  with  rega  d to 
this  railway  c mcern,  thec’ty  of  Ha’ifax  got  ni 
vaiue,  arid  wa Minder  no  obligaroi  to  pay  the 
money — it  did  no*  owe  the  debt. 

Hod.  Pr' t Sec.  s id  they  better  not  alter  t£e 
law  nliting  :o  this  subject  while  the  matter  wat 
aD  obj  ct  of  irrigation. 

Hon  Atty  Gen.  observed  that  no  doubt  the 
ci'y  expected  to  make  a fortune  when  it  entered 
into  tne  bargain,  aud  he  would  aot  therefore  an- 
nul the  engegem'  nt  and  debar  it,  from  a chance 
o!  r al  zing  such  expectations.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Killam  sa:d  h • c'ty  of  Halifax  h»d  been 
th  “ means  of  put'ing  the  Province  under  the  lia 
biuty  now  upon  it,  on  account  of  railway  con- 
struction. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  was  unders'ood  to  say  that 
the  rail w;  y- wu  ! al  were  a disgrace  to  all  who 
had  anything  to  do  wi  h projecting  and  corsfruct- 
i:  g iherr, 

Mr.  Locke  was  of  opinion  the t the  Govern- 
ment out-ht  to  collect  the  money  owed  by  the 
city,  but  Ibis  was  not  the  proper  lime  to  dircuss 
the  subject. 

On  the  reading  of  the  chapter  on  “Iateret'’ 


which  fixes  the  legal  rate  at  six  per  cent.  Dr, 
Tupp  r inquired  whether  it  was  :hi  intention  of 
the  Horse  to  pass  ih-i  law  as  it  et*nd?*.  I(  was 
a very  imp  rtant  subject  ar  d required  the  seri- 
ous consideration  of  the  House. 

After  a few  r ‘marks  f: o n Hon  Mr  fehanro", 
Atty.  General,  and  Mr.  A'chibald.  it  was  decided 
to  piss  the  ch  p'er  ov*r  for  the  preset  t. 

The  Committee  adjourned  i nl  the  House  re- 
sumed and  n ported  progress. 

GOLD  MINES’  REPORT 

IIou.iProv.  Sec'y  by  command  1 id  on  the  ta- 
bl  ■ of  the  House  i.he  Report  of  th^  late  and  pr<  - 
sett  GHd  Como  issioner  tor  the  past  year  and  in 
do:ng  so  be  congratulated  the  Hi  use  end 
couitry  upon  the  encouraging  state  or  affair* 
which  this  report  exbibi  <d.  The  amount  of 
gted  raisd  in  18G3  was  14  001  ounces.  14  dwt*., 
17  grs.,  and  in  1802  7,275  ounces  ; being  nearly 
double  the  amount  tai  el  in  tb-  previous  yen*. 

TLe  value  oi  the  gold  r?>i -« d li-t  year  amount- 
ed to  $259,032.  The  receipts  f om  the  geld 
fi  13s  du  teg  the  some  y-ar  amounted  io  $18  700, 
white  the  expenditure  reached  $28  808.  This  at 
the  fi  ?t  blush  would  show  ao  advMre  balance  of 
abrut  $4,608,  butbewculd  remind  the  Horse 
that  a large  portion  of  this  exp  nditure  (11.066) 
was  for  lauds  appropriated  in  he  prv  vious  year 
— and  when  to  this  was  add-d  tie  amount  i ad 
for  returns  rents  or  the  same  year,  ($880)  it 
would  be  seen  that ' the  operations  of  tne  pu-t 
year  largely  exceed-d  th  >se  of  the  pr*  v .cup. 
Anoth  r no’ewrr  hy  f store  which  the  report  ex- 
hibited wasth  t while  the  rcu'ns  of  gold  rui  el 
ne:  riy  d ubled  that  of  h 1 previous  y a”,  the 
number  of  m- n employ*  d « a only  877.  about 
one-half  o,f  , these  employed  in  1862.  so  that  the 
individual  >.a'u  was  also  greater.  The  bon  g n- 
tleman  int>m  ited  that  the  Government  prop,  e i 
to  lubmit  son  e important  alterations  n tie  pre- 
sent law.  to  which  the  paifcuV  a ientiou  of 
membeis  was  directed  in  the  Report. 

DESPATCHES  RELATING  TO  PROVINCIAL  APPOINT- 
MENTS. 

The  Eon.  Prov  Secy,  also  1.  id  on  the  table  a 
copy  of  tie  list,  Horn  which  the  Sheriffs  for  the 
last  year  were  appointed.  Also,  copies  of  De- 
spatch* 8 reiaf'ng  to  provinc  al  appointments.  He 
did  not  intend  to  :m<tate  the  example  which  bad 
been  set  elsewi  e e,  of  taking  excep  ion  t>  public 
documen  s because  « e'erk  in  a public  office  had 
cmi  ted  to  dot  bis  Vs,  or  cross  his  t s ; but  he 
co  lid  not  avoid  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the 
Horse  that  ie  e were  despa’ches  of  a mo  t im- 
port n character — changing  the  mode  of  a ppoint- 
ment to  the  highest  offices  ia  the  country— such 
as  Leghivive  Councillors  and  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme C urt,  which  had  not  been  laid  on, the 
tebie  of  the  ouse  by  the  late  G<'  vrnmeot,  nor 
Wi  s any  record  to  b found  of  them  in  the  Jour- 
na  s of  the  House — while  they  hid  been  submit- 
tel  to  the  Upper  H*  me  i jj  a garbled  form.  He 
would  not  say  the, t thislal  bten  intentic  ally 
den  \ bur,  sucis  was  the  case. 

Mr.  Archibald  doufc  el  whether  such  referen- 
ces o the  proc  eiings  of  the  Upp  r House  were 
c-Mcuia  ed  toiBciva*e  shat  harmony  which  should 
sub  ist  betwetn  tie  two  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 
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A g regard  the  deppafehes  referred  to,  it  was 
q nil e possible  that  in  she  number  rere  ved  from 
the  Colcn'a’  Office,  these  were  not  submitted  to 
the  House  not  having  been  specially  isked  for, 
nut  there  coi  l 1 b*  no  disposition  to  wi  bhold 
them  as  they  contained  nothing  more,  linn  to 
give  to  the  provincial  g vjrnm,!nt  the  power  <o 
in  <k«  re  tain  appointments  abso  u ely  ins  ead  of 
c ndi  i mily. 

The  despatch*  s were  re:d  by  the  clerk. 

These  despatches  consist — Srs t of  a desmteh 
dated  22nd  July,  1862  frem  the  Duke  of  New-. 
ciMle  to  the  Le  ii.  Governor  which  refers  to  a 
former  deepa  cb  informing  the  Lieuf.  Governor 
that  the  prao  ire  of  appointing  public  officers  by 
w rrant  und  r the  s'gu  manual  was  generally 
inapplicable  to  appointments  made  by  a Govern- 
O'  in  conforms  y with  the  recomm°ndation  of  his 
ie*p<. n-ib!e  adv'sers.  and  enquiring  whether 
there  are  a y officers  in  Nova  Scotia  for  which 
the  sign  n a mol  is  ? eqoired  by  law,  or  any  reason 
why  th;  present  form  ihouldbs  adhered  to. 

No  2 Despatch,  dated  Aog.  15  b,  1862  from 
tbeE  rl  of  iVlul^nve  to  the  Colonial  Secret;  r,™ 
station  tf  at  he  was  advised  by  the  Crown  Officers 
that  tl  ere  were  no  cieea<  f fo'oru!  epp  -in t cents 
in  whic’i  the  Royal  warrant  va*  required  — (rx- 
cept  the  officers  ol  the  Admin-Tv  Court) —and 
that  coustquei  try  there  w s no  reason  why  the 
present  system  should  be-  continued. 

No.  3 Despatch,  dated  27  b Deer.,  1882.  from 
tl-e  Duk^  or  Newcastle  to  EarlMulgrave — direc- 
ti g that  in  future  tbe  practice  of  appointing  pub- 
lic ( fibers  under  the  R;yai  feign  Manual  should 
be  discontinued — but  'hit  all  appeintmeufs  which 
u d rih;  existing  sjs  em  wculd  be  made  under 
Warrant  should  be  notified  to  the  Colonial  Office. 

U<n  Prov.  Sfc  was  not  disposed  to  admit 
the  soun  iuess  of  me  doctrine  laid  down  by  the 
leider  of  tbe  epposit  oa  that  it  was  uncoostitu- 
tional  to  refer  to  tbe  proceedings  of  the  ether 
Branch  of  tbe  Legislature.  He  bad  high  autho- 
rity hr  his  position.  Any  one  in  tbe  habit  of 
reading  the  D.  ba'e3  in  the  Times,  wouil  seecon- 

n reference  made  in  the  Home  of  Commons 
to  the  proceedings  i the  L;  rds,  and  he  could  see 
nothing  unparliamentary  in  the  practice. 

Mr.  Archibald  thought  it  would  be  ao  un- 
seemly spectacle  for  a member  of  one  branch  of 
tbe  Legislature  to  be  constantly  making  attacks 
upon  a member  of  the  other  Hou^e. 

In  reference  to  the  des»  atebes  just  read,  he 
expioioed  that  alt!  ough  tie  appointment  to  the 
offices  rthrred  to  d d uot  take  effect  until  after 
tlij  Q1  e n’e  pleasure  war-  known,  in  reality  they 
w-ie  fiual  w tic u made  by  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment— so  that  referring  them  tor  tbe  confirma- 
tion cf  tbe  Crown  ttasaorre  metier  of  form. 
In  v e<v  of  this  slate  ol  tilings,  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary exf  r S''ed  his  opinion  that  tbe  present  sys- 
tem ot  referring  th<  so  appointments  to 'the  Home 
Gov  rnment,  in  ordtr  to  obtain  the  Royal  War- 
rant, thouid  be  di  continued. 

ATter  some  further  remarks  the  suhjpct  drop- 
ped, and  the  House  adjourned  until  3 r/clock  the 
next  day.  

Wednesday,  Feb.  24,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  3 p.  m. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented. 

By  Mr.  Blackwood,  from  a number  ot  tbe 


inhabitants  of  Tatamagouche  asking  for  in- 
creased mail  accommodation. 

By  Mr.  Heffernan  from  residents  ot  Guvs- 
boro’,  praying  for  increased  postal  accommoda- 
tion between  Guysboro'  and  Cape  Canso. 

By  Mr  Bofrinot  from  Archibald  McNevin, 
an  aged  teacher,  in  the  dounty  of  Cape  Breton, 
for  a free  grant  ot  government  land. 

By  Dr.  Slocumb  from  a number  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  L’Etete,  Lunenburgh,  relative  to  the 
Labrador  fisheries 

By  Mr.  John  Campbell  from  John  H. 
Franchville,  an  aged  teacher,  for  a free  grant  of 
land. 

By  Mr.  Kill  am  from  a number  of  residents 
of  Yarmouth  interested  in  shipping,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  granti  g certificates  to  shipmasters. 

Mr.  Killam  observed  that  agreeably  to  an 
act  of  the  Legislature,  Boards  of  examination 
had  been  established  in  certain  ports  ot  thi3  Pro- 
vince. Among  them  Yarmouth,  and  the  board 
at  the  latter  port  had  granted  certificates  by- 
virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  it,  yet  such  certifi- 
cates had  not  been  acknowledged  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  England,  and  he  wished  the  subject 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Botjrtnot  introduced  a bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Cheticamp  Copper  Mining  Company — 
also,  a bill  to  incorporate  the  Boston  and  Bridge- 
port Coal  Mining  Company. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  laid  on  the  tabid  cer- 
tain despatches  from  the  Colonial  Office  on  the 
subject  of  maritime  courts  of  enquiry,  and  ad- 
vising the  erection  of  such  a tribunal  in  this 
Province,  and  he  introduced  a bill  in  accord- 
ance with  the  subject  of  such  despatches. 

Hon  Atty  Gen  explained  the  nature  and  ob- 
jec  of  the  measure.  The  title  is  “ A Bill  to  es- 
tablish Marine  Courts  of  Enquiry.”  He  said 
there  was  nothing  original  in  it,  as  it  was  com- 
piled mainly  from  ’he  Vi  ere  an 's  Shipping  Act. 
The  chief  object  of  such  Courts  would  be  to  en- 
quire into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
wrecks  of  vessels  on  the  coast,  the  conduct  of 
the  officers,  loss  of  property  etc,  and  forward 
the  same  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  Great  Bri* 
tain.  It  authorizes  the  Governme  t to  appoint 
persons  to  constitute  such  courts,  the  proceed- 
ings ot  it  to  be  assimulated  as  far  as  possible  to 
other  courts  of  justice,  and  possesses  the  requi<* 
site  machinery  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Blanchard  remarked  that  a few  days 
ago  he  asked  for  a return  of  the  list  of  persons 
recommended  by  the  Government  to  the  Judges 
for  appointment  to  the  office  of  Sheriff  in  lae 
different  counties  in  the  Province.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  Provincial  Secretary  had 
misunderstood  him  or  not,  but  the  list  laid  on 
the  table  did  not  contain  the  information  he 
sought  to  obtain.  The  list  presented  was  not 
the  one  recommended , but  the  one  decided  upon, 
and  he  would  ask  for  an  explanation. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  rep  ied  it  was  true  that  cer« 
tain  changes  had  been  recommended,  but  had 
not  been  made,  and  therefore  he  did  not  under 
the  circumstances  think  it  desirable  to  make  the 
recommendation  public,  but  he  would  place  the 
papers  asked  for  confidentially  in  the  hands  of 
the  hon.  member  (Mr.  Blanchard)  for  perusaL 
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Hon.  Phot.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  hold  the 
Agricultural  Exhibitions  of  last  year,  which  was 
read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Archibald  asked  the  Government  for 
returns  from  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace  for  the  va- 
rious counties  with  respect  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Franchise  act  of  last,  session,  regai ding 
the  revision  of  the  electoral  lists,  and  how  far  the 
provisions  of  the  law  had  b en  complied  with. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  and  Hon  Atty.  General 
pointed  out  what  they  conceived  to  be  an  ncon- 
gruity  in  the  Act. 

Mr.  Archibald  contended  that  its  directions 
were  sufficiently  distinct  and  quite  unmistake- 

able. 

Mr.  McFarlane  said  the  requirements  of  the 
law  had  not  been  acted  upon  in  the  Cuunty  of 
Cumberland,  owing  to  the  expenses  that  would 
that  would  attend  proceedings. 

Mr.  Pryor  stated  that  in  consequen  e of  the 
Sessions  not  having  learned  the  requirements  of 
the  law'  in  time,  no  action  had  been  taken  upon 
it  in  Halifax,  > nd  he  suggested  that  the  time  for 
making  the  specified  electoral  returns  be  ex- 
tended. 

Mr.  Kaulback  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  the  ratepayers  of  Chester,  praying 
for  the  repeal  of  Cap.  52  of  the  Act  passed  last 
cession  “ Concerning  the  Township  of  Chester.” 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  and 
took  up  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  a number  of 
chapters  passed  without  any  discussion  or  mate- 
rial amendments. 

The  Commissioners  to  whom  the  chapter  on 
Pilotage  had  been  referred,  reported  up  the  bill 
amended  in  accordance  with  resolutions  passed 
on  Tuesday. 

In  the  act  respecting  the  inspection  of  pickled 
fi3h,  Mr.  Jost  suggested  an  amendment  reducing 
the  length  of  No.  1 mackerel  to  14  instead  of  15 
inches.  He  stated  by  this  means  our  standard 
would  be  assimilated  to  that  of  the  Americans. 
Mr.  S.  Campbell  supported  the  amendment, 
which  w as  adopted. 

Mr.  Kaulback  asked  leave  to  introduce  a bill 
to  incorporate  the  Lutheran  Congregation  at 
Bridgewater 

It  was  suggested  that  this  was  a private  bill, 
and  should  therefore  first  pay  $20  in  accordance 
with  the  rule  This  was  not,  however,  the  gene- 
ral opinion,  and  the  bill  was  accordingly  read  a 
first  time 

Hon.  Prov  Sec.  presented  a petition  from  R. 
A.  Logan,  and  a number  of  other  inhabitants  of 
the  Eastern  District  cf  Halifax,  praying  to  be 
»et  off  into  a seperate  county. 

The  House  adjourned  until  3 o’clock  the 
next  day. 


Thursday,  Feb.  25. 

The  House  met  at  3 oVock. 

Dr,  Hamilton  introduced  a bill  to  alter  and 
divide  district  No  5 in  North  Kings. 

Mr.  Churchill  presented  a petition  from  the 
itth  bitants  of  Hant3  County  in  reference  to 
Dalhousie  College. 

Mr.  Cowie  presented  a petition  from  the  in- 
liabitants  of  Queen’s  County  praying  for  the 
amendment  of  the  act  relating  to  the  deepening 


of  the  Harbor  of  Liverpool.  He  also  introduced 
a bill  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  thereot. 

Dr.  Hamilton  presented  a petition  praying 
for  an  alteration  in  a post  ride. 

Hon  Pro.  Sec'y,  by  command,  laid  on  the 
table  the  report  of  the  Record  Commissioner  for 
the  past  year. 

Mr.  McFarlane  presented  three  petitions  for 
change  in  mail  accommodations. 

Dr.  Brown  presented  a petition  from  Han'§ 
County  on  the  subject  of  school  lands. 

Mr.  Prior  introduced  a bill  to  improve  the 
system  of  sewerage  in  the  City  of  Halifax. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  Digby  on  the  subject  of  Dalhousie  College. 

Mr.  More  presented  a petition  from  Lower 
Aylesford  on  the  same  subject. 

EDUCATION. 

Tbe  Hon  Prov.  Pecy.  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill  for  tbe  better  encouragement  of  Edu- 
cation, and  in  doing  so,  stated  that  he  would  not 
detain  the  House  by  any  lengthened  remarks*  as 
lie  believed  the  leading  features  of  the  bill  would 
be  concurred  in  by  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of 
the  House.  He  presumed  that  any  question  that 
might  arise  would  be  more  in  reference  to  derails, 
but  if  any  gentlemen  wished  to  address  the  House 
upon  the  principle  of  the  bill,  it  would  be  the 
proper  time  to  do  so  then,  before  he  moved  the 
House  to  go  into  committee 

A bill  to  establish  Marine  Courts  of  Enquiry 
was  read  a second  time. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  introduced  a bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Fruit  Growers  and  International  Show 
Society. 

Ou  the  motion  being  made  to  go  into  committee 
on  the  Education  bill, 

Mr,  Miller  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
agreeing  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  The  remarks 
be  had  to  make,  he  presumed,  could  be  made  just 
as  well  in  committee. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  that  if  the  hon.  gentle- 
man objected  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  that  was 
the  proper  time  for  him  to  state  his  objections  be- 
fore goiog  into  committee. 

Mr.  Miller  had  no  intention  of  moving  any 
amendment  to  the  Bill.  He  simply  wished  to  ex- 
press his  conviction  that  the  principle  enunciated 
in  the  Bill  was  not  the  sound  principle  upon  which 
the  Educational  system  of  the  country  should  rest. 
Iu  hie  opinion  the  Denominational  system  was  the 
only  correct  one, — yet  he  did  not  intend  to  move 
against  this  Bill,  for  he  was  inclined  to  think  it 
was  an  improvement  in  the  present  law,  and  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  perhaps,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  best  measure  that  could  at 
present  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Archibald  said: — If  I were  deposed  to  at- 
tack this  bill,  it  would  be  upon  different  grenade, 
from  those  stated  by  the  hon.  member  from  Rich- 
mond. I take  it  for  granted  that  this  bill  has 
been  brought  forward  by  the  Government,  after 
due  consideration-first  as  to  what  kind  of  mea- 
sure would  be  suited  to  the  wants  of  the'country, 
and  secondly  what  measure  would  be  likely  to  be 
carried  in  the  House  ; for  I presume  that  the 
Government  would  not  bring  forward  a bill  which 
they  were  not  prepared  to  carry. 

My  objection  to  the  Bill  is  that  it  does  not  go 
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far  enough,  and  although  I am  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  surround  this  question,  f*tbink  the 
Government  were  in  a position  to  have  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  going  a step  further. 

There  are  one  or  two  features  in  connection 
with  tbia  Biy  which  I consider  it  my  duty  to  bring 
before  the  notice  of  the  House,  and  [ can  assure 
the  hon.  introducer  of  this  measure  that  in  doing 
so,  I am  actuated  by  no  hostile  spirit  or  any  de- 
sire to  offer  any  factious  opposition  to  the  Bill. 
If  there  is  one  subject,  more  than  another  which 
should  he  kept  out  of  the  arena  of  party  politics 
it  is  the  subj-  ct  of  Education,  and  I should  be 
sorry  indeed,  if  any  remarks  of  mine  should 
ba^e  the  effict  of  preventing  a free  and  impartial 
discussion  of  this  question. 

Any  one  who  turns  bis  attention  to  this  subject 
wiy  be  alarmed  at  the  state  of  Elucation  in  this 
country  which  the  Census  of  3661  presents.  Out 
of  a population  of  300.000,  over  the  age  of  five 
years  i here  are  81,479  who  cannot  read —more 
than  one  fourth  of  the  whole  population.  Out  of 
83.959  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  there 
are  30  538  who  cannot  read.  Of  this  same  num- 
ber of  83,959  there  were  attending  school  in  1863 
only  31,000,  so  that  there  are  52,959  children 
in  this  country  growing  up  in  ignorance.  I 
would  ask  the  House  if  this  is  not  a state  of 
things  which  demands  prompfand  vigorous  action  ? 

While  this  is  the  lamentable  state  of  educatton, 
let  us  glance  for  a moment  at  the  materia*!  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  Nova  Scotia  possesses  the 
elements  of  material  prosperity  in  a greater  va- 
riety than  any  other  country  under  the  sun.  Her 
agriculture  forms  a very  essential  source  of  wealth. 
Yet  her  people  are  not  entirely  dependent  upon  it. 
If  is  important  to  remember  in  connection  with 
this  subject,  that  we  are  not  favored  as  they  are 
in  Canada,  with  a large  emigration  and  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  capital,  and  that,,  therefore, 
whatever  progress  may  be  found  in  this  branch  of 
industry  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  gradual  in- 
crease cf  the  skill  and  labor  of  the  inhabitants. 
Looking  at  the  statistics,  we  find  that  in  1851,  the 
quantity  of  nats  raised  was  1,384,437  bushels  ; 
and  in  1861, 1,978,137,  or  an  increase  of  50  per 
cent.  Of  potatoes  in  1851,  1,986,789  bushels  ; 
and  in  1861,  3.821,864,  or  an  increase  of  100 
per  cent.  Butter,  in  1851,  3,613,890  lbs.  ; in 
3861,  4,532,711,  or  au  increase  of  25  per  cent. 
Upon  turning  to  another  most  important  branch 
of  trade — the  mining  interest,  we  find  that  in 
1833,  we  exported  24,000  tons  of  coal  ; and  in 
1843,  after  a period  of  10  years,  the  quantity  bad 
increased  to  50,000.  In  1853  fo  95,0u0,  and  in 
1863  to  395,000  tons.  Wheu  we  consider  the  im- 
mense amount  of  industry  and  capital  employed 
in  developing  this  source  of  wealth,  we  may  well 
contemplate  with  pride  and  eatisfactien  the  large 
increase  which  the  operations  of  the  last  few  years 
exhibit.  Then,  again,  our  gold  mines  which  have 
only  been  in  operation  for  the  last  three  years, 
exhibit  most  encouraging  prospects  ; the  yield, 
which  in  1862  amounted  to  7,000  ounces,  last  year 
iocreiselto  14,000  ; and  we  may  look  forward  to 
ft  still  larger  increase. 

The  Hon.  Finl.^Secy.,  in  referring  to  the  ship- 
ping interest  the  other  day,  told  us  with  commend- 
ftble  pr:de,  that  we  possessed  a ton  of  shipping  for 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  Province. 


And  so  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  reason  to 
congratulate  ourselves  upon  our  material  prosper- 
ity. Nature  has  indeed  showered  upon  us  her 
richest  blessing?,  and  what  return,  I would  ask, 
have  we  made  for  the  advantages  we  enjoy. 
What  is  the  uee  of  all  this  prosperity,  when  the 
statistics  disclose  the  lamentable  fact  that  one- 
fourth  of  our  entire  population  are  unable  fto 
ree  l ! Therefore  in  view  of  this  painful  state  of 
things  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  in- 
troduce such  an  Educational  measure  as  would 
meet  the  exigencies  of  the  country — I am  sorry  to 
sav  that  they  have  not  met  the  diffiieuPy  as  they 
ought,  and  as  I think  from  their  strength  they 
were  in  a position  to  do.  • If  it  be  urged  that  the 
people  are  not  yet  educated  up  to  what  I believe  to 
be  the  only  sound  system  of  education,  I would 
ask.  when  will  they  ever  be?  Surely  they  cannot 
be  educated  in  ignorance,  and  therefore  the  longer 
it  is  left,  the  worse  it  will  be.  I believe  that  if  the 
system  of  compulsory  taxation  was  once  adopt- 
ed the  prejudices  against  it  would  speedily  fade 
away , and  it  would  soon  recommend  itself  to  the 
good  sens=i  of  the  people. 

In  making  these  observations,  I can  assure  the 
Hon.  Prov.  decretory  I am  acting  in  good  faith  ; 
but  there  is  one  feature  of  the  bill  which  I am 
afraid  will  be  the  means  of  introducing  a danger- 
ous principle.  Hitherto,  it  has  been  the  aim  of 
all  parties  to  keep  this  subject  free  from  political 
influence  ; but  I would  a*k  the  Prov.  Secretary 
what  surer  mode  could  he  adopt  of  accomplishing 
that  which  we  have  long  striven  to  avoid,  than  to 
make  the  Executive  Government  a council  of  pub- 
lic instruction  ? I ask  him  to  turn  to  the  Cana- 
dian system,  or  to  that  of  any  other  country,  and 
see  if  he  can  find  a single  instance  of  a similar 
power  being  grafted  to  the  Executive  as  that  con- 
tained in  the  first  clause  of  the  bill.  Surely,  in 
this  large  Province,  he  could  find  nine  men  of  suf- 
ficient intelligence,  education  and  standing,  to 
form  a Board  of  education  without  haying  to 
draw  upon  the  Executive  for  his  material.  I- ask 
the  Government,  then,  if  they  do  not  consider* 
this  principle  to  be  of  vital  importance  to  the  bill 
to  reconsider  this  first  clause,  and  form  such  a 
Board  as  will  command  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

The  same  objection  will  apply  to  the  county  in- 
spectors. There  will  be  23  of  these  officers  receiv- 
ing a large  sum  of  money,  and  all  deriving  their 
appointments  directly  from  the  Government.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  only  natural  to  suppose  that 
they  would  be  more  or  less  influenced  by  political 
feelings.  In  Canaria,  these  officers  were  appoint- 
ed by  the  municipal  authorities,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  superintendent.  I hope,  therefore,  that 
the  hon.  Prov.  Secretary  will  accept  there  obser- 
vations in  the  spirit  iu  which  they  are  offered, 
and  will  so  amend  his  Bill  in  committee  as  to 
make  it  meet  with  the  approbation  of  all. 

I cannot  say  that  l agree  with  the  hon.  intro- 
ducer of  this  measure  in  his  anticipations  of  the 
benefits  which  will  result  from  the  increase  of 
the  school  grant.  Experience  shows  that  such 
bounties  are  not  valuable  unless  you  make  the 
people  contribute.  Take  the  case  of  Connecticut, 
where  a larger  amount  is  applied  for  educational 
purposes  than  in  any  other  country  in  the  world. 
This  amount  is  almost  entirely  derived  from  the 
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sale  of  wilderness  land,  and  yet  education  in  that 
Slate  is  at  the  lowest  ebb.  Just  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  exertion  used  by  the  people  will 
education  increase.  I cannot  close  without  refer- 
ring to  one  feature  of  the  bill  which  I approve 
of — that  which  affords  assistance  to  those  who  are 
disposed  to  help  themselves,  and  instead  of  giv- 
ing them  twenty-five  per  cent  additional,  I would 
be  disposed  to  give  them  a still  larger  allowance. 

Mr.  Millee  said,  after  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  from  Colchester,  in 
favor  of  a compulsory  system  of  education,  found- 
ed on  taxation,  he  would  berrecreant  to  the  views 
he  entertained  in  unison  with  a 'large  body  of  the 
people  of  the  Province,  if  he  failed  to  make  a few 
observations  on  this  subject.  It  was  admitted,  on 
all  sides,  that  the  great  question  of  popular 
education,  then  before  the  House,  was  among  the 
most  important  that  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature.  It  was  a question  that  should  be 
approached,  aa  he  was  happy  to  perceive  it  was 
approached,  with  an  absence  of  party  feeling,  in 
a spirit  of  ingenuousness  and  sincerity,  accom- 
panied with  an  honest  zeal  for  the  public  weal. 
It  mattered  not  whether  the  cause  of  education 
was  looked  upon,  simply  as  a question  of  political 
expediency  or  economy,  or  w&a  viewed  in  connex- 
ion with  higher  moral  consideration;  the  conclu- 
sions arrived  at,  in  both  aspects,  were  the  same. 
There  could  be  no  difference  among  all  parties  on 
the  importance  and  necessity  of  an  educational 
system,  based  on  sound  principles.  But  on  a 
question  of  so  important  a character,  it  was  not 
strange  that  there  should  exist  some  diversity  of 
opinion  as  to  what  were  the  soundest  principles  on 
which  to  rest  our  common  school  structure.  This 
was  always  found  to  be  the  case  in  every  country, 
divided  by  different  interests  and  ideaB  into  dis- 
cordant elements.  When  every  party  viewed  from 
its  own  stand-point,  and  in  the  light  of  US'  own 
peculiar  opinions,  a question  having  an  influential 
bearing  on  all  interests  of  society,  social  religious 
and  political,  the  conclusions  of  all  were  not  likely 
to  be  marked  with  unanimity. 

We  therefore  found  the  most  opposite  doc- 
trines to  prevail  in  reference  to  education.— 
Borne  have  advocated  the  right  of  the  state  to 
•enforce  education  by  compulsory  enactments* 
jsnd  if  he  was  not  mistaken  this  was  the  doc- 
trine of  thy  member  for  Colchester.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  number  was  not  small  who 
.contended,  and  justly  as  he  believed,  that 
the  duty  of  a government  was  merely  to  as- 
sist and  encourage  by  wise  legislation  and  pe- 
cuniary support  the  voluntary  efforts  of  individ- 
uals. It  was  worthy  of  remark  that  the  advocates  of 
first  doctrine  always  formed  the  majority,  never 
thff  .minority  in  the  State;  and  wherever  the  same 
class1  was  in  the  minority  they  repudiated  as  con- 
trary to  liberty  and  justice  the  right  to  which  he 
v uded.  He  considered  the  usurpation  of  that 
^ by  the  state,  a gross  violation  of  the  natural 
of  the  parent,  and  an  attempt  under  the 
, rights  , a |3road  principle  to  exercise  the  spirit  of 
, cover  or  intolerance, 
tyranny*  jn  faVor  of  grounding  the  common 
lie  wa  ^ of  the  country  on  the  denomina- 
gchcol-sy*  , as  the  digest  and  most  consistent 
tional  prm  P <j0pted.  That  principle  had  been 
recogn«  .5*  vhe  ColleSiate  Imitations  of  the 


Province,  had  been  carried  into  practice,  and  was 
allowed  to  have  worked  well.  But  he  had  been 
misunderstood  by  the  hon  introducer  of  the  bill 
in  the  few  remarks  he  hsd  just  offered  to  the 
House.  He  bad  no  intention  to  propose  any 
amendment  to  the  principle  of  bis  measure,  for, 
with  eome  exceptions  which  h8  could  allude  to  in 
committee,  be  thought  it  was  as  free  from  objec- 
tion as  could  be  expected. 

He  feared  that  what  he  considered  the  best  basis 
of  our  school  system,  would  not  be  favorably  re- 
ceived by  a majority  of  the  House,  and  he  wa* 
therefore  willing  to  accept  what  might  be  esteemed 
the  second  best.  But,  in  doing  fo,  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  looked  upon  as  according  a preference 
to  the  bon.  Provincial  Secretary’s  bill,  over  views 
which  he  sincerely  entertained. 

The  lower  institutions  of  learning  in  this  Pro- 
vince would  never  be  really  efficient  and  well 
sustained  until  their  control  and  support  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  various  denominations 
of  the  country.  Emulation  and  sectarian  pride 
would  then  exert  themselves  in  a laudable  channel 
and  with  gratifying  results.  He  thought  it  but 
justice  to  himse  f to  say  this  much  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill  under  consideration,  before  if 
was  sent  to  committee.  As  there  was  no  desire 
to  excite  discussion  on  its  second  reading,  he 
would  confine  himself  to  the  few  observations  he 
had  made.  Instead  of  showing  any  hostility,  he 
was  disposed  to  support  its  leading  features  The 
measure,  if  passed  into  law,  wcu!d  be  a decided 
improvement  on  the  act  now  on  the  statute  book, 
and  on  the  whole  he  believed  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  originated  it  had  done  a service  to  the 
country.  Many  of  its  clauses  were  susceptible  of 
improvement,  and  to  some  of  these  he  would  di- 
rect attention  hereafter.  Its  worst  features  were 
its  expense,  and  the  dangerous  machinery  for  po- 
litical purposes  it  might  create.  With  the  spirit 
then  pervading  the  House,  it  was  fair  to  expect 
that  their  deliberations  would  secure  to  the  people 
such  an  enactment  as  would  stimulate  the  cause 
of  education,  and  tend  to  d:ffuse  more  generally 
its  advantages  among  all  classes. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee,  and  took 
up  the  bill. 

The  first  clause,  constituting  the  Executive  a 
Council  of  Public  Instruction,  was  read. 

Hon.  Paov.  Secretary  said — I entirely  acoept 
the  statements  of  the  hon.  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion that  he  approaches  the  subject  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  improve  the  educations!  institu- 
tions of  the  country.  I have  no  doubt  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  will  show  in  the  discussion  of  this 
measure  and  in  the  perfection  of  any  clause  that 
he  is  animated  by  a feeling  to  make  it  as  useful 
and  advantageous  to  the  country  as  is  possible  ; 
and  I receive  the  exception  which  he  takes  to  the 
character  of  this  council  of  public  instruction  as 
originating  not  from  a desire  to  embarrass  the 
Government  and  obstruct  this  measure,  but  ra- 
ther from  a desire  to  improve  it.  As  I under- 
stand the  hon.  gentleman,  he  has  no  objection  to 
have  our  educational  institutions  brought  under 
the  supervision  of  a council  of  public  instruction, 
his  objection  applies  to  its  composition.  I will  say 
at  the  outset  that  there  is  no  one  feati^e  in 
this  bill  that  has  given  the  Government  the  same 
amount  of  anxiety  as  that  connected  with  the  for* 
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j mation  of  tbla  council.  We  only  decided  upon 
placing  the  management  of  public  instruction  in 
j the  hands  of  the  Executive  after  a most  careful 
deliberation.  My  colleagues  and  myself  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  by  thi3  means  we  would  ob- 
j tain  the  best  mode  of  carrying  out  the  object  in 
j view.  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  any 
gentleman  on  either  side  is  enabled  to  chow  us 
any  means  better  adapted  to  advance  the  ends  of 
education  than  the  one  proposed,  the  Government 
| will  give  it  that  full  consideration  to  which  it  is 
enti  led.  I listened,  however,  to  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Colchester  withpnteresfc  to  hear  if  he  would 
be  a»  successful  in  building  up  as  in  pulling  down ; 
for  I take  it  that  when  he  takes  exception  to  the 
I principle  proposed,  be  should  show  the  house  a 
I better  one.  He  was  obliged,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  remarks,  to  admit  that  a body  charged 
with  duties  so  important  and  responsible,  should 
possess  the  confidence  cf  the  country.  Well,  then, 
I answer  him  at  once,  that  this  tpll  provides  this 
very  requisite.  As  long  as  the  principles  of  Re- 
j sponsible  Government  prevail  in  this  country,  as 
I long  as  the  Executive  must  possess  a majority  in 
the  House  and  in  the  country,  we  have  the  guar- 
I antee  that  the  council  of  public  instruction,  in  the 
j discharge  of  the  important  functions  which  will 
devolve  upon  it,  will  reflect  the  confidence  of  the 
people. 

Now,  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  per- 
sonally I ought  to  disapprove  of  the  principle  in 
question,  for  it  devolves  upon  me,  as  a member  of 
' the  Government,  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  ad- 
| ditional  responsibility.  We  all  felt,  when  the  bill 
was  under  consideration,  that  it  was  going  to  im- 
pose upon  the  Executive  a large  amount  of  labor, 
which  is  most  undesirable.  But  it  was  decided  to 
; place  tills  responsibility  upon  the  Government, 
j because  we  were  unable  to  find  any  other  means 
which  we  believed  would  be  satisfactory.  The 
1 boQ  member  must,  himself  feel  that  the  parties 
j charged  wiih  functions  of  go  important  a charac- 
I ter  should  discharge  them  under  the  weight  and 
j influence  of  responsibility  to  the  country.  I be- 
lieve that  it  is  impossible  for  this  Board,  constitu- 
ted as  it  is,  to  indulge  their  leanings,  political, 
religious,  or  otherwise,  in  educational  matters,  in 
the  face  of  an  intelligent  country.  I feel  that 
when  the  hon  member  admitted  that  these  func- 
tions are  of  an  important  character — that  they 
should  be  discharged  with  fidelity  to  the  country, 
by  a body  that  possesses  its  confidence — he  ar- 
gued actually  in  tavour  of  the  principle  we  pro- 
pose. I fail  to  see  any  other  means  that  would 
give  to  the  people  the  same  guarantee  that  is 
given  when  the  duties  are  entrusted  to  those 
who  must  act  under  that  sense  of  Immediate  re- 
sponsibility which  the  Government,  for  the  time 
being,  find  always  resting  upon  their 'shoulders. 
Now,  the  lion,  gentleman  did  not  say  whether 
he  would  be  satisfied  if  this  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  charged  with  such  high  functions, 
should  be  made  up  of  men  from  the  city  of  Hali- 
fax, and  therefore  become  a strictly  local  aifair. 

I am  quite  sure  if  he  wished  it  to  be  so,  he 
would  not  get  many  in  this  House  to  agree  with 
him.  No  men  in  this  Legislature  woultrbe  wil- 
ling to  entrust  to  any  men  belonging  solely  to 
the  city  — however  high  their  character  or  in- 
telligence— the  management  of  the  entire  educa- 


tional institutions  of  this  country.  On  the  other 
lrand,  if  he  is  going  to  draw  from  the  different 
sections  of  die  Province  the  men  who  are  to 
to  compose  this  body,  then  he  will  involve  this 
country  in  a very  large  expense.  Therefore,  ac- 
cording to  him,  the  House  would  have  to  choose 
between  one  of  two  princ  pies — either  to  make  a 
local  tody  composed  of  the  citizens  of  Halifax, 
or  one  composed  of  gentleman  called  from  dif- 
ferent districts,  from  day  to  day,  from  week  to 
week,  from  month  to  month,  at  very  consider- 
able expense  and  inconvenience. 

But  lurther,  J ask  the  hon.  gentleman 
where  is  he  to  find  the  men  to  compose  this 
body.  If  we  look  to  the  members  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council,  we  have  the  guarantee  that  they 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  House  and  of  the 
country  But  says  the  hon.  gentleman,  you 
can  surely  get  nine  men  that  have  no  strong 
political  leanings.  I don’t  know  where  they  are 
to  be  found  If  I go  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  Nova  Scotia,  I am  unable  to  find  a 
man  possessed  of  such  mental  vigor  and  standing 
as  would  w rrant  him  being  appointed  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  allotted  to  this  Council,  who 
is  not  influenced  by  strong  political  feelings  in 
one  way  or  other.  I repudiate  at  the  outset  the 
belief  that  there  is  any  class  of  men  in  this 
country  to  whom  the  country  looks  with  res- 
pect, th  t have  withdrawn  themselves  from  a 
deep  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  this  coun- 
try. You  will  find  here  and  there  a man  who 
pretends  he  has  w thdrawn  himself  from  public 
life  ; but  show  him  to  me,  and  T will  show  you 
a man  who  has  been  disappointed  in  the  amount 
of  influence  which  he  hoped  to  exercise  in  the 
country.  Show  me  a man  who  says  he  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  public  matters,  and  I will 
prove  him  to  be  either  one  who  has  been  unable 
to  achieve  a public  position,  or  one  who  has 
found  that  the  estimate  entertained  by  his 
fellow-men  respecting  him  is  not  commensurate 
with  that  which  he  feels  himself. 

I ask  the  hon.  member  whether  under  our 
present  system  he  would  not  in  matters  connec- 
ted with  his  own  county  rather  have  men  who 
are  able  to  answer  him  face  to  face  in  this  House, 
than  have  some  irresponsible  body  who  dischar- 
ge their  duties  in  some  room  in  Halifax,  totally 
indifferent  whether  the  country  or  the  Legisla- 
ture approve  of  their  conduct.  I believe  the 
more  the  hon.  gentleman  looks  at  the  matter  the 
m*>re  he  will  become  satisfied  that  the  present 
bill  will  give  the  people  throughout  the  country 
a greater  controlling  influence  over  the  educa- 
tional institutions  of  the  country  than  they  have 
ever  yet  possessed.  I may  say,  too,  that  whilst 
the  system  we  propose  rests  the  entire  responsi- 
bility upon  the  Government,  that  advocated  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  enable  an  Adminis- 
tration to  stand  up  and  say,  -whenever  challen- 
ged with  reference  to  this  Council  of  Public  In- 
struction, they  were  very  sorry  that  complaint 
should  be  made,  but  they  had  no  doubt  the  gen- 
tlemen who  composed  the  body  discharged  their 
duties  with  a sense  of  what  they  conceived  to  be 
just  and  right.  The  Government  could  pretend 
they  had  no  control  in  the  matter,  and  thus  avoid 
that  responsibility  which  it  ismow  proposed  to 
devolve  upon  them. 

I would  ask  any  gentleman  in  the  Housa  whe- 
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ther  he  would  rather  have  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil in  the  face  of  day  to  answer  to  them  for  the 
mode  this  bill  wa*  administered,  or  a partizan 
board,  prepared  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
Executive,  but  free  from  the  responsibility  of 
that  body.  By  this  bill,  the  management,  of 
educational  affairs  in  each  county  will,  to  a very 
large  extent,  be  local.  The  School  Commission- 
ers will  be  the  persons  who  will  carry  out  the 
system.  I will  not,  however  dwell  further  on 
subject.  It  has  been  merely  my  object  to  notice 


of  the  Government,  in  (parrying  out  the  provis- 
ions of  this  bill,  to  secure  the  services  of  the 
best  educationalists,  and  other  ise  advance  the 
educational  improvement  of  the  country,  rather 
than  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  any  political 
party. 

Mr.  Archibald  replied  briefly.  He  said  he 
had  listened  with  a great  deal  of  attention  to  the 
arguments  o the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary, 
but  they  had  failed  entirely  to  alter  the 
opinion  be  had  formed  in  reference  to  the 
■character  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 
He  did  not  believe  with  that  hon.  gentleman  that 
the  fact  that  the  Executive  was  liable  to  be 
challenged  for  their  acts  by  the  House  and  by 
the  country,  was  a sufficient  guarantee  that 
they  would  discharge  their  duties  faithfully. 
Could  it  be  pretended  for  a moment  that  the 
Government,  i the  different  appointments  they 
made,  were  guided  solely  by  whac  they  con* 
cei  ed  to  be  for  the  advancement  of  the  public 
interests  '?  Was  it  not  well  known  that  other 
re  sons  often  influenced  a Government— -that 
political  pressure  was  frequently  brought  to 
bear  upon  them — to  the  prejudice  of  the  public 
welfare  ? He  objected  to  the  principle  upheld 
by  the  Pro.  Sec.  in  loto.  What  he  desired  to  see 
was  an  independent  Board,  independent  of  th 
Executive,  since  there  was  f r greater  prospect 
of  its  acting  impartially.  He  would  be  willing 
of  course  that  the  Government  should  have  a 
majority  of  their  friends  on  the  Board,  but  at 
the  ante  time,  he  was  desirous  that  the  views  of 
the  minority  should  be  respect,  d.  He  could 
put  Ins  hand  on  many  gentlemen,  who  ympa- 
thized  with  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary,  in 
political  matters,  to  whom  he  would  have  no 
|iji  hesitation  in  entrusting  the  management  of  the 
|!j  Public  Instruction  of  the  country.  Constitute 
I this  board  with  reference  to  the  educational  re- 
j|!  quirements  and  character,  rather  than  to  the 
P'  political  leanings  of  the  men  upon  it,  and  the 
jj$ji  country  would  have  much  gre  ter  reasons  for 
l|/:  confidence  in  its  management.  He  wished  to 
I'  adopt  a rule  that  had  been  in  f rce  in  Canada 
pi  since  1847,  and  has  always  worked  admirably. 

He  did  not  oppose  this  clause  because  he  felt 
pi  any  disposition  to  injure 'the  measure,  but  be- 
!|||;  cause  he  w s convinced  it  established  a princi- 
||£'  pie  which  would  be  found  to  work  most  injuri- 
J|i;  riousl  . He  had  hoped  that  his  strong  remon 
strances  might  have  been  of  some  avail,  and  in- 
}|j  dueed  the  Government  to  step  before  it  was  too 
lii  late.  He  felt  he  had  done  his  duty  in  warning 
; the  House  against  t:  e engrafting  of  a most  obnox 
]|| § ious  and  injurious  feature  upon  the  educational 
V.|  system  of  his  country.  This  warning,  at  pre- 


sent, he  was  afraid,  was  of  no  avail,  but  he  felt 
the  time  would  come  when  the  country  would 
feel  that  he  was  right. 

Hon.  Sol  Genl. — If  it  were  not  for  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  member  who  has  just  sat 
down,  I would  not  saj^  a word.  He  said  he  was 
not  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  the  lion.  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  in  reference  to  the  < lause  just 
read.  But  I may  say  to  the  hon.  member  that 
he  has  not  answered  one  of  the  arguments  of  my 
He  has  been  already  informed  by 
Provincial  Secretary  that  it  is  much  easier 
to  pull  down  than  build  up  ; and  when  the  hon. 
member  undertakes  to  warn  the  House  and  coun- 
try against  this  clause,  be  fails  most  signally  to 
recommend  anything  better.  He  tells  us  tnat  he 
would  have  a Council  composed  of  nine  gentle- 
men, to  be  selected  by  the  Government ; but  he 
does  not  say  where  they  are  to  come  from — 
whether  they  should  be  resident  in  Halifax  and 
ignorant  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  country,  and 
of  its  actual  educational  wants  He  d d not  tell 
us  from  what  districts  they  should  come,  or  if 
he  would  select  them  from  the  coun- 
try ; nor  how  often  they  are  to  meet ; 
nor  how  they  are  to  be  paid.  I think  then  the 
hon.  gentleman  before  he  attacked  this  clause 
should  be  ready  to  propose  something  which  is 
feasible.  And  when  he  warns  us  not  to  make 
this  a political  body,  I would  say  to  him 
that  this  is  a thing  which  he  should. have 
thought  of  before.  He  should  have  consi- 
dered and  acted  in  regard  to  it  long  ere 
this,  for  it  is  well  known  that  Boards  have 
been  changed  in  this  country  by  the  late 
Government-— that  that  |ion.  gentleman  himself 
was  the  first  to  introduce  the  strife  of  political 
parties  into  our  school  system.  He  intro  u- 
ced  politics  into  the  school  Boards,  and  distri- 
bu'ed  the  people’s  money  unfairly  among  the 
different  classes  of  this  country  I have  known 
a political  aspect  given  to  a school  Board,  that 
did  not  do  justice  to  the  different  denominations 
in  the  county.  Will  the  hon.  gentleman  then 
tell  us,  that  party  politics  have  not  been  mixed 
up  with  this  question  '?  The  hon.  gentleman 
also  says,  If  you  take  this  step  now,  you  may 
not  retrace  it.  But  what  is  this  experiment,  of 
which  he  is  so  afraid  ? It  is  to  have  a Board, 
whose  duty  it  will  be  to  do  that  which  is  right 
to  the  country,  and  there  is  no  government  that 
understands  its  functions  that  ivill  dare  to  vio- 
late the  trust  reposed  in  them.  It  is  absurd  to 
say  bat.  this  is  a power  that  the  Government  it- 
self seeks.  Who  does  not  know  that  the  more 
you  give  a Government  to  do,  the  more  you  en- 
danger its  stability.  Place  any  party  in  power, 
and  give  it  nothing  to  do — give  it  no  patronage 
to  distribute — allow  it  to  come  before  this  Le- 
gislature at  certain  periods,  and  perform  certain 
limited  functions,  and  you  give  it  a tenure  of 
power  tor  life.  I hold  that  the  mord  responsi- 
bility you  throw  upon  a Government,  the  worse 
it  is  for  it,  and  therefore  any  Administration 
that  assumes  additional  responsibi  ity  does  so 
at  very  considerable  risk  Accordingly,  no  Go- 
vernment should  tfe  very  anxious  to  take  upon 
itself  additional  functions.  What  led  to  the  over- 
throw of  the  late  Government'?  Its  interference 
with  the  local  government  of  the  country,  toge- 
ther with  the  making  of  improper  appointments. 


the  objection  to  ibis  bill  which  has  been  raised^the 
by  the  hon*  and  learned  leader  of  the  opposi- 
tion. I will  but  add  that  it  will  be  the  endeavor 
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The  bon.  gentleman  talks  about  Canada.  There, 
he  says,  the  system  is  different ; but  he  forgets 
to  tell  us  that  the  counties  of  that  colony  are  in- 
corporated ; and  under  a system  of  taxation  by 
representation,  they  are  able  to  carry  out  a sys- 
tem which  we  have  not  the  machinery  here  to 
do.  The  hon  member  tells  us  that  County  In- 
spectors will  be  necessarily  political  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government.  But  he  should  re- 
member that  these  officer  will  be  in  a position 
similar  to  that  now  occupied  by  the  Schoel 
Clerks,  who  can  be  the  object  of  political  action 
at  any  moment.  I know  cases  where  School 
Boards  have  been  changed  for  th  ’ purpose  of 
changing  the  Clerks,  therefore  it  is  evident 
that  the  Inspectors  to  be  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment are  not  likely  to  be  more  subject  to 
change  than  officers  under  the  present  svstern. 

Now  what  is  this  Council  to  be  that  he  pro- 
poses. He  says  it  is  likely  to  be  of  a partisan 
character,  .that  he  could  expect  nothing  else 
than  that  the  Government  should  have  a majori- 
ty on  it.  My  experience  of  this  country  indu- 
ces me  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  if  there  is 
a majority  of  one  set  of  political  p^rtizans,  the 
arguments  ofthe  minority  will  be  of  little  avail.  It 
will  too  often  happen  as  in  the  Legislature,  that 
when  a political  question  arises,  it  will  be  settled 
in  consonance  with  the  prejudices  and  sympa- 
thies of  the  majority  rather  than  with  reference 
to  its  real  merits.  The  hon.  member  says' the 
Board  will  not  be  intrinsically  partisan  when  it 
is  not  all  composed  of  one  class  of  nlen.  I say  it 
is  partisan  to  ail  intents  and  purposes  when 
there  is  a nmjority  of  one  set.  This  majority 
necessarily  controls  everything  that  comes  up. 
Composed  of  partisans,  it  is  certain  to  act  in  a 
partizan  manner.  It  performs  he  bidding  of 
the  political  party  that  it  upholds.  We  knew 
now  what  is  the  practice  under  our  present  sys- 
tem. If  a School  Board  acts  in  a manner  anta- 
gonistic to  the  interests  of  a certain  political 
party,  it  is  certain  to  be  reconstructed  when  that 
party  is  in  power.  I ask,  then,  is  it  not  prefer- 
able that  the  Government  should  do  what  they 
do  openly  and  be  responsible  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. I ask  if  the  countrj'  has  not  a better  secu- 
rity that  justice  will  be  done  under  the  principle 
proposed  than  if  a Board  were  appointed  of  ir- 
responsible persons.  You  do  not  increase  the 
power  of  the  Government  in  any  way  whatever. 
Now  it  can  have  whatever  it  wants  done.  The 
only  difference  is  that  you  make  the  Govern- 
ment more  immediately  responsible  for  every- 
thing it  does  in  connection  with  Education  than 
hitherto  has  been  the  case. 

I wi  1 not  dwell  much  further  oa  thi=  subject. 
I will  only  ask  the  hon.  gentleman  would  he  be 
satisfied  to  have  these  nine  gentleman  drawn 
from  Halifax  alone.  Or  would  he  expect  to 
get  them  from  the  country  without  any  great 
expense?  1 need  not  pause  for  a reply  ; I know 
what  every  gentleman  in ‘this  House  who  is  not 
swayed  altogether  by  prejudice  will  reply. 
The  system,  lor  the  most  part,  will  be  managed 
by  the  Inspectors  and  by  the  Commissioners  in 
the  country.  The  principal  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  to  make  general  rules  applicable  to 
different  school  districts  in  order  to  get  a system 
organized,  and  prevent  trustees  acting  on  differ- 
ent principles,  and  in  cases  of  dispute,  to  come 


in  as  arbitrators  and  settle  them.  It  therefore 
appears  to  me  that  the  power  of  the  Government 
will  not  be  very  much  greater  than  it  has  been 
heretof  re  in  respect  to  the  management  of  Pub- 
lic Instruct!  n. 

Mr.  BLANcnAED — There  have  been  some  ar- 
guments advanced  to  retain  this  clause  in  the 
bill  which  appear  to  me  to  be  incongruous  and 
contradictory,  and  I feel  myself  bound  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  t he  subject.  We  hear 
from  both  the  Provincial  Secretary  and  the  Sol. 
General  that  the  Executive  has  shrank  from 
the  great  responsibility  cast  upon  them,  and  in 
a moment  after  we  are  told  that  this  Executive 
has  hardly  anything  to  do  with  the  matter. 
The  Commissioners  and  the  Inspectors  manage 
it,  and  the  Executive  Council  will  have  nothing 
to  do  but  frame  rules  and  regulations  in  order  to 
form  a system.  If  that  were  all  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  to  do,  what  would  be  the  danger 
of  entrusting  the  same  power  to  an  independent 
Board?  They  say  they  could  do  wrong  more 
easily  through  such  a Board  ; but  who  does  not 
know  it  is  a fact  that  a Government?  is  subject  to 
pressure — that  it  has  often  to  resist  the  pressure 
brought  to  bear  upon  it  by  its  supporters — that 
it  is  obliged,  time  and  again,  to  do  that  which 
otherwise  it  would  not.  Constitute  an  inde- 
pendent Board,  put  men  on  it  of  good  judgment 
and  honesty,  and  it  will  be  far  less  likely  to  per- 
petrate such  things  as  any  Government  might 
be  often  forced  to  do.  It  is  said  you  must  have 
this  Board,  not  entirely  from  Halifax,  but  from 
the  country.  I pray  how  is  the  country  now 
represented  in  the  Executive  Council.  Cumber- 
land and  Antigonishe  are  well  represented,  I 
admit;  but  that  the  country  has  that  represen- 
tation to  which  it  is  entitled  in  a Government  I 
deny.  Why,  the  whole  Island  of  Cape  Breton 
may  1 e said  to  have  no  representation  I look 
upon *the  Financial  Secretary  as  resident  in  Ha- 
lifax and  therefore  not  in  a position  to  properly 
represent  Cape  Breton  interests  as  far  a-'  thi3 
Board  is  concerned.  Therefore  I contend  you 
could  get  a Board  in  the  city  just  as  fairly  repre- 
senting the  country  as  does  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil. 

The  Solicitor  General  says  that  the  minority 
on  the  Board  will  be  powerless  to  effect  any- 
thing, and  therefore  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
useless.  But  is  it  not  better  to  give  the  minority 
a chance  of  having  their  views  represented  than 
to  exclude  them  altogether?  According  to  the 
principle  now  proposed,  the  arguments  of  the 
dissentients  are  never  lobe*  heard  at  all  The 
Board  is  to  wear  altogether  one  political  aspect. 
I would  -ask  how  are  other  Boards  now  consti- 
tuted ? We  know  what  is  the  fact  with  reference 
to  the  Agricultural  Board.  You  might  just  as 
well  make  the  Executive  the  Commissioners  for 
the  erection  of  the  Provincial  Building.  I am 
against  the  introduction  of  such  a dangerous 
element  into  our  legislation — particularly  in  con- 
nection with  such  a vital  interest  as  that  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction.  In  Canada  the  Executive 
Coun  ilare  not  the  Board.  In  New  Brunswick 
they  are,  but  the  Governor  is  the  President.  I 
must  express  my  surprize  that  a similar  feature 
is  not  iutrod  ced  into  the  Bill.  In  such  a case, 
the  people,  I think,  would  have  a greater  gua- 
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rantee  that  political  partizanship  would  not  be 
allowed  to  have  siuch  full  sway. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell. — Th  re  is  another 
view  which  m y be  taken  of  this  matter.  The 
Bill  proposed  by  the  Government  provides  for 
the  appointment  of  a Council  of  Public  I struc- 
tion  consisting  of  the  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  It  is  urged  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Colchester  that  that  clause  might  be  improv- 
ed by  forming  such  a Council  irrespective  ot  the 
Government.  Now,  I entertain  an  opin  on  dif- 
ferent from  the  views  expressed  on  both  sides. 

I ask,  where  is  the  necessity  for  a Board  at  all. 
A subsequent  clause  in  this  act  provides  for  the 
appointment  ot  a Superintendent  of  Education, 
who  is  to  be  the  Secretary  of  the  Council. 
What  is  to  be  the  duty  of  this  body  ? The  bill 
tells  us  first  that  “the  Council  ot  Public  Instruc- 
tion shall  have  ihe  general  superintendence  of . 
the  Normal  School.”  Cannot  that  be  discharg- 
ed by  the  Superintendent  1 “ Shall  prepare  and 

publish  regulations,  &c.”  Cannot  that  duty  be 
efficiently  performed  by  the  same  officer  ? 
“ ShaM  appoint  Inspectors  of  Schools  and  pre- 
scribe their  duties.”  Who  so  competent  to  per- 
form tha  duty  as  the  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion ! “ Shall  i ppoint  proper  qualified  persona 

to  examine  tha  students  of  the  Normal  School, 
&c”  Cannot  that  be  entrusted  to  the  same  offi- 
cer ? But  here  is  a very  irksome  duty  for  the 
Council  to  perform-to  “ recommend  suitable 
text  books  and  apparatus  for  all  schools,  as  well 
as  proper  books  for  school  libraries.”  Certain? 
ly  it  will  be  amusing  to  see  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil sitting  down  and  solemnly  determining:  this 
matter  ! I can  easily  imagine  what  a great  bore 
it  will  be  voted  by  the  Solicitor  General,  and 
other  gentlemen  in  the  Council.  ( Laughter. ) 

Therefore  I have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  ;s  no  necessity  for  such  a Board  at  all. 
With  regard  to  the  political  aspect  of  this  body, 
I entertain  a view  which  I think  should  be  seri- 
ously considered  by  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of 
this  House.  How  many  members  of  the  Exe- 
cutive already  sit  upon  these  benches  1 A very 
large  proportion  indeed,  if  we  add  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Railways,  who  is  an  important  Execu- 
tive officer.  Therefore  I conceive  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  House  to  check  every  attempt  to  increase 
the  power  of  the  Government.  It  is  a question 
which  this  Legislature  should  reflect  upon  very 
seriously.  We  have  already  passed  a bill  which 
is  to  extend  their  power  in  a very  great  degree  ; 
i mean  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  18 
Sheriffs  in  this  country.  And  now  we  are  going 
to  give  the  Executive  the  power  of  controlling 
the  whole  Educatioi  al  system  of  Nova  Scotia  to 
a most  dangerous  extent.  Consider,  for  a mo- 
ment, that  they  have  to  appoint  a superintendent, 
Inspectors,  Commissioners— in  all,  fully  800 
persons — and  you  will  see  at  once  the  danger- 
ous power  you  entrust  to  them.  In  conclusion, 
I may  say  I approach  this  question  with  a sincere 
desire  to  give  it  my  most  serious  consideration. 
I have  not  hastily  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  is  a most  dangerous  power.  It  is  giving  the 
question  of  education  a character  which  it 
should  not  possess.  This  subject,  of  all  others, 
should  be  kept  entirely  distinct  from  politics. 

Mr.  Archibald — I would  like  to  know  what 
is  to  be  the  construction  of  the  County  Boards. 


Hon.  Prov.  Sec. — It  is  unnecessary  for  roe, 
I think,  to  inform  the  hop.  gentleman  on  this 
point.  Our  action  is  sufficient  evidence  of  our 
wishes.  Fully  one  hs If  of  the  Commissioners 
are  opposed  to  the  Government. 

lion.  Sol.  General. — No  doubt  in  the  carry- 
ing out  of  this  law  some  difficulties  will  present 
themselves,  as  is  the  case  with  almost  every  im- 
portant act  placed  on  the  statute-book.  This 
bill  gives  the  Executive  power  to  put  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  measure  in  motion,  and  control 
its  operation,  which  authority  is  absolutely  re- 
quisite to  ensure  the  success  of  the  project. — 
With  regard  to  what  has  been  said  respecting 
the  expense  attending  the  operation  of  the 
bill,  the  fact  is,  that  if  we  want  work  done  we 
must  pay  for  it.  Atone  time  we  had  a Central 
Board  of  Agriculture,  which  organized  and  held 
fairs  in  different  counties  in  the  Province,  but, 
in  consequence  of  an  insufficient  remuneration 
for  services  rendered  by  the  officers  of  the  in- 
stitution it  became  dissolved.  The  only  practi- 
cal method  that  can  be  adopted  to  ensure  stabili- 
ty and  harmo  ious  action,  in  respect  to  a school 
system  of  this  nature,  is  to  place  supreme  con- 
trol in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  then  if 
any  portion  of  the  people  feel  aggrieved  with 
the  action  of  the  controllers,  it  is  competent  for 
them  to  appeal  to  the  H use,  to  which  the  Exe- 
cutive are  ever  responsible. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon. — I would  ask  the  learned 
member  for  Guysboro  (Mr.  S.  Campbell),  if 
the  secretary  of  any  company  is  not  really  the 
working  man  1 — yet  companies  have  a Board  of 
^Management,  and  hold  such  Board  responsible. 
It  appears  to  me  that  this  country  will  approve 
of  the  provision  of  this  measure  which  consti- 
tute the  Executive  Council  the  primary  Board 
of  Education,  but  as  an  Executive  Councillor, 
I must  confess  that  I shrink  from  t e duties 
the  bill  in  this  particular  devolves  upon  me,  yet 
no  effort  shall  be  spared  ou  my  part  to  facilitate 
the  operations  of  the  act,  and  carry  out  its  ob- 
jects. The  learned  member  for  • olehester,  (Mr. 
Archibald)  has  suggested  the  propriety  of  for- 
ming a controlling  Board,  of  which  members  of 
the  Government  should  not  constitute  a part, 
but  I feel  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  erect 
such  with  a prospect  of  satisfactory  operation. 
I think  the  Executive  is  the  most  proper  body 
to  undertake  the  control  of  education,  and  I do 
not  apprehend  that  any  of  the  evils  predicted  by 
the  leader  of  the  opposition  will  ensue  from  the 
arrangement.  The  government  are  responsible 
to  the  people  and  do  not  come  in  the  Legislature 
to  exercise  an  injurious  influence  or  arrogant 
control.  We  as  an  Executive  do  not  control  the 
House,  but  : re  immediately  amenable  to  it, 
and  have  to  render  an  account  of  our  acts  to  it. 
Some  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  of  the  opposition 
have  declared  that  the  measure  is  too  closely 
allied  with  politics*  and  that  it  places  in  the  Gov- 
ernment power  to  exetfc  undue  political  influence 
in  the  country,  but  there  need  be  no  fear  of  any 
such  result.  We  know  that  a strong  denomina- 
tional feeling  exists  in  this  House  and  in  this 
country,  and  will  not  these  interests  be  continu- 
ally watching  the  operati  ns  and  proceedings 
of  the  Council  oflnstruction  with  a jealous  eye  1 
There  is  but  little  danger  then  of  any  improper 
influences  being  brought  to  bear  in  connection 
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with  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  body.  I 

would  be  glad,  indeed,  if  the  Executive  Cou  cil 
could  be  relieved  of  the  duty  the  measure  im- 
poses on  it,  but  I do  not  see  how  it  can.  In  re- 
gard to’* the  expense  of  the  machinery  for  carry- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  act  into  operation;  I 
will  only  say  what  is  fully  apparent,  that  if  we 
have  work  done  we  must  pa}’  for  the  same.  I 
fully  believe  that  this  measure  is  a great  im- 
provement upon  the  p esent  system,  and  under 
it  the  Governme  twill  not  have  any  greater 
patronage  than  the}r  have  already  under  the  ex- 
isting school  law,  and  I hope  the  Executive  will, 
in  discharging  the  important  functions  the  bill 
clothes  them  with,  be  able  to  do  justice  to  all, 
and.  give  entire  satisfaction  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Archibald  thought  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  member  for  In verne  s.  (Mr.  Blanchard) 
to  make  the  Governor  one  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction,  was  a good  one,  and  if  the 
Government  were  not  inclined  to  concede  the 
whole  ground  asked  for,  they  might  adopt  that 
proposition. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  being  one  of  the 
Board,  but  no  person  knew  better  than  the  hon. 
and  learned  leader  of  the  opposition  himself 
that  such  an  arrangement  would  have  but  little 
practical  effect,  In  Canada  a meeting  of  the 
Government  and  Governor  General  seldom  took 
place.  It  was  no  disrespect  to  the  Governor 
here  to  say  that  the  responsibility  of  public 
matters  rests  almost  solely  on  the  Executive 
He  would  be  glad  to  make  the  concession  aske  1 
for  if  he  thought  it  would  be  the  slightest  safe- 
guard, but  he  was  fully  persuaded  that  it  would 
not.  The  learned  member  for  Guysboro  (Mr. 
Campbell)  had  intimated  that  the  selection  of 
school  books  was  beneath  the  dign  ty  of  the  Go- 
vernment, but  in  this  respect  he  widely  differed 
with  the  hon.  gentleman.  It  wa«  one  of  the 
highest  duties  of  a parent  to  select,  the  books 
that  are  to  mould  the  mind  of  his  children 

Mr.  McKay  said  it  was  his  opinion  that  the 
provision  to  constitute  the  Executive  the  Coun- 
cil of  Public  Instruction  was  a wise  one.  Under 
the  system  of  Responsible  Government  theExe 
entire  are  directly  responsible  through  the  As- 
• embly  to  the  people  for  all  their  public  acts. — 
The  opposition  it  appeared  were  not  agreed  in 
pinion  upon  the  question  of  education.  The 
h ader  says  something  ought  to  be  done,  and 
others  of  his  followers  say  that  the  leader  is 
wrong.  The  opponents  of  the  bid  were  not  uni- 
ted in  sentiment,  and  a house  divided  against 
itself  could  not  -land.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  proposed  measure  was  a vast  improvement 
upon  the  existing  system,  and  perhaps  as  near 
perfect  as  could,  unher  existing  circumstances, 
be  ju  tly  expected. 

Mr.  McLellan  said  the  tendency  of  this  bill 
is  to  extend  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  Govern- 
ment patronage,  which  was  already  extended  to 
a dangerous  width.  The  Executive  has  secured 
the  passage  of  an  a^t  that  gives  them  unqualified 
authority  to  select  and  appoint  all  the  Sheriffs 
in  the  Province,  and  the  measure  now  under 
consideration  purposes  to  give  the  Executive 
the  appointment  of  some  three  or  four  hundred 
additional  officers.  The  idea  is  fast  gaining 
ground  in  the  country  that  all  officers  appointed 
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by  Government  are  too  much  controlled  by  Exe- 
cutive influence  ; and  the  larger  the  number  of 
officials,  the  greater,  as  a necessary  consequence 
is  the  influence  of  the  Government.  This  bill 
places  upwards  of  three  hundred  officers  under 
Executive  control,  and  these  persons  by  virtue 
of  their  situations  wi  1 b e intimately  concern- 
ed in  managing  one  of  the  most  important  insti- 
tutions of  the  country,  that  of  public  instruction. 
In  defence  of  the  principle  of  the  measure,  the 
Provincial  Secretary  has  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  the  proper  authority  to  exercise  prime 
control  over  the  system,  because  they  reflected 
the  opinions  of  the  people.  From  this  doctrine 
I dissent,  and  may  safely  affirm  that  no  Execus 
tive  that  has  ever  existed  in  this  Province  ha- 
reflected  the  entire  sentiment  of  the  country. — 

It  has  not  in  the  past,  and  it  is  not  at  all  likely 
that  it  will  in  the  future.  There  is  a large  and 
powerful  party  in  the  country  that  difler  , with 
the  Government  of  the  day  in  sentiment,  and  it 
is  only  reasonable  to  assume  that  when  the  Ex- 
ecutive takes  charge  and  full  control  of  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  people’s  children,  prejudices  will  , 
be  awakened  and  jealousy  excited.  The  Gov- 
ernment o ght  to  pause  before  taking  action, 
with  respect  to  so  important  a subject  as  public 
instruction,  calculated  to  arouse  suspicion  and 
excite  prejudice  ; and  I am  persuaded  that  the 
proposition  to  make  the  Executive  the  Board  of 
Public  Instruction  is  looked  upon  with  grave 
suspicion  and  distrust  by  a l rge  body  of  the 
people  of  Nova  ^cotia. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  said  : The  hon  mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  overlooks  entirely 
the  fundamental  object  of  this  measure,  which 
is  not  to  increase  the  patronage  of  the  Go- 
vernment, but  to  increase  the  means  of  diffus- 
ing the  blessings  of  education.  For  years  the 
march  ot  education  has  been  retarded  by  the 
insufficiency  of  the  annual  grants.  For  years 
has  the  amount  of  grants  remained  stationary, 
and  the  primary  object  of  the  Government  in. 
framing  this  bill  was  to  increase  the  grant  and 
provide  for  expending  the  same  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. It  is  idle  to  talk  about  the  bill  giving 
political  facilities  to  the  Government,  because  it 
is  impossible  to  organize  any  body  of  persons 
in  this  province  who  are  entirely  devoid  of  po- 
litical leanings.  Under  the  existing  system  you 
have  politics  in  every  School  Board  that  per- 
vades the  country,  and  scarcely  a session  passes, 
as  hon  members  who  had  been  any  length  of 
time  in  the  House  know  full  well,  but  complaints 
from  persons  who  thought  they  had  a griev- 
ance, came  to  the  Assembly  about  school  trus- 
tees or  examiners  acting  fro  n political  motives. 
By  means  of  the  Council  of  Instruction  we  will 
be  able  to  establish  a general  and  uniform  sys- 
tem of  public  instruction  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince. and  this  is  one  of  the  principal  objects  of 
the  measure.  Will  any  person  deny  that  such 
a consummation  is  not  desirable  ? The  talk 
about  political  patronage  is  in  a measure  idle, 
the  Governments  are  responsible  to  the  people 
for  their  acts,  and  were  a change  of  Govern- 
ment to  take  place  I have  no  doubt  that  our 
successors  will  do  their  duty  and  carry  out  the 
Jaw.  I would  be  ashamed  of  the  Government 
I am  connected  with  if  they  sought  to  give  the 
operation  of  this  bill  a political  bias,  and  I feel 
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there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  on  this 
point,  and  in  opposing  the  bill  gentlemen  opposite 
are  only  endeavoring  to  raise  a bugbear  to 
frighten  some  portion  of  the  people.  I believe 
that  in  time  the  members  of  the  opposition  will 
be  compelled  to  admit  that  the  measure  now 
under  discussion  is  the  best  that  can  at  present 
be  propounded. 

Upon  the  4th  clause,  which  gives  th  3 Govern- 
or in  Council  power  to  appoint  a Provincial 
Superintendent  of  Education,  who  sh  11  “ be 
wholly  occupied  with  that  duty/'  the  Provincial 
Secretary  moved  t » strike  out  the  words  quoted, 
and  substitute  the  vords  “ also  be  Secretary  to 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,”  which  was 
agreed  to.  The  second  section,  which  read 
as  follows,  was  on  motion  of  the  Provincial  Se- 
cretary, struck  out.  “ The  Superintendent  of 
Education  shall  a - t as  Secretary  to  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction.”  The  third  section, 
which  places  the  superintendence  of  the  Normal 
School  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  was  made  the  second  section,  and 
the  Provincial  Secretary  moved  the  following  as 
a new  section  of  the  bill : 

“ The  Governor  in  Council  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  the  principal  of  the  Normal  and  Model 
School  at  a salary  not  to  exceed  $1200  per  an- 
num, who  shall  appoint  such  an  assistant,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Council  of  PubliG  Instruction 
as  may  be  found  necessary.” 

With  reference  to  the  clause  which  vests  the 
appointment  of  the  Inspectors  in  the  Executive 
Government,  Mr.  Locke  suggested  lhat  it  would 
be  more  satisfactory  to  place  the  selection  of 
the  Inspectors  in  the  district  Boards.  The 
latter  mode  would,  he  thought,  prevent  conflict 
between  the  district  Boards  and  the  Inspectors. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  said  the  object  of 
placing  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  unto  the 
hands  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  was 
to  attain  what  the  local  Board  would  not  in  all 
cases  be  able  to  attain,  viz  : persons  competent 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  situation. 

Mr.  Locke  was  of  opinion  that  the  local 
Boards  were  better  qualified  to  judge  of  the 
suitableness  of  persons  for  the  office  of  Inspec- 
tors than  the  Council  of  Instruction.  The  local 
Boards  would  be  in  a position  to  learn  the  re- 
quirements of  the  several  districts  while  the 
Council  wou  d not. 

Mr.  Archibald  thought  it  desirable  that  the 
Inspectors  should  derive  their  authority  from 
the  local  Boards,  as  it  was  advisable  that  these 
officers  should  be  kept  as  clear  of  politics  and 
political  influence  as  possible. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  to  give  the  Government 
authority  to  appoint  the  school  inspectors  in  the 
different  counties  would  be  in  effect  to  invest 
them  with  a dangerous  power.  It  was  well 
known  that  in  many  i stances  of  government 
appointments  the  best  men  for  the  situation, 
whatever  it  might  be,  were  not  se  ected  He 
thought  they  would  be  more  likely  to  get  the 
right  men  in  the  right  place  by  placing  the  ap- 
pointment of  inspectors  with  the  local  Boards. 
The  position  of  these  officers  would  enable  them 
to  exercise  much  influence,  and  be  a powerful 
engine  for  good  or  evil.  If  the  desire  wa3  to 
secure  efficient  officers,  independent  of  poli- 
tical influences,  they  must  be  chosen  in- 


dependent of  the  Government.  This  was  a 
feature  in  the  bill  to  which  he  had  a decided  ob- 
jection, because  he  felt  that  it  would  be  danger- 
ous to  place  the  selection  of  school  inspectors  in 
the  hands  of  the  Executive  Council. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  remarked  that  if  the  Exe- 
cutive Government  were  competent  to  exercise 
the  functions  of  the  position  of  Council  of  Pub- 
lic Iastriction,  surely  they  were  capable  to  ap- 
point district  inspectors.  The  object  of  this  fea- 
ture of  the  measure  was  to  introduce  a class  of 
men  who  would  carry  out  the  district  system 
proposed,  and  guide  a>id  mould  the  schools  into 
a satisfactory  form,  and  to  divide  and  split  up 
the  power  of  appointment  with  respect  to  the 
various  officers  the  scheme  embraced,  would 
embarrass  operations,  and  very  likely  defeat  the 
object  of  the  bill. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec.  said  they  had  now  got  to 
one  of  the  most  important  principles  in  the  bill, 
and  as  the  hour  at  which  they  usually  separa- 
ted, had  arrived,  he  thought  they  had  better  ad- 
journ, and  resume  the  discus  ion  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Eriday,  Feb.  26. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  House  met  at  3 p.  m. 

Mr.  Donkin  presented  the  petition  of  Alexr. 
McDonald,  an  aged  teacher  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  praying  for  a free  grant  of  land. 

Mr.  Jot,  one  from  an  aged  teacher  in  the 
county  of  Lunenburgh,  containing  a similar  re- 
quest. 

Mr.  Miller  presented  a petit' on  from  the 
Custos  and  a number  of  the  magistrates  of  the 
county  of  Richmond 

Mr.  Slocumb,  a petition  from  a number  of 
the  residents  of  Broad  Cove,  Lunenburgh,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Labrador  Fisheries ; also,  a 
petition  from  the  same  county,  praying  that  the 
existing  sch  ol  law  be  not  repealed. 

Mr.  Tobin  presented  the  petition  of  a number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Tangier,  praying  that  leave 
be  granted  to  establish  one  or  two  licensed  tav- 
er  s in  that  district — the  law  of  last  session  ha- 
ving prohibited  taverns  bemg  located  within  four 
miles  of  any  gold  district. 

Mr.  Bourinot  drew  the  attention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to an  -alleged  tyrannical  act  of  the 
Acting  Commissioner  of  the  month  in  depriving 
upon  a frivolous  pretext,  the  inmates  of  the 
Poor’s  Asylum  of  their  customary  allowance  of 
tobacco.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  in- 
stitute enquiry  in  the  matter,  and  if  wrong  had 
been  inflicted,  apply  the  proper  remedy. 

Mr.  Boukinot  also  presented  a memorial 
from  a number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  North 
West  side  of  Grand  Mira,  C.  B.,  asking  for 
more  favourable  terms  with  respect  to  payment 
for  Crown  Lands. 

Mr.  Longley  presented  a petition  from  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  An- 
napolis, praying  that  the  statute  labor  law  be  re- 
pealed. 

adjutant  general's  report. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  laid  upon  the  table  the  report 
of  the  Adjutant  General  for  the  year  1863,  and 
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gave  a highly  interesting’epitome  of  its  contents. 
He  said  : In  looking  over  >he  report  I find  that 
th  first  part  of  it  refers  to  the  previous  want 
of  militia  organization.  The  Adjutant  General 
suggests  the  desirability  of  continuing  the  sys- 
tem that  has  been  recently  inaugurated,  >-nd 
speaks  of  the  difficulty  that  has  been  experi- 
enced in  bring  the  organization  into  its  present 
state  of  effectiveness.  The  old  officers,  once  en- 
ergetic and  zealous,  became  superannuated  and 
unused  to  service,  but  they  never,  it  appears, 
became  indifferent,  and  when  the  requisition 
wa;  m de  to  reorganize  in  1860,  such  of  them 
as  survived  promptly  responded  to  the  call,  and 
performed  the  duty  required  of  them.  They 
collected  the  scattered,  sparse  remnants  of  the 
old  organization,  and  framed  them  into  the  best 
returns  they  *ere  able  to  make  out.  The  Ad- 
jutant General  estimates  that  when  the  militia 
are  fully  enrolled  the  Province  will  have  100  re- 
giments of  militia.  The  whole  number  of  first 
class  militia,  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45,  en 
rolled  in  the  Province  is  48,674,  of  whom  34,- 
873  attended  drill  last  '■  ear,  the  number  (jaat  did 
not  attend  being  12.899.  Two  regiments  were 
not  trained,  the  13th  Halifax  which  was  not 
officered  or  enrolled,  and  the  7th  Lunenburgh, 
from  which  there  were  no  returns.  In  round 
numbers,  then,  there  are  50,0C0  first  class  militia 
men  in  the  Province,  officered  by  51  substantial 
colonels,  commissioned  officers  who  have  under- 
went training  and  examination,  and  33  acting 
colonels,  men  who  have  been  appointed,  but 
have  not  passed  examination  ; 74  commissioned 
majors,  and  62  acting  majors  292  commissioned 
captains  and  340  acting  captains.  Of  first  lieu- 
tenants there  are  188,  and  365  acting  lieuten- 
ants I desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
all  the  acting  officers  have  applied  for  commis- 
sions, but  as  yet  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  training.  Wh6n  we  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  there  are  no  less  than  about  2500 
officers  connected  with  the  militia  organization 
it  is  no  wonder  that  a large  number  is  set  down 
as  acting  officers,  or  men  who  have  not  passed 
examination.  There  are  of  acting  2nd  lieuten- 
ants 348,  and  60  substantial,  paymasters  6,  ad- 
jutants 22,  acting  adjutants  52,  surge  ns  60,  as- 
sisting surgeons  80,  quarter  masters  71,  sergeant 
majors  20,  and  sergeants  2079.  There  are  104 
regiments  in  the  Province,  for  the  command  of 
which  3150  officers  are  required,  there  yet  being 
1120  wanting. 

With  respect  to  the  Volu  .teers,  before  refer- 
ring to  that  portion  of  the  Adjutant  General's 
Report,  touching  this  organization,  I may  here 
observe  that  when  the  movement  was  initiated 
large  numbers  of  the  people  rushed  into  the 
ranks,  and  continued  to  perform  duty  well  for 
a considerable  period,  but  after  a time  the  novel- 
ty of  the  thing  worked  off,  and  many  gave  up 
their  arms  and  quitted  the  ranks.  But  notwith- 
standing this,  I am  happy  to  find  that  upon  in- 
stituting a comparison  between  the  state  of  the 
force  in  1862  and  1863  there  has  not  been  any 
falling  off.  It  appears  from  the  report  that  in 
1862  there  were  54  volunteer  corps  and  2357 
effective  volunteers.  In  1863  three  corps  were 
disbanded,  with  an  aggregate  of  42  effectives, 
and  there  were  returned  for  that  year  56  volun- 
teer corps  with  2364  effectives,  so  that  it  wild  be 


seen  there  is  an  increase  of  seven  effectives  in 
1863.  I find  that  in  1862  the  average  number 
of  men  to  a company  was  42,  in  1863  the  aver- 
age was  42.  In  January,  1864,  there  were  20 
companies  below  regulation  strength.  The  Ad- 
jutant General  repeats  the  suggestion  that  the 
army  regulations  ^should  be  the  framework  of 
the  organization,  as  the  only  means  by  which  it 
can  hereafter  be  satisfactorily  cemented,  they 
being  the  result  of  experience  and  wisdom. 
The  Province  is  answerable  to  the  British  Go- 
vernment for  rifles  to  the  amount  of  $86,025,, 
which  is  a great  responsibility,  and  every  effort 
has  been  made  to  ensure  their  good  condition, 
and  with  this  view  commanding  officers  were 
called  upon  to  make  a monthly  inspection  of 
arms.  The  militia  c'taff,  which  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  maintain  for  the  more  effec- 
tually carrying  on  the  training  and  organization 
of  the  whole  of  the  local  force,  consists  of  one 
Adjutant  General,  three  inspecting  officers,  and 
seventeen  non-commissioned  staff,  the  Adjutant 
General  also  participating  in  the  inspecting  offi- 
cers7 duty.  These  officers  have  performed  their 
duty  well,  and  the  non-commissioned  officers 
had  been  sadly  overworked  and  subjected  to 
hardships  of  a discouraging  nature.  Of  this 
class  of  officers  the  Adjutant  General  speaks 
very  highly,  their  attention  to  duty  having  been 
exemplary,  and  their  conduct  good,  with  but 
one  or  two  exceptions,  in  which  the  offenders 
had  been  discharged.  The  acknowledgments 
of  the  Government  are  due  to  the  zeal  and  per- 
sever  nee  of  the  respective  officers  in  command 
of  regiments,  and  the  commissioned  and  acting 
officers  of  all  ranks,  and  to  the  loyal,  ready,  and 
even  anxious  manner  in  which  the  men  have 
universally  responded  to  the  call  to  an  unaccus- 
tomed duty.  Their  deportment  has  been,  ac- 
cording to  the  report,  characterized  by  a cheer- 
fulness and  sober  regularity  which  reflects  the 
highest  credit  on  them  and  the  Province. 

Not  long  since,  I was  in  conversation  with  a 
gentleman,  who  formerly  belonged  to  the  regu- 
lar army,  who  witnessed  the  inspection  of  seve- 
ral companies  of  militia  in  this  country,  and  he 
informed  me  that  our  militia  men  were  nearly 
as  far  advanced  in  drill  as  some  militia  in  Eng- 
land who  had  trained  four  years.  He  said  the 
people  of  this  count  y seemed  eminently  adapted 
for  military  duty,  and  that  he  saw  squads  go 
through  evolutions  in  a style  that  would  have 
been  considered  creditable  to  four  years’  volun- 
teers in  England.  Col.  Sinclair  pays  the  same 
tribute  to  the  skill  and  facility  of  the  men,  and 
says  he  was  astonished  to  observe  the  duty  so 
well  performed. 

The  Adj’t.  General  recommends  a reasonable 
and  more  liberal  support  of  rifle  practice  and  an- 
nual rifle  contest,  as  the  least  expensive,  and 
best  expedient  for  exciting  a wholesome  com- 
petitive rivalry,  this  to  embrace  regimental 
competition  as  well  as  general  annual  contests 
for  prizes  The  Volunteers  and  trained  officers 
of  Militia  having  now  arms  at  their  disposal,  the 
Adjutant  General  suggests  that  it  is  time  to 
turn  attention  to  the  non-commissioned  officers 
of  the  Militia  with  a view  to  encourage  musketry, 
and  with  the  ultimate  intention  to  extend  the 
science  and  the  practice  downwards,  which  will 
lead  to  the  arming  of  the  whole  force.  It  is  ex- 
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peeted  that  when  the  non-commissioned  militia 
officers  have  received  the  requisite  training  they 
will  be  able  to  perform  the  drill  duty  now  dis- 
charged by  the  staff.  The  Adjutant  General 
refers  to  the  contemplated  change  in  the  law  to 
include  youths  from  16  to  18  in  the  organization, 
and  not  only  highly  approves  of  it,  but  strong  y 
recommends  it,  and  makes  reference  to  the  fact 
that  military  instruction  has  been  introduced  to 
a considerable  extent  in  several  Educational  es- 
tablishments in  this  Province,  which  principle 
also  has  his  unqualified  approbation,  and  he  says 
that  the  system  obtains  very  successfully  in  the 
Island  of  Jersey  which  has  been  from  time  im- 
memorial distinguished  for  the  excellence  of  its 
militia  institutions.  Instructors  are  always 
readily  afforded  from  the  Militia  HeadQuarters  of 
this  Province  on  application  from  the  principals 
of  Educational  establishments.  The  Adjutant 
General  reverts  to  the  subject  of  the  non-com- 
missioned staff  of  the  Militia  and  submits  state- 
ments respecting  their  pay.  About  this  he  says 
that  in  the  regular  army  a first  class  staff  ser- 
geant receives  $439.30  including  rations,  per 
annum,  while  the  pay  of  Provincial  Staff  Ser- 
geants is  but  $32  per  month,  or  $384  00  per 
annum. 

With  the  present  staff  establis  ment  there 
will  be  but  one  staff  Instructor  to  every  six  Re- 
giments which  is  quite  insufficient,  and  the  Ad- 
jutant General  suggests  that  their  strength  must 
be  increased  or  the  men  will  soon  be  worn  out. 
He  also  states  in  the  Report  that  the  army  list 
of  the  Provincial  forces  is  in  a forward  state  of 
preparation,  and  will  soon  be  published,  and 
describes  the  accommodations  of  the  new  drill 
room  which  measures  109  x 60  feet,  the  armory 
of  which  is  60  x 40  feet  and  capable  of  containing 
all  the  rifles  which  are  likely  to  be  required  by  the 
city.  Below  the  armory  are  spacious  and  com- 
modious offices,  a staff  sergeant’s  quarters,  and 
cellars  which  are  sufficiently  dry  for  stores. 
The  whole  was  completed  at  a cost  of  $5084. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Kaulback  presented  a petition  from  an 
aged  teacher,  resident  at  Mahone  Bay,  asking 
for  a free  grant  of  land,  and  Hon.  Atty.  Genl. 
one  from  the  County  of  Annapolis  on  the  subject 
of  Dalhousie  College. 

THE  EDUCATION  BIEL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
Education  Bill. 

Mr.  Locke  moved  that  the  words  “ shall  ap- 
point inspectors  of  schools,”  be  struck  out  of  the 
4th  section  of  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  that  to  strike  out  that 
section  would  seriously  interfere  with  the  suc- 
cess of  the  measure,  and  defeat  its  primary  ob- 
ject, which  was  to  elevate  the  school  by  provid- 
ing a thorough  inspection. 

Mr.  Locke  contended  that  the  C>  mmission- 
ers  of  School  Boards  in  the  different  counties 
were  the  best  judges  of  the  fitness  of  persons  for 
the  office  of  Inspector.  If  the  appointment  was 
Tested  in  the  Government,  they  would,  in  making 
the  selection,  be  influenced  by  the  wishe5  of  the 
members  supporting  the  Executive.  He  believed 
the  feeling  of  the  House  was  decidedly  in  favor 
of  placing  the  appointment  of  the  Inspectors 
with  the  local  Boards. 

Mr.  Miller  said  he  approved  of  the  clause 


which  constituted  the  Government  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  but  he  objected  to  the 
Executive  having  the  appointment  of  the  district 
inspectors,  because  he  conceived  that  the  politi- 
cal machinery  in  connection  with  it  would  lead 
to  mischievous  and  dangerous  results.  He 
would  not  say  that  this  or  any  other  Govern- 
ment would  abuse  the  power  thus  vested  in 
t em,  but  it  was  enough  tor  him  to  know  that  it 
was  liable  to  abuse,  and  therefore  had  better  not 
exist  It  would  be  a great  curse  to  any  county  to 
impose  on  it  a set  of  political  officers  in  connec- 
tion with  any  public  dut^,  but  more  particularly 
so  with  respect  to  the  matter  of  education.  He 
opposed  this  clause  en  principle  ; he  thought  it 
gave.the  Government  too  great  a power,  and  an 
influence  that  might  operate  injuriously  to  the 
public  interests. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  coincided  with  the  views 
expressed  by  the  hon  member  for  Richmond, 
(Mr.  Miller)  He  objected  to  the  principle  of 
giving  the  Governmen  the  right  to  constitute 
the  Board  of  Education.  Generally  the  mem- 
bers of  an  Executive  in  this  country  are  not 
adapted  for  the  position,  they  are  not  chosen  for 
their  competency  in  this  respect,  but  selected  for 
other  qualifications.  He  would  put  it  to  the 
House  in  all  seriousness,  if  nine  men  could  not 
be  found  in  the  rural  districts  just  as  competent 
to  discharge  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  Board 
of  Education  as  the  nine  gentlemen  that  consti- 
tuted the  Executive  Government.  If  he  were 
to  appeal  to  the  members  of  the  Government 
themselves,  he  did  not  think  they  w uld  deny 
the  affirmation  The  Government  were  already 
ent  lusted  with  the  exercise  of  too  great  a power, 
and  to  extend  that  any  further,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  schools,  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  dangerous  to  the 
interests  of  the  country.  In  respect  to  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  school  bill,  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  consent  to  take  away,  at  least,  all 
semblance  to  a political  character.  As  it  stood 
it  was  of  a political  character  and  bias  through- 
out. Education  ought  to  be  kept  clear  from 
the  influence  of  politics.  Where  was  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  increase  of  power  sought  to  be 
obtained  by  this  bill?  Had  not  the  Exe- 
cutive enough  already  ? What  was  the 
state  of  the  House  ? Their  supporters  oc- 
cupied all  one  side  of  it — had  besieged  the 
Clerks’  table,  and  gained  possession  of  as 
large  a share  of  the  bench  as  the  other  side. 
Surely  then  there  was  no  necessity  for  further 
monopoly.  It  was  inimical  to  the  interests  of 
the  rising  generation  to  connect  politics  with 
education.  He  had  hoped  the  day  would  come 
when  the  strife  of  party  polices  would  abate  — 
It  would  better  comport  with  patriotism  to  avoid 
instilling  in  the  rrinds  of  the  youth  of  the  day 
the  poisoning  political  prejudices  and  passions 
that  already  so  largely  obtained ; but  means 
were  now  proposed  whereby  the  same  virus 
ould  be  made  to  permeate  the  rising  generation. 
He  entirely  concurred  with  the  proposition  to 
place  the  appointment  of  school  inspectors  with 
the  local  Boards.  He  hoped  that  the  passage  of 
the  measure  was  not  a foregone  conclusion,  and 
that  the  House  would  evince  in  dealing  with  the 
bill  that  meed  f independence  it  had  exhibited 
on  other  occasions. 
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Hon.  Fin.  Secretary  said  his  experience  had 
taught  him  that,  as  a general  rule,  the  Clerks  of 
the  1 cal  Boards  were  not  chosen  so  much  from 
considerations  of  ability  and  competency  as  with 
reference  to  their  poverty. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  the  more  he  con- 
side  edthe  matter,  the  more  fi  mly  convinced 
was  he  that  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  im- 
mediately by  the  Government  was  fraught  with 
great  danger.  When  he  heard  the  arguments 
of  non.  gentlemen  opposite,  he  could  Dot  help 
recalling  other  days  when  they,  assumed  a very 
different  position.  He  remembered  how,  when 
the  Gold  bill  was  under  discussion,  they  de- 
nounced some  of  its  provisions  as  giving  too 
dangerous  a patronage  to  the  government — so 
much  so  that  the  House  was  induced  to  exclude 
the  Gold  Commissioner  and  all  his  subordinates 
from  any  participation  in  politics.  Yet  now 
were  the  Government  appointing  any  number 
of  School  Inspectors  throughout  Nova  Scotia, 
who  must  exerci  e a most  dangerous  power. 
These  men  would  go  twice  a year  into  the  dif- 
ferent districts,  become  familiar  with  the  people, 
visit  the  schools,  and  have  all  the  school-masters 
under  their  thumbs.  Theref  re  it  was  evident 
they  were  possessed  of  facilities  for  exerting  in- 
fluence not  surpassed  by  any  class  of  men  in 
the  country.  It  was  well  known  how  they  were 
to  be  appointed.  The  Government  would  na- 
turally turn  to  the  several  members  who  sup- 
ported them,  and  on  their  recommendation  the 
men  would  be  appointed.  He  was  not  so  much 
afraid  of  the  Government  themselves,  for  he 
believed  that  nine  gentlemen  managing  the 
public  affairs  would  endeavor  to  do  that  which 
is  right  What  he  really  feared  was  the  pres- 
sure and  influence  that  are  brought  to  bear  con- 
tinually upon  all  administrations  and  to  which 
they  are  forced  to  yield,  despite  their  convictions. 
He  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  hon.  Financial 
Secretary  declaring  that  in  some  counties  the 
clerks  of  the  School  Boards  were  inefficient  men 
and  appointed  because  they  were  poor.  He  (Mr. 
B. ) knew  the  same  counties  with  which  he  sup- 
posed that  hon.  gentleman  was  perfectly  fami- 
liar. Take  the  county  of  Richmond  for  instance. 
Was  Mr.  John  Fuller  appointed  because  be  was 
poor  7 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec. — He  is  poor. 

Mr.  Blanchard. — Would  the  hon.  gentle- 
man say  that  Mr.  Fuller,  the  old  Sheriff,  was 
selected  because  of  his  inefficiency  and  poverty  7 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a more  re- 
specrable  class  of  men  than  those  who  now  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  clerks  could  not  be  found. 
He  instanced  his  own  county,  (Inverness) 
where  one  is  the  Prothonotary,  and  the  other, 
Mr.  Henry  Taylor,  the  richest  man  in  his  end 
of  the  County.  Could  any  men  be  appointed 

more  thoroughly  competent  7 He  was  positive 
there  could  not.  When  it  was  shown  to  the 
House  that  the  Comrni  sioners  did  not  discharge 
their  duties  faithfully,  it  would  be  allowable  to 
refuse  them  the  right  of  electing  their  own 
clerks.  He  believed  they  were  far  more  com- 
petent to  select  good  men  than  the  members  of 
the  County,  for  they  were  not  so  likely  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  strong  political  feelings  as  the  lat- 
ter. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  said  he  did  not  think  that 


the  men  named  by  the  hon.  member  for  Inver- 
ness, would  be  willing  to  undertake  the  serious 
responsibility  of  acting  as  Inspectors  of  Schools. 

Mr.  Blanchard. — I have  no  hesitation  what< 
ever  in  saying  that  Mr.  James  McDonneii  is  the 
fittest  man  to  undertake  the  duties  of  Inspector 
of  Schools  in  the  County  of  Inverness. 

Mr.  Henry  continued  : — Mr.  James  M<  Don- 
nell was  an  intelligent  and  respectable  man,  but 
if  he  were  asked  if  he  was  competent  to  examine 
an  academy  such  as  proposed  he  would  be  certain 
reply  in  the  negative.  He  (Mr.  Henry)  con- 
tended that  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
required  officers  in  every  county,  apart  from 
the  Commissioners,  to  send  in  distinct  reports. 
If  the  Inspector  was  made  subordinate  to  the 
Board,  his  report  would  be  naturally  in  accord- 
ance with  their  views  ; but  under  the  system 
proposed  the  Government  would  have  an  officer 
immediately  responsible  to  them  It  was  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  if  tbe  Inspector  were 
under  the  entire  control  of  a partis  n School 
Board,  his  r ports  would  be  coloured  more  or 
less  according  to  the  views  of  the  majority. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  thought  it  wise 
that  the  Inspector  should  have  increased  respon- 
sibility. It  was  necessary  to  have  a system 
that  would  work  harmoniously — that  would  li- 
able the  Government  to  feel  that  they  had  a 
guarantee  of  educational  matters  being  proper- 
ly supervised  in  every  county.  He  was,  how- 
ever, < isposed  to  place  these  School  Inspectors, 
as  well  as  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  in 
the  same  category  with  the  Gold  Commission- 
ers, and  keep  them  from  all  participation  in 
elections.  He  was  desirous  of  keeping  educa- 
tion entirely  free  from  political  influences,  and 
he  thought  the  suggestion  he  had  made  would 
remove  the  tears  of  the  hon.  members  on  the 
opposition  benches.  By  this  means  he  was  per- 
suaded the  country  would  have  the  guarantee 
of  having  the  services  of  a class  o.f  men  who 
were  known  to  be  comparatively  free  from  poli- 
tical prejudices,  and  who  would  not  be  liable  to 
removal  for  political  reasons 

Mr.  Locxe  stated  that  he  was  fully  convinced 
that  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  by  the  Go- 
vernment was  most  injudicious.  The  clause 
giving  this  power  had  altogether  too  much  of 
a political  leaning  in  it.  The  Government  seem- 
ed to  evince  a desire  to  grasp  and  devour  all 
that  was  possibly  within  their  reach.  Again  the 
Solicitor  General  had  signi  led  his  willingness 
to  make  the  Superintendent  of  Education  a per- 
manent officer.  This  was  certainly  a sweet  pro- 
position— very  sweet  indeed  for  the  opposition. 

Mr.  Blanchard — The  hon.  Solicitor  General 
had  said  that  the  gentlemen  he  (Mr.  B.)  named 
were  not  competent  to  examine  Academies  such 
as  are  provided  for  by  this  measure.  Now  the 
fact  was  this  bill  did  not  contemplate  that  the 
Inspectors  should  examine  Academies,  as  it 
especially  directed  that  this  duty  should  be  per- 
formed by  the  Superintendent  of  Education. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  said  that  not  many 
years  ago  the  present  Attorney  General  was 
strongly  in  favor  of  a different  principle  to  that 
which  it  was  proposed  to  carry  out  in  the  bill 
before  the  House. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec  said  that  if  anything  were 
wonting  to  convince  him  of  the  sound- 
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ness  of  the  measure  it  was  supplied  by  the 
fallacy  of  the  arguments  the  opponents  of  it 
adduced.  If  the  principle  now  under  discussion 
was  struck  out,  the  effect  would  be  to  emascu- 
late the  measure  He  did  not  see  why  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  should  not  recom- 
mend those  men  they  thought  most  fitted  to 
occupy  the  several  offices  in  their  respective 
counties.  Who  were  in  a better  position  to  be 
held  responsible  for  the  character  of  that  officer 
than  the  men  who  possessed  the  confidence  of 
the  people  and  were  sent  into  the  Legislature 
to  represent  their  interests  ? It  was  no  novelty 
if,  under  this  clause,  the  gentlemen  representing 
the  respective  counties  were  to  have  the  privi- 
lege in  question.  Every  one,  acquainted  with 
the  system  of  government  in  this  province,  was 
aware  that  they  had  this  right  n w.  Not  long 
since  the  hon,  member  for  Victoria  represented 
to  the  Government  that  the  School  Board  in 
that  county  did  not  fairly  represent  its  different 
interests— that  under  the  late  Government  it  bad 
been  monopolized  by  their  friends.  He  submit- 
ted the  names  of  other  gentlemen  for  that  Board, 
and  they  were  appointed  and  the  School  Clerk 
was  changed  The  hon  member  was  of  course 
responsible  for  the  competency  of  the  men  he 
recommended  to  the  House  and  country.  And 
this  it  would  be  remembered  occurred  under  the 
law  as  it  now  stands.  The  hon.  member  for 
Inverness  had  alluded  to  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  denounced  the  centralization  of  power 
which  the  Gold  Bill  was  likely  to  give. 
At  his  suggestion  the  bill  was  changed, 
and  the  Commissioners  were  denuded  of  all 
political  power.  Now  he  had  no  objection 
whatever  to  apply  the  same  principle  to  the  case 
of  these  Inspectors,  for  he  had  every  desire  to 
keep  them  free  from  all  political  influences. 
Neither  would  he  have  any  objection  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  these  officers  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Education,  if  it  met  the  views  of  gentle- 
tlemen  on  the  opposition  benches  All  that  he 
desired  was  to  secure  the  services  of  thoroughly 
competent  men  to  supervise  the  educational 
system  in  every  county.  It  was  necessary  to 
have  a man  of  education  and  character — who 
would  devote  his  time  and  energies  to  secure 
the  important  objects  that  are  desired  under  the 
bill.  In  order  to  obtain  the  services  of  such  a 
man,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  receive 
adequate  compensation  ; and  the  bill  therefore 
provided  that  he  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasu- 
ry 7s.  6d.  for  every  semi  annual  inspection  of 
each  school,  and  that  he  shall  also  receive  a cer- 
tain amount  of  salary  as  clerk  to  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  did  not  appre- 
hend the  same  difficulties  as  suggested  them- 
selves to  his  hon.  friends  in  respect  to  this  clause 
under  consideration.  He  believed  that  when 
the  House  passed  the  first  section  they  gave  the 
the  Government  the  entire  control  of  the 
management  of  Education.  He  did  not,  there- 
fore, attach  the  same  importance  to  this 
clause,  though  he  was  willing  to  admit  that  it 
was  not  unlikely  to  give  rise  to  unfair  play  at 
times.  If  the  members  supp  rting  the  Govern- 
ment had  a right  to  recommend  these  Inspect- 
ors, the  danger  that  political  partisans  would  be 
appointed  was  considerable.  He  therefore  was 


glad  to  hear  the  hon.  P ovincial  Secretary  inti- 
mate that  he  had  no  objection  to  entrust  the  ap- 
pointment of  these  Inspectors  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Education.  Such  a concession  would 
be  most  gracious,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
made. 

Hon.  Atty  Gen.— Itsems  to  me  that  we  do 
not  sufficiently  consider  the  principle  that  should 
guide  us  in  considering  these  subjects.  The 
discussions  both  of  yesterday  and  to-day  are 
such  as  naturally,  pemaps  necessar  ly,  result 
from  a system  of  self-government  in  a small 
community  such  as  Nova  Scotia.  Divided  as 
a small  commnnity  is,  un^er  our  principles  of 
government,  the  Administration  must  have  of  ne- 
cessity a very  large  and  powerful  influence  in  the 
regulation  of  the  affairs  of  the  country.  In  many 
instances  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  have 
this  power  for  the  useful  exercise  of  those  func- 
tions which  they  are  called  upon  to  perform. 
But  the  moment  you  come  to  bring  the  principle 
into  operation  you  find  yourselves  met  precisely 
by  the  objections  which  have  been  made  to-day. 
Those  who  are  in  opposition  dread  the  accumu 
lation  of  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
and  they  pass  by  in  the  discussion  of  questions 
like  this,  what  should  be  the  primary  considera- 
tions entirely.  What  ought  to  be  the  primary  con- 
sideration here  ? How  are  you  to  get  the  most 
efficient  Inspectors  of  Schools.  But  the  investi- 
gation has  gone  off  into  a very  different  line. 
How  are  you  to  get  such  an  arrangement  as  will 
give  the  least  power  to  the  government  and  do 
the  least  injury  to  the  opposition  in  a political 
aspect.  It  is  natural  such  an  argument  should 
he  urged.  The  House,  however,  must  exercise 
its  own  discretion  and  act  contrary  to  all  such 
considerations.  No  one  can  doubt  for  a moment 
that  upon  the  efficient  character  of  the  Inspectors 
depends  the  benefit  > f the  bill  now  to  be  passed. 
If  you  can  obtain  efficient  Inspectors  of  Schools 
you  have  made  an  improvement  in  the  Educa- 
tional Institutions  most  largely  in  advance 
of  anything  that  exists  now.  Now  I put 
it  to  any  gentleman  that  hears  me  if  there 
can  be  the  slightest  hesitation  in  his  judg- 
ment as  to  the  parties  most  calculated  to  ap- 
point efficient  Inspectors — men  having  intelli- 
gence, education,  manner,  and  energy.  That  is 
the  kind  of  men  we  want.  Now  the  School 
Boards,  except  in  cases  where  you  appoint  cler- 
gymen— and  I do  not  know  to  what  extent  this 
is  done  throughout  the  Province — are  not  likely 
to  be  so  constituted  as  to  make  selections 
of  the  character  I wish.  Ev  n if  competent  to 
do  so,  it  is  not  likely  they  will  be  ready  to  sacri- 
fice the  several  considerations  that  press  upon 
them,  in  order  to  secure  the  best  men.  There 
will  be  so  many  influences  brought  to  bear  upon 
them  that  they  will  be  in  most  instances  led 
astray.  In  the  appointment  of  Commissioners 
themselves  there  is  felt  a great  deal  of  difficulty. 
You  are  obliged  to  make  your  selections  with  a 
view  to  various  considerations  that  are  seconda- 
ry to  the  main  point.  You  ought  to  appoint 
the  best  Commissioners,  in  respect  to  their  capa- 
city ; but  you  cannot  do  it.  You  have  to  con- 
sider their  political  principles  as  well  as  reli- 
gious tenets.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  in 
fact,  it  is  impossible  to  select  the  best  men. — 
You  are  so  fettered  by  various  considerations 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES.  63 


that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  suitable 
Boards,  to  whom  you  would  be  wilting  to  en- 
trust tbe  appointment  of  such  important  officers 
as  Inspectors. 

I am  not,  however,  prepared  to  go  quite  as 
lar  as  my  hon.  friend  the  Provincial  Secretary. 
Whilst  ever  ready  to  yield  to  the  advice  of  the 
gentlemen  supporting  the  Government,  I think 
that  in  an  appointment  of  this  kind,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  pass  by  the  earnest 
solicitations  of  one  of  their  supporters,  if  they 
felt  the  appointment  urged  was  inappropriate. 
If  they  acted  otherwise,  they  would  fail  in 
the  duty  they  owe  to  the  country. 

The  remarks  of  the  hon.  member  for  Colches- 
ter show  conclusively  what  must  be  the  impres- 
sion of  every  intelligent  mind  on  this  subject. 
It* instinctively  struck  him  that  having  conceded 
the  first  clause,  m king  the  Government  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction,  the  objections  in 
respect  to  the  Inspectors,  are  not  of  so  mu  h 
weight  as  some  fcon.  gentlemen  seem  to  think 
they  are.  You  cannot  legitimately  object  to 
the  Council  exercising  the  natural  and  proper 
functions  devolving  upon  them,  because  they 
are  the  Executivgof  Nova  Scotia,  as  I have 
already  said,  you  have  settled  that  principle  in 
the  first  clause.  You  are,  in  fact,  arguing  over 
again  whether  it  is  right  to  carry  out  a princi- 
ple already  adopted. 

One  word  as  regards  the  remark  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Guysboro’  with  respect  to  the  Muni- 
cipal Incorporation  Act.  The  answer  is,  the 
people  rejected  it.  The  hon.  member  says  the 
framer  of  the  bill  communicated  what  his  views 
were.  That  does  not  touch  the  present  question. 
That  bill  gave  to  the  people  the  selection  of  their 
Commissioners  of  Schools.  Whether  they 
would  have  wisely  exercised  that  power,  time 
alone  could  tell.  If  you  want  your  bill  to  be 
efficient,  you  must  take  the  risk  of  its  being 
abused  politically.  I don’t  think  it  will  be  so. 
I consider  the  Government  would  be  acting 
veryunwisely  if 1 heyselected  men  not  thoroughly 
competent  to  undertake  the  duties  of  Inspector. 
By  doing  so,  they  would  necessarily  injure  them- 
selves in  popular  estimation,  and  eventually  per- 
haps destroy  a meas  ire  which  is  of  their  own 
formation.  However,  I am  quite  willing  to 
remove  these  Inspectors  from  all  political  in- 
fluences, and  perhaps — for  I do  not  like  to 
express  any  opinion  hastily — I would  place 
Schoolmasters  in  a similar  position. 

Mr  Locke  said  that  his  amendment  was  in- 
tended to  take  the  appointment  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  executive  and  give  it  to  the  local  b®ard. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  the  principle  running  all 
through  the  bill  was  to  place  the  responsibility 
of  all  the  appointments  contemplated  in  the 
bill  in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  and  it  was 
for  the  house  to  decide  whether  this  idea  should 
be  preserved  throughout.  Why  was  it,  he 
would  ask,  that  this  power  was  given  ? Because 
the  governmen  represented  the  interests  of  the 
different  denomi  ations  into  which  the  Province 
was  divided.  And  in  a country  like  this,  where 
so  many  sectarian  jealousies  prevailed,  he 
thought  that  it  was  wise  that  the  power  should 
be  so  vested — and  that  the  responsibility  of  the 
educational  system  of  the  country  should  rest 


with  the  government,  who  would  be  answerable 
to  the  people. 

Mr.  Miller,  although  he  preferred  to  give 
the  appointment  of  inspectors  to  the  local 
Boards,  would  rather,  if  that  could  not  be  ac 
complis'ied,  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  council 
of  public  instruction  than  with  the  superintend- 
ent. 

Mr.  Ciias.  Campbell  expressed  his  disappro- 
val of  placing  the  appointment  of  inspectors  in 
the  hands  of  the  superintendent  of  education. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  did  not  anticipate  any 
difficulty.  It  was  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  perfect  harmony  should  subsist  between 
the  superintendent  and  his  subordinates,  and  it 
was  not  likely  that  he  would  select  any  except 
those  best  qualified  for  the  office. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  the  best  mode  of  selecting  these 
inspectors  should  be  agreed  upon.  If  ther  ■ was 
a minister  of  public  instruction  there  would  be 
no  difficulty.  The  main  reason  why  he  wished 
to  have  an.educational  board  distinct  from  the  ex- 
ecutive was  because  he  believed  that  the  mo- 
ment they  were  invested  with1  their  important 
functions  they  would  rise  superior  to  politi- 
cal considerations  and  in  their  choice  of  officers 
would  be  guided  solely  by  the  fitness  of  the  per- 
son for  the  office.  Although  it  was  true  that  the 
superintendent  of  education  under  this  bill 
would  be  the  officer  of  the  executive,  subject  to 
be  removed  at  their  pleasure,  yet  he  conceived 
that  whoever  they  might  select  would  be  the 
fittest  person  to  appoint  ihose  who  were  to  act 
under  him  as  instructors  of  the  public  mind. 
Hence  it  was  he  hailed  with  pleasure  the  decla- 
ration of  the  Hon.‘Provincial  Secretary  that  he 
had  no  objection  to  leave  the  appointment  of  the 
inspectors  in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent. 
And  who  he  would  ask  was  so  competent  to 
make  the  selection  as  the  man  who  e duty  it 
was  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  edu- 
cational wants  of  the  people,  and  whose  duties 
would  necessarily  place  him  in  the  best  posi- 
tions to  judge  ot  the  qualific  tions  of  the  men 
v ho  were  fitted  for  the  situation  ! He  would 
again  repeat  that  his  only  object  in  making 
these  observations  was  the  desire  he  had  to 
keep  this  subject  free  from  political  bias  and 
in  that  spirit  he  accepted  the  concession  made 
by  the  Prov.  Secretary. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  replied  that  it  was  his  de- 
sire to  select  the  best  men  for  the  office.  The 
inspectors  would  be  the  aids  and  assistants  ot 
the  superintendent  and  he  was  sure  that  even 
as  the  law  stood  no  government  would  appoint 
any  maa  to  the  office,  who  did  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  that  official. 

Mr.  Locke  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Archibald  felt  that  the  course  pursued 
by  the  hon.  Prov.  Sec.  in  agreeing  to  the  modi- 
fication of  the  bill,  entitled  him  to  the  thanks  of 
the  house. 

The  fifth  clause  of  the  bill  then  passed  by  a 
large  majority. 

Several  other  clauses  passed. 

On  the  reading  of  the  eighth  clause  Mr. 
Pryor  thought  that  some  provision  should  be 
made  for  the  travelling  expenses  of  tne  Com  - 
missioners. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  there  was  no  doubt 
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that  these  gentlemen  we re  entitled  to  remu- 
neration for  their  services,  but  he  was  happy  to 
say  they  had  previously  discharged  their  on- 
erous duties  without  pay.  He  was  afraid  that 
if  any  provision  was  made,  it  would  make  the 
system  too  expensive. 

Mr.  Pryor  did  not  press  his  motion. 

The  tenth  clause  of  the  bill  passed  and  the  com- 
mittee adjourned. 

Hon.  Proy.  Sec.  by  command,  laid  on  the 
table  the  election  writ  for  North  Queens,  to- 
gether with  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Sheriff. 

Then  the  house  adjourned  until  3 o’clock  the 
next  day. 


Saturday,  Feb.  27 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

PRELIMINARY. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell,  Chairman  of  the 
South  Colchester  Election  Committee,  asked 
leave  to  adjourn  until  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a petition  from 
certain  members  of  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  church, 
Bridgewater,  in  oppos:tion  to  a Bill  introduced 
by  the  member  for  Lunenburg  to  incorporate 
the  same. 

Mr.  Pryor — from  Lawrencetown  and  Cole 
Harbor,  against  the  passage  of  a grant  of  a water 
lot  to  one  John  Robertson. 

Dr.  Brown— a petition  for  a way  office. 

Mr.  Longley — from  Lower  Granville,  on  the 
subject  of  Dalhousie  College. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane,  by  command,  laid  on 
the  table  the  Report  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Forrester 
on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Cowie — from  inhabitants  of  Liverpool, 
asking  for  a change  in  a mail  route. 

Hon.  Fin.  Secy — from  inhabitants  of  Arichat, 
to  legalize  certain  assessment  rolls.  He  also  in- 
troduced ape  ition  in  accordance  therewith 

Mr.  John  Campbell — from  inhabitants  of 
Milton,  in  relation  to  the  practice  of  depositing 
saw  dust  in  rivers  and  harbours,  thereby  impe* 
ding  the  navigation. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Cowie,  depre- 
cating the  practic  e the  Hon.  Sol.  General  inti- 
mated that  he  intended  to  introduce  a bill  on  the 
snbject,  and  would  see  that  the  views  of  peti- 
tioners were  carried  out. 

Hon  Sol.  Genl.  introduced  a bill  to  legalize 
the  Jury  List  for  the  County  of  Antigonishe. 

Mr.  Parker  presented  a petition  from  Kenry 
Schwartz  on  the  subject  of  Railway  Damages. 

the  education  bill. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  Bills, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Education 
Bill. 

Hon.  Prov,  Secy,  moved  the  10th  clause. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  the  present  law 
contained  a provision  to  prevent  the  Clerks  of 
School  Commissioners  from  engaging  in  trade. 
He  saw  no  such  provision  in  the  present  Bill  as 
to  the  Inspectors. 

Mr.*BLANCHARD  said  that  the  reason  why 
the  provision  was  found  necessary  was  because 
these  cb-rks  were  often  engaged  in  trade,  and 
pursued  the  practice  of  paying  the  school  teach- 
ers in  goods  instead  of  money.  He  thought  if 


the  necessity  existed’1  under  the  present  law — 
much  more  would  it  be  needed  under  this  bill. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  bonds  were  also  required  by  the  existing 
law,  and  that  no  provision  was  conta  ned  in  this 
bill  for  them. 

Mr.  Longley  saw  no  reason  why  these  men 
should  be  excluded  from  engaging  in  trade. 

After  further  remarks  the  hon.  Provincial 
Secretary  said  it  was  a matter  of  matter  of  in- 
difference to  him  whether  they  inserted  the 
provision  or  not. — There  did  not,  however,  seem 
to  be  the  same  n cessity  for  it  now  as  formerly. 
He  agreed  that  bonds  should  be  required  from 
the  Inspectors  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
their  duties. 

The  clause  was  amended  so  as  to  contain  this 
last  provision. 

On  the  reading  of  the  12th  clause  Mr.  Miller 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
provision  for  female  schools. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  did  rot  think  it  necessary 
to  make  any  special  provision  for  them.  If  in 
any  district  it  was  found  necessary  to  establish 
them,  the  law  as  it  stood  would  allow  of  such 
being  done. 

Dr.  Slocumb  thought  the  14th  clause  of  the 
Bill  met  the  objection  of  the  member  for  Rich- 
mond. ^ 

Mr.  Miller  did  not  think  so.  In  many  dis- 
tricts of  the  Province,  it  was  absolutely  necessa- 
ry to  have  good  female  schools,  and  nis  object 
was  to  have  a clause  inserted  in  the  Bill  to  pro- 
vide for  their  establishment  when  required. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  was  of  opinion  that  the  law 
as  it  stood  gave  the  Council  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion ample  power  to  meet  the  difficulty.  The 
mam  object  he  had  in  view  was  to  provide  such 
a salary  for  the  school  teachers  as  would  com- 
mand the  services  of  competent  persons.  The 
main  reason  why  Educatio  n was  in  such  a 1 n- 
guishing  state  was  because  of  the  inadequacy  of 
the  pay  they  received  forHheir  services.  In 
order  to  accomplish  his  object,  it  therefore  be- 
came necessary  to  limit  the  number  of  schools, 
and  he  was  atraid  that  if  this  an  endment  was 
rassed  it  would  seriously  interfere  with  the  ef- 
ficiency of  the  Bill. 

Mr  Locke  thought  that  if  the  provision 
asked  for  was  not  given,  the  result  would  be 
that  the  female  children  would  be  shut  out  from 
any  benefits  under  the  bill. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  and  Mr  Bourinot  both 
expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  encourage- 
ment being  given  to  the  establishment  of  good 
female  schools. 

After  a few  other  remarks  Mr.  Miller  moved 
an  amendment  to  give  the  people  power  to  es- 
tablish female  schools  in  the  yarious  districts 
subject  to  the  approval  of  Council  of  Public  In- 
struction. 

On  division  the  amendment  was  lost  by  a con- 
siderable majority. 

Mr.  Archibald  then  moved  the  following 
amendment,  whish  was  agreed  to  without  divi- 
sion : — 

After  the  word  “ Instruction,”  in  the  12th 
clause,  “ No  more  than  one  school  shall  be  held 
in  any  school  section  unless  in  cases  where  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Inspector  of  schools 
for  the  district  the,  the  Council  of  Public  In- 
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struction  shall  permit  separate  schools  for  the 
diffe  ent  sexes.” 

The  clauses  from  14  to  24,  both  inclusive, 
were  passed  without  discussion.  On  the  25th 
clause,  which  relates  to  the  annual  meeting  of 
rate  payers  to  decide  whether  schools  shall  be 
supported  by  assessment  or  subscription,  being 
read,  Mr.  Archibald  moved  to  add  the  words, 
“ that  rate  payers  shall  mean  those  whose 
names  are  include .« iu  the  last  county  rate  roll  as 
assessed  on  property,  a d not  for  poll  tax  only/' 
v/hi  h was  agreed  too  The  26th  clause  was 
then  read.  Mr.  Miller  took  objection  to  the  fol- 
lowing words  in  the  section  referring  to  annual 
meetiugs  : “and  the  majority  shall  decide  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  such  support  (for  schools^ 
shall  be  received,  whetheir  by  assessment  or 
subscription.”  lie  thought  the  clause  ought  to 
be  amended  so  as  to  prevent  the  majority,  if 
disposed,  frqjn  tyrannizing  over  the  minority  ; 
he  suggested  that  the  words,  “with  the  approval 
of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction”  be  added  to 
the  sentence  above  quoted. 

Mr.  Blanchard  arid  Mr.  Longley  opposed  the 
proposition,  they  contended  that  the  majority 
ought  to  have  the  right  to  decide,  and  in  all  cases 
it  was  a correct  principle  that  the  minority  . c- 
cede  to  the  dermoids  of  the  majority.  Mr.  S. 
McDonnell  agreed  with  Mr.  Miller.  Hon.  Prov. 
Sec.  opposed  Mr.  Miller’s  proposition.  Mr. 
Bianchard  said  with  regard  to  assessment  the 
decision  of  that  question  ought  to  be  left  with 
the  people. 

The  amendment  was  not  pressed,  and  the 
clause  then  passed,  als  • the  27ih  and  28th.  The 
29th  clause  was  then  read.  It  gives  the  Trustees 
power  to  contract  with  and  employ  a licensed 
teacher,  or  teachers  for  the  section,  and  deter- 
mine the  amount  of  his  or  their  salaries,  which 
must  be  procured  from  the  people  by  voluntary 
subscription  or  assessment,  and  not  by  fees  per 
pupil,  a d provides  that  “ in  case  the  sum  agreed 
upon  fails  to  be  realized  the  Trustees  shall  be 
empowered  to  raise  the  balance  by  assessing  the 
inhabitants,  such  assess  uent  being  made  for  the 
whole  amount  required,  and  the  subscription  of 
those  who  have  paid  deducted  from  their  assess- 
ment.” 

Mr.  McLelan  enquired  what  the  above  sec- 
ti  i meant,  and  asked  if  the  intention  was,  in 
i * i-i:  of  a deficiency,  to  assess  the  whole  sum 
required  iu  the  first  place,  on  the  inhabitants  in- 
discriminately 

Hon.  Pkov  Sec  sad.  yes.  His  object  was 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Teachers  in  all 
cases. 

Mr.  V i ller  said  the  clause  gave  the  Trustees 
an  arbitrary  and  obnoxious  power,  as  it  auti.o- 
rized  them  to  assess  the  people  against  their  will. 

Mr  Coffin  thought  this  one  ot  the  best  lausts 
in  the  bill.  J'he  Trustees  w ould  be  esponsible 
for  the  payment  of  the  Teao  er’s  salary,  aud  it 
was  only  right  to  give  them  the  power  of  secur- 
ing the  means  ot  prynient. 

Mr.  Miller  ^aid  the  effeet  of  the  bill  as  it 
fl‘ood  ould  be  to  give  the  Truste*  s power  to 
assess  all  the  inhabi  ants  of  the  « istrict  lor  the 
Teac  er’s  salary,  even  if  many  ot  such  inhabi- 
tants derived  no  benefit  from  the  school 

Mr  McLellan  said  the  clause  in  the  Bill 
would  app^  justly  were  the  sy  stem  to  be  open 
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schools  and  general  assessment,  but  it  would 
Dot  be  just  to  apply  it  to  close  schools.  He  did 
not  approve  of  the  principle  of  assessing  the  peo- 
ple against  their  wishes. 

Hon  Prov  Sec  said  it  would  not  be  as  un- 
just to  assess  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  gen- 
erally as  it  would  be  to  compel  the  trustees  to 
pay  the  teacher’s  salary  out  of  their  own  pock- 
ets in  case  there  was  not  enough  subscribed,  or 
to  deprive  the  teacher  of  his  pay. 

Mr.  Blanchard  thought  the  law  implied 
that  every  school  supported  by  assessment  shai 
be  free.  There  was  no  section  in  the  bill  de 
daring  that  such  schools  shall  not  be  free.  He 
would  ask  the  Attorney  General  to  look  care- 
fully into  the  bill  to  c-ee  if  he  could  discover  any 
clause  providing  that  they  shou  d not  be  free 
and  open  schools. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress, and  the  House  resumed,  and  immediate- 
ly adjourned. 

Monday,  29th  Feb. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  house  met  at  ten  o’clock,  and  went  into 
committee  on  bills,  and  took  up  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  revision  and  consolidation  of  the 
Statutes. 

A number  of  chapters  were  read  and  passed, 
all  those  likely  to  provoke  any  lengthened  dis- 
cussion being  held  over. 

On  the  chanter  referring  to  public  exhibitions, 
Dr.  Hamilton  moved  an  amendment  to  raise 
the  license  paid  by  circuses  travelling  through 
the  country,  t $20  Mr.  Longley  thought  the 
tendency  of  such  exhibitions  was  injurious  and 
was  desirous  of  obliging  them  to  pay  a con- 
siderably larger  sum.  Hon.  Solicitor  General 
did  not  consider  a circus  of  itself,  immoral, — no 
more  so  than  any  large  exhibition  that  neces- 
sarily brings  together  a large  concourse  of 
people.  Mr.  Longley  contended  that  a circus, 
unlike  an  agricultural  or  similar  exhibition, 
had  no  useful  eff  ct  upon  the  interests  of  the 
couniry  ; they  were  only  held  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  money  out  of  the  people’s  pockets,  by 
persons  whose  character  was  qu  stionable.  On 
a divisio  , the  motion  was  lost. 

The  house  adjourned  at  one,  until  three 
o’clock. 

afternoon  session. 

House  resumed  at  3 o’clock. 

Hon.  Prov.  Si  c , by  command  laid^on  the 
table  the  educational  report  for  1863,  together 
with  reports  of  inspectors  in  Kings,  Annapolis, 
Pictou  and  Colchester  counties 

The  reports  were  read  by  the  clerk  and  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  education. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  , by  like  command,  laid  on 
the  table  the  report  upon  emigration. 

Hon  Prov  , ec  , also  laid  on  the  table  copies 
of  corre  spondence  with  the  department  at  Wash- 
ington, on  the  subject  of  agriculture. 

Mr  Blanchard  a$k«-d  special  leave  to  present 
a petition  from  an  aged  school  t-acherof  Inver- 
ness, (John  Campbell,)  praying  fora  free  grant 
of  land. 

HIGHWAY  LABOa. 

The  House  went  into  committee  on  bills  on 
the  revised  statutes,  and  took  up  chap.  64,  of  high, 
way  labor. 
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Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  explained  that  the 
law  now  under  consideration  was  the  new  law 
— from  which  certain  counties  were  exempted 
at  the  time  it  passed. 

Hon.  1 rov.  Sec.  called  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  members  to  the  consideration  of  this 
act  as  it  was  of  great  importance  to  this  coun- 
try. 

The  Hon.  Speaker  said  that  he  would  not 
again  go  ov  r the  grounds  which  had  occa  ion- 
ed  them  to  oppose  the  bill  when  it  was  first  in- 
troduced. He  believed  that  it  was  not  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  he  should  content 
himself  by  moving  that  his  own  county  (Digby,) 
be  exempted  from  its  operation. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  thought  that  the  motion 
should  be  that  the  old  law  be  re-enacted. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  coincided  in  that  opinion. 

Mr.  Blais  chard  thought  it  better  o test  the 
Louse  upon  the  general  question. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  if  the  motion  was 
made  against  the  act  altogether,  then  gentlemen 
representing  these  counties  in  which  it  had  been 
tried,  would  have  an  opportunity  of  informing 
the  house  as  to  its  practical  working. 

Mr.  Miller  did  not  think  the  course  proposed 
by  the  member  for  Guysborough  was  necessary. 
If  certain  counties  desired  the  act,  let  them  have 
it,  and  let  those  who  did  not  wish  it,  be  exempted 
from  its  operation. 

Mr.  Killam  said  that  the  law  had  been  tried 
in  his  county,  and  he  had  not  heard  any  com- 
plaints against  it,  and  upon  enquiry  from  the 
.surveyors  he  could  not  find  much  difference  in 
the  quanti  y of  work  performed.  He  would 
object  to  going  back  to  the  old  system.  If  the 
present  law  was  defective  let  it  be  amended. 

Hon.  Speaker  would  only  move  to  have  the 
county  of  Digby  exempted  from  t.he  act.  The 
law  might  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  some  counties,  and  he  did  not  wish  to 
shut  out  any  from  the  benefits  of  the  act  who 
might  desire  it. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  said  that  it  would 
be  as  well  that  the  House  should  understand 
this  question.  In  the  first  place  there  was  the 
old  law  under  the  revised  sfatutes.  Then  there 
was  the  new  law  passed  in  1862,  which  was  the 
law  now  before  the  Committee.  This  law  did 
not  come  into  operation  till  1863.  The  counties 
of  Cape  Breton,  Inverness,  Victoria,  and  Digby 
wore  exempted  from  its  operation,  and  in  1863 
the  county  of  Lunenburg  was  added  to  tue  list 
of  exemptions  The  proper  course  for  those  gen- 
tlemen who  were  adverse  to  the  bill  was  to 
move  that  in  their  counties  the  old  law  be  sub- 
stituted tor  the  present. 

Dr.  Brown  said  that  the  new  statute  labor 
law  had  been  in  operation  in  Kings  during  the 
past  year  Like  all  new  laws,  it  had  proved 
distasteful  to  many,  and  if  he  was  not  mistaken, 
the  feeling  against  it  in  South  Kings  predomi- 
nated. There  was  no  doubt  that  the  new  law 
was  imperfect  and  required  revision  or  improve- 
ment. The  defect  referred  to  by  the  learned 
speaker  was  the  principal  difficulty.  It  (the 
new  aw)  increased  the  labor  largely  in  the 
populous  and  wealthy  districts,  where  it  was 
less  needed,  and  diminished  it  in  the  outlying 
districts,  where  it  was  more  needed.  This  was 
ft  great  fault,  but  one  that  might,  he  thought,  be 


corrected  by  the  legislature.  Another  defect 
was,  that  it  was  not  equitable.  It  taxed  the  > 
proprietor  of*10  or  20,000  dollars  less  in  propor- 
tion than  him  who  possessed  500.  This  wag 
wrong,  and  ought  to  be  corrected,  and  made  like 
other  taxes — an  equal  pound  tax.  He  hought 
it  would  be  unwise  o retrace  our  steps  and  go 
back  to  the  old  law,  which  was  clearly  in  favor 
of  the  rich  and  oppressive  to  the  poor  settler. — 
He  was  aware  that  it  would  he  popular  to  go 
back  to  the  old  law,  but  it  was  evident,  he 
thought,  sooner  or  later,  we  must  come  to  taxa- 
tion to  keep  up  our  roads.  He  was  unwilling, 
he  said  in  conclusion,  to  relinquish  the  principle 
of  the  new  Act. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  thought  that  the  best  way 
would  be  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  deferred  for 
three  months,  and  then  if  a majority  decided  to 
retain  th  bill,  a special  motion  could  be  made  to 
exempt  certain  counties.  He  was  personally  in 
favor  of  the  Bill,  although  it  was  objected  to  in 
the  county  he  represented.  He  thought  it  bet- 
ter to  retain  the  Bill  and  remedy  whatever  de- 
fects existed  in  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  said  that  the  operation 
of  the  act,  in  the  outlying  districts  of  the  County 
of  Halifax,  had  not  been  successful.  It  was 
found  rot  to  work  as  well  in  the  poorer  dis- 
tricts as  the  old  law,  and  the  e.tect  had 
been  to  reduce  the  amount  of  labor  one  third. 

Mr  Bill  said  that  in  King’s  County  the  ef- 
fect of  the  present  law  had  been  greatly  to  di- 
minish the  amount  ot  statute  labor  performed. 
He  thought  that  the  old  law  was  preferable, 
and  he  intended  to  move  that  King’s  County 
be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  present  act. 

Mr  James  Fraser  (who  was  almost  inau- 
dible to  the  reporter)  was  understood  to  be 
favourable  to  the  present  law,  with  some  mo- 
difications 

Mr.  Parker  said  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  understand  in  what  position  the  question 
stood,  as  there  were  some  three  or  four  amend- 
ments before  the  committee.  In  Colchester 
the  people  were  genera'ly  in  favor  of  the  ex- 
isting law,  with  some  improvements  that  might 
be  made  in  it.  The  main  reason  why  he  ap- 
proved of  it  was,  beca  se  it  bore  less  heavily 
on  the  poorer  class  than  the  old  law  did. 

Mr.  Chirchill  thought  that  the  present 
law  might  be  improved  by  increasing  the 
quantity  of  labor  to  be  performed. 

Hon.  Mr  McFarlane  suggested  that  a sim- 
ple way  of  meeting  the  difficulty  would  be  to 
increase  the  number  of  hours’  work  required 
in  each  day  from  eight  hours  to  ten.  This 
would  remedy  a serious  defect  in  the  bill, 
the  diminu'ion  of  the  quantity  of  labor  per- 
formed in  the  outlying  aud  thin.y  settled  dis- 
tricts. 

Mr.  Allison  coincided  in  the  views  just 
expressed. 

Mr.  Blackwood  thought  that  in  making 
laws  they  should  be  as  general  as  possible. 
The  present  had  been  tried  in  his  country, 
and  jalthough  in  some  instances  it  had  not 
quite  come  up  to  what  hsd  been  expected, 
yet  still  it  had  been  generally  approved  of. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  policy  of  imposing 
greater  burthens  upon  the  poorer  class  in  the 
back  districts.  * 
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Dr.  Hamilton  said  that  the  present  law 
was  not  adapted  to  the  circumstances  ol  certain 
counties  In  the  counties  of  Kings  and  Annapo- 
lis for  instance,  which  were  partly  composed  of 
low  lands  and  partly  of  mountainous,  it  was  most 
inapplicable  A greater  portion  of  labor  was 
thrown  into  the  level  districts  than  was  requir- 
ed, while  the  mountainous  part,  which  re- 
quired the  most,  was  but  inadequately  supplied. 
He  would  prefer  the  old  law  with  some  amend- 
ments. One  defect  which  he  thought  should 
be  remedied  was  that  a man  who  had  three 
sons  under  age  was  obliged  to  perform  six 
days  labor  for  them,  in  addition  to  what  he 
had  himselt  to  perform.  * Again  he  could  not 
see  why  a man  over  sixty  should  be  exempt 
from  road  tax  any  more  t an  from  his  poor 
and  county  rates. 

Mr.  Archibald  agreed  with  the  member 
for  Halilax  (Mr.  Shannon)  that  the  great  dif- 
ficulty which  resulted  from  the  present  law 
was  the  diminution  of  labor  in  the  poorer  dis- 
tricts. This  he  thought  could  be  remedied  by 
increasing  he  number  of  days’  work  fr9m  two 
to  three  days. 

Mr.  Coffin  thought  that  it  would  be  unwise 
to  do  away  with  the  present  law — as  far  as  it 
had  been  tried  it  had  given  general  atisfaction. 
He  thought  it  better  to  leave  the  poll  tax  as  it 
was,  and  increase  the  number  of  days’  labor  re- 
quired from  men  of  property. 

Mr.  Pryor  approved  of  the  general  princi- 
ple of  the  bill— it  required  some  modification 
so  as  to  increase  the  quantity  of  labor  in  the 
poorer  districts. 

Mr.  Donald  Fraser  said  that  although  the 
result  of  this  bill  had  been  to  decrease  the  quan- 
tity of  labor  performed  in  Pictou  about  one- 
third,  he  approved  of  its  general  features,  and 
he  des  red  to  maintain  it  after  it  had  been  m di- 
fied  so  as  to  increase  the  quantity  if  labor  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  Longley  said  that  it  was  evident  this 
bill  was  very  unpopular.  In  the  populous  dis- 
tricts they  complain  that  there  is  too  much  labor 
performed,  and  in  the  scattered  districts  that 
there  is  not — and  yet  it  was  singular  that  there 
was  only  one  petition  against  it,  and  that  was 
presented  by  himself.  He  thought  that  this 
matter  had  better  be  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  he  would  be  quite  willing  to 
abolish  ihe  law,  and  let  the  counties  assess 
themselves  for  the  amount  of  work  which  is  re- 
quisite. That  he  considered  the  fairest  princi- 
ple. A man  who  was  hired  to  do  a day’s  labor 
would  do  more  than  if  acting  under  compulsion. 

. Mr.  S.  Campbell  thought  it  best  to  let  the 
committee  now  sitting,  dispose  of  this  vexed 
subject.  The  question  to  decide  was,  should 
they  adopt  the  new  law  or  go  back  to  the  old 
one.  He  suggested  a resolution  to  the  effect 
that  the  committee  recommend  to  the  house  to 
edopt  as  a law  of  the  land  the  act  of  1862 
Gentlemen  by  voting  for  such  a resolution 
would  not  pledge  themselves  to  the  details  of 
such  a measure ; it  would  be  quite  competent 
for  them  to  propose  some  amendment.  His  ob- 
ject was  simply  to  test  the  opinions  of  the 
house. 


Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  the  house  had  been 
discussing  whether  they  would  retain  the  new 
law,  or  repeal  it  and  go  back  to  the  old  one,  In 
the  discussion  of  the  subject,  some  lion,  gentle- 
men contended  that  the  law  had  worked  well 
— that  wherever  it  had  been  tried,  they  had 
reason  to  be  satisfied.  Others,  again,  asserted 
that  the  principle  w s good,  but  that  the  bill 
required  some  amendment,  to  provide  more  la- 
bor in  the  large  settlements.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  stated  that  the  law  wasg  most  un- 
satisfactory, and  that  it  should  be  entirely  re- 
pealed. Now  the  best  plan  was  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  house  as  to  the  old  and  new  laws, 
Any  gentlemen,  by  voting  for  the  new  law, 
would  not  preclude  himself  from  voting  that  his 
county  should  be  excluded  when  the  measure 
came  to  be  discussed  in  detail. 

Mr,  Tobin  said  that  formerly  there  was  a 
statute  labor  aet  in  force  in  Halifax,  just  the 
same  s in. the  country.  It  was  very  difficult 
for  the  citizens  to  give  it  up.  The  mind  of  man 
was  continually  ruuning  in  grooves.  It  resem- 
bled a waggon  travelling  on  an  old  road  ; the 
wheels  constantly  stuck  in  the  ruts.  It  should 
be  the  endeavor  of  all  intelligent  men  to  free 
themselves  from  time-worn  prejudices  and  no- 
tions, and  take  up  those  principles  and  ideas 
which  are  more  consonance  with  the  spirit  of 
the  age,  The  hon.  gentleman  then  moved  the 
following  resolution : — 

“ Resolved — That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House 
the  statute  labor  law  should  be  abolished,  and 
that  4he  sessions  should  be  empowered  to  as- 
sess their  respective  counties  to  the  amount 
required  for  the^repair  of  roads  and  bridges.” 

This  motion  was  lost  by  a very  large  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Archibald  then  moved  al  resolution 
which,  in  effect,  approved  of  the  principle  of 
the  new  law.  On  a division  his  motion  wag 
carried.  He  then  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  also  adopted  : — Resolved  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  house  to  refer  this 
chapter  to  a select  committee  to  raake^arrange- 
ments  for  the  larger  proportion  of  road  labor 
for  the  poorer  districts. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported. 

The  following  select  committee  were  chosen 
to  take  into  consideration  the  statute  labor  law: 
— Kiliam,  E.  L.  Brown,  James  Fraser,  Don- 
kin, B ackwood,  Miller,  Tobin,  Locke,  Blan- 
chard, Allison,  Jo  t,  Dr.  Hamilton. 

Dr.  Bkown  prese  ted  a petition  from  Peter 
Shay,  an  aged  teapher,  asking  for  the  usual 
grant  of  land. 

The  house  then  adjourned  until  three  o’clock  , 
the  next  day. 


Tuesday,  March  1. 

The  House  met  at  3 p.  m. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr.  Bourinot,  by  special  leave,  presented  the 
petition  of  a number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Glace 
Bay,  in  the  county  of  Cape  Breton,  in  regard  to 
wharf  property  and  privileges.  The  petition 
affirms  that  owing  to  a monopoly  exercised,  with 
respect  to  wharf  accommodation,  by  the  Glace 
Bay  Mining  Company,  trade  is  fettered  and  ira« 
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provements  prevented.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bou- 
rinot the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Tobin,  Mr. 
Bourinot,  and  Mr.  Miller. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  a number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Guysboro, 
against  Dalhousie  College,  and  in  so  doing  re- 
marked that,  he  reserved  the  right  of  either  sup- 
porting or  opposing  the  prayer  of  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  McKinnon  presented  a petition 
from  a number  of  the  residents  of  the  county  of 
Antigonish,  concerning  complaints  about  letters 
being  lost  on  their  transit  from  the  place  from 
whence  directed. 

Hon  Pro.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a reply  to 
the  question  asked  by  Mr.  Bourinot  a few  days 
ago  concerning  the  alleged  act  of  the  acting 
Commissioner  of  the  month  in  depriving  the  in- 
mates of  the  Poor  Asylum  of  their  usual  aliow- 
a ce  of  tobacco  upon  some  triviaf  pretext,  and 
observed  that  when  the  information  was  applied 
for,  he  (Pro.  Sec  ) had  expressed  the  opinion 
that  'he  matter  would  end  in  smoke  and  it  ap- 
peared it  had,  as  the  tobacco  had  been  restored. 
He  read  a note  from  one  of  the  Commissioners 
which  stated  that  at  a meeting  held  on  that  day, 
Tuesday,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Hon.  M.  B. 
Almon,  seconded  by  Hon.  Edward  Kenny,  re- 
solved that  the  privilege  of  using  the  customary 
quantity  of  tobacco  be  restored  to  the  inmates 
of  the  Institution,  the  acting  Commissioner  to 
have  authority  to  suspend  the  supply  in  certain 
eases  for  sufficient  reasons. 

Mr.  Bourinot  observed  that  he  was  now  glad 
that  he  had  directed  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  subject.  The  act  in  question  was  an  ex- 
ercise of  arbitrary  power  that  he  was  persua- 
ded the  House  would  not  sanction  or  the  peo- 
ple tolerate. 

Mr.  Longley  was  surprised  to  see  so  much 
importance  attached  to  what  appeared  to  him  to 
be  but  a matter  of  trifling  moment.  It  would 
appear,  judging  from  ihe  amount  of  feeling  that 
bad  been  manifested  in  this  case,  that  the  high- 
est crimes  cn  the  catalogue^  offences  were  to 
stop  a man’s  grog  or  tobacco.  He  never  recol- 
lected of  having  observed  so  much  sympathy 
arising  from  such  an  insignificant  cause.  Th 
use  of  tobacco  was  almost  as  great  an  evil  as 
the  use  of  rum,  and  therefore  the  act  of  the  Com- 
missioner was  one  that  ought  to  elicit  commen- 
dation, rather  than  excite  condemnation.  Res 
pecting  the  merits  of  the  act  in  question,  he  dif- 
fered from  the  bon.  member  from  Cape  Breton, 
(Mr.  Bourinot)  and  all  who  sympathized  with 
the  person  who  was  deprived  of  his  tobacco — 
the  man  ought  not  to  have  learned  to  use 
the  article. 

Mr.  Slocumb  presented  a petition  from  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Chester,  pray- 
ing that  the  act  passed  last  session  which  set  off 
Chester  from  the  rest  of  the  County  of  Lunen 
burg,  for  municipal  purposes,  be  not  repealed. 

THIRD  READING  OF  BILLS. 

Several  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
passed  a third  reading,  and  were  sent  to  the 
Council  for  concurrence. 

SURVEY  OF  LUMBER. 

Upon  the  chapter  relating  to  the  survey  of 
lumber  being  read,  as  agreed  to  in  Commit  ee, 


Dr.  Slocumb  observed  that  under  the  law  con- 
tained in  the  chapter,  the  title  of  which  had 
just  been  read,  boards  that  did  not  contain  ten 
superficial  feet  were  dec  ared  “refuse,’’  and 
brought  but  half  the  pri  eof  merchantable  lum- 
ber in  the  market,  to  t e great  loss  of  the 
manufacturer.  While  lumbering  in  the  woods, 
the  axemen,  frequently  found  trees  which  were 
crooked  or  bent,  about  eight  or  nine  feet  from 
the  stump,  and  as  this  part  could  not  be  manu- 
factured into  merchantable  boards,  it  was  conse- 
quently cut  off  and  left  to  rot  on  the  ground. — 
He  wished  the  provision  he  complained  of  re- 
moved from  the  statutes,  for  he  conceived  it  to 
bear  unjustly  upon  manufacturers,  and  moved 
that  the  chapter  be  recommitted  for  the  purpose 
of  striking  out  the  clause  he  complained  of. 

Mr.  Killam  said  that  boards  not  containing 
ten  superficial  feet  each  wrere  of  little  value  fur 
exportation.  He  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Blanchard  remarked  that  if  they  struck 
out  the  clause  objected  fo  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Lunepburg,  (Mr.  Slocumb.)  they  would  re. 
move  alt  designation  of  standard,  and  boards 
one  foot  long  would  then  under  the  bill  be  mer- 
chantable. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  boards  under  ten  feet 
long  were  almost  valueless  for  shipping  purpo- 
ses, and  it  would  not  pay  to  transport  such  to 
the  West  India  market.  A board  containing 
but  ten  feet  was  but  a very  small  piece,  and 
while  such  lumber  might  do  for  home  consump- 
tion, it  would  not  answer  the  purposes  of 
general  trade. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  suggested  that  the  hon. 
mover  add  a rider  to  the  chapter  to  the  ef- 
fect that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  shall  not  ap- 
ply to  merchantable  lumber  for  home  consump- 
tion. 

Mr.  Locke  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  Hon.  Pro.  Sec  A person  in 
Yarmouth  might  procure  lumber  from  a manu- 
facturer in  Cumberland,  and  in  such  a case  it 
would  be  a home  transaction,  but  the  buyer 
might  want  ultimately  io  ship  the  article  to  a 
foreign  market. 

Mr.  Tobin  w s opposed  to  any  amendment  in 
the  existing  law,  and  felt  confident  that  a rider 
of  the  nature  suggested  by  the  Provincial  Secre- 
tary would  not  operate  satisfactorily,  because 
lumber  often  passed  through  various  hands  in 
this  coun  ry,  each  being  the  owner  in  turn,  and 
w-as  shipped  by  the  last  holder.  If  they  reduced 
the  standard  of  lumber,  as  a natural  consequence 
the  price  would  proportionably  recede,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  see  that  the  manufacturer 
could  possibly  be  benefited  in  any  way  by  the 
alteration  sought  to  be  obtained  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Lunenburgh. 

Mr.  Slocumb  s id  it  would  prove  of  advan 
tage  to  the  manufacturer,  because  in  case  the 
desired  amendment  was  made  in  the  law  he 
wrould  be  entitled  to  the  price  of  merchantable 
lumber  for  pieces  containing  less  than  10  ft.which 
were  now  classed  “refuse,”  and  according  to 
usage  charged  only  at  half  rates,  although  the 
quality  of  the  small  prices  was  just  as  good  as 
that  of  the  larger.  In  consequence  of  the  res- 
triction he  had  mentioned,  there  was  annually 
large  quantities  of  excellent  lumber  left  to  decay 
in  the  woods,  which,  v>,  ere  the  law  altered,  would 
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be  hauled  to  the  mills  and  sawn  up  In  his 
opinion,  the  quality  of  the  article  should  be  the 
criterion,  as  regards  price,  and  not  the  quantity. 

Mr.  Coffin  would  ask  the  lion  mover  how- 
low  he  wanted  to  reduce  the  standard  ? Would 
he  make  pieces  containing  five  or  s x feet  mer- 
chantable ? If  the  standard  was  reduced  he  felt 
sure  such  change  would  prove  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  trade.  No  person  would  purchase 
a large  quantity  of  lumber  if  compelled  to  take 
many  small  pieces  with  the  lot. 

Mr.  Blackwood  thought  it  would  be  m re 
jus  Wo  fix  the  standard  by  the  length  of  the 
board  rather  than  the  quantity  of  contents.  For 
instance,  a board  twelve  feet  long  and  only  six 
inches  w ide,  contained  six  superficial  feet,  yet 
for  ordinary  purposes  was  more  valuable  than 
one  of  greater  width  and  less  length,  although 
of  larger  contents. 

Mr.  Lawrence  thought  the  existing  law  had 
worked  very  well,  and  was  opposed  to  any 
change  being  made  f-t  present. 

Upon  the  question  being  taken  upon  Mr.  Slo- 
cumb’s  motion,  the  same  was  lost  by  a vote  of 
28  to  13. 

PETIT rON  AND  BILL. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  presented  the  petition  of 
a number  f the  inhabitants  of  New  Glasgow,  in 
the  county  of  Pictou,  praying  for  the  passage  of 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a sti« 
pendary  Magistrate  for  hat  town,  and  he  intro- 
du  ed  a bill  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of 
the  petition. 

education  bill. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee and  took  up  the  Education  Bill,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
29th  sertion,  which  reads  as  follows  : — ‘ It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  contract  with 
and  employ  a licensed  teacher,  or  teachers  for 
the  section,  for  a period  of  not  less  than  five 
months,  and  to  determine  the  amount  of  his  or 
their  salaries,  which  must  be  procured  from  the 
people  by  voluntary  subscription  or  assessment, 
and  not  by  fee3  per  pupil.  And  n case  the  sum 
agreed  upon  for  the  support  of  the  sohool  at  the 
annual  meeting  fails  t > be  realized,  the  Trustees 
shall  be  empowered  to  raise  the  balance  by  as- 
sessing the  inhabitants,  such  assessment  being 
made  lor  the  whole  amount  required,  and  the 
subscription  of  those  who  have  paid,  deducted 
from  their  assessment.” 

Hon.  Prov  Sec.  said  that  v.  hen  last  before 
the  Committee,  it  was  suggested  by  some  hon. 
members  that  this  clause  conflicted  with  other 
portions  and  provisions  of  the  bill.  He  had 
since  then  minutely  examined  the  clauses  refer- 
red to,  and  had  found  that  the  objection 
the  hon.  member  for  Richmond,  that  persons 
might  be  compelled  to  pay  towards  the  support 
of  the  schools  who  had  derived  no  benefit  there- 
from was  well  founded.  His  only,  or  at  least  the 
primary  object  in  introducing  the  provision 
objected  to  was  to  provide  tor  the  pay- 
ment of  the  teacher’s  salary.  The  in- 
tention was  to  benefit  the  teachers,  by 
elevating  them  from  their  present  anomalous 
position  and  guaranteeing  to  them  adequate  pay 
for  services  given.  It  was  impossible  |to  enlist 
the  services  of  capable  and  talented  men  in  the 
cause. of  education,  unless  effectual  provision 


was  made  to  remunerate  them  for  their  labor, 
and  the  clause  in  question  was  inserted  to  secure 
the  realization  of  the  conditions  of  the  contracts 
entered  into  with  teachers.  Under  such  a law 
the  teacher,  when  making  an  engagement  with 
the  Trustees,  would  have  an  assurance  that  bis 
pay  was  safe  and  would  be  forthcoming  at  the 
proper  sea  on.  It  would  not  be  fair  to  make 
the  Trustees  liable  for  the  teacher’s  salary  with- 
out providing  means  whereby  they  can  obtain 
the  money  to  fulfil  the  contract.  In  order  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  leader  of  the  opposition, 
and  remove  some  of  the  objections  urged  agai  st 
the  clause  by  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness, 
(Mr.  Blanchard)  and  the  hon.  member  for 
Richmond,  (Mr.  Miller)  he  proposed  to  add 
after  the  word  “ realized”  the  words  “ at  the  end 
of  the  first  quarter,”  and  after  the  word  assess- 
ment at  the  end  of  the  paragraph,  the  words, 
“ and  the  school  shall  be  declared  free  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  entire  section.”  The  effect  of 
this  alteration  would  be  to  provide  for  an  assess- 
ment at  the  expiraiion  of  the  first  quarter,  pro- 
vided the  required  sum  was  not  paid  previous 
to  that  date,  and  when  such  assessment  had  been 
levied  to  compel  the  Trustees  to  throw  open  the 
schools  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  entire  district. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  his  objection  went  fur- 
ther than  the  premises  covered  in  the  alteration 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary.  He 
said  on  a previous  day,  and  he  repeated  it  now, 
that  this  bill  provided  for  frej  schools.  There 
was  nothing  in  it  to  prevent  such  a construction 
being  put  upon  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  ten- 
or of  it  favored  such  an  interpretation.  With 
respect  to  schools  supported  by  subscription,  it 
was  not  stated  in  any  clause  that  persons  who 
do  not  subscribe  shall  not  send  their  children  to 
such  schools.  But  apart  from  this,  he  objected 
to  the  clause  because  it  was  sought  to  introduce 
the  principle  of  compulsory  assessment  by  a co- 
vert mode,  and  not  in  a straightforward  way  and 
manly  manner.  If  it  were  the  intention  of  the 
Provincial  Secretary  to  inaugurate  the  system 
of  compulsory  assessment,  why  did  he  not  put 
the  principle  boldly,  in  order  that  hon.  members 
might  deal  with  it  openly  in  accordance  with 
their  views  and  convictions  ? He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  system  of  compulsory  assessment  was 
the  one  best  calculated  to  advance  the  cause  of 
education,  and  he  would  say  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  that  principle. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  did  not  anticipate  that 
any  serious  difficulty  would  arise  out  of  the  ope- 
ration of  the  clause  proposed  br  the  hon.  Prov. 
Secretary  It  was  only  in  cases  where  the  peo- 
ple failed  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  a contract, 
entered  into  voluntarily  at  the  Annual  Meeting, 
that  the  Trustees  would  be  empowered  to  levy 
an  assessment.  There  could,  however,  be  no 
reasonable  objection  to  providing  for  compulsory 
assessment  upon  all  those  who  come  into  the 
araaugement  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  and  thus 
make  subscribers  pay  their  quota*  Such  a pro- 
vision would,  he  thought,  be  a fair  and  equitable 
one. 

Mr.  Miller  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  go 
for  compulsory  assessment,  because  he  did  not 
think  the  country  was  yet  ripe  tor  that  princi- 
ple. Before  it  was  fastened  upon  the  people, 
they  should  be  allowed  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
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pressing  their  views  respecting  the  manner  of 
appropriating  the  money  raised  by  that  mode. 
To  a bill  involving  compulsory  taxation  for  the 
support  of  schools,  there  should  be  affixed  care- 
fully adjusted  machinery  to  carry  the  same  into 
operation,  and  provision  made  to  apportion  the 
revenue  obtained  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  people.  If  the  measure  now  before  the 
House  only  compelled  those  who  agreed  to  sub- 
scribe for  the  support  of  schools  in  any  district, 
to  pay  the  requisite  amount,  he  would  not  ob- 
ject to  it  so  far  as  that  part  of  it  was  concerned, 
because  if  people  voluntarily  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  pay  for  schools,  they  could  not 
complain  if  payment  was  exacted,  but  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  neither  fair  norj'ustto  com- 
pel the  minority  to  enter  into  an  arrangement 
agreed  to  by  the  majority.  lie  would  confess 
that  he  believed  the  lion.  Provincial  Secretary 
in  introducing  this  measure  was  ^ctuated  by  the 
best  of  motives,  but  he  felt  assur^ft  that  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  mover  would  not  be  realized. 
The  clause  under  discussion  empowered  the 
Trustees,  after  the  expiration  of  one  quarter  of 
the  year,  to  compel  the  population  of  a district 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  school  whether  they 
approved  of  the  establishment  or  management  of 
such  school  or  not.  He  was  entirely  opposed  to 
the  principle  of  compulsory  assessment,  and  he 
could  not  look  upon  the  clause  they  were  discus- 
sing without  feeling  that  it  had  one  object  in 
view,  which  was  altogether  repugnant  to  Ins 
feelings.  He  was  sure  such  a law  would  create 
strife,  turmoil,  and  discord  amongst  the  people 
of  this  Province,  and  therefore  it  was  that  he 
gave  it  his  most  strenuous  opposition.  He  felt 
inclined  to  favor  the  proposition  of  the  hon- 
member  for  Pictou,  ( Mr.  Jas.  McDonald ) pro- 
vided the  requisite  machinery  was  attached  to 
secure  such  a distribution  of  the  money  as 
would  be  acceptable  to  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, but  would  not  consent  to  place  with  the 
Trustees  the  power  to  assess  people  against 
their  will. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec  said  that  he  had  never  dis- 
guised his  motives  and  object  in  preparing  the 
bill.  He  had  on  more  than  one  occasion  said, 
and  he  repeated  it  now,  that  he  approved  of  the 
compulsory  assessment  principle  for  the  support 
of  common  schools,  and  believed  it  to  be  the 
most  efficaciou-  and  practical  mode  of  establish- 
ing a proper  basis  of  educational  means  in  the 
country.  He  had  been  deterred  from  adopting 
it  only  because  of  the  difficulties  that  lay  in  the 
way  of  carrying  it  into  effect  at  the  present  time. 
He  was  aware  that  such  a proposition  would 
excite  hostility  and  opposition,  and  array  the 
wealth  of  the  country  against  the  measure,  as  it 
was  the  wealthy  class  that  was  more  particularly 
opposed  to  assessment,  and  it  was  likely  the 
antagonism  that  would  be  brought  against  a hill 
to  provide  for  compulsory  taxation  would  lead 
to  its  defeat.  He  he  d the  doctrine  that  the 
jtate  owed  every  child  within  its  borders  a com- 
|non  sch  ol  education,  and  while  he  had  not  in- 
troduced the  broad  principle  into  the  bill,  he  had 
impplied  some  inducements  calculated  to  pave 
ihe  way  to  the  ultimate  adoption  of  compulsory 
taxation  for  the  support  of  schools.  With  res- 
pect to  the  clause  of  the  bill  they  were  consider- 
ing the  object  of  it  was  to  provide  a guarantee 


for  the  payment  of  the  teacher’s  salary.  There 
was  do  lack  of  men  of  talent  in  the  country 
whose  services  could  be  procured  were  means  of 
payment  provided,  but  under  the  existing  school 
law  there  were  no  means  of  securing  the  teach- 
ers salary,  and  the  effect  of  lr  was  that  compe- 
tent men  failing  to  obtain  their  hard  earned  pay 
had  quitted  the  Educational  fields  of  labor  and 
engaged  in  some  more  certain  profession  or  call- 
ing. He  was  desirous  of  placing  upon  the 
statute  book  a law  by  virtue  of  which  the  people 
would  be  compelled  to  fulfil  their  engagement 
with  the  teacher. 

The  bill  before  them  proposed  that  the  Trus- 
tees should  engage  the  teacher  and  be  directly 
responsible  for  the  payment  of  his  salary,  and 
gave  them  the  power  to  obtain  the  means  of  pay- 
ment from  the  people.  Now  who  were  the 
Trustees  * Were  they  a foreign  agency  ? No, 
they  were  the  representatives  of  the  majority  of 
the  people,  chosen  by  them  at  the  annual  meet- 
ings. The  peopb  of  each  district  entrusted  the 
management  of  school  matters  to  three  men  of 
their  choice,  and  one  of  the  duties  of  the  three 
men  so  selected  was  to  engage  a teacher,  and 
the  clause  they  were  discussing  provided  that 
the  people  should  pay  the  teacher  so  employed. 
After  all  it  was  a matter  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  different  districts  to  decide  It  was  asked 
at  the  annual  meeting  : how  do  you  propose  to 
conduct  your  schools  ? and  then  it  was  for  the 
majority  of  the  rate  payers  to  say  whether  such 
shall  be  sustained  by  assessment  or  subscription. 
This  bill  offered  25  per  cent.,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  to  which  they  would  otherwise  be  en- 
titled, to  all  schools  adopting  the  assessment 
principle.  Again  if  the  majority  were  not  dis- 
posed to  adopt  that  mode  all  they  had  to  do  was 
to  say  so  at  the  meeting,  and  there  was  an  end 
to  the  matter  ; but  if  they  choose  the  assess- 
ment system  then  it  would  be  for  their  own  elect- 
ed officers,  the  Trustees,  to  carry  the  arrange  ■ 
ment  into  effect.  The  clause  under  debate  was 
not  open  to  the  objection  that  had  been  taken  to 
it.  He  would  be  paying  but  poor  tribute  to  the 
intelligence  and  foresight  of  the  men  who  sat 
around  the  benches  were  he  to  introduce  a 
measure  of  a insidious  nature  and  covert  design. 
He  was  of  opinion  that,  upon  reflection,  hon. 
members  would  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
amended  clause  he  now  proposed  contained 
nothing  calculated  to  operate  unjustly  or  un- 
fair. The  bill  guarded  against  any  possible  ex- 
ercise of  tyranny,  and  if  the  provision  guaran- 
teeing tbepayment  of  the  teacher’s  salary  waa 
struck  out,  the  efficiency  of  the  measure  would 
be  sadly  impaired. 

Mr.  McLellan  said  that  when  he  before  sta- 
ted his  objection  he  was  not  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  sought  to 
introduce  anything  of  a surreptitious  character 
in  the  measure,  and  he  had  not  charged  him 
with  having  any  such  design  or  intention. — 
But  with  reference  to  the  clause  now  before 
them,  he  felt  bound  to  oppose  the  principle  it 
involved.  It  gave  the  bare  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  a district  authority  and  power  to  assess 
the  remaining  portion,  even  were  they  to  pro- 
test against  assessment.  In  order  to  secure  the 
harmonious  working  of  any  measure  it  must  be 
so  constructed  so  as  to  secure  the  hearty  co-ope- 
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ration  of  the  inhabitants;  but  the  bill  before  the 
Committee  was  not  of  a Dature  calculated  to 
attain  that  result.  The  clause,  as  amended, 
virtually  provided  for  general  compulsory  asses- 
ment,  by  means  that  would  be  obnoxious  to  the 
people,  and  likely  create  dissension  and  dissatis- 
faction that  would  surely  defeat  its  successful 
operation. 

Now  what  would  be  the  effect  ot  t e opeiation 
of  this  clause  ? Why,  in  case  the  sum  agreed 
upon  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  support  ot 
the  schools  was  not  realized  at  the  end  of  three 
months,  during  which  time  it  would  be  a close 
school,  then  an  assessment  would  be  made  upon 
the  whole  of  the  people  in  the  district  for  the 
whole  sum  required  for  the  year,  thus  making 
the  people  pay  for  the  season  it  was  a close 
school.  Thi  principle  was  neither  fair  nor 
just,  and  rather  than  enforce  such  a provision  it 
would  be  infinitely  preferable  to  declare  ail  the 
schools  free  at  once. 

Hon  Pkov.  Sec.  observed  that  the  clause 
was  not  fairiy  open  to  the  objection  just  urged, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  only  in  case  the  required 
amount  failed  to  be  realized  at  the  end  ot  three 
m nths  that  an  assessment  would  be  made. 

Mr.  Miller  said  if  the  principal  object  of  the 
clause  was  to  insure  the  teacher’s  salary,  that 
end  could  be  secured  by  providing  (in  case  the 
sum  agreed  upon  at  the  annual  meeting  was  not 
realized,)  that  an  assessment  be  made  upon 
those  who  at  such  annual  ^meeting  had  agreed 
to  the  arrangement.  In  case  of  a deficit,  he 
would  give  the  trustees  power  to  assess  the  ba- 
lance upon  those  who  had  agreed  to  support  the 
school. 

Mr.  McLellan  remarked  that  in  the  present 
act  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  fifty  rich  per- 
sons in  a district  from  subscribing  the  requisite 
amount  to  support  a school,  aud  making  it  a 
close  establishment,  and  he  believed  he  only 
way  to  get  over  the  difficulty  was  to  declare  all 
schools  free. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  according  to  this 
bill  every  man  who  subscribed  anything  at  all, 
even  as  low  as  one  shilling,  at  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing, had  a right  to  send  all  the  children  he  had, 
so  after  all  it  was  in  this  respect  a system  of  free 
schools. 

Mr,  Archibald  observed  that  the  people 
were  fully  aware  when  they  adopted  the  system 
of  subscription  at  the  Annual  Meeting  that  they 
were  liable  for  the  teacher’s  pay,  and  in  such 
case  it  could  be  no  great  hardship  to  compel 
them  to  fulfil  their  engagement  He  was  in  fa- 
vor of  a provision  that  all  schools  should  he  free, 
in  case  the  requisite  sum  for  maintenance  was 
subscribed  and  paid -before  the  end  of  the  first 
quarter. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  said  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  would  virtu- 
ally introduce  the  system  of  direct  and  compul- 
sory taxation,  to  which  he  was  wholly  opposed. 
He  did  not  conceive  that  assessment  was  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  teacher’s  salary,  because 
those  who  subscribed  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
were  liable  to  be  sued  for  the  amount  of  their 
subscription,  and  by  this  means  the  money 
could  very  likely  be  collected 

Mr.  Tobin  said  he  thought  that  afcer  all  it 
would  be  found  that  the  English  school  system 


was  the  best  that  could  be  adopted  ; but  in  this 
Province  the  Legislature  had  departed  from  that 
system  and  approached  that  ot  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  was  by  degrees  introducing  it 
here.  The  English  sys  era  was  very  simple, 
and  highly  atisfactory;  there  so  soon  as  the 
people  organized  a school  and  engaged  to  sus- 
tain it,  a certain  amount  of  aid  was  granted  it 
by  the  Government,  and  that  was  the  principle 
he  would  like  to  see  in  operation  in  this  Pro- 
vince. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sect,  said  that  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  House  virtually  amounted  to  the  Eng- 
lish system,  of  which  the  hon.  member  for  Hali- 
fax had  just  spoken.  T is  bill  did  not  propose 
to  grant  aid  until  the  people  had  first  organized 
a school  under  certain  conditions  and  such  school 
was  bnught  up  to  a certain  standard  of  effi- 
cien  y.  The  analogy  between  this  measure  and 
the  English  Educational  law,  was  as  close  as  the 
condition  of  the  two  countries  was  similar. 

Mr.  Miller  said  the  hon  Pro  Secretary  had 
stated  that  his  object  was  to  assimilate  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  clause  under  discussion  to  that  of 
the  English  system  as  referred  to  by  the  hon, 
member  for  Halifax.  But  neither  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  that  gentleman  (Dr.  Tupper) 
nor  that  offered  by  the  learned  memberpor  Col- 
chester would  lead  to  this  result.  On  the  con- 
trary the  two  systems  under  the  compulsory 
sections  of  this  bill  would  be  as  different  from 
each  other  as  light  is  from  darkness.  What  was 
the  principle  pervading  every  feature  of  the 
English  education <1  system?  Was  it  not  the 
sound  and  equitable  principle  which  recognized 
the  various  denominational  elements  of  the 
country  ? In  Great  Britain  every  sect  had  its 
own  training  school — its  own  inspectors — its  own 
teachers — its  separate  grant  from  the  public 
treasury  in  proportion  to  its  numbers — the  go- 
vernment conceding  in  its  integrity  the  princi- 
ple for  which  he  contended.  The  example  thus 
afforded  was  worthy  of  imitation,  but  surely  it 
could  not  be  called  similar  to  the  compulsory 
feature  of  the  bill.  The  hon.  introducer  of  this 
measure  just  now  toll  them  that  he  b Iieved  in 
state  schoojs -that  he  held  the  opinion  that  the 
state  owed  to  every  child  within  its  boundaries 
a common  school  education,  to  be  provided  if 
necessary  by  arbitrary  laws  even  if  hostile  to  the 
wishes  of  the  people.  It  "as  well  known  that 
the  views  of  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Colchester 
were  of  the  same  complexion,  and  he  vas  there- 
fore inclined  to  look  with  a double  share  of  sus- 
picion upon  anything  emanating  from  them  in 
regard  to  compulsory  assessment,  but  he  did 
look  for  - some  coif§ideration  from  professed 
friends.  He  would  not  charge  a preconcerted 
design  upon  any  one,  but  as  he  had  already  said 
the  effect  of  the  clause  as  amended  would  be  to 
force  assessment  ot  the  most  obnoxious  character 
on  the  country.  He  did  not  believe  the  country 
was  yet  prepared  for  assessment,  or  would  sub- 
mit to  it;  neither  did  he  think  that  compulsion 
would  produce  good  results  in  connection  with 
education.  But  his  chief  objection  was  the  want 
of  provision  for  a fair  distribution  of  the  funds 
raised  among  all  classes.  Was  it  the  desire  of 
the  House  that  any  body  of  men  should  be 
obliged  to  support  schools  in  whose  benefits 
they  might  not  be  able  conscientiously  to  partici- 
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pate  ? This  was  the  New  England  system  with 
all  its  hardships,  and  this  would  be  the  practical 
result  of  the  clause  in  question.  In  Lower 
Canada  where  schools  are  supported  by  assess- 
ment, the  minority  have  their  separate  schools, 
although  a like  act  of  justice  is  denied  to  the  mi- 
nority in  Upper  Canada.  It  was  no  matter  whe- 
ther his  conscientious  scruples  were  sound  or 
unsound  it  was  the  duty  of  the  state  to  respect 
them.  To  attempt  to  pa  s judgment  upon  them 
was  a tyrannical  intrusion  on  the  domain  of 
conscience,  permitted  to  no  earthly  power. 
The  state  did  not  enquire  if  one’s  religious  views 
were  true  or  false  to  accord  to  them  the  fullest 
recognitiou  and  protection.  So  should  it  he  with 
the  sincerely  entertained  opinio  s of  any  class 
on  the  subject  of  education.  Wherever  this 
doctrine  was  denied  constitutional  freedom  was 
a mockery — religious  toleration  a farce.  But 
what  did  we  find  in  this  bill  1 The  schedule  re- 
gula  ing  th  support  of  Academies  recogn  zed 
the  separate  school  principle  as  applied  to  one 
locality,  he  alluded  to  Amigonish  That  county 
had  a college,  and  yet  a distinction  was  made 
from  Pictou,  Hants,  and  other  counties  similarly 
situated.  Why  this  inconsistency  ? Why  ap- 
ply one  rule  to  a minority  in  Antigonisbe,  and 
another  to  a minority  in  Hants  or  Kings  ”?  Why 
this  partiality  in  one  case,  or  injustice  in  the 
other  1 He  would  allow  the  people  to  draw  their 
own  conclusions  on  the  facts  alluded  to,  which 
no  one  could  mistake.  In  conclusion,  he  reite- 
rated his  belief  that  the  House  was  about  to  in- 
troduce strife  and  discord  where  there  should  be 
unity  and  peace 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  it  was  naturally 
difficult  to  make  such  an  arrangement  as  would 
take  tare  of  the  teachers,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
do  justice  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  district.  He 
regretted  exceedingly  that  such  observations 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  member  from  Rich- 
mond. The  principles  of  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty and  the  rights  of  conscience  were  very 
sacred,  and  it  was  a great  pity  to  see  them 
drawn  unnecessarily  into  the  discussion.  It 
only  tended  to  degrade  and  not  to  elevate  the 
discussion,  when  such  topics  were  wantonly 
introduced.  Surely  there  could  be  no  occasion 
for  such  an  appeal  as  had  been  made  in  connec- 
tion with  the  present  subject ! The  arrange- 
ments to  which  the  hon.  member  for  Halifax  had 
referred  woul  i commend  themselves  to  the 
mind  of  every  man,  but  they  were  not  practica- 
ble in  such  a small  community  as  Nova  Scotia. 
Under  such  circumstances  all  that  could  be  done 
was  to  arrange  such  a system  as  was  practica- 
ble. and  would  do  justice  as  far  as  possible  to 
all  classes  in  this  Province  It  was  to  the  credit 
of  Nova  Scotians  that  our  schcol  system,  with 
all  its  defects,  had  hitherto  been  kept  free  from 
working  anything  like  positive  hardship  to  any 
portion  of  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  he 
thought  every  man  in  the  House  should  endea- 
vour, in  the  passage  of  a measure  of  this  impor- 
tant character,  to  avoid  all  irritating  topics,  and 
devote  his  sole  energies  to  make  it  as«perfect 
and  consistent  as  possible 

Mr  Tobtn  said  that  he  could  easily  under- 
stand the  feelings  of  the  hon.  member  for  Rich- 
mond in  this  matter,  for  on  looking  at  the  sub- 
ject closely  it  would  be  seen  that  there  was  con- 


siderable force  in  his  objections.  That  hon. 
member’s  objections  appeared  to  him  to  be  of 
this  character : Suppose  a echool  section  was  laid 
off, which  the  population  consisted  of  Methodists, 
Presbyterians,  and  B ptists;  the  latter  refused 
to  send  their  children  to  the  school,  which  was 
declared  free.  Now  if  the  assessment  had  to  be 
put  in  force,  that  portion  of  the  people  that  had 
refused  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  tile  school 
would  be  assessed  as  wel  as  the  others  In  hia 
opinion  this  was  a decided  hardship,  but  it  w s 
difficult  to  see  how  the  difficulty  was  remedi- 
able in  a country  like  this  with  so  sparse  a popu 
lation.  In  conclusion,  the  bon.  gentleman  read 
a clause  from  a bill  introduced  by  Earl  Russell 
in  the  House  of  Commons  which  he  th  ought  was 
worthy  of  consideration  in  connection  with  the 
present  subject. 

Mr.  Kill  am  read  the  24th  clause  which  he 
thought  gave  protection  to  the  minority  to  a 
considerable  extent.  He  also  saw  the  d ffimlfy, 
which  other  gentlemen  alluded  to  in  discussing 
the  clause  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  said  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  it  was  most  desirable  to  obtain 
sufficient  remuneration  for  the  teachers.  In  the 
bill  it  was  proposed  to  obtain  this  compensation 
in  one  of  two  ways  — either  by  subscription  or 
by  assessment.  It  should  be,  he  thought,  con- 
sistent in  all  its  clauses.  If  assessment  was  the 
principle  preferred,  fat  it  be  made  apparent^  He' 
could  suppose  a school-district  opposed  to  assess- 
ment, which  would  agree  to  support  a school  by 
a subscription.  If  the  subscription  was  not  rai- 
sed, was  it  just  to  force  upon  tnem  a principle 
to  which  they  were  known  to  object  ? lie  there 
fore  could  not  approve  of  the  latter  part  of  the 
clause  as  at  present  worded. 

Mr  Chas  J.  Campbell  said  it  was  very  un- 
fair to  force  assessment  upon  people  against 
their  will.  He  believed  that  do  one  in  this 
country  was  anxious  to  be  assessed.  He  knew 
of  sections  where  the  principle  had  been  tried 
years  ago,  and  found  to  work  great  injustice  to 
individuals.  It  had  destroyed  the  schoofa,  and 
kept  them  in  litigation  for  years.  In  the  county 
of  Victoria,  for  instance,  where  it  had  been  tried, 
it  operated  injuriously.  He  knew  of  one  man 
who  had  to  pay  a most  disproportionate  sum  as 
his  share. 

Hon.  Sol.  G n.  said  that  the  hon.  member 
■was  under  a misapprehension  It  was  proposed 
to  rnodify  the  clause  to  which  he  objected.  He 
(Mr.  II.)  csuld  not  see  any  valid  objection  to 
the  course  that  it  was  intended  to  pursue.  If 
the  rustees  were  answerable  to  the  teacher  for 
his  salary,  it  was  necessary  to  place  them  be- 
yond the  danger  of  loss.  The  clause  merely 
gave  them  the  power  to  assess  any  b-.fance  that 
might  be  wanting,  in  consequence  of  the  failure 
of  the  p ople  to  make  up  their  subs:ription.  If 
parties  did  not  choose  to  send  their  children  to 
the  school  after  it  was  declared  open,  they  must 
run  the  risk  of  being  called  upon  to  aid  in  ma- 
king up  any  deficiency  that  might  oeeur.  , 
Under  the  existing  law,  a teacher  occupied  a 
most  unenviable  position  as  regards  his  remune- 
ration. Under  the  bill  he  would  have  a guaran- 
tee of  receiving  his  full  pay,  whilst  the  people 
at  the  same  time  would  be  made  to  see  the  ne- 
cessity of -paying  up  their  subscriptions. 
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Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  reiterated  his  objections 
to  the  latter  part  of  the  clause,  and  moved  that 
it  be  struck  out. 

On  division  the  motion  was  lost  by  a very 
considerable  majority. 

Mr  Miller  then  moved  to  add  “ who  have 
agreed  to  supp  rt  such  schools/’  after  thewords 
“ by  assessing  the  inhabitants  ” This  was  also 
lost. 

Hon.  Prov  Sec  then  moved  the  clause 
amended  by  strikin  r out  the  latter  part  and 
substituting  words  to  this  effect : And  the  com- 
mon schools  shall  be  f ee  to  all  the  children  re- 
siding in  the  section  in  which  they  are  estab- 
lished and  in  case  the  sum  agreed  upon  for  the 
support  of  the  school  fails  to  be  realized,  the  ba- 
lance shall  be  raised  by  assessment,  the  subscrip- 
tion previously  paid  being  ta  en  into  considera- 
tion. 

Mr  Longley  moved  as  an  amendment  to  add 
the  words:  Provided  always  that  the  Trustees 
shall  be  empowered  to  assess  those  who  do  not 
voluntarily  contribute,  if  found  necessary  or  ex- 
pedient. 

The  hon.  gentleman  did  not  press  his  amend- 
ment. The  clause  as  amended  then  passed,  and 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

bills,  &c. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  Chairman  of  Committee 
of  Private  Bills,  reported  up  bills  on  the  fol- 
lowing subjects  : — 


diture  of  money,  it  was  handed  to  the  Financial 
Secretary  without  being  read 

Mr.  Iyadlback  presented  a petition  from  a 
number  of  the  residents  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Dublin,  in  the  County  of  Lunenburgh,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Labrador  Fishery. 

DESPATCHES. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  certain  cor- 
respondence between  the  Colonial  Office  and  tho 
Nova  Scotia  Government,  on  the  subject  of  Im- 
migration. The  first  document  was  a despatch 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Earl  Mulgrave, 
•dated  April  11, 1863,  requesting  information  re- 
specting the  adaptability  of  this  country  for  af- 
fording employment  to  a number  of  Lancashire 
operatives  then  out  of  employment.  The  2nd 
and  3rd  are  letters  from  Earl  Mulgrave,  in  reply 
to  the  Duke  f Newcastle’s  despatches,  affording 
such  information  in  answer  to  the  enquiry  con- 
tained therein  as  was  at  his  command. 

BILL  REPORTED. 

Hon.  Mr  Shannon,  from  the  Committee  on 
local  and  private  bills,  reported  up  the  bill  to 
incorpora  e the  Cheticamp  Copper  Minins' and 
Smelting  Company,  without  any  amendment. 

Mr.  Blanchard  requested  that  a few  days 
might  be  allowed  to  elapse  before  the  bill  wag 
committed,  because  it  conferred  large  powers 
upon  the  Company,  and  he  wanted  an  opportu- 
nity to  consult  his  constituents  respecting  it. 


To  incorporate  the  People’s  Bank  at  Halifax. 

To  incorporate  Shipwrights’  and  Caulkers’ 
Association  in  Dartmouth. 

To  amend  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Nova 
Scotia  Marine  Insurance  Co.  of  Halifax. 

To  incorporate  the  House  Joiners’  Associa- 
tion of  Halifax 

Mr  Archibald. — What  is  the  character  of 
the  last  bill? 

Mr  Pryor  ^-There  has  been  a public  under- 
standing between  the  masters  and  employes 
relative  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Archibald. — It  has  no  tendency  to 
create  strife,  I hope. 

Mr.  Pryor. — On  the  contrary,  it  is  of  a chari- 
table nature.  It  is  desgnied  tojprovide  for  their 
wives  and  children,  and  to  make  also  such  re- 
gulations as  are  indispensable  for  the  proper 
pjosfccution  of  their  calling. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  laid  on  the  table  a return 
asked  h.  the  lion  member  for  Cape  Bret  n, 
{Mr.  Bourinot)  relative  to  the  Legislative  Libra- 
ry. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec.  brought  in  a number  of  peti- 
tions on  Post  Office  matters  together  with  the 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General  thereon — 
which  were  referred  to  the  Post  Office  Commit^ 
tee.  * 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  three  o’clock 
the  next  day. 


Wednesday  March  2. 

Tha  House  met  3 p.  m. 

petitions. 

Mr.  Whitman  presented  a petition  from  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  f the  county  of  An- 
napolis, asking  for  increased  postal  accommoda- 
tion in  a certain  loc  lity.  As  it  involved  expen- 
10 


THE  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  Locke  asked  the  Government  when  they 
intended  to  lay  on  the  table  the  Railway  mea- 
sure foreshadowed  in  His  Excellency’s  speech 
at  the  opening  of  the  Legislature.  He  observed 
that  the  question  of  railway  extension  was  one 
of  great  importance,  and  a bill  involvi  g works 
of  magnitude  required  earnest  and  attentive  con- 
sideration. He  hoped  the  Government  would 
submit  the  measure  for  the  inspection  of  the 
House  without  any  further  delay  He  did  not 
wish  to  press  them  unreasonably, but  he  thought 
it  was  time  the  promised  scheme  was  forthcom- 
ing. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  said  it  was  usual  in  this 
House  for  hon.  members  interested  in  and  favor- 
able to  contemplated  works  to  urge  the  Govern- 
ment to  fulfil  the  promises  contained  in  the 
Governor’s?  speech  within  reasonable  time,  and 
as  an  eastern  member  he  would  take  this  mani- 
festation of  interest  and  concern  in  the  subject 
evinced  by  the  hon.  member  for  Shelburne,  as 
an  earnest  that  he  would  support  the  measure 
when  the  same  was  submitted.  He  would  say, 
however,  that  he  thought  it  would  be  better 
that  the  railway  bill  should  be  delayed  until  the 
House  had  made  more  progress  with  the  revised 
statutes.  He  would  say  that  if  the  hon  member 
wanted  railway  extension,  he  would  find  when 
the  bill  was  brought  dow  » that  it  provided  for 
as  much  as  he  probably  desired  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  railway  extension 
was  promised  in  the  Speech,  and  he  was  desi- 
rous of  knowing  early  in  the  session  in  what 
direction  it  would  be  made,  fwhether  east, 
east,  west,  north,  or  south.  They  had  now 
been  nearly  thirty  days  in  session,  and  surely  it 
was  due  to  the  House  that  at  this  stage  of  the 
public  business  hon.  members  should  be  made 
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acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  measures  the 
Executive  had  promised. 

H<*n.  Prov.  Sec.  observed  that  the  enquiry 
of  the  hon.  member  was  a very  natural  one — 
he  wished  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  of  the 
Government  measures  in  order  that  he  might 
the  better  prepare  to  oppose  them. 

Mr.  McKay  hoped  the  hon  member  for  Shel- 
burne would  support  the  measure  when  intro- 
duced 

Mr.  Tobin  said  this  was  altogether  to  grave 
a subject  to  deal  lightly  with,  and  bandy  jokes 
about.  The  extension  ol  railway  was  a subject 
in  which  the  people  felt  a very  lively  interest, 
and  the  country  was  now  looking  earnestly  for 
the  measure  foreshadowed  in  t e speech  of  His 
Excellency  at  the  opening  of  the  Legislature. 
He  was  not  satisfied,  but  considerably  disappoint- 
ed, with  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Solicitor 
General  in  reply  to  the  hon.  member  for  Shel- 
burne. It  was  but  poor  encouragement  to  the 
people  to  tell  the  House  that  the  railway  bill 
would  be  submitted  so  soon  as  the  Revised 
Statutes  were  dispo  ed  of.  A measure  of  the 
magnitude  he  had  reason  to  hope  the  promised 
one  was, — a measure  probably  involving  the  ex- 
penditure of  upwards  of  half  a million  of  pounds 
ought  to  be  now  on  the  tables  of  the  House  in 
order  that  hon.  members  might  study  it,  and 
prepare  themselves  for  discussing  it  when  com- 
mitted. It  was  due  to  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try that  the  bill  should  be  at  once  submitted, 
and  he  would  say  that  although  the  House  had 
been  well  nigh  a month  in  session  he  had  no 
knowledge  what  th  nature  of  the  measure 
was.  The  Government  had  foreshadowed  a 
railway  policy  of  some  kind,  and  surely  they  had 
deliberated  upon  the  subject,  and  decided  upon 
the  principle  and  details  before  this  time,  and 
lie  would  again  tell  them  they*ought  to  lay  it  on 
the  table.  But  at  this  time  in  the  session  the 
House  was  deliberately  told  that  the  bill  would 
not  be  brought  down  until  after  the  Revised 
Statutes  were  completed,  and  every  hon.  mem- 
ber was  aware  that  after  that  all  the  necessary 
business  of  the  country  remained  to  be  done. 
Now  it  was  patent  to  every  one  in  t e House 
that  after  the  first  of  April  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  get  a quorum  as  hon.  members 
were  anxious  to  return  to  their  homes  about 
that  time  to  attend  to  their  own  business. 
They  had  now  been  about  thirty  days  in  session 
and  not  one  Government  measure  had  been 
disposed  of.  Such  a policy,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  was  an  unwise  one,  and  one  that 
they  ought  not  to  pursue.  The  hon.  member  for 
Shelburne,  in  his  opinion,  deserved  the  thanks 
of  the  House  for  referring  to  the  subject,  and  his 
question  was  a very  proper  and  reasonable  one# 

Mr.  Archibald  said  the  answer  of  the  hon. 
Solicitor  General  to  the  question  asked  by  the 
hon.  member  for  Shelburne,  was  no  answer  at 
all.  It  was  unjust  to  insinuate  that  that  hon. 
member  ( Mr.  Locke,)  was  not  sincere  in  desiring 
the  bill  to  be  brought  down,  or  that  he  was 
anxious  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  it  in  order 
the  better  to  prepare  to  oppose  it.  There  was 
ae  hon.  gentlemen  on  these  benches  who  had 
disregarded  his  own  personal  interests  to  the 
extent  the  hon  member  for  Shelburne  had  in 
supporting  railway  measures,  and  this  fact  was 


well  known  to  the  hon.  Solicitor  General  as  well 
as  other  members  of  the  Executive  He  felt 
that  the  answer  made  by  the  Solicitor  General 
was  not  such  an  answer  as  was  due  to  the  hon. 
member  for  Shelburne.  The  House  should 
have  been  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  measure 
before  this  time,  and  as  regarded  wh  t had  been 
said  about  expected  opposition  to  the  bill,  it 
would  be  a serious  matter  for  the  opposition  to 
determine  whether  they  should  support  or 
oppo  e,  and  in  justice  to  them  as  well  as  to  the 
whole  house  the  bi  1 should  be  on  the  table. 
It  would  no  doubt  receive  that  respect  and  con- 
sideration lrom  the  opposition  that  its  merits 
entitled  it  to  He  would  ask  the  Government 
not  to  delay  the  introduction  of  the  measure ; 
the  press  of  business  was  not  so  great  at  present 
as  to  preclude  the  consideration  of  the  railway 
scheme,  as  they  had  already  spent  several 
days  in  discussing  questions  of  tweedledum  and 
tweedledee. 

Hon  Sol.  General  said  that  last  session  the 
late  Government  delayed  their  railway  policy  to 
the  very  latest  period  of  the  session  ; they  pro- 
crastinated from  week  to  week,  and  about  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  got  rid  of  their  measure 
by  a side  wind.  The  proposition  of  the  Govern- 
ment respecting  railway  extension  would  be  so 
definite,  simple,  and  devoid  of  intricacy,  that  any 
hon.  member  could  make  himself  fully  acquain- 
ted with  it  in  fifteen  minutes.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Pictou,  Mr.  James  McDonald,  had  been 
in  a position  that  naturally  excited  anxiety  on 
his  part  concerning  the  Government  Railway 
policy  ; but  his  repeated  enquiries  of  the  late 
Government  respecting  their  railway  policy,  met 
only  with  rebuffs.  Procrastination  was  the  policy 
of  the  late  Executive  from  day  to  day,  and  it 
did  not  therefore  come  with  good  grace  from 
any  one  of  its  members  to  complain  if  the  mea- 
sure did  not  come  down  as  speedily  as  he  wish- 
ed. Had  the  question  put  by  the  hon.  member 
or  Shelburne  come  from  any  hon  gentleman 
who  took  an  interest  in  the  project  of  railway 
extension,  his  answer  would  have  been  different. 

Mr.  Locke  wanted  to  understand  whether  the 
Government  entirely  ignored  the  right  of  a 
member  of  the  Opposition  to  question  the  Exe- 
cutive respecting  their  intentions  with  reference 
to  public  matters,  or  whether  they  held  the  doc- 
trine that  no  member,  who  was  opposed  to  rail- 
way construction  in  a certain  directio  i had  a 
right  to  concern  himself  in  the  policy  of  the 
Administration  so  far  as  that  particular  scheme 
was  concerned  ? If  that  principle  was  to  be  laid 
down,  it  was  time  the  country  should  know  it. 
In  making  the  enquiry  he  had,  he  expected  a 
reply  of  a nature  becoming  the  Government  of 
the  country.  Was  he  to  be  told  that  because  he 
asked  a question  concerning  a certain  policy  of 
the  Administration  that  he  stood  pledged  to 
support  that  policy  ? He  was  in  almost  daily 
receipt  of  letters  from  his  constituent*  making 
enquiries  touching  the  nature  of  the  promised 
railway  measure,  and  he  was  snxious  to  obtain 
the  information|he  had  sought  in  order  that  he 
might  convey  it  to  his  county.  It  appeared  pass- 
ing strange  to  him  that  a Government  boasting 
of  a majority  of  21  members  in  this  House,  were 
not  able  to  mature  a measure  which  they  had 
foreshadowed  in  the  speech,  and  submit  it  within 
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thirty  days  from  the  opening  of  the  session. 
Was  it  possible  that  they  were  afraid  to  bring 
down  their  measure  ? 

Hon  Atty.  Gen.  said  the  members  of  the 
Opposition  had  an  undisputed  right  to  question 
the  Government  respecting  the  promised  mea- 
sures. He  did  not  see,  however,  how  they  could 
well  manage  to  do  three  things  at  a time. 
They  had  now  two  very  important  subjects  be- 
fore them,  one  the  education  bill,  which  was  a 
government  measure  of  an  important  character, 
and  one  that  required  much  consideration,  and 
the  other,  the  revised  statutes,  which  also  re- 
quired strict  attention.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
in  course  of  a few  (’avs  the  railway  bill  would 
be  submitted,  and  although  it  was  an  important 
measure,  it  would  not  be  involved  in  intricacies, 
but  so  plain  and  comprehensive  that  it  could  be 
easily  understood.  He  would  assure  the  house 
that  the  government  would  not  involve  the  mea- 
sure with  some  of  the  niceties  that  characterized 
the  bill  submitted  last  session,  but  would  be  of 
a nature  not  requiring  any  extraordinary  mental 
effort  to  master  its  provisions  or  determine 
its  objects.  He  was  satisfied  it  would  be  a bill 
that  would  recommend  itself  to  the  views  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  in  a short  time  the 
government  would  be  prepared  to  lay  it  upon 
the  table  for  the  inspection  of  the  house. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  said  he  never  denied  the  right 
of  a member  of  the  opposition  questioning  the 
Government  respecting  measures  promised  in 
the  Speech,  but  he  had  observed  that  such  en 
quiries  as  had  been  made  by  the  hon.  member 
t r Shelburne  would  have  come  with  a better 
grace  from  gentlemen  anxious  to  extend  our 
railway.  There  was  a difference  between  a 
question  sincerely  asked  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining information,  and  one  put  with  the  in- 
tention of  eliciting  matter  to  gratify  idle  curiosi- 
ty. With  respect  to  the  introduction  of  the 
railway  measure,  the  Government  had  no  desire 
to  procrastinate,  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  a 
saving  of  time  would  be  effected  by  disposing 
of  the  revised  statutes  before  taking  up  the  rail- 
way bib. 

Mr.  Locke  observed  that  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral had  confirmed  the  doctrine  that  no  member 
of  the  House  opposed  to  any  part'cular  govern- 
ment scheme  had  a right  to  such  information 
from  the  executive  concerning  it.  He,  however, 
felt  persuaded  that  if  the  hon.  member  for  Yar- 
mouth, (Mr  Killam)  who  had  long  been  known 
as  an  uncompromising  opponent  of  railway 
construction,  had  asked  a similar  question  the 
government  would  not  have  dared  to  have  treat- 
ed him  as  they  had  him,  (Mr.  Locke.)  He  bad 
been  told  that  he  asked  the  question  from  a de- 
sire to  gratify  idle  curiosity,  and  he  contended 
that  it  was  neither  fair  nor  just  to  attribute  such 
motives  to  any  member  of  the  House  who 
sought  information  respecting  any  public  mea- 
sure promised  in  His  Excellency's  speech.  He 
merely  asked  the  government  when  they  in- 
tended to  submit  the  bill,  and  he  would  say 
that  a government  with  21  majority  at  its  back, 
that  was  not  able  to  mature  a measure,  and 
submit  the  same  within  30  days  from  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  was  not  fit  to  govern  the 
country. 


Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  every  mem- 
ber had  a right  to  question  the  government  re- 
garding promised  measures,  but  he  would,  tell 
the  hon.  member  for  Shelburne  that  it  did  not 
lie  in  his  mouth  to  complain  of  procrastination. 
The  leader  of  the  late  Government,  of  which 
the  hon  member  himself,  (Mr.  Locke)  was  ft 
member,  repeatedly  refused  to  give  satisfactory 
or  definite  answers  to  the  hon  member  for  Pictou 
respecting  his  railway  policy,  but  then  the  hon. 
member,  (Mr.  Locke)  had  no  language  to  vin- 
dicate the  rights  of  the  House.  He  would  say 
that  no  time  would  be  lost  in  bringing  down  the 
measure. 

st.  peter’s  canal. 

Mr.  Miller  asked  the  Government  when 
they  intended  submitting  the  measure  respect- 
ing St.  Peter’s  canal,  the  nature  of  which  was 
so  indistinctly  outlined  in  the  opening  speech. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  he  was  not  aware  what  the 
government  railway  policy  was,  but  he  would 
confess  that  he  could  not  subscribe  to  the  an- 
nouncement that  it  would  only  take  the  House  a 
few  minutes  to  decide  upon  it.  He  was  wholly 
uninformed  as  to  what  extension  the  govern^ 
ment  had  decided  upon,  but  whatever  it  might 
be,  the  same  would  be  a legitimate  subject  for 
discussion.  They  should  have  the  measure  on 
the  table,  so  that  while  they  were  dealing  with 
the  revised  statutes  they  could  be  thinking  about 
the  railway  proposition.  It  might  be  very  .true 
that  there  would  be  but  one  bill,  but  there 
might  possibly  be  half-a  dozen  measures  tied  to 
its  tail.  He  was  aware  that  theri  was  a diver- 
sity of  interests  in  railway  matters, — some  want- 
ed  an  extension  to  Hantsport,  others  desired 
that  the  line  should  be  extended  to  Pictou  ; and 
then,  again,  there  was  the  subject  of  St  Peter’s 
Canal,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  tie 
these  three  public  wants  together  and  deal  with 
them  in  one  measure.  The  country  was  now 
in  a position  to  undertake  these  works.  It  had 
been  said  that  Wm.  Pitt  possessed  a faculty  of 
obscuring  his  meaning  i i a multitude  of  words, 
and  while  listening  to  the  Attorney  General  he 
cou  d not  help  thinking  bathe  (Atty.  Gen.) 
was  equally  clever  in  this  species  of  ingenuity. 
He  thought  it  wduld  be  more  beqpming  .to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  in  a manly  way  at  once.  He 
hoped  they  would  no  longer  be  deterred  py  the 
solicitations  of  the  hon.  member  for  Yapipouth, 
(Mr.  Kill  m,)  who  doubtless  was  constaqjly  tel- 
ling the  government  not  to  be  in  a hurjfy,  but 
wait  until  they  saw  what  Canada  and  ‘New 
Brunswick  would  do,  with  the  view  ojf’giving 
the  measure  the  go  by.  t 

Hon  Prov  Sec,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Miller, ‘.said 
that  the  Government  were  now  engaged  in  pre- 
paring the  estimates,  and  in  a few  days  would 
he  ready  to  submit  the  proposition  referred 
to  in  the  Governor’s  speech,  to  which  the  hon. 
member  for  Richmond  had  alluded. 

THE  EDUCATION  BILL. 

The  house  went  into  committee  on  bills,  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  education  bill. 
Several  clauses  passed  without  discussion  On 
the  reading  of  the  87th  clause,  relating,  to  the 
duties  of  licensed  school  teachers,  Dr.  Brown 
enquired  whether  it  was  contemplated  to  makft 
any  charge  for  license!,  as  formerly. 
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Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  no  fee  was  to  be  paid 
for  licenses, — in  many  cases,  such  as  where  the 
applicants  were  known  to  be  graduates  of  any 
Collegiate  institution,  the  examination  would  be 
merely  nominal.  The  clause  passed. 

On  reading  the  38th  clause,  Mr.  Stewart 
Campbell  said  that  the  Superintendent  and 
licensed  teachers  were  at  present  exempt  d 
-from  the  payment  of  rates.  No  such  provision 
was  contained  in  this  bill,  and  he  wi  hed  to  know 
Whether  the  omission  was  intentional. 

Hon.  Prov  Sec.  said  that  as  the  rates  were 
payable  upon  property  it  was  not  intended  to 
exempt  them.  The  39th  clause,  and  the  40th, 
the  last  in  the  bih,  then  passed. 

The  20th  clause  was  reconsidered,  for  the 
purpose  of  striking  out  the  words  “Free  Schools" 
and  substituting  “ Schools  supported  by  assess- 
ment," so  as  to  make  it  consistent  with  the  rest 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  before  going  into 
the  consideration  of  the  schedule  attached  to 
the  bill,  he  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Cio  provision  was  made  for  the  location  of  the 
County  academies  and  superior  schools.  If  it 
was  the  wish  of  the  ho  se  to  leave  the  discretion 
In  the  hands  of  the  council  of  public  instruction 
'tie  t ad  no  objection,  but  it  should  be  so  under 
„ btood.  Under  the  old  act  considerable  differ 
. ence  of  opinion  prevailed  as  to  the  location  of 
the  grammar  schoo’s,  and  he  thought  the  same 
difficulties  would  arise  as  regards  these  acada- 
mies. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  he  was  proud  to  ac- 
knowledge this  bill  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
’county  of  Cape  Breton. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  said  that  it  was  the  inten- 
4km  to  locate  these  academies  in  the  most  cen- 
tral, and  populous  portion  of  the  counties. 

On  motion  of  the  Prov  Sec.  the  27th  clause 
Of  the  bill  was  struck  out  as  unnecessary. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec,  then  moved  schedule  A. 

Mr.  McLelan  said  that  Jhe  observed  that 
while  certain  counties — such  as  Hants,  Kings, 
Colchester — did  not  participate,  under  the  bill, 
in  the  granj  for  c unty  academies  on  the 
ground,  as  was  stated  by  the  Prov.  Sec  , that 
they  already  received  a large  grant  for  higher 
educational  institutions,  the  county  of  Anti- 
gonish,  which  stood  in  precisely  a similar  posi- 
tion, was  included  in  the  grant  If  the  princi- 
ple was  introduced  at  all  it  should  be  fairly 
Carried  out  amongst  all.  He  would  therefore 
move  to  strike  out  the  county  of  Antigonish 
from  the  schedule  of  those  which  were  to  receive 
the  grant.  A*  regards  the  gr  nt  of.  $600,  he 
thought  that  instead  of  giving  that  sum  to  an 
academy  which  would  be  placed  in  the  shire 
town  of  the  country,  where  its  benefits  would 
be  restricted  to  a comparatively  small  sphere, 
it  would  be  wise  to  take  $200  of  it  and  add  to 
the  grant  for  superior  schools,  and  give  the  re- 
maining $400  to  the  common  schools.  By  t'  is 
measure  it  would  be  distributed  more  generally 
Over  the  whole  country,  and  the  people  would 
derive  greater  benefit.  As  the  county  of  Col- 
<*hester  did  not  participate  in  the  grant  perhaps 
the  suggestion  did  not  come  very  well  from  him, 
4ut  he  threw  it  out  for  the  consideration  of  the 


Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  presumed  that  the  hon  mem- 
ber for  Colchester  had  no  serious  intention  of 
moving  agaicit  this  portion  of  the  Bill  which 
related  to  the  establishment  of  county  Acade- 
mies, but  simply  wished  to  bring  his  views  on 
the  subject  before  the  public.  He  had  explain 
ed  before  that  the  object  the  Government  had 
in  view  in  the  preparation  of  this  measure  was 
to  provide  a better  description  of  education  in 
every  county  of  this  Province  than  under  the 
present  system  wa9  practicable.  Therefore  in 
those  counties  which  did  nor  enjoy  the  provin- 
cial grant  of  £250  for  the  higher  educational 
institutions,  it  was  proposed  to  establish  county 
Academies  for  the  purpose  of  imparting  the 
higher  branches  of  learning,  and  also  with  a view 
to  encourage  the  teachers  themselves  to  improve 
their  attainments  so  as  to  advance  from  second 
class  to  first  and  so  on  until  they  were  qualified 
to  take  charge  of  the  Academies.  He  thought 
therefore  it  would  be  a great  injury  to  the  bill  to 
strike  off  this  provision  for  county  Academies, 
and  he  hoped  that  no  such  motion  would  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  Miller  hoped  that  the  hon.  member  for 
Colchester  had  no  serious  intention  of  pressing 
his  motion,  for  if  he  did  he  would  do  great  in- 
ju  tice  to  the  cause  of  education  generally,  and 
would  injure  one  of  the  most  flourishing  insti- 
tut  ons  of  learning  in  the  country.  The  institu- 
tion he  referred  to  had  four  accomplished  teach- 
ers, and  had  an  average  attendance  of  150 
scholars.  The  people  of  Arichat  had  expended 
about  $5,000  in  erecting  a beautiful  building  for 
their  accommodation,  and  had  thus  at  great  ex- 
pense placed  their  institution  upon  a proper 
looting  He  di  i hope,  then,  that  no  attempt 
would  be  made  to  cripple  its  resources  by  with- 
drawing this  grant. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  he  would  be  sorry  if 
any  opposition  to  this  grant  existed.  His  recol- 
lection of  the  institution  at  Antigonish  dated  far 
back,  and  he  was  convinced  that  there  was  no 
institution  in  the  country  which  met  with  more 
general  approbation  or  was  more  deserving  of 
provincial  aid  than  this.  As  regards  the  coun 
ty  of  Cape  Breton  they  did  not  enjoy  any  al- 
io ance  for  Academies,  and  the  amount  of  the 
common  school  grant  too  had  always  been  far 
short  of  what  they  were  entitled  to  ; in  fact  the 
lowest  in  proportion  to  population  of  any  other 
county  in  the  Province.  For  the  last  four  years 
he  had  appealed  to  the  House  and  to  the  Educa- 
tional Committee  for*redress,  and  although  his 
views  had  met  with  some  encouragement  from 
the  hon,  Mr.  Howe  as  far  as  the  present  leader 
of  the  opposition  (who  was  then  in  power) 
was  concerned,  he  had  appealed  in  vain.  He 
had  inquired  over  and  over  again  why  it 
was  that  Colchester,  with  its  20  000  inhab 
itants,  should  be  more  highly  favoured 
than  Cape  Breton,  with  its  21,000,  and  should 
receive  some  £2,000  more  of  the  education 
grant,  but  he  had  inquired  in  vain  He  was 
sorry  to  find  the  member  for  north  Colchester 
(Mr.  McLelan)  exhibiting  such  a spirit  of  anta- 
gonism to  Cape  Breton,  and  if  he  persisted  in 
his  motion  to  withdraw  the  grant  from  Antigo- 
nish or  any  one  of  thpse  of  the  Island  of  CapeBre- 
ton,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  be  obliged  to  move  that 
the  grant  to  the  normal  school  ot  Truro  be  al  o 
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withdrawn  ; and  he  could  do  so  with  good  rea- 
son for  it  was  evident  that  however  able  the  gen- 
tleman might  be  who  was  at  the  head  of  that 
institution, it  had  n t realized  the  anticipations  ot 
its  founders  nor  of  the  superintendent  himself. 
The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  expressing  the 
hope  that  the  member  for  Co  Chester  would 
withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  was  always  hap- 
py to  hear  the  hon.  member  for  Cape  Breton 
speak,  and  he  was  never  so  eloquent  as  when 
descanting  upon  the  wrongs  of  Cape  Breton,  but 
he  did  not  think  it  was  wise  in  him  to  bring  up 
those  old  battles  which  h d been  fought  long 
ago.  He  would  take  the  liberty  of  correcting 
the  statement  that  hon  member  had  just  made, 
th  t the  Normal  School  had  not  succeeded  as 
well  as  was  at  first  anticipated.  It  had  suc- 
ceeded beyond  the  most  sanguine  anticipation  of 
its  founders.  When  it  was  first  established  it 
was  not  anticipated  that  out  of  a population  of 
330,000,  there  would  be  found  more  than  25  to 
take  advantage  of  its  benefits— and  the  result 
had  been  that  t!  ere  had  never  been  less  than  70 
or  80  in  attendance.  In  the  neighboring  pro- 
vince, although  £25  a year  was  allowed  out  of 
the  public  funds  to  pay  the  expenses  of  each  pu- 
pil, the  number  who  atte  ded  was  one-third  less 
than  with  us.  If  it  was  imagined  that  the  coun- 
ty ot  Colchester  derived  such  great  benefit  from 
the  Normal  school  he  would  answer  that  it  was 
no  more  tenefitted  than  Hants  was  by  King's 
College,  Windsor,  or  King’s  county  by  Acadia 
at  Wolfville.  The  hon.  member  for  Cape  Bre- 
ton had  complained  that  Colchester  received  a 
larger  share  of  the  educational  grant  than  Cape 
Breton.  Perhaps  the  reason  was  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Colchester  contributed  more  largely  to  the 
support  ®f  education.  He  would  contrast  the 
two  counties  for  a moment.  In  Colchester  the 
peeple  contributed  $2  74  a head,  while  in  Cape 
Breton  they  only  averaged  $1.  42. 

Mr.  Bou'inot. — Take  the  whole  county  of 
Colchester — it  is  not  fair  to  take  certain  small 
sections 

Mr.  Archibald. — In  North  Colchester  the 
average  received  by  each  pupil  from  the  edu- 
cation grant  is  only  36  cents,  while  in  Cape 
Breton  it  is  72  cen*s. 

Mr.  Bourinot  — Let  the  hon.  gentleman  take 
the  whole  county,  and  then  see  if  the  figures 
bear  him  out  in  the  assertion  that  Cape  Breton 
receives  more  than  Colchester. 

Mr.  Archibald  — Even  then  the  largest 
amount  in  Colchester  was  48  cents  per  head,  and 
in  Cape  Breton  72  cents  — To  return  to  the 
more  important  subject  before  the  house,  as  to 
the  policy  of  • stablishing  these  county  acade- 
mies, he  presumed  that  the  intention  of  the 
government  was  to  establish  in  each  county  a 
better  style  of  school  than  those  now  in  exis- 
tence, but  he  was  rather  doubtful  of  the  suc- 
cess of  this  experiment.  The  old  system  of 
granting  £100  to  each  county  for  grammar 
schools  had  been  found  to  be  unsuccessful.  He 
did  not  intend  to  opp  se  the  grant,  but  he  would 
put  it  to  the  good  sense  of  the  house  whether 
it  was  not  more  likely  that  the  class  of  pupils 
who  it  was  expected  would  resort  to  these  aca- 
demies, would  be  more  apt  to  go  to  the  col- 
lege where  they  could  be  supported  and  receive 


a better  style  of  education  at  the  same  expense. 
He  would  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  bet 
ter  to  take  the  grant  and  add  ( it  to  the  fund  for 
the  establishment  of  the  superior  schools.  He 
did  not  intend  to  make  any  motion,  nor  did  he 
wish  to  interfere  with  the  grant  to  any  existing 
academy. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  he  must  trouble  the 
House  with’ a few  observations  in  answer  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon  le  der  of  the  Opposition  in 
reference  to  Cape  Breton.  That  hon.  gentle- 
man had,  in  that  bland  manner  which  was  so  ha- 
bitual to  him  in  addressing  the  house, endeavored 
to  create  a wrong  impression  as  to  the  real  facta 
of  the  matter  under  consideration.  Instead  o 
taking  ( '’olohester  as  a whole  as  he  should  hav 
done,  he  had  taken  certain  sections  of  the  conn 
ty  and  in  that  way  made  a comparison  with 
Cape  Breton  which  was  not  legitimate.  Now  he 
(Mr.  B ) would  ask  the  indulgence  of  hon.  gen- 
tleman whilst  he  delayed  them  awhile  with  a 
few  statistics  showing  a very  different  state  of 
things  to  that  adduced  by  the  learned  leader  of 
the  opposition,  and  coming  from  a source  which 
that  hon.  gentleman  himself  esteemed  most  high- 
ly. He  held  in  his  hand  a petition  from  the 
Inhabitants  of  Cape  Breton  accompanied  by 
statistical  tables, — which  had  been  prepared  by 
a mutual  friend  of  his  and  also  of  the  member 
for  Colchester  (Rev.  Dr.  McLeod)  pointing 
out  the  great  injustice  that  had  been  done  to 
Cape  Breton  in  the  mode  of  distributing  the 
road  grant  and  the  grant  for  Educational  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  Bourinot  then  read  some  extracts  from 
this  petition,  which  set  forth  in  unequivocal 
terms  the  unfairness  with  which  the  county  of 
Cape  Breton  has  been  treated  for  years  in  refer- 
ence to  grants  for  Educational  purposes.  He 
showed  that  Colchester  with  a population  of 
20,045  received  from  the  public  Treasury  for 
Education  $6,699,  being  a per  centage  of  $33  40 ; 
Antigonish,  (including  Academy  Grant,)  popu- 
lation 14,871,  received  $3,800,  or  $25  55  per 
cent. ; Victoria,  population  9,643,  $2  000,  per 
centage  of  $20.73 ; Hants,  population,  17,460, 
$3  721,  per  centage  $21.30 ; Pictou,  population 
28,785,  $5  888,  per  centage  $20  45  ; Kings,  po- 
pulation 18,731,  $3,750,  per  centage  20  20,  and 
so  on.  while  Cape  Breton,  with  a population  of 
20,865,  only  received  $2,920,  or  an  amount  p r 
cent,  of  population  of  $13.90,  being  the  lowest 
on  the  scale.  It  would  be  seen  from  these  sta- 
tistics that  Colchester  received  just  one  hundred 
per  cent  more  than  Cape  Breton.  The  late  Go- 
vernment, of  which  the  hon  member  for  CoN 
Chester  was  a member,  had  had  their  attention 
time  and  again  called  to  these  facts,  but  all  to  no 
purpose.  Now,  however,  he  was  happy  to  s*ay 
that  the  injustice  that  had  been  so  long  inflicted 
upon  Cape  Breton,  had  been  removed  by  the 
present  Bill. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  hon.  member 
would  find  on  referring  to  the  Journals,  that  he 
had,  when  upon  the  Educational  Committee*  re- 
ported strongly  against  the  unfair  mode  in 
which  the  Edu  ational  Giant’was  distributed, 
and  had  made  out  a scale  which  he  thought 
must  have  guided  the  Government  somewhat  in 
the  preparation  of  the  present  Bill.  • He  had  no 
wish  to  deprive  Cape  Breton  of  t.e r fair  share  of 


78  PARLIAMENTABY  DEBATES 


school  moneys,  and  he  admitted  that  she  had 
had  not  received  heretofore  according  to  her  po- 
pulation. 

Mr.  Blanchard  would  make  a proposition 
which  he  thought  would  accommodate  all  par- 
ties. There  were  some  counties,  such  as  Vic- 
toria, Inverness,  &e.,  in  which  there  were  really 
no  large  towns  or  villages  worthy  of  the  name, 
where  these  Academies  could  be  located. 
Under  the  former  act  difficulties  arose,  and  some 
of  the  counties  could  not  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  law,  which  entitled  them  to  the  grant  of 
£100  for  grammar  schools.  By  the  present  bill 
no  restrictions  were  mposed,  but  he  presumed 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  would  fix 
some  standard,  which  would  entit  e the  coun- 
ties to  the  benefits  of  these  Academies.  It  was 
manifest,  then,  that  some  counties  would  not  be 
entitled  to  participate  in  t e grant,  and  he  pro- 
posed an  amendment  to  the  17th  clause,  provi- 
ding that  where  such  was  the  case  one  half  of 
the  grant  should  be  appropriated  to  the  superior 
schools,  and  the  other  half  be  added  to  the  com- 
mon school  grant 

Mr.  C.  Campbell  thought  the  hon.  member 
had  better  confine  his  remarks  to  his  own 
county. 

Mr.  Blanchard  had  said  nothing  against 
Victoria  which  did  not  apply  to  his  own  county. 
In  neither  was  there  a town  or  village  of  such  a 
size  as  to  warrant  the  establishment  of  an  Aca- 
demy. His  (Mr.  B ’s)  proposition  did  not  af- 
fect the  interests  of  Victoria.  If  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  that  county  could  establish  an  Academy 
there,  so  n uch  the  better.  If  he  could  not,  his 
(Mr.  B.  Y)  ihotion  would  enable  him  to  retain 
the  grant  for  the  other  schools. 

Hon.  Einl.  Sec’y  said  that  it  had  hitherto 
been  too  much  the  habit  with  others  to  sneer  at 
Cape  Breton,  but  after  the  remarks  of  the  mem- 
ber for  Inverness  he  was  reminded  of  the  old 
adage  “ save  me  from  mv  friends.”  He  would 
tell  that  hon.  gentleman  that  there  were  towns 
of  respectable  size  in  that  county,  and  in  his 
own  county  there  was  a town  containing  an 
Academy  which  was  not  surpassed  in  this  Pro- 
vince. He  knew  well  the  advantages  that  had 
been  derived  from  that  Institution,  and  he  could 
point  to  y ouDg  men  who  had  been  enabled  to 
attain  to  positions  i » life,  which  they  never 
could  have  reached  but  for  the  Education  they 
had  received  within  its  walls. 

Mr.  Chas  J.  Campbell  said  that  perhaps  the 
Hon.  Member  for  Inverness  was  under  the  im- 
pression tha  when  he  left  the  county,  all  the 
respectability  went  with  him. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  the  member  for  Colches- 
ter (Mr.  Archibald)  bad  referred  to  the  ine- 
qualities in  the  former  system  of  distributing 
the  school  grant,  and  had  taken  credit  tor  re- 
monstrating against  it,  but  he  would  ask  him, 
why,  when  he  had  the  power  in  his  hands  for 
several  years  he  did  not  attempt  to  remedy  the 
evil.  He  thought  the  member  for  Cape  Breton 
had  good  reason  to  complain.  He  perceived 
some  inequalities  in  the  schedule  A.  annexed  to 
the  Bill,  and  he  would  call  upon  the  Hon.  Pro. 
Sec.  to  explain  upon  what  principle  a grant  for 
an  Acadeipy  was  given  to  Antigonish  which 
already  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a collegiate  In- 


stitution in  common  with  the  other  counties 
which  were  excluded. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  there  were  two  separate 
questions  before  the  House,  and  the  question  of 
the  grant  to  Antigonish  had  better  be  settled 
after  the  first  was  disposed  of.  As  regards  the 
remarks  of  the  Hon.  Financial  Secretary  and 
the  member  for  Victoria  (Mr  Chas.  Campbell), 
he  did  not  feel  that  he  had  merited  the  severe 
rebuke  he  had  received  from  them  He  had 
not  said  one  word  against  the  Aricbat  Academy, 
and  he  wa4vendeavoring  to  advance  the  interests 
of  Cape  Breton,  by  establishing  a mode  by 
whic  i this  academical  grant  could  be  retained, 
and  the  $600  distributed  over  the  whole  county 
to  the  most  advantage.  The  hon.  gentleman 
then  read  his  resolution,  the  substance  of  which 
has  been  given. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  thought  that  the  best 
way  to  dispose  of  the  difficulty  would  be  in  case 
a county  was  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  appre- 
ciate the  advantage  of  an  Academy,  to  give  the 
$600  to  the  counties  that  had  them  In  his 
county  they  had  three  academies — two  of  them 
self-sustaining — not  that  they  were  not  in  want 
of  public  aid,  but  his  usual  modes  y had  preven- 
ted him  from  asking  it  before.  In  New  Glasgow 
alone  there  were  two  academies  in  a very  pros- 
perous condition,  well  deserving  of  the  encou- 
ragement he  proposed.  The  objection  to  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness  was 
this,  that  if  you  gave  the  $600  to  counties  where 
there  were  no  academies,  you  afforded  a tempta- 
tion to  the  people  to  resist  their  establishment 
altogether.  lie  thought  that  if  any  county 
failed  to  become  entitled  to  this  grant,  then  it 
should  be  left  in  the  discretion  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction  to  distrit  ute  it  amongst  such 
counties  as  should  most  require  it. 

Hon.  Proy.  Sect,  said,  that  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  not  informed  the  House  of  his  pecu- 
liar modesty,  no  one  would  have  suspected  him 
of  it.  The  danger  he  bad  alluded  to  of  the  peo- 
ple opposing  the  establishment  of  the  academies 
could  not  arise, — for  it  would  not  prevent  their 
establishment  if  the  whole  county  was  hostile  to 
them.  He  thought  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Inverness  was  a (air  one,  and  he 
would  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  McDonnell  was  in  favour  of  the  esta- 
blishment of  Academies,  for  he  believed  they 
would  have  a most  beneficial  effect  upon  the 
cause  of  education.  He  thought,  however,  the 
circumstances  of  some  counties  might  be  differ- 
ent from  those  of  others,  and  that  this  fact  should 
be  taken  into  consideration.  He  believed  it 
would  be  preferable  to  ame  d the  law  so  as  to 
give  the  power  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
in  case  an  Academy  was  not  deemed  requisite, 
to  allot  so  much  of  the  money  to  the  common 
schools,  and  so  much  to  the  grammar  or  supe- 
rior schools,  as  might  in  their  judgment  appear 
advisable.  Such  an  amendment,  in  his  opinion, 
was  preferable  to  that  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Inverness. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  the  effect  of  such 
an  amendment  would  be  to  prevent  an  Academy 
being  established.  The  Commissioners  were 
scattered  all  over  the  country,  and  local  jealou 
sies  would  certainly  arise. 
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Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  expressed  himself  strong- 
ly in  favour  of  the  re-establishment  of  county 
Academies.  He  alluded  in  complimentary  term 
-to  the  Academy  in  Richmond,  and  expressed 
his  belief  that  other  counties  could  establish  in- 
stitutions which  would  be  eventually  just  as 
successful.  He  was  in  favour  of  seeing  a regu- 
larly graded  system  of  education  in  this  Pro- 
vince, so  that  our  young  men  might  receive  all 
the  benefits  of  a thorough  education. 

Mr.  Chas.  J.  Campbell  said  that  he  was  not 
willing  to  allow  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness 
(Mr.  Blanchard)  to  malign.his  county.  He  stood 
in  the  House  to  represent  the  interests  of  Victoria 
and  was  not  prepared  to  hear  in  silence  imputati- 
ons of  an  unfair  character  cast  upon  it;  he  denied 
the  assertion  that  Victoria  was  unable  to  esta- 
blish such  an  Academy  as  was  proposed  in  the 
bill.  Every  man  in  that  county  was  conscious 
of  the  benefits  that  were  derived  lrom  educa- 
tional institutions,  and  would  exert  every  nerve 
to  found  an  academy  that  would  not  be  surpass- 
ed any  where  in  all  essent  al  attributes. 

Hon  Pro.  Sec.  said  that  the  object  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Inverness  was  merely  to  pre 
vent  the  money  being  lost  to  those  counties 
which  might  not  deem  it  advisable  to  establish 
academies.  „ 

Mr.  C.  J Campbell  stated  that  he  wanted  to 
hold  out  inducements  to  the  people  to  build 
academies,  and  be  was  afraid  that  the  amend- 
ment proposed  would  have  a contrary  effect. 
He  repeated  his  denial  that  tnere  was  a single 
district  in  his  county  that  was  not  able  to  build 
a good  academy. 

Mr.  Parker  was  afraid  that  the  experiment 
now  about  to  be  tried  would  not  be  successful, 
for  past  experience  had  shown  that  academies 
did  not  answer  in  this  country.  He  believed 
that  their  tendency  would  be  to  confer  benefits 
on  the  rich  men  in  the  shire  towns  where  these 
institutions  would  be  established  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  poor  settlers  in  the  back  districts.  It 
would  be  preferable,  he  chought,  to  appropriate 
the  money  intended  for  this  purpose  over  the 
differ  nt  counties  for  the  benefit  of  the  common 
schools. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  the  difficulty  with  the 
hon.  member  was  that  there  was  no  academy 
for  Colchester. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  said  that  whenever  the  hon. 
member  for  Colchester  (Mr.  Parker)  got  up,  he 
appeared  to  be  under  the  impression  that  he 
was  making  a hustings'  oration.  He  explained 
that  the  country  was  in  a, very  different  condition 
to  what  it  was  when  academies  were  tried  be- 
fore. Looking  at  the  remarkable  progress  it 
had  made  and  was  making,  there  appeared 
every  guarantee  for  their  success.  One  of  the 
principal  reasons,  he  added,  that  they  had  not 
succeeded  was  the  inadequate  compensation  af- 
forded to  the  principals,  but  that  difficulty  was 
removed  by  the  present  bill.  He  looked  upon 
these  academies  as  the  nurseries  for  the  colle- 
giate institutions  of  the  country. 

Dr.  Brown  read  some  statistics  to  show  the 
attention  that  was  paid  to  the  higher  branches  of 
education  in  this  province  under  the  bill. 

T e figures  read  by  the  hon.  gentleman  in 
support  of  his  views,  were  these : 


Kings, 

$1000 

Hants, 

1000 

St.  Mary’s, 
St.  Xavier, 

1000 

1000 

Pictou, 

1000 

»c  ackville, 

1000 

Normal, 

4700 

Dalhousie  (say) 

3000 

New  Academies 

7800 

Superior  Schools, 

7200 

Superintendent  of  Education, 

1600 

$30,300 

The  amount  appropriated  for  Common  Schools 

— §58,830. 

From  these  figures,  added  the  hon.  gentle- 
man in  conclusion,  it  would  be  seen  that  he  was 
quite  correct  in  the  statem  nt  with  which  he 
had  started,  that  the  amount  paid  for  superior 
education  was  large  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
appropriated  to  the  lower  branches.  On  the 
whole,  however,  he  approved  of  the  bill  as  being 
a considerable  step  in  advance. 

Mr.  McLellan  explained  that  he  had  no  de- 
sire to  withdraw  the  amount  granted  to  any  ex- 
isting institutions  He  had  felt  on  looking  at 
the  clause  in  question,  that  it  might  to  a certain 
extent  tend  to  break  down  those  institutions  that 
we  had  been  building  up  for  years  He  had  al- 
so taken  into  consideration  the  fact,  as  shown 
by  the  hon.  member  for  South  Kings,  that  the 
h;gher  branches  had  received  more  attention 
tha  the  lower  ones.  However,  it  might  be  in- 
delicate for  him  to  make  any  motion,  and  he 
therefore  would  withdraw  it.  If  Colchester  had 
been  introduced  into  the  schedule,  he  would 
have  made  a motion  to  have  the  $600  distribu- 
ted among  the  superior  and  common  schools. 

Mr.  Blanchard's  amendment  was  then 
agreed  to,  and  added  to  the  17th  clause. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported. 

BILL. 

Mr.  Tobin  introduced  a bill  to  amend  the 
Chapter  Revised  in  Statutes  relating  to  Licenses 
for  the  sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  prayer  of  a petition  he  had  pre- 
sented a few  days  ago 

The  House  adjourned  until  three  o’clock  next 
day. 

, Thtjhsdat,  March  3. 

PETITIONS. 

The  House  met  at  3 P.  M. 

Dr.  Hamilton  presented  a petition  from  a 
number  of  the  residents  of  King’s  County,  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  an  additional  polling 
place  in  Ward  5 in  that  County. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  presented  a petition  asking 
for  an  additional  polling  place  in  Port  Mulgrave, 
Guysboro’  County— also  a petition  from  resi- 
dents of  the  same  place  respecting  the  mode  of 
defraying  the  expenses  of  keeping  the  lock-up 
at  that  place. 

THE  EDUCATION  BILL. 

Tho  House  then  went  into  Committee  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  Education  Bill. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  moved  the  passing  of  Sche- 
dule A.  Clause  17  of  the  bill  provides  that  the 
sum  of  $7,800  shall  be  granted  towards  the  sup 
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port  of  County  Academies,  to  be  constructed 
and  located  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
of  the  Council  of  Instruction.  Schedule  A. 
names  the  Counties  thirteen  in  number,  and 
apportions  the  sum  of  $600  to  each.  The 
Counties  are  Queen’s,  Annapolis,  Lunenburgh, 
Cumberland,  Digby,  Yarmouth,  Shelburne, 
Guyshorough,  Antigonishe,  Cape  Breton,  Inver- 
ness, Richmond  and  Victoria. 

The  hon.  gentleman  remarked  that  the  object 
of  the  provision  was  to  provide  for  a higher 
class  of  education  in  every  county  in  the  Pro 
rince  not  already  possessing  an  academy.  He 
had  been  asked  why  provision  was  made  for  an 
academy  in  the  County  of  Antigonishe,  which 
County  already  had  a College,  and  would  ans 
wer  that,  the  educational  institution  existing 
there  wag  more  of  a Theological  than  a Secular 
character,  and  therefore  not  suited  to  the  educa- 
tional wants  of  a large  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  county. 

Mr.  Miller  said  he  would  just  as  soon  grant 
a boon  to  the  County  of  Antigonishe  as  to  any 
other  in  the  Province,  but  he  objected  to  one 
rule  being  applied  t > that  County  and  another  to 
others,  iie  also  stated  that  the  College  and  the 
Ecclesiastical  Seminary  were  distin  t institu 
tions  In  the  College  there  was  nothing  of  a re- 
ligious and  denominational  character  at  all. . 

Mr.  Blanchard  had  no  desire  that  Antigo- 
nishe should  be  deprived  of  an  Academy,  but 
the  reasons  alleged  for  granting  the  boon  to  that 
County  applied  with  equal  force  to  other  Coun- 
ties in  the  Province,  and  therefore  the  distinction 
made  by  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  was  an  invi- 
dous  one.  In  Hants  there  was  a purely  denomi- 
national Academy,  an  Institution  in  which  the 
formula  of  he  Episcopal!  hurch  were  observed, 
and  it  was  as  much  a denominational  College  a3 
St.  Francis  Xavier  at  Antigonishe.  The  Pres- 
byterians, Meihodists,  and  Baptists  of  Hants 
County  had  just  as  much  right  to  complain  of 
the  exclusive  denominational  character  of  King’s 
College,  as  the  whole  Protestant  body  of  Anti- 
gonishe had  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  and  yet  no 
provision  was  made  for  an  Academy  in  Hants. 
He  had  many  friends  in  Antigonishe,  and  would 
be  glad  to  see  the  educational  interests  of  that 
County  well  provided  for,  but  must  object  to  the 
p ovision  in  the  bill  with  respect  to  that  County, 
because  it  was  incongruous,  and  involved  an 
unfair  distinction. 

Mr.  Archibald  had  yet  to  be  convinced  that 
any  cause  existed  to  justify  the  distinction 
that  it  was  proposed  to  make  w th  respect  to  the 
County  of  Antigonishe.  If  it  were  true  that 
St.  Francis  Xavier  was  not  purely  a religious 
College  he  did  not  see  why  all  denominations 
could  not  avail  themselves  of  the  educa  ional 
advantages  it  afforded  He  would  have  little 
respect  for  the  protestants  who  objected  going 
to  a Roman  Catholic  School  to  learn  the  higher 
branches  of  instruction-  Tbe  provision  of  the 
biil  with  regard  to  Antigonishe  was  a step  in 
the  direction  of  denominational  or  separate 
schools,  and  be  was  convinced  that  even  the 
Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  himself  would  not  care  to  see 
that  principle  established.  He  thought  very 
likely  the  establishment  of  the  proposed  academy 
was  a pet  project  of  the  Solicitor  General. 


Hon,  Prov.  Sec.  said  he  was  sorry  he  was 
getting  altogether  too  protestant  for  the  hon. 
membar  for  Colchester,  and  he  was  astonished 
to  find  opposition  on  such  grounds  coming  from 
that  quarter.  He  would  again  state  the  object  of 
providing  for  an  Academy  in  Antigonishe. — 
There  was  a large  body  of  people  there  who  were 
desirous  of  having  an  A<‘adtmical  Institution, 
and  who  objected  to  sending  their  children  to  St. 
Francis  Xavier  because  it  was  a Theological 
College,  and  therefore  provision  was  made  for 
the  establishment  of  another  institution  if  found 
necessary. 

Hon.  Solicitor  General  was  amused  to 
hear  the  hon.  member  for  South  Colchester 
express  such  sentiments  of  liberality  with  re- 
spect to  Roman  Catholics,  sentiments  o en 
tirely  different  from  those  promulgated  by  him 
and  his  party  for  the  last  six  years  If  he 
were  sincere  then  his  views  were  diame- 
trically opposed  to  his  professions  of  the  last  six 
years.  He  denied  that  he  was  desirous  of  hav- 
ing a pet  instittftfon  in  his  county.  He  had  not 
been  consulted  respecting  the  exception  with 
regard  to  Antigonishe,  and  had  not  demanded 
any  such  privilege,  and  did  not  know  that  such 
provision  was  in  the  bill  until  after  it  was  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  Archibald  was  happy  to  learn  that  the 
hon.  Sol.  Gen  was  not  the  origi  ator  of  the 
provision,  but  lie  would  say  that  if  he  was  not 
aware  such  was  in  the  bill,  until  after  it  was 
printed,  he  was  often  to  the  accusation  of  dis- 
charging his  duties  as  a member  of  the  Govern* 
ment  in  a very  inefficient  manner.  With  res- 
pect to  religious  schools,  he  had  stated  nothing 
inconsistent  with  what  he  had  ever  before 
uttered.  No  person  ever  heard  him  say  that 
rhetoric  was  so  far  tied  to  religion  that  it  could 
not  be  separately  taught  in  a denominational 
school.  He  condemned  the  attempt  of  insi- 
dously  introducing  a principle  under  the  pretence 
ol  asking  a boon  for  ; he  Protestants  of  Antigo- 
nishe. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  said  when  he  saw  the  provi- 
sion in  the  bill  for  the  Academy  in  Antigonishe 
he  approved  ot  it,  and  therefore  wa«  just  as  re- 
sponsible for  it  as  for  any  other  Government 
measure  He  considered  that  the  action  of  the 
hon.  leader  of  tbe  opposition  was  entirely  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  course  he  had  pursued  in  former 
years,  when  the  country  was  torn  asunder  by 
sectarian  strife. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  this  was  a matter  that 
should  not  be  considered  with  regard  to  either 
politics  or  religion,  but  purely  upon  principle. — 
Antigonishe  already  had  an  important  education- 
al institution,  and  it  was  proposed  by  this 
schedule  to  give  it  an  Academy,  and  the  reason 
assigned  was  respect  for  the  feelings  of  a small 
minority  of  the  people.  He  would  ask  in  what 
respect,  on  that  ground,  the  County  of  Antigo- 
nishe differed  frem  the  County  of  Pictou 1 It 
was  needless  for  him  to  state  that  the  principle 
of  respecting  the  minority  did  not  obtain 
throughout  the  measure.  Why  was  not  the  mi- 
nority in  the  County  of  Pictou  equally  respected 
in  the  schedule  wi  h Antigonishe  ? He  would 
vote  against  the  proposition  because  it  was  both 
inconsistent  and  unfair. 
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Mr.  Killam  thought  this  detail  ought  to  be 
struck  out  of  the  bill — he  did  not  approve  of  it. 

Mr.  Miller  said  if  the  distinction  was  re- 
tained he  would  move  for  a similar  privilege 
for  the  protestant  minority  of  Arichat,  and  in 
so  doing  he  hoped  he  would  have  the  able  as- 
sistance of  the  Financial  Secretary. 

Dr.  Bro^n  said  the  Government  had  grace- 
fully allowed  the  bill  to  be  modified  in  Com- 
mittee, and  there  was  no  necessity  for  them  to 
adhere  strictly  to  the  terms  of  the  clause  now 
before  them.  It  was  not  that  he  grudged  the 
small  sum  to  Antigonishe,  but  because  the  pro- 
position introduced  the  principle  of  separate 
schools — of  giving  one  school  to  Protestants  and 
Roman  Catholics — to  which  he  was  wholly  op- 
posed. There  was  only  about  2,000  Protestants 
tn  Antigonishe  and  over  12.000  Roman  Catho- 
lics, and  why  should  it  have  separate  schools 
any  more  than  Digby,  with  6000  Catholics, 
who  would  not  send  their  children  to  the  Pro- 
testant Academy  ? For  these  reasons  he  felt 
obliged  to  vote  for  striking  the  county  of  Anti- 
gonishe out  of  the  schedule. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  said  the  question  was  either 
designedly  misrepresented  or  not  understood. — 
This  bill  was  not  asking  a grant  for  one  deno- 
mination, but  for  all  Protestant  denominations. 
The  case  of  other  counties  that  had  been  refer- 
red to  were  not  at  all  analagous,  as  there  was 
in  no  county,  except  Antigonishe,  a college  clo- 
sed to  all  but  one  denomination.  In  other 
counties,  the  Protestants  and  Catholics  patron- 
ized the  one  institution  ; but  it  was  not  so  in 
Antigonishe,  becaue  for  some  reason  prejudice 
was  stronger  there  than  elsewhere,  and  he 
thought  the  Protestant  minority  was  entitled  to 
an  Academy. 

Mfc.  Longley  snid  if  this  provision  passed,  it 
would  open  a door  that  it  would  hereafter  be 
found  difficult  to  close.  It  was  impossible  to 
conceal  the  object  for  which  the  condition  was 
introduced  in  the  bill,  and  it  would  be  a grace- 
ful favor  of  the  framer  to  remove  it.  If  they 
passed  this  clause  they  would  affirm  the  princi- 
ple of  separate  schools,  and  lead  to  much  embar- 
rassment. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  there  had  beenjja  dis- 
position manifested  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
to  treat  the  bill  courteously,  and  owing  to  the 
aid  of  members  of  both  sides  the  measure  was 
much  more  perfect  than  when  submitted,  and 
therefore  he  accepted  the  strictu  es  upon  the 
section  under  consideration  in  the  same  spirit 
he  had  those  made  with  reference  to  other  pro- 
visions of  t e bill.  His  opinion,  however,  re- 
mained unchanged  with  respect  to  the  justness 
of  the  proposition,  and  he  should  take  the  sense 
of  the  Committee  on  it.  He  pointed  out,  in 
conclusion,  that  no  fair  analogy  could  be  drawn 
between  Antigonishe  and  the  other  places  men- 
tioned ; the  circumstances  in  the  case  of  the 
former  were  very  different. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  opposed  the  proposition, 
and  said  if  it  passed,  he  would  second  the  motion 
the  hon.  member  for  Richmond,  (Mr.  Miller) 
had  given  notice  of,  to  extend  the  same  privi- 
lege to  the  Protestant  minority  of  Arichat.  He 
added  that  he  had  considerable  delicacy  in  op 
posing  the  grant,  as  some  of  his  most 
agreeable  reminiscenses  were  connected  with 
11 


his  residence  in  that  beautiful  town.  It  was, 
however  his  duty  to  the  county  which  he  repre- 
sented, as  well  as  to  the  whole  people  over 
whose  interests  he  was  bound  to  watch,  to  see 
that  justice  wes  equally  extended  to  all  classes. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  no  one  had  a right  to 
assume  that  the  Academy  at  Arichat  was  deno- 
minational. It  was  of  course  under  the  control 
of  the  Catholics  inasmuch  as  that  body  is  large- 
ly in  excess  of  any  other,  but  that  it  was  not 
open  to  very  denomination  in  Arichat  he  de- 
nied. He  wa^  aware  that  Protestant  parents 
were  in  the  habit  of  sending  their  children  to 
that  institution  in  preference  to  the  Protestant 
school  established  in  the  same  place.  He  was 
opposed  to  this  grant  going  to  Antigonishe,  be- 
cause he  did  not  believe  that  the  population  of 
Antigonishe,  for  which  it  is  intended,  are  able 
to  support  an  Academy.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Pro.  Sec.,  that 
if  a minority  in  any  county  was  ready  to  esta- 
blish an  Academy,  he  would  grant  them  the 
same  facilities. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec.  said  that  the  hon.  member 
was  quite  correct  in  his  statement  that  the  insti- 
tution at  Arichat  is  not  denom  national.  His 
o ivn  children  had  attended  it. 

Hon.  Sol.  Genl.  asked  why  it  was  if  the  in- 
stitu'ion  was  not  denominational,  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Richmond  (Mr.  Miller)  was  desirous  of 
asking  for  another  grant  for  the  Protestants 
there. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Killam  and  the 
Attorney  General,  the  question  was  put,  and 
Antigonishe  was  struck  out  without  a division. 

The  next  subject  was  Schedule  B,  appropria- 
ting the  Common  School^  grant  among  the  dif- 
ferent counties  more  in  accordance  with  popu- 
lation. It  is  as  follows  : 

Cape  Breton  County — Three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fourteen  dollars. 

King's  County — Three  thousand  three  hundred 
and  thirty  two  dollars. 

Qieen's  County — One  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  dollars. 

Richmond  County — Two  thousand. two  hundred 
and  forty-four  dollars. 

Antigonishe  County — Two  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven  dollars. 

Victoria  County — One  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  dollars. 

City  of  Halifax — Four  thousand  four  hundred 
and  fifty  nine  dollars. 

Rural,  Shore,  and  Western  Di  tricts — Four 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars,  to 
be  divided  among  the  existing  districts,  accord- 
ing to  population. 

Annapolis  County — Two  thousand  nine  hun- 
deed  and  eighty -two  dollars,  to  be  divided 
among  the  existing  districts,  according  to  popu- 
lation. 

Colehester  County — Three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  dollars,  to  be  divided  among 
the  existing  districts,  according  to  population. 

Cumberland  County — Western  District — Six 
hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars. 

Eastern  District — Two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars. 

Digby  County — Two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars,  to  be  divided  among  the 
existing  districts,  according  to  population. 
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Guysborovgh  Coun’y — Two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred a.  d sixty  four  dollars,  to  be  divided  among 
toe  •'■xisting  districts,  according  to  population. 

Hants  County — Three  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eight  dollars,  'o  be  divided  among  the  ex- 
isting districts,  according  to  population 

Inverness  County — Three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  dollars,  to  be  d vided  among 
the  existing  districts,  according  to  population. 

Lunenburg  County — Three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one  dollars,  to  be  divided  among 
the  existing  districts,  according  to  population 

Pictou  County — North  District — Two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty -two  dollars. 

South  District— Two  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighty-one  dollars. 

Shelburne  County — One  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  two  dollars,  to  be  divided  among  the 
existing  districts,  according  to  population. 

Yarmouth  County — Two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  divided  among  the 
existing  districts,  according  to  population. 

The  Schedule  passed  with  the  understanding 
that  the  Boards  . in  the  various  Counties  shall 
Stand  as  they  are,  unless  required  to  be  altered 
by  the  members  of  the  County.  The  Provincial 
Secretary  stated  that  if  any  gentleman  wished 
any  new  arrangement  made,  on  consultation 
■with  his  constituents,  it  could  be  easily  done  at 
a subsequent  period. 

Dr.  Hamilton  said  : — It  must  be  very  grati- 
fying to  the  Hous  ' to  find  that  this  bill  has  final- 
ly got  through.  I have  not  expressed  an  opi- 
nion on  this  matter  during  the  passage  of  this 
measure  for  reasons  which  I will  not  now  state.  I 
may  say,  however,  that  the  bill,  in  my  opinion,  is 
a very  great  improvement  on  the  one  now  in  ex- 
istence. Looking  at  its  provisions,  I think  that 
it  will  have  the  effect  of  establishing  the  very 
desirable  object  of  taxation,  which  is,  after  all, 
the  true  principle  on  which  the  educatio  of  the 
County  should  be  based.  I have  lit  le  dobut  that 
the  House,  after  no  very  long  period,  will  be 
able  to  establish  the  principle  of  assessment  in 
its  fullest  extent,  with  the  conviction  that  the 
people  themselves  fully  appreciates  its  advanta- 
ges. It  is  not  my  intention  at  this  late  stage  of 
the  measure,  to  trouble  the  House  with  any- 
extended  observations.  My  only  object  in  ri- 
sing is  to  say  that  whilst  there  are  some  fea- 
tures of  the  bill  which  do  not  meet  with  my 
entire  approbation,  yet  on  the  whole  I consider 
it  as  likely  to  produce  most  beneficial  results  to 
to  the  country. 

Mr.  Hill  said — I rise  with  the  intention  of 
expressing  my  approval  as  I think  it  a duty  I 
owe  to  this  House,  and  my  constituents  to  give 
expressions  to  my  opinions  on  the  subject.  The 
hon.  the  leader  of  the  opposition  remarked  when 
this  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table,  that  he  consi- 
dered it  of  great  importance  to  the  province. 
He  told  us  of  the  great  material  prosperity  of 
the  country  in  the  last  decade,  and  then  drew 
in  strong  contrast  the  fearful  amount  of  igno- 
rance which  pievailed  throughout  the  province 
tinder  the  present  system  of  education.  Does 
it  not  seem  strange,  confessing  as  he  does  its 
vast  importance,  and  knowing  the  fearful 
amount  of  ignorance  which  prevails,  that  h°,  as 
one  of  the  late  Govt,  should  have  been  making 
laws  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  and 


should  not  have  done  something  to  have  miti- 
gated those  evils  of  which  he  now  says  he  is 
ashamed?  All  will  allow  that  Government 
must  protect  life  and  property  from  spoliation. 
By  some  means  it  must  do  this.  Ii  you  take 
away  education  as  a means,  what  do  you  leave  ? 
Why,  sir,  you  do  that  which  inflicts  an  immense 
amount  of  misery  and  appeal  only  to  the  lower 
parts  of  human  nature. 

Take  away  education,  and  what  are  your 
means  ? Military  force,  prisons,  and  all  the  ap- 
paratus of  the  penal  laws.  If  there  be  an  end  to 
which  Government  is  bound  to  attain,  if  there 
are  only  two  ways  of  obtaining  it,  if  one  of  those 
ways  is  by  elevating  the  mind  and  intellectual 
character  of  the  people  and  if  the  other  way  is 
by  inflicting  pain,  who  will  doubt  which  way  a 
Government  ought  to  take.  It  does  seem  one 
of  the  strangest  things  that  a Government  ought 
to  have  power  to  punish  their  subjects  for  not 
knowmg  their  duty,  but  at  the  same  time  have 
taken  no  steps  to  let  them  know  what  that  duty 
is.  Many  of  the  gentlemen  whom  I see  around 
me  have  spoken  favorably  of  the  bill,  therefore 
I do  not  think  it  too  much  to  expect,  that  with 
the  additional  graftt,  and  the  safe-guards  and 
checks  placed  upon  the  teachers  and  the  taught, 
that  a corresponding  benefit  will  be  derived. 

Under  the  old  system,  what  is  the  position  of 
the  school  master?  Is  he  well  remunerated?— 
Has  he  the  highest  respect  of  the  public  extend- 
ed to  him?  Are  your  Masters  men  who  ought 
to  have  the  highest  confidence  of  the  public  ? — 
who  ought  to  rec  ive  all  deference  and  honor,  as 
well  upon  principle  as  from  their  high  position  ? 
No,  sir,  they  are  the  men  who  have  taken  to 
teaching  as  a last  resource — worn  out  sailors, 
broken  down  tradesmen,  men  in  genera^who 
cannot  even  write  a common  letter. 

Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  then,  that  with  such  a 
class  of  teachers  we  should  have  such  an  amount 
of  ignorance  ? This  new  bill  will  obviate  many 
of  these  inconsistencies,  as  no  person  applying 
for  a license,  unless  he  can  pass  a creditable  ex- 
amination under  clause  14th  of  this  bill  can  get 
a certificate.  And  if  the  examiners  do  their  du- 
ty, we  shall  then  have  such  men  as  we  can  look 
up  to  with  deference  and  honor.  With  these 
few  remarks,  Mr.  Chairman,  I express  my  ap- 
proval of  the  bill. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  moved  an  amendment  as  an 
addition  to  the  25th  clause,  in  reference  to  the 
qualification  of  a rate-payer,  which  was  passed. 

Mr.  Archibald  suggested  that  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor be  made  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Public  Instruction,  but  it  was  not  thought 
advisable  by  the  Solicitor  General,  or  Provincial 
Secretary. 

The  bill  then  passed  through  Committee  and 
was  reported  up. 

petitions,  &o. 

Mr.  Archibald  introduced  a bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Cobequid  Marine  Insurance  Company. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  presented  a petition  of  W. 
Price  and  others  against  a grant  for  the  erection 
of  a Bridge  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  River. 

Mr.  Longley  presented  a petition  from  an 
aged  soldier  for  change  of  lot  of  land  granted, — 
the  first  one  given  being  useless  from  its  sterility. 

The  House  adjourned  until  3 o'clock  next  day. 
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Friday,  March  4th,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

BILLS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell,  Chairman  of  the  Col- 
chester Election  Committee,  obtained  leave  to 
adjourn  until  Wednesday  next 

Mr.  James  McDonald  introduced  a Bill  to 
incorporate  the  Albion  Mines  Saving’s  Bank. 

Several  private  bills  were  read  a second  time 
and  committed 

Mr  Longley  presented  a petition  from  Lower 
Stewiacke  on  the  subject  of  Dalhousie  College. 

Mr  Longley  alluded  to  papers  which  had 
been  laid  < n the  table  of  the  House  a few  days 
ago  by  the  Hon.  Pro.  Sec  on  the  subject  of  the 
remission  of  p stage  on  books  and  pamphlets 
received  from  the  Agricultural  Department  at 
Washington.  He  now  laid  on  the  table  some 
books  on  that  important  subject  which  had  been 
received  by  Mr.  Monaghan  from  Washington, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  government  would  take 
steps  to  allow  these  to  come  into  the  Province 
free  of  postage. 

THE  EDUCATION  BILL. 

Hon.  Pro.  Secy  moved  the  third  reading  of 
the  Educational  Bill. 

Mr.  Blanchard  called  attention  to  the  word- 
ing of  the  second  section  of  the  29th  clause,  and 
enquired  whether  the  meaning  was  that  the 
whole  amount  required  for  the  salaries  of  the 
Teachers  should  be  subscribed  by  the  people 
before  the  school  went  into  operation.  If  so,  he 
thought  it  might  be  more  clearly  expressed. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  such  was  the  inten- 
tion, and  he  thought  the  meaning  was  sufficient- 
ly clear. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a third  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed 

Mr.  Miller  enquired  whether  the  bill  had 
finally  passed,  as  he  wished  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  29th  clause. 

Hon.  Prov.  ^>ecy.  said  it  was  too  late,  as  the 
Bill  had  passed.  Ample  time  had  been  given 
to  every  member  to  move  against  the  bill,  and  a 
call  of  the  House  had  been  had  for  that  purpose. 
If  members  did  not  attend  to  the  business  of  the 
House,  they  must  take  the  consequences. 

Mr.  Miller  had  no  wish  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  by  any  further  observation  on  the 
bill.  All  he  wished  to  do  was  to  journalize  upon 
it,  and  if  the  Prov  ncial  Secretary  insisted  upon 
shutting  him  out,  he  would  have  to  move  to  re- 
scind. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Hon.  Prov.  Sec- 
retary agreed  that  the  motion  should  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Viller  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed, for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  the  2nd 
section  of  the  29th  clause,  (which  gives  the 
Trustees  power  to  assess  the  inhabitants,  in  case 
the  sum  agreed  to  be  raised  for  the  support  of 
the  schools  at  the  annual  meeting  failed  to  be 
realized) — the  words,  “ who  have  agreed  to  sup- 
port such  school,”  after  the  word  “ inhabitants.” 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  said  that  if  this  motion  pre- 
vailed it  would  destroy  the  Bill,  and  would 
make  the  school  a close  school  instead  of  being 
open  to  all  On  division  Mr.  Miller’s  motion 
was  lost  39  to  10. 


For  the  motion — Messrs.  Parker,  Jost,  Miller, 
MacDonnell,  Locke,  Charles  Campbell,  Ross, 
Stewart  Campbell,  Robicheau. 

Against — Messrs.  Tobin,  J.  Campbell,  Hatfield, 
Donald  Fraser,  King,  More,  Jas.  Fraser,  McKay, 
Bill,  Churchill,  Lawrence,  Donkin,  Hill,  Bouri- 
not,  Hon.  Sol.  Genl.,  Dr.  Brown,  Archibald, 
Allison,  Killam,  Atty.  Genl.,  George  Brown, 
Whitman,  Pryor,  Ivaulback,  Hamilton,  Longley, 
Slocumb,  Prov.  Sec’y,  McLellan,  Blanchard, 
Robertson,  Heffernan,  Annand,  Balcom,  Colin 
Campbell,  Coffin,  Cowie,  Jas.  McDonald,  Shan- 
non. 

The  bill  then  finally  passed  and  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  con- 
currence. 

INTERCOLONIAL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  Archibald  enquired  whether  any  recent 
despatch  had  been  received  by  the  government 
from  the  Canadian  government  in  reference  to 
the  survey  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec  replied  that  a despatch  had 
been  received  from  the  Governor  General,  sta- 
ting that  the  Canadian  Government  had  deci- 
ded to  make  a survey  of  the  proposed  route,  at 
their  sole  cost,  but  intimating  at  the  same  time 
that  if  the  other  Provinces  wished  to  join,  an 
opportunity  would  be  offered  them  of  so  doing. 
The  despatch  also  requested  that  the  Nova  Scotia 
Government  afford  every  aid  in  their  power  to 
Mr.  Sandford  Fleming,  the  Engineer  whom  they 
had  selected  for  the  work.  An  answer  had  been 
returned  stating  the  readiness  of  the  Nova^Sco- 
t a Government  to  afford  Mr.  Fleming  all  the  as- 
sistance in  their  power. 

The  despatch  would  shortly  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

HARBOUR  PRIVILEGES  AT  GLACE  BAY,  C.  B. 

Mr.  Bourinot  reported  from  a Select  Com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  a petition  from 
certain  inhabitants  of  Little  Glace  Bay,  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  a Bill  to  enable  the  petitioners 
to  enjoy  the  privilegee  sought  for.  The  hon. 
gentleman  explained  that  the  petitioners  sought 
to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  landing  goods  and 
merchandize  (except  coal)  upon  wharves  erect- 
ed by  tin  Glace  Bay  Mining  Company  upon  pri- 
vate lands,  upon  the  payment  of  such  rates  as 
should  be  fixed  by  the  Governor  in  Council. 

Mr.  Blanchard  thought  the  act  was  unne- 
cess  ry,  as  there  was  already  a law  on  the  sta- 
tute book  on  the  subject.  He  inquired  whether 
it  was  intended  to  give  the  public  the  right  to 
land  and  ship  goods  on  private  property. 

Mr.  Miller  explained  that  the  Glace  Bay 
Mining  Company  were  incorporated  to  work 
mines  at  Big  and  Little  Glace  Bay.  At  the  for- 
mer place  there  was  a good  harbor,  and  the  pub 
lie  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  the  wharves  of  the 
Company  ; and  it  was  to  this  that  the  Act  intro- 
duced by  the  member  for  Inverness  referred  — 
Little  Glace  Bay  was  a small  inlet  surrounded 
by  private  lands,  which  the  Company  had  pur- 
chased and  upon  which  they  had  erected 
wharves, — and  it  was  these  wharves  that  peti- 
tioners wished  to  v ave  the  right  to  use.  The 
Committee  had  before  them  individuals  repre» 
senting  the  Company,  who  expressed  their  wil- 
lingness to  concede  the  privilege  soiaght  for, 
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Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  the  President  of  the 
Company  was  before  the  Committee,  and  gave 
his  consent  to  the  passage  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  subject  would 
be  more  properly  discussed  on  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  but  if  the  parties  whose  rights 
were  concerned,  offered  no  opposition,  there 
could  not  be  any  question  *bout  it. 

Hon  Atty  Gen  agreed  that  the  proper  time 
for  this  question  to  come  up  was  upon  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  bill.  He  considered  that 
where  a company  had  expeuded  large  sums  of 
money,  as  he  knew  from  personal  observation, 
this  company  had,  in  erecting  the  accommoda- 
tion referred  to,  it  was  necessary  that  the  house 
should  see  that  their  rights  were  respected. 

Mr.  Bourinot  introduced  a bill  in  accord- 
ance with  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

SESSIONS  IN  VICTORIA. 

Mr.  C.  Campbell  asked  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Sessions  at 
Victoria. 

After  some  objections  to  the  bill  on  the  ground 
of  its  being  past  the  time  for  presenting  private 
bills  it  was  suggested  to  the  hon.  member  that 
the  a’teration  of  a single  word  in  the  Revised 
Statutes  would  accomplish  his  object.  The  bill 
was  read  a first  time. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  C.  Campbell  asked  for  special  leave  to 
present  a petition  from  Donald  McRae  of  Vic- 
toria, praying  for  a free  grant  of  land  under  cer- 
tain circumstances  set  forth  in  his  petition. 

After  a few  remarks  from  hon  Atty  Gen,  Mr. 
Blanchard  and  others  against  the  policy  of  re- 
ceiving such  petitions  a-  this,  the  petition  was 
read— setting  forth  that  the  petitioner  was  in  in- 
digent circumstances  in  consequence  of  having 
married  a widow,  with  three  children,  one  of 
whom  was  imbeeile. 

Hon  Atty  Gen  said  that  petitioner  forgot  that 
he  took  her  for  better,  for  worse. 

The  petition  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Locke,  by  special  leave,  presented  a pe- 
tition from  Shelburne,  asking  for  a change  in 
po3tal|accommodation. 

Mr.  Geo.  Whitman  asked  the  Government 
to  lay  upon  the  table  a return  of  the  number 
and  salaries  of  the  Registrars  of  Shipping,  in 
this  Province. 

The  Hon.  Attorney  General  moved  that 
the  House  go  into  committee  on  Bills. 

' QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  before  the  House 
went  into  committee  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  House  a circumstance  which 
had  occurred  outside,  connected  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House,  which  he  deemed  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  merit  the  attention  of  the 
committee  on  Privileges.  Some  time  ago  when 
the  House  was  discussing  a clause  in  the  Revised 
Statutes  which  referred  to  the  delivery  of  cer- 
tain goods  and  merchandize' from  the  warehouse 
for  the  use  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  duty  free,  he 
had  occasion,  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  du- 
ties, to  ask  the  House  whether  the  meaning  of 
the  Act  was  sufficiently  clear,  and  the  House 
agreed  with  him  that  it  was  not,  and  added  such 
words  to  the  Statute  as  clearly  expressed  its 


meaning.  He  did  not  complain  th  t a portion 
of  the  press  had  misrepresented  his  intentions 
and  misconstrued  his  views  upon  the  subject, 
for  these  were  things  tl  at  a public  man  must 
expect ; but  the  matter  had  assumed  a more 
serious  character,  and  to  that  he  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  House.  He  observed  by  one  of 
the  evening  papers  that  a few  evenings  since 
His  Honor  the  Administrator  of  the  Govern- 
ment attended  a theatre  in  this  city,  where  he 
was  received  as  commander-in  chief  with  the 
honors  due  to  his  rank,  and  that  on  that  occa- 
sion an  officer  of  the  garrison  under  his  com- 
mand read  a prologue,  composed  by  himself  in 
which  he  lampooned  not  only  the  course  which 
he  (Mr.  B ) had  pursued  in  the  matter  referred 
to,  but  also  the  action  of  a majority  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

He  had  no  personal  feeling  in  the  matter,  and 
did  not  care  what  an  officer  thought  or  said,  and 
if  the  gentleman  who  seemed  to  he  afflicted 
with  the  “ Cacoethes  Scribendi,”  thought  proper 
to  indulge  this  disease  by  newspaper  effusions, 
he  had  no  objections  ; but  when  an  officer  hold- 
ing Her  Majesty’s  commission  ventured  in  a 
public  assemblage,  in  the  presence  of  the  Ad- 
ministrator of  the  Government,  (who  formed  a 
component  part  of  the  Legislature,)  to  lampoon 
the  action  of  the  House  upon  a public  question, 
it  was  a matter  deserving  the  condemnation  of 
the  House,  and  with  that  object  he  now  brought 
the  subject  forward,  in  order  that  the  committee 
of  privileges  might  deal  with  it  as  they  thought 
best  comported  with  the  digDity  of  the  Honse. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  was  not  sorry  that  the  hon. 
member  had  brought  this  subject  before  the 
House,  although  he  hoped  he  would  not  consider 
if  of  sufficient  importance  to  make  it  the  subject 
of  a motion.  He  (Dr.  T.)  had  spoken  to  His 
Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  subject,  and  His  Excellency  had 
expressed  his  regret  that  any  such  allusion 
should  have  been  made  in  h:s  presence  to  the 
act  ' on  of  a member  of  the  Legislature  in  his  of- 
ficial capacity.  His  Excellency  had  since  called 
for  the  paper  referred  to,  but  was  informed  that 
it  had  been  destroyed  and  no  copy  kept.  The 
Administrator  of  the  Government  was  present 
on  the  occasion  referred  to  as  a spectator,  and 
not  as  an  officer  in  command.  Notwith- landing 
the  gross  liberty  which  had  been  taken  on  the 
occasion  in  question,  he  hoped  the  hon.  member 
for  Inverness  would  not  consider  the  matter  of 
sufficient  importance  to  make  it  a subject  of  re- 
ference to  the  Committee  of  Privileges. 

Mr.  Blanchard  expressed  himself  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  given,  and  was  pleased  to 
find  that  His  Honor  the  Administrator  had  no 
previous  knowledge  of  what  was  going  to  take 
place.  Under  the  circumstances,  and  especially 
as  the  paper  was  no  . forthcoming,  he  would  not 
press  his  motion. 

REVISION  OF  THE  STATUTES. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  Bills  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Revised  Sta- 
tutes. Chapter  123  of  Copyrights,  chap.  124  of 
Useful  Inventions,  chap.  125  of  the  Prevention 
of  Frauds  and  Perjuries,  passed  without  dis- 
cussion. 

On  the  reading  of  Chap.  133  of  Municipal  In- 
corporations, Hon.  Attorney  General  said,  that 
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here  they  had  a monument  of  Legislative  wis- 
dom, and  of  the  folly  of  the  people  in  refusing  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  it  conferred. 

Dr  Hamilton  did  not  see  the  use  of  keeping 
the  law  on  he  statute-book.  He  intended  to  in- 
troduce a bill  making  certain  alterations  in  the 
composition  of  the  Sessions. 

Hon  Prov.  Secy,  did  not  think  the  people 
deserved  to  have  it  continued. 

Dr.  Brown  said  the  only  amendment  he 
would  propose  would  be  to  strike  out  the  option- 
al clause. 

Mr.  Longley  did  not  wish  to  throw  any  slur 
upon  his  hon.  colleague,  but  as  it  was  evident 
the  people  would  not  accept  the  bill,  he  did  not 
see  any  use  in  keeping  it  on  the  statute  book. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  thought  that  some 
of  its  clauses  would  clash  with  the  new  Educa- 
tional Bill.  He  did  not  think  it  wise,  however, 
to  strike  it  out  of  the  statute  book. 

After  some  further  remarks  the  Bill  passed. 
A number  of  other  chapters  were  passed,  and 
the  Committee  rose. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday. 


Monday,  March  7. 

PETITIONS. 

The  House  met  at  3 p.  m. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  : — 

By  Mr.  S.  Campbell — from  John  McLean, 
an  aged  teacher  in  the  county  of  Guysborough, 
askmg  fora  free  grant  of  land  : also  one  from 
certain  inhabitants  of  St.  Mary’s,  praying  that 
the  site  of  the  Post-office  for  that  district  be  al- 
tered. 

By  Mr.  Jas.  McDonald— from  James  Grant, 
an  aged  teacher  in  Pictou  county,  praying  for  a 
free  grant  of  Crown  Land. 

By  Mr.  John  Campbell — from  a number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  a section  of  Queen’s  County, 
against  a contemplated  mail  route  in  that 
county. 

By  Hon.  Atty.  General — from  Mr.  Wm. 
Burton  and  Mr.  Locke,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  to  change  the  name  of  Robert  Burton 
by  adding  Locke  thereto ; and  he  introduced  a 
bill  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion. 

By  Hon.  Fin.  Secy.,  from  a number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Richmond,  praymg 
that  that  County  be  exempted  from  toe  provi- 
sions of  the  last  statute  labor  Act. 

By  Mr.  Blanchafd — rom  a number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Port  Hawkesbury,  in  relation  to 
streets. 

GUYSBORO’  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Killam,  from  the  Committee  appointed 
to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  John  J.  Mar 
shall  against  the  return  of  Stewart  Campbell — 
reported  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Campbell  was  le- 
gally elected,  and  is  entitled  to  hold  his  seat. 

ACADEMY  AND  COLLEGE  RETURNS. 

The  Provinci  1 Secretary  laid  on  the  table  re- 
turns from  the  Pictou  Academy,  Mount  Alii 
son  Academy,  Acadia  College,  St.  Francis  Xa- 
vier College,  and  Kings  College,  Windsor.  He 
observed  that  the  returns  afforded  evidence  that 
these  institutions  were  being  conducted  with  vi- 
gor and  efficiency,  and  their  operations  were  of 


an  encouraging  nature,  and  success  was  attend- 
ing the  efforts  of  the  promoters. 

INTER  COLONIAL  RAILWAY. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec  laid  on  the  table  the  corres- 
pondence that  had  taken  place  between  the 
Governor  General  and  the  Administrator  of  the 
Government  of  this  Province  on  the  subject  of 
the  survey  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway. 

BILLS. 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  a bill  to  invent  certain 
lands  in  the  City  of  Halifax  now  occupied  as  a 
Poor’s  Asylum,  in  the  Board  of  Works  and  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Poor. 

Dr.  Hamilton  introduced  a bill  for  the  better 
management  of  county  business  by  the  General 
Sessions. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

The  Legislative  Council  by  message,  inform- 
ed the  House  that  that  body  had  agreed  to  a 
large  number  of  chapters  of  the  Revised  Sta- 
tutes without  any  amendment. 

DALHOUSIE  COLLEGE. 

Mr.  Longley  asked  when  the  returns  from 
Dalhousie  College  would  be  presented  to  the 
House. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  replied  that  they  would  be 
submitted  at  an  early  day. 

THE  ASSESSMENT  LAW. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
R.  S.  and  took  up  the  assessment  law,  on  cer  ain 
clauses  of  which  some  desultory  discussion  en- 
sued. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  paying  Grand  Juries  for  attendance  at 
the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  approved  the  princi- 
ple of  paying  Juries,  and  also  advocated  paying 
Grand  Jurors  a higher  sum  than  half  a dollar  a 
day  for  attending  to  the  legislation  of  the  coun- 
try 

Mr  Donkin  said  that  he  had  introduced  a 
bill  on  a former  occasion  to  raise  the  pay  of 
grand  juries— at  present  they  were  paid  too  lit- 
tle. 

Dr.  Hamilton  said  if  his  bill  just  introduced 
passed,  it  would  do  away  with  grand  juries  alto- 
gether. Its  object  was  to  transfer  the  power 
from  the  grand  jury  to  men  selected  by  the  peo- 
ple out  of  each  polling  district. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  these  men  would,  in 
reality,  be  a grand  jury.  The  Statute,  now 
under  consideration,  did  not  touch  the  appoint* 
ment  of  grand  jurors  at  all. 

Mr.  J.  McDonald  moved  that  one  dollar  be 
substituted  for  50  cents,  and  that  grand  jurors  be 
paid  the  same  sum  with  travelling  fees  for  at- 
tendance on  the  Supreme  Court  at  the  regular 
term. 

Mr.  Longley  expressed  himself  in  favour  of 
’the  principle  of  payment. 

Mr.  Archibald  thought  the  motion  of  the 
hon  gentlemen  would  lay  too  great  a burthen  on 
the  counties,  and  affirm  a dangerous  principle. 
Magistrates,  it  might  be  urged,  should  be  paid 
also. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  it  would  be  unjust  to 
the  petit  juries,  whose  duties  are  most  onerous, 
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to  pay  them  less  than  the  grand  juries.  He 
was  afraid  it  would  be  too  great  a tax  to  raise 
the  sum  to  a dollar. 

Mr.  Coffin  was  in  favor  of  paying  jurors 
sufficiently. 

Dr.  Brown  said  if  grand  juries  were  paid, 
magistrates  would  also  have  a right  to  be  paid. 

Hon.  Sol.  General  argued  in  favour  of  pay- 
ing juries  sufficient  remuneration,  and  denied 
any  fair  analogy  could  be  drawn  between  them 
and  magistrates. 

Messrs.  Bourinot  and  Blanchard  thought  the 
increase  proposed  was  too  much. 

Mr  Killam  did  not  see  the  use  of  grand  juries 
before  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Locke  thought  too  much  time  was  occu- 
pied in  discussing  these  questions. 

It  was  agreed  that  grand  juries  be  paid  for 
attendance  on  the  Supreme  Court. 

A division  then  took  place  on  the  motion  to 
pay  one  dollar  instead  of  fifty  cents  to  the  grand 
juries.  The  motion  was  lost. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  moved  80  instead  of  50  cents, 
which  motion  was  also  lost. 

Mr.  Donkin  moved  that  the  42nd  clause  re- 
ferring to  lands  of  non-residents  be  struck  out. 
The  motion  was  not  put,  but  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Miller  asked  how  it  was  that  the  chap- 
ter of  the  R.  S.  referring  to  Pilotage  and  Harbor 
Masters  had  not  been  sent  up  to  the  Upper 
House.  A number  of  Chapters  passed  at  the 
same  time  h id  been  sent  up  and  returned. 

The  Speaker  said  he  would  make  enquiries. 

The  House  adjourned  until  three  o'clock  the 
next  day. 


Tuesday,  March  8. 

PETITIONS. 

The  House  met  at  3 P.  M. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented : 

By  Hon.  Prov.  Sec  — From  John  Shaw,  an 
aged  teacher,  in  the  County  of  Richmond,  for  a 
free  gra.  t of  land. 

By  Hon  Prov.  Sec.— From  John  Tays,  res- 
pecting payment  for  lands  taken  from  him  tor 
railway  purposes. 

By  Mr  Archibald.— From  a number  of  in- 
habitants of  a district  in  the  County  of  Colches- 
ter, praying  for  increased  postal  accommoda- 
tion. 

By  Hon.  Atty.  Gen.— From  John  Sorley 
and  others,  with  reference  to  Dalhousie  College. 

By  Mr.  Longiey.—  From  a number  of  inha- 
bitants of  Truro,  relating  to  Dalhousie  College, 
—also  one  from  inhabitants  of  Port  Williams, 
Annapolis,  on  the  same  subject. 

MESSAGE  FROM  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

The  Legislative  Council,  by  Message,  inform- 
ed the  House  that  that  body  had  agreed  to  chap- 
ters 89  and  90  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  the  for- 
mer with  trifling  amendments,  and  the  latter 
without  amendment. 

enquiry. 

Mr.S. Campbell  asked  the  Government  to  lay 
upon  the  table  a detailed  statement  of  the  free 
tickets  and  passes,  and  other  gratuitous  carri- 
age on  the  railway,  of  passengers  and  freight, 
(including  horses  and  waggons)  from  ther  time 


of  the  appointment  of  the  present  Railway  Com- 
missioner to  the  date  of  the  requisition  specity- 
ing  in  such  statement  the  individual  passengers, 
description  of  freight  carried,  the  distances  of 
the  carriage  ot  such  passengers  and  freight,  res- 
pectively, and  the  amount  chargeable  therefor 
in  respect  of  paying  passengers  and  freight. 

[The  Legislative  Council  amended  a section 
of  the  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  relating 
to  Measurement,  by  pr  viding  for  the  imposition 
of  a fine  of  $1  for  each  barrel,  upon  persons 
making  and  selling  apple  barrels  below  the  stan- 
dard measurement.  The  amendment  was  adop- 
ted by  the  House.] 

THE  PICTOU  RAILWAY. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  then  begged  leave  to 
introduce  a bill  providing  for  the  construction  of 
a Railroad  from  Truro  to  Pictou. 

The  o ject  of  this  bill,  said  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, is  the  extension  from  the  terminus  at 
Truro  to  the  navigable  waters  at  the  harbour  at 
Pictou,  and  the  means  provided  for  meeting  the 
expenditure  which  this  extension  necessitates 
are  the  appropriation  of  such  deposits  in  the  Sa- 
vings bank  as  may  be  applicable  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  issue  of  Provincial  Debentures,  not 
exceeding  sixteen  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
at  six  per  cent.,  redeemable  in  twenty  years. 
It  is  not  usual  in  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill  to 
enter  very  much  into  detail  upon  the  subject, 
and  I shall  not  on  this  occasion  do  more  than 
offer  a few  general  observations  in  relation  to  the 
policy  of  the  Government  and  myself  as  one  of 
its  members. 

In  offering  this  bill  for  the  extension  of  rail- 
ways, I do  not  forget,  sir,  that  for  many  years  I 
occupied  a prominent  part  in  this  House  as  op- 
posed to  the  system  of  railway  construction  by 
government,  and  advocated  instead  the  construc- 
tion of  railways  by  private  enterprise.  All  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  our  public  affairs 
are  aware  that  a controversy  of  no  ordinary  cha- 
racter arose  upon  the  policy  which  divided  the 
parties  in  the  country  at  the  time.  Tha  position 
which  I took  I believed  to  be  sound,  and  I have 
no  reason  to  think  that  I made  any  mistake 
in  the  judgment  which  I then  formed,  and  were 
the  subject  now  for  the  first  time  before  the 
House,  I should  feel  disposed  to  act  upon  the 
principles  and  policy  which  governed  me  on 
former  occasions  It  is  no  longer,  however,  a 
question  of  first  impression ; the  poli  y has  been 
settled.  It  has  been  constitutionally  settled — 
that  is,  it  has  be  n settled  where  alone  the  affairs 
of  a free  people  can  be  settled — by  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  pe  pie.  Now,  sir,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected that  on  i he  occasions  to  which  I am 
recalling  you,  after  a strenuous  and  protracted 
struggle  a bill  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
corporating a Company  with  very  considerable 
aid  from  the  government.  A year  was  allow- 
ed to  enable  those  who  might  be  disposed 
to  hazard  their  means  in  such  an  enterprise  to 
engage  in  it,  but  the  year  passed  without  the  un- 
dertaking being  adopted  by  private  capitalists. 
The  reason  of  this  failure  and  the  disap- 
pointment of  the  expectations  of  those  who 
were  in  hopes  that  the  scheme  would  meet 
with  success,  it  is  unnecessary  now  to  refer  to. 
We  know  a change  took  place  in  England  in  the 
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situation  of  affairs  in  consequence  of  the  Russian 
War.  Another  reason  why  capitalists  abroad 
were  unwilling  to  invest  money  in  a large  un- 
dertaking of  that  kind,  may  be  briefly  stated. 
This  country  was  nearly  divided  on  the 
subject ; as  men  of  sagacity  they  could  not 
but  feel  that  the  undertaking  in  which  they 
would  embark  was  considered  with  disfavour, 
and  would  meet  with  no  support  from  a very- 
large  and  powerful  party  in  this  country. — 
Whatever  the  reasons  were,  the  scheme  failed, 
and  that  which  has  been  the  railway  policy  for 
many  years  past  was  adopted. 

Now  in  opposing  this  policy  I was  never  actu- 
a'ed  by  the  beliet  that  Railways  were  inexpe- 
dient or  useless  things  ; I never  upheld  any  nar- 
row or  contracted  policy  in  reference  to  them. 
On  the  contrary,  I may,  I think,  claim  to 
myself  good  credit  for  having  been  the  first 
member  of  this  Legislature  who  took  a really 
practical  step  towards  the  introduction  of  the 
question  of  railways,  for  I believe  it  was  I who 
introduced,  whilst  in  office,  the  re  olution  upon 
which  the  survey — known  as  Major  Robinson’s 
— was  ultimately  carried  on.  The  object  of  that 
Burvey  was  to  obtain  reliable  information,  or  in 
other  words,  substantial  grounds  to  work  upon. 
Again,  I may  refer  to  the  position  that  I occu- 
pied in  ’57.  The  hon.  member  tor  Colchester  is 
aware  that  both  of  us  when  in  England  used  our 
best  energies  to  induce  the  British  Government 
to  lend  a favorable  ear  to  the  construction  of 
the  Intercolonial  Railway.  His  able  assistance 
was  given  to  the  framing  of  those  representa- 
tions which  we  deemed  might  be  useful  in  in- 
ducing that  government  to  look  upon  the  scheme 
favorably,  Again,  whilst  still  in  office,  in  1858, 
the  following  year,  my  hon.  friends  before  me, 
the  Provincial  Secretary,  and  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral, were  chosen  by  the  Government  to  unite 
with  delegates  from  the  neighbouring  provinces, 
with  a view  of  forwarding  the  same  object ; and 
they  made  proposals  and  entered  into  negocia- 
tions,  which  gave  promise  of  that  undertaking 
being  accomplisned  upon  terms  which  I thought 
at  he  time,  and  continue  to  think,  were  just 
and  right.  That  negociation  unfortunately  fail- 
ed, and  it  was  no  small  tribute  to  tbe  soundness 
of  the  views  of  my  hon  friend  and  associates  in 
the  delegation  in  1858,  that  a year  or  two  af  er, 
when  we  had  lost  office,  and  the  gentlemen  op- 
posite had  sucseeded,  they  adopted  a policy  of  a 
similar  character,  and  used  their  exertions  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  the  same!  scheme  to  the 
notice, and  engaging  if  possible  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  British  Government.  That  also 
subsequently  failed,  and  our  railway  policy  was 
ultimatelybrought  down  to  theAets  which  passed 
during  last  session.  To  those  Acts  I gave  my 
very  decided  opposition,  for  I looked  upon  them, 
as  I do  now,  as  recommending  the  adoption  of 
a scheme  of  railway  construction  which  must 
have  been  most  injurious  in  its  consequences. 
I looked  upon  the  agreement  which  was  enter- 
ed into  in  combin  >tion  with  the  other  delegates 
from  New  Brunswick  and  Canada  as  having 
given  a very  disproportionate  share  of  the  bur- 
then to  Nova  Scotia, — one  which,  if  it  had  gone 
into  operation,  would  have  entailed  upon  us  an 
excessive  load  of  debt,  and  the  burthen  of  sus 
taining  a railway  enterprise  under  circumstan- 


ces which  would  have  been  very  injurious.  I 
have  never  hesitated  in  respect  to  the  subject  of 
the  Intercolonial  Railway  to  believe  that  the 
British  Government  should  do  more  than  mere- 
ly assisting  us  to  borrow  money  at  a cheaper 
ra'ethan  otherwise  would  be  possible.  Look- 
ing at  the  enterprise  in  reference  to  its  national 
as  well  as  its  intercolonial  importance,  I 
consider  they  should  to  assume  some  share 
of  the  burthen  of  its  construction ; but 
that  has  not  been  the  view  that  has  been 
adopted  in  England.  Now,  we  are  all  well 
avare  that  the  polioy  of  last  session  failed  in 
consequence  of  Canada  having  withdrawn  from 
the  arrangements  under  circumstances  which  it 
is  notmecessary  for  me  to  recapitulate,  There 
was  an  act,  however,  passed  last  session  of  a 
different  character,  authorizing  the  extension  of 
ten  miles  on  a line  common  to  the  Pictou  and 
Intercolonial  roads.  I need  not  repeat  the  opi- 
nion that  I entertain  of  this  bill,  for  it  is  needless 
to  make  observations  that  might  sound  harsh- 
ly in  the  ears  of  others  on  an  occasion 
like  this ; but,  it  will  be  remembered,  that 
I deprecated  it  as  utterly  inconsistent — as  utterly 
at  variance  w th  reason,  to  pass  a bill  for  the 
purpose  of  constrncting  t n miles  of  railway 
upon  a line  that  was  not  defined,  and  could  not 
be  defined  until  other  parties  had  concurred, 
and  which  could  only  be  at  a period  which  would 
necessarily  protract  any  action  upon  the  bill. 

When  the  change  took  place  that  brought  into 
power  my  colleagues  and  myself,  we  found  the 
legislation  on  this  matter  of  railways  in  the  con- 
dition to  which  I have  just  referred.  An  Act 
had  passed,  which  was  nugatory,  in  consequence 
of  the  failure  of  Canada,  and  that  winch  provi- 
ded for  the  building  of  ten  miles  was  alone  ope- 
rative. We  were  not  called  upon  to  exercise 
any  judgment  as  regards  the  former,  for  it  was 
not  in  a condition  to  be  acted  upon  ; but  we  were 
called  upon  to  take  action  with  respect  to  the 
extension  of  the  ten  miles,  and  we  felt  it 
would  not  be  fair  or  honorable,  whatever  might 
be  our  ultimate  policy  with  regard  to  railways, 
to  allow  an  act  to  be  operative  after  we  had  de- 
precated it  as  inconsistent  with  sound  principles. 
We  felt  it  was  better  and  more  genuine  to  leave 
the  subject  openfor  the  decision  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Now  the  Government,  when  they  undertook 
to  deal  with  this  question,  felt  that  responsibili- 
ties of  no  ordinary  character  were  entailed.  I 
for  oue  felt  that  I was  called  upon  to  con- 
sider a question  which  might  place  me  in 
the  position  which  I at  present  occupy,  of 
introducing  a proposal  for  the  extension  of 
railways  upon  a principle  that  I had  always 
condemned.  I felt  I might  be  also  called  upon, 
in  considering  the  subject,  to  deal  with  it  in  a 
manner  that  might  not  confer  such  immediate 
benefits  upon  my  own  constituents  as  they  would 
wish ; but  at  the  same  time  I knew  that  as  a 
public  man,  I was  called  upon  to  deal  with  this 
question  on  broad  and  general  principles,  to  look 
at  it  with  reference  to  the  interests  of  the  whole 
country,  rather  than  to  those  of  any  particular 
section.  I think  I need  not  give  any  assurance 
from  my  own  lips  that  I have  striven  to  do  so  ; 
I think  the  position  i hat  I occupy  at  this  mo- 
ment is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  desire  that 
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netrrafes  me.  Whether  I have  erred  in  judg- 
ment or  not,  I have  endeavored  to  adopt  that 
policy  which  I believe  on  the  whole  to  be  best 
for  the  interests  of  Nova  Scotia,  that,  in  fact, 
which  seems  an  absolute  necessity. 

Now  let  us  for  a moment  view  the  feeling  of 
the  country  that  has  gradually  grown  up  during 
the  last  few  vears  with  regard  to  the  railway 
extension.  We  know  how  largely  it  occupied 
the  public  mind.  There  were,  indeed,  some 
portions  of  the  province  where  it  was  not  looked 
upon  with  much  favour,  but  taking  a very  large 
proport1  on  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  the 
question  of  railway  extension  unquestionably 
obtained  a deep  hold  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people.  And  it  is  a singular  circumstance  that 
there  is  scarcely  a county  in  this  province  which 
ha3  not,  at  one  time  or  other,  affirmed  the 
policy  which  has  prevailed  in  this  country. 
We  know  that  when  the  question  has  been  promi- 
nently before  the  constituencies,  and  entered  no 
doubt  largely  into  the  influences  which  lead  to 
the  result  of  elections,  most  of  the  western  as 
well  as  eastern  counties  have  returned  members 
favorable  to  the  policy  of  railway  extension. 
But  the  question  was  brought  more  to  a precise 
point  of  late  years  than  at  first.  The  extension 
to  Pictou  was  early  a favourite  object  with  the 
representati  es  and  inhabitants  of  the  eastern 
portions  of  this  Province,  and  it  was  presented 
to  the  House  on  many  occasions.  One  sir,  was 
memorable  in  the  history  of  railway  policy,  be- 
cause it  had  no  small  influence  on  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country.  In  1859,  whilst  we  were 
in  office,  and  gentlemen  opposite  were  in  oppo- 
sition, the  extension  to  Pictou  was  moved  and 
urged  by  the  strongest  considerations  and  argu- 
ments possible.  We  were  placed,  as  a Govern- 
ment, at  that  time,  in  circumstances  of  a very 
trying  character.  The  resources  of  the  country 
then  rendered  such  an  extension  in  our  judg- 
ment exceedingly  injudicious,  if  not  impractica- 
ble. But  what  was  the  course  that  the  Admi- 
nistration of  that  day  took  1 The  extension  to 
Pictou  was  not  denounced  as  inconsistent  with 
the  interests  of  the  Province,  but  t was  opposed 
at  that  particular  juncture  simply  on  the  ground 
that  the  financial  condi  ion  of  the  country  did 
not  warrant  the  outlay.  Gentlemen  oppo  ite 
said,  notwithstanding  this,  the  railway  should 
be  built.  We  answered  that  we  felt  we  could  not 
touch  it  for  that  year,  but  in  the  Resolution  which 
we  moved,  we  in  effect  pledged  ourselves  that 
when  the  resources  of  the  country  would  permit 
it,  the  extension  to  Pictou  should  be  made  the 
subject  of  Government  action.  In  resisting  the 
application  at  that  time  we  were  not  ignorant 
that  we  were  jeopardizing  our  position.  We 
knew  the  weight  Pictou  and  other  counties  east 
must  necessarily  have  in  the  General  Election, 
and  felt  that  we  were  undermining  our  position 
and  our  hold  upon  the  people.  Our  adversaries 
pressed  us  upon  the  point  at  which  they  could 
place  us  at  the  greatest  disadvantage.  We  gave 
the  assurance  that  when  the  resources  of  the 
country  warranted  it,  our  intention  was  to  ex- 
tend the  railway.  On  the  other  hand,  gentle- 
men opposite  gave  positive  assurance  that  it 
should  be  done  immediately.  The  people  of 
Pictou  accepted  the  more  positive  assurance 
that  they  received  from  our  opponents,  and  the 


elections  came  on,  and  the  reins  of  government 
passed  out  of  our  hands.  What  followed,  I need 
not  tell  you.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  during  the 
past  four  years,  while  the  gentlemen  opposite 
were  in  office,  they  avoided  the  question  of  rail- 
way extension  to  Pictou,  and  have  thrown  up- 
on us  the  responsibility  of  dealing  with  the  sub « 
ject. 

There  are  many  considerations  which  may 
naturally  justify  the  feeling  that  has  grown  up 
in  favor  of  extension.  The  western  part  of  our 
railway  has  reachedthe  navigable  waters  of  the 
Bay  of  Fundiy.  Iu  doing  so,  it  has  not  been  ne- 
cessary, it  is  true,  to  travel  a great  extent  of  coun- 
try, but  it  has  reached  a terminus  where  it  can 
open  up  intercourse  with  the  whole  western  por- 
tion of  the  coun  ry,  and  1 was  not  a little  struck 
last  autumn,  whilst  spending  some  days  at  Wind- 
sor, to  observe  at  the  wharf  there  a small  schooner 
that  I found  on  enquiry,  was  a regular  packet 
trading  from  Wilmot,  in  the  county  of  Anna- 
polis, to  Windsor.  Here  I had  an  evidence  that 
the  western  portion  of  the  Province,  in  addition 
to  the  advantages  of  communication  and  in- 
tercourse with  St.  John,  and  the  States,  by  vir- 
tue of  its  geographical  position,  had  algo  in  the 
railway  a means  of  arriving  at  this  market  with 
punctuality  and  despatch.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  railway  at  Truro  is  of  no  special  benefit 
to  the  East.  Thead  vocates  of  extension  to  Pic- 
tou have  naturally  urged  that  if  we  took  the 
rails  40  miles  further  on,  to  the  navigable  waters 
of  Pictou,  we  would  open  up  communication 
with  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  with  the  east- 
ern portions  of  our  Province  which  lie  far  off, 
and  can  only  be  reached  at  present  by  circuitous 
routes.  There  is  no  doubt  great  weight  in  this 
argument.  We  know  that  Prince  Edward 
Island,  which,  in  former  days,  was  a large  cus- 
tomer of  Halifax,  has  been  placed  in  the  situa- 
tuation  of  having  its  business  diverted  from  Nova 
Scotia  to  New  B unswick.  The  people  of  that 
Province  extended  their  railway  to  the  waters  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  at  Shediac,  and  brought  them 
selves  into  as  close  proximity  as  possible  by 
steamboat  with  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  in 
doing  so  they  pursued  a course  which  gives  them 
an  advantage.  We  know  that  communication  with 
Prince  Edward  Island  is  a matter  of  some  benefit 
to  the  Province;  but  beyond  that,  when  one 
looks  at  the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  we  cannot  but 
feel  tha‘  at  present  it  is  largely  separated  from 
us,  and  that  the  mode  of  communication  is  te- 
dious and  protracted.  Build  the  roal  to  Pictou, 
and  connect  it  by  steam  with  Port  Hood  and 
Arichat,  and  you  confer  a most  desirable  boon 
on  that  beautiful  Island,  which  at  this  moment  is 
so  exceedingly  full  of  interest.  We  now  see  the 
resources  of  that  Isl  nd  being  developed  in  no 
ordinary  degree  by  capital  brought  from  abroad. 
This  fact  surely  affords  an  addition  reason  why 
communication  between  the  capital  and  the  isl- 
and should  be  rendered  much  more  facile  than  at 
present.  Nor,  whatever  may  be  its  weight, 
ought  I to  pass  over  a consideration  that  presses 
upon  many  individuals  in  favour  of  the  railway 
to  Pictou — that  is,  the  extensive  coal  mines  on 
the  harbour  which  may  be  found  most  useful 
far  the  purpose  of  replenishing  tbe  market  here 
when  fuel  is  searce,  if  not  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  a regular  supply.  Without  pretending 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


89 


to  analyze  very  closely  the  value  of  these  vari- 
ous arguments,  and  the  causes  from  which  they 
are  derived,  it  was  impossible  not  to  see  that 
there  was  great  soundness  in  them.  When  we 
connected  then,  the  strong  feeling  in  the  eastern 
portions  with  those  reasonable  grounds  on  which 
this  feeling  was  founded,  it  was  ;mpossible  not 
to  feel  that  it  was  entitled  to  respect  and  that  it 
must  make  itself  felt.  And  then  came  to  be 
presented  to  the  government,  then  came  before 
my  own  mind,  a consideration  which  rose  far 
higher  than  any  I have  stated  higher  than 
mere  calculations  of  money  spent  east  or  west, 
one  that  affected  the  interests  of  the  country 
mo3t  deeply.  I felt  that  to  deny  the  extension, 
after  the  encouragement  it  had  received,  and  in 
view  of  the  strong  feeliDg  that  had  grown  up  on 
the  subject,  would  be  to  create  discord  and  dis- 
union that  could  not  fail  to  affect  the  interests  of 
this  country  in  all  its  relations  for  years  to  come. 
I felt  if  the  railway  to  Pictou  was  given  the 
go  bye  despite  considerations  so  powerful  as 
those  to  which  I have  referred,  there  must  grow 
up  two  antagonistic  parties  striving  and  contend- 
ing with  each  other,  not  so  much  on  the  ground 
of  policy  as  on  questions  growing  out  of  local 
circumstances  and  geographical  position,  and  I 
need  not  say  that  any  one  who  is  at  all  acquaint- 
ed*with  the  strife  that  arises  from  considerations 
of  this  character,  must  feel  that  the  flood 
gate  onceopenel  it  would  be  impossible  to  cal- 
cu’ate  the  injury  that  would  be  certain  to  result, 
for  it  would  mingle  itself  with  our  deliberations 
and  avocations.  Therefore  looking  at  the  ques- 
tion in  all  its  bearings,  and  with  a view  to  the 
interests  of  the  whole  people,  I have  felt  that  as 
a member  of  the  government  I was  bound  to 
adopt  the  policy  of  extending  the  railroad  to 
Pictou.  After  the  most  serious,  and  as  I believe 
conscientious  consideration,  I have  come  to  the 
conviction  that  I was  doing  what  was  the  best 
thiDg  possible  for  the  Province  as  a whole. 
J feel  that  the  considerations  that  I am  ur- 
ging to  the  House  may  not  affect  others  as 
much  as  they  have  effected  me ; but  neverthe- 
less I am  convinced  that  all  who  will  look  at 
the  subject  in  its  true  light, who  will  take  a proper 
view  of  the  position  of  this  country  and  of  its 
population  in  connection  with  the  subject  to 
v lech  I am  referring,  must  feel  that  it  is  well 
v o thy  of  the  consideration  that  we  have  given 
it.  I am  not  insensible  to  the  objection  to  the 
extension  to  Pictou  that  it  must  consume  a large 
portion  of  the  public  funds,  but,  sir,  I remember 
that  the  ground  upon  which  the  Pictou  Railway 
in  1859  was  rejected,  was  the  embarrassed  con- 
dition of  the  resources  of  the  country.  We  are 
happy  now  to  know  that  this  ground  of  objection 
no  longer  exists,  and  that  we  are  enabled  to- 
day, whilst  offering  this  scheme  to  the  House, 
to  say  to  gentlemen  around  that  the  policy 
which  we  intend  to  pursue  with  regard  to  the 
construction  of  the  Pictou  Railway  will  not  pre- 
vent the  Government  offering  to  this  House  a 
much  larger  sum  of  money  for  local  purposes 
which  are  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try— first  in  the  shape  of  a largely  increased  road 
grant,  and  next  in  meeting  the  special  objects  of 
local  improvement  which  are  indispensable  in  the 
various  counties  in  the  Pro <■  ince.  I believe  that 
gentlemen,  whether  from  East  or  West,  in  the 
12 


distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  will  acknow- 
ledge that  the  distant  counties  will  have  a large 
and  just  claim  for  consideration  in  the  expendi- 
ture that  is  contemplated.  I feel  sure  that  this 
House  will  have  no  cause  of  dissatisfaction  when 
we  are  enabled  to  present  to  the  House  the 
amount  to  be  appropriated  and  the  mode  of  dis- 
tribution of  the  moneys  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government  under  the  sanction  of  the  House. 
And  I may  here  observe  that  it  will  be  percei- 
ved tba"  no  large  amount  will  be  expended  in 
this  undertaking  during  the  present  year,  be- 
cause the  work  of  preparation  will  occupy  the 
greater  part  of  the  season  available  for  work. 

But,  sir,  there  are  other  considerations  that 
may  present  themselves  I have  adverted  to  the 
Intercolonial  Railway.  Now  I wish  to  deal  with 
the  subject  as  I have  a ways  dealt  with  it,  and 
as  I wish  to  deal  with  every  subject — with  en- 
tire frank  ess.  Whilst  I am  advocating  and 
presenting  to  the  consideration  of  this  House  a 
bill  for  the  construction  of  the  railway  to  Pic- 
tou, I do  not  desire  for  one  moment  to  conceal 
my  conviction  of  the  great  importance  of  ? ailroad 
communication  between  the  three  Provinces  of 
Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia.  I 
look  st  the  question  in  a broad  light ; I consider 
it  in  its  national  aspect.  The  aspiration  of  my 
heart  has  always  been  for  the  union  of  these 
provinces.  I believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
man  in  Nova  Scotia  who  desires  to  raise  his  own 
position  as  well  as  that  of  his  country,  to  do  his 
utmost  to  bring  that  union  about.  I look  upon 
the  Intercolonial  Railway  independent  of  its 
commercial  advantages. 

( The  hon.  gentleman  was  here  interrupted  by 
a Message  from  the  Legislative  Council,  inform- 
ing the  House  that  they  had  agreed  to  several 
Chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes  ) 

I was  observing  to  the  House,  continued  the 
Attorney  General,  that  I do  not  desire  !o  keep 
out  of  sight  the  importance  of  the  Intercolonial 
Railway ; and  I have  afforded  some  evidences 
of  my  disposition  to  favour  that  work,  by  my 
references  to  the  original  survey  l y Major  Ro- 
bertson, and  to  the  negotiations  that  were  got 
up  in  1857  and  subsequently.  Again,  during 
the  late  recess,  the  government  were  called  upon 
to  unite  in  a survey  for  the  Intercolonial  line. 
We  were  asked  to  unite  in  it  with  a view  of 
ascertaining  whether  a practicable  route  could 
be  foun  i ' through  the  central  part  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  whether  the  line  could  be  built 
within  the  limit  prescribed  in  the  last  nego- 
tiations. But,  as  every  one  knows,  that  survey 
passed  off  in  consequence  of  some  disagreement 
growing  up  between  New  Brunswick  and  Ca- 
nada. We  did  not  feel  ourselves,  I may  state, 
bound  by  engaging  in  that  survey  to  ratify  or 
to  sanction  the  legislation  of  last  year.  We  had 
no  such  thought  or  intention.  It  seemed  desira- 
ble that  we  should  obtain  accurate  information 
on  those  points  on  which  we  could  not  form  any 
accurate  idea.  Canada  is  now  engaged  in  that 
survey  on  her  own  resources,  and  I have  no 
doubt  that  the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  will 
be  ready,  if  that  work  goes  on,  and  is 
performed  satisfactorily,  to  deal  with  cur 
sister  Province  in  a spiiit  of  liberality,  although 
at  present  no  obli  alien  whatever  has  been 
entered  into.  But  how  do  we  stand  as  regards 
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the  Intercolonial  Railway  ? Canada  ha3  depar- 
ted from  the  original  agreement,  and  it  is  not  for 
me  to  consider  the  grounds  upon  which  she  has 
done  so.  It  is,  however,  quite  obvious  that  the 
negotiations  entered  into  a year  or  two  ago  have 
entirely  failed.  We  are  told  so,  indeed,  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  who  has  refused  to  give  the 
Queen’s  assent  to  the  bill,  because  it  is  inopera- 
tive until  the  three  Provinces  unite.  But  I have 
in  my  hand  at  this  moment  a report  of  a debate 
which  took  place  in  Canada  but  a few  days  ago, 
and  in  which  a reference  is  made  to  the  survey 
that  is  now  going  on.  A question  being  put  to 
the  Government,  one  of  its  members  replied  : — 
“ The  Government  could  not  decide  upon  the 
construction  uniil  they  had  ascertained  from  the 
survey  whether  the  project  was  practicable.” 
Mr.  Ross  then  ask' : “ It  it  were  found  practi- 
cable, would  the  road  be  undertaken  V*  The 
Prov.  Sec.,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  answer- 
ed in  these  very  ambiguous  terms  : “ If  found 
practicable,  the  question  of  undertaking  the  road 
would  then  be  taken  into  consideration.”  Here 
you  will  perceive  that  it  is  no  foregone  conclu- 
sion that  if  it  is  practicable  the  undertaking  will 
be  proceeded  * ith.  There  being,  therefore,  no 
present  probability  of  the  construction  of  the 
Intercolonial  line,  we  felt  we  could  not  hesitate 
to  deal  with  the  important  question  of  extension 
of  our  own  railway  to  the  Gulf.  We  felt  there 
had  been  already  too  much  procrastination  dis- 
played of  late  years  in  reference  to  this  work, and 
that  we  were  called  upon  to  say  whether  we 
would  go  to  Pictou  or  not,  and  that  any  other 
course  was  liable^to  the  charge  of  disingenuous- 
nes3  and  unfairness  of  intention  towards  the 
counties  to  the  East  But  do  we  abandon  the 
hope3  of  a International  Railway  ? I think  not. 
It  is  quite  obvious  that  the  connection  between 
the  States  and  Halifax  is  becoming  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a measure  of  importance  in  the  former 
country,  andespecia  ly  in  the  State  of  Maine.— 
The  same  question  is  being  looked  upon  as  im- 
portant in  Canada,  and  if  the  policy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  be  carried  out  of  taxing  Cana- 
dian goods  in  transit  from  the  seaboard  cities  to 
Montreal,  it  would  be  a necessity  for  Canada  to 
find  her  way  to  the  seacoast  by  some  other  way 
than  through  the  United  States.  Looking  at 
the  present  state  of  things,  then,  I cannot  help 
feeling  that  the  Intercolonial  Railway  or  com- 
munication with  the  railway  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  a thing  that  may  be  matured  at  no 
very  long  period  Then  Nova  Scotia  will  occu- 
py a most  enviable  position  : she  will  be  courted 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  this  communication 
to  take  place. 

I have  one  word  to  say  with  reference  to  a 
point  of  this  subject  which  is  entitled  to  some 
observation — that  is,  . the  mode  of  construction. 
I have  already  stated  a fact  well  known — the 
hostility  which  I early  presented  to  the  construc- 
tion of  railway  by  governments  The  objec- 
tions to  the  policy  are  obvious ; they  lie  on  the 
surface,  and  unhappily  our  experience  has  not 
proved  these  objections  to  be  merely visionary  ; 
but,  sir,  the  question  is  not  before  us,  the  policy 
has  been  adopted, — it  has  become  incorporated 
into  our  system.  We  are  therefore  called  upon 
to  act  upon  that  policy,  and  it  is  not  for  us  to 
say  that  it  can  now  be  reversed.  If  the  rail 


way  is  to  be  extended  to  Pictou,  it  must  be  upon 
the  existing  policy  I must  say  one  word  with 
reference  to  the  position  which  I personally  occu- 
py, and  to  which  I have  already  partially  refer 
red.  It  may  seem  a strange  position  for  me  to 
occupy — to  bring  forward  this  measure  and 
f-tate  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  do  so  I 
feel  in  doing  so  I am  promoting  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  Nov  < Scotia  ; I feel  I am  promo- 
tin^  them  in  the  most  beneficial  way  t at  is 
practicable  ; and  if  any  man  imagines  for  a mo- 
ment that  in  advocating  this  measure  I have 
lost  sight  of  the  peculiar  claims  that  bind  me  to 
the  western  portion  of  the  Province,  he  utterly 
misunderstands  my  character,  and  fails  to  ap- 
preciate my  motives.  Do  I forget  the  interests 
of  my  own  constituents?  Do  I forget  the 
claims  of  the  people  of  the  people  of  Annapolis 
upon  me, — of  that  constituency  that  through 
twenty  years  without  fail,  and  without  waver- 
ing has  rendered  to  me  its  confidence,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  those  who  compose  it  more 
than  their  confidence — their  personal  affection, 
respect  and  est(  em  ? Forget  their  interests  ! 
No,  Mr.  Speaker,  “let  my  right  baud  forget  its 
cunning,  and  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of 
my  mouth,”  before  I forget  the  interests 
of  that  constituency.  Do  I forget  the 
interests  of  that  constituency  because  I am 
advocating  this  measure  ? No,  I feel  I have 
taken  in  this  question  a view  such  as  every 
member  ought  to  take.  In  respect  to  this  mea- 
sure, full  as  it  is  of  embarrassment,  conflicting 
as  it  necessarily  does  with  interests  and  feelings 
in  various  quarters,  I have  done,  and  the  go- 
vernment have  done  that  which  it  is  their  duty 
to  do  ; they  have  adopted  that  policy  which  on 
the  whole  will  do  least  evil  and  effect  most 
good.  And  if  our  policy  shall  have  the  effect  as 
I earnestly  hope  and  trust  it  will,  of  quieting 
those  discords  and  feuds  which  might  otherwise 
have*!  separated  and  divided  this  country,  and 
raised  a strife  most  injurious  to  its  best  inter- 
ests, then  I shall  be  satisfied  with  the  part 
I have  taken  in  introducing  this  measure 

Mr.  Kill  am  spoke  next  to  the  following  ef- 
fect : — Perhaps  it  does  not  become  me  to  say 
much  with  reference  to  this  subject  which  has 
just  been  brought ' o the  notice  of  the  House, 
but  I cannot  refrain  from  making  a few  remarks 
on  a question  concerning  which  I entertain 
such  strong  convictions  I am  not  going  now  to 
take  the  course  which  is  most  familiar  to  me, — 
to  speak  of  the  details  of  the  measure  in  the  way 
which  I am  most  competent  to  deal  with  them. 
I would  rather  wish  to  say  a few  words  with 
regard  to  the  course  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken.  He  has  made,  as  he  always 
does  whenever  he  addresses  this  House,  a very 
pointed  speech — he  has  endeavored  to  put  this 
question  in  the  most  favorable  light  that  is  pos- 
sible. There  are,  however,  in  his  speech,  a few 
points  which  I cannot  for  a moment  allow  to 
pass  unanswered. . He  has  attempted  to  explain 
the  policy  that  he  has  before  upheld  in  respect 
to  railways  ; he  has  told  us  that  his  desire  in 
the  fir  t instance  was  to  have  railways  construct- 
ed by  private  enterprise.  It  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  dwell  on  the  policy  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man for  every  body  versed  in  our  political  his- 
tory is  familiar  with  it.  He  does  not  now  say 
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that  his  opinions  are  changed,  but  urges  that 
the  policy  is  settled — has  become  a fixed  fact. 
That  is  very  strange  ground,  indeed,  for  him  to 
to  take.  Well,  government  from  time  to 
time  has  acted  upon  that  policy  but  there 
has  been  always  a party  in  this  House 
wbo  have  never  approved  of  it.  I deny 
that  the  country  has  approved  as  a whole 
of  railway  extension.  Political  parties  have  not 
depended  so  much  upon  the  opinions  of  the  peo 
pie  on  this  subject.  The  people,  as  a rule,  have 
thought  more  of  politics  than  of  the  interests  of 
the  country  itself — more  of  men  than  of  princi- 
ples. In  view  of  this  state  of  things,  it  is  sur- 
prising that  the  country  has  not  long  since  been 
bankrupt.  That  it  has  not  been  so,  is  owing  to 
a certain  amount  of  energy  and  industry  that 
prevails  in  this  country.  The  strong  political 
feelings  of  different  constituencies  and  different 
parties  would  long  ere  this  have  driven  the 
country  to  ruin,  it  it  had  not  been  for  a certain 
power  of  recuperation  that  exists  amongst  us. 
The  hon.  gentleman  endeavored  to  put  the 
question  before  us  in  as  favourable  a light  as 
possible,  but  he  does  not  succeed  in  explaining 
away  his  inconsistency.  He  says  he  was  against 
the  policy  of  building  railways  by  the  Gov  rn- 
ment,  but  his  reasons  for  acting  differently 
now  are  not  very  clear  or  logical.  I think 
it  is  obvious  that  he  has  stronger  grounds  now 
than  he  had  formerly.  We  have  tried  out  the 
experiment,  and  it  has  not  met  the  expectations 
of  those  who  advocated  the  policy.  If  the  hon. 
gentleman’s  opinions  were  strong  in  1854,  they 
should  be  certainly  far  stronger  in  1864, when  the 
question  is  no  longer  a matter  of  experiment. — 
We  have  literally  convulsed  the  country 
from  North  to  South,  from  East  to  West,  we 
have  spent  an  immense  sum  of  money,  for  the 
construction  of  railways,  we  have  sent  expensive 
delegations  in  different  directions,  and  now  have 
the  plain  fa  t before  us  that  we  have  built  100 
miles  of  railroad  which  is  nothing  better  than  a 
failure.  The  hon.  gentleman  has  not  attempted 
to  shew  by  anything  like  cone  usi^e  argument 
that  the  extension  is  going  to  be  of  any  really 
practical  benefit  to  any  part  of  Nova  Scotia. 
That  it  will  afford  an  easy  means  of  communi- 
cation to  certain  counties,  no  one  doubts,  but  it 
will  do  nothing  else.  I beli  ve  the  bill  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  has  introduced,  despite  all 
he  says,  is  contrary  to  the  real  interests  of  the 
whole  people.  He  tells  us  that  certain  counties 
have  returned  members  io  favor  of  the  railway  ; 
and  that  brings  me  back  to  what  I stated  before 
that  'he  people  have  been  blinded  to  their  own 
interests,  and  looked  more  to  the  political  aspect 
of  matters.  The  hon.  gentleman  also  says  that 
if  the  question  of  railway  extension  was  not 
vigorously  dealt  with,  a most  dangerous  feeling 
would  be  aroused.  I do  not  see  why  he  should 
be  so  fearful  of  such  a result.  I cannot  see 
why  he  should  not  consult  the  feelings 
of  those  he  represents  rather  than  those 
he  does  not  represent.  If  a man  wishes  to  res 
pect  the  feelings  of  any  part,  it  should  be  of  that 
which  1 as  always  supported  him  tor  20  years. 
He  should  not  let  his  feelings  run  in  an  entirely 
different  direction  at  his  time  of  life.  He  also 
made  a reference  to  the  importance  of  having 
speedy  means  of  communication  with  Prince 


Edward  Island,  but  Ido  not  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion he  state*  he  has.  I doubt  very  much  the 
trade  will  turn  out  as  profitable  as  he  antici- 
pates. There  is  a sailway  already  joining  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  at  Shediac,  and  opening 
up  trade  with  the  Island,  and  I find  that  the  re- 
sult has  Dot  been  as  was  expected  As  far  as  I 
ean  judge  from  the  report  of  the  New  Brunswick 
Railway,  the  trade  that  flows  from  P.  E Island 
does  not  compare  with  the  local  traffic ; and 
under  these  circumstances  it  is  not  probable  we 
will  find  it  of  much  benefit  to  us.  Certainly  if 
New  Brunwiek  cannot  make  a terminus  on  th 
Gulf  a paying  concern,  Nova  Scotia  is  not  likele 
to  have  a better  chance  I do  not  say  that  7 
few  passengers  will  not  come  over,  and  a littla 
freight,  occasionally,  but  it  will  not  be  sufficiene 
to  be  remunerative  I can  see  no  reason,  whatt 
ever,  for  acting  so  hurriedly  with  regard  to  this- 
question  of  railway.  I think  the  Government 
should  take  a r asonable  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  direct  the  management  of  public  af- 
fairs as  they  should  be,  and  leave  the  whole  of 
these  matters  alone  until  the  people  demand 
a different  course  of  action  from  them  So  far  I 
have  not  seen  a single  petition  for  five  years 
from  the  people  asking  for  this  railway  exten- 
sion. I earnestly  trust  that  this  measure  will 
not  become  law,  but  that  the  House  will  refuse 
to  sanction  the  expenditure  of  so  large  a sum 
of  money  out  of  the  hard  earnings  of  the  peo- 
ple 

Mr.  Archibald. '-If  I understand  the  obser- 
vations of  the  hon.  Atty.  General  in  respect  to 
the  Intercolonial  Railway,  he  said  that  he  con- 
sidered the  negociations  at  an  end.  In  view  of 
this,  I would  ask  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  leave  on  the  statute  book  an 
Act  which  declares  that  Canada  shall  have  two 
years  to  unite  in  the  legislation  of  NewBrunswick 
and  Nova  Scotia,  or  whether  it  is  their  intention 
to  repeal  that  Act.  I would  also  like  to  ask  ano- 
ther question — the  Act  of  last  Session  provides 
for  the  construction  by  a company  as  well  as  by 
the  Government.  I would  now  like  to  ask  whe- 
ther the  Government  has  received  from  any- 
body any  proposals  with  respect  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a railway  by  a company. 

Hon.  Peov.  Sec. — The  Government  have 
been  in  correspondence  with  the  President  of 
the  North  American  and  European  line,  who 
made  a proposal  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing a r ad  to  the  State  of  Maine.  The 
proposal  involved  the  transfer  to  the  company 
without  any  payment  of  all  the  railways  con- 
structed in  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  sum  of  $80,000 
per  annum  in  consideration  for  the  construction 
of  the  railroad.  I may  state  to  the  House  at 
once  <hat  the  Government  considered  such  a 
proposal  could  not  be  entertained,  and  have  so 
stated  to  the  Company. 

Hon.  Sol.  Genl. — There  is  no  clause  in  the 
Act  referring  to  the  extension  to  Pictou,  provi- 
ding for  a Company.  There  is,  however,  one 
in  the  Act  concerning  the  Intercolonial  Railway. 

Mr.  Archibald  asked  if  the  only  proposal 
made  to  the  government  came  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  North  American  and  European  line. 

Hon  Pro.  Sec — I did  not  say  so.  There 
has  been  a communication  received  from  Mr. 
Giles,  but  I do  not  know  how  far  he  is  c nnect- 
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ed  with  the  same  Company.  There  has  also 
been  another  proposal  from  a gentleman  on 
behalf  of  the  Contract  Corporation  Co.  but  not 
offeting  terms  which  the  government  are  dis- 
posed to  entertain. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  subject  of  the  Kailway 
should  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday 

next. 

THE  people’s  BANK. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on 
Bills,  and  took  up  the  Bill  for  the  Incorporation 
of  the  People’s  Bank,  which  passed  without  any 
amendment. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  three  o’clock 

the  next  day.  

Wednesday,  March  9th,  1864. 
bills,  &c. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

Several  private  bills  were  read  a second  time. 

A bill  to  incorporate  the  People’s  Bank  at 
Halifax  was  read  a third  time. 

On  the  reading  of  the  amendments  of  she  Le- 
gislative Council  to  an  act  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
relating  to  size  of  apple  iarrels — Mr.  Longley 
moved  that  they  be  not  agreed  to.  He  said  he 
did  not  approve  of  this.  His  idea  was  that  all 
makers  of  apple  barrels  should  be  obliged  to 
brand  their  barrels  with  the  initial  letter  of  the 
Christian  name,  and  the  surname  in  full,  under  a 
penalty  of  25  cents;  and  a further  penalty  of 
50  cents  for  barrels  under  size. 

The  amendment,  under  the  rules  of  the  House, 
could  not  be  put,  and  so  the  hon.  gentleman 
moved  that  the  amendment  of  the  Council  be 
not  agreed  to — which  passed. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Council  to  the 
bill  of  Township  Affairs  was  not  agreed  to. 

THE  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

Hon  Atty.  Gen.  asked  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  relating  to  the  “ Solemnization  of  Marriage, 
and  the  Registration  of  Marriages,  Births  and 
Deaths.”  The  hon.  gentleman  said  that  as  re- 
gards the  solemnization  of  marriage  this  bill  did 
not  alter  the  existing  law,  but  as  to  the  system 
of  issuing  Marriage  Licenses  considerable  alte- 
rations were  p oposed  Great  inconvenience 
bad  resulted  under  the  present  system,  and  espe- 
cially was  this  the  case  with  ministers  who  re- 
sided at  a distance  from  the  metropolis,  who  in 
order  to  meet  the  exigencies  that  might  arise, 
were  obliged  to  k^ep  licenses  by  them.  This 
involved  considerable  expense  upon  a class  of 
our  community  who  were  not  generally  troubled 
with  over-much  of  thi3  world’s  goods,  as  they 
were  obliged  to  pay  for  the  licenses  in  advance 
before  they  were  issued 

Another  burden  which  was  felt  under  the  pre, 
eent  system,  was  the  expense  of  the  marriage 
license,  and  altho’  he  could  not  say  that  he  sym- 
pathized very  much  with  those  who  grumbled  at 
the  expense  of  the  process  which  translated 
them  from  the  forlorn  condition  of  bachelorhood 
into  the  happy  state  of  matrimony,  yet  still 
there  was  no  doubt  it  often  formed  the  subject 
of  calculation.  He  was  reminded  of  the  amus- 
ing story  of  a young  man  who  did  not  exactly 
come  from  ‘'down  east,”  nor  yet  from  the 
‘ west,”  but  was  rather  of  a calculating  turn  of 
mind,  and  who  came  to  Halifax  to  procure  a 


license  to  be  married.  Upon  asking  the  price 
he  was  told  it  was  tweuty  shillings  This  rather 
staggered  him,  and  upon  being  told  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  that  the  business  could  be 
managed  in  a cheaper  mode  by  being  called  in 
church  fe  concluded  to  adopt  this  suggestion, 
and  accordingly  went  away,  but  he  soon  after 
returned,  and  said  that  “ he  guessed  he  would 
take  the  license  after  all,  as  potafoe  digging  was 
at  hand,  and  it  would  he  cheaper  in  the  end  to 
get  the  wife  to  work  at  once.  (Laughter  ) 

He  (the  Atty.  Gen  ) had  no  particular  desire 
to  encourage  this  species  of  economy,  but  still 
it  was  necessary  to  have  some  regard  for  the 
circumstances  of  the  poor.  It  was  therefore 
proposed  in  the  Bill  to  reduce  the  price  of  licen- 
ces "from  four  dollars  to  two  dollars  and  a half — 
i e for  the  license  and  twenty-five  cents, 
to  the  person  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  issue 
it.  To  remedy  the  inconvenience  of  issuing 
licenses  only  from  Halifax,  it  w as  proposed  to 
appoint  persons  throughout  the  Province,  who 
should  have  the  power  of  issuing  licenses,  who 
should  live  in  the  most  convenient  portions  of 
each  county.  The  Postmaster  General  in  the 
first  instance  is  to  have  the  distribution  of  the 
Marriage  Licenses  and  he  is  to  send  them  to 
the  Issuers,  who  shall  give  him  a receipt  for 
the  Lumber  they  receive  and  shall  be  answera- 
ble to  him  for  each  license  at  the  rate  of  two 
dollars  and  twen+y  five  cents.  As  the  rate  of' 
remuneration  to  these  Issuers  will  not  be  suffici- 
ently large  to  warrant  them  in  keeping  an  of- 
fice specially  for  that  purpose  it  is  proposed  as 
far  as  practicable,  that  this  dutjr  shall  be  per- 
formed by  the  post  and  way  office  keepers. 
These  Issuers  are  required  to  make  a return 
every  quarter  to  the  Postmaster  General  of  the 
number  of  licences  issued  by  them— and  the 
number  remaining  on  hand,  and  shall  remit  the 
amount  received  during  the  quarter.  Blank 
bonds  would  also  be  deposited  with  the  Issuers 
to  be  filled  up  by  the  applicants  for  licenses. 
The  applications  for  licenses  then,  instead  of 
being  made  to  the  Minister,  would  be  made 
direct  to  the  Issuers,  who  would  grant  them 
upon  the  payment  of  a fee  of  and  twenty- 
five  cents  for  his  own  fee.  Provision  is  made 
to  the  Ministers  te  return  the  license  to  the  De- 
puty Registrar  within  ten  days  after  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Marriage,  with  a certificate,  (a 
form  of  which  is  endorsed)  stating  the  fact  of 
the  celebration — the  names  of  the  parties,  and 
the  time  and  place  of  such  Marriage.  The 
next  portion  of  the  Bill  to  which  he  called 
attention  was  the  provision  made  for  the  Regis- 
tration of  Marriages.  The  issuers  of  Marriage 
Licenses  are  called  Deputy  Registrars,  and 
they  are  required  once  a quarter  to  make  re- 
turns, to  an  officer  appointed  under  the  Bill,  who 
is  to  be  called  the  County  Registrar,  of  all  certi- 
ficates of  Marriage  which  have  been  returned  to 
them  by  the  ministers  of  licenses,  granted  by  the 
Issuers.  For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  ma- 
terials necessary  for  the  proper  registration  of 
marriages  it  is  provided  that  every  minister  shall 
keep  a register,  in  a form  furnished  to  him  for 
that  purpose,  of  all  the  particulars  of  every  mar- 
riage solemnized  by  him — which  he  shall  return 
to  the  Deputy  Registrar — who  shall  return  it 
to  the  County  Registrar  as  just  mentioned. 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


It  is  proposed  that  the  County  Registrar 
shall  be  Registrar  of  Deeds,  for  the  same  reason 
as  the  Post  Masters  are  made  Issuers,  to  save 
the  expense  of  keeping  a separate  office  and  be- 
cause the  remuneration  will  not  be  sufficiently 
large  to  warrant  a distinct  establishment.  The 
County  [Registrar  will  enter  these  returns  of 
marriages  in  a Marriage  Register’s  Book  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose  with  suitable  indices— re- 
ferring to  tbe  surname  of  the  husband,  the  mai- 
den name  of  the  wife,  and  the  surname  of  any 
previous  husband  she  may  have  ! ad 

For  the  purpose  of  registering  Births,  it  is 
provided  that  every  father  who  is  blessed  with 
a progeny,  should  upon  the  occasion  of  the  birth 
of  a child,  within  a limited  period  prescribed 
in  the  act,  go  to  the  Deputy  Registrar  and  fill  in 
the  particulars  in  a blank  form  furnished  him  for 
that  purpose  which  he  shall  sign,  and  which 
shall  be  countersigned  by  the  Registrar.  The 
Deputy  Registrar  shall  return  these  particulars 
to  the  County  Registrar  who  shall  enter  them 
in  a Book  to  be  called  the  Register  of  Births. 

The  Registration  of  Deaths  will  be,  accom- 
plished in  a similar  manner.  Any  person  in 
whose  family  a death  occurs,  will  give  the  par- 
ticulars to  the  Deputy  Registrar  and  sign  a 
printed  form  to  he  filled  up  accordingly.  These 
forms  will  be  returned  every  quarter  to  the 
County  Registrar,  and  in  this  way  as  complete 
a system  of  Registration  of  Births,  Deaths,  and 
Mardages  as  is  possible  under  the  circumstances 
will  be  provided. 

As  to  the  remuneration  of  the  officers,  it  is 
proposed  to  give  the  Deputy  Registrar  twenty- 
five  cents  for  every  license  issued,  and  a sum  in 
blank  for  every  clergyman’s  quarterly  certificate 
of  marriages  which  he  shall  transmit  to  the 
County  Registrar.  This  sum  will  be  paid  him 
by  the  Postmaster  General  out  of  the  marriage 
license  fund,  on  the  certificate  of  the  County 
Registrar. 

In  the  case  of  Births,  the  bill  provides  that  a 
small  fee  shall  be  paid  to  the  Registrar  by  the 
person  registering  it.  This  he  did  not  suppose 
any  person  would  object  to  ; in  case  of  the  per- 
son being  too  poor  to  pay,  the  fee  is  to  be  paid 
by  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

In  the  case  of  entry  of  deaths,  the  bill  provides 
that  a small  fee  shall  also  be  paid  by  the  over* 
seers  of  the  poor — this  may  require  some  revi- 
sion and  would  be  left  for  the  consideratio  i of 
the  House.  The  County  Registrar  is  to  be  paid 
a small  fee  for  the  entry  of  Births,  Marriages, 
and  i.  eaths,  which  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Post- 
master General  out  of  the  Marriage  License 
Fund  on  the  certificate  of  the  Prov.  Secretary. 

It  was  contemplated  under  the  bill  to  enlist 
the  services  of  a very  valuable  class  in  the  com- 
munity— the  medical  profession, — and  he  hoped 
that  they  would  not  consider  it  personal  that 
they  are  called  upon  to  return,  not  only  the 
deathswrbich  come  under  their  notice,  but  also 
the  causes  of  such  deaths. 

It  was  thus  proposed  by  this  bill  to  supply  a 
want  which  had  long  existed  in  this  country, 
and  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  on  both  sides, 
would  give  their  aid  in  perfecting  the  details  of 
the  measure,  so  that  it  might  be  made  as  bene- 
ficial as  possible.  He  would  not  then  go  into 
details,  as  they  could  be  better  considered  when 
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the  bill  came  up  in  Committee ; in  the  meantime 
he  had  directed  each  member  to  be  furnished 
with  a copy,  and  he  invited  the  cordial  co-ope- 
ration of  gentlemen  of  the  opposition  in  maturing 
a measure  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  Archibald  would  not  address  the  house 
at  aDy  length  at  the  present  stags  of  the  bill, 
but  he  could  not  help  remarking  that  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  bill,  and  many  of  its  principal 
features,  were  very  similar  to  that  introduced 
by  the  late  Government  two  or  three  years  ago. 
The  main  difficulty,  he  apprehended,  would  be 
to  induce  the  country  to  appreciate  the  import- 
ance of  the  system  of  registration  of  Births, 
Deaths  and  Marriages ; and  to  adopt  such  ma- 
chinery, as  without  imposing  too  heavy  penal- 
ties, would  enable  the  Government  to  success- 
fully carry  it  out.  He  assured  the  leader  ofitbe 
Government  of  his  desire  to  afford  every  assist- 
ance to  perfect  a measure  which  he  considered 
greatly  affected  the  interests  of  the  people. 

The  bill  was  read  a first  time. 

COUNTY  ASSESSMENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  on 
Bills  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
relating  to  County  Assessments.  On  the  read- 
ing of  the  88th  clause  Mr.  J.  McDonald  thought 
the  present  mode  of  appointing  Assessors  was 
too  expensive,  and  that  the  better  way  would  be 
to  appoint  General  Asses -'ors  every  three  years, 
whose  controlling  i fluence  over  the  acts  of  the 
local  Assessors  would  be  operative  for  the  two 
years  next  following  their  appointment. 

Dr.  Hamilton  was  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  better  to  do  away  with  the  7th  clause  altoge- 
ther, and  appoint  the  local  Assessors  every  three 
years. 

Mr.  J.  McDonald  did  not  think  that  would 
meet  the  difficulty.  He  repeated  that  his  object 
was  to  give  the  General  Assessors  power  to  con- 
trol the  acts  of  the  local  Assessors  for  three 
y ars. 

Mr.  Bourinot  agreed  with  the  hon.  member 
for  Pictou.  Some  two  or  three  years  ago,  he 
had  presented  a memorial  to  the  House  recom- 
mending the  course  which  had  just  been  pro- 
posed. 

Dr.  Hamilton  could  not  see  the  necessity  for 
having  so  many  perso  s to  do  the  work.  He 
thought  that  two  Assessors  for  each  district  was 
quite  enough,  and  that  they  should  remain  in 
office  three  years. 

Mr.  Parker  did  not  agree  with  the  hon. 
member  for  Kings  (Dr.  Hamilton)  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  keeping  the  local  assessors  in  office  for 
three  years,  one  year  was  quite  long  enough, 
and  some  people  thought  too  long. 

Mr.  Archibald  thought  that  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  disturb  the  present  system.  The  law 
gave  the  local  authorities  the  power,  in  case 
they  were  dissatisfied  with  the  local  assessors, 
to  appoint  general  assessors  to  overlook,  and  be 
a check  upon  them.  This  of  course  added  to 
the  expense,  but  it  was  only  in  case  there  was 
reason  to  suspect  that  the  local  assessors  were 
acting  improperly,  that  the  power  would  be 
used.  There  were  some  conveniences,  and  also 
many  inconveniences  in  the  course  suggested 
by  the  member  for  Pictou,  but  he  thought  upoa 
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the  whole  they  had  better  adhere  to  the  existing 
law. 

Dr.  Brown  thought  they  had  better  not  touch 
the  law,  but  allow  it  to  remain  as  it  was  at  the 
present.  He  had  found  it  to  work’satisfactorily. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  observed  that  the  ex- 
pense attending  the  operation  of  the  existing  .aw 
was  so  great,  that  for  this  reason  some  of  the 
counties  refused  or  neglected  to  adopt  it — it  had 
not  been  acted  upon  in  Cumberland.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  business  could  be  satisfactorily 
transacted  by  one  general  assessor  in  conjunction 
with  the  local  ones,  provided  it  were  made  the 
duty  of  the  general  assessor  to  travel  through 
the  country  and  gather  information  for  the 
guidance  of  the  local  assessors.  He  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Pictou  (Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  ) He  would  move 
that  the  number  of  general  assessors  in  each 
county  be  reduced  to  one,  and  that  it  should  be 
hi3  duty  to  make  an  annual  inspection  of  pro- 
perty. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  the  existing  law  was 
not  found  to  work  well  in  the  county  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent  (Inverness. ) It  had  been 
tried,  and  so  great,  so  enormou:,  was  the  ex- 
pense attending  its  working  that  it  had  been 
abandoned.  The  cost  of  complying  with  the 
law  amounted  to  almost  as  much  as  the  sum 
total  of  the  entire  taxes  required  for  actual 
county  purposes.  He  would  prefer  the  propo- 
sition of  the  hon.  member  for  Pictou  (Mr.  Jas. 
McDonald)  tp  that  embraced  in  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Cumberland  (Hon.  Mr. 
McFarlane),  who  perhaps  had  overlooked  the 
fact  that  there  would  be  two  local  assessors  who, 
were  the  method  he  proposed  in  operation,  could 
overrule  the  general  assessor  and  frame  the  as- 
sessment almost  regardless  of  his  wishes  or 
direction.  The  object  of  the  general  assessment 
was  to  arrive  at  the  gross  v^lue  ot  the  property 
as  near  as  possible,  and  it  then  remained  for  the 
local  assessors  > o take  into  account  the  various 
divisi  ns  of  p operty  and  arrange  the  necessary 
details.  He  was  of  opinion  that  once  in  three 
years  was  frequent  enough  to  make  the  general 
assessment,  as  the  staadard  value  of  taxable 
property  would  hold  good  for  that  period  at 
least  He  would  oblige  the  local  assessors  to 
adhere  to  the  valuation  of  the  general  assessors. 

Hon  Mr.  Shannon  said  the  principle  of  the 
existing  law  was  found  to  work  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  public  in  the  city  of  Halifax.  They 
had  two  general,  and  one  local,  Assessor. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  said  they  should  not 
have  a greater  number  of  general  than  local 
Assessors,  because  it  would  not  be  prudent  to 
place  it  in  the  power  of  the  former  to  override 
the  latter.  The  local  Assessors  frequently  erred 
from  lack  of  information,  and  by  adopting  the 
system  he  had  suggested  a remedy  for  the  ex- 
isting evil  would  be  secured. 

Mr.  Allison  thought  there  ought  to  be  three 
local  Assessors,  representing  different  sections  of 
the  county. 

Dr.  Hamilton  had  yet  to  be  convinced  that 
the  mode  be  had  proposed  was  not  the  best  that 
had  yet  been  suggested,  which  was  to  appoint, 
for  three  years,  two  Assessors  for  each  polling 
district  in  the  county. 


Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  as  property,  liable 
to  taxation,  maintained  its  relative  value  for 
three  years  or  more, it  was  not  necessary  to  make 
an  annual  inspection.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  equality  of  assessment  could  be  preserved  by 
appointing  three  general  Assessors  for  the  three 
years  to  co-operate  with  the  local  Assessors. 

Mr.  Archibald  was  opposed  to  des  roying 
the  Board  of  Assessors  as  at  presented  construc- 
ted. They  should  be  careful  to  guard  against 
tha  possibility  of  the  general  Assessors  being 
controlled  by  the  local  Assessors.  He  would  be 
willing  to  give  the  different  counties  a discre- 
tionary power  with  respect  to  the  number  of 
Assessors  of  each  class  to  be  appointed,  provi- 
ding that  the  general  Assessors  must  be  in  a 
majority.  That  was,  they  might  appoint  one 
local  and  two  general  Assessors,  or  two  local 
and  three  general,  whichever  they  pleased. 

Mr.  Donkin  agreed  with  his  hon).  colleague, 
(Hon  Mr.  MacFarlane)  respecting  the  mode  of 
assessment.  He  would  leave  it  o : tional  with 
the  Sessions  to  appoint  one  general  Assessor  to 
co-operate  with  the  local  Assessors. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  was  willing  to  adopt  the 
principle,  that  the  assessed  value  of  real  estate, 
made  by  the  general  assessors  in  any  year,  shall 
be  accepted  by  the  local  assessors,  and  acted  up- 
on for  the  two  following  years  In  case  of  divi- 
sion of  farms  within  that  period,  that  would  be 
for  the  local  assessors  to  arrange,  in  conformity 
with  the  value  fixed  by  the  general  assessors  on 
the  tract  the  time  they  inspected  it. 

Mr.  C.  J Campbell  thought  they  had  better 
allow  the  law  to  remain  the  same  as  it  was  for 
the  present,  as  he  did  not  think  that  any  of  the 
amendments  proposed,  if  adopted,  would  beany 
improvement  upon  the  existing  system  of  assess- 
ment. 

Mr.  Killam  suggested  that  a clause  should 
be  inserted,  compelling  persons  who  appealed 
from  the  valuation  of  the  Assessors  to  the  Ses- 
sions, to  make  a statement  under  oath  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  such  an  appeal  was  based. 
This  he  thought  would  prevent  persons  appeal- 
ing merely  for  the  sake  of  delay  and  obtaining 
longer  time  in  which  to  pay  their  rates. 

[This  proposition  was  generally  concurred  in, 
and  incorporated  in  the  Act.] 

An  amendment,  which  gives  the  sessions  the 
discretionary  power  to  appoint  a less  number  of 
assessors  than  the  present  law  requires,  provided 
that  the  General  Assessors  shall  be  in  a majority, 
was  agreed  to.  By  this  amendment  the  Ses- 
sions may  appoint  less  than  three  General  As- 
sessors, and  less  than  two  local  Assessors. 

The  Assessment  Act  was  then,  finally  passed, 
and  the  committee  rose  and  the  House  resumed. 

Mr  James  McDonald  presented  a petition 
from  a number  of  the  inhabitants  of  a certain  dis- 
trict in  the  county  of  Pictou,  asking  for  increased 
postal  accommodation. 

Mr,  McLelan  presented  a petition  from  a num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  Parrsboro,  against  the 
discontinuance  of  a certain  mail  route. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 
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Thursday,  9th  March. 
Honse  met  at  3 p.  m. 

petitions. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  presented  a petition  from  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Glenelg,  St.  Ma- 
ry’s, Guy  sboro’  county,  against  any  change  in 
the  location  of  the  Post  Office  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Donkin,  one  from  a number  of  people  in 
Amherst,  against  the  statute  labor  law. 

Mr.  Tobin,  one  from  a large  number  of  the 
Merchants  of  Halifax,  praying  that  the  law-  may 
be  amended  so  as  to  allow  the  sale  of  wines  for 
the  Officers’  Mess,  in  bond,  and  free  of  duty.. 

Mr.  Bourinot,  one  from  th8  Pilots  cf  Litt- 
gan,  Cape  Breton,  respecting  pilotage  rates. 

Some  opposition  wa3  made  to  the  reception  of 
this  petition  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
but  Mr.  Bourinot  pointed  out  the  distance  from 
which  it  came,  and  the  delay  that  necessarily 
occurred  in  its  transmission,  and  the  petition 
was  finally  received  and  read. 

ELECTION  COMMITTEE — ADJOURMENT  OP. 

Mr.  C.  Campbell  Chairman  of  the  South 
Colchester  Election  Co  mmittee,  asked  leave  to 
adjourn  until  11  o’clock  on  Monday,  which  was 
granted. 

ENQUIRY. 

Mr.  Locke  asled  the  Government  when  it 
would  be  convenient  for  them  to  show  the 
House  what  amount  is  to  be  granted  for  the 
Road  and  Bridge  Service  this  year.  He  wiahed 
to  know,  at  an  early  day,  what  the  road  vote 
was  to  be  ; but  he  did  not  wish  to  press  unrea- 
sonably upon  the  Government,  yet  he  hoped  the 
information  ne  sought  to  obtain  would  be  sub- 
mitted without  unnecessary  delay. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  the  presentation  of  the 
road  and  bridge  grant  should  precede  the  rail- 
way discussion,  and  he  hoped  that  in  respect  to 
the  division  of  the  money,  due  regard  would  be 
had  to  those  counties  that  would  not  be  benefit- 
ted  by  the  contemplated  extension  to  Pictou. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec.  replied  that  the  estimates 
were  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  would 
be  ready  to  submit  to  the  House  in  the  course  of 
a few  days. 

INTERCOLONIAL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  Archibald  asked  the  Attorney  General 
if  he  was  prepared  to  answer  the  question  he 
put  on  Tuesday,  viz  : whether  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  repeal  the  railway 
legislation  of  last  session. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  replied  that  the  acts  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  leader  of  the  opposition  would  be 
left  out  of  the  Revised  Satutes,  and  consequent- 
ly would  no  longer  be  law. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  existing  law 
bou  d the  Province  to  contribute  towards  the 
construction  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway  should 
Canada  accept  the  offer  of  the  Duke  of  Newcas- 
tle, on  behalf  of  the  Imperial  Government,  with- 
in two  years.  He  observed  that  so  far  the  neigh- 
bouring Province  of  New  Brunswick  had  acfed 
iu  good  faith  respecting  the  principle  on  which 
the  legislation  of  that  Province,  and  this,  was 
based,  last  session,  on  this  subject.  Respect  was 
due  to  the  sister  colony  with  reference  to  this 
important  matter,  and  he  hoped  Nova  Scotia 


would  be  faithful  and  adhere  to  the  pledges  she 
had  made  through  her  Legislature,  with  refer- 
rence  to  the  Intercolonial  Railway  negotiations. 

Hon.  PkovinciAl  Secretary  said  that  the 
negotiations  respecting  the  Intercolonial  Railway 
project,  and  the  subsequent  legislation,  were 
subjects  that  were  well  understood.  The  late 
Government,  at  a time  when  they  did  not  reflect 
the  sentiments  of  the  country,  undertook,  at 
the  close  of  the  la3t  session  of  an  expiring 
House  to  place  upon  the  statute  book  -of  the 
country,  by  a party  majority,  an  Act  to  bind  this 
Province  to  the  expenditure  of  au  enormous 
sum  of  money,  and  by  a party  vote,  and  by  a 
very  small  majority,  they  succeeded  in  forcing 
such  a law  upon  the  country.  That  policy  met 
with  the  unqualified  opposition  of  the  then  oppo- 
sition— the  party  now  in  power — who  used  every 
means  at  their  command  to  prevent  it  from  pre- 
vailing, but  without  success.  Now,  what  were 
the  facts  of  the  cas  % In  1852,  Government 
r presentatives  of  the  three  Provinces — Canada, 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick — met  in  Que- 
bec, and  at  that  meeting  a certain  basis  of  an 
arrangement  for  the  constructi  n of  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway  was  agreed  upon.  Subsequent- 
ly a delegation  fyorn  the  three  Provinces  wasjdes- 
patched  to  England,  to  ascertain  if  it  were  pos- 
sible to  obtain  terms  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  accordance  with  the  understanding 
arrived  at  in  the  Quebec  Conference.  The 
result  was  that  the  delegates  disagreed,  and 
those  from  Canada  refused  to  accept  the  terms 
•proposed  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  so  soon 
as  this  fact  was  made  known,  almost  everybody 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  project  of  an 
Intercolonial  Railway  was  an  utter  failure. 
Soon  af  er  the  delegates  returned  home.  His 
Grace,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  sent  a despatch 
to  the  Governor  General  enquiring  whether  the 
action  of  the  Canadian  delegates  was  endorsed 
by  the  Canadian  Executive  What  was  the  re- 
sult 1 Why  the  ministry  of  that  Provinee  met 
and  discussed  the  subject,  and  after  deliberation 
did  decide  to  endorse,  ;md  did  approve  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  delegates  in  breaking  off 
negotiations,  and  this  decision  was  reduced  to 
a minute  of  the  Canadian  Executive  Council. 
But  with  respect  to  the  legislation  of  this  Pro- 
vince, on  the  subject  of  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way, at  last  session,  he  would  say  a few  words. 
A more  solemn  farce  was  never  acted  in  any 
country  than  was  in  the  Legislature  of  this  Pro- 
vince last  session  with  respect  to  the  railway 
measure  before  adverted  to  A bill  to  provide 
for  the  construction  of  an  Inter-colonial  line 
after  it  was'abundantly  evident  that  Canada  had 
abandoned  the  scheme,  was  introduced  and  for- 
ced through  the  assembly  by  a party  vote.  The 
object  of  such  action  was  well  understood  by 
the  party  then  in  opposition,  and  also  by  the 
country  generally.  While  that  bill  was  under 
discussion,  he  (Pro.  Sec.)  moved  a resolution 
declaring  that  as  Canada  had  withdrawn  from 
the  arrangement  enteredjj  into  at  Quebec,  it 
would  be  unwise,  and  impolitic,  to  tie  the  hands 
of  this  country  for  the  space  of  two  years,  res- 
pecting railway  policy,  and  notwith  tanding 
that  he  pressed  this  motion  upon  the  House 
with  all  the  power  he  could  command,  the  bill 
was  torced  through  the  Legislature. 
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Directly  alter  the  passage  of  that  act 
a dissolution  of  the  Assembly  took  place,  and  a 
General  Election  followed,  which  resulted  in  the 
party  who  forced  that  measure  upon  the  statute 
book  being  scattered  to  the  winds,  and  the  party 
who  opposed  it  t iumphantly  returned  with  an 
overwhelming  majority.  Subsequently  Canada 
proposed  a survey  of  the  route,  bat  the  proposi- 
tion was  a reasonable  and  tangible  one.  It  was 
not  based  upon  the  legislation  of  last  session, 
but  entirely  independent  of  it.  Canada  simply 
invited  Nova  Scotia  and  the  neighboring  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick,  to  join  her  with  the 
view  of  ascertaining  whether  any  practical  route 
could  be  found,  by  survey,  that  had  not  yet  been 
ascertained.  The  North  Shore  route  was  ob- 
jected to  because  it  was  too  long,  and  the  impe- 
rial Governm  nt  had  refused  aid  towards  con- 
structing a line  by  the  valley  of  the  St.  John, 
because  of  its  proximity  to  the  American  fron- 
tier, and  a middle  route  had  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined. The  proposition  of  the  Canadian  Govt 
to  effect  a survey  was  a very  reasonable  one, 
because  no  action  could  be  consistently  taken 
until  a practicable  route  was  discovered  and  de- 
cided upon,  and  therefore  at  the  request  of  Ca- 
nada and  New  Brunswick,  the  Government  of 
Nova  Scotia  agreed  to  join  them,  in  order  to  de- 
termine the  question  of  route,  and  with  a view 
of  arriving  at  an  approximate  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  the  entire  linb.  So  soon  as  it  became 
known  that  an  arrangement  of  this  kind  was 
to  be  made,  the  Chronicle,  the  organ  of  the 
present  opposit  on,  denounced  the  proposed  sur- 
vey, alleging  that  it  would  involve  a waste  of 
money,  inasmuch  as  Canada  had  abandoned  the 
Intercolonial  project.  But  owing  to  some  dif- 
ference or  misunderstanding  that  arose  between 
the  Governments  gof  Canada  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, the  survey  was  not  proceeded  with,  and 
for  a time  the  subject  remained  in  abeyance. 
Very  recently,  however,  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment had  decided  to  survey  the  entire  line,  at 
her  own  expense,  and  because  the  Government 
of  that  Province  had  despatched  Mr.  Fleming 
on  snow  shoes  to  commence  that  work,  the 
Chronicle,  that  Jim  Crow  organ,  declared  that 
the  Province  must  wait,  must  1 old  its  breath 
for  a while,  must  stay  extension  in  any  direc 
tion  until  we  ascertained  what  course  Canada 
•would  pursue.  Now,  the  Government  believed 
in  the  polio  of  an  Intercolonial  R ilway,  and 
considered  the  subject  of  vital  importance,  and 
were  prepared  to  engage  in  it  upon  any  feasible 
terms,  but  certainly  not  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  act  placed  upon 
the  statute  book  last  session.  In  order  to  show 
that  the  Government  of  Canad  i t ad  not  decided 
to  proceed  with  the  work,  he  would  read  an  ex- 
tract from  a report  of  a discussion  which  recent- 
ly took  place  in  the  Canadian  Parliament.  He 
found  it  stated  that  a member  of  the  oppo- 
sition, asked  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  proceed  with  the  construed  n of 
the  Intercolonial  Railway,  if  a practicable  route 
was  discovered  by  Mr.  Fleming,  to  which  Mr. 
Ferguson  Blair,  the  Provincial  Secretary,  re- 
plied that  f a practicable  route  was  found,  the 
Government  would  ta’e  the  question  of  building 
a railway  under  consideration. 


Mr.  Archibald  said,  the  usual  course  in  case 
of  questions  asked  of  a member  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  to  confine  the  reply  to  the  questions 
put ; but  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary  had 
answered  the  only  point  of  his  (Mr.  A.'s)  obser- 
vations which  did  not  need  a reply,  and  had  left 
that  point  to  which  a reply  was  desired. 

He  (Mr.  A.)  had  stated  before,  t' at  if  this 
matter  concerned  Canada  alone,  he  did  not  feel 
that  the  acts  and  conduct  of  the  Government  of 
that  colony  entitled  them  to  much  cons’deration 
at  our  hands.  They  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  by 
their  treatment  of  this  question,  elevated  their 
character  as  statesmen,  or  raised  the  reputation 
of  this  Province  for  fair  and  manly  dealing 
with  an  important  public  question.  But 
this,  however,  was  a matter  which  did  not 
so  much  concern  Canada  as  it  did  our  own 
public  faith,  and  the  preservation  of  our  own  in- 
tegrity. It  was  a negotiation  not  between  our- 
selves and  Canada  alone,  bat  one  in  which  the 
British  Government  and  the  sister  Province  of 
New  Brunswick  were  concerned  as  well, — and 
whatever  might  be  our  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  Canada  he  felt  that  the  fair  and 
manly  way  in  which  not  only  the  sister  Province 
of  New  Brunswick  but  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment had  acted,  rendered  it  our  duty  to  preserve 
entire  good  faith  towards  thdbi  in  the  steps  we 
should  take. 

Now,  under  the  act  passed  last  year,  these 
parties  had  the  f lighted  faith  of  our  Legisla- 
ture, that  if  Canada,  within  the  period  of  two 
years  from  the  passing  of  our  statute,  should 
enact  corrresponding  provisions,  we  should  be 
prepared  to  carry  out  the  agreement  of  Que- 
bec in  its  integrity. 

The  Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  seems  to  ima- 
gine that  the  question  of  public  f iith  depends 
upon  the  numerical  majority  which  gives  the 
decision.  He  ( Mr.  A.)  reprobated  such  a doc- 
trine as  subversive  of  every  principle  of  legisla- 
tion ; but  even  if  it  were  sound,  he  might  say 
that  this  bill  was  passed  by  a fair  majority  in 
this  House,  and  by  a very  large  one  in  the  other 
branch. 

The  hon.  gentleman  ha&  spoken  of  the  mark- 
ed disapproval  of  the  Intercolonial  policy  indi- 
cated by  the  returns  to  the  present  House ; 
but  he  would  like  to  ask  the  members  ot  the 
Government,  who  were  now  proposing  the 
Pictou  Railway,  where  many  of  them  would 
be  if  they  had  an  election  to  run  to-morrow  ? — 
What  would  the  constituency  of  the  Attorney 
General  say  to  his  action  ? Where  would  many 
of  the  members  of  the  western  counties  be,  who 
were  expected  to  give  their  aid  to  this  mea- 
sure ? Be  did  not  mean  by  this  to  say  that 
the  policy  of  building  the  Pictou  Railway  was 
wrong,  but  he  mentioned  it  to  dispose  of  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  member,  and  to  show 
that  if  he  was  to  be  tried  by  the  same  test,  he 
would  find  himself  very  speedily  in  a minority. 

He  was  glad,  however,  that  the  Government 
had  spoken  frankly  and  unequivocally  with  re- 
gard to  their  policy  as  to  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way bill.  It  was  but  fair  to  New  Brunswick — 
it  was  but  fair  to  the  Imperial  Government  that 
they  should  understand  at  once  that  so  far  as 
Nova  Scotia  was  concerned,  it  was  quite  imma- 
terial whether  Canada  did  or  did  not  hurry  her- 
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self  within  the  terms  of  the  treaty;  that  the 
Government  of  Nova  Scotia  were  prepared  to 
disavow  and  repu  iate  the  legislation  on  this 
subjeet ; that  this  Province  would  not  stand  by 
her  own  solemn  act.  This  was  the  first  time 
such  an  avowal  had  been  publicly  and  distinct- 
ly made,  and  it  was  well  if  that  wa5  the  deter- 
mined policy  of  the  Government  that  it  should 
be  so  understood,  not  only  here  but  in  the  other 
Provinces,  and  in  England. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  aid  the  hon.  leader  of  the 
opposition  complained  that  because  he  asked  a 
question,  a discussion  arose.  Now  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  himself  responsible  for  that,  be- 
cause after  asking  the  question  he  went  on  to 
argue  on  the  effect  of  the  answer  in  a style  that 
rendered  reply  necessary,  and  in  replying  the 
Iiorf.  Provincial  Secretary  had  merely  shown 
that  the  action  of  the  Government  at  last  session 
was  inconsistent  with  the  public  faith,  because 
it  was  well  known  then  that  Canada  had  aban- 
doned the  project. 

Mr.  Archibald — I never  heard  of  any  offi- 
cial announcement  to  the  effect  that  Canada 
had  decided  to  break  off  all  further  negotiations. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec. — Information  to  that  effect 
was  conveyed  to  Lord  Mulgrave,  from  whom 
the  present  Government  obtained  the  Canadian 
Minute  of  Council  of  Feby  25th. 

Mr.  Archibald — Lord  Mulgrave  did  not  re- 
ceive any  official  intelligence  to  that  effect. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  contin  ued,  and  observed 
that  they  all  knew  that  the  Legislation  of  last 
session  was  a farce,  and  when  >he  measure  was 
introduced  he  had  remarked  that  it  would  be 
treated  as  a fa  ce  were  it  not  for  its  prospective 
tragic  consequences.  The  measure  was  brought 
forward  and  was  supported  by  the  government 
party  of  the  day  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a 
delusion  and  a snare,  and  many  supported  it  who 
would  not  have  dared  to  have  done  so  had  it 
been  founded  upon  a reality.  They  all  were 
aware  of  the  object  of  legislating  for  the  con- 
struction of  ten  miles  towards  Pictou ; it  was 
only  for  show  and  ."ham,  and  the  other  bill  re- 
lating to  the  Intercolonial  was  designed  to  have 
an  effect  in  other  quarters. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  Hon.  Atty. 
General  had  stated  that  the  railway  legislation 
of  last  session  was  a farce,  and  had  hinted  that 
it  was  intended  only  to  have  a political  effect  on 
the  elections.  Now  there  was  not  the  shadow 
of  foundation  for  any  such  assertion,  because  in- 
stead of  the  railway  policy  of  the  late  Govern- 
mentbeing an  aid  in  their  appeal  to  the  country 
it  had  the  very  opposite  effect,  and  was  one  of 
the  principal  causes  of  scattering  that  party,  and 
certainly  had  that  effect.  The  legislation  of  last 
Session  with  respect  to  railways  was  a manly 
and  proper  act,  and  done  in  entire  confidence 
and  good  faith. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  said  that  he  had 
never  asserted  that  Canada  had  been  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  faith,  and  he  did  not  want  such  an  im- 
pression to  get  abroad.  He  presumed  that  the 
delegates  went  to  Englaud  clothed  with  autho- 
rity to  accept  any  proposition  that  they  consid- 
ered feasible,  or  reject  any  th  \t  they  deemed  dis- 
advantageous to  the  Provinces  they  represented. 
If,  then,  they  went  open  to  aceept  or  reject,  the 
Canadian  delegates  could  not  be  charged  with 
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committing  a breach  of  faith,  if  the  Colonial 
office  refused  to  grant  such  terms  as  they 
could  properly  and  consistently  accept.  When 
the  sinking  fund  provision  was  demanded, 
the  delegates  from  all  the  Provinces  were  justi- 
fied in  rejecting  that  proposition,  and  the  Cana 
dian  delegates  did  reject  it ; but  it  seemed  that 
the  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  dele- 
gates were  prepared  to  agree  to  almost  anything, 
and  they  concluded  to  accept  it. 

STATUTE  LABOR  LAW. 

Mr.  Killam,  from  the  comm'tt  e to  whom 
was  referred  the  Statute  Labor  law,  reported  that 
the  committee  had  had  the  act  under  consider- 
ation, and  a maj  ority  of  it  had  agreed  to  several 
alterations,  principally  in  respect  to  the  schedule 
and  its  various  details,  which  would  not  mate* 
rially  affect  the  principle  of  the  measure. 

BILL. 

Hon.  Pro.  Secretary  rose  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Spring  Hill  Mining,  Manu- 
facturing, and  Transportation  Company.  He 
observed  that  the  object  was  to  incorporate  a 
Company  who  con'emplated  constructing  a line 
of  railway  from  the  Spring  Bill  coal  mines  to 
Parsboro,  a distance  of  about  20  miles  Some 
dissatisfaction  hai  been  expressed  on  account  of 
the  Mining  Association  having  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining possession  of  very  large  mining  areas  at 
Spring  Hill,  but  besides  this  tract  there  was  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood  a very  valuable 
coal  field,  but  there  was  a difficulty  in  making 
the  same  available  from  the  want  of  communi- 
cation with  navigable  waters. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  presented  a petition  from 
a number  of  inhabitants  of  Sherbrook  and  Wine 
Harbor  asking  for  aid  in  opening  roads  in  a 
certain  locality  in  these  districts. 

USURY  LAW. 

Mr.  Blanchard  remarked  that  the  Commis- 
sioners had  introduced  an  amendment  to  the 
chapter  on  interest,  in  the  Revised  Statutes, 
which  the  House  had  struck  out  in  Committee. 
He  was  not  in  the  House  when  that  chapter  was 
under  consideration,  and  he  wished  to  have  it 
recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the 
proposed  amendment.  In  altering  the  chapter 
the  Commissioners  did  not  contemplate  repeal- 
ing the  present  usury  law,  as  seemed  to  be  the 
apprehension  with  the  House,  but  simply  to 
adopt  the.  principle  of  the  English  law  which 
protected  an  innocent  indorser  of  a note  on  wh'ch 
usury  had  been  taken. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  was  in  favor  of  the  Cana- 
dian law  with  respect  to  usury.  Money  was  an 
article  of  trade,  and  our  existing  usury  law  ope- 
rated against  the  borrower,  andj  injuriously  ef- 
fected trade. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  defended  the  present  law, 
and  contended  that  it  was  a protection  to  the 
borrower. 

Mr.  Churchill  took  the  same  view  as  the 
Attorney  General. 

Mr.  Tobin  was  not  aware  that  any  evils  had 
grown  up  under  the  present  law. 
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Mr.  Archibald  was  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
existing  law,  and  was  of  opinion  that  if  it  was 
repealed,  the  effect  would  be  to  let  loose  a horde 
of  usurers  upon  the  country. 

Mr-  Miller  thought  some  change  desirable, 
and  that  the  statute  should  give  the  note,  in  the 
hands  of  an  innocent  endorsee,  a bona  fide  cha- 
racter, so  that  an  innocent  holder  should  not 
sufier. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  was  in  f vor  of  repealing 
the  Usury  Law.  Money  ought  to  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  with  all  descriptions  of  mer- 
chandize. 

[The  Legislative  Council  by  Message  informed 
the  House  that  they  had  absented  to  a number 
Ot  chapters  of  the  \ Revised  Statutes  without 
amendment.  And  that  they  did  not  adhere  to 
their  amendments  to  chapters  89  and  49  ] 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  said  the  subject  had  now 
been  pretty  well  discussed,  and  he  would  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the  following  reso- 
lution : — 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  in  any  suit  or 
action  for  the  recovery  of  money  on  which  more 
than  six  per  cent,  interest  has  been  reserved, 
no  larger  sum  than  the  principal,  money  being 
the  subject  matter  of  the  contract,  with  six  per 
cent,  interest,  shall  be  recovered/’ 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  hoped  that  the  good  sense 
ot  the  House  would  reject  this  amendment  and 
retain  the  present  law  which  was  designed  to 
protect  the  poor  man  from  the  oppression  of  the 
rich. 

Hon.  Prov  Sec.  said  that  it  was  because  he 
believed  the  proposed  alteration  would  aid  the 
borrower  that  he  wished  it  made. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  considered  that  the  class 
to  which  the  hon.  Attorney  General  referred 
really  suffered  under  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
sent usury  laws.  If  a man  wanted  to 
borrow  money,  say  £25,  who  did  he  go 
to  ? To  the  merchant  with  whom  he 
dealt  I No  for  he  prefered  sending  all  his  sur- 
plus money  abroad  where  he  got  a better  return 
for  it.  He  was  driven  to  go  to  those  who  nude 
their  living  out  of  money  lending,  and  who 
would  be  pretty  sure  to  evade  the  law,  and  in 
some  form  or  other  exact  exorbitant  interest. 
It  the  law  was  altered  so  as  to  make  it  to  the  in- 
terest ot  capitalists  to  invest  their  money  here, 
the  borrower  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
better  class. 

Mr.  Parker  disagreed  entirely  with  the 
views  expressed  by  the  member  for  Pictou 

Mr.  Archibald  said  the  result  of  a change 
in  the  law,  would  be  to  turn  every  shopkeeper 
into  a usurer  upon  a small  scale.  He  conceived 
that  if  the  present  restriction  was  removed  it 
would  be  attended  with  the  most  disastrous  con- 
sequences. 

Mr.  Miller  inqu’red  whether  the  resolution 
before  the  House  went  to  abolish  the  usury  laws 
altogether  1 

Mr.  Blanchard — No  ; it  only  provides  that 
the  contract  or  obligation  shall  not  be  avoided 
by  reason  of  more  than  the  legal  interest  being 
charged. 


After  a few  further  remarks — 

Mr.  Archibald  sai  l that  he  would  submit  to« 
the  House  two  separate  propositions  : first,  he 
would  call  upon  the  House  to  approve  of  the 
general  policy  of  retaining  the  present  Usury 
Law — and  secondly,  having  adopted  that  view, 
he  would  ask  if  there  were  any  special  cases 
which  required  exemption  from  the  general 
rule. 

Mt.  Blanchard  read  he  Canadian  Act  to 
show  that  there  they  had  done  away  with  the 
Usury  Laws  altogether. 

Upon  division,  Mr.  Archibald’s  first  proposi- 
tion passed,  36  to  14 

Mr.  Archibald  then  said  that  he  would  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the  second  Resolu- 
tion, which  would  exempt  innocent  indorsees  of 
a promissory  note  or  Bill  of  Exchange  from  the 
operation  of  the  law. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  that  as  the  House  had 
decided  against  the  broader  principle,  he  would 
vote  for  this  as  a step  in  the  right  direction. — 
On  division,  the  resolution  was  lost,  26  to  18 — 
and  the  original  law  then  passed. 

Hon.  V incl.  Secy.,  Chairman  of  the  North 
Queen’s  Election  Committee,  obtained  leave  to 
adjourn  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  John  Campbell  introduced  a Bill  to 
amend.  Chap.  147,  Revised  Statutes,  of  Petty 
Trespasse  and  Assaults. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  until  the  next  day 
at  3 o’clock. 


Friday,  March  11. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

petitions. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  : By 
Hon.  Mr.  McKinnon,  from  Paul  Christmas,  an 
Indian  Chief  in  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  in 
respect  to  reserved  lands  of  Indians ; by  Mr. 
Slocumb  from  LaHave,  praying  for  a change  in 
a Post  Ride  ; by  the  same  from  Bridgewater, 
praying  that  the  Statute  Labour  Law  remain  as 
formerly. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  laid  on  the  table  the  returns 
of  St.  Mary's  College. 

Hon.  Fin.  Secy,  laid  on  the  table  various  pe- 
titions on  Railway  matters,  whioh  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Railway. 

THE  PICTOU  RAILWAY. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  then  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Railway  Bill. 

After  a delay  of  a few  minutes,  no  one  rising 
to  speak. 

Mr.  Archibald  asked  if  it  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  some  member  of  the  Government  to  say 
something  at  this  stage  of  a measure  so  impor- 
tant to  the  interests  of  the  country. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  replied  that  it  was  but  a 
few  days  eince  that  he  had  introduced  the  bill, 
and  fully  explained  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  did  not  see  that  aDy  more  elucidation 
of  the  subject  was  requisite. 

Mr  S.  Campbell  asked  if  it  was  not  the  duty 
of  tbe  Government,  in  submitting  a measure  of 
this  kind,  to  give  some  facts  in  reference  to  the 
business  that  may  be  expected  on  this  new  road. 
Of  course,  he  added,  he  did  not  make  these  ob- 
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serrations  with  any  reference  to  the  course  he 
intended  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Locke  said  he  would  certainly  like 
to  hear  some  good  reasons  from  the  Government 
for  the  course  they  were  pursuing. 

Hon.  Pkov.  Sec.  replied  that  he  had  been 
many  years  in  the  house,  but  he  had  never  seen 
such  a novel  exhibition  as  was  now  presented. 
The  leader  of  the  Government  had  explained 
their  course  in  the  frankest  manner,  and  yet 
gentlemen  opposite  appeared  dissatisfied  It 
was  certainly  a strange  procedure  for  gentlemen 
to  get  up  and  dictate  to  the  Government  how 
many  speeches  they  should  make  on  a subject 
on  which  full  explanations  had  already  been 
given.  If  th  se  gentlemen  were  unable  to  make 
up  their  minds  on  the  subject,  they  should  say 
so  and  allow  the  house  to  go  into  committee. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  he  would  make  a 
speech  that  would  be  an  exceedingly  short  one  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
gentlemen  opposite  who  were  most  active  in 
their  enquiries. 

The  hon  gentlemen  then  read  the  resolution 
moved  in  1859  by  Mr.  McLelan  in  favor  of  the 
Pictou  extension.  It  would  be  perceived,  added 
the  hon.  gentleman, jthat  this  was  a speech  which 
would  be  perfectly  conclusive  to  some  hon.  gen- 
tlemen It  was  the  speech  of  the  hon.  members 
for  North  Colchester,  (Mr.  McLeian),  for  North 
Colchester,  (Mr.  Archibald),  for  Shelburne,  (Mr. 
Locke  and  Mr.  Robertson  ) 

SPEECH- OF  MR.  ARCHIBALD. 

Mr.  Archibald  then  rose  and  spoke  to  the 
following  effect : — I quite  concur  in  the  force  of 
the  speech  which  the  hon.  Attorney  General 
has  just  read  ; but  I can  also  refer  to  speeches  of 
thefhon.  gent’n  equally  as  forcible  the  other  way. 

This  is  the  exposition  which  in  1859  the  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  I acted  made  to  the  house  of 
the  policy  they  intended  to  pursue.  But  whe  > 
the  hon.  Atty.  Gen  reads  this  as  my  speech,  he 
at  the  same  time  reads  his  own  speech  on  that 
occasion,  by  negativing  every  proposition  that 
resolution  contained. 

In  effect,  therefore,  the  hon.  gentlemen  declar- 
ed, on  that  occasion,  that  it  was  not  the  design  of 
the  railroad,  as  originally  contemplated,  that  it 
should  be  extended  to  the  frontier  or  to  Pictou  ; 
that  though  it  was  then  ascertained  that  there 
was  no  chance  of  the  Intercolonial,  it  was  not 
wise  to  extend  the  road  to  Pictou,  or  to  obtain 
the  trade  and  traffic  of  the  Gulf  and  the  other 
advantages  pointed  out  by  the  resolution  — 
Whatever  might  be  my  inconsistency  if  I were 
to  oppose  the  present  bill,  it  would  be  just  that 
inconsi  tency  which  the  hon.  gentleman  shews 
in  now  advocating  it. 

So  it  appears  that  all  the  capital  against  me 
he  could  derive  from  the  speech  he  has  quoted, 
could  be  derived  against  himself,  from  his  action 
on  that  occasion.  We  may  safely  assume  that 
whenever  we  made  a speech  one  way.  the  hon. 
gentleman  spoke  directly  to  the  contrary.  N >w, 

I do  not  he  itate  a moment  to  rise  and  define 
the  position  that  I intend  to  occupy  in  reference 
to  the  important  question  whic  i is  before  us ; 
but  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  address  the  House 
at  any  length.  I trust,  however,  I shall  deal 
with  this  subject  in  a manner  that  shall  not 


make  me  liable  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency. 
This  is  subject  of  the  very  gravest  importance 
which  I am  free  to  acknowledge  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  dealt  with  frankly,  and  has  expound- 
ed his  views  with  great  force  and  earnestness. 
I must  say,  however,  that  if  he  had  repeated 
his  speeches  of  former  years,  he  would  have 
made  as  decidedly  argumentative  a speech  on 
the  other  side. 

Hon.  Atty.  General — No. 

Mr.  Archibald  — My  memory  carries  me 
back  to  the  scenes  of  the  past;  I think  I am  not 
wrong  in  saying  that  the  most  able  arguments 
that  could  be  made  against  this  railway  mea- 
sure, would  not  compare  in  eloquence  and  abili- 
ty with  those  in  which  the  hon.  gentleman  in 
former  days  denounced  it.  But  I feel 
this  is  a point  on  which  it  is  needless  to  dwell ; 
we  have  a subject  of  very  grave  importance 
before  this  Legislature— one  which  should  be 
approached  in  no  sectional  or  local  aspect  but 
simply  with  a view  to  the  interests  of  the 
Province.  We  are  called  upon  to  dispose  of  a 
sum  of  money  double  the  entire  revenue  of 
this  Province  for  a year,  and  the  annual  in- 
terest of  which  is  £24,000.  That  this  is  a 
question  of  grave  magnitude,  requiring  the 
deliberate  attention  of  this  House  no  one  can 
hesitate  for  a moment  to  acknowledge.  I 
would  be  sorry  to  say  that  this  is  a question 
in  which  any  gentleman  in  this  House,  looking 
at  it  calmly  and  conscientiously,  can  declare 
that  it  is  not  unaccompanied  with  difficulties. 
The  hon.  Attorney  General  has  not  surprised 
me  when  he  referred  to  the  resolution  which 
was  moved  in  1829.  I have  always  felt,  from 
the  time  when  this  country  commenced  to  build 
railways,  it  committed  itself  to  a policy  which 
was  not  to  keep  them  at  a village  m the  interi- 
or but  to  continue  them  further — either  to  tap 
the  Gulf  at  Pictou  or  go  to  the  frontier  of  New 
Brunswick.  Therefore  the  hon.  gentleman  is 
not  wrong  in  saying  that  I have  before,  in  the 
course  of  my  public  life,  admitted  that  I am  in 
favour  a railway  extension  when  the  finances 
and  condition  of  the  country  permitted  it. 

Now,  when  this  question  came  before  the 
House  in  1859,  in  what  state  were  we  % In 
1857,  the  Attorney  General  and  myself  were  in 
England  on  other  business,  and  we  took  the 
opportunity  whilst  there  of  pressing  the  impor- 
tant subject  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  Imperial  Government. 
Unfortunately  for  us,  at  the  time,  we  did  not 
succeed  in  obtaining  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment any  encouragement.  In  1858,  a delegation 
from  the  three  Provinces  went  home  to  press 
th’s  subject  again  upon  the  attention  of  the 
British  Ministry,  bat  it  was  as  unsuccessful  as 
its  predecessors.  In  December,  1858,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Bulwer  Lyttou,  at  that  time  the  Colonial. 
Secretary,  sent  out  a despatch,  in  which  he  etn-^ 
phatically  denied  the  possibility  of  Great 
Britain  granting  us  any  Imperial  aid.  In 
this  condition  were  we  when  the  question 
of  railway  extension  came  before  the  Legis- 
lature in  1859 ; — and  what  was  the  state 
of  our  railway  at  the  same  time.  Nobody 
who  looked  at  the  report  which  was  laid  on  the 
table  by  Mr.  Mosse,  then  the  general  superin- 
tendent, could  fail  to  take  a most  ho^ful  view 
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of  the  prospects  ol  the  road.  He  was  strong- 
ly of  opinion  that  the  railway  would  yield  a 
large  amount  to  the  revenue, — that  year  by 
year  it  would  go  on  yielding  more  largely. — 
Looking  at  the  statement  he  made  in  1858, 
any  one  would  be  justified  in  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  railway,  during  the  next 
year,  would  yield  from  10  to  £15,000  over 
and  above  the  working  expenses  With  these 
views  coming  from  an  officer  of  a Government 
opposed  to  railways  who  could  not  be  disposed 
to  picture  everything  couleur  de  rose , it  is  not 
surprising  we  took  the  course  we  did.  We 
felt  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the  statement 
made — in  the  encouragement  held  out  to  the 
people  of  this  country  by  a public  officer — we 
should  go  on  with  the  railway  and  continue  it 
to  the  Gulf.  The  Intercolonial  Railway  was 
buried  under  the  despatch  of  Sir  Edwa  d Bul- 
wer  Lytton,  and  the  only  line  of  road  that  was 
practicable  was  that  to  Pictou.  I did  not  hesi- 
tate in  1859  to  express  in  the  strongest  terms 
my  views  in  respect  to  railway  extension,  and 
if  when  we  we  came  back  in  1860,  we  had 
found  the  anticipations  that  had  been  raised  by 
the  superintendent  realized,  we  would  have 
been  recreant  to  our  duty  in  not  carrying  out 
the  eourse  we  had  fore-shadowed  in  1859.  But 
we  found  that  the  railway  instead  of  adding  lar- 
gely to  revenue  had  gone  into  debt  for  working 
expenses  to  the-extent  of  £2000.  Does  any  body 
believe  that  with  such  a result  before  us,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  of  the  day  to  at- 
tempt to  proceed  further  with  the  railway? 
The  very  gentlemen  who  are  before  me  now 
would  have  been  the  first  to  rise  and  denounce 
it  as  an  act  of  madness  to  attempt  to  extend 
the  line  to  Pictou  under  existing  circum- 
stances. 

What  did  we  find  in  1861  ? In  consequence 
aof  the  disturbances  in  the  States,  the  channels 
of  trade  were  changed  and  trade  fell  off  for  a 
time,— instead  of  an  increase  -of  revenue  we 
found  we  were  £20,000  worse  off,  whilst  there 
was  little  or  no  increase  in  the  earnings  of  the 
ra  lroad.  If  that  year,  therefore,  we  were  clear- 
ly in  no  position  to  go  on  with  the  extension  of 
our  system  of  railroads.  Then  came  the  new 
phase  that  the  question  assumed.  In  1861  it 
was  announced  that  in  consequence  of  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  States  a good  opportunity  was  af- 
forded of  cementing  the  Union  of  the  Provinces 
by  the  construction  of  an  Intercolonial  line  ; and 
a delegation  went  to  Quebec  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  some  terms  could  not  be 
arranged  for  the  building  of  the  Intercolonial 
line.  The  delegation  which  met  at  Quebec  was 
followed  up  by  one  which  went  to  England,  and 
eventually  an  answer  came  from  the  Imperial 
authorities  to  say  that  they  were  not  ready  to 
give  us  Imperial  aid,  but,  at  the  same  time,  off- 
ering us  a guarantee  which  would  enable  us  to 
borrow  money  at  cheaper  rates  than  other- 
wise we  ceuld  do.  When  this  proposal  came  out 
.another  delegation  met  at  Quebec  and  entered 
into  the  negotiations  which  were  the  subject  of 
consideration  last  year.  I do  not  intend  to  go 
into  that  question,  but  I do  mein  to  say  that 
had  we  been  able  to  carry  out  the  Intercolonial 
Railway  scheme  on  the  terms  acceded  to,  a very 
great  boon  would  have  be.  n conferred  on  this 


country.  A delegation  subsequently  went  to 
England  and  there  entered  into  negotiations,  on 
which  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell.  When  the 
Canadian  delegation  were  leaving  England,  on 
their  return  to  Canada,  they  wrote  to  the  Duke- 
of  Newcastle,  stating  that  they  were  not  them- 
selves in  a positiou  to  give  a positive  answer, 
but  would  submit  to  their  Governm  nt  the  re- 
sult of  their  negotiations,  and  added  they  were 
in  hopes  triat  some  modifi  ation  of  the  proposal 
would  enable  that  Government  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  benefit  of  the  scheme.  That  was 
the  state  of  things  before  the  legislation  of  last 
year.  The  Canadian  Government,  on  the  25th 
of  February,  1863,  de  id  d to  approve  of  the 
conduct  of  the  delegates,  in  a minute  of  council. 
But  when  the  legislation  of  last  year  was  entered 
upon,  no  official  information  had  been  given  to 
the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  that  the  scheme 
had  been  given  up.  That  minute  of  council,  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  was  not  in  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  tar  as  I am  aware. 

Now  in  the  Act  of  1863  what  did  we  do?  In 
concert  wtth  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
we  pledged  ourselves  to  the  effect  that  if  the  Ca- 
nadian Legislature,  within  two  years,  should  pass 
an  act  in  accordance  with  ours,  we  would  go  on 
with  the  line  on  the  terms  agre  3d  to  at  the  con- 
vention at  Quebec.  The  united  branches  of  the 
Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  pledged  the  public 
faith  not  only  to  Gre  t Britain  but  to  New 
Brunswick  and  to  Canada  as  well.  Now  I have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I feel  that  the  faith 
of  this  country  i3  pledged ; to  repeal  that  act, 
under  the  circumstances,  is  a violation  of  that 
pledge;  but  it  is  not  for  me  to  decide  that  mat- 
matter.  The  Government  of  this  country  an- 
nounced their  opposition  to  the  measure,  when 
it  wa3  carried  through  this  Legislature,  and  they 
say  now  that  they  still  hold  the  same  opinions. 

It  matters  not  whether  they  repeal  it  or  not. 
The  moment  they  rise  and  say  they  do  not  feel 
bound  to  carry  out  the  policy,  and  will  not  carry 
it  out,  then  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  act  is 
repealed.  For  this  violation  of  the  good  faith  of 
the  province  they,  and  not  I,  are  responeible.  | 
Therefore,  at  this  moment  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia  is  not  bound  by  the  act  with  reference  to 
the  Intercolonial  Railway,  and  in  approaching 
the  discussion  of  this  snbje  t we  stand  just  in 
the  same  position  as  if  no  such  act  had  ever  ex- 
isted. 

It  appears,  according  to  the  opinions  of  the 
present  Government  of  this  Province,  ttiat  the 
terms  agreed  to  were  too  bmd  nsome  for 
Nova  Scotia  The  Canadian  Ministry  have 
also  taken  the  ground,  that  the  burthen  im- 
posed upon  them  is  too  great  With  these 
opinions  prevailing  at  the  Nova  Scotian  end 
and  at  the  Canadian  end,  it  is  obvious  that 
even  if  the  act  remained  in  force,  the  prospect 
of  an  Intercolonial  line  is  adjourned  to  an  in 
definite  period  in  the  future.  Therefore  I feel 
we  can  approach  the  subject  of  a Pictou  rail- 
way in  a very  different  spirit  from  what  we 
could  have  done  if  there  were  any  hope 
from  the  legislation  in  reference  to  the 
Intercolonial  scheme.  I have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that,  in  dealing  with  this  important 
question,  I would  not  be  doing  justice  to  my- 
self if  I did  not  unequivocally  state  what  policy 
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I would  pursue  if  the  Intercolonial  railway 
project  were  feasible.  I consider  the  branch  to 
Pictou  as  of  sectional  interest  compared  with  the 
former  scheme.  It  would  have  a priceless  boon 
to  Nova  Scotia,  jutting  out  as  she  does  500  miles 
on  the  path  to  Europe,  if  we  could  have  consum- 
mated an  undertaking  which  must  have  made  her 
the  wharf  on  which  the  trafic  of  two  continents 
would  concentrate.  I w<  uld  consider,  that  any 
burthen  that  we  could  impose  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  this  country  would  be  trifling  compared 
with  the  benefits  that  it  would  derive  from  the 
completion  of  this  project.  But  in  the  present 
phase  of  the  question,  the  enquiry  na  urally 
suggests  itself,  what  is  the  next  best  course  to 
pursue.  I have  looked  at  the  question  before 
us,  not  as  an  Ea  tarn  man — but  in  a light  as 
affecting  the  entire  interests  of  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia.  I have  endeavored  to  show  you 
what  he  inclination  of  my  mindGs  on  the  sub- 
ject ; I would,  if  I could,  have  the  Intercolonial 
Pailway,  but  as  we  are  not  to  have  it,  we  must 
nke  the  next  best  thing.  I must  admit  that  the 
experience  we  have  had  in  railway  matters  since 
1859  has  very  materially  affected  my  judgment 
as  to  the  paying  prope  ties  of  a line  from  Hali- 
fax to  Pictou.  I confess  that  in  the  first  in- 
stance I was  inclined  to  believe  that  we  would 
derive  from  that  r ilway  a large  amount  of 
traffic  for  the  carriage  of  coals,  but  the  1 rge 
changes  that  have  occnrred  of  late,  have  ren- 
dered the  coal  tra^e  a very  unlikely  object  to 
contribute  much  towards  the  support  of  the  road 

(The  hon.  gentleman  here  entered  into  some 
calculations,  to  show  that  the  coal  trade  could 
not  be  deemed  a production  source  of  revenue 
to  the  road.)  He  then  continued  : 

Do  not  let  the  House  imagine  that  I am  say- 
ing this  for  the  purpose  of  depreciating  the  pay- 
ing properties  of  the  line.  I intend  to  show  that 
there  are  other  reasons  why  this  line  should  be 
built  irrespective  of  the  the  coal  triffic.  What 
I sk  is  that  the  House  should  not  act  upon 
false  promises,  but  look  at  the  real  grounds 
why  that  road  should  be  be  constructed.  To 
ask  this  this  House  to  come  to  a conclusion  up- 
on upon  promises  that  are  of  themselves  un- 
sound, is  to  ask  it  to  believe  that  which  no  can- 
did man  ought  to  do.  There  is  one  po:nt  which 
I may  here  notice.  Every  body  is  aware  of 
the  extraordinary  development  of  the  coal  trade 
in  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton — that  the  trade 
instead  of  being,  a=  it  was  formerly,  in  the  hands 
of  one  monopoly,  is  scattered  among  a numbe  rof 
energetic  proprietors  who  have  reduced  the 
price  of  coal  to  a very  low  figure,  and  must 
accumalate  so  large  an  amount  of  the  article  in 
th  * American  m rket  as  to  leave  it  out  of  the 
question  that  coal,  brought  here  from  Pictou 
and  reshipped  to  the  States,  can  be  made  the  ob 
ject  of  profitable  speculation, 

Now  the  House  may  ask  if  the  coal  trade  is 
not  likely  to  be  a prolific  source  of  support  to  the 
line,  what  is  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  it  ? 
I feel  that  it  should  be  our  object  so  long  as  we 
are  divided  from  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, to  secure  our  share  of  the  trade  of  Prince 
Edward  Island,  to  stimulate  the  trade  of  the 
Gulf  ports,  and  of  the  fine  agricultural  counties 
that  lie  to  the  eastward  of  Pictou  and  in  the  island 


of  Cape  Breton.  That  island,  of  late  years,  has 
afforded  evidence  that  it  is  destined  to  become 
one  of  the  finest  gems  in  Britain’s  diadem  of 
colonies.  Possessed  as  she  is  of  inexhaustible 
wealth,  she  has  a future  before  her  of  which  we 
can  form  as  yet  no  just  conception.  (Hear, 
hear.)  I expect  to  see  ere  no  great  lapse  of 
time  the  entire  shores  that  border  on  the  Gulf 
expanding  with  commerce.  I feel  we  may 
fairly  look  forward  to  the  prospect  of  a large 
increase  of  traffic  on  the  railway,  in  good  time. 
With  all  this,  however,  I don’t  mean  to  say  to 
the  House  that  the  Pictou  railway  is  likely  to 
pay  more  than  its  expenses,  but  what  then  ? 
Do  I feel  that  even  ifit  should  be  a burthen  to 
some  ext  nt  upon  our  resources,  it  is  an  underta- 
king that  we  should  not  take  in  hand  ? Look  at 
the  past  history  of  this  country  ; see  what  has 
been  done  of  late  years  without  embarrassing 
our  resourees.  We  have  built  railways,  we 
have  paid  our  sixty-thousand  pounds  a year 
and  kept  the  public  faith  intact.  We  have  a 
handsome  revenue,  and  are  able  to  devote  to  the 
ordinary  service  of  the  country  a very  larger 
amonnt.  I feel,  then,  if  the  railway,  as  it  is,  has 
not  crippled  our  resources— if  our  trade  is  pros- 
perous— if  every  branch  of  public  industry  has 
gone  ahead,  and  if  to  somo  extent  the  rai  ways 
have  promoted  this  prosperity,  I would  be  re- 
breant  to  the  policy  I have  always  propounded, 
— that  I would  not  be  doing  justice  to  myself  to 
offer  any  opposition  to  a bill  that  favours  a rail- 
way to  the  harbor  of  Pictou  The  hon.  Attor- 

ney Gen.,  in  the  opening  of  this  debate,  imagin- 
ed he  would  place  me  in  a wrong  position,  but  I 
can  say  to  that  hon.  gentleman  I feel  too  deeply 
my  responsibility  us  a public  man  to  take  any 
course  in  reference  to  this  subject  that  does  not 
commend  itself  to  my  honest  cenvictions.  I 
feel  that  where  I differ  from  the  gentlemen  who 
generally  act  me  on  sufficient  reasons  that  it  is 
my  duty  to  deal  with  the  question  in  the  light 
that  commends  itself  to  mp  own  judgment.  I 
trust  that  so  long  as  I have  the  honour  of  a seat  in 
the  House,  I can  take  to  myself  tne  credit  of 
havidg  acted  up  conscientiously  to  my  own  con- 
vibtions  of  what  is  right.  I did  not  intend  to 
have  said  as  much  as  I have  in  reference  to  this 
subject,  as  I have  had  little  time  for  preparing 
to  deal  with  it  in  that  manner  which  its 
importance  merits  Probably  I would  have 
had  a week  longer  if  I had  ^aid  that  I 
intended  to  support  the  hon.  Attorney 
General  in  this  measure  which  he  has  introduc- 
ed. I must  frankly  confess,  in  conclusion,  that 
it  has  been  with  no  little  hesitation  that  I have 
given  up  so  desrable  a project  as  the  Interco- 
lonial Railway  scheme.  I have  always  looked 
at  it  as  the  precursor  of  that  union  which  has 
so  long  been  the  hope  of  every  intelligent  man 
who  wishes  to  see  the  arena  of  polictics  in  these 
Provinces  enlarged  and  ennobled.  I fear  very 
much  that  the  action  of  the  Go  ernment  on  the 
present  occasion  lias  done  much  to  postpone 
that  great  Intercolonial  question  ; I fear  we  are 
giving  away  the  chances  of  ever  effeeting  that 
great  work ; but  on  the  gentlemen  opposite  rests 
the  entire  responsibility  As  matters  are  now, 
it  is  for  me  only  to  consider  what  is  the  proper 
course  that  I should  pursue  in  dealing  with  the 
question  immediately  before  us. 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  KILLAM. 

Mr.  Killam  said  he  felt  it  necessary  to  say  a 
few  words  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He 
had  pursued  a consistent  course  from  the  incep- 
tion of  railroads  in  thi->  Province  and  he  had 
seen  no  reason  to  abandon  the  position  he  h d 
taken.  Be  had  always  held  that  it  was  a mon- 
strous injustice  to  the  great  majority  of  the  peo 
pie  to  take  the  revenues  of  the  Province  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  one  portion  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  other,  and  it  was  a most  astonishing 
thing  to  him  how  any  man  could  now  propose 
to  lay  an  additional  tax  of  £20,000  a-year  more 
upon  the  people.  That  the  revenue  was  in  a 
flourishing  condit:on  was  no  argument  why  it 
should  be  appropriated  i i this  way.  Every  man, 
woman  and  child  contributed  to  the  general  re- 
venue of  the  Province,  and  had  an  interest  in 
its  appropriation,  and  he  would  ask  whether 
they  would  equally  participate,  in  the  advan- 
tages, whatever  they  might  be,  ( f this  railroad  to 
Pietou. 

Ever  ' since  the  first  introduction  of  Railroads 
into  this  Province,  the  subject  had  been  used  for 
political  and  improp.  r purposes.  The  system 
had  been  conceived  in  iniquity,  and  corruption 
had  marked  its  progress  from  beginning  to  end. 
He  had  seen  members  pulled  from  one  side  of 
the  House  o the  other,  and  some  of  them  had 
given  their  votes  in  the  morning  in  a certain 
way,  and  on  a motion  to  rescind  had  voted  di- 
rectly opposite.  The  same  thing  was  going  on 
now,  and  how  could  it  be  expected  that  any  sys- 
tem so  conducted  could  work  for  the  advantage 
of  the  people  The  Province  had  now  about  90 
miles  of  Railroad,  which  had  been  constructed 
at  a cost  of  over  a million  of  pounds.  This  was 
no  small  sum,  and  he  would  ask  what  portion  of 
the  people  had  benefitted  by  it  ? 

He  had  been  looking  over  the  census  returns, 
and  would  give  the  House  a few  figures  he  had 
jotted  do^n:  Taking  the  counties  of  Lunen- 
burg, Queens,  Annapolis,  Guysborough,  and 
Cumberland,  which  were  beyond  the  reach  of 
any  advantage  from  the  road,  and  who?e 
united  population  reached  one  hundred  and 
thirty  seven  thousand,  and  adding  the  connties 
of  Cape  Breton,  Victoria,  Inverness,  and  half  of 
Halifax,  (outside  of  the  city)  and  we  had  180,000 
of  the  population  of  the  Province  who  had  no 
interest  in*or  derived  any  advantages  from,  these 
railroads  at  all,  and  there  remained  a portion  of 
the  county  of  Halifax,  Colchester  and  Hants, 
numbering  about  74  000  less  than  one  quarter 
of  the  entire  population,  who  reaped  the  benefits 
of  the  railroads.  These  were  plain  facts  which 
could  not  be  disputed.  The  counties  which 
would  be  benefitted  by  this  Pietou  railroad 
would  then  be  Pietou,  Colchester,  and  Cape 
Breton,  to  a certain  extent,  for  he  did  not  admit 
that  the  advantages  would  be  much  felt  in  Cape 
Breton.  In  order  to  enable  her  to  benefit  by  it, 
steamboats  would  have  to  be  put  cn  to  com  mu 
nicate  with  Pietou,  and  these  he  supposed  would 
also  have  to  receive  provincial  aid.  But  it  was 
absurd  to  suppose  as  had  been  stated  that  the 
coal  trade  of  Cape  Breton  would  be  diverted  by 
the  Pietou  road.  That  business  came  by  the 
southern  side  of  Cape  Breton,  and  it  was  not 


reasonable  to  imagine  that  it  would  take  a 
roundabout  course  to  the  harbor  of  Pietou. 

The  figures  he  had  brought  forward  shewed 
that  only  a small  section  was  benefitted  by  these 
railroads,  and  he  would  ask  them  if  it  was  just 
or  honest  to  take  the  hard  earnings  of  the  whole 
people  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting  a few.  He 
would  ask  the  House  to  look  at  this  subject  as 
they  would  at  any  other  business  transaction, 
and  see  what  had  been  the  result.  We  had  about 
one  hundred  miles  of  railroad — one  branch  run- 
ning to  one  of  the  most  prosperous  towns  in  the 
Province,  surrounded  with  the  trade  ot  New 
Brunswick ; and  another  branch  running  into 
the  heart  of  t e country,  (if  there  was  any  heart 
in  it;)  and  yet  with  all  these  advantages,  it 
did  not  pay  working  expenses.  We  had  in  fact 
spent  over  a million  of  money  for  nothing,  and 
yet  in  face  of  all  this  there  were  those  to  he 
found  who  wished  to  plunge  the  country  still 
deeper  into  ruin.  He  would  defy  any  one  to 
show  that  this  Pietou  railroad  was  going  to  pay. 
As  to  the  talk  about  the  trade  of  Prince  Edward 
Island,  any  one  who  looked  a<  the  map  could  see 
that  from  the  geographical  position  of  the  Island, 
very  little  of  it  would  come  to  Pietou,  and  that  the 
majority  of  it  from  the  very  nature  of  things 
must  be  diverted  to  New  Brunswick -so  that 
after  all,  all  this  extra  expenditure  of  £30,000 
a-year  was  intended  to  benefit  about  2500  peo- 
ple in  and  about  Pietou,  and  a few  in  Halifax. 
It  was  all  nonsense  to  talk  of  the  road  paying — 
before  it  had  been  built  five  years,  it  would  be  a 
drag  upon  the  resources  of  the  province,  and 
would  not  even  pay  working  expenses 

He  would  ask  honorable  members  to  consider 
for  a moment  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
loads  and  bridges  of  the  country — neglected  and 
out  of  repairs — in  consequence  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  country  being  diverted  from  their 
legitimate  channels.  Did  any  person  ever  taka 
the  trouble  to  ascertain  how  many  miles  of  roads 
there  were  in  the  province?  In  his  own  coun- 
ty (Yarmouth)  there  were  no  less  than  500  miles 
ot  public  road,  which  were  travelled  over  daily 
by  the  population  of  the  county.  In  the  same 
proportion  he  calculated  there  were  about  10,000 
miles  of  roads  in  the  whole  province,  in  constant 
use — and  he  would  ask,  were  these  roads, 
which  were  of  more  consequence  to  the  people 
than  all  the  rail  oads  put  together,  to  be  allowed 
to  go  to  ruin,  for  the  purpose  of  benefitting  a 
small  section  of  the  country,  who  were  pressing 
for  a railroad. 

He  had  never  heard  of  such  a system  as  this 
m any  country  in  the  world.  No  despotism 
could  be  worse  than  this.  In  the  island  of  Cu- 
ba the  inhabitants  were  kept  under  the  power 
of  Spain  by  the  bayonet,  but  their  condition  was 
hardly  worse  than  ours.  The  Hon.  Attorney 
General  says  that  the  building  of  this  road  will 
allay  the  jealousies  between  the  East  and  the 
West, — it  will  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  Is  the 
West  to  stand  by  and  see  themselves  robbed  of 
their  rights  for  the  benefit  of  the  East  ? He 
thought  nof.  The  Government  had  not  acted 
fairly  or  honestly  in  the  matter.  It  the  pressure 
came  from  the  East,  they  should  have  told 
them  that  they  had  no  right  to  press  for  more 
than  their  rights.  They  should  have  looked  at 


PARLIAMENTATY  DEBATES. 


the  interests  ot  the  whole  Province,  and  not 
have  been  influenced  by  local  feelings. 

“ But,”  says  the  Government,  “ we  are  going 
largely  to  increase  the  road-grant.”  This  is  all 
very  well ; but  did  any  one  ever  hear  of  a rat 
trap  being  set  without  a good  bait  ? (laughter.) 
It  was  not  at  all  likely  that,  with  £30,000  a year 
more  to  be  taken  out  of  our  revenue,  there  would 
be  much  left  for  extra  grants  tq  roads  and  brid- 
ges. He  would  say,  then,  let  the  railroad  ques- 
tion rest  where  it  was— there  was  no  occasion  to 
revive  it  now — the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  had 
plenty  other  things  to  turn  their  attention  to — 
and  he  did  not  believe  it  was  wise  in  view  of 
the  complications  that  might  arise  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  to  embark  in 
this  entcrprize  now.  There  was  no  public  ne- 
cessity calling  for  it,  and  he  was  inclined  to 
think  that  the  revival  of  the  question  now  was 
nothing  more  than  a political  scheme  to  enable 
the  Government  to  retain  power.  He  hoped, 
then,  that  the  Government  would  not  press  this 
Bill.  He  did  not  care  whe  governed  the  coun- 
try, provided  it  was  governed  well.  He  never 
supported  a party  for  the  sake  of  party,  but  only 
so  far  as  they  carried  out  the  views  he  honestly 
entertained.  He  did  not  mind  giving  way  in 
small  things,  but  on  a question  of  this  kind  no 
man  of  any  principle,  who  had  any  regard  for  - 
the  consistency  of  his  public  conduct,  cou  d 
give  way.  He  had  no  doubt  that  there 
were  many  amongst  the  Government  support- 
ers who  coincided  in  his  views,  and  would 
vote  with  him  if  they  followed  their  own  incli- 
nations. In  expressing  himself  as  he  had  done, 
he  was  simply  acting  as  an  individual  member 
of  the  House — he  did  not  expect  to  influence  any 
body,  and  did  not  pretend  to  any  eloquence. 
He  simply  stated  such  facts  and  figures  as  in- 
duced him  to  vote  against  the  bill  before  the 
House,  and  he  would  leave  the  subject  at  present 
without  any  further  remarks 

He  had  not  intended  to  address  the  House  at 
that  time,  and  would  not  have  done  so  but  for 
the  desire  of  the  government  to  press  the  bill 
through.  It  was  his  intention  to  frame  an 
amendment  which  he  would  submit  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House. 

SrEECH  OP  HON.  PROVINCIAL  SECRETARY. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  said  : — The 
lion,  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  will  have 
ample  time  to  draft  any  resolution  he  may  wish 
to  bring  forward,  and  he  will  find  the  Govern- 
ment disposed  to  debate  the  question  as  fully  as 
the  interests  of  the  country  demand.  After  the 
speech  which  has  been  delivered  by  the  hon. 
leader  of  the  opposition,  I feel  that  “ Othello’s 
occupation  is  gone.”  I was  prepared  to  have 
girded  on  my  armour,  and  met  a foeman  wor- 
thy of  my  steel — to  have  made  a speech  upon 
the  question  that  is  now  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House ; but  after  the  patriotic  and 
statesmanlike  remarks  that  have  fallen  from  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be  entirely  unnecessary.  It  would  be  worse  than 
unnecessary  were  I to  enter  upon  the  line  ot  dis- 
cussion on  this  question  which  I was  prepared 
to  do,  if  gentlemen  opposite,  as  had  been  cur- 
rently reported,  had  decided  to  oppose  the  bill 
which  is  now  before  the  House.  I can  truly  say, 
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sir,  that  I do  not  regret  that  my  intended  speech 
has  been  spoiled. 

I regret,  however,  that  the  hon.  gentleman, 
in  taking  the  position  he  has  on  this  questiom, 
has  impaired  the  credit  that  I think  would  have 
been  otherwise  due  to  him  by  an  attempt,  and  a 
very  weak  attempt,  to  fasten  a charge  of  bad 
faith  upon  the  government  of  his  own  country. 
I have  said  that  it  is  a very  weak  attempt  and  I 
will  give  you  my  reasons  for  saying  so.  The 
hon.  gei^tleman.in  defending  the  legislation  of  the 
late  government  of  which  he  was  the  Attorney 
General  on  the  subject  of  the  Intercolonial 
Railway,  found  it  necessary  to  excuse  himself 
from  having  seen  the  minute  of  the  Canadian 
Counc  1 of  February  25 ; for  he,  no  doubt,  felt 
that  he  could  be  charged  with  a deliberate  insult 
to  the  House  if  he  had  brought  down  these 
measures  and  asked  the  Legislsture  to  pass 
them,  knowing  that  ft  was  a nugatory,  and 
worse  than  useless  proceeding,  since  it  was 
tying  the  hands  of  his  own  country  and  of  his 
people  to  an  inoperative  project  and  preventing 
them  from  discussing  and  completing  these 
measures  of  progress  which  the  coun- 
try required.  In  order  to  excuse  himself, 
he  says,  as  far  as  his  recollection  serves  him,  he 
had  never  seen  the  Minute  referred  to  up  to  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  Intercol  nial  Railway 
bills  I feel  that  the  hon.  member  required  to 
shelter  himself  under  the  excuse  that  he  had 
not  seen  this  document  in  ©rder  to  render  his 
conduct  defensible ; but  what  do  I find  1 The 
House  knows  that  the  Intercolonial  Railway 
bills  were  never  introduced  until  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  April  last,  and  I hold  in  my  hand 
the  copy  of  this  Minute  which  I obtained  from 
Lord  Mulgrave  when  the  railway  survey  was 
proposed  after  we  came  into  power.  On  the 
back  of  this  document  which  is  the  Minute  of 
the  Council  of  the  Canadian  Government  of  the 
25th  February.  I find  “ordered  to  be  printed  on 
the  3rd  March,  and  printed  on  the  12th  of 
March.”  Had  not  the  hon.  gentleman  made  the 
statement  that  he  has,  it  would  seem  incredible 
that  these  documents  which  were  submitted  to 
the  Canadian  L gislatur j on  the  3rd  March  and 
actually  printed  on  the  12th,  should  not  have 
been  within  the  know7  ledge  of  the  Go* 
vernment  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  does  seem 
strange,  indeed,  that  they  should  have  been 
so  remiss  in  their  duiy,  as  not  to  know  what 
was  taking  place  in  reference  to  this  subject  of 
an  Intercolonial  Railway  in  a province  whose 
action  was  indispensable  in  any  legislation  that 
could  be  effective.  I say,  sir,  that  when  the 
hon.  gentleman,  in  ord  r to  justify  birself,  pleads 
ignorance  of  that  document,  he  is  not  in  a posi- 
tion to  charge  the  present  Government  with  a 
want  of  good  faith  in  repealing  those  bills  which 
it  is  evident  were  improperly  passed,  and  are 
now  as  they  were  then,  useless. 

The  position  which  I took  last  session  in  re- 
ference to  this  Intercolonial  Railway  proposition 
will  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  most  gentle- 
men here.  The  resolution  which  I moved  was 
supported  by  the  whole  party  with  one  excep- 
tion, and  is  to  the  following  effect : 

Whereas  the  Canadian  Government  have  re- 
fused to  accept  the  terms  offered  by  the  British 
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Government,  for  the  construction  of  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway,  and  no  action  on  the  part  of 
this  House  can  effect  anything,  except  to  bind 
this  Province  to  a very  serious  proposition,  with- 
out any  practical  result  being  obtained  : — 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  on  the  eve  of  a Gener- 
al Election  it  would  be  as  unwise  as  it  would  be 
inoperative  to  pass  the  resolution  now  pro- 
posed. 

Such  is  the  position  that  the  party  now 
in  power  assumed — one  that  the  honorable 
gentleman,  in  the  face  of  this  document  which 
I have  referred  to,  must  acknowledge  was 
sound  and  statesmanlike.  This  was  the  position 
that  the  hon.  g’entieman  should  have  taken,  but 
in  the  eve  of  a general  election  they  forced  upon 
the  Statute  Book  a measure  which  was  abor- 
tive, because  Canada,  an  essential  party  to  the 
agreement,  bad  withdrawn  from  it — a measure 
which,  even  if  concurred  in,  was  to  bind  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  to  an  annual  payment  of  more 
than  £50,000  a year. 

We  protested  against  the  passage  of  their 
bills,  and  did  all  that  a party  who  were  acting 
in  the  interests  of  the  country  could  do.  I hold 
in  my  hand  another  document  to  which  I am 
happy  to  say  the  leader  of  the  opposition  pays 
but  little  respect— the  org  n of  the  late  Govern- 
ment. I am  happy  to  know  thut  the  obstruct- 
ive and  factious  policy  which  has  been  enuncia- 
ted before  the  people  of  this  country  by  the 
“ Morning  Chronicle  ” is  repudiated  by  the 
hon.  leader  of  the  opposition  whose  action  in  this 
House  is  far  more  patriotic.  On  every  question 
of  importance  during  the  present  session,  down 
to  the  present  hour,  the  action  of  that  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  been  honorable  and  creditable  to 
him,  while  the  language  of  his  organ  is  factious 
in  the  last  degree.  During  the  past  summer 
this  paper  has  emphatically  declared  that  the 
Intercolonial  Railway  project  was  at  an  end, 
and  when  Canada  was  preparing  for  a survey, 
repudiated  it,  and  urged  the  extension  of  the  line 
to  Pictou.  Now,  when  that  is  proposed,  they 
wish  to  revive  the  Intercolonial,  and  obstruct 
the  Pictou  line.  The  Chronicle  decl  red  that 
“ this  project  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  by 
common  consent,  must  now  be  considered  as 
substantially  abandoned.”  Now  I ask,  can  the 
Government  be  charged  with  bad  faith  when 
this  same  paper  actually  urged  upon  the  people 
of  this  country  that  this  very  bill  which  is  now 
upon  the  table  should  be  brought  forward,  and 
that  the  Intercolonial  Railway  should  be  laid 
aside  as  one  which  has  been,  by  common  con- 
sent, abandoned. 

I will  not  go  into  the  merits  of  the  propos’tion 
of  last  session,  and  the  views  of  myself  and  gen- 
tlemen who  acted  with  me  then,  and  are  acting 
with  me  now,  hut  shall  proceed  to  refer  to  some 
few  points  in  the  speeches  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  already  spoken.  I could  not  but  remark 
the  difference  of  tone  of  the  leader  of  the  oppo- 
sition on  the  present  occasion,  compared  with 
that  he  assumed  in  1859,  in  giving  his  support 
to  the  Pictou  railroad.  What  was  the  position 
of  the  country  then  ? In  that  year  there  was  a 
large  deficit.  Instead  of  the  whole  revenue 
being  equal  to  the  expenditure,  there  was  a de- 
ficiency of  something  like  £20,000,  and  that  was 
an  annual  deficit,  and  yet  in  the  face  of  that 


condition  of. things  that  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Archibald),  in  language  which  is  under  my 
hand,  urged  upon  the  Province  to’undertake  at 
once  the  extension  to  Picton.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Yarmouth  declares  that  our 
course  is  inconsistent.  I challenge  him  to  put 
his  finger  on  any  statement  that  shows  the 
slightest  inconsistency.  Ifh^  will  make  good 
that  statement  I will  vote  with  him  If  he  will 
prove  that  we  are  acting  in  opposition  to  the 
principles  that  we  have  ever  enunciated,  I will 
retire  from  the  government ; but  he  cannot  do 
it.  The  Government  in  1859  discharged  what 
they  considered  to  be  their  duty  and  enunciated 
views  which  are  identical  with  those  which  they 
express  now.  When  the  leader  of  the  opposition 
endeavoured  to  force  the  government  into  the 
immediate  costrnction  cf  the  line  to  Pictou  and 
in  glowing  language  pointed  out  that  it  couid  be 
done  without  the  slightest  peril  to  the  country, 
we  differed  in  opinion  from  him  and  said  that 
having  a regard  to  the  obligations  that  we  owed 
to  the  whole  people,  it  was  our  duty  to  refuse  to 
incur  such  an  expenditure  in  the  position 
in  which  our  finances  then  stood.  We 
were  just  going  to  the  country,  and  every- 
body knew  and  felt  that  from  the  county  of  Pic- 
tou would  probably  come  the  verdict  that  was 
to  decide  the  fate  of  the  Government.  Yet 
standing  in  that  trying  position  we  did  not 
shrink  for  a moment  from  our  duty.  We  re- 
jected the  proposal  to  press  the  Railway  to  Pic- 
tou as  being  unwise  in  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country  at  that  time.  But  in  what  terms 
did  we  do  it 2 Did  we  take  the  grounds  that  if 
would  be  unfair  to  the  people  of  this  province 
that  the  railway  should  ever  be  extened  1 No, 
we  did  not  deny  the  benefits  of  such  a railway  ; 
we  took  our  position  as  public  men.  and  whilst 
we  stated  we  were  not  prepared  in  the  existing 
condition  of  the  country  to  press  that  measure 
upon  it,  but  were  bound  to  resist  it  and  take  the 
consequences  of  such  resistance,  at  the  same 
time  we  pledged  ourselves  that  whenever  the  re- 
sources of  the  Provinca  permitted  it,  as  soon  as 
it  could  be  done  without  embarrssment  to  the 
public  finances,  the  railway  would  be  con- 
structed to  Pictou.  I hold  in  my  hand 
the  official  report  of  the  speech  which 
I had  the  honour  to  deliver  against 
the  immediate  extension  of  the  railway, — and 
the  hon.  member  (Mr.  KillamJ  must  not  tell  me 
we  went  to  the  country  as  opposed  to  its  fu- 
ture construction.  The  views  we  now  hold  and 
those  we  expressed  in  ’59  are  the  same.  I look 
at  the  return  of  the  hon.  member  for  Yarmouth 
as  affording  evidence  that  the  people  of  that 
constituency  thought  that  the  railway  should  be 
carri  > d to  Pictou — as  an  evidence  that  that  in- 
telligent and  wealthy  constituency  endorsed  the 
measure  that  is  now  on  the  table.  They  went 
to  the  Polls,  knowing  that  their  representative 
had  approved  of  the  policy  of  con  tructing  a 
railroad  to  Pictou,  for  he  had  declared  last  ses- 
sion that  was  a work  that  could  he  properly  en- 
gaged in,  and  that  he  would  endeavour  to  re- 
concile his  constituents  to  its  construction. 
With  that  declaration,  made  on  the  floor  of  this 
Assembly  before  the  people,  we  have  a right  to 
assume  that  he  went  to  his  constituency  and  that 
they  approved  of  his  policy  upo  i that  important 
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question,  but  they  did  not  require  any  evidence 
front  the  hon.  member  for  Yarmouth  as  to  the 
views  of  the  Conservative  party  on  this  ques 
tion,  for  they  have  always  been  put  clearly  be- 
fore the  country. 

The  question  of  the  mode  in  which  railways 
should  be  constructed  was  settled  before  I came 
into  the  Legislature  ; but  if  I had  been  in  it, 
my  views  would  have  been  in  accordance  with 
those  enunciated  by  the  hon.  member  for  Yar- 
mouth and  by  the  present  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment,— that  the  railways  should  be  cons  ructed 
by  private  enterprise  rather  than  by  the  Govern- 
ment. I held  this  principle  at  the  time  railways 
were  first  agitated,  but,  as  I said  before, 
the  question  of  the  mode  m which  railways 
should  be  constructed  was  se'tled  before  I came 
into  the  Legislature,  and  the  policy  was  fixed. 
But  in  the  very  first  speech  that  I delivered  in 
the  House,  I stated  that  it  was  i ecessary  to  ex- 
tend these  works  And  again  : “ That  we  are 
to  have  it  (the  Railway)  is  no  longer  a question ; 
the  policy  of  having  railways— and  railways 
built  by  Government — is  now  settled,”  etc  — 
Therefore,  as  I said  before  that  policy  was 
settled,  and  the  gentlemen  who  opposed  it  are 
not  bound  to  continue  that  opposition  after  it 
has  become  a fixed  fact  What  did  the 
hon.  member  for  Yarmouth  do  when  we  came 
into  power  in  1857  ? The  railway  at  that  time 
was  only  under  contract  as  far  as  Shubenacadie, 
and  what  did  he  do  when  it  was  proposed  to  ex- 
tend it  to  Truro  ? Did  the  hon  member  get  up 
and  say  he  would  withdraw  his  support  if  any 
further  extension  was  made  ? No,  he  gave  his 
support,  for  he  saw  that  it  could  not  stop  at  Shu- 
benacadie, but  should  proceed  on  to  Truro, 
where  there  was  greater  probability  of  its  being 
profitable.  I will  now  refer  to  the  statement  by 
which  I bound  myself  as  a public  man  when  re- 
sisting the  extension  to  Pictou  in  1859  ; it  was 
published  before  the  country,  and  is  expressed 
in  clear,  unequivocal  terms  ; I said,  “ We  are 
alike  bound  by  good  fai  h with  the  Eastern  por- 
tions of  this  Province,  and  by  regard  to  what  I 
believe  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  country, 
to  carry  this  road  to  Pictou  the  moment  we  can  ob- 
tain the  measure  without  embarrassing  too  deeply  our 
resources.'*  Here  I gave  a pledge  to  the 
country  to  carry  out  the  extension  the 
moment  the  finances  of  the  country  warranted  it. 
I added  on  this  occasion  the  hope  that  “ at  the 
ensuing  session  we  may  meet  the  Legislature 
with  such  results  as  will  permit  our  extending 
the  lines  without  incurring  any  imj  lstifia- 
ble  risk,  by  which  our  credit  might  be  seriously 
imperilled  and  irretrievable  damage  inflicted 
upon  every  portion  of  the  country.  It  would  be 
most  agreeable  to  our  feelings  to  proceed  without 
delay  to  Pictou,  but  a stern  sense  of  public  duty 
compels  us  to  pause  for  one  year.”  Now  I 
would  ask  the  hon  member  (Mr.  Kil'amJ  is  it 
possible  for  any  public  man  to  put  his  views 
before  the  country  more  unequivocally  ? would 
it  be  possible  for  any  man  to  bind  himself  to  a 
more  emphatic  pledge  than  that  by  which  I 
bound  myself  at  that  time?  These  statements 
were  made  in  the  face  of  this  Legislature,  and 
were  published  to  the  country.  But  the  hon. 
member  speaks  of  the  injustice  of  taking  the 
money  of  the  whole  people  to  construct  a work 
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that  is  local.  I enter  fully  into  the  feelings  of 
the  hon.  gen  leman  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  to 
meet  that  difficulty  that  the  Government  have 
felt  bound  to  pursue  the  course  they  have.  When 
there  was  au  annual  deficit  of  £20,000, 
we  refused  to  go  on  with  the  line  because  it 
would  imperil  the  public  credit ; but  what  is  our 
position  now?  The  hon.  member  knows  that 
instead  of  a deficit,  the  Government  have  a re- 
venue at  their  command  which  enables  them  to 
make  such  provision  as  has  never  before  been 
made  for  the  great  public  services  in  the  history 
of  the  province.  With  such  a large  surplus  in 
the  public  treasury,  without  anything  to  excuse 
ourselves,  could  we  have  withdrawn  ourselves 
from  the  pledges  that  we  had  made  to  the  people 
and  left  ourselves  open  to  the  imputation  that 
they  had  been  only  made  to  deceive  the  public 
mind?  I have  always  felt,  as  I iust  said,  the 
injustice  of  such  w rks  being  so  entirely  local. 
Something  like  five  millions  of  dollars  has  been 
spent  in  counties  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  Halifax.  Everybody  who  Has  travelled 
to  Windsor  knows  that  he  passes  through  the 
most  unproductive  and  sterile  portion  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  over  a line  that  cannot  possibly  give 
any  large  amount  of  local  trade ; and  tpsome  ex' 
tent,  the  s me  applies  to  the  line  to  Truro. 
But  I feel  that  it  is  an  injustice  to  pay  annually 
£60,000  of  interest  on  a work  that  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  advance  our  trade  to  any  material  de- 
gree. I have  felt  that  any  Government  would* 
be  false  to  their  duty  to  the  whole  Province,  if 
they  kept  the  road  so  entirely  local,  and  preven- 
ted the  Ea9t  and  West  deriving  the  advantages 
due  to  them.  The  hon.  gentleman  in  his  re- 
marks appealed  strongly  to  the  West;  but  I 
regret  that  he  should  use  his  influence — which  I 
know  is  very  great— to  create  a sectional  anta- 
gonism. Let  him  look  at  Canada,  teeming  with 
boundless  resources,  and  he  will  see  it  paralyzed 
at  the  present  moment,  its  best  energies  almost 
strangled  in  the  struggle  between  East  and 
West.  It  is  this  strife  between  the  two  sections 
that  has  rendered  government  in  that  country1 
almost  impossible,  and  is  at  this  moment  ren- 
dering its  Legislature  anything  but  a gratifying 
spectacle  to  British  North  Americans.  I regret 
sir,  to  find  the  hon.  gentleman  endeavoring  to 
create  i > this  Legislature  and  in  this  country 
that  same  undying  and  inveterate  hostility  that 
rends  that  great  colony  of  Canada  in  twain  ! I 
trust  that  with  all  his  ability,  and  all  the  influ- 
ence  that  he  has  acquired  that  he  will  be  power- 
less to  engender  such  a strife  in  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Look  at  he  geographical  posi- 
tion of  this  - Province,  and  what  do  you  see  « 
You  see  two  sections  of  the  country  remote  from 
each  other — you  see  evidence  to  show  that  the 
prosperity  of  our  common  country  can  be  obtain- 
ed only  one  way,  by  a generous  union  . of  the 
people,  east  and  west,  for  the  common  good. 
Therefore  the  Government,  in  propounding  this 
policy  of  extension  of  railways,  afford  a pledge 
that  they  will  not  stop  at  Pictou.  The  same 
policy  that  b nds  us  to  carry  the  line  into  the 
Eastern  portion  of  the  Province,  also  pledges  us 
to  extend  it  into  the  fertile  vales  of  the  West, 
and  thus  furnish  facilities  for  the  extension 
of  trade  from,  one  end  of  the  Province  to 
the  other.  That  is  the  policy  of  the  preseat 
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Government,  and  it  is  one  which  I belieye  will 
commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of  the  House 
and  of  this  country.  I believe  that  this  House 
will  not  consent,  having  already  spent  a million 
of  money  that  is  comparatively  useless,  to  leave 
matters  as  they  are,  but  will  unite  in  a generous 
epirit  to  push  forward  the  railway  to  the  waters 
of  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence  and  tap  its  abound- 
ing resources ; and  that  when  it  has  discharged 
that  duty,  it  will  feel  itself  equally  bound  to  go 
into  the  fertile  counties  west  whose  population 
and  resources  must  give  increased  employment 
and  make  it  eventually  valuable  to  the  whole 
people  of  this  Province. 

But  what  does  the  railway  do  already  1 One- 
third  of  the  entire  population  ot  the  country  has 
been  carried  over  it  during  the  past  year.  Look 
at  its  growing  traffic,  and  you  find  that  compa- 
red with  1859  ihe  first  yesx  it  was  open- 
ed, there  is  an  increase  of  more  than  $10,000 
in  the  receipts.  You  find  month  by  mo  th, 
as  the  year  1864  passes  by,  that  the  traf- 
fic is  steadily  increasing  over  that  of  1863,  and 
we  have  eyery  reason  to  believe  with  these  fi- 
gures before  us  that  all  that  is  necessary  to  make 
this  work  more  productive  is  to  carry  out  the 
policy  that  the  Government  have  already  pro- 
pounded, to  extend  the  road  East  and  West.  I 
do  not,  sir,  forget  the  great  importance  of  an  In- 
tercolonial railway.  From  the  hour  I first  had 
a seat  in  this  House,  I have  always  done  my 
best  to  advance  that  great  work— -the  first  speech 
I made  was  in  its  advocacy.  Almost  the  first 
despatch  I wrote  was  with  a view  to  promote 
that  object.  I believe  it  is  of  vital  importance, 
and  that  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  that 
would  not  put  forth  every  effort  to  secure  the 
Construction  of  a line  of  railway  to  connect  U3 
with  Canada  and  the  United  States  would  be 
false  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people.  But  it 
has  been  admitted  on  all  sides  that  we  are  at 
present  unable  to  proceed  with  that  work. 
Whenever  the  time  comes  that  it  can  be  carri  d 
forward,  whenever  terms  are  offered  favorable 
to  the  country,  I am  sure  North,  East  and  West 
will  join  ungrudgingly  in  giving  the  assistance 
that  is  necessary. 

Now  the  hon.  member  made  some  remarks  in 
reference  to  Halifax,  and  perhaps  it  is  unneces 
eary  to  make  any  reply,  since  that  city  has  re- 
presentatives who  are  fully  able  to  attend  to  its 
interests.  A suit  is  now  pending,  as  every  one 
is  aware,  in  respect  to  the  railway  debt  to  this 
Province.  I believe  if  you  pass  this  bill  you 
will  put  an  end  to  that  suit ; for  what  is  the 
chief  plea  they  have  put  in  in  bar  of  the  pay- 
ment? That  we  have  stopped  at  Truro  and 
Windsor, — that  we  have  not  carried  out  the  po- 
licy as  first  agreed  upon.  I trust  that  when 
they  find  that  the  Government  are  about  to 
open  up  the  whole  treasures  ot  the  East — to  open 
up  the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  whose  resources 
have  been  so  eloquently  described — they  will 
come  forward  and  in  that  spirit  that  would  be 
creditable  to  them,  say  that  the  suit  is  at  an 
end,  and  Halifax  is  prepared  to  carry  out  the 
obi  gation  which  was  incurred  when  the  railway 
bills  were  first  passed. 

The  hon.  member  (Mr.  Killam,}  argues  that 
eome  disaster  may  happen  to  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  Province,  if  the  war  ends.  Bat 


he  goes  further,  and  says,  if  war  comes,  in  what 
condition  shall  we  be  ? So,  according  to  him, 
it  matters  not  whether  there  be  peace  or  war — 
it  is  all  the  same  to  him,  he  is  determined  there 
shall  be  no  rail  ways.  I believe  that  we  owe  our 
improved  financial  condition  at  the  present  mo- 
ment largely  to  the  effects  of  this  unhappy  war 
between  North  and  South. 

[The  hon.  gentleman  was  here  interrupted  by 
a Message  from  the  Legislative  Council  stating 
that  they  had  agreed  to  several  chapters  of  the 
R.  S.  He  then  continued :] 

Mr.  Speaker, — I was  observing  that  the  fin- 
ancial condition  of  this  country  had  been  very 
materially  improved  by  the  consequences  of  the 
struggle  going  oa  in  the  adjoining  republic.  Eve 
ry  person  kno  ws  that  we  owe  this  to  a large  extent 
to  the  fact  of  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in 
the  tariff  of  the  States  ; but  it  is  a change  which 
evidently  must  be  permanent.  The  existing 
tariff  must  continue,  long  after  the  war 
ceases,  in  consequence  of  the  debt  it  has  created. 
On  the  other  hand,  let  peace  come  upon  any 
terms  whatever,,  and  an  additional  impulse  must 
be  given  to  the  trade  of  this  Province.  It  must 
open  up  the  whole  of  these  Southern  ports,  and 
nobody  who  looks  t the  splendid  marine  of 
Nova  Scotia — a marine  not  equalled  by  any 
county  of  corresponding  population  on  the  face 
of  the  globe — which  gives  a ton  to  every  man 
woman  and  child  in  the  Province— hut  must  feel 
how  the  prosperity  of  Nova  Scotia  will  be  *n- 
haocea  Therefore  I take  a very  different  view 
of  the  future  from  the  hou.  member  for  Yar- 
mouth ; I believe  that  the  position  of  this  coun  - 
try  is  such  as  to  give  us  confidence  that  we  can- 
without  the  slightest  detriment  to  our  resources, 
go  on  with  this  extension  ot  our  railways 

But  I was  not  a little  surprised  to  find  the  hon, 
member  for  Colchester — the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition—who  was  disposed  to  see  everything  on 
this  question  so  couleur  de  rose  in  1859,  inclined 
to  qualify  his  views  so  materially.  He  says  it  is 
a serious  responsibility  to  burthen  this  l rovince 
with  £24,000  a year  interest.  When  the  island 
of  Cape  Breton  was  not  expanding  as  it  is  now — 
whan  its  immense  resources  were  comparatively 
undeveloped,  when  we  had  not  half  as  much 
reason  as  we  have  now  for  confidence  in  our 
railways,  he  used  very  glowing  arguments  in 
favor  of  extension.  He  now  fears  that  the  coal 
trade  canot  afford  any  revenue  to  this  road,  but 
I have  run  my  eye  over  his  speech,  delivered 
on  a fomaer  occasion,  and  I cannot  find  a single 
word  about  coal  in  it,  and  yet  that  speech  was 
intended  to  show  the  increased  traffic  we  would 
derive  from  the  immediate  construction  of  the 
railway,  and  the  annual  burthen  was  estimated 
at  about  £9000  I think,  taking  the  most  unfa- 
vorable view  of  the  case, — looking  at  the  results 
that  must  flow  from  the  resources  of  the  East 
wh  ch  are  so  rapidly  expanding — we  may  safe- 
ly calculate  on  something  like  one  half  the 
amount  of  interest  or  £12,000  a-year  being  re- 
turned. The  extension,  every  body  knows, 
will  n t increase  the  working  expenses  in  the 
same  ratio  as  n the  present  line.  The  same 
locomotive  now  required  for  the  Truro  line, 
the  same  persons  in  charge  will  go  on  to  Pictou. 
The  additional  traffic  ihat  will  be  thus  brought 
over  the  existing  road  from  Halifax  to  Truro 
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must  necessarily  give  no  inconsiderable  increase 
of  revenue. 

The  hon.  gentleman  then  concluded  by  refer- 
ring to  the  great  facilities  to  trade  that  would  be 
afforded  to  the  population  lying  far  beyond  the 
terminus  of  the  railway,  and  the  indirect  return 
to  the  country  from  the  same,  in  time  and  cost 
of  transport  to  all  who  visited  the  markets  o i 
the  metropolis,  and  expressed  the  conviction 
that  the  interests  of  the  whole  people  would  be 
promoted  by  extending  the  lines  East  and  West, 
until  the  great  bod?  of  the  population  of  the 
Province  had  the  means  of  easy  and  rapid  inter* 
course  with  each  other. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  STEWART  CAMPBELL. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  : — We  all  appear  to  be  in 
rather  an  < extraordinary  p-  si-ion  t -night.  Some 
of  u*  a e sprakiog  from  tins  side  eni  lo  k -tg  to 
the  o;h  r,  and  I (e  A myself  in  this  p>>  t o»  on 
ibe  present  occasion.  The  hon  gentleman  wdo 
has  just  resumed  his  peat  has  re  e red  to  tie  pe- 
riod when  we  fco'.b  came  into  this  House,  and 
oue  of  the  fiivt  ;.*cts  we  were  called  upoD  as 
pab  i j men  to  perform  was  t,o  signify  edh  slon 
or  opposition  to  th«ra  lway  scheme  then  b fore 
the  country.  As  a young  politician.  I considered 
i . my  duly  to  be  guided  ly  the  oiiaions  ini 
judgment  ol  ih  se  on  whom  I thought  I could 
rely,  aud  I accordingly  gave  my  support  to  the 
■railway  m.  a ures  then  before ’he  country,  and 
from  mat  time  to  this  I have.  I think  cons  s ent- 
ly.  during  the  vari  us.  phases  of  raiiway  enter* 
prize  giv<  n my  support  to  that  prog;<  save  move- 
mint. 

I am  now  to  ask  myee’f  the  question,  whether 
in  reference  to  the  present  measure  I sfotld 
aoaudou  past  opinions  b cause  this  rrea  tire 
comes  fiem ’be  other  side.  {He  r,  hear,  from 
the  Pro.  S c.)  I cannot,  sir,  take  that  conr.-c — 
it  v o rid  be  i .consistent,  with  the  p jsith  n I bold 
a?  a public  man,  and  inconsistent  with  the  obli- 
gations which  ought  !0  influence  any  one  worthy 
of  a s at  iu  th.s  A s mbly.  With  regard  to  the 
In  e co  o iiat  rmni  u e I must  say  I have  very 
great  doubts  wh  d her  t hat  scheme  will  eveitua  e 
in  anything  at  any  tom?.  Toe  negouaii  ns 
which  b;ne  tak-n  place  with  h adjoiri  >g  colo- 
nies have  not  been  s ich  a to  impress  toy  raind 
with  any  conviction  that  reliance  can  be  paaed 
upon  roue  pavtie"  o that  scheme.  I have  seen 
this  tma  ure  made  use  of  in  the  Province  of 
Cuuada,  not  in  ref  r n :e  to  it,»  merits,  but  in  re- 
fer.! n :o  to  the  posi  i >n  of  pa  ti  os>,  and  the  stand- 
ing of  public  men  in  polony.  I bv.ve  seen 
♦ n«t  measure  bandied  wbmt  from  one  party  to 
hi  orh  r,  aDd  the  time  has  come  when  a strovg 
impression  has  been  madeupor  my  mind  that  we 
need  net  look*  r aiy  hyua-fide  support  from  the 
public  men  of  that  ouotry  in  reference  *o  that 
ech  ma  And  further  in  addition  to  the  opi- 
niou  which  I have  been  led  to  ftrm  with  regard 
to  that  Province  and  its  public  men  and  the  gen- 
Till  apathy  of  its  people  upou  the  subject",  I 
thiukthat  the  declaration  mode  by  the  Govti- 
meDtof  the  country,  that  that  scheme  i*  to  all 
intents  snd  purposes  abandoned,  is  one  which  I 
am  bound  to  act  upon.  Therefore  the  question 
com  g before  me  upon  this  simple  measure,  Am 
I to  support  or  reject  it  ? Because  it  comes  from 


that  side  of  the  House  I shall  net  reject  it ; upon 
its  o^n  intrinsic  merits  I shall  support  it.  I look 
upon  it  as  a progressive  measure,  as  one  calcula- 
ted i-ot  only  to  advance  the  interests  of  theErs- 
tern  sec: ions  of  the  Pr  ovince,  but  aa  also  like- 
ly to  give  an  iinpul-e  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
en  i e country.  (H-  ar.  hear.)  I regard  it  not 
as  an  E '.stern  man,  not  because  it  may  come 
home  to  the  interests  ol  my  constitu°n's,  but 
because  I look  upo u it  rs  a broad  measure,  that, 
in  a P ovioci  1 aspect,  is  to  produce  general  and 
beneficial  result?. 

Weba^e  heard  something  of  consistency  in  the 
course  of  the  debate.  Well,  there  has  been  some- 
thing  to  il  e contrary,  I must  say. — but  I do  not 
wish  to  use  the  language  of  recrimination.  I 
have  been  consist*  ni  During  the  various  con- 
te8' s through  whi<h  I have  passed  in  order  to 
maintain  nay  seat  in  this  House,  during 
the  several  elections  that  have  occurred  within 
the  past  fourteen  years,  the  railway  enterprise 
and  my  connection  with  it,  has  always  been  cast 
in  ojy  teeth.  I have  received  in  reference  to  ray 
views  oo  the  gemral  question  very  violent  oppo- 
sition, and  that  from  tco^e  very  gentlemen  who 
are  very  closely  allied  politically  with  the  hon. 
Attorney  General  and  bis  friends.  Even  at  tlib 
!a^  election,  when  1 declared  upon  the  hustings 
my  determination  to  support  any  feasible  and 
r asor  ab’e  measure  of  railway  progress,  I re- 
ceived opposhi  m from  the  same  quarter  upon 
that  ground,  but  I met  and  successfully  dealt 
with  that  opposition,  and  as  I then  stated  my  de- 
t rmination  to  give  my  support  to  any  railway 
measure,  come  from  wb^t  quarter  it  might,  so  to- 
night I am  jr  pared  to  act  out  fully  the  views 
and  determu  adon  then  expressed.  Injustice  to 
myself,  and  with  regard  to  the  past  action  of  hon. 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  present  Govern- 
ed t,  I may  say  that  vvhen  railway  measures 
were  the  theme  of  discussion  iu  this  House,  iu 
times  past  they  were  opposed,  because  it  was 
believed  they  would  abridge  the  road  and  school 
what  are  the  facts?  I supported  railway  mea- 
iroueys  and  produce  other  disastrous  effects,  but 
Mires  tt  that  time,  notwithstanding  these  state- 
ments, and  now,  notwithstanding  the  large  ex- 
penditure tb&t  has  b?en  incurred  for  railway  pro- 
gress.  and  the  large  amount  of  interest  we  have 
beT  called  upon  to  pay  annaallv,  the  grants  for 
the  oidinary  seiv:ces  of  the  couctry  have  not 
or  ly  not  b^eu  diminished,  but  at  the  present  mo- 
ment ‘<:r  i < f larger  amount  than  at  any  previous 
period  in  the  history  of  this  country.  We  have 
seen  by  the  Educational  measure  introduced  by 
the  bon.  Provincial  Secretary,  that  something 
i ke  $20,000  is  the  amount  exceeding  that  of  the 
p ist  ye  r. 

Dr.  Tupper.— $24  000  rather. 

Mr.  Campbell. — 1 have  not  taken  the  payment 
to  I tup  ctoiv  into  account.  This  of  course  is  to 
be  added.  We  are  told  too  that  the  road  money 
is  to  be  of  a larger  am  aunt  than  heretofore 
granted.  This  I conceive  is  a sufficient  justifica- 
tion to  my-rlt  for  the  course  which  I have  taken 
in  regard  to  railway  measure?  in  the  past.  It  is 
some  rebuke,  however,  to  those  who  threw  these 
d ffioulties  in  my  path  at  the  time  I upheld  these 
measures,  that  the  prejudicial  results  which  were 
foretold  as  certain  to  accrue  from  railway  expen- 
di  ure  have  net  been  realized.  It  ma  t also  be 
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borne  in  mird  that  we  have  paid  the  interest 
with  -punctuality  imder  (ircum-tances  of  seme 
embarrassment  connected  wiih  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country,  and  therefore  I tfciok 
an  argument  may  b?  deduced  frera  that  circum- 
stance in  favour  of  extendi  jg  the  line  to  Pictou. 

In  view  cf  the  commercial  advantage?  that  may 
be  expected  to  be  derived,  end  of  the  general  be- 
nefits that  will  be  conferred  upon  the  Province  at 
large,  and  the  growing  prosperity  ard  abundant 
resources  of  the  Province  I be! 'eve  the  exten- 
sion to  Pictou  is  a matter  that  m ay  be  undertak- 
en with  safety.  I took  some  cbjection,  sir, 
when  the  Education  bill  was  before  the  Horse, 
to  the  Executive  forming  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  ; I am  happy  now  to  give  them  my 
support  as  a Board  cf  Constructicn.  I think  they 
are  more  in  their  true  position  when  they  claim 
this,  than  with  referee co  to  the  measure  to  which 
Ihave  already  alluch  d.  In  conclusion,  I may  add 
that  the  views  which  I hold  with  regard  to  this 
measure  constrain  mens  a public  man  to  separate 
from  some  of  the  friends  whli  whom  I ueu  lly  act 
and  vote,  in  support  of  the  present  government 
measure.  I take  this  course  perhaps  under  some 
circumstances  which  might,  in  some  minds,  justi- 
fy me  in  giving  them  my  opposition.  The  Go- 
ve*Qment,  it  is  well  known,  cave  no  peculiar 
claims  on  me.  The  Province  has  those  of  public 
duty.  That  duty  I shall,  on  this  question,  as  I 
trust  up  >n  all  others,  endeavor  to  discharge  ir- 
respective of  private  interests,  prejudices  aud 
partial  affections. 

SPEECH  OF  MS  LOCKS. 

Mr  Locke  did  cot  rise  with  the  intention  of 
making  a speech,  but  it  would  be  necessary  for 
him  to  say  a word  or  two,  after  tbs  reference 
which  bad  been  made  to  him  by  the  Hod.  Atty. 
General,  who,  in  opening  the  debate,  read  a reso- 
lution, which  be  (Mr.  L.)  bad  voted  for  at  the 
time,  and  attempted  to  fasten  upon  him  a vote  in 
favor  of  the  Pictou  Railroad.  If  on  this  occasion 
he  should  take  the  course  of  voting  again;  t that 
measure,  be  hoped  that  the  Hon.  AVj.  General 
would  not  think  him  more  incoasisistent  than  he 
himself  was,  frr  on  ihe  occasion  referred  to,  the 
Atty.  General’s  vote  would  be  Lund  recorded 
against  the  extension  of  she  line  to  Pictou. — 
But  be  contended  there  had  never  before 
been  bills  submitted  to  the  House  for  the 
eonstruction  of  the  road  to  Pictou.  The 
aearest  thing  approaching  it  was  the  bill  intro- 
duced last  winter  on  the  subject  of  the  Intercolo- 
nial Railroad,  which  provides  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road  to  WbalPs  Mills.  He  voted  for 
that  measure  as  part  of  the  Intercolonial  scheme, 
and  if  it  b3d  been  stated  that  the  road  was  to  be 
carried  on  to  Pictou,  it  might  have  had  his  eppo- 
iition,  although  he  would  not  say  positively  that 
it  would.  The  Intercolonial  line  beiDg  to  him  a 
queestion  of  so  much  greater  importance  to  this 
country,  the  Pictou  road  could  cn’y  be  thought 
of  if  that  great  line  were  abandoned. 

Ee  would  like  to  ask  a question  of  the  Govern- 
ment before  saying  anything  more.  He  per- 
ceived by  the  first  clause  of  the  Biil  which  re- 
ferred to  the  location  of  the  line,  that  it  was 
proposed  as  far  as  practicable  to  keep  to  a hue 
^common  as  well  as  to  the  Pictou  Branch,  as  to 
. the  proposed  Intercolonial  route.  He  presumed 


from  that  that  the  Government  bad  no  intention 
of  abandoning  the  Intercolonial  line,  and  yet  the 
bon.  Provincial  Secretary,  in  reply  to  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  stated  that  it  washis intention 
to  strike  the  law  from  tse  Statute  Book.  He 
would  like  to  be  informed  whether  it  was  con- 
templated t)  repeal  the  laws  relating  to  the  In- 
tercolonial road. 

Fen.  Prov  Sec  —Yes. 

Mr.  Lccke  did  not  think  it  vi  e to  do  so — nr 
to  enter  at  the  present  time  upon  the  cor  s'ruction 
of  the  Pictou  railroad,  which  was  certainly  not 
going  to  benefit  the  whole  Province,  and  which 
undoubtedly  would  coH  a vry  large  entc  of  rao« 
ney.  By  Mr,  Laurie’s  report  it  would  on  the 
route  to  Abercrombie  Point  cost  £500,000  and  on 
the  East  Town  route  £578  609,  and  this  was  a 
very  low  caVPation.  Any  one  who  bad  any  ex- 
perience in  such  matter?  knew  that,  the  estimated 
cr  s'  fell  far  short  of  the  actual  expenditure, and  he 
would  not  be  far  wrong  in  patting  down  the  cost 
at  from  £650,000  to  £700,000. 

If  this  wr  rk  wa?  undort^ken. we  might  bid  good- 
bye to  the  fntercoloni  1 Railway,  for  many  years 
to  come — for  it  would  be  folly  to  suppose  that 
the  British  Gove  nment  would  assist  cr  lend  as 
British  capitalists  >he  money  for  that  work, 
whf  n we  had  an  additional  burden  of  half  a mil- 
lion or  more  upon  our  resources.  They  would  be 
very  apt  to  say  to  us.  as  a Halifax  merchant 
would  to  an  over-speculative  customer — f-  you 
have  been  trading  beyond  your  means— we  can- 
not help  you  any  more.”  Therefore  it  was  that 
he  considered  that  the  Government  were  sacrifi- 
cing the  best,  interests  of  ?he  whole  country  for 
the  purpose  of  gratifying  the  prejudices  of  the 
Eastern  part  of  the  Province.  When  the  mem- 
ber for  Colchester,  Mr-  Archibald,  addressed  the 
House  on  this  question,  the  Hod.  Prov  Secretary 
complimented  bim  upon  the  honest  and  patriotic 
manner  in  which  he  supported  this  measure,  and 
at  the  same  time  took  it  for  gram'ed  that  he  was 
speaking  tbe  views  of  the  whole  party.  Such 
was  not  the  case,  for  upon  this  question  the  mem- 
bers w'ro composed  the  opposition  held  separate 
and  different  opinions  ; and  while  he  admired  the 
manner  in  which  the  Pro.  Secy,  reciprocal ed  tbe 
support  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  he  could 
not  eay  much  for  the  taste  he  exhibited  in  kissing 
him  on  one  cheek  and  then  smiting  him  on  tbe 
ci.faer—  for  in  the  way  in  which  he  referred  to  that 
gentleman's  former  action  upon  the  Intercolonial 
Railroad,  be  had  entirely  destroyed  tbe  effect  of 
his  compliment. 

Tte  bon.  gentleman  concluded  by  saying  that 
he  bad  come  into  tbe  House  in  1851  as  an  advo- 
cate of  the  European  and  North  American  rail- 
ways. When  the  Intercolonial  scheme  wa3  first 
advocated  it  had  met  with  his  approbation,  as  a 
measure  calculated  largely  to  increstsetithe  pro  - 
perty and  importance  cf  this  Province.  Still 
en‘ertuining  those  views  he  felt  that  the  Govern- 
ment, in  bailding  this  road  to  Pictou,  were  em- 
barra'Sing  our  resources,  so  as  to  prevent  the  ac- 
complishment of  that  great  work,  and  he  could 
not  help  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  Govern- 
ment., in  taking  this  course,  were  yieldingto  the 
pressure  from  the  Pictou  members,  which  their 
strength  should  have  enabled  Hum  to  resist.  He 
would  offer  tbe  fol'owing  resolution  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  : — 
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“ Whereas  this  Province  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  construction  of  an  Intercolonial  Railway  con- 
necting our  country  with  the  railway  system  cf  Ca- 
nada and  the  United  States,  and  making  Nova  Sco- 
tia a channel  for  a large  part  of  the  traffic  and  transit 
between  the  old  world  and  the  new;  and  whsreas 
the  expense  of  constructings  railway  to  Pietou 
would  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Province  to  en- 
tertain that  important  project,  and  thus  sacrifice  a 
great  Provincial  objeet  to  one  of  a mere  local  and 
sectional  character, 

'*  Resolved  therefore , that  it  would  be  unwise  to 
embark  in  any  local  line  until  the  question  of  an 
Intercolonial  Railway  is  definitely  and  absolutely 
abandoned” 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  ARCHIBALD. 

Mr.  Archibald  made  a few  explanations. 
He  referred  to  the  statements  of  Mr.  Mosse  as 
respects  the  results  likely  to  be  derived  from  the 
railway,  and  then  went  on  to  say  : — Was  I to 
assume  that  theoffic  r of  the  Government  which 
had  always  doubted  the  productiveness  of  rail- 
ways would  have  placed  on  the  journals  of  this 
House  a statement  so  entirely  delusive  ? If  the 
railway  had  yielded  us  in  1860  £11,000,  as  we 
had  reason  from  Mr.  Mosse’s  report  to  suppose 
it  would,  I think  we  would  have  been  in  a posi- 
tion to  have  gone  on  with  the  extension  of  the 
road. 

The  hon.  gentleman  complains  that  I have  not 
drawn  so  flattering  a picture  of  the  prospects  of 
the  railroad  as  I did  cn  a former  occasion.  Could 
ha  ask  me  to  address  this  House  in  language  not 
qualified  by  the  experience  of  the  last  nine 
years  ? I did  not  say,  however,  that  we  were 
not  in  a position  to  bear  the  burthen  of  £24,000 
a year  additional  of  interest ; on  the  contrary,  I 
said  this  was  a small  consideration  compared 
with  the  advantages  that  we  would  derive  from 
the  construction  of  the  railway.  But  I am  in- 
clined to  think  that  a good  deal  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman’s speech  was  in  answer  to  one  which 
was  not  delivered. 

The  hon  gentleman  says  that  it  was  exceed- 
ingly unfair  for  the  late  Government  to  pass  the 
railway  bill  when  just  going  to  the  country.  I 
believe  we  took  a position  which,  whether  pru- 
dent or  not,  was  at  all  events  frank  in  the  ex- 
treme. We  passed  a bill  which  we  knew  at  the 
time  would  be  used  to  mould  political  capital 
against  us  over  large  sections  of  the  Peovince  ; 
and  I ask  the  hon.  gentleman  if  this  were  the 
lastsession  of  the  House  would  he  be  so  ready 
to  introduce  the  bill  now  befgre  us.  I ask  his 
supporters  from  the  same  quarter  of  the  country 
if  they  would  ; if  they  did,  I think  it  would  be 
the  last  political  act  they  would  be  called  upon 
to  perform  for  a number  of  years. 

The  hon.  gentleman  says  the  public  faith  of 
this  country  is  not  pledged.  He  says  that  my 
only  excuse  for  passing  the  Bill  was  that  we  had 
not  seen  the  despatch  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment. I did  not  state  that  if  we  had  known  the 
Canadian  Government  would  have  taken  such 
a position, we  would  not  have  been  willing  to  pnss 
the  bill  we  did.  What  is  the  position  of  this 
question  ? Deputations  from  the  three  Govern- 
ments meet  at  Quebec,  they  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment— one  that  as  far  as  a Province  can  be 
bound  solemnly,  bound  all  three.  Canada  Is 
just  as  morally  bound  by  that  agreement 
as  if  she  had  passed  a statute.  As  respects 


the  sinking  fund,  when  the  British  Govern- 
ment said  Canada  might  deposit  it  in  her  own 
debentures,  there  was  an  end  to  the  objection 
on  that  ground.  Therefore  to  attempt  to  escape 
from  the  bargain  on  the  ground  that  the  British 
Government  insisted  upon  a sinking  fund,  was 
nothing  more  than  to  declare  she  did  not  intend 
to  pay  at  all — that  determined  to  repudiate  the 
agreement  solemnly  entered  into,  she  seized 
upon  this  as  a pretext.  Nothing  was  said  at  the 
time  of  the  Convention  with  regard  to  the  Rail- 
way as  a contribution  towards  Provincial  de- 
fences ; and  therefore  the  at'empt  to  force  this 
as  a part  of  the  basis  was  a breach  of  the  com- 
pact entered  into  between  Canada  and  the  other 
Provinces,  and  even  if  Canada  thought  proper 
to  shuffle  out  of  her  just  obligations,  by  preten- 
ces and  pretexts,  it  did  not  at  all  prevent  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  being  bound  to  each 
other  and  to  the  Imperial  Government  to  enter 
into  the  legislation  necessary  to  carry  out  that 
agreement.  In  reference  to  the  Minute  of 
Council,  I stated  that  which  no  gentleman  here 
will  suppose  I would  state  if  I did  not  believe  it 
to  be  a fact.  No  official  communication,  so  far 
I know,  was  ever  made  of  this  document  to  the 
Government  of  this  country 

Dr.  Tupper  -I  don’t  think  there  is. 

Mr  Archibald. — Lord  Mulgrave  may  have 
had  this  document  in  his  possession.  It  may 
have  come  to  him  as  other  legislative  papers 
came ; but  that  he  ever  read  it  or  any  member 
of  the  Government  is  not,  ss>  far  as  I know,  in 
accordance  with  the  fact.  But  as  I intimated 
before,  had  it  been  80,^1  would  have  made  no 
difference  whatever  in  what  I conceived  to  ba 
the  duty  of  the  Government.  We  acted  accord- 
ing to  our  views  of  what  was  due  to  ourselves 
and  to  the  other  contracting  parties.  We  telt 
we  were  honestly  discharging  the  obligations 
which  we  owe  to  those  to  whom  we  had  pledged 
our  faith. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  BOURINOT. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said— -My  hon.  friend  from 
Shelburne  ( Mr.  Locke J when  he  addressed  the 
House,  alluded  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency 
that  might  be  brought  against  him  in  connec- 
tion with  this  present  question,  and  defended 
his  action. by  reference  to  that  of  the  hon.  Attor- 
ney General  on  a previous  occasion.  Now,  no 
one  who  reads  the  political  history  of  the  past 
but  must  find  that  public  men  are  sometimes 
inclined  to  inconsistency,  but  is  it  to  be  said  that 
public  men,  as  their  experience  enlarges,  and 
time  passes,  should  not  change  their  views  from 
honest  conviction.  Take  the  case  of  Sir  Robert 
Peel ; he  was  charg  d with  inconsistency.  He 
had  for  years  been  a warm  advocate  of  a re- 
strictive policy,  but  the  time  came  it  was  n.eces~ 
sary  that  he  should  pursue  a different  course  for 
the  good  of  his  country.  When  I hear  recrim- 
ination on  this  point  bandied  about  on  both 
sides,  I caunot  help  thinking  it  would  be  better 
left  alone  and  the  questiou  actually  before  us 
was  grappled  with.  We  are  now  dealing  with 
one  question  alone.  The  past  is  gone,  and  we 
should  only  look  to  the  present  and  its  probable 
results  upon  the  future. 

Some  remarks  that  have  been  made  by  the 
hon.  members  for  Annapolis  and  Colchester,  (the 
leaders  of  the  two  parties  in  this  House),  have 
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been  most  gratifying  to  me.  They  both  com- 
bined in  paying  a just  tribute  to  the  Island  of 
Cape  Breton,  of  which  I am  proud  to  acknow- 
ledge I am  a representative.  The  time  has  arri- 
ved at  la  t when  these  gentlemen  from  this  sec- 
tion of  the  Province  are  convinced  that  that 
Island  has  a great  future  before  it,  and  are  in- 
clined to  do  it  justice,  although  tardy  justice. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Now,  sir,  it  is  nece-sary  that  I should  state 
the  grounds  upon  which  I give  my  support  to 
the  bill  before  the  House.  I must  acknowledge 
at  the  outset,  that  I was  not  a very  warm  sup- 
porter of  the  measure,  but  I am  one  of  those  in- 
consistent men  whom  conviction  has  brought  to 
support  the  bill.  As  respects  the  Intercolonial 
railway,  I must  confess  that  this  is  a measure 
of  which  I have  always  been  a warm  advocate. 
I have  always  taken  a Provincial,  not  a sectional 
view  of  the  question.  It  is  one,  I am  convin- 
ced, that  every  true  lover  of  his  country  should 
support  with  all  the  energy  and  ability  at  his 
command  When  we  look  at  the  position  of 
Canada,  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  is  it 
not  natural  that  a feeling  should  arise  in  favour 
of  an  undertaking  that  will  bring  them  more 
c’osely  together.  Who  is  there  that  gives  any 
consideration  to  the  subject  but  must  wish  to  see 
that  great  Union,  so  long  the  aspiration  of  every 
colonist,  accomplished  ? But  before  that  union 
can  be  realized,  we  must  build  this  Intercolonial 
Railway — without  it,  union  cannot  be  a real 
fact. 

But  I am  much  afraid  that  the  chances  of  ha- 
ving this  great  intercolojjial  project  consumma- 
ted are  very  slight  for  the  present.  Under  exist- 
ing circumstances  I think  we  should  turn  our 
attention  to  the  Pictou  section  of  the  ra  lway, 
and  endeavor  to  develops  the  internal  resources 
of  the  country  by  those  means  within  our  own 
power.  Now.  speaking  as  a representative  of 
the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  let  me  endeavour  to 
show  by  a few  statistics,  what  is  necessary  be- 
fore that  section  of  the  Province  can  derive  ac- 
tual benefit  from  the  extension  of  the  line  to 
the  Quit.  If  that  island  is  to  receive  real  advan- 
tages from  the  construction  of  the  railway, 
there  must  be  connection  by  steamers  with  its 
remote  sections.  There  are  two  routes,  on  which 
steamers  might  be  placed.  The  one  is  by  Mabou 
and  Port  Hood— I say  Mabou  because  a good 
harbour  can  be  got  there  at  very  small  expense. 
Then  from  the  mouth  to  Whycocomagh  is  18 
miles — thence  by  way  of  Baddeck  through  the 
Little  Bras  d’Or  entrance  to  Sydnev  the  distance 
is  57  miles ; which  together  with  the  water 
passage  across  from  Mabou  to  the  proposed  ter- 
minus at  Pictou  would  be  a distance  of  142 
miles.  That  is  the  shortest  route  to  the  eastern 
C.  B.  section,  but  it  is  not  the  one,  taking  a 
wider  view  and  looking  at  the  real  interests  of 
the  island,  that  is  preferable  in  my  opinion  I 
would  prefer  the  route  by  way  of  St.  Peters — a 
steamer  to  ply  from  Pictou,  touch  at  Mabou, 
thence  through  the  Strait  of  Canso  and  Lennox 
passage  to  the  site  of  the  proposed  canal  at  St. 
Peter’s,  and  here  to  connect  the  line  by  a second 
steamer  on  the  Bras  d’Or  Lake,  which  would, 
before  touching  at  Baddeck,  pass  through  the 
Grand  Narrows  on  to  Sydney,  the  whole  dis- 
tance from  Pictou  being  two  hundred  and 


einht  miles  By  availing  yourselves  of  this 
route,  you  affor ) the  people  of  nearly  the  whole 
Island  of  Cape  Breton  an  opportunity  of  bene- 
fiting by  the  Pictou  Railway,  the  passage 
through  Lennox  passage  is  one  of  the  pret- 
tiest in  all  Nova  Scotia,  and  will  give  ne- 
cessary facilities  to  the  people  of  Richmond,  and 
then  you  go  up  the  fine  water  of  the  Bras  d’Or, 
that  beautiful  island  sea,  with  its  borders  dotted 
with  its  farms  and  sylvan  scenes  meeting  one  on 
every  turn.  The  scenery  that  characterizes 
this  route  would  be  certain  to  attract  in  good 
time  no  insignificant  number  of  tourists  from  all 
quarters  Every  county  would  also  receive 
the  benefit  of  the  steamers  ; and  in  f ct  in  every 
way  this  appears  to  be  the  preferable  route,  as 
this  could  be  perf  rmed  entirely  by  water, whilst 
the  first  would  be,  to  a small  extent,  over  land. 

Pome  reference  has  been  made,  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  to  Prince  Edward  Island.  Now, 
the  distance  from  Pictou  to  Charlottetown  is  50 
miles  I find  that  he  distance  between  Shediac, 
where  the  New  Brunswick  railroad  line  exists, 
and  Summerside,  is  40  miles,  and  thence  to  the 
capital  of  the  Island  50  miles, — making  a total 
of  90  miles  that  a person  taking  the  NewBruns 
wick  route  has  to  travel.  Therefore  it  will  be. 
perceived  that  the  distance  by  the  Pictou  line 
will  be  very  con  side  ably  lessened. 

There  i - another  fact  which  is  worthy  of  con 
sideration  in  connection  with  the  present  ques- 
tion. It  will  be  seen  that  the  line  of  railway 
which  v ill  commence  here  and  end  at  Pictou. 
will,  as  it  were,  give  a direct  communication  to 
Prince  Edward  Island,  Halifax,  Colchester, 
Antigonishe,  Guysboro’,  Pictou,  and  the  whole 
Island  of  Cape  Breton  ; and  I find  on  reference 
to  the  census  returns,  the  whole  population  of 
th’s  portion  of  the  Province,  with  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island,  amounts  to  270,000— or  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Nor  can  we  forget  to  take  into  account  the 
trade  which  will  come  from  many  parts  of  New- 
foundland and  Canada,  through  this  means  of 
communication — a trade  which,  in  time,  must 
grow  very  large,  and  form  a considerable  source 
of  revenue  to  the  line.  But  I must  say,  in  all 
candour,  that  notwithstanding  this,  I would  have 
hesitated  to  give  my  support  to  an  undertaking 
of  so  expensive  a nature,  if  pro  vis  on  had  not  been 
made  for  Education  and  tie  roads  and  bridges — 
these  great  services  in  which  the  people  of  this 
country  naturally  .take  so  deep  an  interest. 
Even  that  railway,  necessary  as  I believe  it  is 
to  this  Province — for  I have  always  entertained 
the  opinion  that  a country  that  wishes  to  keep 
up  with  the  world  must  have  these  great  works 
— could  not  have  received  my  support  to  the 
injury  of  the  great  ferviees  I have  mentioned. 
I am  glad,  therefore,  to  see  that  there  are  am- 
ple means  afforded  for  elevating  the  education 
of  this  country  and  placing  its  benefits  more 
nearly  within  the  reach  of  all  classes,  as  well  as 
for  making  those  improvements  in  the  various 
counties  of  the  Province  which  are  absolutely 
indispensable.  I must  express  my  regret  that 
my  hon  friend  from  Yarmouth  does  not  take 
the  same  view  that  other  gentlemen  have  taken 
on  this  question,  but  he  seems  constitutionally  in- 
disposed to  support  measures  that  are  progressive 
in  their  character.  He  has  always  pursued  this 
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course,  no  matter  what  Government  is  in  power  ; 
he  has  always  opposed  railways,  whether  they 
go  east  or  west.  I am  much  afraid 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  will  always  continue  to 
hold  the  same  opinions,  despite  all  arguments 
that  may  be  addressed  to  him?  I must  say  I 
think  that  if  he  laid  aside  the  narrow  view  that 
influences  him  in  respect  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country  at  targe,  he  would  assume  a posi- 
tion that  would  probably  become  him  more,  as 
well  as  promote  in  good  time  the  prosperity  ot 
his  own  constituency. 

There  are  various  considerations  in  favor  of 
the  extension  which  I could  advance,  if  I did 
not  feel  unwilling  to  prolong  this  debate.  There 
is  one  fact  we  should  keep  in  sight,  and  it  is 
this, — that  a large  sum  is  paid  annually  for  the 
carriage  of  the  mails  to  Pictou.  Now,  the  mo- 
ment the  road  is  in  full  operation,  there  will  be 
a very  considerable  saving  made,  which  should 
be  taken  i to  account.  I have  no  wish  to  detain 
the  House  longer  but  simply  to  express  a wish 
that  the  Houee  will  come  forward  and  support 
this  measuro,  which  has  been  introduced  here 
for  the  public  good — which  is  not  intended  to 
promote  the  benefit  of  the  few,  but  is  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Province  at  1 rge. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  COFFIN. 

Mr.  Coffin  did  not  expect  to  throw  much 
light  upon  the  subject  before  th  • House,  but  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  offer  a few  remarks  in  explan- 
ation of  the  course  he  intended  to  take.  When 
he  was  first  elected  a member  of  the  House  in 
1851  the  country  was  convulsed  w th  the  Euro- 
pean and  North  American  Railway  scheme,  and 
he  came  in  pledged  to  support  that  measure. 
Erom  the  time  that  scheme  was  abandoned  he 
had  always  been  in  favor  of  the  Intercolonial 
line.  Various  propositions  at  different  times 
were  brought  before  the  country  in  reterence  to 
that  great  question,  until  the  people  were  work- 
ed up  into  a state  of  excitement  upon  the  subject 
of  railroads,  and  the  government  were  at  last 
obliged  to  undertake  the  construction  of  the 
present  lines  east  and  west.  At  the  time  they 
were  undertaken,  it  was  supposed  that  the  cost 
would  not  be  more  than  6 or  £7,000  per  mile, 
and  he  did  not  believe  if  it  had  been  anticipated 
they  would  have  cost  what  they  did,  that  they 
vould  have  been  constructed  at  all.  In  his  opi- 
nion it  was  unwise  at  the  present  time  to 
plunge  t e Province  more  largely  into  debt. 
Referring  to  the  Chief  Railway  Commissioner’s 
report,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  gross  revenue 
>fl863  was  nearly  $11,000  more  than  that  of 
1862,  whilst  the  nett  revenue  of  1863  was  about 
$16,000  less  th  n that  of  1862  In  view  also  of 
the  present  situation  of  the  Intercolonial  ques- 
tion, he  thought  it  most  imprudent  to  under- 
take the  construction  of  the  road  to  Pictou.  The 
Province  stood  pledged  to  Canada  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  she  had  under  the  terms  of  the  act  two 
years  allowed  her  to  come  in  Even  now  that 
Province  was  evincing  the  fresh  interest  she  has 
taken  in  this  question,  by  having  a sutvey  made 
at  her  own  expense  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
most  practicable  route  and  the  probable  cost. 

Was  this  a time,  then,  he  would  ask,  to 
plunge  the  Province  into  debt  to  the  tune  of 
£40,000  a year— for  the  experience  of  the  past 


had  told  us  that  the  actual  cost  exceeded  the 
estimate  by  about  one  half,  and  so  he  belived  it 
would  turn  out  in  this  case.  He  was  therefore 
opposed  to  repealing  the  existing  laws  on  the 
subject  of  the  Intercolonial  Railroad  until  the 
time  limited  had  expired-  If  we  did  so, 
he  considered  we  would  be  lowering  ourselves 
in  the  estimation  of  England,  and  all 
the  other  colonies.  What  would  they  think  of 
a country  in  which  on  a change  of  Government 
they  repeal  the  laws  which  the  previous  one  had 
passed  pledging  the  faith  of  the  Province  ? It 
appeared  to  him  hat  it  was  not  a very  honest 
or  fair  mode  < f dealing  with  a public  question 
of  so  much  importance.  In  every  point  of  view 
the  Intercolonial  line  far  exceeded  in  importance 
this  little  kite-flying  scheme,  which  was  only 
designed  to  keep  the  Government  in  power.  In 
the  matter  of  local  traffic,  who  could  doubt  but 
that  the  trade  of  the  fine  county  of  Cumberland 
would  pay  far  better  than  that  of  Pictou  ? To 
say  nothing  of  the  importance  of  the  connection 
with  New  Brunswick,  and  the  great  Province 
of  Canada.  These  were  the  views  he  had  always 
held  on  the  subject,  and  he  regretted  much  that 
this  premature  legislation  should  he  allowed  to 
destroy  so  fair  a prospect.  He  could  not  say 
that  he  very  much  blamed  the  members  from 
Pictou  for  urging  this  matter  on,  perhaps  he 
would  have  acted  in  the  same  way,  if  the  road 
was  to  be  built  to  his  county.  In  reference  to 
the  remarks  that  had  been  made  by  the  member 
for  Guysborough  about  an  increased  ro  d grant, 
he  did  not  know  where  he  got  his  authority 
from. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  —The  Prov.  Sec'y. 
said  the  road  grant  would  be  larger  than  it  waa 
before. 

Coffin  —Well,  at  all  events  it  would 
have  been  fairer  and  more  satisfactory  to  have 
had  the  amount  of  the  road  grant  known,  and 
the  sub-division  before  the  House,  before  the 
question  was  brought  up. 

The  increased  prosperity  of  the  P-ovince  had 
been  referred  to  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  going 
on  with  this  work.  He  would  advise  hon.  m -Gi- 
bers not  to  build  too  largely  upon  that.  Expe- 
rience had  shown  that  every  eight  or  ten  years  a 
commercial  crisis  occurred — we  had  one  in  1857, 
and  in  the  natural  course  of  things  we  might  ex- 
pect another  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years 
— so  that  it  was  not  safe  to  calculate  upon  the 
same  increase  in  the  revenue  as  we  had  lately 
enjoyed. 

These  were  the  views  which  influenced  his 
mind,  and  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Shelburne  (Mr.  Locke). 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  ANNAND. 

Mr.  Annand  said — I don’t  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a speech,  but  I wish  to  understand 
from  the  leader  of  the  Government  whether  I 
am  correct  in  assumipg  from  his  remarks  of 
yesterday  that  it  is  the  intention  to  repeal  the  act 
referring  to  the  Intercolonial  Railway.  Do  I 
understand  him  also  to  say  that  it  is  the  intention 
to  repeal  the  act  of  last  session  respecting  the 
Pictou  railway  ? 

Hon.  Attorney  General — I never  under- 
stood that  was  a Pictou  measure.  The  member 
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for  Shelburne  (Mr  Locke)  has  said  that  it  was 
only  a part  of  the  Intercolonial  scheme. 

Mr.  Annand — I find  on  reference  to  the 
speech  delivered  at  the  opening  of  the  Legisla- 
ture that  it  speaks  of  the  extension  of  existing 
lines  ot  railway.  Now  I want  to  know  from  the 
government  whether  it  is  the  intention  to  sub- 
mit any  other  measure  than  those  before  us. 

Hon  Atty.  Genl  — My  hon.  friend,  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary,  declared  very  clearly  before 
the  Hou  e adjourned  at  six  o’clock,  what  is  the 
policy  ot  the  government  with  respect  to  the  ex- 
tension of  railways. 

Mr.  Annand — Then  I am  to  understand  tint 
the  great  Intercolonial  railway  scheme,  so  dear 
to  the  heart  of  every  British  American,  has  been 
aba i doned,  and  that  we  have  only  in  its  place 
this  merely  local  measure,  good  in  itself,  but 
very  inferior  in  importance  compared  with  the 
first  great  project.  Now  I have  to  call  a tention 
io  another  passage  in  His  Excellency’s  speech. 
It  refers  to  a Union  of  the  Provinces  of  New 
Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  Nova 
Scotia  ; but  before  that  Union  can  be  effected,  I 
believe  we  must  have  this  Intercolonial  Railway. 
I am  in  favour  of  this  Union,  I belie  e in  free 
trade  between  the  Provinces.  I would  go  fur- 
further  and  say  it  was  the  strong  feeling  of  the 
Ministers  of  Canada  at  the  time  of  the  Conven- 
tion, that  if  the  Intercolonial  Railway  was  built, 
there  would  be  reciprocal  free  trade  between 
these  Provinces.  I cannot  imagine  any  measure' 
so  beneficial  to  these  colonies  as  this  Recipro 
city  ; it  would  develope  their  wealth  tojan  extent 
which  is  incalculable. 

Now  I thihk  the  action  of  the  government  on 
the  present  occasion  is  premature.  I think  be- 
fore gentlemen  are  asked  to  vote  for  the  present 
measure,  the  acts  now  on  the  Statute  book 
should  be  repealed  ; I would  be  quite  ready  to 
go  for  the  Pictou  Railway  if  this  were  done. 

SPEECH  OF  THE  HON.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL. 

Hon.  Solicitor  General  then  addressed 
the  House  to  the  following  effect — The  hon. 
member  for  the  Eastern  district  of  Halifax  who 
has  iust  addressed  you  has  stated  that  t e pre- 
sent Government  have  abandoned  the  Intercolo- 
nial Railway.  If  that  charge  were  made  against 
the  Ministry  of  Canada  or  that  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, it  might  have  a semblance  ot  truth,  but 
when  he  insinuates  that  the  Government  of 
Nova  Scotia  is  chargeable  with  thefailu  e of  the 
negotiations  respecting  that  great  scheme,  he 
is  entirely  incorrect.  No  evidence  can  be  ad- 
duced that  will  bear  him  out  in  this  assertion. 

I can  recollect  that  at  the  time  when  a despatch 
came  out  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  on  this 
subject  previous  to  the  last  negotiations,  I felt 
that  it  afforded  us  no  reason  for  hope,  but  was 
simply  one  way  of  letting  us  down  gent  y.  It 
was  considered  by  some  gentlemen  as  hold- 
ing out  hopes  of  the  probable  construction 
of  the  Intercolonial  Railway  project;  but  I 
never  so  regarded  it.  Now,  I think  that 
the  events  of  the  past  few  months  have  shown 
that  I was  not  far  wrong  in  the  conclusions  I 
came  to  on  the  occasion  referred  to.  I am  con- 
vinced from  what  has  taken  place  that  we  have 
no  reason  to  expect  that  success  which  some 


gentlemen  seem  to  think  is  not  impossible.— 
But  let  me  here  state  that  I do  not  think  there 
was  anything  in  the  conduct  of  the  two  Cana- 
dian delegates  that  went  to  England  that  should 
make  us  believe  that  hey  failed  in  their  pled- 
ges. It  is  asserted  by  the  hon  leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  nothing  was  >aid  about  the  de- 
fences of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  - inven- 
tion. Well,  all  I can  say  is,  that  subject  appears 
in  the  Minute  of  Council ; it  is  stated  that  this 
was  one  of  the  considerations  that  the  Canadian 
delegates  were  to  take  into  account.  I do  not 
wish  to  say  anything  that  is  not  correct,  and 
therefore  I will  read  this  clause  from  the  Mi- 
nute of  Council : — 

[The  hon  gentleman  then  read  an  extract 
from  the  Minute  of  Council  in  support  of  his 
statement.] 

Mr.  Annand — There  was  nothing  to  lead  the 
Delegates  from  the  Pr  vinees  to  believe  that 
Canada  intended  this  project  as  a contributon 
to  her  defences.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection 
of  some  gentlemen  that  after  the  Convention  at 
Quebec  a despatch  was  received  by  the  Govern- 
or General  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  rela- 
tive to  Provincial  defence ; then  it  was  that  Ca- 
nada took  a new  line  and  said  that  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway  should  be  taken  as  her  contri- 
bution. 

Hon  Sol.  Gen.  continued  : — Without  dwel- 
ling, however,  on  this  point  which  is  after  all 
not  very  material,  I may  go  on  to  state  that  after 
the  delegates  met  in  England  a new  proposition 
was  rai  ed — one  entirely  different  from  that 
agreedjupon  at  Quebec ; I refer  to  the  proposition 
respecting  the  Sinking  Fund.  Therefore  they 
were  quite  right  in  hesitating  when  they  found 
this  new  point  raised  They  Daturally  said, 
Here  is  a new  element  brought  nto  the  nego- 
tiation which  we  cannot  agree  to.  Now  let  us 
look  to  what  occured  after.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  delegates  from  New  Brunswick  and  Nova 
Scotia  acted  very  hurriedly  throughout.  This 
question  of  a sinking  fund  had  been  raised,  but 
before  it  was  settled  the  delegate  from  New 
Brunswick  hastened  home,  and  made  everybody 
believe  the  whole  matter  was  satisfactorily  ar- 
ranged. Now  the  leader  of  the  late  government 
(Mr.  How  ) I- new  perfectly  well  all  the  time 
that  the  Canadian  delegates  had  repudiated  this 
proposition  I have  referred  to,  and  that  it  was 
not  likely  to  go  down  with  their  colleagues. 
Yet  a fe  v weeks  after  the  return  of  the  delegates, 
the  government  undertook  to  introduce  a bill 
ratifying  what  had  been  done  in  England,  though 
they  must  h ve  known  at  the  saflae  time  that 
Canada  had  no  intention  to  favour  the  scheme 
under  the  new  aspect  it  had  assumed.  In  what 
position  were  the  people  of  this  country  placed  ? 
Knowing  well  that  Canada  would  not  go  on 
with  this  measure,  they  introduced  a bill 
to  bind  this  country  for  two  whole  years  to 
suit  the  sovereign  will  and  pleasure  of  Ca- 
nada. What  necessity  was  there  for  such 
indecent  haste  ? There  was  no  possibility 
of  Canada  enacting  a similar  statute — no  neces- 
sity whatever  for  Nova  Scotia  binding  herself 
hand  and  foot.  1 say  the  wrong  done  to  this 
country  is  not  by  repealing  these  acts,  but  by 
placing  them  on  the  Statute  book  of  this  Pro- 
vince. They  gave  Canada  an  advantage  over 
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these  two  Provinces  which  there  wa-s  not  the 
slightest  necessity  for. 

Now,  in  the  change  of  events  Canada  might 
have  passed  that  act ; but  look  at  what  has 
transpired  since.  We  find  a negotiation  taking 
pi  ice  in  reterence  to  a survey.  A delegation 
went  to  Quebec  from  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova 
Scotia,  and  what  was  done  there  1 Previous  to 
any  action  being  taken  by  this  Government, 
they  were  in  possession  ot  a Minute  of  Council 
clearly  showing  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Canadian  M;nistry  to  pass  the  act  of 
last  year,  and  the  delegates  went  to  Quer 
bec  with  the  explicit  understanding  that 
the  basis  of  1862  wa  "not  to  be  that  upon  which 
the  survey  was  to  take  place  ; and  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  that  fact  it  was  agreed  that  the 
survey  snouid  be  made  by  Mr.  Sandford  Flem 
ing.  "After  the  arrival,  of  Mr  Tilley  in  New 
Brunswick,  subsequently,  > ud  he  had  con- 
suited  with  his  colleagues,  he  made  it  a stipula- 
tion that  the  survey  should  take  place  on  the 
basis  of  1862,  and  the  consequence  was  that  the 
whole  matter  broke  up.  Now,  however,  Cana- 
da has  ordered  a survey  at  her  own  expense  and 
has  sent  out  a surveyor  already ; but  do  her 
Government  say  they  are  going  to  legislate  with 
reference  to  the  Acts  passed  in  New  Brunswick 
and  Nova  Scotia.  On  the  contrary,  they  say 
that  the  survey  is  entirely  irrespective  of  the 
negotiations  entered  into  in  1862  Under  these 
circumstances,  then,  why  should  we  leave  on 
our  statute  book  a law  which  Canada  repudiates 
up  to  this  very  hour.  Has  any  gen  tie  naan 
a right  to  complain  because  the  people  of  this 
country  withdraw  themselves  from  the  burthen 
unfairly  placed  upon  them,  and  plac.  themselves 
in  a position  to  undertake  those  projects  which 
are  requisite  for  their  internal  developement  'l. 
Let  any  one  take  up  the  reports  of  the  debates 
in  the  Canadian  Legislature,  and  he  will  find 
that  the  Government  declare  hey  are  not  bound 
to  the  former  basis  of  negotiations,  but  have 
merely  instituted  a survey  for  the  purpose  of 
making  new  arrangements.  It  is  clear,  there 
fore,  from  all  that  we  can  gather  that  the  nego- 
tiation of  1862  has  completely  exploded  not  only 
in  Canada  but  in  New  Brunswick  as  well.  Ii  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  latter  Province  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  Intercolonial  line.  The 
pressure  of  public  opinion  is  to  force  the  con 
struciion  of  the  European  and  North  American 
line.  It  is  said  that  a petition  of  105  feet  in 
length  has  been  presented  to  the  Legislature 
urging  the  construction  of  this  road  as  most 
advantageous  to  the  province.  Therefore,  look- 
ing at  the  question  in  all  its  bearings,  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  the  Intercolonial  line  is  removed  to 
an  indefinite  period.  I believe,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  should  look  to  the  interests  of  Nova 
Scotia  ; that  io  our  true  policy.  We  have  wait- 
ed long  enough  for  the  other  colonies.  We 
should  no  longer  procrastinate  in  regard  o those 
great  projects  which  are  necessary  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  country.  Looking  at  the  aspect  the 
question  of  railway  extension  has  assumed  in 
New  Brunswick,  it  is  evident  that  immediate 
action  will  be  taken  for  connection  with  the 
States,  and  whenjjthat  is  done,  we  may  be  sur 
it  will  not  be  long  before  the  line  is  pushed  to 
our  frontier  I have  no  hesitatien  in  expressing 
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my  belief  that  in  five  years,  if  not  sooner,  we 
will  have  railroad  communication  with  the 
neighbouring  Province.  From  my  know- 
ledge of  the  resources  of  the  East,  I do  n<$t 
believe  that  the  road  to  Pictou  will  be  a tax  of 
more  than  £10,000  a year  upon  the  Province. 
It  will  not,  in  the  first  place,  cost  us  £24,000. 
With  the  deposits  in  the  Savings’  Bank  extend- 
ed to  £100,000  we  get  that  amount  at  4 per  cent. 
We  can  issue  debentures  for  £300,000  at  six 
per  cent.  That  will  give  us  £22,000  a year  of 
interest  that  we  will  have  to  pay.  I believe  we 
can  do  better.  I believe  that  the  country  with 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  our  Banking  In- 
stitutions is  capable  of  issuing  £50,000  worth  of 
paper ; at  present  our  notes  cannot  be  got  in  suf- 
ficient quantities,  so  great  is  the  demand.  I tbink 
before  this  railway  is  built  we  can  easily  float 
this  sum  which  without  interest  would  save 
£2000  a year  Therefore  I think  we  can  safely 
assume  th  t the  Railway  would  not  cost  us  above 
£20,000  a year.  The  extra  traffic  that  will  be 
created  will  pay  its  working  expenses  and  in 
the  increased  traffic  between  Halifax  and  Truro 
will  pay  almost  immediately  one  half  of  the 
£20,000  and  before  any  lengthy  period  of  time 
elapses  we  would  ; ave  a road  that  would  in  all 
probability  be  self  sustaining,  so  far  as  the  pro- 
posed extension.  All  that  we  have  to  do  is  to 
exercise  a little  patience,  and  the  road  can  be 
extended  west  without  embarrassing  our  re- 
sources. 

I must  express  my  surprize  at  the  course  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Shelburne.  I have  always 
looked  upon  that  hon.  gentleman  as  a consistent 
supporter  of  railways  from  the  first  hour  they 
were  agitated  in  this  country ; and  I am  asto- 
nished to  see  the  position  he  has  assumed  to- 
day.’ Any  one  who  considers  the  state  of  the 
question  before  us  must  feel  he  is  not  entitled  to 
tne  suppo  t of  many  gentlemen  in  the  House. 

( The  Solicitor  General  then  turned  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  policy  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, of  which  the  hon.  member  for  Shel- 
burne was  a member,  and  read  the  statements 
made  in  reference  to  the  railway  in  the  session 
of  1860,  both  in  the  Legislative  Council  and  in 
the  House  of  Assembly  by  Hon.  Mr.  MeCully 
and  Ho  i Mr  Young.  He  then  continued  :) — 
In  1860  the  hon  member  and  his  friends  pled- 
ged themselves  that  during  the  next  year  they 
would  extend  the  road  to  Pictou.  I ask  now, 
how  ca  he  take  the  position  he  has  assumed  fco- 
dajv  ? Is  not  the  Intercolonial  Railway  as  far  off 
as  i was  in  that  year  in  which  he,  as  a member 
of  the  G ivernment,  expressed  the  opinion  that  I 
have  already  alluded  to.  I go  further,  and  say 
that  that  road  is  further  off  t an  it  was  then- — 
The  inn  rests  of  New  Brunswick  are  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  lino  I have  already  referred  to.  I 
believe  the  Government  of  that  Province  is  now 
engaged  in  negotiations  with  parties  to  build 
the  line  from  Bangor  to  St.  John.  It  is  for  their 
interest  to  go  • est  at  the  present  moment,  and 
connect  with  the  American  system  of  railways. 
If  we  read  Mr.  Tilley’s  speech  at  t^etimeof 
Mr.  Gra> ’s  election,  we  will  find  bim  saying,  “ I 
would  get  the  St.  John’s  line,  if  possible  ; if  not, 

I would  go  for  the  central  line  ; and  if  I could 
get  neither,  I would  go  for  the  northern  route.” 
Therefore  there  have  been  three  routes  dang- 
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people  of  New  Brunswick  ; but 
at  the  present  time  public  opinion  is  in  favor  of 
theN  rth  American  line. 

There  were  a few  remarks  that  fell  from  the 
hon.  member  for  Yarmouth  that  grated  harshly 
on  my  ear.  They  were  however  decidedly  cha 
racteristic  of  that  ho  . gentleman.  He  said  that 
the  Government  have  laid  a trap  for  hon  members 
Now,  if  there  is  a rat  catcher  in  the  House  that 
knows  the  value  of  bait,  it  is  the  hon.  member 
himself.  I tell  him  that  there  is  not  a sp  cies 
of  bait  that  he  has  forgotten  to  use  during  the 
past  fortnight  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
gentlemen  to  support  his  views  on  this  question. 
But  the  hon.  member  says,  let  it  alone.  He  re- 
peated that  so  often  that  I could  not  help  think- 
ing of  the  old  nursery  rhyme  : 

“ Little  Bo  Peep,  she  lost  her  sheep, 

And  did  not  know  where  to  find  them, 
But  let  them  alone,  and  they  will  come  home, 
- With  their  tails  dangling  behind  them  ” 

Mr.  Henry  concluded  by  pointing  out  the  ad- 
vantages that  would  be  conferred  upon  the  peo- 
ple in  various  counties  of  the  Province  by  the 
extension  to  Pietou.  Our  farmers,  for  instance, 
would  be  afforded  facilities  for  brin  ing  their  pro- 
duce to  market  which  would  put  money  in  their 
pockets.  He  also  pointed  out  the  advantages 
that  would  be  conferred  on  fishing  vessels  which 
could  call  in  at  Pietou,  land  tbeir  catch  ot  fish 
if  necessary,  and  get  on  heir  supplies  with  ex- 
pedition from  Halifax. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  D.  FRAZER, 

Mr.  D.  Frazer  said  that  what  he  had  heard 
to-night,  compared  with  declarations  made  in 
time  past,  convinced  him  that  some  hon -mem- 
bers could  change  their  minds.  The  present 
Opposition  had  frequently  asserted  that  Mr. 
Laurie  was  extravagant  in  his  calculations,  but 
if  he  were,  the  hon  member  for  Shelburne  (Mr 
Locke_)  rivalled  him  in  that  respect  as  he  (Mr. 
Locke)  ha 3 asserted  that  the  extension  of  the 
line  from  Truro  to  Pietou  would  cost  £17,000 
per  mile.  Now  he  thought  this  was  an  unwar- 
rantable assertion,  and  believed  that  it  could  be 
constructed  for  a less  sum  than  £10,000  per 
mile.  If  the  railway  to  Windsor,  which 
went  through  the  rocky  back  bone  of  No- 
va Scotia,  cost  but  £11,000  per  mile,  it  was 
reasonable  to  infer  that  the  extension  to  Pietou 
through  fertile  lands  could  be  constructed  for  a 
considerably  less  sum  and  it  was  safe  to  com- 
pute its  cost  at  £10,000,  or  under,  per  mile. 
Some  hon  members  who  had  addressed  the 
House  upon  this  question  had  labored  to  create 
the  impression  that  Pietou  was  but  an  insignifi- 
cant portion  of  the  Province,  but  the  fact  was 
that  the  county  of  Pietou  contained  28000  inha- 
bitants and  enjoyed  a trade  of  large  magnitude 
and  great  importance.  The  exports  from 
Pietou  in  the  year  1863  amounted  to  no  less,  in 
value,  than  $514143,  exclusive  of  large  quan- 
tities of  agricultural  produce,  such  as  beef,  pork, 
butter,  &c , which  found  its  way  by  various 
channels  of  communication  to  the  city  of  Hali- 
fax. In  the  year  1863  there  were  196098 
tons  of  coal  eh;pped  from  the  Albion 
mines  in  that  county,  and  during  the  same 
year  750  vessels  of  various  dimensions,  amount- 


ing in  the  aggregate  to  139,900  tons  mea- , 
surement,  had  loaded  at  the  port  of  Pietou. 
There  were  in  the  same  year  upwards  of  500 
tons  of  coal  transported  overland!' from  Pietou  to 
Truro,  Londonderry,  and  Shubenacadie.  The 
county  of  Pietou  was  possessed  of  various  resour- 
ces— coal  and  iron,  and  lime,  and  a large  coal- 
oil  fkld,  with  one  of  the  best  free  stone  Quarries 
in  the  Province.  It  was  plain  from  the  position 
of  Pietou,  that  the  extension  of  the  railway  from 
Truro  to  the  waters  of  the  Gulf,  would  have  the 
effect  of  giving  an  impetus  to  the  trade  of  the 
country.  Railway  communication  between 
Halifax  and  Pietou  would  prove  of  great  advan- 
tage with  respect  to  supplying  fuel.  Wood 
along  the  existing  route  was  getting  scarce,  and 
dear  and  were  the  roads  finished  he  thought  that 
ft  would  lead  to  the  use  of  coal  instead  of  w od 
for  consumption  of  the  locomotives.  But  there 
whs  another  consideration  th  t ought  not  to 
be  lost  sight  of  In  case  of  war  between  Eng- 
land and  the  United  Spates — which  he  hoyefl 
would  never  take  place — how  would  British 
steamers,  in  the  absence  of  a railway  to  Pietou, 
obtain  supplies  of  coal  in  the  winter  season? 
Without  a railway  it  would  be  impossible  to 
obtain  an  adequate  supply.  It  was  an  establish- 
ed fact,  and  one  that  could  not  be  gainsayed, 
that  ra  l ways,  wherever  constructed,  created 
traffic  and  gave  an  impetus  to  trade  of  every 
description.  At  the  time  the  road  was  built  to 
Truro  no  person  dreamed  that  in  so  short  a time 
such  a large  amount  of  business  would  be  done 
on  it  as  there  was  at  present.  In  order  to  show 
the  benefit  of  Railways  in  creating  business,  he 
would  instance  the  fact  that  there  were  now  up  - 
wards  of  10,000  tons  of  icejioused  at  Rocky  Lake 
ready  for  transportation  to  market  in  the  spring, 
which  would  not  been  taken  up  had  there  been 
no  railway  communication  between  that  locality 
and  Halifax. 

The  time  had  come  when  this  country  could 
no  longer  do  without  rai  roads,  because  the  in- 
creasing business  of  the  Province  required 
them.  During  the  year  1863,  upwards  of  5000 
persons  travelled  by  coach  from  Pietou  and 
New  Glasgow  to  Truro,  and  this  was  but  a 
small  portion  ot  the  people  w ho  would  have  tra- 
velled through  had  there  been  railway  commu- 
nication with  Pietou  Of  course  some  of  the 
number  came  from  Canada  and  the  U.  States, 
by  ths  steamer  Lad//  Read,  but  ; the  greater  por- 
tion of  them  were  persons  doing  business  in  this 
Province.  He  entertained  no  fears  respecting 
the  paying  properties  of  a railway  from  Truro  to 
Pietou,  because  the  resources  of  the  county  were 
unbounded,  and  the  traffic  arising  therefrom 
would  largely  swell  the  receipts  of  the  entire 
line3 

SPEECH  OF  CHIEF  COMMISSIONER  OF  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  addressed  the  House 
next  as  follows  : — Mr.  Speaker,  representing  as  I 
do,  the  county  which  is  most  largely  interested  in 
this  work,  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to 
make  a few  remarks.  But  before  I go  into  a very 
short  analysis  of  the  paying  properties  of  the  con- 
templated road,  let  me  advert  to  one  or  two  ques- 
tions which  have  been  raised  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  especially  to  some  remarks  which  have 
fallen  from  the  hon.  member  for  Shelburne,  (Mr. 
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Locke)  who,  as  a member  of  the  late  Government 
is  supposed  to  have  knowledge  of  their  intentions 
and  views,  and  of  the  construction  that  ought  to 
be  placed  on  the  pledges  they  made  to  the  coun- 
try. The  hon.  Solicitor  General,  to  some  extent, 
dealt  with  the  inconsistency  of  that  hon.  member 
on  the  present  occasion  compared  with  his  past 
action  in  this  House.  [ cannot  conceive  how  he 
can  jusdfy  the  course  which  he  has  thought  pro- 
per to  take  to-day.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection 
of  members  of  this  House,  that  one  of  the  first 
acts  of  my  public  life  was  to  call  upou  the  Gov 
eminent  of  the  day  in  the  House  to  explain  their 
policy  in  reference  to  the  Pictou  Railway.  It  was 
in  answer  to  the  question  put  by  myself  that  the 
paper  was  read  which  has  been  referred  to  by  the 
Solicitor  General.  Now,  look  at  the  purport  of 
that  answer  in  connection  wiih  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Shelburne,  “that  he  never 
intended  extending  the  road  to  Pictou.”  Tbit 
statement  is  contradicted  not  only  by  the  words 
contained  in  the  written  explanation  of  the  policy 
of  the  Government  of  which  he  was  a member, 
but  also  by  facts  within  the  knowledge  of  every 
member  of  this  Legislature,  and  every  man  in  this 
country  who  has  taken  an  interest  in  the  politics 
of  the  day.  Everybody  knows  that  the  Govern- 
ment which  brought  down  that  declaration  of  po- 
licy wa3  sustained  by  men  from  the  county  of 
Pictou,  who  had  been  returned  on  the  pledge  to 
support  the  railway.  If  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
stated  his  policy  to  be  that  which  he  has  affirmed 
it  was  to-night,  the  Government  could  not  have 
lived  a single  hour.  I am  conscious  that  if  my 
then  colleagues  had  thought  that  the  declaration 
which  I hold  in  my  hand  was  a sham,  strong  as 
their  political  leanings  might  have  been,  they 
could  not  have  supported  the  late  Administration 
any  longer. 

What  do  we  find  stated  in  this  document,  being 
as  if  is  the  authoritative  enunciation  of  the  policy 
of  the  Government  on  a public  question  of  great 
importance  ? 

“ The  lines  of  railway  to  Windsor  and  Truro 
have  not,  in  the  present  year,  paid  working  ex- 
penses, but  have  left  a deficiency  of  over  £2,800. 
The  Executive  Government  hope,  by  strict  economy 
and  a vigilant  administration  of  the  department, 
to  prevent  a similar  occurrence,  and  to  exhibit  a 
very  different  balance  sheet  at  the  end  of  the  cur- 
rent year;  but  until  this  new  policy  is  fairly  tried 
out,  there  is  no  absolute  assurance  of  any  consider- 
able revenue  being  derived  from  the  railway. — 
The  advantage,  or  rather  the  absolute  necessity 
of  carrying  the  railway  further  on,  and  especially 
of  securing  the  Gulf  trade  for  our  own  province, 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  is  fully  appreciat- 
ed by  the  present  government,  who  recognise  this 
duty  as  second  only  to  the  maintenance  of  the  pub- 
lic credit. 

“ It  is  abundantly  clear,  however,  that  no  go- 
vernment could  attempt,  in  the  present  year,  a fur- 
ther extension  of  our  railway;  but  the  present  ad- 
ministration unhesitatingly  pledge  themselves  to 
proceed  when  they  can  command  the  means  of  pay- 
ing the  interest  on  the  additional  sum  that  must 
be  borrowed ; and  they  earnestly  hope  that  the  im- 
provements of  the  railway  traffic_and  a permanent 
advance  in  the  revenue  will  justify  them  at  the 


next  session  in  fulfilling,  in  this  respect,  the  just 
expectations  of  the  country. 

“ In  the  meanwhile,  they  propose  totakeactive 
measures  during  the  ensuing  summer  for  deter- 
mining the  most  suitable  location,  as  well  as  the 
terminus,  for  the  Pictou  Branch.” 

I now  ask  this  House  and  the  country  what 
confidence  can  be  placed  in  a member  of  the 
Legislature  who  with  these  words  in  his  mouth 
four  years  ago — who,  for  four  years,  ruled  the  Pro- 
vince by  virtue  of  such  pledges — now  declares 
that  in  no  time  did  he  consider  the  Pictou  Rail- 
road per  se  worthy  of  consideration  ? 

Mr.  Archibald— I am  sure  the  hon.  gentleman 
has  no  desire  to  misrepresent  my  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Locke— He  is  entirely  misrepresenting  me. 

Mr.  McDonald— Immediately  on  the  promulga- 
tion of  this  policy  in  the  House  Mr.  Young,  at  the 
time  the  leader  of  the  Government,  stated  : “I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  prospect  for  a rail- 
way connection  between  Halifax  and  the  St.  Law- 
rence in  the  most  rational  point  of  view  is  infinite- 
ly more  flattering  than  at  any  other  period  of 
negoeiadon.  * * * * Our  railways,  let  me 

add,  will  certainly  be  carried  on  the  minute  if  it 
is  possible.  * *•  * But  let  me  reassert  my 

conviction  that  the  railway  must  not  stop  at 
Truro  but  must  go  further  on  the  moment  the 
revenue  will  permit.”  It  is  curious  now  that 
the  remarks  that  fell  from  the  hon.  leader  of 
the  Government  simply  allude  to  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country,  taking  that  as  the 
ground  why  the  work  was  not  proceeded  with  im- 
mediately. But  these  declarations,  so  broad  and 
emphatic,  so  particularly  free  from  doubt  as  to 
their  meaning  and  intention,  have  now  for  the 
first  time  received  from  the  hon.  member  for  Shel- 
burne a contradiction  and  refutation  which  I am 
sure  no  other  member  of  the  Government  will 
venture  to  give  this  country.  The  hon.  member 
takes  this  ground  in  opposing  the  measure  before 
us, — “ I am  bound”  he  says  “ to  oppose  exten- 
sion because  I consider  the  Intercolonial  Railway 
of  greater  importance  and  believe  it  is  right  to 
see  that  the  negotiations  which  had  been  in  pro- 
gress for  the  last  two  years  are  actually  at  an  end 
before  I give  my  support  to  any  other  measure.” 
Now  at  this  moment  the  document  repudiating 
the  basis  of  1862  is  in  the  hands  of  every  hon. 
gentleman  here.  We  are  aware  that  on  the  return 
of  the  Canadian  delegates  their  Government  en- 
dorsed their  policy  and  repudiated  the  basis  of 
’62 —declaring  that  whilst  they  were  anxious  for 
the  construction  of  an  Intercolonial  line  they  could 
not  proceed  on  the  terms  under  consideration  in 
England.  This  is  a document  entitled  to  every 
credit  for  it  is  the  solemn  declaration  of  one  of 
the  contracting  parties.  But  I must  express  my 
surprise  at  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  hon. 
leader  of  the  Opposition  on  this  subject.  I would 
ask  him,  Is  there  anything  to  bind  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick,  after  Canada  has  told  them 
both  that  she  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
compact.  I quite  endorse  his  statement  that 
Canada  is  bound,  if  the  negotiation  in  London  was 
in  accordance  with  the  arrangement  entered  into 
by  the  delegates  in  Canada  before  they  proceeded 
to  England.  If  it  were  brokeu  under  such  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  a gross  breach  of  faith. 
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which,  amoDg  independent  nations,  would  lead  to 
serious  complications.  But  at  the  same  time  it  is 
obvious  that  the  agreement  is  perfec  ly  nugatory 
unless  carried  out  by  the  common  action  of  the  three 
contracting  parties.  If  one  of  the  three  departs 
from  the  agreement,  what  is  there  to  bind  the 
other  two  ? Nothing  at  all.  I contend  therefore 
that  Canada  having  withdrawn,  both  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick  are  free  to  pursue  the  course 
they  deem  best  adapted  to  advance  their  interests. 
But  we  will  admit  that  up  to  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Canadian  Legislature,  Canada  had 
held  but  the  hand  of  fellowship  to  the  three  Pro- 
vinces. Still  I contend  that  the  declarations  of 
the  Canadian  Government  since  the  Houses  met 
would  be  quite  sufficient  to  destroy  on  the  part  of 
Nova  Scotia  any  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  Ca- 
nada, and  would  justify  the  Government  in  tak- 
ing their  present  course.  We  have  been  told  that 
the  Canadian  Government  have  repudiated  the 
basis  of  ’62.  They  have  done  it  in  terms  so  em- 
phatic that  I am  surprised  that  any  gentleman 
sitting  on  the  other  side  could  seriously  ask  the 
people  of  this  country  to  fold  their  hands  and  wait 
until  Canada  saw  fit  to  move.  Turning  to  the  re- 
ports of  the  debates  in  the  Canadian  Parliament* 
we  find  a discussion  taking  place  on  this  very 
subject.  The  Government  were  asked  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  to  what  extent  the  propos- 
ed survey  committed  the  Government  to  the  In- 
tercolonial road  ? 

(Mr.  McDonald  then  read  some  extracts  from 
a recent  debate  in  the  Canadian  Parliament,  of 
which  the  following  are  the  more  material  por- 
tions :) 

“ Hon.  J.  S.  McDonald  said  hon.  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  seemed  very  eager  to  establish 
the  charge  their  own  province  had  broken  faith, 
but  failed  to  perceive,  or  to  state,  that  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick  had  also  endeavored  to 
delay  the  proceedings  in  reference  to  a survey.-— 
A survey  was  a preliminary  that  ought  to  be  settled 
before  anything  should  be  done  towards  providing 
for  the  construction  of  the  line.  The  present  go- 
vernment was  not  bound , and  never  had  been , to 
go  any  farther  than  to  assist  in  getting  a survey 
made.  When  the  survey  was  completed,  the  go- 
vernment would  then  take  the  responsibility  of 
telling  the  country  what  they  thought  it  advisable 
to  do  in  reference  to  the  construction  of  the  road. 

Hon.  Mr.  Dorion  said  he  left  the  government  in 
1862,  not  because  he  was  opposed  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railroad,  but  because  some  of  the  terms 
proposed  were  not  in  accordance  with  his  views. 
Public  opinion  justified  the  course  he  then  took, 
and  said  that  the  basis  of  1862  had  been  abandon- 
ed. The  government  were  not  now  acting  on  the 
basis  of 1862;  for  that  convention  did  not  provide 
that  a preliminary  survey  should  be  made  to  as- 
certain the  cost  of  the  work.  When  Mr.  Tilley 
arrived  in  New  Brunswick,  he  (Hon.  Mr.  D.)  did 
not  know  whether  he  had  misunderstood  the  de- 
legates here,  but  at  any  rate  this  government  was 
notified  that  the  Government  of  New  Brunswick 
did  not  desire  a survey  except  on  the  basis  of  1862. 
Finding  that  New  Brunswick  would  not  go  on  with 
the  survey,  except  that  the  government  of  Canada 
pledged  itself  to  the  basis  of  1862,  this  government 
had  notified  the  other  that  it  was  willing  to  pay 
the  cost  of  the  survey  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  the 


road,  and  if  its  construction  were  possible.— 
(Hear,  hear.)  * * The  Government  had  no 

doubt  but  that  Nova  Scotia  would  pay  a portion  of 
the  survey.  She  did  not  dissent  from  the  arrange- 
ments of  last  May. 

Hon.  Mr.  Cauehon  inquired  if  the  Government, 
in  making  the  road  to  New  Brunswick,  would  con- 
struct it  on  the  basis  of  1882 

Hou  Mr.  Dorion  replied  that  it  was  extremely 
improbable  that  the  people  of  Canids,  would  do 
anything  of  the  kind.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
survey  would  show  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  three  governments  to  make  a railway  from 
here  to  Nova  Scotia. 

Hon  Mr.  Rose. — How  long  will  the  survey  last  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  Dorion  replied  that  the  surveyor  elect- 
ed was  Mr.  Fleming,  who  was  acceptable,  not 
only  to  the  Governments  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Nova  Scotia,  but  also  to  the  Imperial  Government. 
He  would  finish  as  soon  s?s  possible,  but  of  course,  ' 
he  (Mr  Rjric.n)  could  not  tell  when  that  would  be. 
At  the  present  time  parties  were  making  prepara- 
tions to. enter  upon  the  survey  at  once.  As  to  the 
time  of  the  survey,  six  or  nine  months  might  be 
sufficient. 

Hon.  Mr.  R -se  — What  route  is  to  be  taken — - 
the  Central  Route  or  that  by  the  St.  John  or  St. 
Lawrence. 

Hon.  Mr.  Dorion  said  that  the  St.  Lawrence 
route  waa  impracticable,  and  was  objected  to  iu 
England.  Mr.  Fleming  would  report  the  moat 
practicable  route. 

Mr.  Holton  said — It  was  stated  by  himself  and 
some  of  his  colleagues,  last  session,  that  the  dele- 
gates from  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  were 
fully  informed  that  the  agreement  of  the  conven- 
tion of  1862 — that  Canada  should  bear  five- 
twelfths  of  the  cost — was  at  an  end.  That  was 
very  fully  and  distinctly  stated  to  the  delegates  at 
the  subsequent  meeting,  and  that  the  survey 
should  proceed  entirely  irrespective  of  the  basis  of 
that  convention.  He  (hon.  Mr.  Holton)  claimed 
to  be  a friend  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  but  he 
considered  that  the  convention  of  1862  was 
prematube,  and  when  the  Government  was  re- 
modelled, it  was  considered  to  be  on  the  basis  of 
the  resignation  of  his  hou.  friend  and  colleague, 
the  present  Attorney  General  East.  This  change 
was  clearly  explained  to  the  delegates,  so  clearly 
that  they  could  not  have  misunderstood  it,  so 
clearly  that  even  Hon.  Mr.  Tilley  would  not  say 
that  he  had  any  doubt  whatever  as  to  the  position 
of  this  Administration  on  the  subject.” 

Now  I wish  to  know  where  the  breach  cf  faith 
lies.  It  is  obvious  that  Canada  has  entirely  given 
up  the  former  basis  of  negotiations,  and  that  all 
prospects  of  the  immediate  construction  of  the 
Intercolonial  line  are  very  remote.  And  therefore 
it  is  that  the  hon.  members  for  Colchester  and 
Guysboro’  will  be  justified  before  this  country 
and  before  the  reflecting  men  of  all  parties  in 
abandoning  what  caunot  result  in  anything. 

For  these  reasons  I thick  the  present  govern- 
ment are  justified  m asking  this  Legislature  to 
proceed  with  our  local  works  and  open  up  com- 
munication with  important  sections  of  their  own 
Province.  In  doing  so  the  right  is  preserved, 
whenever  a suitable  opportunity  offer,  of  extend- 
ing a work  so  desirable  as  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way; for  I think  the  sentiments  enunciated  by  the 
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hon.  Provincial  Secretary  are  sentiments  held  by 
every  intelligent  man  in  this  country, — that  the 
construction  of  that  great  work  is  demanded  on 
national  and  intercolonial  considerations  of  the 
gravest  character, — and  that  no  great  length  of 
time  will  elapse  before  its  completion  shall  be  an 
accomplished  fact. 

I regret  extremely  the  haste  exhibited  by  my 
hon.  friend  from  Yarmouth.  No  man  in  this 
House  entertains  higher  respect  for  the  strong 
sense  and  mercantile  talent  of  that  hon.  gentle- 
man than  myself ; but  as  my  hon.  friend  from 
Cape  Breton  (Mr.  Bourinot)  observed  we  cannot 
expect  anything  in  favour  of  a progressive  move- 
ment like  the  present  from  the  hon.  member  for 
Yarmouth.  I do  not  expect  support  from  him, 
but  I must  say  I am  sorry  he  cannot  look  at  the 
question  discriminatingly — that  he  cannot  bring 
That  cool  calculating  judgment  to  the  consideration 
of  this  question — that  be  is  enabled  to  do  in  the 
conduct  of  his  own  business.  That  bon.  gentle- 
man has  spoken  of  the  condition  of  the  present 
road  and  the  propriety  of  extending  it.  It  is  too 
late  to  go  into  any  lengthened  calculations  on  the 
subject,  but  I would  ask  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
review  two  or  three  calculations  relative  to  the 
working  of  railways  in  this  country.  I do  not 
say  that  our  railways  as  they  stand  new  will  re- 
lieve the  Province  from  all  burthen,  but  I do  en- 
dorse the  statement  of  the  Solicitor  General  that 
m two  or  three  years  the  burthen  now  borne  by 
Nova  Scotia  in  the  shape  of  interest,  will  not  be 
enlarged  but  very  materially  decreased  by  the  ad- 
ditional impulse  to  traffic  that  will  be  afforded  by 
the  Pictou  line.  In  the  first  place  look  at  what 
our  present  roads  does.  Everybody  who  has  seen 
the  annual  report  will  find  that  the  road  trans- 
ported in  1863  over  56,000  tons  of  freight,  or  over 

14.000  tons  above  1882.  Within  the  same  period 

100.000  people,  over  one- third  of  the  population 
of  the  Province,  were  carried  over  the  road. 

Terminating  where  it  now  does  the  road  benefits 
but  a comparatively  small  portion  of  the  people. 
W e may  say  that  Halifax,  Hants  and  Colchester, 
representing  a population  of  about  5-1,000  people, 
msinly  support  and  sustain  the  present  trade  and 
traffic  on  our  present  railways.  Now,  what  are 
you  goiDg  to  do  by  extending  the  road  ? You  get 
out  of  a terminus  where  you  cannot  expect  any 
argely  increased  amount  of  traffic  to  be  derived 
and  carry  it  to  a point  where  you  command  a po- 
pulation of  180,000  people.  You  command  the 
trade  of  Guysboro’,  Antigonisbe,  Pictou,  and  of 
the  whole  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  not  to  spedfk  of 
that  which  we  may  depend  upon  from  Prince 
Edward  Island  and  eleewhere.  You  here  join  the 
road  to  a point  where  there  is  a population  capable 
of  keeping  the  road  busily  occupied — where  trade 
must  naturally  be  created. 

It  cannot  be  expected  at  this  late  hour  that  I 
should  go  into  this  question  at  length,  but  I can- 
not refrain  from  noticing  one  point  of  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Yarmouth.  He  says  the 
contemplated  work  is  a local  affair.  I deny  this 
entirely.  The  Provincial  Secretary  accepted  the 
proposition  as  true,  but  I will  venture  to  say  that 
if  he  was  not  satisfied  in  view  of  the  public  inter- 
ests that  it  is  necessary  to  build  the  road,  that  in 
fact  its  construction  was  a public  necessity,  we 
would  not  have  the  measure  before  us  now.  It  is 


on  tha  ground  that  the  extension  will  advance 
the  general  interests  of  the  Province  at  large 
that  I,  though  a representa  ive  of  the  county  of 
Pictou,  have  always  urged  it  in  this  House. — 
But  the  hon.  member  says  we  are  robbing  the 
western  counties.  I cannot  see  that.  The 
western  members  have  just  as  much  interest  in 
the  prosecution  of  important  public  works  neces- 
sary for  the  public  advantage  as  the  people  of 
Cape  Breton  and  Pictou.  Again,  if  I look  at  all 
the  advantages  that  have  been  conferred  upon 
the  western  counties  since  the  introduction  of 
railways  in  order  to  satisfy  them,  I am  not  much 
in  doubt  as  to  what  side  the  balance  is  on.  Nor 
am  I sure  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  hon. 
member  lor  Yarmouth  to  say  that  railways  have 
been  the  means  of  depriving  his  constituents  of 
a single  pound  to  which  they  are  fairly  entitled. 

EXPLANATIONS  OF  MR.  LOCKE,  &C. 

Mr  Locke  said  he  would  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Plouse  in  making  any  extended  re- 
marks at  that  late  hour  The  Hon.  Solicitor 
General  had  asked  him  if  his  position  and  pre- 
vious action  did  not  bind  him  to  give  his  cordial 
support  to  the  measure  t > extend  the  Railway 
from  Truro  to  Pictou.  He  would  emphatically 
say  that  it  did  not  On  the  18th  day  of  April 
la  t,  the  Prov.  Secretary  moved  that  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  he  empowered  to  accept 
the  terms  offered  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government 
for  the  construction  of  the  Intercolonial  railroad, 
and  to  complete  forthwith  that  portion  of  the  line 
which  extends  from  Truro  to  Whall’s  mill. 

To  this  the  member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Tobin) 
moved  an-  amendment,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Canadian  Government  having  refused  the  terms 
offered  by  the  British  Government  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Intercolonial  railway,  which  put 
the  question  for  the  present  at  rest,  therefore  Re- 
solved, that  the  Provincial  Government  be  in- 
structed to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the 
Railway  from  Truro  to  Pictou.  On  the  21st  of 
April  the  House  divided  on  the  amendment, 
when  there  appeared,  for  the  motion,  10 ; against 
it,  42 — and  among  the  majority,  were  his  own 
name  and  that  of  the  present  Attorney-General. 
With  respect  to  this  question  he  was,  as  far 
as  that  vote  was  concerned,  in  a position  exact- 
ly identical  with  that  of  the  Hon.  A tty-  General, 
they  both  having  voted  against  proceeding 
direct  to  Pictou.  It  was  impossible  to  torture 
his  words  or  acts  of  last  session  into  a commit 
men  to  the  policy  of  direct  extension  to  Pictou, 
but  the  Hon.  Atty.  General  had  by  his  vote  on 
that  occasion  opposed  the  policy  of  extending 
the  road  to  Pictou.  His  (Mr.  Locke)  vote  on 
that  division  bound  him  against  the  policy  of 
carrying  the  line  to  Pictou  whilst  the  Interco- 
lonial line  was  to  the  fore.  He  had  observed 
during  the  debate  to-night  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment could  show  that  the  country  was  able  to 
build  bath  the  Pictou  and  Intercolonial  line, 
then  there  might  be  some  reason  in  asking  the 
support  of  the  House  in  favor  of  the  Pictou 
line,  but  if  the  contemplated  extension  was 
carried  out  it  would  be  in  a position  to  take  any 
action  respecting  the  Intercolonial  line  for 
many  years  to  come.  The  hon.  Pro.  Sec  had 
asserted  that  the  Canadian  Government  would 
not  proceed  with  the  work  of  constructing  the 
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Intercolonial,  and  said  that  it  was  not  prudent 
for  us  to  fold  our  arms  and  await  the  action  of 
that  Province.  Now  we  had  no  right  to  assume 
that  the  existing  Canadian  Executive  would 
last  for  any  length  of  time,  and  it  was  well  known 
that  the  opposition  were  strong,  and  that  they 
were  in  favor  of  the  Intercolonial  project,  and  it 
was  possible  they  would  speedily  succeed  the 
rvesent  mini-try,  and  if  they  did  might  be  pre- 

red  to  act  forthwith.  In  view  then  of  the 
.osition  of  affairs  at  present  it  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  suicidal  to  pass  the  measure  now 
before  the  House. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  on  the  day  the 
imendment  of  the  hon.  member  for  Halifax, 

VI r.  Tobin)  was  moved,  he  came  into  the  house 
prepared  to  support  it,  and  so  did  many  other 
.on.  members  who  generally  acted  with  him, 
>ut  when  the  then  member  for  Pictou,  Mr  R 
J Grant,  opposed  it,  it  became  plainly  ap- 
arent  that  the  government  scheme  with  rela- 
,on  to  extending  the  line  in  the  direction  of  Pic- 
ou  was  a piece  of  jugglery,  and  he  immediately 
onferred  with  his  friends  and  told  them  it  was 
all  a sham.  He  and  his  friends  knew  that  Mr. 
Grant  had  been  told  that  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way was  a mere  pretext  by  which  to  accomplish 
an  object.  It  would  not  be  denied,  he  thought, 
that  the  late  Provincial  Secretary  obtained  a 
majority  to  carry  out  the  railway  bills  of  last 
session  on  the  understanding  that  the  Intercolo- 
nial policy  was  alia  sham.  He,  (the  hon  Atty 
Gen.)  knew  that  it  was  a disgraceful  cheat,  and 
that  was  the  reason  why  he  had  voted  as  he  did 
on  the  occasion  spoken  of  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Shelburne,  (Mr  Locke.) 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  with  respect  to  what 
the  hon.  Attorney  General  had  said  about  the 
action  of  last  session  being  a sham,  that  was 
only  assertion  unsupported  by  a shade  of  proof. 
He  might  withjust  as  much  propriety  and  jus- 
tice charge  the  hon.  Attorney  General  with 
foisting  a sham  upon  the  western  members  by 
promising  railway  extension  in  that  direction,  in 
order  to  influence  the  re[-resentatives  of  that 
section  of  the  Province  to  vote  for  the  Pictou 
railway.  In  fact,  the  action  of  the  Government 
in  this  respect  looked  to  him  very  much  like  a 
sham. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  and  those  who 
acted  with  him  on  the  occasion  were  sincere  in 
voting  for  the  construction  of  the  Intercolonial 
railway,  and  the  buiiding  of  ten  miles  common 
to  that  and  the  Pictou  line,  as  provided  for  by 
the  bills  of  last  session.  Their  intention  was  to 
undertake  the  construction  of  ten  miles  last  sea- 
son ; and  if  by  the  time  that  section  was  comple- 
ted there  appeared  no  prospect  of  Canada  coming 
into  the  Intercolonial  arrangement,  then  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  Pictou.  He  never  yet  gave  an 
inconsistent  vote  on  railway  matters,  and  he 
thought  it  was  unfair  for  the  members  of  the 
Government  to  attempt  to  put  the  hon.  member 
for  Shelburne  in  a false  position  after  having 
received  so  much  support  for  their  Pictou  ex- 
tension scheme  from  the  opposition  side  of  the 
House 

Mr.  James  McDonald  said  he  was  sorry  if 
he  had  made  any  remark  t-  reflecting  on  the  past 
conduct  of  the  hon.  member  for  Shelburne  (Mr. 


Locke.)  He  did  not  intend  to  be  personally 
offensive. 

Mr  Locke  said  that  with  respect  to  incon 
sistency,  he  was  above  suspicion  regarding  that 
subject. 

SPEECH  OP  HON.  MR.  m’pARLANE. 

Hon.  Mr.  M’Fahlane  said  : Upon  listening 
to  the  speeches  of  hon.  members  around  these 
benches,  one  would  naturally  become  impress  3d 
with  the  conviction  that  there  were  but  two 
classes  of  men  in  this  House,  one  hailing  from 
the  east,  and  the  other  from  the  west.  It  really 
seems  to  be  forgotten  that  there  is  also  a north- 
ern section,  deeply  interested  in  the  extension  of 
the  railway.  There  are  times,  however,  when 
local  feelings  necessarily  influence  politicians 
and  public  men  on  questions  of  importance.  Al- 
though I reside  in,  and  represent  a county 
through  which  the  projected  Intercolonial 
Railway  would  pass,  I have  on  this  occa- 
sion endeavoured  to  divest  myself  of  local 
feeling,  and  give  my  support  to  the  only 
feasible  measure  for  railway  extension  that 
presents  itself  to  the  country  at  the  present  time. 
But  I hope  to  see  the  day  when  the  Province 
of  Nova  Scotia  will  be  connected  vHth  the  sister 
colonies  by  rail  way  lines,  and  as  anxious  as  I 
am  to  have  that  great  and  important  work  con- 
summated, I will  not  no  w stand  in  the  way  of 
extension  in  another  direction,  designed  as  it  is 
to  benefit  the  Country,  nor  do  aught  calculated 
to  impede  the  progress  of  the  times.  It  is  true 
that  the  contemplated  railway  extension  will 
absorb  a large  sum  of  money,  but  notwithstand- 
ing this  fact  there  is  no  reason  or.  cause  for 
alarm.  The  nature  and  course  of  passing 
events  are  calculated  to  inspire  the  people  of 
this  country  with  feelings  of  hope  in  respect  to 
the  future.  W thin  the  space  of  a few  years  we 
have  doubled  our  revenue,  and  yet  our  taxes  are 
as  low  as  in  any  other  portion  of  Her  Majesty’s 
dominions.  Works  of  internal  improvement  are 
yearly  progressing,  and  we  are  able,  without 
feeling  any  embarrassment,  to  pay  £60,000  a 
year  interest  on  our  railway  debt,  and  provide 
liberally  for  our  schools,  roads  and  bridges— as 
liberally,  or  more  handsomely,  than  any  one  of 
the  neighboring  Provinces  I will  say  to  hon. 
members,  that  on  occasions  like  the  presen', 
when  an  important  public  undertaking  is  presen- 
ted for  our  action,  it  is  our  duty  to  bury  our  local 
feelings  and  deal  with  the  question,  not  from  a 
sectional  stand  point,  but  on  broad  statesmanlike 
and  patriotic  grounds  If  I studied  private  inter- 
ests, and  allowed  them  to  influence  my  judg- 
ment, the  Government  would  not  be  linked 
together  as  they  are  upon  the  scheme  now  before 
the  House.  While  I belieye  that  a line  of  rail- 
way to  Pictou  will  prove  of  much  benefi  and 
advantage  to  the  interests  of  the  Province,  I 
cannot  view  the  paying  qualities  of  the  route  in 
so  bright  a light  as  does  my  hon.  friend  from 
Pictou  (Mr  Jas  McDonald.)  But  then  it  is  our 
duty  to  do  justice  to  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
Province,  because  it  has  claims  upon  the  public 
revenues.  Pictou  and  the  eastern  counties  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  revenue,  and  through  ope- 
rations in  coal  mines,  and  other  enterprizes  add 
materially  to  the  wealth  of  the  country  In  con- 
nection with  the  mining  interests  of  these  coun- 
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ties  a large  number  of  men  are  annually  em- 
ployed, and  no  inconsiderable  sum  is  yearly 
naid  in  the  shape  of  Royalty.  It  is  due  to  these 
counties,  rich  in  natural  wealth,  to  give  them  fa- 
cilities to  deveiope  their  resources, and  prosecute 
their  rapidly  expanding  trade.  These  important 
interests  entitle  them  to  the  consideration  ot 
the  Government  and  the  Legislature  ; and  in  this 
view  it  is  our  duty  to  bury  all  sectional 
prejudices,  and  extend  reasonable  aid  to  that 
country  which  has  for  m ny  years  contributed 
cO  largely  to  the  g neral  revenues  of  No  a Sco- 
tia. I will  say  to  hon.  members  who  represent 
the  western  districts  of  the  Province,  that  they 
have  no  reason  to  despair — the  east  will  never 
band  together  to  crush  the  west,  or  do  it  any 
injusti  e whatsoever  The  east  is  disposed  to 
deal  fairly,  uprightly,  and  honestly  by  the  west, 
and  at  no  distant  day  the  time  will  come  when 
the  revenues  of  the  country  will  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  give  the  west  the  means  of  rapid 
transit  to  the  capital  of  the  Province.  I find 
that  the  Sra'e  of  Maine  is  desirous  of  connecting 
by  rail  with  the  Provinces,  and  already  that 
State  has  passed  bills  authorizing  the  construe* 
tion  of  a railway  to  the  New  Brunswick  frontier- 
and  contemplates  granting  such  facilities  as  will 
ensure  the  extension  ot  he  road  to  the  city  of 
St.  John.  The  States  once  connected  with  St. 
John,  then  no  power  on  earth  can  prevent  the 
filling  up  of  that  link  requisite  to  communicate 
direct  with  Halifax.  In  providing  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  to  Pictou,  we  wiil  not,  I feel 
assured  so  involve  the  revenues  of  the  country 
as  to  preclude  the  possibility  or  practicability  of 
pr  oceeding  with  the  Intercolonial  road  when  the 
proper  time  arrives,  and  are  not  compropiising 
the  prospects  of  t at  important  work  by  supply- 
ing Pictou  with  the  means  of  communication 
with  the  capital  by  rail.  In  carrying  out  the 
p-ojeet  now  be  ore  the  Plouse,  we  will  not  mar 
i.„e  future  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the 
people  East  and  West  will  have  no  r ason  to 
regret  the  adoption  of  the  policy. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  TOBIN. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  as  it  was  evident  that 
both  sides  of  the  House  were  disposed  to  vote 
for  the  Government  measure  it  was  unnecessary 
to  labor  the  subject  any  further,  and  useless  for 
him  to  m*ke  any  extended  observations  upon 
the  bill  that  night.  He  would  say,  however,  in 
reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  some  hon.  mem- 
ber "who  had  preceded  him  that  in  moving  the 
resolution  last  session,  to  extend  the  Railway 
forthwith  to  Pictou,  he  did  so  in  ail  sincerity 
and  good  faith,  and  01  that  occasion  he  was 
surprised  and  utterly  astonished  at  the  action 
of  the  Pictou  members,  who  with  one  exception, 
( Mr.  James  McDonald)  voted  ag  inst  that 
motion.  The  subject  of  railway  extension  was 
now  about  exhausted,  and  there  remained  no- 
thing new  to  be  said  concerning  that  policy. 
He  had  observed  that  the  only  objection  some 
hon  memoers  had  to  voting  for  the  mea- 
sure under  .consideration,  was  that  the  Acts 
passed  last  session  with  reference  to  rail- 
ways, still  remained  on  the  Statute  Book. 
Now,  this  need  give  the  House  no  concern,  be- 
cause wh.n  in  committee  on  the  bill,  a clause 
could  be  introduced  to  repeal  the  legislation  of 


last  year,  and  thus  entirely  remove  the  objection 
urged  It  was,  he  believed,  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  repeal  the  acts  in  question.  It 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  go  into  the  ques- 
tion of  extension  to  Pictou,  and  endeavor  to 
prove  that  it  would  in  time  be  a paying  specula- 
tion, because  his  views  on  this  subject  were  al- 
ready well  known.  His  hon  friend  the  member 
for  Yarmouth  had  told  the  House  that  the  road 
would  never  pa}',  and  that  tor  ad  time  to  come 
it  would  be  a grievous  burthen  upon  the  resour- 
ces of  the  Province.  Now,  he  did  not  take  so  gloo, 
my  a view  of  the  question  as  this.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  coal  traffic  would  contribute 
to  the  revenue  of  the  line.  Coal  is  transported 
over  the  English  railv/ays  at  2i.  Id.  sterling  per 
ton  per  100  miles  ; and  in  the  United  States  at 
62^  cents  per  ton  per  100  miles.  He  did  not 
see  anything  in  the  circumstances  of  this  coun- 
try to  prevent  it  being  carried  at  a cost  ot  5s. 
per  ton  per  100  miles  over  the  Nova  Scotia 
railroads.  Again,  a railway  to  Pictou  would  cre- 
ate traffic,  and  give  an  impetus  to  trade  between 
the  two  sections.  Look  at  the  effect  our  existing 
railways  had  in  increasing  business,  and  mark 
how  their  receipts  were  an  ually  swelling  The 
country  had  benefitfced  from  both  the  Truro  and 
Windsor  road,  and  it  was  reasonable  to  antici- 
pate that  a larger  ratio  of  advantage  and  profit 
would  flow  from  a connection  with  the  waters 
of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  Before  the  line  to 
Windsor  was  built,  it  cost  about  $8  to  move 
a ton  ot  merchandiz  i from  Halifax  to  Windsor, 
and  three  full  days  were  occupied  in  the  transit. 
Now  it  was  but  the  work  ot  a few  hours,  at  a 
cost  of  $3 — or  a fsaving  of  §5  a ton.  Taking 
56,471  tons  (the  weight  carried  by  rail  last 
year)  t a fare  ot  $5  per  ton — the  difference  be- 
tween the  cost  by  rail  and  that  by  ordinary  con- 
veyance— we  find  a saving  of  $282,355  has  been 
effected.  There  are  many  advantages  flowing 
from  railway  construction* which  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  enumerate  ; therefore,  as  the  lion, 
and  learned  leader  of  the  opposition  is  going  to 
support  the  biii,  he  did  not  see  what  the  hon. 
member  for  Yarmouth  was  to  gain  by  delay. 

Mr.  Killam  said  he  wanted  to  see  the  esti- 
mates before  the  question  was  taken.  He  wisli- 
ed\o  learn  how  it  was  proposed  to  appropriate 
the  revenues  of  the  country. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec  said  the  hon.  gentleman  for 
Yarmouth  need  not  be  uneasy  about  the  state 
of  the  Finances.  He  would  inform  that  hon. 
member  that  the  Province  was  in  a better  posi- 
tion by  $5000  than  when  the  Receiver  General’s 
accounts  were  submitted  to  the  House  a lew 
days  ago 

Mr.  Killam  said  it  was  unfair  to  press  a divi- 
sion ua'til  atter  the  Committee  on  Public  Ac- 
counts had  reported  and  the  F.n  See’y.  had  sub- 
mitted the  estimates.  There  was  plenty  of  other 
business  to  engage  the  House  until  the  estimates 
were  ready.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
not  press  this  question  until  they  had  shown  the 
House  the  exact  financial  condition  of  the  coun- 
try. It  was  unjust  to  force  the  House  to  vote 
for  a project  involving  an  annual  expenditure  of 
£25000  in  the  dark.  It  there  had  been  conces- 
sions made  to  the  West,  let  the  House  know 
what  nature  they  were. 
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The  hon.  gentleman  moved  a resolution,  to 
the  effect  that  the  debate  be  postponed  until 
such  time  as  the  committee  of  Public  Accounts 
have  reported  and  the  estimates  have  been  sub- 
mitted. 

SPEECn  OF  DR  HAMILTON. 

Dr.  Hamilton  said  that  as  the  passage  of  the 
bill  before  the  House  appeared  to  be  a foregone 
conclusion,  no  advantage  was  to  be  gained  by 
delay.  It  would  seem  that  the  Government, 
and  the  leader  of  the  Oppositiop  were  determin- 
ed to  carry  the  measure  triumphantly  through, 
and  any  arguments  he  could,  as  a western 
member,  bring  to  bear  against  the  bill,  if  disposed 
to  do  so,  would  not  stay  its  progress,  and  there- 
fore it  was  ot  necessary  that  he  should  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  in  making  a long  speech. 
He  would  content  himself  with  making  a few 
observations  with  reference  to  the  subject.  It 
was  true  he  might  make  a speech  and  go  at 
length  into  the  history  and  progress  of  railways, 
and  dilate  upon  the  expensive  delegations  that 
had  been  sent  from  this  Province  to  Canada 
upon  the  subject,  and  comment  upon  the 
results  attending  them,  but  he  would  forbear 
doing  so.  He  might  also  say  a good  deal  upon 
the  political  aspect  of  former  railway  negotia- 
tions, and  show  up  the  instances  in  which  poli- 
ticians had  put  the  country  in  a false  position 
with  respect  o this  question,  but  he  would  not 
detain  the  House  by  so  doing  at  that  late  hour 
ol  the  evening.  It  had  beeu  declared  in  that 
House  before  the  construction  of  railways  was 
commenced  in  the  Province,  that  the  country 
would  run  no  risk  in  building  railways,  because 
they  would  pay  for  themselves,  and  that  decla- 
ration, and  others  of  a like  nature,  deceived  the 
people,  and  they  returned  a majority  of  mem- 
bers pledged  to  railway  construction,  who  came 
into  the  Legislature  railway  mad,  and  establish- 
ed the  policy  of' building  rai  roads  by  Govern- 
ment with  borrowed  money,  and  thereby  had 
committed  the  country  to  that  principle,  and 
among  these  were  the  members  for  Shelburne. 

It  this  railway  to  Pictou  was  a hobby  with  the 
members  of  the  House,  he  felt  disposed  to  let 
them  construct  the  line  to  Pictou,  provided  they 
would  fulfil  the  promises  made  to  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  fertile  valleys  pf  the  West.  There 
was,  he  would  admit,  g od  ground  for  argument 
in  favor  of  railway  extension  to  Pictou,  because 
that  section  of  the  Province  was  debarred  from 
the  privilege  of  water  communication  -Hth  other 
sections  at  a certain  season  of  the  year.  Nova 
Scotia  was  more  highly  favored  with  facilities 
for  transit  by  water  than  any  other  country  in 
the  world.  He  did  not  think  there  was  a coun- 
try of  the  extent  of  this  Province  on  the  face  of 
the  globe  so  favorably  situated  with  resptct  to 
water  communication  as  this  country,  particu- 
larly as  regards  its  western  section.  The  harbors 
of  the  western  section  were  open  almost  all  of 
the  year,  but  with  Pictou  that  was  not  the  case. 
For  three  or  four  months  in  winter  that  harbor 
was  closed  to  navigation,  and  the  people  debar- 
red from  the  privilege  of  water  communication. 
He  sincerely  believed  that  if  the  railway  was  ex- 
tended to  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  the  benefits  of 
such  connection  would  be  felt  throughout  the 
entire  province.  He  would  not  for  one  moment 


keep  out  of  sight  the  interest  and  claims  of  th 
west,  but  situated  as  that  portion  of  the  provioe 
was,  and  in  view  of  the  consideration  they  ex- 
pected to  receive  from  the  Government  and  the 
Legislature,  the  Western  members,  with  gene- 
rosity would  say  to  the  Pictou  members,  ‘‘you 
may  have  the  road,  you  may  ride  your  hobby, 
but  be  careful  and  ride  it  economically. ” To 
carry  out  this  work,  the  Government  might 
float  a certain  amount  of  paper,  and  thereby 
save  the  annual  payment  of  a very  considerable 
sum  of  interest.  He  was  glad  to  learn  that  ot 
this  sum  it  was  intended  to  borrow  as  large  an 
amount  as  possible  if  it  could  be  procured  from 
capitalists  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  this  was  a fea- 
ture in  the  arrangement  of  which  he  highly  ap- 
proved, because  then  the  interest  paid  would  be 
retained  in  the  Province.  With  reference  to 
the  Intercolonial  Railway  scheme  of  1863  before 
the  House,  of  which  so  much  had  been  said 
both  n the  House  and  out  of  it,  he  would  state 
that  from  its  first  inception  he  had  regarded  it 
as  a crazy  scheme,  and  considered  that  the  le- 
gislation concerning  it  was  one  of  the  most  ab 
surd  acts  that  was  ever  placed  upon  the  statute 
books  of  the  country  by  a set  ot  sane  men.  He 
would  ask  which  one  of  the  three  Provinces 
would  be  most  benefitted  by  3uch  a line,  and 
whether  the  situation  of  Nova  Scotia  was  such 
as  to  justify  her  in  assuming  3^-  twelfths  of  the 
cost  of  such  a road.  Did  Nova  Scotia  stand  in 
need  ot  an  Intercolonial  line  as  much  as  the 
other  two  provinces  1 He  would  say  no.  Nova 
Scotia  was  so  situated  with  respect  to  water 
communication  that  she  did  not  require  such  a 
road,  and  therefore  had  not  the  same  extent  of 
pecuniary  interest  in  its  construction  that  Canada 
and  New  Brunswick  had.  In  winter  the  Ports 
on  the  Northern  shore  of  New  Brunswick  were 
closed  by  ice,  and  in  Canada  the  waters  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  were  frozen  over,  and  therefore  it 
was  these  Provinces  that  would  derive  the  bene- 
fit from  an  Intercolonial  road,  and  not  Nova 
Scotia.  Therefore  it  was  that  he  thought  it 
preposterous  to  entertaia  an  arrangement  bind- 
ing Nova  Scotia  to  the  assumptio  ■ of  so  large 
a proportion  of  the  cost  of  a road  for  the  accom- 
modation and  benefit  of  Canada  and  New 
Brunswick. 

Then  again  the  portion  of  the  cost  of  that  road 
1 it  was  proposed  to  fix  upon  Nova  Scotia  was 
altogether  disproportionate.  Where,  he  would 
ask,  was  the  justice  and  consistency  in  requiring 
Nova  Scotia,  with  a population  of  but  iittle  more 
than  300,000,  to  assume  3|  twelfths  of  the  eo3t 
of  a work  for  the  benefit  of  Canada  a <d  New 
Brunswick,  with  a united  population  of  upwards 
of  two  millions  and  three  quarters?  There 
was  none  whatever.  It  was  a preposterous — it 
was  a suicidal  arrangement,  and  he  would  freely 
vote  to  remove  that  absurd  piece  of  legislation 
from  the  statute  book  of  Nova  Scotia.  As  he  be- 
fore observed,  he  would  not  enter  into  the  histo- 
ry of  railway  delegations  and  railway  agitations 
that  marked  the  records  of  the  past,  because 
with  that  subject  the  people  were  familiar  ; but 
he  would  merely  remark  that  after  all  the  efforts 
that  had  been  made  to  extend  railways  in  this 
Province,  they  could  only  boast — if  it  were  a sub- 
ject to  justify  boast — of  two  short  lines,  one  from 
Halifax  to  Truro,  and  one  from  the  junction  to 
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Windsor.  It  was  strange  that  all  the  efforta  that 
had  from  time  to  time  been  put  forth  had  not  re- 
sulted in  some  more  extens  ve  accomplishment, 
but  after  nil,  perhaps,  not  so  strange  when  the 
force  and  position  of  changing  political  circum- 
stances, were  taken  into  account.  In  this 
Province  the  railway  question  had  been  a 
stalking  horse  upon  which  some  politici- 
ans rode  into  power  and  others  out  of  power. 
There  had  been  so  many  different  schemes  be- 
fore the  country  that  t e people  had  at  last  be 
gan  to  look  with  distrust  upon  all  railway  propo- 
sitions Some  members  had  advocated  a line  to 
Pictou,  another  chose  a road  to  Annapolis,  and 
others  in  other  directions,  but  it  was  plain  they 
could  not  extend  lines  to  all  quarters  With  re- 
gard to  the  paying  qualities,  he  was  not  so  san- 
guine as  some  members  who  had  spoken  on  the 
subject  He  did  not  believe  that  railways 
would  ever  pay  in  a country  with  a small 
population  no  matter  how  wealthy  such  coun- 
try might  be  in  resources.  He  had  heard  argu- 
ments adduced  in  support  of  the  assumption  that 
railways  increased  the  population  of  any  country 
they  traversed,  but  from  this  doctrine  he  must 
dissent.  According  to  the  theory  he  held,  there 
were  but  two  distinct  means  of  increasing  popu- 
lation, Damely,  through  natural  causes  and  im- 
migration, and  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  railways 
per  se  would  populate  a country.  They  had 
had  railways  in  this  Province  for  a number  of 
years  but  they  had  not  bad  the  effect  of  enlarg- 
ing the  ratio  of  increase  of  population ; it  was 
true  that  where  railroads  passed  through  fertile 
land  a few  would  be  induced  to  settle  along  the 
1 ne  a3  Farmers,  but  he  thought  the  House 
would  agree  with  him  that  it  would  be  a long 
time  before  the  land  along  the  line  to  Windsor 
would  be  dotted  with  the  cottages  of  settlers. 
But  he  would  bring  his  remarks  to  a 
close  by  observing  that  the  Railway  policy 
was  about  settled  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  as  he  sawr 
the  majority  was  for  the  scheme,  he  ould  not 
give  an  adverse  vote  on  the  question,  he  would 
go  with  the  majority  and  support  the  bill.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  being  so  handsomely  sus- 
tained on  this  question,  the  Government  would 
not  forget  what  was  due  to  the  west,  but  would 
as  soon  as  possible  extend  the  railway  westward 
through  tli  fertile  valley  of  that  district,  where 
th  way  traffic  would  be  immense,  an  i where 
there  was  a prospect  of  a railroad  paying  He 
believed  most  sincerely  that  a r ilway  from  the 
Basin  of  Minas  to  the  Valley  of  Annapolis 
would  pay  a handsome  p r centage  on  the 
amount  it  would  cost  to  construct  it,  aDd  he 
hoped  sooner  or  later  to  see  a line  stretching 
over  the  extent  of  ground  between  these  two 
points. 

The  House  adjourned  till  next  day  at  eleven 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  March  12. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

The  debate  on  the  Pictou  Railway  was  ad- 
journed over  until  Monday,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  KiUam. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  presented  the 
petition  of  Mr.  Densmore  in  the  county  of  Hants, 
on  the  subject  ot  agriculture,  in  connection  with 
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the  failure  of  the  potatoe.  The  bon.  gentleman 
expressed  his  opinion  that  the  petition  demands 
ed  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture. 

Mr.  Ann  and  presented  a petition  from  Mar- 
hone  Bay,  relative  to  a change  of  Post  Ride  in 
Lunenburgh. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  Spring  Hill  Mining 
Company  was  read  a second  time. 

Mr.  Chcrchill  stated  that  in  expressing  his 
opinions  a few  days  ago  on  the  Usury  Law,  he 
did  not  mean  to  convey  the  meaning  that  the 
present  law  was  a blot  on  the  statute  law.  Hie 
views  were  identical  with  those  of  the  Attorney 
General  on  the  subject. 

BILL  RELATING  TO  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tobin,  the  Bill  introduced 
by  him  relating  to  the  Fire  Insurance  Compa- 
nies, not  incorporated  in  this  Province,  was  read. 
It  requires  foreign  companies  doing  business  in- 
this  country  to  invest  a certain  amount  of  capi- 
tal in  this  Province  as  security  for  the  payment 
of  losses  they  may  sustain. 

Mr.  Blanchard  suggested  that  as  this  was 
an  important  measure,  it  would  be  advisable  to 
refer  it  to  a select  committee  in  order  to  obtain 
in  for  ; ation  respecting  its  probable  operation  and 
ultimate  effect.  He  feared  it  might  result  in 
driving  respectable  foreign  companies,  who  had 
always  met  their  losses  promptly,  out  of  the 
Province.  If  ifc  were  likely  to  have  that  effect, 
he  should  oppose  it,  but  if  not,  he  might  possi- 
bly support  it. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  it  was  a copy  of  the  Cana- 
dian act,  and  in  that  Province  that  law  had 
been  deemed  necessary  to  prevent  worthless 
companies  from  abroad  from  taking  risks 
without  having  the  means  necessary  to 
meet  their  losses.  Some  of  the  agents  of  foreign 
companies  doing  business  in  the  city  of 
Halifax,  had  expressed  themselves  in  favour  of 
the  proposed  measure,  and  others  wished  to  bo 
afforded  time  to  communicate  with  the  head  offi- 
cer, to  ascertain  whether  the  directors  would 
consent  to  make  the  investments  required  by 
the  bill.  He  did  not  propose  that  the  bill  should 
go  into  operation  immediately  after  passing,  buk 
was  willing  to  fix  the  date  of  its  becoming  law  in 
October  next.  In  Canada,  a like  act  had  driven 
out  many  insecure  companies,  and  we  did  not 
know  how  soon  Nova  Scotia  might  be  flooded 
with  bogus  insurance  offices. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  this  bill  would  effec1  the  en~ 
tir  Insurance  interest  of  the  Province,  and  it 
was  unfair  to  introduce  a bill  of  this  nature 
before  the  agents  had  conferred  with  the  officer 
they  represented,  to  ascertain  how  it  would  be 
regarded  by  the  directors  of  such  offices.  They 
now  could  not  tell  whether  foreign  companies 
operating  in  this  country  would  consent  to  make 
the  investments  required  by  this  bill,  or  not. 
He  thought  this  bill  ought  to  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  agents  of  Foreign  Companies  for 
inspection,  long  ago  Even  a postponement  of 
operation  until  October  next  would  not  remove 
the  objections  he  had  to  it,  and  it  was  not  fair  to 
the  insurance  interest  of  this  country  to  press 
such  a measure  at  the  present  time.  He  would 
move  that  it  be  read  this  day  three  months. 


122 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


Mr.  Miller  laid  it  was  admitted  that  all  the 
Foreign  offices  doing  business  in  this  city  vrers 
respectable  and  solvent,  and  wherefore  then 
was  the  necessity  of  a measure  of  this  nature  ? 
Why  legislate  in  anticipation  of  what  might 
never  occur  ? It  was  time  enough  to  pass  an 
act  of  this  character  when  it  was  found  that  the 
existing  system  was  fraught  with  any  evils. 
To  pass  the  bill  might  possibly  have  the  effect 
of  driving  away  the  best  foreign  offices  doing 
business  in  the  city,  a result  certainly  not 
to  be  desired.  Now  let  us  suppose  these  offices 
closed  and  all  property  risks  taken  by  local  com- 
panies, what  would  be  the  result  in  case  a disas- 
trous fire  occurred  ? Why,  the  local  offices 
would  not  be  able  to  meet  the  losses  sustained, 
and  as  a consequence  the  insurers  would  suffer. 
Again,  were  the  English  and  American  houses 
to  close  business  here,  the  result  would  be  to 
place  insurers  at  the  mercy  of  the  capitalists  of 
Halifax,  who  had  plenty  of  money  but  little  en- 
terprise. 

At  present  there  was  nothing  to  complain  of— 
premiums  were  low  enough,  and  as  they  were 
secure  now,  there  was  no  necessity  to  disturb 
the  operation  of  the  existing  state  of  things.  It 
would  be  a great  misfortune  to  the  country  to 
drive  away  the  foreign  companies. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  he  should  oppose  the  bill 
on  the  ground  that  the  foreign  companies  opera- 
ting here  had  always  promptly  met  their  losses, 
and  sustained  an  honourable  character  with 
respect  to  their  dealing  with  the  public.  There 
was  no  necessity  for  a measure  of  this  kind, 
neither  was  it  likely  there  would  be  for  a long 
time  to  come. 

With  the  view  of  showing  that  the  foreign  offi- 
ces doing  business  in  this  Province  had  always 
promptly  paid  their  losses,  which  in  some  instan- 
ces had  been  exceedingly  heavy,  and  that  for 
many  years  nearly  all  the  losses  of  insured  pro- 
perty had  been  sustained  and  paid  by  foreign 
offices,  the  bon  member  stated  that  at  the  fire 
of  January,  1857,  when  St.  Matthew’s  Church 
was  burned,  the  losses  paid  by  Insurance  Com- 
panies were  £10,000,  ever  two  thirds  of  which 
were  met  by  foreign  offices.  At  the  great  fire 
in  Granville  street  in  1859  the  amount  paid  ex- 
ceeded £120,000,  of  which  amount  only  £8,000 
were  paid  by  a local  company — the  Halifax — 
the  rest  being  borne  by  the  different  English 
and  American  companies  represented  in  Hali- 
fax. At  the  heavy  fire  of  1861,  whici  destroy- 
ed Hare’s  Building,  the  block  oppo  ite,  and  a por- 
tion of  the  next  block  south,  the  losses  sustained 
by  the  Insurance  Companies  amounted  to  over 
£50,000.  Of  this  sum  about  £7000  were  paid  by 
the  Halifax  Company,  £3000  by  a London 
Company-^-the  only  English  Comp'y  interested — 
and  the  balance  by  the  various  American  com- 
panies doing  business  in  Halifax.  At  Doran’s 
fire  in  December,  1861,  £3000  were  paid  by 
loreign  companies,  and  only  £400  by  the  local 
company.  At  Mitchell’s  Foundry  fire,  at  Fresh 
Water,  £5000  were  paid  wholly  by  American 
offices,  as  was  also  £2000  at  Stanford’s  Tannery 
fire,  Dartmouth.  Bt  sides  the  various  losses  he 
bad  enumerated,  numerous  single  losses  had 
been  paid  in  Halifax  and  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince, amounting  to  thou  ands  of  pounds,  and 
jprmci^ally,  if  not  altogether,  by  English  and 


American  companies.  The  total  amount  that 
bad  been  paid  by  English  and  American  compa- 
nies as  losses  sustained  by  the  fires  he  had  men- 
tioned, was  no  less  than  £170,600. 

It  was  plain,  then,  that  there  need  be  no  ap- 
prehension about  the  solvency  of  the  foreign 
companies  opera  ing  in  this  Province  ; he  had 
the  utmost  confidence  in  their  pecuniary  stand- 
ing and  the  integrity  of  their  directors,  and  by 
passing  this  bill  they  might  drive  away  these 
companies,  and  the  result  would  be  that  the 
whole  insurance  interest  of  the  country  would 
be  plased  in  the  hands  of  a few  of  the  capitalists 
of  Halifax.  He  would  second  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Halifax,  (Mr.  Pryor)  which 
he  hoped  would  be  carried. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  the  chief  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  protect  the  community  against  loss 
through  the  operations  of  unstable  companies 
by  compelling  all  foreign  ones  to  invest  a certain 
amount  of  money  in  the  country  as  security 
for  the  payment  of  losses.  Such  a law  would 
prevent  bogus  companies  from  commencing 
business  m the  Province.  There  were  a few 
English  and  American  offices  doing  business  in 
the  city,  and  they  had  always  promptly  paid 
their  losses,  and  he  was  of  opinion  they  would 
accede  to  the  requirements  of  this  bill  without 
demur.  Since  the  war  had  broke  out  in  the 
States  some  of  the  branches  of  American  com- 
panies had  been  withdrawn  from  this  Province, 
and  he  wished  to  prevent  bogus  companies 
coming  to  take  their  place.  His  object  was  not 
to  drive  away  English  companies,  and  solid 
American  companies,  but  simply  to  protect  the 
community  against  imposition  and  loss 

Mr.  Archibald'^  d that  as  a rule  the  foreign 
companies  doing  business  here  were  of  the  high- 
est character  and  respectability,  and  it  would  be 
undesirable  to  pass  any  law  that  would  have  the 
effect  of  causing  them  to  withdraw  from  the 
Province.  It  would  be  unfortunate  that  the 
capitalists  of  Halifax  should  assume  the  risk  of 
the  entire  property  of  Halifax,  because  iu  such 
a case  the  consequence  of  a destructive  fire 
would  be  disastrous  in  the  extreme.  It  would 
be  UDjust  to  pass  thi  bill  without  forewarning 
the  foreign  companies  operating  here.  He 
would  suggest  that  it  be  referred  to  a select 
Committee  to  consider  and  report  upon. 

Mr.  Tobin  had  no  objection  to  refer  the  bill 
to  a select  committee,  and  moved  that  it  be  so 
referred.  t 

Mr.  Pkyor  withdrew  his  resolution- 

Hon.  Sol.  General  said  the  interests  of  the 
companies  now  doing  business  here,  as  well  as 
of  those  who  might  in  future  operate  in  this 
Province,  were  effected  by  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  He  did  not  think  there  was  any  danger  to 
be  apprehen  led  from  the  operations  of  foreign 
companies  in  this  Province.  We  legisla  ed  for  ( 
the  protection  of  our  people,  and  so  they  did  in 
England  and  the  United  States,  and  in  neither 
country  could  any  insurance  company  go  into 
operat  on  until  they  had  satisfied  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  respecting  eapital.  He  would 
oopose  this  bill,  because  it  was  calculated  to 
prevent  sound  foreign  companies  from  establish- 
ing branches  here.  They  should  not  trammel 
business  and  enterprise  by  any  useless  and  vex- 
atious restrictions,  and  the  sooner  they  removed 
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the  double-liability  clause  from  the  general  In- 
corporation Act,  the  better  for  the  interest  of  the 
country.  It  had  the  effect  of  preventing  capital 
from  being  brought  into  the  Province. 

Mr.  Bourinot  thought  they  had  better  not 
refer  the  bill  to  a Committee,  but  dispose  of  it 
at  once  by  voting  for  postponing  its  further  con- 
sideratioh  for  three  months. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  said  that  there  were  a 
few  good  local  offices  in  the  ci*y  of  Halifax,  but 
one  extensive  fire  would  sweep  out  of  existence 
all  the  capital  they  possessed.  It  would  not  be 
desirable  to  drive  away  the  offices  that  had  been 
the  means  of  building  up  the  city.  The  Banks 
aud  Insurance  Companies  doing  business  in  Ha- 
lifax were  a credit  to  the  city,  and  they  should 
Let  well  enough  alone.  There  was  nothing,  he 
thought,  to  fear  from  the  foreign  offices  doing 
business  here,  and  they  should  wait  until  they 
heard  some  mutterings  of  danger  in  the  distance, 
before  they  adopted  legislation  calculated  to 
drive  the  branches  of  these  Institutions  from  the 
country. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  said  there  were  instances 
in  which  foreign  companies  had  taken  advantage 
ot  their  position  to  withhold  payment  ot  losses 
they  had  sustained,  aud  he  referred  to  a case 
wherein  the  agency  of  an  American  company 
not  long  since  refused  to  pay  a claim,  and  the 
person  interested  was  compelled  to  carry  his 
case  to  the  Head  Office  at  New  York,  and  at 
last  was  obliged  to  accept  the  terms  the  Direct- 
ors offered  which  were  largely  dis  dvantagous 
to  the  person  whose  property  had  been  insured. 
There  was,  he  said,  another  instance  in  which 
an  American  company  had  acted  in  the  same 
manner ; they  had  no  funds  here,  and  the  Head 
offices  refused  to  pay  the  full  amount  the  person 
insured  was  entitled  to.  He  viewed  the  bill 
with  favor.  As  long  as  American  companies 
were  prosperous  here  they  would  remain  and 
probably  pay  all  losses,  but  so  soon  as  adverse 
circumstances  overtake  them  they  might  quit 
the  country  and  disregard  their  position  towards 
the  insured.  The  people  ought  to  be  protected, 
and  this  bill,  he  thought,  asked  for  nothing  more 
than  was  reasonable  and  just,  and  consistent 
with  public  safety.  w 

Mr.  Jas  McDonald  said  the  history  of  In- 
surance Companies  operating  in  this  Province 
did  not  jqstify  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the 
Hon.  Atty.  General.  The  foreign  offices  had, 
as  a rule  always  paid  promptly,  and  foreign 
companies  had  paid  nearly £120,000  of  losses  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  the  Granville  street 
fire,  and  this  fact  was  an  ahswer  to  one  hundred 
cases  of  dereliction  such  as  had  been  referred 
to  by  the  Hon.  Atty.  General.  The  foreign 
offices  now  doing  business  here  were  all  sound, 
as  long  since  the  sagacity  of  trade  had  driven 
all  bogus  offices  out,  and  when  the  day  of  trial 
came  they  found  all  remaining  to  be  solvent  and 
secure 

Dr.  Hamilton  observed  that  the  more  the 
bill  was  discused  the  darker  it  became, 
and  he  thought  the  sooner  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  throw  some  light  upon  it  the 
better. 

It  was  then  agreed  to  ref  r the  bill  to  a Com- 
mittee. 


BILLS. 

Hon1  Sol.  Genl.  presented  & petition  from  an 
aged  teacher  in  Antigonish  for  a free  grant  of 
land. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  introduced  a bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Albion  Mines  Union  Association. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  introduced  a bill  to  In- 
corporate a number  of  Americans,  of  whom 
John  Jacob  As  or  was  one,  into  an  association 
to  be  called  the  International  coal  and  railway 
company.  He  explained  that  the  sphere  of  the 
company’s  operations  would  lay  on  the  coal  re- 
gion between  Lingan  and  Glace  Bay  in  the 
county  of  Cape  Breton.  They  not  only  desir- 
ed power  to  open  coal  mines  but  to  lay  down 
rails  and  effect  other  works  of  large  magnitude. 
The  bill  sought  to  rectify  the  legislation  of  this 
country  which  requires  adherence  to  the  double 
liability  principle  with  respect  to  corporate 
bodies.  He  thought  it  would  be  to  the  interest 
of  the  country  to  relax  tha'  principle. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  doubted  the  policy  of  per- 
mitting foreigners  who  might  at  no  distant  day 
be  enemies  ot  the  Empire  of  which  we  form  a. 
part,  to  possess  themselves  of  the  sinews  of  war 
fr  m this  Province,  and  which  might  f ossibly 
at  some  future  time  be  used  against  us.  He  was 
well  pleased  to  observe  ^igns  of  enterprise  and 
progress  as  evidenced  by  the  number  of  appli- 
cations for  acts  ot  incorporation,  and  he  had  no 
objection  to  Americans  working  our  gold  fields, 
but  was  opposed  to  allowing  foreigners  to  ex- 
haust our  coal  mines. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  raid  the  hon.  member  for 
Guysboro  had  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  mo- 
ment war  takes  place  between  England  and  the 
States  the  citizens  of  the  latter  residing  in  this 
Province  become  alien  enemies  and  could  have 
lo  rights  here. 

Mr  Bourinot  said  it  was  gratifying  to  find 
men  of  capital  coming  from  the  States  to  open 
our  coal  fields.  Had  the  country  depended  oa 
native  capital  to  explore  and  open  the  < oal  mines 
of  Cape  Breton  they  would  have  not  been  devel- 
oped yet.  He  hoped  there  would  be  no  restric- 
tions placed  in  the  way  of  the  introduction  of 
America  i capital  in  this  Province. 

Considerable  discussion  ensued  concerning 
the  double-liablity  principle,  the  arguments  of 
those  who  spoke  being  against  its  continuance. 
The  subject  then  dropped. 

DALHOUSIE  COLLEOB  ETC. 

Hon  Prov  Sec  laid  upon  the  table  the  re- 
turns of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  Dalhousie 
College,  also  a document  showing  the  number 
of  students  in  the  Institution,  their  names,  ages, 
and  places  of  abode,  asked  for  some  time  since 
by  the  hon  member  for  Annapolis,  ( Mr.  Long- 
ley).  From  this  return  it  appears  that  there  are 
forty  students  taking  the  whole  course  of  study, 
and  iwenty  taking  the  partial  course.  Mr 
Longley  had  asked,  continued  the  Prov  Se^ 
for  a return  of  the  religious  belief  of  each  atu- 
dent,  but  he  had  received  a letter  trom  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  College  stating  that  the  Principal 
never  asked  what  was  the  religious  belief  of 
any  student,  as  it  was  not  the  course  generally 
pursued  in  Collegiate  Institutions.  The-  Secre- 
tary of  the  College  stated,  however,  that  if  the 
Government  and  House  desired  the  information 


124 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES1 


it  could  and  would  be  obtained,  but  he  did  not 
approve  of  interrogating  the  students  on  such 
subjects. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  said  that  he  observed  that  an 
error  had  crept  in  the  report  of  his  remarks  on 
the  Education  bill  He  was  represented  as  hav- 
ing said  that  the  college  of  Francis  Xavier  at 
Amtigoni8h  was  purely  a Theological  Institu- 
tion. What  he  did  say  on  that  occasion  was 
that  St.  Francis  Xavier  was  similar  to  the 
Acadia  College  at  Horton,  in  which  Theology 
is  taught  in  one  part  and  secular  instruction  im- 
parted in  another. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  observed  that  tf'e  re- 
porters had  mistaken  some  remarks  he  made  on 
the  interest  question  discussed  a few  days  since. 
He  was  made  to  say  that  “ they  had  better  re- 
tain the  existing  law,”  when  what  he  did  say 
was  that  he  was  in  favor  of  altering  the  law  so 
as  to  make  it  the  interest  of  capitalists  to  invest 
their  means  in  this  country. 


Monday,  March  14th. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  J.  McDonald  introduced  a bill  relating  to 
Highway  Labor  in  Pictou. 

Mr.  Allison  presented  a petition  from  Queens 
County  on  the  subject  cf  Dalhousie  College. 

Mr.  Killam  introduced  a bill  to  incorporate  the 
Yarmouth  Seminary. 

Mr.  Kadlback  moved  that  the  bill  to  repeal 
Chap.  62  of  the  Acts  of  1863,  relating  to  the 
Township  of  Chester,  be  read  a second  time, — and 
together  with  the  petitions  on  the  same  subject  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  private  bill*. 

explanation. 

Hon.  Sol,  Genl.  regretted  having  been  absent 
©a  Saturday  when  the  bon.  Pro.  Secretary  drew 
attention  to  the  report  of  the  remarks  made  by 
himself  and  that  hon.  gentleman  in  the  debate  on 
the  Educational  Bill,  in  reference  to  the  College  of 
8t.  Francis  Xavier  at  Antigonishe,  and  it  was  only 
within  the  last  hour  that  he  had  seen  the  paper 
to  which  he  referred. 


planation  just  given  by  the  Sol.  General,  he  com- 
plained that  the  remarks  he  had  made  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  grant  to  the  Antigonishe  College  had 
not  been  fairly  reported.  He  (Mr.  M.)  agreed 
with  him,  that  perhaps  they  were  not,  but  instead 
of  complaining  he  thought  that  hon.  gentleman 
ought  to  be  grateful  to  the  reporter  for  omitting  a 
portion  of  what  he  had  said  instead  of  visiting 
him  with  censure.  It  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House,  and  he  would  appeal  to  hon. 
members  to  say  if  his  statement  was  not  correct — 
that  when  the  question  of  the  grant  to  the  Aca- 
demy at  Antigonishe  came  up,  the  Sol.  General 
based  the  right  of  the  Protestant  portion  of  the 
community  to  the  grant  upon  the  exclusively  de- 
nominational character  of  the  College  of  St. 
Francis  Xavier  He  had  no  desire  to  misrepre- 
sent him,  and  if  the  Sol.  Genl.  did  not  mean  to 
say  so,  he  wouid  accept  the  explanation,  but  he 
thought  that  the  House  would  agree  with  him 
that  he  did  say  so.  When  that  argument  was 
used  as  a ground  for  giving  the  grant,  he  (Mr. 
M.)  at  once  stated  that  the  college  at  Antigonishe 
was  not  of  the  character  alluded  to  by  the  Sol. 
General.  (The  hon.  gentleman  then  read  his  re- 
marks from  the  official  report.)  Why  was  it  that 
he  used  this  style  of  argument  ? Was  it  not  in 
defence  of  the  institution  against  the  attack  of  the 
hon.  Sol.  General  ; and  because  it  had  been  assail- 
ed by  him  ? He  was  not  aware  at  the  time  the  de- 
bate occurred,  but  he  had  since  learned  that  not 
only  was  the  college  not  of  a denominational  cha- 
racter, but  there  had  been  no  Theological  chair  in 
it  for  the  last  two  years.  During  the  discussion 
that  took  place  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  he  had 
•tated  that  he  would  insist— -if  this  grant  was  gi- 
ven to  Antigonishe— that  a similar  one  should  be 
given  to  Arichat,  as  the  former  had  no  greater 
claims  to  favor  than  the  latter,  both  being  in 
the  same  position.  What  did  the  Sol.  Genl.  say 
then? — (and  he  thought  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
again  had  reason  to  thank  the  reporter  for  not 
giving  him  here  at  all) — although  the  bill  had  so 
lately  invested  him  with  the  character  of  a Judge 
as  one  of  the  council  of  public  instruction,  he 
thought  proper  to  indulge  in  a threat  as  improper 


Casket  that  both  he  and  the  Prov.  Secretary  were 
charged  with  having  characterized  the  College  at 
Antigonishe  as  a Theological  Institution,  confined 
to  one  denomination,  and  in  fact  closed  to  all 
others.  He  could  not  understand  where  the  re- 
port came  from,  for  in  looking  over  the  short 
©fficial  report  of  his  observations,  he  found  that  it 
did  not  justify  the  remarks  of  the  Casket.  The 
remarks  he  had  made  could  not  convey  the  mean- 
ing that  the  character  of  the  Institution  was  ex- 
clusive—for  he  could  not  truthfully  say  that,  when 
to  his  knowledge  Protestants  had  taken  advan- 
tage of  it ; but  what  he  did  say  was,  that  owing 
to  the  prejudices  of  the  Protestant  community 
itself  the  Institution  was  practically  closed  against 
them.  He  felt  it  due  to  the  Institution  and  to 
himself  that  he  should  make  this  explanation. 

Mr.  Miller  rose  to  speak,  the  hon.  Speaker  said 
there  was  no  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Miller  would  conclude  with  a motion  if 
that  was  necessary,  but  he  thought  there  was  just 
M much  question  now  as  when  the  Sol.  General 
addressed  the  House.  If  he  understood  the  ex- 


would withdraw  the  grant  from  the  Arichat  in- 
stitution, because  of  its  denominational  character. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  hon.  Sol.  Genl.  setting 
himself  right,  but  when  he  made  a charge  of  the 
character  referred  to  so  utterly  unfounded  against 
two  institutions,  he  thought  it  was  going  rather 
too  far. 

In  order  to  bring  himself  within  the  rules  of 
the  House,  he  should  conclude  with  a motion  that 
the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Railway  be  resumed. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  said  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  better  make  some  other  motion,  as  that 
subject  happened  to  be  in  his  charge.  He  would 
advise  him  to  select  some  other  subject  for  his 
stalking  horse  than  one  which  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Miller  did  not  think  he  deserved  to  reoeive 
such  harsh  language  at  the  hands  of  the  Attorney 
General.  It  was  conduct  too  often  attempted  by 
some  members  of  that  House,  and  which  they 
should  not  be  permitted  to  indulge  in.  He  would 
ask  the  young  members  of  the  House  whether  it 
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vu  not  the  constant  practice  with  certain  parties 
whenever  a young  man  who  had  the  manliness  to 
differ  from  some  hon.  gentlemen  rose  to  address 
the  House,  to  snub  him  and  endeavor  to  put  him 
down, — and  he  would  appeal  to  them  whether 
they  would  submit  to  this  treatment  any  longer. 
He  had  the  pleasure  of  spending  a short  time  in 
Canada,  last  summer,  and  had  been  present  on 
several  occasions  in  the  House  of  Parliament  there 
and  had  listened  to  the  debates,  and  he  would 
venture  to  say  that  there  was  more  of  this  kind 
of  language  used  to  yoong  members  in  this  House 
in  a week,  than  would  occur  there  in  a whole  ses- 
sion. To  say  the  least  of  it,  it  was  not  that  cour- 
teous treatment  which  a member  had  a right  to 
expect,  and  it  should  not  be  tolerated  for  a single 
moment.  No  man’s  rights  here  depended  upon 
his  youth  or  age— a fact  which  was  too  often  for- 
gotten. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genebal  was  at  a loss  to  understand 
the  language  of  the  hon.  member.  If  he  meant 
to  say  that  he  (hon.  Atty.  General)  had  snubbed 
him  he  made  a statement  entirely  without  the 
semblance  of  foundation.  He  could  not  use 
stronger  language  than  that  without  infringing 
the  rules  of  the  House. 

The  hon.  gentleman  said  he  was  a young  mem- 
ber and  complained  of  being  snubbed  and  of  not 
receiving  sufficient  consideration.  Well,  he  would 
engage  to  say  that  if  any  body  took  up  the  public 
record  of  speeches  delivered  in  the  House,  they 
would  find  that  hon.  member’s  name  ten  times  for 
his  once.  It  was  only  the  other  day  that  a friend  re- 
marked to  him,  how  many  new  names  he  saw 
amongst  the  members,  and  amongst  others  he  ob- 
served the  name  of  Mr.  Miller  figuring  very  pro- 
minently, and  he  enquired  “ who  is  Mr.  Miller?” 
He  (hon.  Atty.  General)  told  him  that  he  was  a 
young  gentleman  of  the  legal  profession  of  some 
promise.  And  that  was  all  the  snubbing  he  could 
be  accused  of.  But  he  would  tell  the  hon.  mem- 
ber that  there  was  one  quality  not  very  common 
amongst  young  men,  it  was  true,  but  which  he 
would  advise  him  tocultivate,and  that  was  modesty. 
Let  modesty  then  be  the  cloak  with  which  he 
would  cover  himself  in  the  arena  into  which  he 
had  thrown  himself,  and  he  would  not  be  so  ready 
to  torture  whatever  was  said  to  him,  into  some- 
thing improper.  He  (hon.  Atty.  General)  had 
occasion  once  before  to  administer  to  him  a rebuke 
couched  in  moderate  terms,  when  he  found  that 
be  was  endeavoring  to  light  the  torch  of  religious 
discord. 

What  was  it  that  he  had  again  to  check  him 
for  ? He  (the  Atty  Genl.)  was  there  as  the  lead- 
er of  the  Government  to  deal  with  a subject  of 
great  public  importance,  and  the  hon.  member 
undertook  to  move  that  the  adjourned  debate  be 
resumed.  Did  not  the  hon.  gentleman  perceive 
how  the  progress  of  the  publio  business  might 
have  been  retarded,  if  under  the  circumstance 
the  motion  was  negatived,  and  therefore  when  he 
told  him  that  he  bad  better  select  some  other 
stalking  house  for  his  remarks,  he  was  simply  do- 
ing his  duty. 

Hon.  Sol.  Genl  : I was  not  much  astonished  at 
Ihe  remarks  of  the  hon.  member  for  Richmond 
<br  as  soon  as  I saw  the  article  in  the  paper  to 
Which  I referred,  I knew  the  source  from 


whence  it  came.  I can  easily  understand  the 
reasons  for  the  course  he  is  pursuing,  but  I can 
tell  him  that  the  sooner  he  abandons  that  line  of 
conduct  the  better.  It  has  always  been  usual 
when  a member  has  been  misrepresented  to  allow 
him  to  correct  the  misstatement,  and  it  never  has 
been  customary  to  make  him  swallow  what  he 
never  said.  If  the  hon.  member  attempts  to 
misrepresent  me,  he  little  knows  the  task  he  has 
undertaken  He  would  have  to  get  up  a little 
earlier,  before  he  could  manage  that,  and  while 
I have  a tongue  or  a pen  to  use  I will  not 
allow  any  person  to  impute  improper  language 
or  insinuations  to  me.  I will  appeal  to  hon. 
gentlemen  around  whether  the  whole  scope  of  my 
remarks  did  not  refer  to  the  difficulty  arising 
from  what  was  termed  the  bigotry  of  the  Pro- 
testant inhabitants  of  Antigonishe,  and  not  to  the 
character  of  the  Institution.  And  the  answer  of 
the  member  for  Colchester  shewed  clearly  that 
that  was  the  line  of  argument  used. 

The  hon.  member  for  Richmond  undertook  to 
state  that  the  institution  at  Antigonishe  was  situa- 
ted precisely  in  the  same  position  as  that  at  Ati- 
chat,  and  he  intimated  that  if  the  grant  was  given 
to  the  former,  be  would  apply  for  a similar  one  for 
Ariehat.  I then  told  him  that  the 
distinction  was,  that  the  grant  to  the  colleges  was 
given  for  denominational  purposes,  while  the  Aca- 
demies to  be  established  under  the  bill  were  to  be 
of  a different  character,  and  the  hon.  member  has 
magnified  that  expression  into  the  threat  he  has 
charged  me  with.  I think  that  the  motion 
with  which  the  hon.  gentleman  has  concluded  his 
remarks  was  quite  irrelevant,  and  a breach  of  his 
promise  to  move  on  the  subject  of  his  remarks, 
and  that  it  is  exceedingly  out  of  place  for  him 
to  attempt  to  take  the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  government. 

Mr.  Tobin  did  not  think  they  should  be  too  hard 
upon  a young  member  who  had  not  yet  had  much 
experience  in  the  rules  of  the  House.  He  was 
sure  that  the  hon.  member  for  Richmond  in  mak- 
ing the  motion  he  did,  had  no  intention  of  doing 
anything  discourteous  to  the  government,  but  just 
made  the  first  motion  that  came  into  his  mind. — 
^As  to  the  explanation  that  had  been  given  by  the 
hon.  Sol  General,  he  would  say  that  he  bad  heard 
remarks  made  in  this  House  and  language  used, 
and  after  the  words  had  been  reported  by  the  re- 
porters, hon.  gentlemen  would  get  up  and  deny 
ever  having  used  the  language  Imputed  to  them. 
Sometimes  gentlemen  said  one  thing  and  meant 
another,  but  it  was  hardly  fair  to  make  the  re- 
porters responsible  for  what  members  intended  to 
say.  All  they  could  do  was  to  take  down  what 
was  said. 

Hon.  Sol  Genl.  enquired  whether  the  hon. 
gentleman’s  remarks  had  reference  to  the  present 
case. 

Mr.  Tobin— No  ; ray  Remarks  are  general. 

Mr.  Milleb  said  no  person  would  fail  to  perceive 
the  animus  which  actuated  the  attack  upon  him  by 
the  bon.  Attorney  General.  It  is  another  instance 
of  his  old  habit  of  treating  those  who  presume  to 
excite  his  ire  here  or  elsewhere  by  refusing  to 
cringe  before  him, — a habit  of  which  he  himself 
bad  seen  many  illustrations.  He  was  here  in 
this  House  a young  man,  standing  alone,  unsup- 
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ported  by  any  party  combination*,  without  the 
sympathy  or  encouragement  of  gentlemen  here  on 
either  aide,  anxious  only  to  discharge  faithfully 
his  duties  to  those  he  represented.  Perhaps  in  do- 
ing so,  continued  Mr.  Miller,  I have  been  compelled 
to  speak  frequently,  and  have  seemingly  occupied 
too  much  of  the  time  of  the  House,  but  my  only 
object  has  been  properly  to  perform  the  duty  which 
I owe  to  my  constituents.  That  object  I intend 
always  to  keep  in  view  ; and  in  doing  so,  I will 
treat  with  contempt  the  opinion  that  my  rights  are 
not  equal  to  those  of  the  oldest  member  of  the  house, 
or  that  my  youth  Bhould  deter  me  from  claiming 
them.  On  the  opcasion  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  and  which  the  Atty.  General  has  endeavor- 
ed to  misrepresent,  I am  happy  to  know  that  my 
conduct  has  received  the  sanction  of  better  autho- 
rity, in  my  eyes,  than  even  that  of  the  Attorney 
General — the  sanction  of  those  who  sent  me  here, 
*nd  has  merited  the  approbation  of  my  friends, 
•whose  opinion  I value  more  highly  than  I do  his. 
When,  expressing  my  sincere  opinions,  as  every 
man  had  a right  to  do,  it  was  base  and  malignant 
to  charge  me  with  promoting  religious  discord, 
and  no  man  who  knows  me  will  entertain  the  ac- 
cusation. The  object  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  how- 
ever, is  evident  but  his  poisoned  shaft  will  miss  its 
mark.  I am  aware  that  there  is  a certain  modesty 
becoming  to  youth,  but  I would  remind  the  hon. 
Atty.  General  that  there  are  certain  other  qualities 
which  become  old  age.  Does  the  hon.  gentleman 
think  that  malice  and  hypocrisy  are  justified  by 
gray  hairs?  In  giving  play  to  the  vindictive 
impulses  of  his  nature — in  letting  out  the  vials 
of  his  wrath  upon  a young  man  who  dared  to 
cross  his  path,  he  imagined  that  he  would  gra- 
tify himself  and  his  associates  by  trampling 
upon  me,  but  I can  tell  him  that  he  much  mis- 
takes his  man  if  he  supposes  such  treatment  as 
that  will  put  me  down.  When  he  attempts  to 
defame  me  by  unworthy  and  dishonest  means 
— to  blacken  my  repu  ation  before  the  country, 
or  prevent  me  from  expressing  my  opinions, 
he  only  makes  me  more  determined  to  main^ 
tain  my  position  and  vindicate  my  rights.  I 
repeat,  sir,  I s’and  here  before  him  alone,  with- 
out political  associates  to  support  me — a young 
man,  perhaps  the  youngest  member  in  the  Le- 
gislature, with  a position  to  gain,  and  I think  if 
he  had  a spark  of  magnanimity  or  proper  feeling 
he  would  have  paused  before  assailing  me  with 
all  the  venom  he  possesses,  and,  serpent-like, 
had  attempted  to  mark  me  with  his  slimy  trail. 

I am  aware  that  I occupy  a position  that  he 
and  some  others  would  like  to  see  me  out  of, 
but  of  which  he  and  they  will  find  it  a difficult 
task  to  deprive  me.  While  I do  occupy  it  I will 
be  frightened  from  my  duty  by  no  man,  regard- 
less of  any  censure  or  misrepresentation  of  my 
views  and  positions.  I stand  here  possessing  the 
confidence  of  my  constituents,  and  I care  little 
either  for  the  frowns  or  the  approbation  of  the 
Hon  At  y.  Genl.  The  latter  would  easily  be 
secured  by  servile  truckling  to  his  arbitrary 
will.  I intend  to  address  the  House  as  often  as 
I think  proper  upon  any  question  that  comes  be- 
fore it,  and  although  the  Atty.  Genl.,  who  is 
acknowledged  to  be  perhaps  the  most  talented 
man  in  the  country  may  attempt  to  snub  me, 
backed  up  by  the  Sol.  Genl , they  will  find,  e?en 


against  unfair  odds,  it  a difficult,  a hopeless  task 
to  prevent  me  from  asserting  my  rights  and  pri- 
vilege?. I shall  meet  them  on  all  occasions  as  I 
now  meet  their  unexpected  onslaught. 

I will  tell  the  Hon.  Sol.  Genl.  that  the  article 
he  alluded  to  was  not  written  by  me  ; if  he  had 
believed  it  was  he  would  not  have  brought  it 
here,  or  been  so  alarmed  about  it.  I hope  he  is 
as  able  to  take  care  of  himself  as  he  imagines; 
but  I tell  the  hon  gentleman  there  is  little  in 
his  tongue  or  pen  that  I fear.  He  perhaps  sus- 
pects by  whom  this  article  was  written  ; per- 
chance it  may  have  been  by  one  whom  he  fears, 
more  than  he  does  me.  I will  not  occupy  any 
more  of  the  time  of  the  House,  but  in  justice  to 
myself  I could  not  say  less  than  I have  done. 

I will  now  move  that  this  matter  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  reporting. 

Hon.  Atty  Genl  said— If  the  hon.  member 
for  Richmond  imagines  that  I have  any  desire 
either  to  put  him  down,  or  raise  him  up,  he  as 
sumes  to  himself  more  importance  than  I am  in- 
clined to  allow  him.  I made  no  attack  upon 
him,  until  he  in  a most  violent  manner  thought 
proper  to  allude  to  me.  When  that  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  been  a little  longer  here,  he  will  find 
that  the  course  he  is  pursuing  is  not  calculated 
to  raise  him  in  the  estimation  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Pryor  presented  a petition  from  Cath. 
Brehm,  an  aged  teacher,  praying  for  a free  grant 
of  land. 

ENQUIRIES. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  enquired  of  the  Go- 
vernment whether  it  was  intended  on  the  31st 
March,  when  His  Excellency  came  down  to  as- 
sent to  the  Revenue  Bills,  to  submit  such  por- 
tions of  the  Revised  Statutes  as  had  already 
been  passed  for  his  assent,  or  whether  they  in- 
tended to  wait  until  all  the  statutes  had  been 
passed — some  inconvenience  might  result,  as 
some  of  the  statutes  should  be  assented  to 
before  the  31st  of  March. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  said  the  difficulty 
had  occurred  to  him,  and  it  was  the  intention,  if 
the  whole  volume  was  not  passed  by  the  31st 
March,  which  he  hoped  would  be  the  case,  to 
have  such  acts  as  required  immediate  attention, 
assented  to,  as  separate  acts,  and  then  at  the 
close  of  the  session  have  them  all  submitted  in  a 
consolidated  form. 

Mr.  Blackwood  enquired  of  the  government 
whether  they  had  any  official  communication 
with  the  government  of  Prince  Edward  Island, 
relative  to  the  erection  of  a public  wharf  at 
Point  Brule,  in  connection  with  the  steamboat 
communication  with  Charlottetown. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  replied  that  the  Pror.  Seoy. 
of  Prince  Edward  Island  had  communicated  ■ 
with  him  on  that  subject,  and  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  arrangements  had  been  made  to  ac- 
complish the  object  referred  to. 

petitions  and  bills 

Mr.  Pryor  presented  a petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Halifex  engaged  in  the  sale  of  pow- 
der relative  to  a clause  of  the  city  bills  on  that 
subject. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  introduced  a bill  concern- 
ing wrecks  and  wrecked  goods.  He  said 
that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  mainly  taken 
from  the  Merchants'  Shipping  Act,  which  had 
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been  fonnd  necessary  in  England  for  the  protec- 
tion of  wrecked  materials.  There  were  also 
Borne  clauses  on  the  subject  of  salvage. 

FREE  GRANTS  OF  LAND. 

Mr.  Longley  wished  to  kDow  from  the  Go- 
vernment whether  when  free  grants  of  land 
were  given,  the  expense  ot  the  survey  was  to  be 
borne  by  the  government  or  the  grantees. 

Hon  Atty.  General  said  that  the  snbject 
bad  been  brought  to  his  notice  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Crown  Lands.  His  impretsion  was 
that  there  WrfS  some  resolution  of  the  House  on 
the  subject ; and  in  his  opinion,  as  these  j.  rants 
were  becoming  so  frequent,  he  thought  the  mere 
expense  of  the  survey  should  be  borne  by  the 
grantees. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  at  one  time  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  on  recommending  a grant, 
clogged  it  with  a condition  that  the  expense  ot 
the  survey  should  be  paid  by  the  grantee,  and 
when  that  was  not  done,  the  Government  had  to 
bear  the  expense 

Hon.  Pkov.  Sec.  said  that  the  Commissioner 
of  Crown  Lands  was  instructed  to  make  the 
grantees  pay  for  the  survey.  The  Committee 
on  Education  would  examine  into  the  matter, 
and  repo  t their  decision  to  the  House. 

Mr.  S.  Camfbell  said  that  in  the  reports  of 
the  Committee  for  1862  and  ’63  no  condition  was 
annexed  to  the  grants. 

Dr.  Brown  and  Mr.  J.  McDonald  thought 
it  hard  to  make  these  poor  teachers  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  survey. 

THE  PICTOU  RAILWAY. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  the  Pictou  Railway, 
was  then  resumed,  on  motion  of  hon.  Attorney 
General.  1 

Mr.  Killam  again  urged  the  necessity  of  al- 
lowing the  bill  to  remain  over  until  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Accounts  had  reported,  and  the  Fi- 
nancial Secretary  had  submitted  his  Estimates. 

The  Provincial  Secretary  pointed  out  that 
it  was  inadvisable  to  delay  the  debate  any  longer, 
particularly  as  it  had  been  already  adjourned 
over  Saturday,  in  order  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Yarmouth. 

MR  BLANCHARD’S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  Blanchard  commenced  with  a playful 
allusion  to  the  hon.  member  for  Halifax,  who, 
he  said,  bad,  turning  his  back  on  the  Speaker, 
advanced  to  the  hon.  member  for  Yarmouth, 
and  with  uplifted  arm  called  upon  him  to  come 
up  to  the  fight — to  fire  his  guns  and  assault  his 
fort.  The  Hon.  Sol  General  had  also  alluded 
to  the  rat-trap  and  bait,  so  amusingly  described 
by  the  hon.  member  for  Yarmouth.  We  would 
all  no  doubt  like  to  see  the  bait,  with  which  it 
was  supposed  members  had  been  or  could  be 
caught,  yet  he  did  not  think  either  of  the  hon. 
members  should  speak  of  traps  or  rats.  The 
old  adage  of  “set  a rogue  to  catch  a rogue” 
might  be  true, — but  to  set  a rat  to  catch  a rat, 
was  something  of  which  he  had  never  before 
heard. 

The  hon.  member  continued  to  the  following 
effect, — I would  now  like  to  turn  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  very  little  distinction  be- 
tween the  bill  passed  last  session  and  the  one 
before  us.  The  bill  which  has  been  assented  to 


by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  is  couched  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  : “ for  the  construction  of  a further 
section  of  Railw  ay,  not  to  exceed  eleven  miles  ; 
to  commence  at  the  station  house  at  Truro,  and 
run  northerly  and  easterly  on  a site  to  be  se- 
lected, which  shall  be  best  adapted  as  a com- 
mon line  for  the  Intercolonial  railway,  if  such 
shoull  hereafter  be  decided  upon,  and  which 
shall  at  the  same  time  be  most  suitable  for  a rail- 
way to  touch  the  navigable  waters  of  the  harbor 
of  Pictou.”  Now,  what  is  the  bill  before  us  ? — 
“ To  construct  a section  of  railway  between  the 
station  at  Truro  and  the  navigable  Waters  of 
Pictou  as  far  as  possible,  on  a line  common  to  a 
line  to  the  frontier  of  New  Brunswick.”  Where 
is  this  great  distinction  between  the  two  bills 
that  some  gentlemen  seem  to  assume  there  is  1 
It  is  clearly  stated  that  the  object  of  the  present 
bill  is  to  build  the  road  as  far  as  possible  on  a 
line  common  to  both  lines — and  there  are  at  least 
eleven  miles  of  this  description.  The  Attorney 
General  also  stated  that  this  year  would  be  fully 
occupied  in  making  the  necessary  surveys, 
therefore  I ask  wh  t is  this  great  thing  that  the 
Government  have  given  us,  and  about  what  are 
Pictou  members  so  jubilant  ? I cannot  see  that  it 
places  the  people  of  Pictou  in  as  good  a position 
as  they  were  placed  by  the  bill  of  the  late  gov- 
ernment I cannot  understand  why  the  present 
Administration,  if  they  are  and  have  been  so 
anxious  to  build  to  Pictou,  should  have  stopped 
the  preparations  made  by  their  predecessors. 
The  preliminary  surveys  had  been  made,  the 
contracts  were  ready  to  be  given  out,  and  every 
necessary  arrangement  made  for  constructing 
the  road  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  bill 
of  last  session.  But  the  Government  thought 
proper  to  stop  everything  that  was  in  progress, 
and  are  now  coming  forward  and  saying  that  ah 
that  is  to  be  done  this  year  is  to  survey  for  a line 
to  Pictou,  which  would  be  half  finished  next 
summer  if  the  bill  of  1863  had  been  carried  out. 
It  was  said  the  other  day  by  the  hon.  Attorney 
General  that  the  late  Government  and  the  gen- 
tlemen who  supported  them  had  committed  a fol- 
ly and  enacted  a perfect  farce  when  they  pas- 
sed the  measure  to  which  I have  just  referred, 
that  they  must  have  known  it  was  a farce  in  the 
face  of  the  Minute  of  the  Canadian  Council  of 
February,  1863.  Now,  I find  it  stated  in 
a letter  to  Visconnt  Monck,  from  Governor 
Gordon  of  New  Brunswick,  that  that  Minute 
of  Council  had  not  been  communicated  to  the 
government  of  that  “Province  up  to  ^ pril  last, 
and  when  it  did  reach  it  came  among  other 
papers  and  mot  in  an  official  shape.  I also  find 
Mr.  Gordon  stating  that  the  Minute  of  Council 
is  nothing  like  the  abandonment  of  the  scheme!. 
He  say,  among  other  things  : — 

‘ The  council  refer  to  their  memorandum  of 
25th  Feby.,  as  a proof  that  the  agrearaent  of 
1862  was  held  to  be  abandoned  on  the  return  of 
the  Canadian  delegates  from  England.  I may 
oh  erve  that  this  memorandum  had  never  been 
officially  communicated  to  the  lower  provinces, 
though  it  is  true  it  may  be  found  in  a collection 
of  parliamentary  papers  received  from  Quebec 
to  the  month  of  April  last.” 

Here  then  is  the  best  and  most  emphatic  con 
tradiction  of  the  statement  made  by  the  hon. 
Prov.  Secretary  that  this  paper  must  in  the  na- 
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ture  of  things  have  been  in  the  possession  of  our 
government  before  the  passage  of  our  act  in  1863. 
Governor  Monck  goes  on  to  say  : — I have  > ead 
and  re  read  this  memorandum  with  close  atten- 
tion, but  fail  to  find  there  is  any  such  announce- 
ment as  that  which  it  is  now  said  to  convey.” 
And  he  goes  on  to  prove  this  assertion  by  facts 
and  arguments  which  appear  to  me  quite  incon- 
trovertible. 

Here  we  have  a perfect  defence  of  the 
course  of  the  late  government,  and  the  gentle- 
men who  supported  them  in  passing  the  bills  of 
last  session,  notwithstanding  the  Minute  of 
Council  of  February.  Without  dwelling  further 
on  this  point  as  Ido  not  wish  to  weary  the  House 
with  quotations,  I may  add  a few  sentences 
from  the  paper  before  us  which  I think  it  would 
be  well  perhaps  for  gentlemen  in  this  House  to 
read  and  ponder  : — 

“ The  engagement  of  1862  was  one  of  a so- 
lemn character  approaching  as  nearly  in  its  na- 
ture to  a treaty  as  the  political  condition  of  these 
provinces  prevents.  It  was  signed  by  duly  ap- 
pointed plenipotentiaries.  It  was  confirmed  by 
your  Excellency,  by  Lord  Mulgrave  and  myself 
on  behalf  of  the  provinces  we  govern.  It  was 
not  the  private  agreement  of  individuals  which 
could  be  repudiated  solely  at  the  expense  of  the 
honor  of  the  men  who  signed  it.  It  was  not  the 
undertaking  of  a government  w;hich  might  be 
repudiated  at  the  expense  of  some  discredit  to 
their  party  or  overruled  by  their  opponents 
should  they  replace  them  in  power  ” 

After  reasoning  some  time  in  this  style,  he 
concludes  with  this  emphatic  paragraph. 

“ I cannot  suppose  that  your  Excellency’s  ad- 
visers can  be  insensible  to  the  responsibility  at- 
taching to  the  assumption  of  such  a position, 
nor  will  I believe  that  the  people  of  Canada, 
even  those  who  disapproved  the  engagement  of 
1862,  desire  to  see  it  overthrown  at  the  risk  of 
spreading  abroad  a suspicion  which  even  if  un- 
just cannot  fail  to  be  generally  injurious  that  in 
that  country  important  interests  of  a permanent 
character  are  lightly  dealt  with,  and  grave  ques- 
tions 01  Intercolonial  policy  decided  not  on  their 
own  merit  or  in  accordance  with  any  fixed  prin- 
ciple, but  are  taken  up  trifled  with  and  abandon- 
ed to  suit  the  political  exigencies  of  the  passing 
hour.” 

1 bave  read  these  sentences  not  so  much  in 
connection  with  the  present  measure  as  with 
reference  to  the  observations  made  by  the  Pro 
vincial  becretary  who  said  that  the  action  of  the 
late  government  was  not  only  premature  but 
frivolous  in  the  extreme.  This  correspondence 
will  show  that  the  late  administration  were  jus- 
tified in  taking  the  course  they  did.  And  it  will 
show  further  that  the  present  government  have 
entirely  exposed  themselves  to  the  just  though 
severe  animadversions  just  quoted.  Th  Inter- 
colonial bi.  I was  passed  by  the  late  government 
in  perfect  good  faith,  and  if  there  is  any  fault 
any  wher  , it  lies  with  the  Government  of  Cana- 
da alone. 

The  Attorney  General  has  said  that  he  intend- 
ed to  virtually  repeal  the  acts  by  leaving  them  out 
of  the  Revised  Statutes.  Now,  I do  not  think 
this  is  the  best  way  to  do  it . It  would  be  pre 
ferable,  in  my  opinion — in  fact  a far  more 
straightforward  course  to  repeal  theseacts  by  the 


very  first  clause  of  this  bill,  so  that  members  ma> 
not  be  placed  in  an  improper  positi  n.  I feel . 
serious  responsibility  devolves  upon  me  in  refer- 
ence to  the  measure  now  before  us.  The  ques- 
tion naturally^  suggests  itself  to  my  mind,  how 
can  I vote  for  this  bill  whilst  acts  remain  in  the 
Statute  Book  which,  I believe  conscientiously, 
are  the  true  policy  of  this  Legislature  and  of  this 
country.  I was  therefore  very  much  relieved 
when  I heard  the  Attorney  General  state  that  it 
is  the  intention  to  repeal  these  acts,  and  I 
trust  he  will  do  it  in  the  way  I have  intimated. 

I do  not  wish  to  be  understood  to  favor  the  re 
peal  of  these  laws  I shall  vote  against  it,  but 
I call  upon  the  Government  to  redeem  their 
pledge,  and  to  assume  the  responsibility  properly 
devolving  on  them. 

I have  been  always  prepared  to  give  any  as- 
sistance in  my  power  to  any  Government  that  is 
ready  to  extend  the  railway  in  the  direction  o t 
Pictou.  I believe  what  I have  always  stated 
in  my  pledges  to  my  constituents,  and  in  my 
speeches  m this  House  that  that  road  should  be 
built  whenever  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
permitted  it.  I believe  that  when  the  interco- 
lonial scheme  is  abandoned  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  proceed  with  that  extension  — 

( Hear,  Hear. ) I hope,  too,  that  the  assertion  of 
the  Hon.  Atty.  General  will  not  be  carried  out, 
but  that  the  Government  will  spend  this  summer 
in  building  as  much  of  the  line  as  is  possible 
with  the  preparations  that  were  made  by  the 
late  administration.  .It  has  been  said  that  the 
island  of  Cape  Breton  is  to  some  considerable 
extent  advantaged  by  the  construction  ot  this 
railway.  I admit  the  county  of  Inverness  will 
be  most  particularly  benefitted,  but  there  is  one 
consideration  that  I should  like  to  notice  : It 
is  this, — Inverness  will  be  no  more  benefitted 
than  either  Richmond  or  Cape  Breton,  and  in 
fact  scarcely  benfitted  at  all,  unless  there  is 
a system  of  steam  communication  with  Pictou. 
When  the  hon  member  for  Cape  Breton  (Mr. 
Bourmot)  referred  to  the  routes  that  could  be 
taken,  I was  pleased  to  find  that  he  referred  to 
the  harbour  of  Mabon,  which  is  only  eighteen 
miles  istant  from  the  head  of  the  Bras  d’Or.  It 
is  believed  that  this  can  be  made  a most  excel- 
lent port,  and  I may  meniion  that  there  is  a peti- 
tion largely  signed,  and  accompanied  by  a sub- 
scription, now  in  the  hands  of  the  Financial  Se- 
cretary, asking  for  aid  in  improving  it.  With 
the  experience  we  have  had  of  Antigonishe — 
where  a dredging  machine  has  made  12  feet  of 
water — we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
most  benefi  ial  results  will  follow  if  the  Govern- 
ment will  send  an  engineer  to  examine  the  har- 
bour of  Mabou  with  a view  to  its  i mprovement. 
By  taking  advantage  of  this  route,  we  will  bave 
as  straight  a line  of  communication  between  Ha- 
lifax and  Sydney  as  is  possible.  The  harbour 
of  Port  Hood  has  also  strong  claims  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Government,  for  it  is  the  only 
harbour  in  which  a ship  of  any  size  can  find  shel- 
ter along  a daugerous  coast  line  of  more  than 
150  miles.  I may  mention  there  is  also  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government  a petition  on  the 
subject  of  this  harbour,  and  I trust  it  will  recei  ve 
favourable  consideration.  Give  us  one  or  other 
or  both  these  improvements,  and  a powerful 
steamer  to  Mabou,  Po  t Hood,  and  the  Strait  of 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


m 


Canao,  and,  then,  indeed  will  the  Pictou  Railway 
become  an  advantage  to  ns. 

It  has  been  said  that  perhaps  there  is  not  so 
much  profit  to  be  got  out  of  this  railway  as  many 
anticipate.  Now,  taking  up  the  census  returns  of 
1861,  I find  that  Pictou  is  the  fir.  t county  in  this 
Province,  for  a variety  of  reasons.  It  produces 
more  butter,  it  owns  more  cows,  cattle,  horses, 
sheep,  etc,  than  any  other  county  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia ; in  these  particulars  Inverness  stands  next  in 
the  list,  and  in  some  points  we  are  superior  even 
to  Pictou.  I have  little  doubt  that  people  of  my 
county  will,  when  this  road  is  completed,  be  in- 
duced to  feed  up  and  fit  cattle  for  this  market 
I have  only  to  add  that  by  giving  us  a powerful 
steamer  Inverness  will  be  nearer  by  rail  to  Ha- 
lifax than  Antigonishe — that  is,  it  will  take 
longer  time  t > get  to  this  city  with  any  weight  of 
produce,  from  Antigon  she  than  from  Inverness. 
Now  I find,  last  year,  that  Antigonishe  received 
£8000  or  £9000,  in  the  city  of  Halifax  by  sale  of 
cattle,  and  I see  no  reason  why  Inverness,when 
the  railway  is  built,  should  not  participate  large- 
ly in  this  trade.  But  if  you  oblige  our  people 
still  to^travel  round  by  the  Strait  of  Canso— they 
can  join  the  present  railway  at  Brookfield  or 
Truro  almost  as  easily  as  at  Pictou. 

In  conclusion  let  me  say  that  while  I exceed- 
ingly regret  that  the  prospect  of  an  Intercolonial 
Railway  is,  by  the  action  of  the  Government, 
blighted  perhaps  for  ever,  yet  I leel  bound  to 
support  this  as  the  next  best  measure  that  could 
be  devised,  and  to  offer  to  the  Government  my 
bumble  yet  earnest  co  operation  and  assistance, 
in  perfecting  its  details. 

mr.  Churchill’s  speech. 

Mr.  Chupchill  said — When  so  much  is  said 
that  is  not  to  the  point,  one  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  greater  portion  of  this  talk  to-night  is 
wholly  useless.  I do  not  see  the  necessity  for 
so  much  discussion  upon  this  question  It  is 
really  strange  how  little  a thoroughly  practical 
man  wishes  to  say  upon  any  subject  he  may 
have  under  consid  ration.  A business  man  will 
do  what  he  has  to  do,  and  talk  or  say  but  very 
little  about  it.  Sagacious* practical  men  never 
«ay  a great  deal,  but  then  they  think  none  the 
less  for  all  that.  Now  Laurie  the  Engineer  was 
a shrewd  business  man,  and  it  was  next  to  im- 
possible to  extract  an  idea  from  him,  or  get  an 
expression  of  opinion  out  of  him.  Now  the  sub- 
ject of  Railways  is  one  about  which  a good  deal 
has  been  6aid,  but  not  much  done.  It  is  a ques- 
tion that  iB  surrounded  by  conflicting  interests. 
It  has  been  said  that  if  the  railroad  was  extended 
to  Pictou,  and  a steamer  put  on  the  route  from 
there  to  ports  in  the  Gulf,  a large  trade  would 
be  created.  Here  is  an  :• cknowledgment  that 
feeders  are  necessary  to  make  a railroad  pay. 
But  then  whit  do  you  find  ? Why  you  find 
that  every  man  is  claiming  to  have  the  railway 
to  pass  his  own  door  ; and  if  he  finds  he  cannot 
by  any  possibility  get  it  the?  e,  then  he  wants  a 
steamer  put  on  the  route  that  will  establish  com- 
munication between  his  locality  and  the  railway. 
This  is  one  of  the  difficulties  that  beset  railway 
construction.  Don’t  every  man  feel  this  ? The 
fact  is  that  the  Railroads  of  Nova  Scotia  are,  as 
has  been  well  said,  a mill  stone  around  the  necks 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  We  have  about 


one  hundred  miles  of  Railway  which  cost  over 
a million  of  pounds.  This  is  a very  large  sum 
for  a small  country  to  pay,  a sum  which  divided 
would  give  abont  £100  for  every  mile  of  ptAlic 
highway  we  have  in  Nova  Scotia.  Is  it  not  well 
to  consider  such  facts  as  these1?  We  belong  to 
Nova  Scotia,  and  Nova  Scotia  belongs  to  us. — 
Were  £100  expended  on  every  mile  of  road 
thr  ughout  the  Province,  it  would  make  facili- 
ties for  communication  between  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country  much  easier  and  more  cer- 
tain than  they  are  at  present.  After  we  have 
spent  upwards  of  a million  of  pounds  in  con- 
structing railways  the  Government  very  coolly 
propose  to  expend  half  a million,  more,  to  carry 
one  of  the  existing  lines  to  Pictou,  which,  if 
done,  will  saddle  a debt  of  a millio  i and  a half 
upon  ua,  the  annual  interest  upon  which  will  bo 
£90,000,  and  this  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  will 
have  to  pay.  This  is  an  import  ant  subject,  and 
one  that  deserves  the  gravest  consideration.— • 
It  is  a matter  that  I cannot  and  will  not  dispose 
of  with  a laugh  as  some  members  appear  wil- 
ling to  do.  When  the  subject  of  railways  is 
talked  of,  and  propositions  to  extend  the  line 
are  made  in  this  House,  I cannot  help  thinking 
of  the  very  many  people  in  this  Province  who 
are  compelled  to  plod  along  on  miry  roads,  and 
I ask  myself  the  question,  What  will  these  poor 
people  say  aboutjvhat  we  are  doing1?  It  is  all 
very  fine  for  us  W sit  here  and  legislate  to  ex- 
tend Railroads  with  borrowed  money,  but  de- 
pend upon  it,  the  day  will  come  when  the  peo- 
ple will  growl  about  our  conduct,  and  perhaps 
condemn  us.  Our  great  misfortune  is  that  wo 
now  have  two  pieces  joi  railway  in  Nova  Scotia, 
If  we  had  no  railway  now,  I do  not  think  that 
the  country  would  consent  to  commence  any. — 
The  country  has  had  experience  enough  to  teach 
her  that  Railways  are  not  cheap  articles  to  deal 
with. 

The  people  were  deluded  into  the  adoption  of 
railways  by  the  declaration  of  politicians  that 
they  could  be  built  for  about  £6000  per  mile. 
We  have  tried  it  and  find  that  instead  of  costing 
£6000  per  mile,  they  cost  double  that  sum.  We 
have  spent  a million  of  pounds,  and  have  not 
yet  even  started  a road  from  Halifax,  as  the 
terminus  is  two  miles  from  the  city,  and  if  we 
do  decide  to  built  any  more  railways,  let  us 
bring  the  present  line  into  Halifax,  where  it 
ought  to  be.  What  have  we  got1?  Why,  we 
have  got  two  pieces  of  railway  with  three  ends, 
which  roads  are  a disgrace  to  the  country,  and 
the  end  towards  Halifax  a nuisance  to  the  peo- 
ple, because  when  they  got  off*  the  cars  at  the 
depot,  they  are  obliged,  in  order  to  reach  the 
city,  to  travel  about  two  miles  through  mud  and 
slush  The  question  is,  what  had  we  better  do 
with  the  road  we  have  got  “?  I don't  know  but 
what  we  better  take  up  the  rails  and  sell  them— 
they  would  bring  something.  We  have  the 
railways,  and  the  difficulty  is  to  decide  what  to 
do  with  them.  I haVe  studied  this  subject  % 
good  deal,  and  ought  to  have  as  much  practical! 
knowledge  of  it  as  any  man  in  Nova  Scotia  Itt„ 
these  railway  matters  we  have  got  a disgraceful* 
thing— a weighty  expensive  thing — and  the 
question  is,  what  shall  we  do  with  it  I Weil, 
perhaps  we  better  conclude  to  go  on  with  them, 
and  try  to  make  something  out  of  them  in  th« 
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end.  Perhaps  we  are  in  as  good  a positicnjnow 
to  go  on  with  railways  as  we  ever  were,  or  ever 
wilt  be.  The  public  works  necessary  for  the 
Province  are  now  about  completed,  and  in  fu- 
ture the  calls  upon  the  Treasury  for  these  pur- 
poses will  not  be  so  heretofore.  The  Peniten- 
tiary is  completed,  and  the  Asylum  nearly 
finished,  and  the  shores  of  Nova  Scotia 
are  now  pretty  well  dotted  with  lighthouses. 
We  have  many  public  institutions  in  this  Pro- 
vince that  have  been  liberally7'  dealt  with.  The 
city  of  Halifax,  too,  had  been  well  provided  for. 
She  has  now  a new  Court  House,  and  provision 
had  been  made  for  the  erection  of  another  mag- 
nificent structure  to  be  called  a Provincial  Build- 
ing, and  then  here  is  the  building  we  are  in 
now.  This  is  a fine  building,  affording  for  Le- 
gislative purposes  all  the  accommodation  we 
require,  and  it  is  very  handsomely  fitted  up ; 
and  as  I sit  here  and  view  it  with  the  eye  of  a 
practical  man,  I c nnot  help  thinking  what,  an 
excellent  horse  stable  it  would  make.  Well,  I 
don't  think  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  contribute 
much  towards  the  construction  of  public  build- 
ings for  some  years  to  come ; and  I am  glad  of 
that,  and  hope  the  House  is  too.  But  let  me  go 
back  to  the  railway  question.  Well,  railway 
extension  is  an  important  subject  after  all,  and 
I am  not  sure  but  what  I will  give  it  my  support. 
If  there  is  a man  in  the  Hoofe  I respect  more 
than  another,  it  is  my  friend  from  Yarmouth, 
Mr.  Kiilam.  I admire  him  because  he  is  a prac- 
tical mac,  and  I find  that  gener  lly  his  ideas  are 
up  to  the  right  mark,  and  I would  like  to  assist 
him  on  this  question,  but  I am  afraid  I can’t. 
The  trouble  is  that  we  have  got  railways,  and 
the  question  is,  what  shall  we  do  them  ? Well, 
let  us  look  at  our  future  prospects  for  a minute. 
We  have  got  pretty  well  through  with  the 
work  of  erecting  public  buildings,  and  hereafter 
our  expenses  will  not  be  very  heavy,  so  perhaps 
we  better  extend  our  railroads  and  see  if  we  can 
make  them  pay.  Then  there  is  another  thing 
to  look  at  in  connection  with  this  subject.  In  20 
years  all  the  mines  in  the  Province  become  the 
property  of  the  Government,  and  this  fact  may 
b©  justly  looked  upon  as  a banisher  of  fear  for 
financial  embarrassment.  Nova  Scotia  is  rich 
itt  mines,  and  ho  man  believes  that  the  richest 
q ' them  are  y : t touched — the  enormous  wealth 
chat  lies  in  the  bowels  of  this  Province  is  be- 
yond calculation,  and  yet  remains  to  be  explored. 
Springfield  is  one  great  coal  field,  and  I am  glad 
to  learn  that  a rich  Company  is  about  to  com- 
mence mining  operations  there.  This  is  an  evi- 
dence that  the  enterprise  of  Nova  Scotia  is  be- 
ginning to  stir.  Taken  as  a whole  Nova  Scotia 
Is  a slow  coach,  but  within  the  last  few  years 
ghe  has  started  some  important  enterprises  and 
ia  time  would  very  likely  start  more.  But  let 
me  see  about  the  railroad.  If  the  line  is  ex- 
tended to  Pictom,  *nd  not  westward,  wha-  shall 
I say  ? Well  I will  say  that  provision  ought  to 
be  made  for  the  building  of  ten  miles  wes  ward. 
We  bave  twenty-two  Locomotives  in  the  Pro- 
vince that  belong  to  the  Province,  and  the  half 
Of  them  are  useless  because  too  small,  and  I 
think  we  might  give  them  to  any  company 
which  will  undertake  to  build  a railroad  towards 
, Annapolis.  The  time  may  come  when  we  shall 
-*have  ralways  all  over  the  Province,  and  when 


we  begin  to  extend  them  we  must  not  stop  at 
Digby,  but  carry  them  all  the  way  to  Yarmouth. 
Well  I think  we  have  said  enough  about  rail- 
ways to-night,  and  I will  stop. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  BLACKWOOD. 

Mr.  Blackwood  followed  and  spoke  to  the 
following  effect — I have  listened  with  a great 
deal  of  attention  to  the  observations  that  have 
fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Churchill) 
in  reference  to  the  subject  before  us.  He  re- 
minds me  of  a boy  who,  on  coming  late  to 
school,  was 'asked  by  the  master  the  reason  for 
the  delay.  His  reply  was  that  it  was  so  slippery 
that  he  kept  going  hack  every  step  he  made, 
and  if  he  had  not  turned  to  go  home  he  would 
never  have  got  to  school  at  all.  Now  I am  glad 
that  the  hon  gentleman,  after  so  much  difficulty, 
has  succe  ded  at  last  in  getting  to  school.  He 
is  convinced  at  last  that  railways  are  not  such 
dreadful  things  after  all.  He  is  now  led  to  be- 
lieve that  such  works  are  necessary  improve- 
ments which  every  country,  nowadays,  must 
carry  out  if  they  wis  to  keep  up  with  the  pro- 
gress of  the  age  He  talked  at  first  of  tearing 
up  the  rails  and  selling  them,  and  finally  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  he  will  support  the  rail- 
way measure.  He  turned  to  the  hon.  member 
for  Yarmouth  and  led  him  to  suppose  that  he 
was  going  to  support  him,  and  then  immediate- 
ly wheeled  round  and  says  that  he  cannot  do 
any  such  thing.  No  doubt  the  hon.  gentleman  ia 
consistent  in  the  position  he  has  just  taken, 
though  his  remarks  were  of  so  extraordinary  a 
character. 

1 am  not  going  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  arguing  the  benefits  of  railway 
extension.  They  have  been  very  fully 
discussed,  and  it  is  now  pretty  well  settled 
that  a railway  system  is  what  every  country 
now  requires.  I came  here  as  a railway  man 
for  the  county  of  Colchester,  and  therefore,  like 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  I cannot  oppose 
the  present  bill.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  late 
Government,  and  I feel  I would  be  doing  injus- 
tice to  myself  if  I were  to  oppose  the  measure. 
I do  not  support  it  from  any  desire  to  favor  the 
present  Government,  but  as  being  that  measure 
which  their  predecessors  introduced,  and  I 
therefore  w ould  feel  myself  an  obstructive  were 
I to  stand  in  a posture  of  antagonism  to  a polipy 
which  I consider  it  was  the  intention  of  the  late 
administration  to  carry  out  iu  all  sincerity.  I 
must  say  I was  not  a little  astonished  to  I ear  it 
denounced  as  a farce  and  a pretext ; those  ex- 
pressions grated  on  my  ears  harshly  ; and  I cer- 
tainly think  they  could  have  been  spared  with 
much  propriety.  I never  thought  such  was  the 
case.  1 always  felt  that  the  late  Government 
•had  higher  and  nobler  motives, — that  they  never 
raised  anticipations  with  the  intention  of  dash- 
ing them  to  the  ground.  i\o,  sir,  1 felt  that  in 
coming  forward  g.t  the  time  they  did,  they  gave 
the  best  evidence  of  their  sincerity  of  intention 
I do  not  think,  however,  that  it  was  their  rail 
way  policy  that  drove  them  from  their  places 
as  some  gentlemen  have  intimated  in  the  course 
of  this  debate  ; it  was  something  else, — some- 
thing they  need  not  be  ashamed  of,— 1 mean 
the  Franchise  Bill,  which  was  used  as  a power- 
ful engine  for  driving  them  from  their  position. 
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I repeat  I support  this  bi  1 with  all  sincerity, 
and  trust  it  will  be  carried  out  in  good  faith.  I 
must,  however,  express  the  astonishment  with 
which  I heard  the  hon.  and  learned  leader  of 
the  Government  so  eloquently  depicture  the  be- 
nefits that  would  be  derived  trom  the  further  ex- 
tension of  the  railway.  If  I had  heard  my  hon. 
friend,  Mr.  Howe,  take  the  same  line  of  ar.  u 
ment  I would  not  have  been  surprised,  but  I 
could  not  help  beingj[aaau3ed  at  the  change  that 
had  come  over  a Western  man.  If  the  question 
was  the  extensien  of  the  railway  to  the  fertile 
vales  ot  Annapolis,  I could  understand  i.t  ; but  I 
suppose  the  hon.  gentleman  feels  that  this  is  an 
age  of  progress  and  that  railways  are  in  conso- 
nance with  its  spirit. 

I am  not  going  to  weary  the  House  with  any 
lengthened  observations  with  respect  to  the  In- 
tercolonial Railway.  I cannot,  however,  refrain 
from  saying  that  the  tedious  and  expensive  ne- 
gotiations t at  have  been  incurred  in  connection 
with  this  work  have  almost  turned  the  people 
against  all  railways.  After  all  that  has  been 
said  and  dope  on  the  subject,  we  are  no  nearer 
the  realization  of  the  project  than  we  were  years 
ago.  Now,  we  are  not  going  to  build  the  great 
In  ercolonial  road,  but  simply  go  to  Pictou,  and 
I trust  we  will  get  there  before  any  length  of 
timeelap8e8.  • 

I have  supported  th's  bill  because  it  goes  ten 
miles  in  the  direction  of  the  Intercolonial  line. 

I don’t  believe,  however,  that  I would  agree  to 
push  forward  the  line  to  Pictou  if  I thought 
ther  ■ was  a shadow  of  a hope  of  constructing 
the  Intercolonial  road.  It  has  been  always  my 
aspiration  to  link  together  the  Provinces  by  iron 
bands,  bul  at  the  same  time  I have  always  felt 
that  when  this  cannot  be  accomplished  it  is  our 
duty  to  take  the  next  best  thing — that  is,  the 
road  to  Pictou.  I find  there  are  two  lines  that 
can  be  pursued— one  through  Earltown  and  the 
other  to  Whall’s  Mills.  One  line  brings  us  ten 
miles  on  the  Intercolonial  line,  and  proceeds 
within  a very  short  distance  of  the  harbour  of 
Brule— as  safe  a harbor  as  any  around  our 
coast.  The  Goverment  of  Prince  Edward  Isl- 
and are  now  constructing  a wharf  not 
anticipating  the  action  which  this  Province 
is  about*  to  take.  But  if  the  Earltown  route 
is  chosen  it  would  take  the  road  within  7 or  8 
miles  of  Brule,  which  is  30  miles  distant  from 
P.  E.  Island — or  20  miles  nearer  than  by  the 
Pictou  line.  It  is  only  a matter  of  time  in  res- 
pect to  these  lines.  I believe  the  Intercolonial 
Railway  must  be  completed  in  good  time,  and  I 
know  that  gentlemen  all  around  entertain  the 
same  opinion.  In  conclusion,  I will  but  add 
that  I trust  th*  Government  will  give  that  con- 
sideration and  credit  to  those  members  of  the 
Opposition  who  support  this  measure  to  which 
they  are  fully  entitled. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  ANN  AND. 

Mr.  Annand  made  a few  remarks  in  reference 
to  the  motion  made  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Yarmouth,  which,  he  said,  was  one  which  ought 
to  be  agreed  to  by  the  Government.  He  then 
went  on  to  say  : — Here  we  are  on  the  14th  day 
of  March,  and  yet  the  House  has  not  had  the 
Estimates  submitted  to  it.  They  were  late  last 
year  in  coming  down,  but  they  are  later  this 


year.  I have  mark  d during  this  debate,  short 
as  it  has  been,  the  silence  of  members  from  the 
western  section  of  the  Province,  and  I natural  y 
ask  myself  what  it  means  I ask  myself  how 
it  is  that  gentlemen  who  came  up  to  vote 
aeainst  a railway  policy,  sit  in  silence.  I ask 
myself  how  my  own  district  is  to  dealt  with — it 
is  not  a railway  county — the  road  only  passes 
by  it  for  a few  miles.  I ask  for  delay — for  in- 
formation how  the  services  of  this  country  are 
to  be  provided  for.  I wish  to  know  if  a great 
job  is  to  be  perpetrated  in  connection  with  the 
measure  of  railway  extension.  We  have  been 
told  during  this  session  that  little  or  nothing  isi 
to  be  done  in  respect  to  the  work  except  mak- 
ing the  preliminary  surveys.  If  that  is  to  fee 
the  policy,  what  is  the  pressing  necessity  of 
passing  the  present  measure  at  the  present; 
time.  I believe,  in  all  sincerity,  that  the  pre- 
sent legislation  on  this  subjet  vill  carry  U3  fur- 
ther than  the  legislation  of  last  year.  I do  not 
believe  you  will  advance  a single  mile  further  than 
W ball’s  Mills,  the  point  mentioned  in  the  bill  of 
1868.  I believe  the  question  of  the  Intercolonial 
railway  is  looming  up,  and  more,  what  do  we  see 
going  on  in  the  neighbouring  Provinces.  Do  wa 
not  see  the  action  of  New  Brunswick  in  respect 
to  the  European  aud  North  American  Railway  ? 
Should  not  these  facts  make  us  hesitate  before 
committing  ourselves  to  the  present  measure  ? 1 
have  great  faith  in  our  resources,  but  I do  not 
think  ws  are  able  to  make  a railway  to  Pictou 
and  another  to  the  frontier  of  New  Brunswick 
at  the  same  time.  Looking  then  at  the  present 
aspect  of  matterg,  I am  much  afraid  a great  mis- 
take is  being  perpetrated  by  the  Government  of 
this  Province. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  MILLER. 

Mr.  Miller  said— I rise  to  support  the  motion 
of  the  hon  member  for  Yarmouth.  In  doing  sc, 
I may  be  permitted  to  say  that  I do  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  opposing  the  Pictou  Railway.  I 
have  given  this  question  that  consideration  its 
vast  importance  demands,  in  view  of  the  heavy 
liability  it  is  going  to  entail  upon  the  people  of 
this  country.  I have  considered  it  in  relation  to 
the  immediate  interests  of  my  own  constituents, 
and  in  relation  to  the  general  interests  of  ther 
whole  Province.  In  dealing  with  a subject  ofthier 
character,  although  ray  first  duty  ia  to  those  I re- 
present, I am  not  disposed  to  act  in  a sectional  or 
narrow  spirit,  or  lose  sight  of  what  is  due  to 
others.  If  the  subject  of  the  Pictou  Railway  wera 
submitted  to  me  alone — I mean  free  from  unfair 
pledges  to  the  West  — I would  vote  for  it, 
though  I would  not  feel  myself  under  any 
pressure  to  take  that  course.  I am  inclined 
to  look  upon  it  as  a measure  of  justice  to 
the  Eastern  portions  of  Nova  Scotia  proper,  but  I 
do  not  look  upon  it  in  the  same  light  with  refer- 
ence to  Cape  Breton,  as  seme  members  from  that 
Island.  That  it  will  benefit  us  to  some  extent  I 
freely  admit,  but  not  in  comparison  with  the  largo 
sum  of  money  we  will  be  called  upon  to  contribute 
towards  its  construction.  I think  the  proposed 
extension  will  prove  of  great  advantage  to  the 
counties  of  Pictou  and  Antigonish,  as  well  as  o 
considerable  benefit  to  Inverness  and  Guysboro'*, 
but  that  it  will  be  equally  beneficial  to  the  conn- 
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tied  of  Richmond,  Victoria,  and  Cape  Breton,  I 
do  not  in  all  sincerity  believe.  As  I said  before, 
however,  if  the  question  was  merely  the  extension 
to  Pictou,  I would  be  prepared  cheerfully  to  over- 
come any  doubts  or  objections  in  my  mind  with 
regard  to  it,  and  give  the  measure  a cordial  sup- 
port. The  Eastern  termination  of  our  Railway  is 
not  now  certainly  where  it  ought  to  be,  and  with- 
out indulging  in  the  very  sanguine  hopes  of  some 
hon.  gentlemen,  I have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that,  comparatively,  we  will  improve  the  paying 

Sualities  of  the  work  by  this  bill.  I do  not  mean 
y thb  that  the  line  to  Pictou  will  yield  the  inter- 
est on  the  capital  invested  in  it,  for  I am  unable 
to  reason  myself  into  this  opinion,  but  I do  think 
that  the  average  profits  on  the  whole  line  to  Pic- 
ton  when  carried  to  that  place,  will  be  larger  than 
those  on  any  other  portion  of  our  Railway  lines. 
But  I regret  that  this  bill  is  not  accompanied  by 
some  provision  for  an  undertaking  in  which  ths 
Island  of  Cape  Breton  takes  a deep  interest,  and 
to  which,  as  a matter  of  justice,  she  is  entitled— 
I mean  St.  Peter’s  Canal.  These  two  projects 
should  go  together  as  concessions  of  justice  to  the 
whole  Eastern  sections  of  Nova  Scotia.  Notwith- 
standing my  views  on  the  Pictou  Railway,  if  I 
supposed  that  the  latter  work  was  not  to  be  enter- 
ed upon  and  proceeded  with  in  good  faith, — if  I 
imagined  that  £400,000  were  to  be  taken  from  the 
public  treasury  for  local  improvements  in  Nova 
Scotia  proper,  while  a tithe  of  their  rights  would 
be  refused  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Breton, — I 
would  have  no  hesitation  in  voting  against  the 
measure  now  on  the  table  of  this  House.  It  is 
said  the  Government  intend  to  proceed  with  both, 
and  on  the  strength  of  this  assurance  to  a large 
extent  I am  now  shaping  my  conduct.  If  they 
are  honestly  disposed  towards  the  Island,  their 
policy  where  it  meets  my  approval,  shall  have  my 
cordial  support.  Above  all,  I shall  not  by  a fac- 
tious opposition  on  any  occasion  give  ground  to 
suppose  that  I can  be  improperly  influenced  so 
as  to  forget  the  interests  entrusted  to  me. — 
I regret,  however,  that  the  Government  should 
not  at  once  comply  with  the  requeet  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Yarmouth  to  bring  down  the  esti- 
mates. By  doing  this,  it  would  be  evident  to  all 
what  course  they  intended  to  pursue,  and  how 
far  expectations  were  likely  to  be  realised.  All 
doubts  by  this  course  would  be  set  at  rest,  and 
hon.  gentlemen  would  know  whether  they  were 
being  bouyed  up  by  delusions  or  realities.  I feel 
^nore  keenly  the  necessity  for  this  information 
from  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  reply  given 
me  » few  days  ago  by  the  Prov.  Secretary  in  re- 
ference to  St.  Peter’s  Canal.  If  it  be  the  inten- 
tion to  satisfy  the  hopes  that  have  been  excited 
in  all  quarters,  why  not  come  forward  in  a manly 
manner  and  show  the  country  how  it  is  to  be 
done.  If  we  do  receive  any  grant  for  expenditure 
at  St.  Peter’s,  I would  like  to  know  for  what  pur- 
pose it  is  to  be  given.  Is  it  for  the  completion  of 
the  Canal,  or  towards  Mr.  Laurie’s  suggestion  of 
a Marine  Railway  ? For  the  latter,  I would  not 
thank  the  Government,  nor  do  X believe  the  people 
of  Cape  Breton  will  thank  them.  Jf  we  are  en- 
titled to  any  thing— and  who  can  deny  our  right  ? 
we  are  entitled  to  the  full  assistance  required  to 
the  canal— and  nothing  less.  On  behalf 
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of  the  constitutency  I have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, I will  consent  to  no  compromise  on  this 
question — I will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than 
the  entire  completion  of  this  work,  nor  can  I do 
so  without  being  unfaithful  to  the  trust  they  have 
reposed  in  me. 

Now,  as  a good  deal  has  been  said  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Railway  policy  of  Nova  Scotia,  let  us  j 
enquire  what  is  the  character  of  that  policy? 
Eight  or  nine  years  ago,  by  legislation  most  un- 
fortunate for  Nova  Scotia,  or  at  least  for  the  lar- 
gest portion  of  it,  a debt  of  five  millions  of  dollars 
was  fixed  for  ever  upon  the  Province,  and  simply 
for  the  local  benefit  of  Halifax,  Hants  and  Col- 
chester, and  those  counties  immediately  in  their 
neighborhood.  I do  not  look  upon  the  advanta- 
ges it  confers  upon  other  counties  as  worth  any 
consideration  in  comparison  with  the  vast  sum  of 
money  expended  on  this  great  work.  Certainly 
Cape  Breton  is  very  little  interested  in  this  rail- 
way as  it  at  present  stands,  for  she  has  derived 
little  or  no  benefit  from  it.  Indeed,  looking  at  the 
fact  that  the  Island  contains  over  one  fifth  of  the 
population  of  the  Province,  and  contributes  more 
than  a proportionate  share  of  the  revenue,  it  is 
clear  that  fully  one  million  of  dollars  of  her  mo- 
ney has  been  appropriated  to  the  Railway  system 
of  Nova  Scotia  proper.  That  large  sum  of  money, 
drawn  from  the  revenues  of  the  people  of  Cape  j 

Breton,  has  been  spent  for  the  especial  benefit  of  j 

three  counties  alone.  Within  the  last  five  years 
we  have  paid  as  interest  on  that  great  work  (for 
our  share)  something  like  $800,000.  Now,. I do 
not  presume  there  is  a single  man  in  this  country  I 
who  will  undertake  to  tell  me  for  one  instant  that 
Cape  Breton  has  derived  directly  or  indirectly  i 
from  that  railway  anything  like  a tithe  of  the 
money  expended  by  the  Province— -anything  com-  1 

mensurate  with  the  sum  she  has  contributed  as 
her  share.  On  the  contrary,  our  schools,  all  our 
local  improvements  have  been  neglected.  This 
Island,  so  abounding  in  those  resources,  that  are 
the  elements  of  all  national  wealth  and  greatness 
— with  a fertile  soil,  with  minerals  which  are  in-  j 
exhaustible — with  fisheries  both  inland  and  on  j 
her  sea-board,  worth  untold  wealth — has  been  sub- 
jected to  an  unwise  and  unjust  neglect,  and  been  J 
actually  retarded  in  its  progress  for  the  want  of  j 
this  money  in  meeting  the  requirements  of  a 
young  country,  which  haa  been  sunk  in  this  rail- 
way. It  is  true,  however,  that  despite  all  the  in- 
justice which  has  been  done  her,  she  has  taken 
steps  forward  in  the  march  of  improvement,  and 
bids  fair  at  no  distant  day  to  show  her  heels  to  every 
other  section  of  the  Province  ; but  she  has  done  j 
and  is  doing  so,  not  by  virtue  of  any  assistance 
she  was  entitled  to  receive  from  this  Legislature 
but  in  consequence  of  her  own  inherent  resources. 

It  is  pretty  well  known  to  all  who  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  political  history  of  the  past  that  the 
Cape  Breton  members  voted  for  the  railway  under 
the  belief  that  the  St.  Peter’s  Canal  was  to  be 
made  by  the  Government  of  this  country.  We 
all  know  how  that  pledge  was  redeemed,  although 
I may  do  the  justice  to  the  Government  of  that 
day  to  say  that  they  did,  whilst  in  office,  lend 
their  aid  towards  redeeming  the  promises  that 
had  been  made.  That  meagure  w&a  proceeded 
with  until  Mr.  Laurio  was  sent  down  to  the  conn- 
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ty  of  Richmond  to  report  upon  this  work,  and  he, 
as  every  one  is  aware,  did,  in  his  report,  baulk 
the  undertaking.  The  past  history  of  the  rail- 
way as  connected  with  the  Canal — the  fact  that 
the  pledge  that  had  been  made  in  reference  to  the 
canal  was  violated  aa  soon  as  the  railway  was  ob- 
tained, naturally  gives  reason  to  look  with  con- 
siderable suspicion  upon  any  undertaking  having 
the  same  object  in  view.  Whilst  the  railway  was 
in  progress,  whilst  it  was  necessary  to  keep  the 
Cape  Breton  members  to  the  support  of  that 
scheme,  the  Government  pretended  to  be  favour- 
able to  the  canal,  but  the  moment  the  road  was 
built  the  canal  was  immediately  abandoned.  I 
find  that  this  undertaking  in  which  I naturally 
take  so  deep  an  interest  is  mentioned  in  connection 
with  the  measure  of  railway  extension.  I do  not 
wish  to  suppose — it  would  be  unfair  for  me  to 
suppose — that  the  Government  intend  acting  in 
bad  faith,— I am  rather  inclined  to  believe  they 
do  not, — and  I may  add  if  I did  entertain,  this 
suspicion  I would  vote  against  the  railway  to  Pic- 
tou.  Yet  I cannot  feel  confident  when  I recollect 
past  treachery.  It  is  because  I see  some  prospect 
of  obtaining  the  St.  Peter’s  C&nal  that  I am  in- 
clined to  go  for  this  measure  of  railroad  extension 
but  it  is  because  I desire  some  assurance  to  this 
effect,  I wish  before  giving  my  vote  to  see  the  Bud- 
get. There  is,  however,  another  consideration 
affecting  me  which  has  much  influence  on  my 
mind.  It  has  been  justly  said  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  East  Halifax  (Mr.  Annand)  that  when  we 
see  the  Western  members  v/ho,  we  know,  have 
been  returned  in  opposition  to  any  railway  policy 
rally  around  this  measure,  alleged  to  be  so  anta- 
gonistic to  their  local  interests,  we  naturally  feel 
disposed  to  look  upon  their  conduct  with  a very 
large  degree  of  suspicion.  Is  it  intended  to  give 
the  Western  members  large  sums  of  money  in 
order  to  purchase  their  support  to  the  extension 
to  Pictou  ? As  far  as  I am  concerned,  I may 
state  that  if  the  Western  Counties  are  to  absorb 
all  the  revenue  in  order  to  enable  this  ro&d  to  be 
built  I would  feel  it  my  duty  to  oppose  the 
whole  thing  at  once  as  a Cape  Breton  represen- 
tative. Are  the  rights  end  interests  of  the 
people  of  Cape  Breton  to  be  trifled  with  and 
bartered  away  in  this  manner  ? We  have  already 
suffered  much  by  the  railway  policy  of  Nova 
Scotia,  but  to  these  terms  of  spoliation  I trust  we 
are  not  to  be  called  upon  to  submit.  The  pro- 
posed extension  is  no  great  boon  to  us  on  any  con- 
ditions, but  on  such  terms  as  these  it  would  be  a 
measure  demanding  my  strongest  reprehension. — 
These  are  strong  arguments  to  my  mind  why  the 
Fin.  Secretary  should  at  once  submit  the  public 
estimates.  But  what  do  I hear?  I have  heard 
the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary  say  it  was  the  inten- 
tion to  extend  the  road  not  only  to  Pictou  but  to 
the  fertile  vales  of  King’s  and  Annapolis.  If 
then  the  revenues  of  Cape  Breton  are  to  be 
pledged  to  give  large  extra  grants  to  the  Western 
Counties— if  it  is  the  intention  also  to  extend  the 
road  to  Annapolis  as  well  as  Pictou — if  there  is 
any  implied  understanding — any  secret  negotia- 
tions to  that  effect,  I would  be  obliged  at  once  to 
oppose  this  measure  as  calculated  to  produce  re- 
sults most  prejudicial  to  the  island  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton. At  the  present  time,  we  do  not  get  anything 
like  justice,  and  is  it  proposed  to  pursue  a 


course  which  may  take  away  that  little  meed  of 
justice  which  we  now  receive? 

Under  these  circumstances  I repeat,  sir,  I feel 
anxious  to  see  the  Budget.  Locking  at  the  que&- 
tion  in  all  its  bearings — considering  the  fact  that 
gentlemen  returned  to  oppose  the  railway  are  now 
giving  it  their  warm  support,  I cannot  but  feel 
that  there  is  something  contained  in  the  Budget 
which  is  not  calculated  to  promote  our  real  inter- 
ests. If  it  is  the  intention  to  give  immense  sub- 
sidies to  the  West,  I would  have  no  hesitation  in 
opposing  the  measure,  for  it  ia  obvious  that  in 
such  an  event  the  St.  Peter’s  Canal  must  be  in- 
definitely postponed.  I therefore  think  it  is  only 
just  to  the  people’s  representatives  that  the  esti- 
mates should  be  submitted  before  asking  them  to 
pass  a measure  in  reference  to  which  so  many 
suspicions  of  the  character  I have  stated  attach. 
I did  not  rise,  sir,  to  discuss  the  arguments  urged 
either  for  or  against  the  Pictou  railway.  These 
have  all  been  so  long  before  the  country  that  their 
repetition  would  only  be  a useless  waste  of  time. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  debate  at  any  length  a ques- 
tion that  is  completely  exhausted.  Neither  is  it 
my  intention  to  refer  to  the  subject  of  the  Inter- 
colonial line  which  has  been  so  long  before  the 
people  of  these  Provinces.  When  that  question 
at  any  time  comes  before  the  Legislature  I will  be 
prepared  to  deal  with  it,  as  I think  it  should  be 
dealt  with.  In  the  meantime  hon.  gentlemen 
should  not  be  so  much  concerned  about  their  con- 
sistency on  that  question  or  make  it  the  exclusive 
topic  of  debate.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I 
intend  to  support  the  bill  before  the  House  I trust 
the  Government,  will  comply  with  the  fair  request 
of  my  hon.  friend  from  Yarmouth,  and  not  ask 
us  to  take  too  much  upon  faith. 

SPEECH  OF  HON.  MS.  SHANNON., 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  said  that  while  the  mem- 
bers were  coming  in  he  would  offer  a few  re- 
marks upon  the  subject  before  the  House, 
although  he  was  physi  ally  incapable  of  saying 
much,  as  he  was  labouring  under  indisposition. 
Before  going  into  the  subj  cfc  of  debate,  he  would 
refer  for  a moment  io  the  remarks  of  the  mem- 
ber for  North  Hants,  who  complained  of  the 
situation  of  the  present  terminus  of  the  railroad 
at  Richmond.  It  certainly  should  be  much 
nearer  the  city,  and  he  presumed  that  one  rea- 
son why  the  present  disreputable  buildings  were 
allowed  to  remain  at  the  Depot,  was  because  it 
was  only  intended  as  a temporary  terminus,  and 
that  some  day  it  would  be  nearer  the  city. — 
There  was  a law  on  the  statute-book,  authori- 
zing the  construction  of  a horse  railroad  from 
Richmond  into  the  city,  and  he  hoped  that  if 
the  railroad  was  not  brought  further  into  the 
city,  that  at  all  events  that  accommodation 
would  soon  be  afforded  to  the  travelling  public. 
He  was  rather  amused  at  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  member  for  North  Hants,  (Mr.  Churchill.) 
That  hon.  gentleman  said  that  he  was  < pposed 
to  all  railroads — he  considered  them  a mill  stone 
hung  round  the  necks  ot  the  people ; but  still  he 
did  not  seem  unwilling  that  the  debt  incurred 
for  their  construcuon  should  remain,  provided 
it  were  equalized  by  giving  the  west  its  share, 
and  wound  up  by  stating  his  intention  to  vote 
for  the  bill. 
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The  hon.  member  for  Yarmouth  seemed  to 
thii  k that  some  strong  eop  had  been  thrown  out 
to  induce  the  western  members  to  vote  for  this 
measure.  He(  Mr.  S.)  knew  nothing  of  any 
undue  means  having  been  used  to  obtain  any 
votes,  and  he  thought  that  when  the  Estimates 
were  brought  down  every  member  would  find 
that  the  wants  of  his  county  had  been  properly 
attended  to.  The  only  member  he  knew  that 
was  at  all  open  to  the  imputation  referred  to, 
was  {he  hon.  member  for  Yarmouth  himself,  for 
he  wanted  to  know  how  much  they  were  going 
to  give  Yarmou  h before  he  recorded  his  vote. 

He  was  sorry  to  hear  these  sectional  feelings 
expressed  and  urged  by  the  member  for  Yar- 
mouth. 'What  touched  the  interests  of  one  por- 
tion of  the  Province  affected  the  whole,  and  what 
advanced  the  prosperity  of  a part  contributed  to 
the  welfare  of  the  whole.  That  hon.  gentleman 
was  also  constantly  endeavoring  to  excite  the 
prejudices  of  country  members  against  the  city 
of  Halifax,  as  if  that  was  the  most  popular  argu- 
ment he  could  use  He  sorely  mistook  the  po- 
si  ion  in  which  the  metropolis  stood  in  relation 
to  the  rest  of  the  Province.  Take  Yarmouth 
itself,  although  to  a certain  extent  that  county 
formed  an  exception  to  the  rest  of  the  Province, 
and  he  did  not  wish  to  say  one  word  against  the 
people  of  that  noble  county  who  drew  their 
wealth  from  t eir  farms  and  from  the  sea— men 
who  by  self  dependence  and  energy  had  ac- 
quired for  themselves  large  means;  still  the  inter- 
ests of  Yarmouth  were  not  identical  with 
the  rest  of  the  Province,  for  from  the  trade  re- 
turns he  found  that  while  the  trade  of  the  rest 
of  the  Province  languished  that  of  Yarmouth  in- 
creased, and  although  the  western  part  of  the 
Province  depend: d more  upon  the  prosperity  of 
St.  John,  yet  still  that  section  of  the  country  in 
common  with  the  others  participated  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  meiropol  s. 

Take  a single  instance  of  the  intimate  connec- 
tion between  the  city  and  country.  When  a 
short  time  since  the  exigencies  of  the  war  com- 
pelled the  United  States  to  lay  an  embargo  upon 
the  exportation  of  cattle  which  formerly  sup- 
plied the  markets  of  Bermuda,  and  Nassau,  did 
Halifax  alone  benefit  by  the  trade  thus  thrown 
o en  to  her  ? Did  not  the  farmers  bom  the  west 
and  the  east,  and  even  as  far  as  Antigonishe.find 
a ready  market  for  their  cattle,  and  thus  partici- 
pate equally  with  the  metropolis  in  the  advanta- 
ges to  be  derived.  But  it  was  unnecessary  f r 
him  to  pursue  thi3  argument  any  further,  it 
was  self  evident,  and  he  would  turn  from  it  to 
make  a few  observations  upon  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  the  railway  question-  The  records  to 
which  the  hon.  member  for  Shelburoe,  had  re- 
ferred, showed  that  he  had  voted  against  the 
Hctou  Railroad  and  the  Intercolonial  road  last 
year,  and  in  the  speech  he  made  at  the  time,  he 
stated  that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  Pictouroad 
while  there  was  any  chance  of  the  Intercolonial, 
and  he  could  not  vote  for  the  Intercolonial  scheme 
then  submitted,  because  he  did  not  approve  of 
the  principle  upon  which  it  was  introduced. 

What  wa3  the  result 2 Just  as  be  anticipated. 
Canada  had  virtually  abandoned  the  Intercolo- 
nial road  ; and  if  he  was  told  that  she  was  now 
engaging  in  a survey,  he  would  tell  the  House 
why  she  considered  it  politic  just  now  to  hold 


out  the  idea  that  she  desired  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  work.  A bill  had  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  United  States, 
and  would  probably  pass  the  Senate,  to  abrogate 
the  Reciprocity  Trea  y,  and  to  prevent  the  pas- 
sing of  foreign  commodities  through  the  United 
States  duty  free.  If  that  bill  should  not  pass, 
we  would  not  hear  anything  more  about  the 
Intercolonial  railroad.  It  was  only  held  out  as 
a threat  to  prevent  the  Americans  from  repeal- 
ing the  Treaty.  Look  at  New  Brunswick,  and 
see  the  position  of  affairs  there.  Although  still 
holding  on  io  the  Intercolonial  scheme,  ht  John 
was  pressing  for  railway  extension,  even  to  the 
State  of  Maine— a d it  was  hardly  possible  that 
Mr.  Tilley,  v,  ho  was  the  most  able  man  in  that 
Province,  could  withstand  the  pressure. 

He  (Mr  S ) would  however  much  prefer  the 
extension  of  the  line  to  Canada  ; he  had  always 
looked  upon  that  scheme  not  merely  as  & Colo- 
nial affair,  but  as  one  of  an  International  cha- 
racter, and  he  had  always  thought  that  the 
British  Government  h d not  treated  us  fairly. 
It  was  ot  as  much  national  importance  for  her  to 
build  this  road,  as  to  strengthen  her  power  by- 
building  additional  fortifications  in  the  harbors 
of  Halifax,  St.  John,  or  Quebec.  These  were 
the  views  he  had  always  held,  and  which  he  had 
expressed  before  his  constituents  at  the  last 
election.  He  had  always  thought  that  the  first 
object  should  be  to  get  the  Intercolonial  Road, 
and  if  that  failed,  then  the  road  to  Pictou,  and 
these  were  the  reasons  why  he  voted  for  it  now. 
If  at  any  future  time  the  Canadians  should 
find  it  to  their  inter*  st  to  come  down  in  our  di- 
rection, there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  a 
Company  to  supply  the  link  between  Truro  and 
the  Bend  of  Petticodiac — and  it  would  still  be  in 
our  power  to  help  them  by  subsidies. 

The  advantages  of  the  Pictou  railroad  had  so 
often  been  treated  upon  that  it  would  be  a waste 
of  time  to  repeat  them.  The  coal  trade  would 
be  thrown  open  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  the 
trade  of  Prince  Edward  Island  would  be  inter- 
cepted to  a great  extent,  although  he  did  not 
think  tha  the  railroad  would  divert  the  whole 
of  it,  for  during  some  months  vessels  trading  in 
the  Gulf  would  divide  it.  But  there  were  cer- 
tain seas  ns  of  the  year— after  the  month  of 
October,  when  the  nav  gation  of  the  Gulf  was 
no  longer  safe,  and  that  was  the  time  when  the 
advantages  of  the  Pictou  road  would  be  felt. — 
But  this  subject  had  been  so  often  brought  be- 
fore the  House,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for 
him  to  enlarge  upon  it,  and  he  would  not  there- 
fore detain  the  House  any  longer. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  S.  MDONNELL. 

Mr  S.  McDonnell  said  : — Mr  Speaker — X do 
not  propose  to  offer  any  lengthened  observations 
upon  the  subject  now  before  the  House,  because 
it  is  one  that  has  been  long  before  t e country, 
and  has  been  In  times  past  fully  and  ably  dis- 
cussed It  is  indeed,  sir,  a difficult  task  to  say 
anything  new  on  the  question  of  Railroads  at 
present  without  the  risk  of  violating  the  limits 
of  truth.  It  i3  a happy  circumstance,  however, 
that  the  subject  of  the  Intercolonial  Road  has 
become  blended  with  that  of  the  present  Bill,  as 
this  opens  up  a larger  field  for  hon.  gentlemen 
to  exercise  their  eloquence.  Having  referred  to 
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the  Intercolonial  Road,  sir,  I will  here  say  some- 
thing regarding  it.  It  has  been  said  by  hon. 
gentlemen  that  if  the  Road  be  extended  to 
Pictou  as  contemplated  by  the  Bill  b fore  the 
House,  we  may  lorever  bid  farewell  to  this  great 
public  scheme  ; and  this  among  other  arguments 
has  been  put  forth  against  the  present  measure. 
I entirely  dissent  from  this  conclusion.  It  has 
also  been  said  that  if  the  House  repeal  the  act 
now  on  our  Statute  Book  providing  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Intercolonial  Road  this  Province 
will  break  faith  with  the  sister  Province  of 
Canada.  It  is  a strange  and  contradictory  cir- 
cumstance, sir,  that  while  in  this  House  the 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  are  assailing  the  go- 
vernment with  bad  faith  towards  Canada,  the 
opposition  in  the  Legislature  of  that  country  at 
the^same  time  are  arraining  the  government 
there  with  similar  bad  faith  towards  this  Pro- 
vince in  connection  with  the  same  question. 
Canada  has  already  repudi  ted  the  basis  of  the 
arrangement  made  at  the  Quebec  Confe- 
rence in  the  year  1862  and  virtually  aban- 
doned the  project  then  settled  upon.  Sir, 
i consider  the  legislation  of  last  session  in 
placing  on  the  statute  book  of  this  Province  a 
law,  binding  us  to  await  the  pleasure  and  action 
of  Canada, for  the  term  of  two  years,  to  construct 
thejj  Intercolonial  line,  an  act  as  unwise  as 
unprecedented  Thus  to  gag  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  Province  in  obedience  to  the  de- 
sires of  Canada  or  any  other  country,  and  gua- 
rantee that  whatever  exigencies  may  arise — 
whatever  circumstances  may  transpire,  wh  reby 
a different  line  of  policy  might  become  more 
expedient,  suited  to  the  interests  of  this  country, 
I look  upon  as  a stigma  upon  our  Legislature 
and  upon  ourselves  as  a people.  I will,  sir, 
with  pleasure  vote  to  erase  from  our  statute 
hook  an  act  so  impolitic  and  so  discreditable  to 
the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I hope  the  annual  payment  of  the  sum  of 
£20,000  or  £25,000,  which  I estimate  to  be  the 
maximum  interest  the  road  to  Pictou  will  cost, 
will  not  so  emba  rass  the  revenues  of  this  Pro^ 
vince  as  to  render  it  unable  to  participate  in  the 
construction  of  the  Intercolonial  or  European 
and  North  American  line  of  railroad,  when,  if 
ever,  a fitting  occasion  shall  offer.  Reasoning 
from  thj  present  prosperous  position  of  the 
country,  and  from  the  brig  tit  prospect-  that  loom 
in  the  future,  I entertain  no  apprehensions  in 
this  regard.  Tne  hon.  member  for  Yarmouth 
has  said  that  railways  will  plunge  this  Province 
into  a state  of  bankruptcy,  and  lead  to  financial 
ruin.  Now,  seeing  that  that  hon.  gentleman 
has  few  in  this  House  to  support  bis  views, 
that  manly  spirit  of  sympathy  I always 
experience  towards  those  engag  d in  battling 
against  might  prompt  me  to  vote  with  him, 
because  he  is  the  weaker  party.  But  if  I 
did  so,  in  this  case,  I would  be  acting  con- 
trary to  my  convictions,  *s  to  what  is  right 
and  proper,  with  respect  to  the  question  before 
us.  The  hon.  gentleman  has  said  that  there 
was  some  excuse  for  those  who  first  undertook 
our  railway  system,  when  compared  with  gen- 
tlemen now  advocating  the  conatruction  of  such 
a work— simply  because  theiormer  had  not  the 
lessons  of  experience,  possessed  by  the  latter. 
I will  tell  the  hon.  gentleman  that  our  railroads 


have  not  had  a fair  trial ; they  have  not  had 
that  trial  which  can  justify  any  man  in  alleging 
that  they  have  not  realized  the  anticipations 
formed  in  regard  to  t em  when  first  undertaken. 
The  gentlemen  who  first  undertook  to  give  us 
railroads  in  this  country,  some  of  whom  are 
still  present  in  this  House,  but  others  lam  sorry 
to  say  are  no  longer  sitting  around  these  beneh- 
to  adorn  this  Legislature, — these  hon  gentle- 
men, Isay, sir, never  intended  that  our  railroads 
should  end  where  they  now  do.  The  intention 
was  to  have  them  either  run  north  into  New 
Brunswick,  or  east  to  Pictou,  or  west  if  practi- 
ce and  advisable,  and  until  the  accomplishment 
of  this,  I again  say,  sir,  that  our  railroads  have 
had  no  fair  trial— such  a trial  as  they  are  entitled 
to.  The  hon.  gentleman  advises  this  House  to 
wait  awhile — that  we  are  in  too  much  hurry — 
that  we  should  await  the  action  of  the  other  Pro- 
vinces. I will  say,  sir,  that  procrastination  is  a 
dangerous  and  mischievous  policy,  under  any 
circumstances,  and  I think  it  delay  is  available, 
we  have  had  enough  of  it.  Six  years  have  now 
elapsed  since  railway  extension  has  been  sus- 
pended, and  during  this  time  the  road  has  been 
an  unfinished  and  incomplete  work. 

The  hon  gentleman  did  not  argue  or  under- 
take to  say  thar  the  road  should  always  termi- 
nate at,  Truro  where  it  now  does.  No  man  in 
this  house  would  have  the  hardihood  to  say  this. 
When  then  would  the  hon  gentleman  recom- 
mend the  extension  of  the  road  ? After  so  long 
a delay,  and  the  position  of  our  finances  so  en- 
couraging, I consider  this  an  opportune  time 
to  finish  the  work,  if  ever.  I was  surprised, 
sir,  the  other  day  to  hear  the  hon  gentleman 
say  that  the  Government  should  wait  until  the 
country  petitioned  for  the  extension  of  the  road ; 
th  t it  was  the  duty  of  a Government  in  all 
cases,  to  await  being  petitioned,  by  the  people, 
ere  undertaking  any  public  work  of  impor- 
tance. Sir,  this  was  a new  and  surpris- 
ing doctriue  to  me,  and  particularly  m 
from  a gentleman  of  his  long  parliamentary  ex- 
perience. I entertain  mubh  deference  for  the 
hon.  gentleman  ; but  I must  say  I have  a great 
deal  yet  to  learn,  aye,  the  first  p inciples  of 
legislative  duties,  if  he  is  correct  in  this  The 
hon.  gentleman  complains  of  the  insufficiency 
of  our  road  and  school  grants,  of  the  decrease 
in  those  grants  compared  with  what  they  for- 
merly were  before  the  commencement  of  the 
road,  and  attributes  the  whole  loss  t ) our  evil 
ways.  Now,  this  is  not  putting  the  case  fairly. 
Our  railroad  must  not  be  burdened  with  the 
weight  of  this  charge.  There  were  other  causes 
operating  to  keep  down  the  road  an  1 school 
grants.  Does  the  hon.  gentleman  not  know  that 
simultaneously  with  building  our  railways,  and 
since,  we  built  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  costing  the 
Province  over  £40,000,  besides  many  expensive 
Light  Houses,  a portion  of  the  Court  House  in 
this  city,  together  with  other  public  v orks. — 
Sir,  the  amounts  thus  absorbed  would  more 
than  make  up  any  deficiency  suffered  by  our 
roads  and  school  grants,  and  why,  therefore, 
uqjustly  accuse  the  railroads  of  this  destruction 
of  our  revenues  1 But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is 
the  position  of  those  services,  now1?  Why,  eir, 
never  before  in  the  history  of  this  Province 
were  such  large  grants  made  for  our  roads  and 
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bridges,  and  our  schools.  Now,  has  this  the 
remotest  appearance  of  bankruptcy  or  ruin  ? — 
In  conclusion,  sir,  I say  I am  in  favor  of  the 
extension  of  the  road  to  Pictou.  I am  in  favor 
of  it.  not  only  because  it  will,  in  my  opinion, 
benefit  the  county  which  I have  the  honor  to 
represent,  and  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  but 
because  that  I am  al&o  of  the  opinion  that  it 
will  benefit  the  Province  generally,  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  gentleman  in  this  House  to  res- 
pect the  general  interests  of  the  country.  I will 
not  go  so  far  as  my  hon.  colleague  from  Inver- 
ness, who  has  said  that  the  extension  of  the  road 
contemplated  would  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to 
the  county  of  Inverness  and  the  Island  of  Cape 
Breton  at  large.  No  doubt  but  it  will  improve 
the  travelling  facilities,  and  open  up  such  com- 
munications as  will  be  of  a decided  advantage  ; 
but  that  it  will  incalculably  benefit  us  I cannot 
admit.  As  I have  no  doubt  Mr  Speaker  that 
many  other  hon  gentlemen  are  desirous  of  giv- 
ing this  House  and  the  country  the  benefit  of 
their  views  on  this  important  subject,  and  as  the 
evening  is  now  well  advanced,  I will  occupy  no 
further  time,  and  will  only  add  that  I will  most 
cordially  support  the  bill  before  the  House. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  BILL. 

Mr.  Bill  said  : I feel  that  I cannot  give  a si* 
lent  vote  on  this  question,  Mr.  Speaker.  I am 
exceedingly  anxious  to  understand  my  hon. 
friend  from  Yarmouth  with  reference  to  h's  po- 
sition respecting  this  subject  That  hon.  men- 
ber  commeneed  at  the  birth  of  railways  in  this 
country,  and  has  traced  their  progress  down  to 
the  present  time.  He  has  told  us  that  our  rail- 
ways were  conceived  in  sin  and  brought  forth 
in  iniquity.  I confess  I do  not  understand  what 
he  means  by  that  expression.  Does  the  hon, 
gentleman  mean  that  those  who  were  instru- 
mental in  inaugurating  our  railway  policy  prac- 
tised deception  in  order  to  conserve  their  own 
individual  interest  ? If  so,  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  member  were  unfortunate,  because  two  of 
the  principals  in  originating  our  railway  system 
are  not  now  in  this  house  to  answer  for  them- 
selves I have  no  sympathy  with  those  hon. 
members  who  say  that  they  were  always  op- 
posed to  railways  and  railway  construction. 
When  Mr.  Howe  was  putting  forth  efforts  to 
introduce  railways  in  Nova  Scotia  I sympathised 
with  him  and  gave  him  my  moral  support,  but 
at  that  time  I had  not  the  least  idea  of  ever  re- 
presenting a constituency,  a d standing  here  ex- 
posing myself  to  the  gaze  of  the  Nova  Scotia 
Parliament.  At  that  time  I felt  that  it  was  to 
the  interest  of  the  country  to  build  railways 
upon  a moder  te  scale,  but  there  have  been 
times  since  that  period  when  I would  not 
have  voted  for  railroad  extension  I have 
been  long  a triend  to  railway  construction 
and  have  fought  up  the  Railroad  interest  in  my 
own  county  in  spite  of  the  most  determined  op- 
position In  times  past  the  great  difficulty  in 
getting  the  people  to  consent  to  railway  con- 
struction was  that  we  were  not  in  a position  to 
enable  the  government  to  give  them  a sufficient 
equivalent,  (for  the  amount  that  we  would, re- 
quire to  draw  from  the  Treasury  to  pay  interest) 
in  the  shape  ot  grants  for  Roads,  Bridges,  and 
Wharves.  But  this  objection  no  longer  exists 


as  the  Government  have  told  us  they  expect  to 
be  able  to  give  the  Western  people  an  ample 
equivalent  for  the  cost  of  rail  wav  extension. 
I believe  we  can  have  railways  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  have  them  honestly  too  The  hon.  member 
for  Yarmouth  fiercely  opposes  railway  extension, 
and  pronounces  any  scheme  for  going  on  with 
any  further  lines  as  absurd,  and  predicts  that 
ruin  and  bankruptcy  will  surely  follow  railroad 
undertakings  in  this  country.  Now  perhaps  the 
hon.  member  was  led  to  these  conclusions  upon 
consideration  of  the  unfortunate  circumstances 
under  which,  as  he  says,  our  railways  were  born. 
Now  the  manner  in  which  they  were  conceived 
and  the  conditions  under  which  they  were 
brought  forth,  renders  the  consideration  of  them 
all  the  more  important.  Let  me  remind  the 
hon  member  that  he,  and  also  the  hon.  member 
who  is  now  engaged  in  addressing  this  House, 
were  conceived  in  sin  and  shapen  in  iniquity  ; 
and  will  the  hon.  member  say  that  there  is  no- 
thing good  in  us,  and  that  no  hope  remains 
for  us  ? If  my  honorable  friend  entertains 
any  doubt  upon  this  question  let  him  call  upon 
our  reverend  Chaplain,  and  question  him  con- 
cerning this  point  of  doctrine,  and  see  if  he  will 
say  that  because  we  were  conceive  l in  sin,  and 
brought  forth  in  iniquity,  consequently  we 
are  good  for  nothing,  and  that  no  good  can  come 
out  of  us.  We  were  trained  on  the  t nees  of  our 
mother,  and  we  have  a duty  to  perform,  not 
only  to  our  Maker,  but  Iso  to  the  country  which 
gave  us  birth.  Our  reverend  Chaplain  would 
also  inform  us  that  though  we  were  so  unfortunate 
in  our  birth,  yet  we  could  contribute  to  the  hap- 
piness of  our  race,  and  through  the  provision 
made,  we  have  a prospect  of  receiving  honours 
beyond  those  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Nova  Scotian  Government  to  confer,  even  to  be 
priests  and  kings.  My  hon.  friend,  in  speaking 
of  the  effects  of  railways  and  railway  construc- 
tion upon  our  Province,  and  of  what  constitutes 
real  prosperity,  forgets,  or  leaves  in  the  back- 
ground, the  real  principle  of  pr  gress,  and  the 
essence  of  greatness  I will  ask  that  hon.  gen- 
tleman on  v hat  depends  the  future  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  Nova  Scotia  ? Is  it  our  ships 
that  plough  the  surface  of  the  deep  and  make 
gain  for  men  ? No,  sir.  Is  it  our  >0,000  acres 
of  dyke?  No,  sir.  Is  it  our  thousands  of  acres 
of  interval  that  is  nearly  equal  to  dyke  ? No, 
sir.  I it  our  tens  and  thousands  of  horses  and 
cattle  that  are  new  occupying  the  thousands  of 
stalls,  and  will  soonbegrazi  g on  more  than  a 
thousand  hills'?  No,  sir,  we  must  rest  our  hopes 
on  other  things  than  these,  if  we  wish  to  see 
Nova  f'cotia  become  the  b ightest  jewel  in  the 
crown  of  the  successor  of  the  Georges.  (Hear, 
hear  J I will  tell  you,  sir,  that  mind  cultivated 
under  religious  influences,  is  the  basis  of  pro- 
gress, happiness,  and  unqualified  prosperity. 
But  the  hon.  member  asks — What  do  you  want 
to  go  to  Pic  ou  for?  Well,  I will  tell  him  what 
we  want  to  go  there  for.  Besides  tapping  the 
waters  of  Pictou  harbour,  we  want  to  tap  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  Pictou.  We  want  inter- 
course with  Pictou,  we  want  exchange  of  senti- 
ment with  that  county  Pictou  is  a rising  place 
and  we  want  facilities  to  communicate 
both  materially  and  mentally  wit  her.  We 
want  to  be  in  a position  to  receive  lesson* 
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of  wisdom  from  her,  and  impart  instruction  in 
return.  I said  Pictou  was  a rising  place,  and  so 
it  is,  looking  at  the  representation  in  both  bran- 
ches of  the  Legislature  and  in  this  city.  When 
we  go  into  St.  Matthew’s  church  in  this  city, 
whom  do  we  find  occupying  the  pulpit  where  a 
giant  has  fallen  ? Why,  a Pictou  man.  Let  us  go 
into  Poplar  Grove  church,  and  whom  do  we  find 
officiating  there  ? Why,  a Pictou  man.  When 
we  see  a young  man  prominent  in  the  Sabbath 
school,  it  is  safe  to  conclude  that  he  came  from 
Pictou.  Let  us  go  into  the  different  stores  in 
the  city,  and  we  see  an  obliging,  courteous  mer- 
chant ; and  on  enquiring  whence  he  came,  we 
lear  , from  Pictou.  Attend  the  social  circle, 
and  observe  the  gayest  and  most  jovial  of  the 
throng,  and  enquire  who  they  are,  the  answer 
will  be,  “ Oh,  these  young  men  are  from  Pictou, 
and  most  promising  young  men  they  are.” — 
Well,  then,  let  us  extend  the  railway,  and  tap 
the  mind  of  Pictou.  We  have  tapped  the  mind 
of  Halifax  ; I can’t  say  that  we  have  tapped  the 
heart  ot  the  city,  because  we  are  yet  three  miles 
from  it,  We  have  the  railroad  to  Pictou,  tap- 
ping the  various  sections  of  that  fine  district ; 
and  after  we  get  to  Pictou,  let  us  tap  other  por- 
tions of  the  Province  by  steam  communication, 
in  order  to  afford  the  people  fac  lities  for  a freer 
intercourse.  This  being  accomplished,  let  us 
turn  westward,  and  tap  the  fertile  valleys  and 
luxuriant  fields  of  Kings  and  Annapolis,  and 
open  up  communication  with  the  good  people 
there.  Then  in  time  we  may  be  able  to  reach 
Yarmouth,  and  tap  that  county,  which  my  hon. 
friend  who  is  opposed  to  all  railroad  construc- 
tion, represents  ; and  once  to  Yarmouth,  it  will 
not  be  a difficult  task  to  tap  the  muddy  flats  of 
the  county  of  Lunenburgh.  Then  we  will 
have  accomplished  a work  that  will  bind 
the  interests  of  the  Province  together  with 
the  ties  of  friendly  intercourse  and  benefi- 
cial associations.  A great  deal  has  been  said 
about  consistency,  and  much  about  a change 
in  the  sentiment  of  the  country.  Well,  it  is  only 
natural  that  changes  should  take  place  in  the 
world,  and  we  cannot  expect  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia  to  be  an  exception  to  this  principle. 
Let  us  look  at  the  matter  for  a moment.  Is 
England  what  she  was  twenty  years  ago  1 Is 
France  the  same  now  that  she  was  ten  years 
ago  ? Is  Italy  ot  to  day  the  Italy  of  five  years 
ago  ? No,  sir.  Improvement  is  on  the  march, 
and  to  stand  still  is  against  the  natural  order  of 
things.  If  a set  of  men  years  ago  argued  against 
the  policy  of  extending  railroads,  that  is  no  rea- 
son why  they  should  not  advocate  railway  ex- 
tension now.  This  is  an  age  of  progress.  Let 
it  not  be  said  that  a man  who  fo  merly  opposed 
railroads  and  now  votes  for  this  measure,  has 
changed  his  shirt.  The  less  we  talk  of  inconsis- 
tency the  better.  Who  will  say  that  the  policy 
of  Mr  Howe  in  1855  was  the  policy  of  Mr. 
Howe  in  1859  7 I think  it  would  be  for  the  in 
terest  of  Nova  Scotia  if  hon.  members  would 
put  away  these  old  journals  altogether,  and  not 
be  continually  raking  up  the  musty  records  of 
the  past  with  the  view  of  proving  the  inconsis- 
tency of  one  another.  We  can  get  along  very 
well  without  these  old  records,  and  I see  but 
little  use  in  retaining  them.  In  this  age  of  pro- 
gress we  hardly  know  one  day  the  position  we 


shall  occupy  the  next,  and  in  case  a man 
changes  his  opinion,  it  is  not  pleasant  for  him 
to  have  these  old  records  thro#n  into  his  face. 
If  I had  been  called  upon  to  value  Nova  Scotia 
on  Thursday  morning,  I should  have  been 
puzzled  to  decide  what  sum  to  fix  upon  ; I cer- 
tainly should  not  have  valued  it  as  highly  as  I 
would  upon  Friday  night  after  the  hon.  leader 
of  the  opposition  and  the  hon  member  for  Guys- 
boro,  (Mr.  S.  Campbell)  announced  their  inten- 
tion to  support  fhe  government  measure.  Only 
the  other  day  a person,  in  course  of  conversation 
told  me  that  the  House  was  equally  divided  on 
the  Railway  question,  and  that  it  rested  with  me 
to  say  whether  the  country  was  to  be  cursed 
with  railways  or  not.  Well  it  appears  now  that 
he  was  mistaken,  but  had  it  rested  with  me  I 
should  have  said,  “ Gentlemen  go  on,  go  on.” 
I will  not  oppose  railway  extension — I would 
rather  suffer  my  right  arm  to  be  obstructed  in 
its  coming  than  that  it  should  do  ought  to  op 
pose  the  progress  of  the  age. 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  KAULBACK. 

Mr.  Kaulback  said During  the  whole 
course  of  this  debate  we  find  gentlemen  descant- 
ing on  the  boundless  resources  of  their  own 
counties— referring  either  to  the  inexhaustible 
mines  to  the  east  or  to  the  fertile  valleys  of  the 
west — each  with  a view  of  showing  what  a great 
benefit  the  railway  would  be  did  it  go  in  their 
direction.  It  was  refreshing  to  my  ear  to  hear 
the  honorable  member  who  has  last  addressed 
us  in  such  an  amusing  style,  forgetting  the  lo- 
cal interests  which  animated  other  gentlemen, 
and  speaking  about  tapping  the  county  ot  Lu- 
nenburg by  railway  at  some  future  day.  As 
much  as  I should  like  to  have  this  idea  realized, 
I fear  it  would  be  indulging  in  vain  hopes.  I 
believe  it  to  be  more  to  the  interest  ot  my 
county  to  look  after  the  roads  and  bridges,  the 
fishing  and  farming  interests,  and  the  education 
of  the  people.  The  gentlemen  around  these 
benches  are  very  desirous  that  a division  should 
be  taken  upon  this  question.  The  subject  has 
been  so  often  and  fully  discussed  in  this  House, 
and  canvassed  in  the  press  and  among  the  peo- 
ple that  it  appears  waste  of  time  to  continue  the 
debate.  It  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  the  Bill 
will  be  carried  by  a very  large  majority.  There 
is  no  party  in  this  house  with  which  I could  be 
connected  in  opposing  this  Bill,  and  my  vote 
would  be  considered  factious.  Yet  it  is  well 
known  to  my  constituency  that  I have  opposed 
railways  by  Government.  The  roads  of  the 
country  have  been  neglected  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  railway,  and  I should  be  dis- 
posed to  give  away  the  road  to  any  com- 
pany that  would  undertake  to  extend  it 
to  Pictou  and  New  Brunswick.  But  no  such 
company  I am  afraid,  can  be  found. 

The  people  of  this  Province  have  been  decei- 
ved as  to  the  cost  of  the  railway,  and  delusive 
hopes  were  held  out  as  to  the  results  that  would 
follow  its  construction.  We  were  told  it  would 
cause  the  country  to  bloom  and  blossom  as  the 
rose, — that  it  would  populate  the  country, — and 
that  all  nature,  human,  animal  and  vegetable, 
would  be  re-animated.  If  it  is  to  have  this  won- 
derful effect  on  all  creation,  let  us  taka  it  beyond 
the  barren  county  which  now  surrounds  it,  to 


133 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 


where  cattle  fe^d  and  frolic  in  large  and  rich 
pastures.  If  it  will  have  this  effect  on  the  vege- 
table creation,  let  us  take  it  where  there  is  soil 
sufficient  for  seed  to  germinate.  If  it;  is  to  have 
this  wonderful  effect  on  our  own  species,  let  us 
take  it  through  some  habitable  country  and 
locate  it  by  the  wayside  of  the  cottager,  and  let 
him  enjoy  the  promised  blessing,  and  smile  upon 
the  partner  of  his  bosom  inspired  with  hopes 
that  have  animated  him  in  days  that  are  past. 

I feel,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  in  voting  for  this 
measure  I must  step  above  the  local  prejudices 
of  many  of  my  supporters.  1 hope  and  believe 
a new  era  is  dawning  upon  the  politics  and  pros- 
perity of  our  country,  and  that  our  policy  hence 
forth  must  be  progressive. 

SPEECH  OF  MB.  LONGLEY. 

Mr.  Longley  said  : — I would  not  say  a single 
word  perhaps  on  the  question  before  us  if  I did 
not  occupy  a somewhat  peculiar  position.  Since 
the  inception  of  railways  in  this  country  I have 
etood  opposed  to  them  in  this  House  and  out  of  it, 
and  in  my  own  county  particularly  have  again 
and  again  spoken  against  the  construction  of  rail- 
ways by  Government.  I feel  it  therefore  neces- 
sary not  only  for  my  own  satisfaction,  but  with  a 
view  also  of  furnishing  some  reasons  to  my  coa- 
Btituents  to  express  my  opinion  on  this  question 
at  this  time.  Now  I feel  that  our  position  in  re- 
gard to  the  construction  of  railways  has  essential- 
ly changed.  I may  say  that  were  the  question 
now  before  this  Legislature,  whether  we  should 
begin  the  construction  of  railways  by  Government 
or  not,  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I 
would  oppose  the  commencement  of  the  under- 
taking, but  we  are  all  familiar  with  the  argument 
based  on  the  fact  that  we  have  got  them,  and  that 
there  has  been  already  a large  expenditure  of 
money  in  connection  with  these  works.  It  seems 
to  me  it  can  be  clearly  shown  that  it  is  not  only 
for  the  interest  of  the  county  of  Pietou  and  other 
counties  to  the  Eastward,  but  really  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  whole  country  that  the  railway 
ehould  be  further  extended,  not  only  to  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence  but  also  at  no  distant  day  to  the 
counties  lying  west  of  the  terminus  at  Windsor  ; 
and  I may  say,  in  turning  this  question  over  in 
my  own  mind',  I have  been  considerably  influenced 
in  favour  of  the  Pietou  railway  in  view  of  the 
probability  that  the  road  once  completed  to  Pietou, 
there  will  be  little  difficulty  in  persuading  this 
Legislature  that  it  is  for  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  to  extend  the  railway  west,  and 
tbps  afford  the  people  of  that  section  facilities  and 
conveniences  that  up  to  the  present  day  have  been 
confined  to  a very  small  portion  of  this  county. — 
Now  I do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  go  into  an 
elaborate  argument  to  prove  that  the  railway  to 
Pietou  will  pay.  I believe  there  is  not  an  intelli- 
gent man  in  the  Province  who  doubts  that  it  will 
partially  pay  at  least,  or  at  any  rate  will  not  im- 
pose additional  burthens  on  the  people  of  this 
county.  Certainly  it  must  open  up  the  resources 
of  the  most  interesting  counties  in  the  Province, 
and  in  a very  few  years  diminish  rather  than  in- 
crease the  amount  of  interest  consequent  on  the 
expenditure.  Probably  some  years  may  elapse 
before  that  happens,  but  I think  we  have  already 
the  amount  of  railway  stock  required  even  if  the 


road  is  extended  to  Pietou  and  further,  and  it  iis 
quite  certain  that  the  railway  to  that  town  can  be 
worked  at  a comparatively  smaller  cost  than  to 
Truro,  its  present  terminus.  Now  there  is  an- 
other fact  in  connection  with  the  extension  of  the 
railway  that  I consider  is  not  undeserving  of  the 
attention  of  gentlemen  around  these  benches  and 
it  is  this. 

The  Savings’  Bank  system  is  to  be  expanded 
by  the  addition  of  £70  000  to  its  present  amount, 
raising  the  sum  to  £200,000,  thus  giving  us  half 
the  sum  required  at  once, — then  our  debentures 
will  readily  sell  among  our  own  capitalists  for  the 
remainder  ; the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  make  us 
entirely  independent  of  foreign  a:d,  and  instead 
of  sending  our  money  out  of  the  country  from 
year  to  year  to  pay  interest,  it  will  be  paid  to  our 
own  people. 

This,  I think,  removes  many  of  the  objections 
which  some  hon.  gentlemen  have  urged  in  oppos- 
ing a measure  which  is,  m some  degree,  of  a sec- 
tional character. 

The  prevailing  opinion  among  the  people  X re- 
present, at  the  present  time,  is  opposed  to  railway 
extension.  There  was  a time  when  the  people  of 
Annapolis  were  very  sanguine  in  regard  to  rail- 
way reeultg  ; but  their  anticipations  not  having 
been  realised  for  a term  of  years,  the  sentiment 
seemed  to  set  in  a different  direction  ; but  looking 
back  at  the  present  encouraging  aspect  of  our 
railways,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  by  the 
time  the  road  is  extended  to  Pietou  we  shall  have 
very  little  difficulty  in  proceeding  on  West,  and 
show  them  that  it  was  for  their  own  interest  as 
well  as  for  that  of  Pietou,  that  the  Railway  waa 
extended  to  the  Gulf. 

Now,  there  was  an  argument  used  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Yarmouth,  (Mr.  Kill&m),  which  I 
think  is  not  correct, — and  I am  very  sorry,  hav- 
ing to  some  extent  shared  his  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  undertake  to  controvert  a single  argu- 
ment that  he  has  advanced, — it  is  with  reference 
to  the  large  reductions  in  the  road  grants  from 
year  to  year,  consequent  on  the  construction  of 
railways  in  this  Province.  It  is  quite  true  that 
for  several  years  our  road  grants  were  materially 
diminished,  from  some  £43,000  down  to  £25,000 
at  one  period  ; but  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
for  two  or  three  years  past  the  road  grant  has 
gradually  crept  up,  almost  as  rapidly  as  it  Went 
down,  so  that  last  year  there  was,  I think,  some 
£35,000  altogether,  or  £10,000  in  advance  of  the 
year  be  mentioned,  whilst  this  year  there  is  reason 
to  believe  it  is  likely  to  come  up  to,  if  not  exceed  the 
grant  of  1857.  Now,  what  is  the  argument  to  be 
derived  from  this  fact  ? Why,  that  notwithstanding 
the  large  sum  that  has  been  sent  out  of  the  Pro- 
vince for  railway  interest  the  progress  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  steadily  onward,  and  at  the  present 
day  we  can  boast  of  such  a financial  condition  as 
we  never  before  reached.  With  this  fact  before 
us,  with  the  railway  in  a prosperous  state,  with 
resources  of  the  country  rapidly  developing,  it  is 
obvious  that  we  can  be  in  no  great  danger  in  pay- 
ing £24,000  more  for  a work  which  must  increase 
the  revenue  of  our  present  line  and  open  up  some 
of  the  finest  counties  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  seems  to 
me  if  we  could  commence  a work  of  such  magni- 
tude in  1854  and  ’55,  when  our  revenue  was  but 
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little  in  excess  of  £100,000,  we  can,  with  safety, 
incur  a debt  of  £24,000  additional  a year  when 
the  revenue  is  £300,000.  I think  there  is  the 
beet  reason  to  believe  that  the  advantage  confer- 
red upon  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Province  will 
tend  to  the  reduction  of  expense,  by  several  thou- 
sand pounds,  in  a few  years— not  taking  into  ac- 
count the  revenue  derived  from  the  amount  of 
coal  brought  over  the  road.  I thiDk,  taking  every- 
thing into  consideration,  that  in  two  or  three 
years  after  the  road  ia  completed  the  additional 
exDenditure  will  not  exceed  £12,000  a year. 

There  are  other  considerations  which  operate 
upon  my  mind  to  induce  me  to'  vote  for  this  mea- 
sure. i must  say  that  having  given  a good  deal 
of  consideration  to  the  subject,  my  conclusion  has 
been  that  it  is  for  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
this  country  as  well  as  for  those  of  the  section 
where  the  road  goes,  that  the  undertaking  should 
be  at  once  commenced,  and  I feel  if  to-day  I was 
called  upon  to  appear  before  my  constituents  I 
could  give  sufficient  reasons  wby  I am  disposed  to 
give  my  faithful  support  to  a measure  which 
commends  itself  to  my  judgment,  and  in  so  doing 
to  support  a government  who  I think  are  entitled 
to  credit  for  manliness  and  sincerity  in  submit- 
ting it. 

At  the  time  the  railway  system  of  this  Province 
was  commenced,  and  a million  pounds  was  ex- 
pended in  connection  with  the  undertaking,  it  was 
never  contemplated,  either  by  the  supporters  cf 
railways  by  Government  or  by  those  who  opposed 
the  principle,  that  the  railway  having  reached 
certain  points  should  remain  stationary.  It  was 
believed  that  the  time  would  arrive  when  it  would 
be  necessary  to  extend  both  east  and  west  ; and  I 
believe  that  time  has  now  arrived  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  and  their  present  sup- 
porters to  stand  forward  as  advocates  of  exten- 
sion. I may  say  it  afforded  me  great  gratification 
to  hear  the  Provincial  Secretary,  the  other  even- 
ing, in  some  remarks  he  made  on  this  question, 
enunciate  what  I conceive  to  be  the  correct  and 
sound  view  in  reference  to  this  subject,  and  I look 
forward  to  the  time, — not  at  all  remote  I believe — 
when  the  railway  from  Windsor  will  be  extended 
through  the  productive  and  fertile  counties  of 
Kings  and  Annapolis,  if  indeed  it  does  not,  as 
conjectured  by  Mr.  Churchill,  reach  the  remote 
oounty  of  Yarmouth.  Nor  do  I think  it  is  beyond 
the  bounds  of  possibility  that  even  my  hon. 
friend,  Mr.  Killam,  may  eventually  change  his 
views,  and  come  forward  and  admit  that  the  policy 
that  is  now  being  advocated  is  a sound  policy.  I 
am  unwilling  to  deprive  my  own  constituents  as 
well  as  those  of  the  valuable  and  productive  coun- 
ty of  Kings,  of  the  conveniences  and  indirect  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  railways.  We  have  la- 
bored under  disadvantages  long  enough,  and  if 
committed  irrevocably  to  railways,  and  the  fur- 
ther extension  is  our  salvation,  everything  per- 
suades us  to  the  advocacy  of  this  policy.  I feel 
what  great  advantages  would  result  to  my  county 
by  carrying  the  railway  past  their  doors  and  thus 
, give  them  facilities  for  carrying  them  produce  to 
market,  such  as  are  now  enjoyed  by  the  counties 
of  Colchester,  Hants,  and  one  or  two  others.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  mainly  through  the 
instrumentality  of  this  railway  the  value  of  se- 
veral commodities  has  been  increased  to  some 


extent — that  many  things  that  are  now  brought 
to  this  market  at  a profit  could.not  be  brougnx 
at  all  if  it  were  not  for  the  railway. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me,  I think,  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  beautiful  county  I represent, 
all  the  advantages  railway  extension  must  confer 
upon  it  ; but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  say  that  wo 
produce  some  50,000  barrels  of  apples,  with  an 
early  prospect  of  100,000  barrels  and  one  hundred 
tons  of  cheese  annually,  with  various  other  com- 
modities not  so  great  in  value.  I must  remindi 
the  House  of  the  great  advantages  resulting  to 
the  country  of  being  able  to  bring  these  products 
to  this  market  with  despatch.  It  must  be  kept 
in  mind  that  some  of  these  commodities  must  be 
expanded  in  value  by  being  brought  expeditiously. 
There  are  valuable  kinds  of  apples  that  would  be 
doubled  in  value  by  being  carried  quickly  by  rail 
instead  of  being  exposed  to  the  uncertainty  of  a 
carnage  by  water.  Then  they  would  come  in  all 
their  freshness  and  possessed  of  all  those  qualities 
that  they  should  exhibit.  These  are  considera- 
tions which,  of  themselves,  are  quite  sufficient  I 
conceive  to  justify  me  in  giving  my  support  to 
this  measure  ; and  I may  remark  that  most  of  the 
embarrassment  I naturally  felt  m dealing  with 
this  subject,  has  been  removed  by  the  assurances 
of  the  govern  ment. — and  I have  always  been  ready 
to  place  considerable  reliance  in  them — that  no 
interest  or  service  in  the  country  would  be  neglec- 
ted ; but  on  the  contrary,  there  would  be  a very 
considerable  increase  to  the  road  grant  and  tho 
various  other  matters  which  the  people  are  parti- 
cularly interested. 

I may  here  state  that  I have  always  disapproved 
of  the  plan  or  proposition  for  the  construction  of 
the  Intercolonial  railway.  It  is  a matter,  how- 
ever, of  very  little  moment  whether  I approve  or 
disapprove  of  it,  but  as  far  as  I can  exercise  my 
judgment,  I do  think  that  to  commit  this  Pro- 
vince to  the  payment  of  some  fifty  thousand 
pounds  a year — a sum  altogether  beyond  that 
which  Nova  Scotia  could  be  properly  called  upon 
to  pay— is  a policy  which  cannot  commend  itself 
for  & moment  to  an  intelligent  man.  With  this 
view,  I think  there  ought  not  to  be  any  hesitation 
whatever  in  sweeping  away  the  enactments  passed 
last  year  with  reference  to  this  undertaking. 

I will  only  say  in  conclusion,  that  our  resources 
are  only  just  beginning  to  expand.  We  find  our 
mining  interests  being  developed  most  remark- 
ably ; every  branch  of  trade  in  a most  satisfactory 
condition  ; every  branch  of  industry  prospering 
with  every  prospect  of  their  remaining  so — and, 
therefore,  I do  not  think  we  are  incurring  any 
large  risk  in  committing  ourselves  to  a scheme 
that  will  only  cost  us  an  annual  payment  of  £24,- 
000.  I believe  this  work  will  result  in  advantages 
that  at  the  present  time  we  cannot  fairly  estimate. 

I believe  in  good  time  we  wili  be  able  not  only  to 
extend  our  railway  west,  but  connect  with  the 
whole  railroad  system  of  this  continent. 

I shall  not  be  surprised  if  the  people  west  ex- 
press some  measure  of  disapproval  at  the  road  not 
proceeding  west  simultaneously  with  the  exten- 
sion east,  but  anxious  as  I am  to  meet  their  wishes 
in  this  respect  I am  persuaded  the  soundest  policy 
has  been  adopted.  To  extend  east  and  west  at  the 
same  time,  would  delay  very  materially  the  com- 
pletion of  the  line  to  Pictou  and  accomplish  little 
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or  nothing  for  the  west.  Considerable  engineer- 
ing difficulties,  attended  with  large  outlay,  are  at 
once  met  on  leaving  Windsor,  and  these  can  be 
better  grappled  with  after  the  other  work  is  off 
our  hands. 

The  scheme  of  putting  an  aboideau  across  the 
Hantsport  river  may  fairly  be  considered  a sort  of 
preparation  for  and  earnest  of  extension  west, 
and,  then  this  first  scheme  successfully  accom- 
plished the  grander  scheme  of  thus  spanning  the 
“Avon  ” and  reclaiming  almost  marsh  enough  to 
pay  for  the  whole  undertaking  will  no  longer  be 
problematical.  If  the  cost  of  the  work  does  not 
exceed  the  estimate  of  £40,000,  then  the  1600 
acres  of  marsh  said  to  be  reclaim&ble,  at  £25  per 
acre,  will  entirely  cover  the  outlay  ; but  assum- 
ing much  lower  results,  the  difficulties  and  ex- 
pense have  wonderfully  diminished,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  both  scientific  and  practical  men. 

Let  us,  therefore,  look  hopefully  on  the  future 
*&nd  no  longer  stand  in  dread  of  disasters  to  come. 
With  every  obligation  of  the  country  met  and  a 
surplus  of  $'106,000  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end 
of  the  year  ; with  a road  grant,  including  extras, 
in  excess  of  any  former  period  ; with  the  rich  re- 
turns of  our  mines  and  minerals  and  general 
prosperity, — why  should  we  refuse  to  proceed 
with  our  public  works,  and  thus  check  enter- 
prise, and  mar  our  progress  to  honor  and  future 
success. 

REMARKS  OF  MR  KILLAM,  &C. 

Mr.  Killam  made  a few  general  remarks,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  stated  that  he  saw  it  was 
useless  for  him  to  move  his  resolution,  and  he 
would  therefore  withdraw  it.  He  said  the  ar- 
guments that  had  been  used  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  were  of  a purely  speculative  character. 
He  believed  that  his  opinions,  tho’  of  little  weight 
now,  would  be  considered  sound  not  many  years 
hence  when  our  railways  had  borne  their  fruits. 
He  contended  that  all  he  services  of  the  country 
had  suffered  materially  in  consequence  of  the 
railway,  and  went  into  various  calculations  to 
show  how  the  road  grant  more  especially  had 
gone  down  in  the  course  of  a few  years.  In  the 
face  of  these  facts,  it  was  absurd  to  state  that 
the  railway  had  done  any  material  benefit  to  the 
Province.  He  argued  that  the  figures  of  the 
railway  department  itself  did  not  exhi- 
bit these  results  which  could  give  satisfac- 
tion to  the  country.  If  the  road  grant  had 
been  brought  down  from  £60.000,  to  £35,- 
Q00,  last  year,  what  might  we  not  expect  wheh 
the  road  was  extended,  and  the  annual  interest 
on  railway  expenditure  largely  increased.  It 
was  obvious  to  any  one  that  as  the  railway  debt 
increased,  the  road  grant  must  diminish  accord- 
ingly ; for  the  figures  he  had  adduced  proved 
that  conclusively.  During  the  past  year,  there 
had  been  a large  revenue,  which  might  enable 
the  Government  to  provide  largely  for  the  differ- 
ent services,  but  that  could  not  last  long.  The 
shipbuilding  that  had  been  so  extensively  carried 
on  during  the  last  year  had  brought  in  a large 
amount  of  ad  valorem  goods  ; but  when  that 
branch  of  industry  failed,  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  could  not  last  long.  He  was  afraid  to 
contemplate  the  results  that  must  accrue  a few 
years  hence  if  the  debt  of  the  Province  was  in- 


creased ; the  taxation  of  the  country  would  be 
inordinate,  and  all  the  great  public  services 
would  be  neglected.  There  were  other  interests 
beside  railways  that  ought  to  be  attended  to. 
For,  instance,  there  was  the  shipping  interest, 
which  had  contributed  so  largely  to  the  revenue 
and  prosperity  of  this  Province ; should  not 
something  be  done  to  give  it  additional  impulse 
and  encouragement.  The  lighthouse  at  the 
end  of  Halifax  harbour  had  been  for  years  in  a 
deplorable  condition,  but  it  had  not  been  atten  - 
ded  to.  A gun  for  the  turning  point  at  Canso 
had  been  long  wanted,  but  it  had  been  entirely 
overlooked.  Everything  h d to  give  way  to 
this  cry  of  “ Railways/’  He  had  been  amused 
at  the  statements  of  some  hon.  gentlemen  that 
there  was  nothing  “ eo-ahead”  in  him.  He 
would  ask  the  people  of  Yarmouth  if  that  asser- 
tion were  true.  He  believed  that  no  one  could 
deny  that  the  industry  and  energy  of  Yarmouth 
had  tended  much  towards  building  up  the  pros- 
perity of  this  Province.  The  people  of  that 
county  were  as  far  sighted  as  any  others  in 
this  Province,  and  fully  appreciated  the  evil 
results  that  accrued  from  railways.  In  conclu- 
sion, the  hon.  gentleman  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  Government  had  not  yielded  to  his  re  ■ 
quest,  to  produce  the  Estimates,  in  order  that 
the  House  might  see  how  the  distant  counties 
which  were  not  at  all  benefitted  by  the  railway 
were  to  be  ^ealt  with.  He  felt  sorry  to  see  any 
body  of  intelligent  men  lending  themselves  to  a 
scheme  which  was  going  to  inflict  so  much  in- 
jury on  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Parker  said  that  it  would  apppear  that 
a great  change  had  come  over  the  minds  of  some 
hon.  members  within  the  last  few  years.  A few 
years  ago  the  men  who  were  now  supporting  rail- 
way extension  complained  loudly  of  the  burden 
placed  on  the  country  by  the  construction  of 
railways,  and  declared  that  the  interest  £60,000 
a year  was  a great  millstone  around  Bluenose’s 
neck.  Now  these  men  turn  r und  and  support 
railway  extension  on  a gigantic  seale.  He  was 
curious  to  know  what  had  caused  this  change  in 
the  tone  o these  hon.  gentlemen.  The  party 
now  in  power  had  opposed  railway  construction 
most  persistently  from  year  to  year  and  from 
time  to  time  No  longer  ago  than  last  session 
the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary  had  opposed  a 
proposition  to  build  the  line  to  Piet  u,  and  now 
he  stood  up  in  support  of  a measure  simi- 
lar n all  respects  to  a scheme  he  had 
previously  denounced.  He  would  like  to  hear 
that  hon.  gentleman  explain  the  cause  of  such 
sudden  conversion,  and  how  it  was  that  he  now 
advocated  railway  construction  as  a government 
work,  after  denouncing  that  policy  only  so  re- 
cently. The  men  who  but  a few  years  ago 
affirmed  that  the  payment  of  £60,000  per  year 
for  the  interest  on  the  railway  debt  was  impos- 
sible, now  declared  themselves  prepared  to  add 
tens  of  thousands  of  pounds  more  to  the  amount 
of  our  existing  liabilities.  He  could  scarcely 
bring  himself  to  believe  that  the  Government 
were  sincere  with  respect  to  this  measure,  and 
whether  the  project  would  be  carried  out  or  not 
was  very  uncertain,  because  the  party  that 
changed  their  policy  so  frequently  in  times  past 
would  be  liable  to  reverse  it  again  when  it  suit- 
ed their  interests  to  do  so.  He  loved  to  see 
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men  act  consistently.  He  would  say,  however, 
that  the  people  of  C'oleheste  county  had  been 
largely  benefitted  by  the  existing  railway,  and 
he  intended  to  support  the  bill  to  extend  the  line 
to  Pictou 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  LAWRENCE. 

Mr.  Lawrence  said  : — Mr.  Speaker — I rise 
to  make  a few  remark-'  on  this  question  now- 
before  the  House,  and  not  to  give  a silent  vote. 
The  hon.  gentleman  from  Yarmouth  is  far  be- 
hind the  age ; I acknowledge  perhaps  he  is  one 
of  the  most  practical  men  in  Nova  Scotia,  with 
the  exception  of  my  hon.  colleague,  Mr.  Chur- 
chill, who  has  told  you  that  that  honour  belongs 
to  himself,  although  I must  observe  self-praise 
is  no  recommendation.  Sir,- 1 have  been  listen- 
ing with  some  attention  to  the  different  gentle- 
men round  those  benches  who  have  been  speak- 
ing, and  I hear  each  one  trying  to  defend  his 
views  with  the  most  forcible  and  valid  argu- 
ments that  they  can  bring  forward.  Sir,  this 
is  a mode  of  defence  which  is  as  natural  to  men 
as  the  air  they  breathe.  The  history  of  the 
world  is  full  of  testimony  to  prove  how  much 
depends  upon  industry  and  enterprise,  yet  in 
contradiction  to  all  this  how  many  seem  willing 
to  lay  by,  and  are  afraid  to  steer  by  their  own 
compass.  Now,  sir,  we  have  a railroad  that 
stops  at  Truro,  and  the  great  question  that  is 
now  befo  e this  House  and  the  people  of  this 
country  is  this,  Will  it  do  to  leave  the  road  at 
Truro  ? I reply,  no ; of  two  evils  let  us  choose 
the  least  ; let  us  extend  the  railroad  to  Pictou, 
and  I trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
extension  of  railroads  will  also  be  carried  for- 
ward thr  ugh  the  fertile  valleys  of  the  west- 
even  to  Yarmouth.  And  let  me  here  say,  let 
us  lay  all  self-interest  aside  in  this  matter,  and 
work  for  the  good  and  prosperity  of  our  common 
country.  I believe,  if  we  keep  pulling  apart  in 
this  great  public  undertaking,  it  will  be  the 
means  of  making  the  road  cost  one  quarter  more 
to  build  it.  I think,  sir,  that  every  hon.  gentle- 
man in  this  House  has  his  mind  by  this  time 
made  up  on  this  great  question ; and  if  we  want 
to  save  time  and  expense,  we  should  settle  this 
question  at  once.  I am  here  reminded  of  a story 
about  a little  boy,  who  said  to  his  mother— 

“ Mother,  did’nt  you  say  that  we  should  never 
put  off1  until  to-morrow  what  we  can  do  to-day.” 

“ Yes,  my  son.”  “ Very  well,  then,  mother- 
come  and  let  us  now  eat  the  remainder  of  the 
pie  that  you  laid  away  for  to-morrow.”  Now, 
sir,  like  the  boy  and  the  pie,  I think  that  we  can 
pass  the  railroad  bill  as  well  to-night  as  to-mor- 
row. Therefore,  sir,  I wijl  give  this  bill  my  cor- 
dial support,  and  hope  to  see  the  day  when  rail- 
road communication  will  be  extended  through 
all  parts  of  Nova  Scotia. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  MCLELAN. 

Mr.  McLelan  said— Whilst  the  messenger  is 
out  I may  address  a few  words  to  the  House.  I 
feel  particularly  called  upon  to  do  so  as  the  hon. 
Attorney  General  in  the  beginning  of  this  debate 
read  part  of  the  preamble  to  a resolution  for 
which  I formerly  voted  and  gave  it  to  this 
House  as  a speech  for  me  and  others  of  the  op- 
position. The  hon.  memb  r for  lung’s  (Mr. 


Bill)  who  has  addressed  the  House,  has  told 
you  that  it  would  be  better  if  these  books  (the 
journals)  were  altogether  put  aside  in  our  dis- 
cussions. The  hou.  gentleman  is  right  in  one 
respect ; it  would  be  better  perhaps  it  these 
books  were  not  quoted  except  correctly.  Now 
the  hon  Attorney  General  in  giving  these 
resolutions  of  1859  as  my  speech  did  not  read 
the  whole.  The  resolution  states  that,  the  Bri- 
tish Government  having  then  refused  aid  to  the 
Intercolonial  line,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
House  the  railway  should  be  extended  to  Pictou 
when  the  management  has  pass  d into  other  hands. 

Hon  Atty  Genl. — So  it  has. 

Mr.  McLelan  — The  hon.  gentleman  says  it 
has  passed  into  other  hands  since  1859,  but  there 
sit  the  same  Attorney  General,  the  same  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  and  the  same  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral that  were  controlling  the  affairs  of  this  coun- 
try when  I voted  f r this  resolution  But  even 
suppose  that  it  were  in  other  hands  the  re- 
volution contemplate  the  revenues  of  the  Pro- 
since  with  the  returns  of  railways  now  open, 
giving  the  means  of  paying  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion ; and  the  hon.  gentleman,  before  he  asks 
me  to  assent  to  this  bill  should  have  shown  the 
House  the  means  we  have  of  paying  the  cost  of 
construction.  I have  felt  that  when  the  hon. 
gentleman  introduced  this  measure— a meas  re 
nvolving  the  expenditure  of  half  a million  of 
pounds — it  was  due  to  the  House  to  himself’ 
and  to  the  country,  to  show  that  we  had  the 
means  of  paying  so  large  an  amount  of  interest 
as  £30,000  a year,  which  this  expenditure  will 
involve.  He  should  have  laid  before  us  such  a 
statement  of  facts  connected  with  the  financ  es 
of  the  country  as  would  have  warranted  us  in 
supporting  the  Bill.  The  gentlemen  who  are 
supporting  the  Government  assure  os  that  the 
estimates  have  been  prepared  so  as  to  meet  the 
additional  burthen,  and  provide  for  all  the  ne- 
cessary services  of  the  country,  but  I would 
consider  it  infinite ’y  more  preferable  to  have 
the  estimates  on  the  table,  than  to  be  compelled 
to  d aw  so  largely  on  faith. 

The  hon.  Attorney  General,  but  a few  days 
ago,  stated  to  the  House  whilst  speaking  of  the 
Intercolonial  scheme  of  last  year,  that  he  would 
have  considered  it  as  a mere  farce  if  it  were  not 
for  the  tragic  consequences  it  involved  by  lay- 
ing a burthen  upon  the  country  which  it  was 
utterly  unable  to  bear,  and  now  twelve  months 
after  the  hon.  gentlemen  com  s up  and  introdu- 
ces a bill  for  the  extension  of  the  road  to  Pictou, 
which  involves  nearly  as  much  expenditure  as 
did  the  hill  ot  1863,  which  gave  us  the  Interco- 
lonial Railway  or  connection  with  Canada  and 
the  States. 

Dr.  Tupper. — Oh,  no  ! 

Mr.  McLelan. — The  one  was  to  cost  about 
£35,000  sterling  a year,  whilst  the  Piet  u line, 
if  the  estimate  of  Mr  Laurie  is  correct,  will  be 
something  like  £30,000,  and  no  comparison  can 
be  drawn  between  the  advan  ages  conferred  up- 
on the  Province  by  the  respective  lines.  The 
one  giv  s you  merely  a road  to  the  Gulf,  whilst 
the  other  brings  you  intimately  into  connection 
with  the  whole  system  of  railways  on  this  con- 
tinent. 

But  the  hon.  gentleman  read  a resolution  as 
my  speech.  Let  me  read  a resolution  which  a 
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few  months  ago  was  not  his  speech.  In  1863, 
scarcely  twelve  months  ago,  the  h n,  member 
for  Halifax  moved  this  resolution  : — 

Whereas,  the  Canadian  Government  have  re- 
fused the  terms  offered  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, for  the  construction  of  the  Intercolonial 
Railway,  which  puts  the  question  for  the  present 
at  rest, — therefore  resolved,  that  the  Provincial 
Government  be  instructed  to  preceed  with  the 
railway  to  Truro,  the  terminus  to  be  at  Aber- 
crombie Point. 

Against  that  resolution  are  recorded  the  name 
of  the  Attorney  General,  and  with  his  the  names 
of  every  member  of  his  Government  who  were 
in  the  House  at  the  time.  I feel,  looking  at  this 
resolution,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  has  not 
treated  this  question  fairly  ; he  has  not  given 
sufficient  rea  ons  for  so  sudden  a change  of  opi- 
nion as  in  1864,  to  bring  in  a bill  providing  for 
the  construction  of  a road  against  which  he  vo- 
ted in  1863. 

I was  UDable  to  attend  the  House  the  day  the 
railway  bill  was  introduced,  but  I have  the  offi- 
cial report  of  the  speech  of  the  hon  Attorney 
General  before  me,  and  I have  careful!  v exa- 
mined it  to  see  if  any  reasons  are  given  for  his 
change  of  opinion,  but  to  no  purpose.  It  may 
be  that  the  hon.  gentleman  was  at  the  time  fa- 
vorable ro  railway  extension,  but  felt  under  ob- 
ligations to  his  old  constituents  to  build  to  An- 
napolis. The  speech  before  me  rather  favors 
this  view  of  the  case,  for  I find  the  hon.  gentle- 
man attempting  to  justify  himself  to  his  consti- 
tuents for  not  giving  them  a railway  when  it  is 
in  his  power.  He  says  : — “ I was  not  a little 
surprised  last  autumn  whilst  spending  a few 
days  at  Windsor,  to  observe  at  the  wharf  there 
a small  schooner  that  I found  on  enquiry  was  a 
regular  packet  trading  from  Wilmot,  in  th 
county  of  Annapolis,  to  Windsor.  Here  I had 
an  evidence  that  the  western  portion  of  the 
Province,  in  addition  to  the  advantages  of  com- 
munication and  intercourse  with  St.  John,  and 
the  States,  by  virtue  of  its  geographical  r osition, 
had  also  in  the  railway  a means  of  reaching  this 
market  with  punctuality  and  despatch." 

Now  here  is  a reason  given  why  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman feels  justified  in  giving  the  Pictou  line 
preference — that  Annapolis  has  a small  schooner 
— a little  8 hooner — quite  big  enough,  I presume, 
to  carry  a barrel  of  apples,  a cask  of  ci  ier,  and 
a box  of  cheese.  Why,  sir,  I can  fancy  how  the 
bon.  gentleman,  if  he  stood  in  my  position, would 
descant  on  this  “ little  schooner,"  He  has  often 
wished  for  a Punch  in  Nova  Scotia.  Sir,  if  we 
had  Punch  among  us,  what  a picture  he  would 
give  of  the  learned  member  for  Annapolis — 
standing  with  outstretched  arms,  holding  this 
little  schooner  in  one  hand  and  a great  bag  of 
money  in  the  other  ; the  one  labelled  “ a nice 
little  schooner — almost  a boat — for  my  constitu- 
ents who  have  so  manfully  supported  me  for 
twenty  year's"-  and  the  other  “ 520,000  pounds 
for  my  very  good  friends  of  the  county  of  Pic 
tou” 

But,  sir,  I promised  not  to  detain  the  House 
at  any  length  on  this  question  at  this  late  hour. 
Whatever  changes  may  have  occurred,  and 
whatever  inconsistencies  there  may  be  apparent 
in  the  action  of  any  hon.  member,  every  member 
of  the  Govt,  who  has  addressed  the  House  on  the 


subject  of  the  railway  has  never  lost  sight  of  the  I 
importance  of  an  Intercolonial.  The  hon.  Atty.  ! 
General,  in  this  very  speech,  says  : ‘ Whilst  I 
am  advocating  and  presenting  to  the  considera-  j 
tion  of  this  House  a bill  for  Jhe  construction  of  jj 
the  railway  to  Pictou,  I do  not  desire  lor  one  ! 

moment  to  conceal  my  conviction  of  the  great  II 
importance  of  railroad  communication  between 
the  three  Provinces  of  Canada,  New  Brunswick.  \ 
and  Nova  Scotia.  I look  at  the  question  in  a 
b oad  light ; I consider  it  in  its  national  aspect,”  | 
etc.  The  P ovincial  Secretary,  in  speaking  of 
the  same  subject  said  : “ I do  not  as  a Cumber- 
land man,  forget  the  importance  of  an  Intercolo-  f 
nial  Railway.  And  any  government  that  would 
not  put  forth  its  utmost  efforts  to  secure  that 
object  wojld  be  false  to  the  best  interests  of  the  \ 
people."  So  one  at  er  another  has  borne  testi- 
mony to  the  importance  of  that  great  Intercolo- 
nial Railway,  whilst  the  hon.  member  fcr  Care 
Breton,  viewing  it  apart  from  its  Commerci  1 
advantages,  said,  if  we  wish  to  maint  in  our 
British  connection,  and  ke  p alive  our  B iti-h  j 
feelings  we  mu  t have  that  great  work  cons  ruc- 
ted.  Sir,  if  we  wish  to  keep  alive  that  noble  } 
fire  which  “ cwims  in  B itish  blood,”  we  mus'. 
have  connection  with  the  great  colony' of  Cana-  I 
da.  The  events  that  are  passing  day  by  day  in  ii 

the  world— especially  on  this  continent  now  con- 
vulsed with  the  terorrs  of  war — give  proof  of  the 
impoftance  of  railways,  in  maintaing  connection  ! 
between  States  and  affording  facilities  for  mutual  1 
defence.  Why,  sir,  every  effort  on  the  part  of  j 
the  Northern  and  Southern  armies  has  been  put 
forth  to  cut  off  the  respective  railways  that  form 
important  lines  of  communication.  And  shall  J 
these  things  occur  and  not  show  the  people  of 
Canada  as  well  as  of  Great  Britain  the  impor- 
tance that  should  be  attached  to  that  road — that 
it  is  the  only  means  by  which  connection  can  be 
maintained  between  th^  Provinces,  and  the  Pro- 
vinces preserved  to  the  mother  country.  If 
there  was  no  prospect  of  the  road  being  com  i 
pleted,  we  would  stand  in  a very  different  posi-  ! 
tion ; but  it  appears  the  members  of  the  Govern-  i 
ment  themselves  believe  there  is  a prospect  of  j 
its  completion.  They  say  in  the  despatch  of  j 
20th  October,  1863 : “ Should  the  survey 
prove  the  practicability  of  such  a route,  my  ad» 
visers  believe  that  the  intelligent  public  senti- 
ment of  Canada  would  not  long  permit  any  Ad- 
mi  istration  there  to  leave  that  country,  with 
all  its  commercial  relations,  dependent  for  five 
months  of  the  year  upon  the  fiscal  arrangements 
of  an  independent,  if  not  rival,  State ; and  for 
the  same  period  cut  off  from  communication 
with  the  Parent  State  by  any  line  of  transit 
available  for  war  purposes." 

Here  we  have  the  evidence  that  down  to  Oc- 
tober last  the  present  Gove  nment  had  strong 
hopes  thit  the  g eat  Inte  colonial  railway  might 
yet  be  c mpleted.  Now,  whilst  there  exists  the 
prospect  of  this  great  Intercolonial  scheme  be- 
ing  car  ied  out,  I think  it  is  unwise  and  impoli-  j 

tic  on  the  part  of  ihe  G vernment  io  introduce 
a bill  which  will  crea  e an  expenditure  which 
must  have  the  effect  of  retarding  to  an  indefi- 
nite period  the  construction  of  the  more  imp  rt- 
ant  line.  The  bili  proposed  involves,  according 
to  the  survey  of  Mr.  Laurie  in  1859,  an  expen-  [ 
diture  of  £520,000.  You  propose  to  take 
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£100,000  from  the  Savings’  Bank  at  4 per  cent, 
an  9 ihe  rest  at  6 per  cent,  in  debentures,  which 
will  give  ft  a 1 $116,800  to  be  added  to  the  large 
amount  of  interest  we  already  pay.  Adding  the 
two  together,  we  find  an  amount  of  $386,723  to 
be  paid  annually  by  the  Province.  But  the  At- 
torney General  and  the  Provincial  Secretary 
both  say  that  their  pol  cy  does  not  end  east,  that 
having  exte  nded  the  t resent  line  to  Pictou,  they 
are  going  t ■ ‘ unite  the  fertile  va  leys  of  Anna- 
polis an  i Kings.” 

I may  here  stop  to  say  that  if  I believe  in 
their  policy  I should  go  west  first  as  the  country 
is  better  adapted  to  the  construction  of  railway 
as  for  a given  sum  from  20  to  50  per  cent,  more 
miles  can  be  built  west  than  east,  and  railways 
facilities  afforded  to  a proportionably  greater 
extent  of  country.  But  to  carry  out  the  scheme 
of  the  Government  will  put  upon  this  Province 
a burthen  of  a million  of  dollars  of  interest  a 
year — an  immense  sum  for  the  small  (compara- 
tively speaki  g)  revenue  of  Noya  .'cotia.  I now 
ask  how  is  it  possibl ',  after  you  have  incurred 
this  liability  of  half  a million  a year,  you  can, 
with  any  regard  to  your  educational  institutions 
and  the  common  roads  and  bridges  of  the  coun- 
try, put  on  an  additional  burthen  for  the  Inters 
colonial  Bailway.  If  this  bill  pass,  and  the  po- 
licy of  the  Government  is  carried  out,  the  latter 
line  can  never  justly  receive  one  dollar  from  thi3 
Province ; and  therefore  it  is  not  in  a spirit  of 
opposition  to  the  Pictou  line  that  I speak,  but 
from  a conviction  that  it  inaugurates  a policy 
which  must  destroy  all  our  hopes  of  having 
that  great  road,  so  long  the  object  of  our  aspira- 
tions, completed.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  to  day  that  one  of  the  great 
reasons  for  extending  the  road  to  Pictou  is  the 
necessity  of  securing  communication  with 
Prince  Edward  Island.  Now  if  you  build  the 
Intercolonial  Railway,  you  run  along  the  Gulf 
shore  for  miles,  and  have  at;  Point  Brule  an  ad- 
mirable harbor — much  be  ter  situated,  in  fact, 
for  intersecting  the  trade  of  the  Gulf  than 
Tictou — not  to  speak  of  such  places  as  Tatama- 
gouche,  Pug  wash,  &c , at  any  of  which  the 
Gulf  trade  can  be  tapped  by  a few  miles  diver- 
gence. Entertaining  these  views  I shall,  in  case 
the  resolution  of  the  hon.  member  for  Shelburne 
is  lost,  move  the  following  resolution  : 

“ Where  s the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  has 
been,  for  many  years  eei  ly  imp  eased  with  the 
vast  importance  of  having  connection  by  rail- 
wav,  with  New  Bunswi  k and  Canada  and  the 
United  'tate-, — as  well  for  the  security  to  Bri- 
tish Am  ri  a,  which  would  thereby  be  better 
guarantee  J,  as  for  its  future  commercial  pro  pe- 
rity. 

“And  wher  as  there  have  been  numerous  dele- 
gations to  Englmd  to  promote  this  object  re  ul- 
ting  in  1863  in  securing  a pledge  irom  ths  Im- 
peri  1 Government  to  loan  the  Provinces  three 
millions  of  pounds  at  a largely  reduced  rate  of 
interest. 

“ And  whereas  this  L gis  ature  at  it-  last  ses- 
sion, accepting  this  offer  and  its  conditions,  com- 
ple  ed  all  necessary  legislation  on  the  part  of 
Nova  Scotia,  to  carry  forward  this  great  Inter- 
colonial work,  agreeing  to  wait  the  action  of  Ca- 
nada two  years. 


“And  whereas  HisHonor  the  Administrator  of 
the  G vernment  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  a desp  tch 
t i the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Brunswick, 
dated  the  20r.h  day  of  October  last  speaking  of  a 
survey  of  the  proposed  route,  uses  the  following 
language  : * Shoo  d the  urvey  prove  the  prac- 
ticability of  uch  a route,  my  advisers  beii  ve 
that  th-  intelligen  public  sentiment  of  anada 
would  n t long  permit  an  administration  to 
leave  that  great  country  dependent  ft>  five 
months  of  the  year  upon  he  fiscal  arr  ngements 
of  an  independent  if  not  a rival  state,  and  for  the 
same  period  cut  off  from  communication  with 
the  parent  State  by  any  line  of  transit  available 
for  war  purposes.’ 

“ And  whereas  events  transpiring  in  the  Arae- 
can  States  strongly  tend  to  show  to  the  people  of 
Canada  the  va3t  importance  of  maintaining  an 
overland  connection  during  winter  with  the  At- 
lantic, and  of  securing  the  ready  and  powerful 
aid  of  Great  Britain  in  case  of  invasion,  it  is 
not  more  than  just  to  pre  ume  that  the  survey 
of  the  proposed  railway  ordered  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada,  at  its  own  cost,  is  in  obedience 
o that  ‘ intelligent  public  sentiment’  awakened 
by  passing  eve  ts  A public  sentiment  which 
may  soon  become  so  strong  as  to  induce  the 
Government  of  Canada  to  complete  the  contract 
with  the  Imperial  Government  for  the  money 
within  the  period  fixed  by  the  Acts  passed  by 
this  Legislature  in  1863. 

“And.  whereas  the  Provincial  Secretary  of  No- 
va Scotia  having  recently,  in  his  place  in  Par- 
liament, when  speaking  of  the  importanoa  of 
the  Intercolonial  road  to  this  Province,  declared 
‘ that  any  government  that  would  not  use  its 
utmost  efforts  to  secure  the  Intercolonial  line, 
would  be  false  to  the  interests  of  the  people' of 
.this  Province.’ 

“And  whereas  the  Government, with  a view  to 
connect  the  present  railway  at  Truro  with  the 
waters  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  have  laid 
upon  the  table  of  his  House  a bill  authorising 
the  construction  of  a railway  to  Pictou,  which 
was  estimated  in  1859  by  James  Laurie,  Esq , 
C .E.,  to  cost  two  millions  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars,  involving  an  annual  charge  for  inter- 
est of  $116,800  to  be  added  to  the  amount  alrea- 
dy chargeable  upon  the  revenues  of  this  Pro- 
vince, making  the  whole  annual  charge  for  inte- 
$367,723, 

“And  whereas  the  Government  have  announ- 
ced as  their  policy  to  extend  the  ra  lway  from 
Windsor  westward,  to  compensate  western  coun- 
ties for  the  extension  eastward,  which  would 
involve  such  further  expenditure  as  would  raise 
the  sum  to  be  drawn  from  the  revenues  of  this 
Province  annually  for  the  interest  on  railway 
construction  funds  to  over  half  a million  of  dol- 
lars, and  thus  place  it  beyond  a possibility  for 
this  House  to  give  any  assistance  whatever  to 
the  Intercolonial  line 

“ And  whereas  the  Government  of  Prince 
Edward  Island,  encouraged  by  the  Government 
of  this  Province,  is  now  making  large  expendi- 
tures for  steam  connection  with  this  Province 
at  Point  Brule,  midway  between  the  counties 
of  Pictou  and  Cumberland — a port  admirably 
suited  to  command  the  trade  of  the  whole  Gulf, 
and  nearly  on  the  line  of  the  Intercolonial  route. 
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“ Resolved,  That  any  action  on  the  part  of  this 
House  committing  it  to  a policy  which  would 
render  it  impossible  for  this  Province  to  bear  a 
fair  proportionate  share  of  an  Intercolonial  road, 
would  be  unjust  to  the  Province  of  New  Bruns- 
which  has  so  heartily  co-operated  with  us  in  all 
negotiations  on  the  subject — unjust  to  the  plight- 
ed faith  of  this  country,  and  ungracious  to  her 
Majesty’s  Government,  which  feels  so  deep  an 
interest  i protecting  these  Provinces  and  has 
done  so  much  for  their  prosperity  ; and  there- 
fore any  extension  of  the  existing  lines  with  the 
view  to  connect  with  the  waters  of  the  Gulf, 
should  be  in  harmony  with  the  Intercolonial  po- 
licy settled  at  Quebec  in  1862 ; and  until  the  pe- 
ri d of  two  years  shall  have  elapsed,  as  provided 
in  the  bill  of  1868,  or  until  that  policy  is  formal- 
ly abandoned  by  one  or  more  of  the  contracting 
parties  and  notified  to  the  others,  no  extension 
should  be  made  beyond  that  point  of  the  Main 
line  which  may  serve  to  connect  with  the  Gulf 
atPiccou,  Point  Brule,  Tatamagouche,  Wallace, 
or  Pugwash,  as  may  then  be  found  on  a further 
survey  most  advisable.” 

It  will  be  perceived  that  this  resolution  would 
permit  the  Government  to  go  on  with  the  con- 
struction so  far  as  it  is  common  to  the  Interco- 
lonial line  It  is  not  so  much  in  hostility  to  the 
Pictou  Railway  that  I move  this,  as  because  I 
feel  that  if  the  policy  of  the  government  is  en- 
couraged and  carried  out,  all  hopes  of  obtaining 
the  greater  work  must  be  forever  abandoned  on 
the  part  of  this.  Province.  Of  the  necessity  for 
this  line  in  case  of  invasion  of  the  Provinces 
when  navigation  is  closed  I need  hardly  speak. 
England  is  busy  laying  up  store©  and  munitions 
of  war,  but  the  greater  the  accumulation  of 
stores  the  greater  our  danger,  unless  we  have 
the  means  by  which  England  Can  send  tip  her 
troops  quickly  when  invasion  comes.  Let  the 
House  contemplate  for  a moment  the  probabi- 
lity of  the  American  war  being  closed,  and  that 
great  horde  of  men  trained  to  the  use  of  arms ; 
hill  of  the  venom  that  has  been  accumulating 
for  years  against  England  and  these  Colonies 
suddenly  striking  a blow  for  the  possession  of 
Canada  when  navigation  is  closed.  Who  can 
doubt  the  result  ? They  would  soon  overrun 
that  Province  and  then  armed  and  equipped,  as 
never  before  by  those  stores  which  England 
has  been  piling  up,  they  would  come  down  like 
an  avalanche  upon  these  lower  Provinces  to 
sweep  us  into  the  sea.  Having  once  secured 
Canada,  they  would  never  rest  satisfied  until 
they  had  possession  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
having  got  New  Brunswick,  then  the  attack 
would  come  upon  Nova  Scotia  W ith  what  re- 
sults I need  scarcely  s ^y.  The  spirit  of  the 
Briton  within  would  bid  us  rouse  to  repel  the 
invader  but  against  almost  countless  numbers, 
what  would  it  avail  1 We  should  be  compelled 
to  submit — to  pull  down  that  old  flag  under 
which  we  have  long  lived  in  peace  and  prospe 
rity — “that  grand  old  flag  which  for  a thousand 
years  has  braved  the  battle  and  the  breeze,”  and 
placedn  its  stead  the  stars  and  stripes  beneath 
which  we  should  bow  our  heads  in  shame,  feel- 
ing in  our  hearts  more  stripes  than  floated 
above  us. 

A call  of  the  House  was  had. 


Mr.  Kill  am  having  withdrawn  his  amend- 
ment, the  first  vote  was  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Locke,  when  the  House  divided  a^follows  : 

Yeas — Locke,  McLelan,  Coffin,  G.  S.  Brown, 
and  Robertson — 5. 

Nays — McFarlane,  D.  Fraser,  Ein’l.  Sec’y., 
Lawrence,  S.  McDonnell,  McKiy,  Pryor,-  Bill, 
Donkin,  Longley,  J.  Fraser,  Atty.  Gen.,  Bouri- 
not,  Kaulbach  Dr.  Bro  n,  C.  J.  Campbell, 
Killam,  Hatfield,  Ross,  Allison,  Whitman, 
Tobin,  Parker,  Hamilton,  Slocumb,  Jost,  Miller, 
Prov  Sec.,  Archibald,  Jas.  McDonald,  Blanch- 
ard, S.  Campbell,  Annand,  Smyth,  Balcom, 
Heffernan,  J.  Campbell,  Robichau,  McKinnon, 
Hill,  Caldwell,  C.  Campbell,  King,  Biackwood, 
Shannon — 45. 

This  motion  being  negatived,  Mr.  McLelan 
then  moved  the  amendment  of  which  he  gave 
notice.  Upon  this  motion  the  House  divided — 
•4  yeas,  46  nays, ; Mr.  George  Brown  voting 
with  the  majority.  Upon  the  motion  to  commit 
the  railway  bill  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
HoYse,  the  divisien  was  42  yeas,  7 nays ; the 
latter  being  Killam,  Hatfield,  Geo.  Brown,  Ro- 
bertson, McLelan,  Locke,  and  Dr.  Brown. 

The  House  adjourned  until  the  next  day. 


Tuesday,  March  15th,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

The  Legislative  Council  by  message  inform- 
ed the  House  that  they  had  agreed  to  an  act  to 
Incorporate  the  People’s  Bank,  and  to  Chaps. 
13-15  Rev.  Stat  without  amendments,  and  to 
Chap.  12  Rev  .Stat.,.  relating  to  the  customs, 
w th  amendments  The  amendment  of  the 
Council  to  the.  pilotage  law,  -hich  renders  it 
necessary  for  an  outgoing  vessel,  when  the  pilot 
who  has  brought  her  in  offers  his  services,  to 
take  him,  or  pay  half  pilotage,  was  after  a slight 
discussion  agreed  to. 

CITY  BILLS. 

Mr.  Pryor,  as  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
City  Bills,  reported  a number  of  chapters,  with 
amendments.  The  hon.  gentleman  said  that 
these  Bills  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  and  they  had  had  before  them 
members  of  the  City|Council  and  prominent 
citizens,  in  order  to  hear  the  arguments  for  and 
again  t the  changes  proposed  in  the  City  Char- 
ter. He  now  reported  the  Bills  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  House. 

As  these  Bills  presented  a very  lengthy  ap- 
pearance and  appeared  likely  to  occupy  a good 
deal  of  the  time  of  the  House,  considerable  dis- 
cussion ensued  as  to  the  proprh  ty  of  considering 
them  this  Session  at  all.  It  appeared  to  be  the 
impression  amongst  many  members  that  the 
Revised  Statutes  would  occupy  so  much  time, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  these  Bills 
the  attention  they  required. 

Mr.  Blanchard  explained  that  when  tha 
Commissioners  were  revising  the  statutes,  they 
did  not  touch  the  laws  relating  to  the  city,  but 
requested  the  city  authorities  to  undertake 
their  revision.  This  was  the  result  of  their  la- 
bors, and  he  knew  they  had  taken  a great  deal 
of  trouble  about  it.  The  Committee  of  the 
House  had  also  bestowed  a good  deal  of  attention 
upon  the  matter,  ana  the  amendments  proposed 
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had  all  been  published  for  the  benefit  of  the  citi- 
zens. 

The  Atty.  General  considered  the  explana- 
tion satisfactory  ; and  after  some  remarks  from 
Hon  Mr.  McFarlane  and  others  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  making  the  City  pay  for  the  cost  of 
printing  these  laws,  the  diacuession  dropped. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hon  Prov.  -ecy.  said  that  when,  the  other 
day  he  presented  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of 
Mines,  the  member  fo  Colchester  asked  for  cer- 
tain returns  of  coal  raised  in  the  Province  He  . 
now  submitted  a printed  paper,  containing  the 
information  required 

Mr  Bourinot  sai  l that  the  report  of  the  In- 
spector of  Mines  referred  to  a report  of  Mr. 
Hendry,  which  was  not  annexed. 

Hon  Pr  y.  Secy,  would  make  enquiry  on 
the  subject 

Hon  Atty.  General  introduced  a bill  to  re- 
peal the  Railway  Acts  passed  last  session. 

Mr  C.  J.  Campbell  presented  a petition  from 
a number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bedeque,  Victo- 
ria County,  with  reference  to  an  act  passed  last 
session  respecting  church  property  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Miller  handed  to  the  Provincial  Seety., 
who  laid  it  upon  the  table,  a return  from  Arichat 
Academy.  It  appears  from  the  return  that  the 
institutio  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a Provincial 
grant  to  the  extent  of  -$400,  is  presided  over  by 
four  teac  ers,  and  has  172  pupils. 

t 

LICENSE  QUESTION. 

Mr.  Tobin  moved  the  sec  nd  reading  of  a bill 
to  authorize  the  sessions  of  the  County  of  Guys- 
b'jro  to  grant  tavern  licenses  in  certain  gold 
districts  in  that  county,  the  sale  of  liquor  in  such 
districts  having  been  prohibite  1 by  the  act  of 
1 st  session  He  said  that  he  had  received  a 
petition  signed  by  162  residents  of  the  district  in 
qut:8  ion,  praying  for  the  privilege  this  bill 
would  give,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  so  many 
persons  had  signed  it,  he  thought  there  must  be 
good  grounds  for  the  request 

Mr.  Longley  made  n earnest  speech  against 
the  bill,  and  presented  a petition  from  the  same 
district  counter  to  the  on;^  presented  by  Mr.  To- 
bin He  was  sorry  that  there  were  so  many 
members  in  the  House  ever  ready  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  rumseller.  He  moved  that  the 
b 11  be  deferred 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  he  believed  that  the  li- 
cense system  was  the  only  mode  by  which  the 
traffic  in  intoxicating  drinks  could  be  at  all 
regulated  A few  years  ago  the  Grand  Jury 
and  Sessions  of  Cape  Breton  refused  to  grant 
tavern  licenses,  hut  it  was  found  that  the  traffic 
increased  rather  than  diminished,  and  the  next 
year  they  retraced  their  steps  and  returned  to 
the  license  system. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  said  the  hw  of  last 
session  wa  placed  on  the  Satute  book  at  the 
instance,  and  by  the  request  of  a large  number 
of  persons  interested  in  Gold  Mining  in  the  Pro- 
vince, and  he  presumed  that  they  did  not  now- 
desire  it  to  be  repealed. 

■ r Annand  said  that  liquor  would,  be  sold 
in  these  districts  with  or  without  license,  and 
under  the  license  system  they  would  be  more 
lively  to  have  orderly  houses.  He  did  not  see 
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in  what  respect  a prohibitory  liquor  law  was 
more  applicable  to  a gold  than  a coal  district, 
and  he  was  sure  the  House  would  not  put  a law 
on  the  statute  book  forbidding  the  sale  of  liquors 
in  the  coal  districts  of  this  Province. 

Mr  Parker  thought  the  existing  law  a very 
judicious  one,  and  argued  against  any  change 
being  made  in  it 

Hon.  . r.  McFarlane  agreed  with  Mr.  An- 
nand  that  they  were  more  likely  to  secure  order 
under  the  license  system  than  under  the  pro- 
hibitory enactment. 

Mr.  Coffin  did  not  approve  of  licensing  liquor 
shops  in  gold  districts,  as  groggeries  located 
there  would  be  the  means  of  manufacturing 
drunkards  by  the  hundred. 

Mr.  Churchill  spoke  iu  favour  of  the  exist- 
ing law,  and  ag  inst  licensing  or  permitting  per- 
sons to  sell  liquors  in  the  gold  districts. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  agreed  with  Hon.  Mr.  Mc- 
Farlane  and  Mr.  Annand,  that,  generally,  the 
license  system  was  the  best  that  could  be  adop- 
ted to  regulate  and  restrain  the  traffic  in  intox- 
ieating  drinks. 

Mr.  Hlackwood  said  he  had  had  a great  deal 
of  experience  in  the  gold  mines  of  Australia, 
and  in  that  country  the  sale  of  liquors  was  pro- 
hibited in  the  gold  districts,  and  the  effect  had 
been  wholesome  He  hoped  they  would  not 
change  the  existing  law,  because,  if  enforced, 
he  felt  sure  it  would  be  the  means  of  preventing 
much  mischief  at  the  mines. 

Mr  Long  ley's  motion  passed  by  a large  ma- 
jority. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  16th. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

Mr.  Bourinot  presented  a petition  from  an 
aged  school  teacher  at  Sydney,  praying  for  a free 
grant  of  Unde. 

The  Hon.  Finl  Secy.,  chairman  of  the  North 
Queens  Election  Committee,  reported  in  favor  of 
the  sitting  member  (Mr.  Allison)  retaining  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Whitman  introduced  a Bill  to  regulate 
Herring  Fishery  in  the  County  of  Annapolis. 

Mr.  Longley  moved  that  the  discussion  on  the 
Balhousie  College  question  be  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Wednesday  next,  which  was  agreed  to. 

THE  PICTOU  RAILWAY  RILL. 

A bill  to  repeal  the  actg  passed  last  session  re- 
lating to  the  Intercolonial  Railway  was  read  & se- 
cond time. 

The  House  went  into  committee  on  bills,  and 
took  up  a bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a 
further  section  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Railway. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  said  that  he  would  suggest 
& verbal  alteration  in  the  first  clause,  not  because 
he  thought  the  wording  of  the  law  was  not  suffi- 
ciently plain,  but  to  remove  any  doubts  that  may 
exist  as  to  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  construction  of  the  work  without 
any  unnecessary  delay.  His  language  in  intro- 
ducing the  bill  may  have  been  guarded,  but  in, 
looking  over  the  official  report  of  his  speech,  he 
could  not  see  how  it  could  be  construed  into  any 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  delay 
the  commencement  of  the  work.  He  merely  wdd. 
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that  a considerable  portion  of  tbe  present  season 
would  necessarily  be  occupied  in  tbe  preliminary 
survey  of  the  route,  and  he  would  say  now  for  the 
information  of  the  House,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  proceed  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  work  as  goon  as  possible.  The 
Government  considered  that  the  line  surveyed  by 
Mr.  Laurie  could  be  relied  upon,  but  it  was  only 
a line  of  exploration,  and  the  route  would  have  to 
be  regularly  located  before  it  could  be  let  out  to 
contract.  The  experience  of  the  past  had  told  us 
that  hastejlw&s  not  advisable,  and  he  believed  that 
if  more  time  bad  been  taken  in  tbe  location  of  the 
Windsor  and  Truro  lines,  much  of  the  controversy 
that  had  arisen  with  the  contractors  as  to  claims 
for  extras  would  have  been  avoided.  In  order  to 
avoid  any  doubt  upon  the  subject  of  the  intention 
of  the  Government,  he  would  move  a slight  alter- 
ation in  the  phraseology  of  the  act,  so  that  the 
act  would  provide  “ for  the  extension  of  the  rail- 
road from  the  station-house  at  Truro  to  the  navi- 
gable waters  of  the  h&rbor  of  Pictou.” 

The  first  clause  of  the  bill  as  amended  then  pass- 
ed. 

Mr.  Killam  said  that  he  had  given  notice  that 
he  would  move  an  amendment  in  committee.  He 
would  not  take  up  any  more  of  the  time  of  the 
House.  The  amendment,  he  thought,  would  com- 
mend itself  to  the  appi’ob&tion  of  the  House.  If 
we  were  to  have  railroads  at  all  we  should  have 
those  which  would  be  the  most  beneficial  to  the 
whole  Province.  The  hon.  gentleman  read  his 
amendment,  which,  it  was  afterwards  decided, 
would  be  more  properly  put  on  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Locks  had  also  an  amendment  to  propose 
which  he  thought  the  Government  would  consider 
reasonable.  He  thought  it  would  be  wiser  policy 
for  the  Government  to  delay  proceeding  with  the 
construction  of  the  road  until  after  next  session, 
by  which  time  tbe  policy  of  Canada  and  New 
Brunswick  would  be  known. 

The  hon.  gentleman  read  his  amendment  as  a 
notice,  and  said  he  would  journalize  upon  it  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Dr.  Hamilton  referred  to  the  feeling  which  ex- 
isted in  Kings  county  on  the  subject  of  this  rail- 
road, and  said  that  in  his  section  of  it  they  had 
always  been  in  favor  of  extension,  and  he  was 
convinced  his  constituents  would  approve  of  the 
vote  he  had  given.  He  could  not  see  any  reason 
for  the  delay  sought  for  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Shelburne. 

Dr.  Brown  said  that  he  had  been  unavoidably 
absent  when  the  debate  on  this  subject  took  place, 
in  answer  to  the  member  for  North  Kings,  he 
would  say  that  if  he  imagined  that  the  electors 
of  South  Kings  were  in  favor  of  the  extension  to 
Pictou,  he  was  much  mistaken.  He  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  nine- tenths  of  the  electors,  on 
both  sides  of  politics,  were  opposed  to  it.  As  for 
£he  opinions  of  the  electors  of  North  Kings,  he 
could  not  speak  so  decisively,  but  he  had  reason 
to  believe  they  were  not  far  different.  He  felt  how 
useless  it  was  to  debate  a .question  already  decided ; 
the  die  was  already  cast,  and  most  injurious  and 
unfair  it  was,  he  considered.,  to  tbe  western  part 
of  the  province.  He  did  not  expect  to  make  any 
impression  on  .the  minds  of  members  at  this  late 


stage  of  the  discussion,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
put  his  views  before  the  people  and  the  House. 
He  would  move  the  following  amendment : 

“ Whereas  this  House  h ts  by  a large  majority 
affirmed  the  policy  of  extending  our  present  rail- 
roads east  and  west,  Horn  Truro  and  Windsor. 

“And  whereas  the  eastern  branch,  extending 
from  the  junction  to  Truro,  is  about  46  miles  in 
length,  while  tbe  western  branch  from  the  junc- 
tion to  Windsor  ie  only  about  23  miles. 

“And  whereas  reasonable  doubts  are  entertain- 
ed whether  the  financial  state  of  the  province, 
after  the  construction  of  the  line  to  Pictou,  will 
admit  of  further  ex'ension  westward. 

“And  whereas  the  funds  out  of  which  these 
railways  are  constructed,  are  contributed  equally 
by  all  parts  of  tbe  province,  while  tbe  extension 
east  is  of  comparatively  small  advantage  to  the 
western  counties. 

“ Resolved  therefore,  That  the  extension  East 
and  West  be  made  simultaneously,  and  an  equal 
sum  be  expended  for  railway  construction  on  each 
line  year  by  year  as  far  as  extension  is  made.” 

Mr.  Bill  said  that  if  dissatisfaction  had  ever 
existed  in  the  County  of  Kings  on  the  subject  of 
railroads  it  was  because  the  people  complained 
that  they  had  not  received  a fair  share  of  public 
money  for  local  objects,  and  they  were  inclined 
to  put  the  blame  upon  the  railroad.  Now  the  case 
was  different — there  was  surplus  revenue  enough 
to  <give  extra  grants  for  the  cause  of  Education, 
and  for  the  road  and  bridge  service  of  the  county. 
And  besides  this  enough  to  provide  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  railways.  He  feit  no  alarm  at  meet- 
ing his  constituency  after  the  vote  he  had  given 
on  this  question,  for  he  felt  confident  that  when 
they  found  that  all  the  local  wants  of  the  country 
h&d  been  properly  attended  to,  they  would  not 
object  to  extending  our  railways. 

Hon.  Pro  Sect,  thought  that  the  amendment 
of  the  member  for  Kings  (Dr.  Brown)  was  a 
legitimate  one  to  be  moved  in  committee  as  it 
touched  details,  but  those  of  the  members  for 
Yarmouth  and  Shelburne,  ought  to  be  moved  oil 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

Some  further  discussion  took  place. 

Dr.  Brown  said  that  there  was  one  remark 
made  by  the  hon.  Attorney  General  which  he  could 
not  pass  by  ; it-  was  to  the  effect  that  his  (Dr.  B.) 
amendment  was  a mere  ruse  to  embarrass  some 
western  gentlemen.  Now  he  did  not  think  that 
this  was  a fair  conclusion.  Had  not  the  East  al- 
ready double  the  length  of  road  that  the  West 
had  ? Was  it  not  true  that  a road  through  the 
western  valley  would  accommodate  more  people 
and  therefore  pay  better  than  the  Pictou  road. 
He  was  not  an  anti-railroad  man  as  some  members 
had  said  ; he  was  and  always  had  been  opposed 
to  government  works  of  all  kinds  by  all  govern- 
ments, and  in  this  he  had  be§n  the  disciple  of  the 
learned  Attorney  General  ; therefore  he  felt  this 
remark  of  the  hon.  gentleman  was  uncalled  for 
and  unfair. 

Mr.  Locke  enquired  whether  the  government 
had  received  any  official  intimation  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  New  Brunswick  government  to  sub- 
mit a scheme  for  the  extension  of  their  railroadB 
west. 
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Hon.  Pro.  Sect,  replied  that  the  only  communi- 
cation received  was  an  enquiry  as  to  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Nova  Scotia  government 
to  repeal  the  acts  of  last  session,  which  he  had 
answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Churchill  announced  hia  intention  of 
voting  for  Dr.  Brown’s  amendment,  which  would 
take  the  railway  into  the  heart  of  the  County  of 
Kings. 

After  a few  further  remarks  from  various  gen- 
tlemen of  a desultory  character, 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  reminded  the  House  that  every 
minute  of  time  they  wasted  cost  the  country 
$ 3. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  was  glad  that  the  gentle- 
man bad  made  the  remark.  It  had  been  pressing 
upon  his  mind  the  whole  afternoon. 

The  Bill  then  passed  the  Committee. 

BILL  TO  RErEAL  RAILWAY  ACTS. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl  moved  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  railway  legislation  of  last 
session. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  it  was  his  intention  to 
journalize  cn  the  third  reading.  The  Atty  Genl. 
could  not  expect  those  who  voted  for  the  bill  on 
the  statute  book  to  censure  themselves  by  allowing 
the  bill  now  before  the  committee  to  pass  without 
a division. 

(Some  discussion  of  a conversational  character 
then  ensued,  in  which  the  Attorney  General  and 
Mr.  Archibald  chiefly  took  part,  in  reference  to 
the  Intercolonial  line,  but  we  have  been  obliged  to 
abbreviate  the  reports  of  this  and  subsequent  days 
wherejrer  practicable  in  order  to  bring  up  the  de- 
bates which  have  somewhat  fallen  back  in  conse- 
quence of  the  speeches  on  the  Pictcu  bill  having 
been  given  in  extenso.) 

Mr.  Archibald  observed  that  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  now  under  consideration  declared  that 
the  legislation  of  last  session  was  unwise,  and  he 
hoped  the  Atty.  General  would  consent  to  with- 
draw that.  To  ask  the  Legislative  Council  to  pass 
that  would  be  placing  them  in  a false  position, 
inasmuch  as  it  igould  be  asking  the  gentlemen  of 
that  branch  to  affirm  that  they  legislated  foolishly 
last  session.  He  hoped  for  the  sake  of  the  Atty. 
General’s  own  friends  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  that  he  would  not  pass  the  preamble. 

Mr.  Tobin  saw  no  object  that  was  to  be  gained 
by  retaining  the  preamble  objected  to  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  thought  it  would 
do  neither  harm  nor  good. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  consented  to  withdraw  the 
preamble,  and  the  bill  passed,  and  the  Committee 
adjourned. 

DESPATCHES. 

Hon.  Sol  General  laid  on  <rfhe  table  certain 
despatches  relative  to  the  pay  of  sergeants  engag- 
ed in  drilling  the  militia  in  the  British  Provinces. 

BILL. 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  a bill  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  ot  a Gas  Inspector  for  the  City  of 
Halifax. 

The  House  adjourned. 
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Thursday,  17th  March. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

Hon.  Mr.  McKinnon  introduced  a bill  to 
amend  chap.  132  R.  S-.  ot  Attorneys  and  Bar- 
risters. The  House  then  went  into  Committee, 
and  passed  the  following  bills  : — To  incorporate 
the  Chetticamp  Copper  Mining  and  Smelting 
Company  ; to  incorporate  House  joiners  of  Ha- 
lifax ; to  incorporate  Shipwrights  and  Caulkers 
of  Dartmouth  ; to  amend  act  relative  to  Court 
House  of  Halifax  ; to  incorporate  Nova  Scotia 
Marine  Insurance  Company.  Mr.  Bourinot 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  Report 
of  the  Record  Commissioner,  and,  at  his  sugges- 
tion, it  was  referred  to  a special  committee,  com- 
posed of  Messrs.  Shannon,  Archibald,  and  Bou* 
rinot. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  adjourned  at  one  until  three,  when 
it  resumed. 

THE  CHESAPEAKE  AFFAIRi 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a despatch 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  respecting  the  cor- 
respondence that  had  taken  place  in  the  case  of 
the  Chesapeake.  He  also  took  the  opportunity 
of  reading  to  the  House  Pe  answer  of  Mr.  Lay- 
arcl,  the  under-Secretary  of  State,  in  the  Com- 
mons to  a question  put  by  Mr.  Haliburton  rela- 
tive to  the  action  of  General  Doyle,  the  Admi- 
nistrator of  the  Government  in  this  Province. 
Mr.  Laj^ard  stated  that  the  conduct  of  General 
Doyle  had  the  entire  approval  of  Her  Majesty, 
and  he  had  no  belief  that  officer  would  be  recall- 
ed as  had  been  reported  It  would  be  gratifying, 
added  the  Pro.  Sec.,  to  every  member  of  the 
House  that  the  action  of  the  Administrator  of 
the  Government  had  been  approved  of  by  Her 
Majesty’s  Government. 

OUR  GOLD  FIELDS.. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  called  attention  to  an  arti- 
cle in  the  Canadian  News  copied  from  the  Even- 
ing Express  of  this  city,  which  was  calculat  d to 
convey  a most  erroneous  impression  abroad  re- 
lative to  our  gold  fields.  This  article  s 'ys  : — 

“We  are  told  that  the  total  yield  during  the 
past  year,  as  officially  reported,  was  13,991  ozs. 
of  gold,  or  about  £70,000  of  our  money.  By 
glancing  over  the  tables,  we  may  take  as  a 
rough  approximation  that  an‘  average  of  800  men 
have  been  employed  all  the  year  round  in  dig- 
ging, and  the  amount  of  quartz  they  have  raised, 
taking  the  last  three  months  as  our  guide,  will 
be  about  '40  000  tons.  Let  us  see  what  the  pro- 
bable expense  of  this  would  be  in  rude  labor. — 
The  wages  of  800  men  for,  we  shall  say,  300 
working  days,  at  a dollar  per  day,  would  be 
£60,000.  To  crush  20,000  tons  of  quartz  would 
cost  at  least  £30.000  more,  averaging  the  rate  at 
£6  per  ton.  The  other  incidental  expenses 
would  be  at  least  half  as  much  more,  so  that 
we  may  safely  say  that  in  order  to  realize 
£70,000  there  must  have  been  an  expenditure  of 
more  than  £100,000.” 

By  looking  at  this  statement,  continued  the 
P ovincial  Secretary,  any  person  would  natu- 
rally conclude  that  gold-mining,  as  a source  of 
profit,  was  impracticable.  He  then  turned  at- 
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tention  to  an  extract  from  the  Gold  Commis- 
sioner's report: — 

“But  the  best  mode  of  ascertaining  the  profit- 
able character  of  a Gold  Field  is  to  see  the  ave- 
rage amount  of  gold  which  it  yields  per  man  of 
those  actually  engaged  in  mining.  On  reference 
to  table  No.  2,  (Appendix  A,)  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  average  yield  per  man  employed  for  the  last 
half  year,  is  8 38  ounces.  The  whole  year’s 
yield  at  the  same  rate  would  exceed  that  of  1862 
by  2.78  ounces  per  man;  and  here,  it  must  b 
again  remarked,  that  ther  s is  every  probability 
that  the  yield  for  the  last  half  of  the  year  will  in 
all  probability  exceed  that  of  the  first.  For  re  •- 
sons  shown  in  the  annual  report  of  this  Depart- 
ment for  1862,  Waverly  District  is  not  inelu  ed 
in  this  calculation;  b ;t  inclusive  of  that  Di<- 
tri  t the  increased  yield  per  man  is  only  a small 
fraction  less  than  that  stated  above  * * 

“ It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  the  total 
yield  of  Gold  for  the  year,  as  per  returns  receiv- 
ed in  this  office,  is  14001  oz.  14  dwts.  17  gr ; 
equivalent,  at  $18.50  p°r  oz  to  $259  032.08. 
The  Report  for  1862,  shows  a yield  for  that 
of  7275  oz  ; consequently  the  yield  for  1863  very 
nearly  doubles  that  of  the  preceding  year.  In 
another  respect,  a still  more  gratifying  result 
has  been  attained,  although  I am  not  prepared 
to  show  its  exact  extent  by  computation.  This 
14001  oz.  14  dwts.  17  gr.  of  gold  is  the  product 
ot  the  labor  of  877  men  for  the  year.  The  an- 
nual Report  for  1882  does  not  show  the  average 
number  of  men  employed  daily  in  mining  dur- 
ing that  year,  and  doubtless  it  was  impossible 
to  ascertain  the  exact  number  ; but  from  per- 
gonal knowledge  of  what  was  transpiring  in  the 
various  Gold  Districts  during  1862,  I can  safely 
allege  that  the  average  number  of  men  employ- 
ed daily,  for  the  whole  year,  more  than  doubled 
that  of  1863.” 

In  connec  ion  with  this  subject  the  Provincial 
Secretary  read  the  following  return,  which  he 
said  exhibited  very  encouraging  results 

“ The  returns  as  made  by  the  Deputy  Com- 
missioner of  the  yield  of  gold  for  the  two  months 
ending  Feby.  29, 1864,  are  as  follow  : 

Sherbrooke,  January — 45  men  employed,  111 
tons  quartz  crushed-Gold  obtained,  326  oz  , 5 
dwts  , 14  grs.  ; and  for  February — 70  men,  118 
tons  Gold,  366  oz.,  13  dvf  ts.,  6 grs. 

“ Wine  Harbor,  for  January — 39  men,  131 
tons — Gold,  189,  oz.,  5 dwts.,  22  grains.  For 
February — 68  men,  214  tons  Gold,  429  cz.,  18 
dwts.,  15  grains.” 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hon.  Prov  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a return  of 
gold  areas  declared  liable  to  be  forfeited,  which 
had  been  asked  for  by  Mr.  Blanchard. 

Mr.  Hill  presented  a petition  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Newport  and  Windsor,  with  regard  to 
some  marsh  lands ; also,  a bill  in  accordance 
with  its  prayer. 

Hon.  Pnov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  the  repor* 
of  the  Legislative  Library  for  1863. 

Mr.  J ohn  Campbell  introduced  an  act  rela- 
tive to  Bankrupts. 

Mr.  Whitman  called  attention  to  some  re- 
turns that  had  been  landed  him  in  reference  to 
Registrars  of  Shipping.  He  pointed  out  that 
there  waa  considerable  disparity  in  the  amount 


of  salaries  paid  several  officers  in  comparison 
with  the  work  performed.  He  instanced  parti- 
cularly the  case  of  the  officer  at  Annapolis,  who 
was  paid  $80  aR  Collector  ot  Dut  es,  but  noth- 
ing  whatever  as  Registrar. 

Some  desultory  discussion  ensued  on  ’his 
point,  from  which  it  appears  that  some  of  these 
officers  are  Imperial,  and  receive  a larger  sum 
than  is  given  to  the  provincial.  In  most  cases 
the  Collectors  now  do  the  duty,  without  addi- 
tional pay.  The  additional  duty,  several  mem- 
bers contended,  should  be  paid  for.  The  Fin. 
Secretary  stated  that  he  found  there  were  some 
five  gentlemen  who  performed  the  duties  of 
Registrar  in  addition  to  those  of  Collector,  with- 
out receiving  any  additional  salary  ; and  that  if 
i met  the  views  of  the  House,  the  Government 
prop  ed  to  add  $20  to  the  pay  of  each.  The 
subject  then  dropped 

KAIL-WAY  BILLS. 

The  Railway  Bills  were  then  taken  up  for  the 
third  r ading. 

Hon.  Pr or.  Sec.  read  a preamble  for  the 
Repealing  Bill  in  the  place  of  the  one  which  had 
been  objected  to  o the  previous  day.  It  ex- 
pressed no  opinions,  he  said,  as  to  the  wisdom 
or  expedienc  of  the  >'Cts  of  last  session,  but 
simply  st  ted  they  were  inoperative  in  conse- 
quence of  the  action  of  Canada. 

Some  discussion  followed  between  Provincial 
Secretary,  Mr  Archibald  and  the  Sol.  General. 

Mr  Archibald  moved  that  the  Repealing 
Bill  be  deferred — lost,  11  t 25. 

Yeas — G.  S.  Brown,  Robertson,  Locke,  Mc- 
Lelan,  Blanchard,  Archibald,  Coffin,  Heffernan, 
Ro-’s,  Blackwood.  Parker. 

Nays — Pryor,  McKay,  Hatfield,  Churchill, 
Allison,  Lawrence,  More,  Bill,  Fin.  Sec.,  C. 
Kaulbac’a,  Jost,  Prov.  Sec  , McFarlane,  Miller, 
Donkin,  Longley,  Bourinot,  Stewart  Campbell, 
Sol.  Gg  eral  Hill,  J.  Campbell,  Caldwell,  P. 
Smyth,  C.  J.  Ca"  pbell,  McKinnon. 

The  Bill  for  the  construction  of  the  Pictou 
road  was  then  taken  up,  and  its  third  reading 
moved. 

Mr.  Killam’s  resolution  (as  follows)  was  then 
put  and  lost,  8 to  29  : — 

Whereas,  About  the  year  1855,  the  construc- 
tion of  railroads  was  first  undertaken  in  this 
Province  as  government  works,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  advalorem  duties  being  6|  and  2^  per 
sent®  the  revenue  collected  on  imports  and  ex- 
cise amounted  to  £145,000,  about  one  third  of 
which,  45,000,  was  granted  for  the  road  and 
bridge  service.  In  1857  the  duties  were  raised 
from  6£  to  10  per  ce  t,  and  from  2\  to  5 per 
cent.,  the  revenue  was  £145,000 — the  road  ex- 
penditur  £4^000,  and  interest  on  railroad,  £27,- 
000.  And  whereas,  during  the  succeeding  six 
years,  from  1858  to  1864,  although  the  fe venue 
increased  from  £141,000  to  £215,000,  the  road 
expenditure  decreased,  the  average  b ing  £8,- 
000  par  year,  and  the  railroad  interest  increased 
to  an  average  of  £53,000  per  year,  being  nearly 
double  of  the  road  expenditure,  and  is  now  a 
fixed  charge  of  £61,000  on  the  general  revenue. 

And  whereas,  The  Government,  with  these 
facts  before  them,  are  now  about  to  pass  a bill 
for  the  extension  of  the  Railroad  to  Pictou, 
which  will  incur  an  additional  large  liability, 
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and  a further  diminution  of  the  road  grant,  or 
iucreased  taxation. 

And  whereas  there  is  every  reason  to  con- 
clude that  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick 
are  now  prepared  to  construct  their  portion  of 
the  European  and  North  American  Railway, 
and  ( onnect  with  Nova  Scotia  at  the  frontier  ; 
and  whereas  the  provincial  character  of  that 
work,  its  admitted  superior  paying  qualities,  and 
the  near  prospect  of  intercolonial  Union,  entitle 
it  to  a preference  over  any  local  undertaking, 
such  as  the  Pictou  extension,  and  requires  that 
we  shall  reserve  our  re  ources  for  that  work, 
whenever  the  policy  of  railway  extension  in  that 
direction  i determined  upon. 

Therefore  >esolved,that  it  is  unwise  and  inex- 
pedient for  the  present  to  pass  the  Bill. 

M.  Locke  then  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  lost  by  7 to  30  : — 

Whereas,  There  is  re  son  to  believe  that  the 
Legislature  of  New  Brunswick  areaboti’  to  pass 
an  act  for  the  extension  of  a railway  from  St. 
John  to  the  American  frontier,  and  from  Monc- 
ton to  the  borders  of  Nova  Scotia  : — 

Resolved, — Therefore,  that  in  the  opinion  of 
th:s  House,  the  Government  should  not  proceed 
in  the  construe  ion  of  any  portion  of  he  Pictou 
line,  which  is  also  not  a part  of  the  Intercolonial 
line,  until  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

The  yeas  being — G.  S.  Brown,  More,  Mc- 
Lelan,  Robertson,  Locke,  Killam,  Dr.  Brown, 
Coffin. 

Dr.  Brown  then  moved  his  resolution  ("given 
on  a previous  day)  which  was  lost  by  4 to  35, — 
tbe  yeas  being  Dr.  Brown,  Killam,  Churchill, 
and  More. 

The  bill  then  passed,  and  was  sent  up  to  the 
Council. 


Friday,  18th. 

The  House  met  at  3 p.  m. 

PETITIONS  AND  QUESTIONS. 

Mr.  Tobin  asked  the  government  to  submit 
the  report  of  the  Gold  Commissioner  on  the 
subject  of  certain  mining  areas  in  possession  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Locke  The  Provincial  Secretary 
said  the  papers  concerning  that  case  would  be 
submitted  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  G.  S.  Brown  presented  a petition  from  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Yar 
mouth  asking  for  the  establishment  of  a new 
Post  ride  in  a district  of  that  county. 

Mr.  Archibald  presented  a petition  from  a 
number  of  he  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  t ol- 
chester  praying  for  an  additional  Way  Office  in 
a certain  locality. 

Mr.  Archibald  asked  the  government  to  lay 
upon  the  table  all  correspondence  that  has  pass- 
ed betwe  n Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick 
on  the  subject  of  the  intercolonial  union.  The 
Provincial  Secretary  said  the  paper  relating  to 
the  question  would  be  submitted  at  an  early 
day. 

USURY  LAW. 

The  Legislative  Council  by  message  informed 
the  House  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  relating  to  usury  and 
interest  with  certain  amendments  [The  amend- 


ment provides  that  no  security  shall  be  void  in 
the  hands  of  an  innocent  indorsee  except  in  cases 
where  notice  of  usury  has  been  given.] 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl  did  not  approve  of  the 
character  of  ti  e amendment  made,  and  proposed 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it. 

Mr.  Blanchard  thought  the  House  had  bet- 
ter accept  the  amendment,  because  in  case  of  it 
being  refused,  the  chapter  vt  ould  be  lost  alto- 
i ether,  and  consequently  the  country  would  be 
without  Interest  and  Usury  Laws. 

Upon  the  question  being  taken,  the  House 
refused  to  accept  the  amendment  by  a vote  of 
26  to  10 

STATUTE  LABOR  LAW. 

On  motion  ot  Hon.  Atty.  Gen  , the  House 
resolved  itself  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  t e 
Revised  Statutes,  and  took  up  the  Matut  Labor 
Law 

In  order  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  position  of 
this  question,  it  may  t e necessary  to  s ate  that 
a few  weeks  since  the  law  of  1862  was  referred 
to  a special  committee  to  examine  and  report 
upon.  Th  s committee  failed  to  agree  upon  a 
definite  proposition,  and  reported  to  the  House 
the  statute  labor  scale  of  1862  with  amendments, 
and  also  a series  of  resolutions,,  and  propos  d 
amendments,  that  bad  been  discussed  in  com- 
mittee. 

M . Jost  asked  w’  ether  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  committed  to  mak  thj  application  of  the 
law  general.  He  would  n t consent  to  the 
county  of  Lunenburgh  being  embraced  in  the 
arrangement. 

Mr.  Miller  said  he  should  move  that  the 
county  of  R chmond  be  exempt  from  the  law. 

Mr.  Locke  thought  they  had  better  make 
the  law  general,  and  applicable  to  all  the  coun- 
ties in  the  Province 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  the  question  for  the 
Committee  to  decide  was  whether  they  would 
retain  the  law  of  1862  or  return  to  the  system  in 
operation  previous  to  that  period. 

Hon  Fin.  S c did  not  think  there  were  five 
persons  in  the  county  of  Richmond  in  favor  of 
the  law  of  1862. 

Hon  Mr.  Speaker  observed  that  the  law  of 
1862  did  not  work  well  in  the  county  of  Digby. 
and  r e moved  that  they  return  to  the  old 
law. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  it  it  was  was  decided 
to  adhere  to  the  law  of  1862,  he  would  move 
that  the  county  of  Cape  Br  ton  be  exempted 
from  its  operations. 

Mr,  Donkin  said  that  the  old  law  was  oppres- 
sive, and  that  the  Act  of  1862  was  far  preferable 
to  it. 

Hon  Sol  Gen.  contended  that  they  ought 
to  make  the  law  apply  generally.  He  did  not 
see  why  a distinction  should  be  made-  between 
Cape  Breton  and  Nova  Scotia  proper.  He 
flailed  to  discover  any  reason  why  Cape  Breton, 
Digby  and  Lunenburgh  should  be  placed  in  a 
different  position  from  the  other  counties  in  the 
Province. 

Mr.  Bourinot  then  asked  the  Sol  Gen  how  it 
was  Antigonishe  had  a daily  mail  wh  1st  Cape 
Breton  had  it  only  tri-weekly. 

Mr  Blackwood  was  in  favor  of  giving  the 
sessions  in  each  county  the  power  to  make  the 
necessary  statute-labor  regulation. 
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Mr.  McKay  hoped  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee would  be  adopted. 

Dr.  Hamilton  said  he  preferred  the  old  law 
to  the  one  passed  in  1862.  He  objected  to  the 
latter  because  there  was  no  provision  for  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  assessor.  He  said  there 
were  but  few  persons  in  Kings  County  in  favor 
of  the  existing  law. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  moved  that  the  scale 
reported  by  the  committee  be  adopted 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  until  the  principle  of  as- 
sessment, with  respect  to  statute  labour  was 
adopted,  they  would  hot  have  peace  in  the 
House,  so  far  as  that  vexed  question  was  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  Caldwell  s id  he  opposed  this  hill  last 
year  when  under  discussion,  he  would  do  so  now 
on  the  same  grounds,  finding  it  would  diminish 
labor  to  a large  extent  in  his  county.  Therefore 
he  could  not  see  how  hon.  gentlemen  should  en- 
deavor to  force  such  an  injurious  measure  on 
the  island,  particularly  when  its  representatives 
are  unanimous  in  rejecting  the  original  law. 
Why  not  therefore  exempt  the  little  island  from 
its  operation  as  desired'? 

Mr.  Kaulback  said  that  the  hon.  member 
from  Yarmouth  had  intimated  at  least  that  the 
gentlemen  in  this  House  opposed  to  the  new 
statute  labour  law,  were  influenced  by  the  few 
wealthy  people  of  their  counties,  who  had 
more  weight  than  the  larger  classes  of  poor  in- 
habitants N w,  he  (Mr.  KJ  could  not  allow 
such  an  assertion  to  be  made  as  to  his  motives 
or  action  in  opposing  this  new  law  without  giving 
it  a flat  denial.  He  told  that  hon.  gentleman 
that  his  (MrK’s)  action  on  this  question  had  the 
approval  of  a vas  majority  of  his  people.  The 
G rand  Jury  of  the  Countjrin  1863,  unanimously 
recommended  the  repeal  of  this  law — which  re- 
commendation was  approved  of  by  the  sessions 
and  their  action  presented  to  this  House.  He 
wa.3  opposed  to  the  Dew  law  because  he  believed 
it  bore  too  heavily  and  imposed  burthens  on  the 
industrious  farmers-— a class  he  wished  to  ad- 
vance— whilst  the  rich  man’s  notes,  judgments, 
and  mortgages  were  freed  from  any  taxation. 
It  forced  the  aged  man  over  three  score  years 
to  do  labour,  when  he  is  physically  incapable. 
It  red  uced  the  aggregate  amount  of  labour  that 
is  performed  under  the  old  law,  and  concentra- 
ted the  work  in  thickly  settled  districts,  where 
it  is  not  as  much  required,  as  in  the  more  rural 
districts.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen who  said  that  we  should  have  but  one  ge- 
neral enactment  for  the  whole  Province,  since 
the  law  is  purely  local  in  its  effects,  and  each 
county  had  its  peculiar  differences.  One  half 
the  Province  is  opposed  to  the  new  law.  Then  - 
fore,  let  those  counties  which  wanted  the  new 
law.  take  it.  But  they  should  not  deprive  his 
county  of  the  old  law  if  they  preferred  it. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  said  it  was  unfair  to  force 
a law  upon  the  people  of  Inverness  that  they 
did  not  approve  of  He  thought  that  the  coun- 
ties that  were  now  exempt  from  the  operations 
of  the  law  of  1862  should  be  allowed  to  remain 
80. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gent,,  said  the  first  question  the 
House  should  decide  was  whether  they  would 
have  two  systems  of  statute  labor,  one  for  one 
port  on  of  the  Province  and  another  for  the 


other.  If  it  were  decided  to  have  but  cue  sys- 
tem then  they  should  endeavor  to  make  that  as 
perfect  as  possible. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  moved  an  amendment 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  not  judicions  to  have 
two  systems  of  statute  labor  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Hon.  Pro  Sec  said  he  would  vote  against 
that  resolution  as  he  conceived  that  the  circum- 
stances of  some  counties  were  not  adapted  to  the 
application  of  a general  law. 

Upon  being  put  Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane’s  reso- 
lution v.  as  carried  by  a vote  of  23  to  18 

Several  clauses  of  the  law  was  then  read  and 
passed. 

Mr  Pryor  o’ served  that  unde-  the  prese’ t 
system  a number  of  persons  obtain  d exen  ption 
from  the  perfo  mance  of  statute  labour  on  the 
plea  that  they  were  volunteers,  when  in  reality 
they  did  not  come  under  the  rec  gnizance  of  the 
Jaw  i espect  ng  such  exemption.  He  moved  that 
all  certificates  of ’Volunteers  seeking  exemption 
from  statute  labor,  shall  be  sig  e J by  the  com- 
manding officer,  and  countersigned  by  the  adju- 
tant gene  al. 

Mr.  Peter  Smyth  movel  that  Volunteers 
shall  not  be  ex  mpt  from  the  performance  of 
statute  labour. 

Mr.  Blackwood  contended  thaf  by  virtue  of 
the  promis  s made  to  tfm  Volunte  rs  when  t ey 
organized,  tbr  y should  b exempt,  and  that  it 
would  be  unjust  to  compel  them  to  perform 
labor  on  the  roads. 

The  House  adjourned  till  half  past  sev  n. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

House  resumed  at  half-past  7 o’clock 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  Bills,  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  statute-labor 
law. 

EXEMPTION  OP  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  P.  Smyth  moved  that  the  Volunteers  be 
struck  out  of  those  exempted  from  the  perform- 
ance of  statute  labor. 

Mr.  Blackwood  thought  that  if  this  were 
done,  the  House  would  be  guilty  of  a breach  of 
faith  with  the  volunteers.  When  the  force  was 
called  into  existence,  it  was  distinctly  understood 
that  they  wou’d  be  exempted  from  statute  labor, 
and  they  were  also  to  be  granted  other  immuni- 
ties, such  as  serving  as  jurors  and  constahl  s — >■ 
To  withdraw  this  privilege  now,  after  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Volunteers  bad  come  forward 
in  defence  of  their  country,  he  considered  would 
b a violation  of  good  faith,  and  would  be  c Icu- 
lated  to  thin  the  ranks  of  the  force  throughout 
the  country 

Hon.  Atty.  General  t- ought  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  weight  in  the  argument  just  used 
by  the  member  for  Colchester,  Mr.  Black  wood, 
derived  from  the  pledge  given  that  the  Volun- 
teers should  be  exempted  from  this  duty.  But, 
as  regards  the  principle  itself,  he  had  long 
thought  that  the  man  who  volunteers  for 
the  service  of  his-  country  was  simply  perform- 
ing a duty  incumbent  upon  him,  and  he  should 
be  actuated  by  higher  considerations  than  the 
mere  exemption  from  certain  muncipal  duties. 
If  it  was  correct,  however,  that  such  a pledge 
as  that  referred  to  had  been  given,  it  should  be 
respected  whatever  inconveniences  might  fol- 
low. 
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Mr.  Locke  denied  that  any  such  pledge  was 
given  to  the  volunteers — none  such  could  be 
found  in  the  act  author  zing  their  enrollment. 
He  thought  a volunteer  should  enroll  him- 
self for  the  honor  of  his  county,  and  not  on 
account  ot  enjojing  any  privilege  himself. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  some  of  them  enrolled 
themselves  in  order  to  escape  the  performance 
of  statute  labor. 

Mr  S.  Campbell  said  that  any  volunteer 
who  enrolled  himself  to  get  clear  of  statute  labor, 
would  not  make  a very  profitable  bargain,  as 
the  expense  he  was  put  to  or  uniform,  etc,  far 
exceeded  in  value  any  privileges  he  enjoyed. 
If  it  be  a fact  that  there  was  any  understanding 
either  expressed  or  implied  th  t these  young 
men  were  to  enjoy  certain  immunities,  that 
understanding  should  be  respected.  There  was 
another  class  too,  who  were  equally  deserving 
of  the  privilege,  and  were  it  not  for  this  pledge 
given  to  the  volunteers,  he  could  see  no  reason 
why  th  militia  officers  should  r ot  be  put  upon 
the  same  footing  There  was  another  reason 
why  this  ex  mplion  should  not  be  taken  away  at 
this  time.  The  volunteers  had  enlisted  for  five 
years,  and  with  many  of  them  this  was  the  last 
year  of  their  existence. 

Mr.  Locke  said  he  law  they  were  passing 
was  not  intended  for  this  year  alone,  but  would 
have  effect  for  some  time  to  come 

Mr.  Kaulback  said  that  from  his  knowledge 
of  the  Volunteers  of  the  Province  so  far  from 
being  actuated  by  the  selfish  and  mercenary 
motives  imputed  to  them,  he  was  convinced  that 
they  had  enrolled  themselves  with  a patriotic 
desire  to  perfect  an  organization  which  might  at 
some  future  time  be  Decessary  for  the  defence 
of  their  country.  It  could  not  be  denied  that  in 
the  recent  organization  of  the  militia  force,  the 
previous  training  and  efficiency  of  the  Volun- 
teers had  been  largely  instrumental  in  accom- 
plishing the  success  which  had  attended  that 
movt ment.  In  the  Battalion  of  Militia  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  command,  he  numbered  among 
his  officers,  many  of  the  Volunteer  force,  and 
it  was  but  right  to  state,  that  to  their  assistance 
he  whs  1 rgely  i debted  for  the  efficiency  of  the 
Battalion.  He  would  regret,  theref  re,  if  the 
House  should  adopt  an . poliey  wh  ch  would 
tend  to  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  Volunteers  ; 
for  in  doing  so,  they  at  the  same  time  would 
injure  the  militia  organiza  ion.  He  did  not 
think  t at  the  exemption  referred  to  ha  i any 
serious  effect  upon  tue  amou  t of  tatute  labour 
performed,  f r the  Volunteers  chiefly  resided  in 
ihe  more  popu  ous  districts,  wcere  the  los  of 
their  labor  was  not  so  much  f It  He  did  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  House  would  pause  before  it 
deprived  the  Volunteers  of  a privilege  wh  eh, 
though  small  in  itself  might,  in  its  consequen- 
ces, have  a serious  effect  upon  an  rgan  zation 
which  had  hitherto  reflected  great  c edi.  upon 
the  country. 

M . Bill  agreed  entirely  in  the  remarks  of 
the  hon  member  for  Lunenburgh  (Mr.  Kaul- 
back.) , He  did  n t think  it  fair  r just  for  the 
Government  to  say  to  these  Volunteers,  (as 
they  would  eay  in  effect  if  they  withdrew  this 
privilege^),  “ We  don’t  value  y u services  any 
longer.  We  have  made  use  of  you  for  certa  n 
purposes,  but  we  require  you  no  more.”  Was 


this  the  treatment  they  deserved  »t  the  hands  of 
the  country  ? He  thought  not.  Dur  ng  the 
Prince  of  Wales’  v sit,  everybody  was  proud  of 
our  Volunteers,  and  surely  this  was  not  the  re- 
turn that  they  were  to  receive  for  the  time  and 
money  they  had  spent  in  the  service  of  tlie.r 
country.  In  the  immediate  district  that  he  re- 
sided in,  there  were  no  Volunteers,  but  a short 
distance  west  of  him  the  Government  had  given 
a grant  to  build  a Drill-shed,  and  the  Volunteers 
there  were  exercising  a beneficial  influence  upon 
the  militia  organization.  He  wag  in  favour  of 
giving  them  every  encouragement,  and  instead 
of  depriving  them  of  this  small  privilege,  he 
would  be  more  inclined  to  exempt  them  from  all 
taxes 

After  a few  remarks  from  Hon  Mr.’McFAR- 
iane,  who  said  that  he  thought  the  whole  Vo- 
lanteer  organization  would  ultimately  merge  into 
the  militia — the  motion  of  Mr.  Smyth  to  strike 
out  the  Volunteers  from  those  exempted  was 
carried. 

A number  of  amendments  xeported  by  the  Se- 
lect Committee  passed  without  discussion  — 
surveyors  of  statute  labour  under  the  Act  are  to 
be  allowed  a dollar  a day  for  the  time  of  their 
servings,  alter  they  have  performed  their  own 
labor  required  by  the  Act.  The  schedule  of 
labor  passed.  Amongst  cither  things  it  is  provi- 
ded that  80  days  be  the  maximum  of  ahor  to 
be  performed  by  any  person  The  Bib  passed, 
and  the  Committee  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  shortly  after  9 o’clock 
until  3 o’clock  on  Mond  y. 


Monday,  March  21. 

The  House  met  at  8 o’clock. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen  presented  a petition  from  in- 
habitants of  Antigonishe,  respecting  a change  of 
mail  route. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  introduced  a bill  tp  in- 
corporate F A drews  and  others  as  a mining 
and  amalgamating  company. 

the  estimates. 

Hon  Fin.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  the  estimate 
of  expenditure  for  the  y ear.  The  balance  in 
hands  of  Receiver  General,  Dec.  31,  was  $100, 
745  67.  There  were  due  from  Casual  Revenue 
$39,128  15  ; Collectors  of  Colonial  Revenue, 
$48,069  38;  Brewers  of  Ale  and  Porter,  $2,188,- 
20;  Man  fa  turer  of  Tobacco,  $1,109  47  ; Can- 
ada. New  Brunswick,  and  P.  E.  Island,  $6,145. 
15;  Counties  for  Boa!  advances,  $11,231  43; 
Counties  Ctal  to  Hospital  lor  Insane  $22,279. 
40  ; Railway  Department,  $23,005  38 ; P.  O. 
Department,  $1,597  63 ; Old  Copper  Coin, 
$3000  ; total,  $258,499  86.  The  probable  Rev- 
enue for  1864,  all  sources,  $1,286,007  44.  Esti- 
mated expenditure  for  same  period,  $1  222  355. 
The  balance  of  assets,  31st  Dec.,  1863,  was 
$106,007  44.  . The  Estimate  for  1864  compared 
with  the  Expenditure  of  1863,  as  applied  to  the 
following  services,  exhibit  the  subjoined  figures. 
Th  ■ Civil  List  for  '63  and  ’64,  respectively, 
$59,812  85.  and  $59,390  Crown  Land  Depart- 
ment, $14,082  60  and  $14,000.  Debt.  Savings 
Bank  and  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia,  $21,684  20,  and 
$21,440.  Railway  interest,  $244,586  76,  and 
$242,100.  Gold 'Fields  $13,083  57,  and  $20,- 
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000.  Education,  $67,728  and  $91,715.  Miscel- 
laneous, $13,749  and  $11,000.  Militia,  $26,240 
and  $22,000.  Navigation  securities  $12,  109. 
99  and  $36,040.  Public  Printing,  $9839  27  and 
8000.  Public  works,  $96,418  and  $96,200. 
Railway  expenses,  $127  962  and  $120,000. 
Roads  and  brid.  es,  $140,000  and  $257  220  The 
last  item  exhibits  an  augmentation  of  no  less 
than  $117,220  as  compared  with  the  year  1863. 
The  appropriation  for  the  purposes  of  Educa- 
tion exhibits  an  increase  for  the  present  year  over 
the  past  equal  to  $24,000.  Under  the  head  of 
Navigation  Securities,  is  a grant  of  $16,000  to- 
wards the  i ompletion  of  the  St.  Peter’s  Canal. 

The  Financial  Secretary  obs  rved  that  it 
had  been  the  desire  of  the  Government  in  the 
appropriation  of  the  road  money  to  regard  more 
especially  those  counties  which  would  not  be 
directly  benefitted  by  the  railway.  He  also 
stated  that  he  had  been  exceedingly  guarded 
in  making  up  the  estimate  o:  expected  revenue. 

ST.  PETER’S  CANAL. 

Mr.  Tobin  asked  what  were  the  intentions 
of  the  government  respecting  the  St.  Peter’s 
Canal.  He  had  heard  it  said  outside  that  a 
Marine  Railway  for’the  purpose  of  taking  Boats 
over  might  be  constructed  at  a much  smaller 
expense  and  be  found  r qualiy  as  useful.  He 
bad  some  experience  in  such  works,  and  he  was 
therefore  desirous  of  learning  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intended  constructing  such  a piece  of 
machinery.  He  had  been  one  of  a number  of 
gentlemen  who  had  been  induced  to  build  two 
Marine  Railways  in  this  county  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  they  would  be  cheaper;  but  it  was 
found  that  these  works  cost  about  £15,000, 
whereas  the  canal  would  only  have  cost  £12,000. 
Pie  considered  that  nothing  else  than  a Canal 
would  be  advantageous  at  St.  Peters.  He  trusted 
that  the  government  would  not  be  led  into  any 
error  in  respect  to  this  work. 

Hon  Fin.  Sec  said  that  the  grant  which  had 
been  placed  upon  the  estimates  would  be  appli- 
cable to  two  pu  poses — either  to  a marine  rail- 
way or  to  a canal;  for  it  would  require  more 
than  that  amount  to  make  the  necessary  exca- 
vations. At  present  it  had  not  yet  arrived  at 
that  stage  where  it  was  really  necessary  to  define 
the  character  of  the  plan  th  t would  be  adopted. 
He  wa3  quite  satisfied  to  take  this  as  an  instal- 
ment of  what  was  due  to  CapeBrebm,  and  to  put 
off  to  another  day  what  we  are  going  to  have  in 
reality 

Mr.  s'ourinot  was  glad  to  hear  the  explana- 
tions that  had  been  made  by  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary that  it  was  till  undecided  whether  a canal 
or  ailway  would  be  constructed.  He  would 
eay  frankly  to  the  House  and  to  the  country 
that  Cape  Breton  would  be  satisfied  with  nothing 
else  than  the  canal  It  had  been  long  ago  pro- 
mised to  that  island.  Votes  had  been  obtained 
in  the  Legislature,  in  times  past,  on  the  promise 
that  the  canal  would  be  opened — and  opened 
it  must  be  if  the  wishes  of  Cape  Breton  were 
attended  to.  He  believed  that  the  engineering 
difficulties,  alluded  to  in  the  report  of  Mr. 
Laurie,  were  only  imaginary,  and  could  easily 
be  overcome.  The  friends  of  Cape  Breton  accep- 
ted this  $16,000  only  as  a small  instalment ; the 
time  must  come  when  the  Province  must  give  a 


far  larger  contribution  towards  the  complete  con- 
struction of  the  canal. 

Mr.  Ross  did  not  complain  so  much  of  the 
sum  granted  by  the  Government  as  of  the  way 
in  which  the  Canal  was  treated.  Why  should 
there  be  any  doubt  about  it  ; if  we  were  to  have 
the  Canal  op  ned,  the  members  from  Cape  Bre- 
ton and  the  people  of  Cape  Breton  should  know 
it.  Anything  short  of  a good  Ship  Canal  would 
be  of  no  service  to  the  people  of  Victoria,  and 
he,  for  one,  woui  i not  be  satisfied  with  anything 
else.  One  of  the  gravest  charges  made  against 
him  in  his  own  county  on  nomination  day  was, 
that  he  did  not  | ress  on  the  late  Government 
the  necessity  ot  prosecuting  that  work  ; and  his 
colleague  made  a public  pledge  that  he  would 
support  no  Government  that  would  not  open  the 
St  Peter’s  Can  1,  and  that  pledge,  as  far  as  he 
(Mr.  R.)  was  concerned,  he  now  eudorsed.  He 
hoped,  then,  that  the  Government  would  give 
up  the  idea  of  a tramroad  or  marine  railway  ; 
both  might  be  of  some  local  benefit  to  Rich 
mond,  but  would  be  of  no  earthly  use  to  the 
rest  of  Cape  Breton.  Mr.  Talcott  in  1856  esti- 
mated the  cost  of  the  canal  at  £32,000  ; of  that 
amount  over  £6000  had  been  already  expended, 
so  that  we  might  safely  believe  that  about 
£25,000  -would  complete  it.  Any  one  who  read 
L urie’s  report,  and  saw  the  way  he  threw  cold 
water  on  the  project,  would  at  once  conclude 
that  neither  he,  nor  the  government  he  served, 
were  anxious  to  expend  any  more  money  on  that 
work  He  did  not  believe  ther  * was  any  one  in 
this  House  or  out  of  it  that  would  believe  that 
with  the  money  already  expended,  St.  Peter’s 
Canal  would  cost  £52,000,  as  calculated  by  Lau- 
rie. But  he  only  rose  to  say,  that  if  we  are  to 
have  the  St  Peter’s  Canal,  theiGovernment  h d 
a right  to  say  so  ; and  if  not,  the  people  of  Cape 
Breton  should  know  it  It  was  but  right  that 
they  should  understand  the  course  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  pursue  with  this  work,  in 
which  the  people  of  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton 
were  so  deeply  interested. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  the  members  for  Cape 
Breton  were  like  Oliver  Twist,  always  asking 
for  more.  He  believed  that  the  grant  of  $16,- 
000  was  altogether  unjustified,  as  it  was  not 
known  what  was  to  be  done  with  it. 

Mr.  C.  J Campbell  was  surprized  at  the  an- 
swer given  by  the  hon  Financial  Sec.  It  was 
well  known  to  the  country  that  ten  years  ago 
when  the  Cape  Breton  members  supported  the 
railway  it  was  on  the  full  understanding  that 
the  bt.  Peter’s  CaDal  would  be  put  though  ; but 
all  the  pledges  that  had  been  made  in 
this  respect  had  been  violated  in  the  most 
shameless  manner.  He  was  astonished  to 
hear  the  present  Administration  treat  Cape 
Breton  in  the  same  manner  as  their  pre- 
decessors. If  the  same  game  that  had  been 
played  in  the  past  was  to  be  re  enacted,  the 
sooner  it  was  known  the  better.  He  for  one 
was  desirous  of  receiving  a decided  answer  f cm 
the  Government  whether  they  really  intended 
constructing  a Canal  or  not. 

Mr  Tobin  sai ! that  if  he  believed  that  the 
Government  was  going  to  build  a marine  rail- 
way he  would  not  vote  for  a single  sixpence  to 
be  expended  upon  it.  It  would  be  just  as  well 
to  throw  the  money  over  the  wharf  as  to  con- 
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struct  such  a work.  He  believed  that  a Canal 
would  be  found  most  beneficial  in  its  results  up- 
on Cap?-  Breton,  and  he  would  be  quite  willing 
to  allow  the  minor  ervices  to  lie  over  in  order 
to  give  a grant  sufficient  for  its  construction. 

Mr.  Bourinot  could  not  avoid  thanking  the 
hon  member  for  Halifax  for  the  liberal  course 
he  had  taken  in  reference  to  this  important  work. 
It  well  became  that  hon.  gentleman  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  metropolis  of  the  Province.  He 
(Mr.  B ) was  sure  that  hon.  gentleman’s  senti- 
ments would  be  fully  ap  reciated  by  the  people 
of  Cape  Breton,  and  that  ^they  would  have  their 
proper  weight  all  over  the  Province.  He  hoped 
that  the  House  would  see  the  necessity  of  increa- 
sing the  grant  to  £16,000  instead  of  $16,000,  and 
thereby  open  up  this  great  undertaking  as  spee- 
dily’ as  possible. 

Hon.  8ol.  General  said  that  there  was  a 
law  already  on  the  Statute  Book,  providing  for 
the  construction  of  the  Canal,  and  therefore  no 
further  act  at  the  present  time  was  required. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  he  would  be  recreant 
to  the  duty  which  he  owtdto  bis  constituents — 
re  reant  to  the  only  ' ledge  which  he  made  on 
coming  into  the  House — if  he  hesitated  a mo- 
ment in  expressing  his  opinion  that  it  was  only 
an  act  of  justice  to  he  island  of  ("’ape  Breton  to 
construct  the  St.  Peter’s  Canal.  He  was  su^e 
his  constituents  would  be  satisfied  with  nothing 
else,  and  as  long  as  he  stood  in  the  House  he 
would  urge  their  right  to  have  this  great  under- 
taking completed.  However,  in  dealing  with 
this  question  he  was  disp  sed  to  be  governed  by’ 
w’hat  he  believed  was  the  soundest  policy.  He 
was  not  inclined  to  deal  captiously  with  the  Go- 
vernment. They  had  evinced  a desire  to  give 
CapeBreton  a partial  instalment^!'  justice, and  be 
was  ready’  to  accept  it  in  . good  faith.  If  the 
Government  intended  to  give  the  sum  of  $ 6.000 
without  any  condition' S3  to  whether  it  would 
be  expended  in  a Marine  railway  or  a canal,  he 
for  <«e  was  disposed  to  accept  that  for  the  pre- 
sent. If  they  would  give  a guarantee  that  they 
would  proceed  immediately  with  the  canal,  of 
course,  he  would  be  better  satisfied,  but  h was 
not  going  to  be  captious  because  he  could  not 
get  all  he  wanted  at  once. 

Mr.  Caldwell  also  made  a few  remarks 
He  said  that  he  believed  there  was  but  one 
opinion  entertained  amongst  the  several  gentle- 
men representing  the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  in 
the  Assembly,  of  the  utility  of  immediately 
opening  the  St.  Peter’s  Canal.  He  fully  con- 
curred in  the  observations  made  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  member  from  Richmond,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  action  of  the  Government  in  submit 
ting  their  estimates  on  this  undertaking,  and  to 
his  own  mind  they  ac  ed  wisely  and  judiciously 
in  this  measu  e,  of  only  expending  the  sum  of 
$16,000.  the  present  year,  as  the  expenditure  of 
this  sum  will  afford  them  time  and  the  neces 
sary  information  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  con- 
structing this  work  hereafter.  The  explana- 
tion offered  by  the  Government,  on  this  service, 
appeared  to  him  both  plain  and  comprehensive, 
and  he  thought  it  quite  unfair  to  press  the  mat- 
ter further,  believing  as  he  did  that  the  Govern- 
ment seemed  to  show  every  evidence  of  good 
faith  and  desire  to  bring  this  important  work  to 
a completion  at  as  early  a day  as  possible.  Now,as 


to  the  project  mentioned  by  some  gentlemen  of 
placing  a marine  railway  there,  he  could  only 
say  that  it  would  be  utter  folly  and  a per- 
fect waste  of  money,  for  nothing  short  of  a 
ship  canal  will  or  can  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  inland  waters  of  the  Bras  d’Or  Lake  or  pro- 
mote  the  general  interests  of  the  Island 

Hon.  Attorney  General  said  that  the  learn- 
ed member  tor  Richmond  was  quite  correct  in 
the  supposition  that  this  $16,000  was  to  be  ex- 
pended unconditionally  ; it  was  not  intended  to 
clog  it  with  any  stipulation  respecting  the  mode 
of  constructing  the  work.  The  idea  of  the  Go- 
vernment v.  as  t:  at  this  £4,000  was  as  much  as 
probably  could  be  expended  usefully  this  year 
—that  it  would  be  required  under  any  circum- 
stances to  make  the  necessary  excavations. — 
When  that  had  been  performed,  the  Government 
would  be  place  t in  a position  to  know  what  plan 
was  most  feasible  and  advantageous.  At  the 
next  session  the  House  would  know  the  nature 
of  the  work,- its  probable  expense,  and  what  was 
the  best  course  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Coffin  disapproved  of  the  grant  of 
$16,000  in  the  way  proposed.  It  was  too  much 
like  groping  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  Ross  reiterated  his  hope  that  a Canal 
would  be  - onstructed  speedily,  and  referred  to 
a pledge  of  hi^  colleague,  (Mr.  Campbell,)  that 
he  would  support  no  Government  that  did  not 
build  the  Canal.  He  also  expressed  bis  belief 
that  the  opening  up  of  the  Canal  would  not  cost 
the  country  more  than  25  or  £30,000. 

Mr.  Charles  J.  Campbell  said  that  his  col- 
league was  perfectly  correct  in  the  statement  that 
he  had  pledged  himself  on  the  hustings  in  respect 
to  the  Canal— a pledge  which  he  was  quite  ready 
to  repeat.  He  believed  that  Cape  Breton  had 
been  scandalously  used  by  both  Governments,  as 
Ur  as  this  work  was  concerned.  This  was  an 
undertaking  which  had  been  before  the  country 
for  fourteen  years  past,  and  it  was  therefore  full 
time  that  something  definite  was  accomplished. 
Year  after  year  reports  had  been  made  on  the 
subject,  and  about  ten  years  ago  the  Government 
pledged  themselves  to  put  it  through  right  off, 
but  nothing  had  come  of  the  promise.  The  fact 
was  that  it  had  been  used  by  successive  govern- 
ments menly  as  a bait  to  hoodwink  the  members 
for  Cape  Breton.  He  was  heartily  sick  of  seeing 
such  imposition  attempting  to  be  practised  upon 
the  people  of  that  island  year  after  year.  If  the 
present  Government  did  not  give  money  every 
year  until  the  work  was  finished,  he  for  one  would 
feel  compelled  to  vote  against  them.  There  was, 
in  kis  opinion,  altogether  too  much  quibbling 
about  this  question. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  the  Government 
would  not  quibble  to  obtain  the  support  of  any 
man  ; they  had  never  done  so,  and  would  never 
do  so,  whatever  might  be  the  consequences.  He 
had  given  the  House  a fair  and  candid  statement, 
which  he  thought  ought  io  have  satisfied  the  hon. 
member  for  Victoria.  (Mr.  Johnston  then  re- 
peated the  purport  of  the  remarks  already  given.) 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  said  that  he  had  not  un- 
derstood the  hon.  Attorney  General  at  the  first. 
He  might  have  spoken  hastily,  but  if  he  did  so, 
it  was  because  he  had  such  strong  feelings  on 
the  subject  under  consideration.  He  knew  that 
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the  people  of  Cape  Breton  did  not  want  this  ma- 
rine railway  at  all,  and  he  could  never  be  a party 
to  its  construction. 

Mr  Blanchard  said  that  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Halifax,  in  respect  to  the  ma- 
rine railway,  were  entitled  to  a great  deal  of  con- 
sideration. He  expressed  his  desire  to  see  the 
canal  completed. 

Mr.  Miller  said  if  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  give  Cape  Breton  the  canal, 
he  would  tell  them  at  once  that  the  money  would 
be/>nly  a useless  waste.  If  there  was  any  intention 
to  put  her  off  with  a marine  railway,  he  did  not 
want  the  $16,000  offered,  but  would  prefer  to 
see  it  expended  in  some  other  way.  He  thought 
the  Government  should  say  what  they  intended  to 
do,  in  justice  to  the  island.  His  colleague  the 
Financial  Secretary  had  pledged  himself  "to  sup- 
port no  government  that  would  not  complete  the 
canal,  and  he  should  not  now  take  anything  less. 
But  on  this  subject  he  was  desirous  to  take  that 
course  which  common  sense  would  dictate,  and 
accept  the  grant,  as  it  would  not  compromise  him 
with  respect  to  canal  or  tramway.  If  he  were 
factiously  disposed  he  might  do  otherwise,  but  he 
would  sink  every  feeling  to  obtain  justice  to  Cape 
Breton  on  this  question.  He.  was  not  disposed  to 
argue  on  the  assumption  thaf  the  Government 
were  going  to  commit  hereafter  an  act  of  bad 
faith.  The  wisest  course  was  to  allow  time  to 
settle  the  question,  and  another  year  would  solve 
the  mystery.  While  admiring  the  cpirit  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Victoria  and  other  Cape 
Breton  members,  he  would  say  to  them  in  all 
candour  to  take  this  sum  as  a small  item  of  jus- 
tice, and  allow  the  final  settlement  of  the  under- 
taking to  stand  over  till  next  year.  That  in  his 
opinion  was  the  wisest  policy. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  he  did  not  mean  to  convey 
the  idea  that  marine  railways  were  useless.  They 
were  valuable  for  certain  purposes,  but  in  the  case 
of  the  St.  Peter’s  Isthmus,  nothing  else  than  a 
Canal  could  be  of  any  material  advantage  to  the 
people  of  Cape  Breton.  He  also  pointed  out  in 
how  many  respects  this  Canal  would  benefit  that 
magnificent  island,  whose  resources  were  so  ra- 
pidly developing. 

Mr.  Pabker  was  understood  to  express  himself 
in  doubt  whether  the  Canal  would  be  of  so  much 
benefit  as  some  hon.  gentlemen  seemed  to  think  it 
would. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  the  members  for  Colches- 
ter should  be  the  last  persons  in  the  House  to 
stand  up  in  opposition  when  an  act  of  justice  to 
Cape  Breton  was  proposed.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  railway  was  built  on  the  express  under- 
standing that  this  work  would  be  completed  at 
once- 

Mr.  Archibald  was  sorry  to  hear  the  explana- 
tions that  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Attorney 
General.  That  hon.  gentleman  asked  the  House 
to  take  £4,000  of  public  money  to  dig  a hole  in 
the  ground,  without  knowing  whether  it  was  to  be 
used  for  a canal  or  railway.  He  (Mr.  A.)  thought 
that  the  government  should  have  come  forward 
with  some  definite  proposition  ; they  had  sufficient 
opportunity  to  place  before  the  Legislature  a re- 
port of  a person  properly  qualified  to  say  whether 
a railway  or  canal  was  preferable.  He  was  quite 
ready  to  acknowledge  that  Cape  Breton  was  en- 


titled to  a large  share  o?  consideration  in  this 
matter,  but  he  doubted  if  it  was  fair  to  grant  this 
large  expenditure  without  knowing  it  was  neces- 
sary and  proper.  Mr.  Archibald  then  turned  to 
the  report  of  Mr.  Laurie  and  read  several  extracts 
from  it,  showing  the  unfavorable  opinions  held  by 
that  gentleman.  He  thought,  in  view  of  that  re- 
port, it  was  due  to  the  House  that  the  government 
should  be  prepared  with  some  more  definite  in- 
formation before  they  asked  the  House  to  pass  this 
large  grant. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  the  hon.  gentleman  ought 
to  know  whether  the  Canal  was  necessary  or  not, 
inasmuch  as  he  had  beeri  a member  of  the  party 
who  brought  forward  and  supported  this  scheme 
at  the  outset.  If  he  remembered  aright,  that  hon. 
gentleman  was  a member  of  the  Government  who 
employed  Mr.  Talcott  to  report  on  the  work  in 
1856  Under  these  circumstances,  he  ought  to 
be  in  full  possession  of  all  the  facts  beating  upon 
this  subject.  He  (Mr.  T ) had  more  confidence 
in  Mr.  Talcott  than  in  Mr.  Lt-urie,  since  the  latter 
had  not  the  practical  experience  in  respect  to  Ca- 
nals that  was  possessed  by  the  former.  Moreover, 
he  believed  that  Mr.  Talcott  wss  not  instructed  to 
report  favorably  on  this  work.  Mr.  Laurie,  he 
also  thought,  felt  he  was  not  justified  in  coming 
to  a favorable  opinion  in  regard  to  this  undertak- 
ing. In  fact  all  the  reports  should  be  taken  with 
a certain  degree  of  hesitation. 

Mr.  Killam  said  that  the  St.  Peter’s  Canal  had 
long  been  a bait  held  out  to  carry  something  else, 
and  had  been  the  means  of  imposing  on  the  Pro- 
vince an  immense  burthen  in  the  shape  of  rail- 
ways, &a.  He  supposed  that  the  present  grant 
was  intended  as  an  tquivalent  to  the  Cape  Breton 
members  for  supporting  the  railv/ay.  He  believed 
with  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester  that  the  Ca- 
nal would  not  pay  at  the  present  day.  . 

Mr.  C J.  Campbell  presented  a petition  on  the 
subject  of  the  Canal.  He  said  he  had  not  brought 
it  iu  before,  because  he  had  understood  from  a 
member  of  the  Administration  that  the  St.  Peter  ’s 
Canal  was  a fact.  He  was  very  much  astonished 
at  the  remarks  of  the  bon.  Attorney  General.  He 
(Mr.  C.)  was  not  able,  perhaps,  to  clothe  his  ideas 
in  as  fine  language  as  that  hon.  gentleman,  but  | 
was  obliged  to  use  the  words  that  he  thought  best  ' 
conveyed  his  meaning.  The  Canal  had  been  men- 
tioned in  the  Governor’s  speech,  but  now  it  seem- 
ed to  be  undecided  whether  the  proposed  scheme 
was  a Canal  or  a Railway.  It  was  a perfect  waste 
of  money  to  spend  sixteen  thousand  dollars  with- 
out knowing  what  the  ultimate  intentions  were  in 
respect  to  the  work.  This  was  the  way  the  pub- 
lic money  was  continually  squandered — no  proper 
system  whatever  was  earned  out.  This  Canal 
had  been  for  years  a sop  held  out  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Cape  Breton  by  successive  Governments. 

He  had  thought  there  was  one  honest  politician  in  j 
Nova  Scotia,  but  now  there  seemed  to  be  some 
doubt  on  the  subject.  No  less  than  four  reports 
had  been  made  concerning  the  work  upon  which 
he  was  referring,  but  all  of  them  varied  most  strik- 
ingly from  each  other — & fact  which  naturally  led  | 
a person  to  see  how  little  confidence  was  to  be  ) 
placed  in  them.  As  to  Mr.  Laurie’s  report,  it  j 
bore  bn  its  very  face  the  clearest  evidence  that  it 
was  not  reliable. 
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He  was  surprized  to  hear  the  hon.  member  for 
Colchester  ask  what  were  the  resources  of  the 
country  which  this  canal  was  intended  to  benefit. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  go,  into  this 
subject  after  all  that  had  been  said  concerning 
Cape  Breton  during  the  present  session.  Those 
who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  abusing  the  country 
had  at  last  turned  round  and  showered  praises  so 
lavishly  upon  it  that  the  members  for  Cape  Bre- 
ton almost  felt  like  blushing.  Four  valuable  coal 
fields  were  in  operation  on  the  borders  of  the 
beautiful  lake  which  this  canal  would  render 
easily  accessible  to  the  sea,  whereas  there  was  not 
one  when  Mr.  Laurie  reported.  Some  of  the  coal 
found  in  Victoria  had  been  found  in  New  York, 
and  it  was  considered  as  good  an  article  as  any  to 
be  found  on  the  continent.  No  member  should 
hesitate  a moment  to  do  Cape  Breton  justice  in  a 
respect  to  an  undertaking  in  which  she  felt  so 
deep  an  interest.  He  could  not  comprehend  the 
policy  of  commencing  the  work  without  knowing 
its  exact  character.  He  was  confident,  in  view  of 
the  rapid  development  of  Cape  Breton,  this  canal 
would  confer  advantages  that  were  incalculable, 
and  could  not  be  fully  appreciated  except  by 
those  who  had  abundant  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  inexhaustible  resources  of  that  noble  island. 
It  was  especially  wanted  to  give  facilities  to  the 
country  bordering  on  the  lake  to  send  their  pro- 
duce to  the  best  markets  with  regularity  and  des- 
patch. He  believed,  however,  that  this  work 
must  be  completed  sooner  or  later,  for  no  govern- 
ment that  attempted  to  hoodwink  Cape  Breton 
could  exist  long  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Miller  regretted  that  this  matter  had 
been  brought  before  the  House  so  hastily,  for  if 
he  had  known  it  was  to  have  been  brought  up 
that  day,  he  would  have  been  prepared  with  a 
variety  of  interesting  facts  and  statistics  bearing 
on  the  proposed  canal.  He  did  not  consider  the 
report  of  Mr.  Laurie — portions  of  which  had  been 
read  by  the  hon.  m&mber  for  Colchester — was  of 
a character  to  enable  the  House  and  country  to 
come  to  a just  conclusion  on  the  subject.  He 
did  not,  in  the  first  place,  believe  that  that  gen- 
tleman went  down  to  report,  actuated  by  a spirit 
of  justice  to  Cape  Breton.  Every  line  of  his  re- 
port showed  his  desire  to  put  the  worst  feature  on 
everything  in  connection  with  the  undertaking. 
Mr.  Talcott’s  report  was  more  reliable,  inaemuch 
as  he  had  an  experience  in  canals  which  Mr.  Lau- 
rie had  not.  Mr.  Miller  then  turned  to  the  re- 
port, and  pointed  out  the  evidence  it  afforded  of 
Mr.  Laurie’s  spirit.  He  next  turned  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  valuable  resources  that  would 
be  opened  up  by  the  canal.  He  went  at  length 
into  the  details  of  the  report,  and  showed 
that  it  was  conceived  in  hostility,  and  that 
the  purpose  of  the  author  had  been  unscru- 
pulously carried  out.  In  conclusion,  he  ex- 
pressed a hope  that  the  Government  intended 
completing  the  work.  He  did  not  think  it  fair  or 
wise — in  fact  he  thought  it  would  be  factious — to 
attribute  improper  motives  to  the  geutlemen  oc- 
cupying the  treasury  benches.  If  hereafter  he 
•hould  find  that  the  hopes  he  entertained  at  pre- 
sent were  not  realized,  he  should  be  prepared  to 
do  his  duty  fearlessly. 


Mr.  Killam  considered  that  some  of  the  western 
counties  did  not  get  fair  equivalents  for  the  east- 
ern expenditure. 

Mr.  Locke  asked  how  it  was  that  Lunenburg 
was  so  liberally  dealt  with,  and  Shelburne  so 
slightly  favored.  Cumberland,  too,  came  in  for 
a lion’s  share,— all  sorts  of  services  were  provided 
for.  Cape  Breton,  too,  was  liberally  dealt  with, 
independent  of  the  $ 16,000  for  St.  Peter’s  Canal. 

Mr.  Bourinot  remarked  that  the  member  for 
Shelburne  was  always  opposing  Cape  Breton,  and 
raising  the  cry  of  East  ns.  West.  He  regretted 
that  his  hon.  friend  from  Yarmouth  also  indulged 
in  the  same  cry.  This  feeling  should  not  prevail; 
as  the  representatives  of  the  province  they  should 
legislate  for  all. 

Mr.  Annand  said,  in  looking  over  the  estimate, 
he  remarked  that  it  was  so  prepared  that  a person 
not  familiar  with  the  Province  could  scarcely  tell 
where  the  large  expenditures  were  to  be  made. — 
The  counties  represented  by  the  Executive  were, 
in  nearly  all  cases,  handsomely  provided  for.  The 
county  of  Annapolis,  represented  by  tbe  hon.  At- 
torney General,  got  the  large  sum  of  $10,300  for 
road  grant,  beside  a very  large  sum  for  break- 
waters, &c.  The  county  of  Digby,  represented  by 
the  Speaker,  wag  especially  favored,  for  it  received 
extra  grants  to  the  tune  ot  $16,000.  Cumber- 
land received  $12,000 ; Antigonishe,  however, 
was  very  modestly  dealt  with  ; Lunenburg,  which 
had  a representative  in  the  Government,  received, 
according,  to  his  computation,  over  $12,000  ; 
Richmond  and  Kings  were  well  provided  for  ; but 
Gaysborough,  a poor  county,  of  large  extent,  re- 
quiring much,  got  but  little  ; and  roads  were 
much  required  to  Sherbrooke  and  Wine  Harbour. 
The  eastern  district  of  Halifax  he  considered  had 
been  unfairly  dealt  with.  The  sum  of  $4,000 
had  been  voted  to  the  rich  western  district  of  Ha- 
lifax, and  only  the  same  sum  to  the  extensive  east- 
ern district.  He  thought  the  distant  and  poorer 
counties  had  not  been  as  liberally  dealt  with,  as 
was  due  to  them. 

Mr.  Longley  said  that  the  more  the  subject  was 
discussed,  the  more  clearly  did  it  become  apparent 
that  tbe  whole  country  was  moft  liberally  and 
fairly  dealt  with.  He  thought  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  entitled  to  no  little  share  of  credit  for 
the  fact-,  that  in  the  disposition  of  the  money  they 
had  not  been  influenced  by  merely  selfish  or  poli- 
tical considerations. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  said  that  if  talk  would 
change  the  estimate  he  would  trespass  awhile  on 
the  house,  and  point  out  the  necessities  of  his 
county.  There  were  some  votes  for  Guysborough 
that  he  was  thankful  for,  and  would  trust  for 
larger  favors  next  year. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  he  had  never  listened 
to  any  debate  with  greater  pleasure  than  the  pre- 
sent, for  several  gentlemen  who  had  attempted  to 
attack  the  Estimate  had  only  succeeded  in  answer- 
ing each  other.  The  grant  for  Cumberland,  he 
added,  would  be  absorbed  by  two  or  ihree  works 
of  great  local  importance. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  said  that  the  extra  grant  for 
Annapolis  would  be  absorbed  almost  entirely  in 
three  services  which  he  pointed  out. 
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PETITIONS,  &C. 

Mr.  Longley  presented  a petition,  and  intro- 
duced a bill,  for  the  amendment  of  the  Patent 
Law. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec'y.  laid  on  the  table  correspon- 
dence with  New  Brunswick  and  P.  E Island  in 
reference  to  a union  of  the  lower  provinces. 

Mr.  Pabker  presented  a petition  from  Stcwmcke 
in  reference  to  a railway  station  ; also,  a petition 
relative  to  Dalhousie  College  act. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  introduced  a bill  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  River  Fisheries;  and  hon.  Attorney 
Gen.,  a bill  to  incorporate  the  Louisburg  Railway 
Company. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec'y  laid  on  the  table  correspon- 
dence in  reference  to  improved  light  at  Sambro. 

House  adjourned  until  11  o’clock  next  day. 


Tuesday,  March,  22nd,  1864. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock 

A number  of  Bills  of  Incorporation  were  re- 
ferred to  a Special  Committee,  consisting  of 
Attorney  General,  Sol.  General,  Archibald, 
Blanchard,  and  Bourin  t.  Several  B ills  were 
reported  up  by  Mr.  John  Campbell  from  the 
Committee  on  Private  Bills.  The  House  then 
went  into  Committee  and  > assed  the  following 
bills  : — To  establish  Maritime  Courts  of  Enqui- 
ry ; concerning  Wrecks  and  Wrecked  Goods  ; 
concerning  Pences,  &c.,  and  a number  of  others 
in  the  R S. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  introduced  a bill  to  repeal 
the  Act  incorporating  Union  Mines  at  Bridge- 
port, and  Mr  Killam  one  to  regulate  the  county 
rate  at  Yarm  uth. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  the  petition 
of E.  C.  Twining,  praying  for  a return  of  dnty. 
Mr.  Coffin  presented  the  petition  of  J.  Me  Mur- 
ray and  others,  praying  for  additional  postal  ac- 
commodation In  answer  to  an  enquiry  of  Mr. 
Blackwood,  the  Financial  Secretary  stated  that 
it  was  the  intention  to  give  a grant  to  the  steam- 
er which  was  to  be  put  on  between  P.  E.  Island 
and  Point  Brule,  and  that  it  would  be  brought 
up  in  a supplementary  estimate. 

THE  ESTIMATES. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
Estimates,  and  considerable  desultory  debate 
ensued 

Mr,  Ross  sa'd — Before  the  committee  wi  1 
pass  the  amount  given  for  special  grants  for  the 
county  of  Victoria,  I wish  to  make  a few  obser- 
vations and  may  say  that  I give  the  government 
full  Credit  for  their  desire  to  do  justice  to  my 
county,  but  while  they  granted  us  a tair  and 
just  sum,  1 am  sorry  ttat  it  is  not  divided  as  I 
would  wish.  If  I consulted  personal  or  local  in- 
terest I would  approve  of  the  sum  of  $2800 
granted  for  the  road  to  Kelly’s  Cove,  but  know- 
ing that  it  is  a road  for  my  colleague  to  his 
coal  mine  and  one  in  which  7 8 of  our  people 
have  no  direct  interest,  I cann  t and  don’t  ap- 
prove of  it.  I wish  to  say  that  I am  not  oppo- 
sed to  the  road,  but  I am  sorry  to  find  the  rest 
of  the  county  overlooked  for  a road  in  which  the 


most  of  the  people  will  have  no  interest  or  bene- 
fit. I heartily  approve  of  the  grants  for  the 
road  from  Inganish  to  Cape  North,  and  also  for 
the  Bridges  in  Cape  North  and  Bay  St.Lawrence. 

It  would  take  about  $ COO  to  build  the  Bridge 
at  Tape  North  instead  of  the  $400  gr  nted. 
There  is  one  road  in  which  the  people  of  Vic- 
toria are  greatlv  mterested,  I mean  the  road 
leading  f ora  Plaister  Cove  to  Baddeck  ; and  I 
thought  when  I beard  that  the  Earned  Attorney 
General  passed  over  that  road,  I fully  expected 
to  see  a grant  for  it  the  same  as  the  late  govern- 
ment gave  us  for  four  rears,  and  while  Inver  e s 
gets  $1000  for  the  Plai  ter  Cove,  Victoria  is 
overlooked  altogether  I may  repeat,  did  I re- 
present local  or  sectio  al  interest  then  the  grant 
of  $2800  would  meet  my  entire  approval ; bu' 
while  our  main  post  roads  are  over  ooked  in  the 
special  g ants  for  our  county,  I cannot  pprove 
of  the  manner  in  w ich  that  g ant  is  divided. 

Yr.  C.  J.  Camdbeil  replied  : — I am  astonish- 
ed to  hear  my  hon  colleague's  remarks  and 
complaints  respecting  the  special  grant  of  twenty 
eight  hundred  dollars  in  the  Estimates  for  the 
county  of  Victoria.  The  object  of  that  grant  is 
to  open  a road  from  St  Ann’s,  where  the  hon. 
member  resides,  to  Kelly’s  Cove,  a distance  of 
seven  or  eight  miles,  across  a mountain  of  a 
thousand  feet  hi  eh.  At  present  a person  has  to 
travel  about  thirty  miles  to  get  to  English 
Town  unless  he  crosses  this  mountain  on  foot, 
or  go  by  wafer.  There  is  a stretch  of  country 
from  r ig  Harbour  to  Kelly’s  Cove,  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  miles  in  length,  thickly  settled,  without 
five  miles  of  road  in  that  distance.  This  part 
of  toe  country  has  been  hitherto  neglected,  and 
it  ill  becomes  the  hon.  member  to  find  fault  with 
me  for  pleading  their  cause  before  the  Govern  • 
ment,  and  telling  this  House  that  it  is  a personal 
gift.  I would  inform  my  hon.  colleague  th  t he 
could  scarcely  make  five  miles  of  road  in  the 
county  without  being  to  my  advantage  ; and  I 
will  lend  the  hon.  gentleman  my  a d to  secure  a, 
similar  grant  for  any  other  portion  of  the  county 
in  which  he  is  interested. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that,  although  as.  a general 
thing  the  several  counties  had  reason  to  thank 
the  Government  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
road- grants  were  di  tributed,  yet  he  was  sorry 
to  say  that  the  county  of  Richmond  had  not  re- 
ceived that  consideration  to  which  it  is  entitled. 
He  did  not  consider  it  fair  to  look  upon  the 
Canal  as  a local  undertaking — it  was  rather  one 
in  which  the  people  of  the  whole  island  were 
equally  interested, — and  therefore  the  gran  now 
proposed  in  the  Estimates  should  not  be  looked  j 
upon  as  a mere  local  appropriation.  In  compa-  I 
ring  the  amoun  given  to  Cape  Breton  for  roids 
and  bridges,  about  $16,500,  with  those  given  to  ' 
other  counties,  Lunenburg  for  instance,  which 
received  $12,000,  he  could  not  but  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  island  did  not  receive  its  full 
share  of  justice.  He  regretted  exceedingly  that  j! 
a larger  g ant  had  not  been  made  for  roads  and  j 
bridges  in  his  o \n  county,  for  it  was  very  much 
needed.  In  view  of  the  large  extra  grants  given  i 
to  the  various  counties,  a far  lar  er  sum  should 
have  been  given  for  St.  Peter’s  Canal. 

Mr.  Tobin  he  e took  occasion  to  state  that  if 
the  Financial  Secretary  had  made  no  provision 
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in  respect  to  the  duties  on  officers’  wines,  he 
would  move  a resolut  on  on  the  subject 

All  the  services  mentioned  in  the  Estimates 
were  then  passed  through  Committee. 

Mr..ANNAND  said  that  he  had  ran  his  eye 
over  the  Estimates,  and  could  not  find  anything 
in  it  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  there  was 
anything  like  Retrenchment  in  it,  although  the 
Government  and  the  most  of  their  supporters 
were  pledged  to  a scheme  having  that  object  in 
vi  w.  The  only  reduction  arose  from  two 
items— the  salary  of  the  Governor’s  Secretary, 
and  those  of  a clerk  in  the  Receiver  General’s 
Department.  He  believed  that  it  was  absolute- 
ly "necessary  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
shoul  1 have  a Secretary,  in  view  of  the  public 
business  he  had  to  transact.  He  looked  upon 
the  reduction  in  the  Receiver  General’s  Office, 
as  inadvisable,  and  mentio  ed  that  it  was  coun« 
terbalanced  by  he  fact  that  that  the  cost  of  the 
clerks  in  the  Excise  Department  had  been  in- 
creased by  §800  He  found  that  the  Revenue 
Department,  which  was  denounced  as  extra  a- 
gant  in  1862,  was  going  to  cost  in  1864  §45,560, 
very  considerably  more.  Now,  hr  did  not 
complain  ot  this  for  he  thought  the 
Revenue  Department  was  one  of  the  last 
departments  that  should  be  brought  into  any 
injudicious  system  of  economy ; but  he  could 
not  help  looking  upon  the  fact  he  had  stated  as 
very  strange  kfconnec'ion  with  the  promises  of 
the  gentlemen  opposite  Nearly  all  the  other 
public  services  had  been  increased  In  criminal 
prosecutions  the  estimate  was  §800  over  the 
previous  year  ; in  the  Cnwn  Land  department 
there  was  also  an  increase  of  several  hundred 
dollars.  Passing  by  a Dumber  of  items  which 
were  nea  ly  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year, 
he  went  on  to  state  that  he  did  no  fin  l in  the 
Estimate  a service  which  he  would  like  to 
see  provided  for.  Re  referred  to  a subsidy  for 
a line  of  steamers  running  between  Halifax  and 
Yarmouth  He  thought  it  was  necessary  to 
offer  a grant,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
a number  of  Americans  were  ready  to  g®  into 
the  project  if  any  inducement  was  offered  them. 
A good  deal  had  been  said  about  a line  of  steam- 
ers connecting  with  Pictou  and  Cape  Breton 
\<hen  the  railway  was  built  to  the  former  place. 
He  thought  it  would  be  most  advantageous  to 
Cape  Breton  if  the  Government  would  subsidize 
a line  of  steamers  from  Halifax  to  the  Island  of 
Cape  Breton,  which  would  touch  at  the  several 
gold  fields — at  Cape  Canso— at  Arichat — at 
Plaister  Cove,  &c.  If  the  Government  were  to 
bring  in  a scheme  of  that  character,  they  would 
confer  a very  great  boon  upon  the  Island  of  Cape 
Breton,  as  well  as  upon  the  Province  at  large. 
He  believ  d it  would  be  of  more  benefit  than 
even  the  railway,  if  it  were  built  to-morrow. 
He  found,  he  said  in  conclusion,  there  were  a 
number  of  other  services  be  ides  those  which  he 
had  mentioned  which  had  been  increased,  but 
not  so  much  so  a to  require  any  lengthened  re- 
marks. He  could  not  help  being  surprised  that 
this  great  Retrenchment  Government  wos  found 
to  be  hardly  as  economical  as  their  predecessors. 

Mr  Archibald — After  alluding  to  the  haste 
with  which  the  votes  involving  an  expenditure 
of  over  half  a million  of  money  had  passed 
through  committee  of  supply,  sail  he  agreed 


with  the  member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Annand)  that 
after  *11  the  professions  they  had  heard,  the 
country  had  a right  to  expect  retrenchment  at 
'he  hands  of  this  government  The  Financial 
Secret  ry  said  that  they  could  not  retrench, 
without  retrenching  the  revenue — he  was  not 
quite  sure  whether  in  view  of  the  reckless  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  monies  it  would  not  be 
better  even  to  do  that  Take  one  instance.  It 
is  proposed  in  the  estimate  to  give  §16000  to  be 
expended  in  a work,  which  if  you  believe  the 
reports  upon  the  Journals  will  cost  an  enormous 
sum  of  money,  and  when  completed  will  be  of 
no  value.  He  did  not  profess  to  be  the  advocate 
of  the  rights  of  ape  Breton,  but  be  thought 
that  he  could  suggest  a much  better  mode 
of  expending  this  money,  and  be  would 
svbrxiit  a resolution  which  he  had  hastily  pre- 
pared, and  which  he  was  confident  would  com- 
mend itself  to  the  judgment  of  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  House 

The  lion  gentleman  read  his  resolution  as 
follows  : — 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  the  construction  of  a 
Can«l  from  St.  Peter’s  Bay  to  the  Bras  D’Or 
Lake,  has  been  estimated  at  sums  varying  in 
amount  bf  near  £40,000. 

And  whereas,  The  last  Report  on  the  subject 
made  by  Mr.  Laurie,  an  officer  enjoying  the  con- 
fidence of  the  leading  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, represents  the  cost  of  that  work  at  over 
£52  000,  and  gives  great  reason  to  doubt  whe- 
tner  the  work,  if  completed,  would  be  of  auy 
essential  service  to  the  Province 

And  whereas,  The  lead  r of  the  Government 
has  declared  in  his  place  that  the  said  sum  is 
to  be  expended  without  first  deciding  whether 
a canal  or  a tramway  is  to  be  constructed. 

And  whereas,  It  would  be  injudicious  to  ap- 
propriate so  large  a sum  to  this  service  before 
the  materials  are  furnished  to  this  House  to  ena- 
ble them  to  judge  whether  the  work  is  within 
the  means  of  the  Province  and  if  made  would 
be  a service  of  value  to  the  trade  and  industry 
of  the  country. 

And  whereas,  The  expenditure  of  the  sum 
of  §16,000  in  perfecting  the  great  leading  roads 
in  the  Island,  and  facilitating  communication 
between  the  centres  of  industry  in  the  Island 
and  the  capital  of  the  country,  would  be  a boon 
in  all  time  coming  to  the  interest  of  the  Island, 
which  would  result  in  stimulating  its  trade  and 
developing  its  resources,  and  adding  to  its  popu- 
lation. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  sum  of  §16,- 
000  fee  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
to  be  added  to  the  sum  already  devoted  to  that 
service,  in  perfecting  the  leading  highways  of 
th  Island,  in  such  a manner  as  to  carry  out 
objects  of  such  importance  to  the  Island. 

This  resoluti  n did  not  militate  against  the 
interests  of  the  St.  Peter’s  Canal,  and  would  not 
prevent  the  construction  of  that  work,  if  aft&r 
due  investigation  it  was  found  that  it  could  be 
built  within  some  reasonable  amount  and  would 
after  it  was  built,  be  of  the  advantage  to  the 
country  that  its  advocates  claimed  for  it.  The 
' hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  saying  that  he 
would  not  move  the  resolution,  but  would  throw 
out  the  suggestions  it  contained  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Cape  Breton  members. 
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Hon.  Sol.  Genl.  thought  the  member  for 
Halifax  should  be  the  1 st  one  to  complain  of 
the  want  of  retrenchment  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
v rnment.  When  the  late  government  had 
got  the  finances  of  the  country  in  such  a 
condition  that  they  * ad  to  borrow  money 
for  tbe  roads  and  bridges  he  (Mr.  II  ) and 
th  se  who  acted  with  him  called  upon  them 
to  retrench  their  salaries,  not  as  a per- 
manent thing,  but  until  t e revenue  was  in 
such  a position  as  to  pay  off  the  debt  that 
had  been  incurred.  The  Government  however, 
refused  to  retrench,  and  added  two  and  a half 
per  cent,  to  the  ad  valorem  duties,  and  by  this 
means  managed  to  pay  off  the  debt — and  thus 
the  occasion  that  demanded  retrenchment  pass 
ed  away.  The  address  of  the  member  for  East 
Hali  ax  was  abou'  as  inconsistent  as  his  conduct 
had  been  on  this  q estion.  He  does  not  point 
out  anything  in  the  Estimates  that  should  not 
be  there — but  he  complains  that  we  have  not 
provided  for  the  salary  of  the  Governor’s  Private 
Secretary,  and  that  we  have  made  reductions  in 
the  Receiver  General’s  Department  So  that 
hi  reality  his  complaint  is  not  the  want  of  re- 
trenchment, but  that  the  Government  have 
retrenched  too  much.  Again,  he  wants  the 
Government  to  subsidize  a line  of  steamers  to 
Yarmo  th  and  Boston,  and  another  eastward  to 
connect  with  Cape  Breton.  This  line  of  argu- 
ment was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  rather  at  vari- 
ance with  the  call  for  retrenchment.  He  hoped 
that  the  members  for  Cape  Breton  would  not  be 
deceived  by  the  delusive  bait  that  was  held  out 
to  them  by  the  member  for  North  Colchester, 
(Mr.  Archibald  ) If  they  wanted  the  St.  Peter’s 
banal  to  be  finished,  they  had  better  take  the 
•|16,000  this  year  as  an  earnest  of  what  the 
Government  intended  to  do.  As  regards  the 
reference  to  Mr.  Laurie’s  report  upon  the  cost 
of  that  work,  he  would  say  that  anybody  who 
knew  the  cautio  ;3  character  of  the  man,  and  his 
anxiety  to  be  within  the  mark  so  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  be  aisled  as  to  the  expense, 
would  understand  the  reason  why  he  put  per- 
haps a higher  estimate  upon  some  pa'  ts  of  the 
work  than  the  other  engineers  did.  He  was 
inclined  to  think  also  that  Mr.  Laurie’s  report 
referred  to  a deeper,  and  consequently  more 
expensive  kind  of  canal  than  that  contemplated 
by  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  reported  upon 
it  Again,  it  must  be  remembered  that  sin  e 
this  report  was  made,  great  improvements  bad 
been  made  in  the  machinery  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  such  works,  so  that  the  estimate 
then  made,  as  regards  the  cost  of  excavation 
particularly,  would  be  considerably  reduced. 
The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  stating  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  year  by 
year  to  devote  such  sums  to  the  prosecution  of 
this  work  as  the  resources  of  the  Province  would 
warrant  until  it  was  final  y completed. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Colchester  was  somewhat 
tempting  to  the  members  for  Cape  Breton,  as 
they  had  long  felt  the  neglect  with  which  their 
road  and  bridge  service  had  been  treated,  but 
Btiil  it  could  not  divert  them  from  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  great  work  (St.  Peter’s  canal,) 
to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  himself  in  com- 
mon with  others  of  his  party  had  long  sinee 


been  pledged.  He  believed  that  the  prosperity 
of  Cape  Breton  was  intimately  associated  wi  ii 
the  completion  of  tli  s work,  and  he  hoped  .to 
see  the  day  when  vessels  and  steamers  would 
connect  the  waters  of  the  Bras  D’or  with  the 
Atlantic  Ocean. 

Mr.  Tobin  congratulated  the  Financial  Secy, 
upon  th*3  ve  y creditable  account  he  was  enabled 
to  give  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  country. 
As  regards  the  St.  Peter’s  Canal,  1 e repeated 
what  he  had  previously  stated  that  he  did  not 
b elieve  any  sane  man  would  seriously  contem- 
plate the  idea  of  building  a tram  road  across  the 
isthmus.  If  bethought  the  Government  were 
going  t build  an  inclined  plane  or  anything  of 
that  kind,  he  would  not  vote  for  a single  p nny. 
He  was  gratified  to  find  that  the  resources  of 
the  country  were  sufficient  to  provide  for  an  in- 
creased road  grant,  a large  extra  grant  for  educa- 
tion, and  also  for  the  various  special  necessities 
of  each  county.  He  thought  the  Financial  Sec- 
reta  y h d reason  to  congratulate  himself  upon 
being  able  t ■ submit  so  favorable  a statement 
f*nd  he  hoped  he  would  be  equally  fortunate 
next  year. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  they  had  every  reason 
to  fear  from  the  small  amount  voted  for  the  St. 
Peter’s  Canal  that  the  Government  only  in- 
tended to  build  a tramway,  or  a marine  railway. 
If  they  intended  t-o  build  the  Canal,  why  did 
they  not  introduce  a bill  to  provide  for  the 
whole  cost,  as  they  did  in  the  case  of  the  Pictou 
Railway  1 He  was  inclined  to  think  this  work 
would  c sr  much  mere  than  some  anticipated, 
as  he  was  credibly  informed,  that  after  the  exca- 
vations for  the  Canal  were  made,  there  were 
fiats  existing  which  it  would  take  some  .£80,000 
to  cleaa  away.  As  iegards  the  estimates  gene- 
rally he  would  say  th  t while  in  some  particu- 
lars the  distribution  was  pretty  fair,  he  ’hought 
it  might  have  been  more  equitably  divided,  by 
giving  less  to  those  counties  which  were  benefi- 
ted by  the  railway. 

Some  further  debate  ensued. 

(The  Legislativ-  Council  by  message  i form- 
ed the  House  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes  relating  to  the  Cus- 
toms ) 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  if  he  thought  for  a mo 
me  t that  the  Government  did  ! ot  intend  to 
complete  the  Canal,  be  would  vote  for  he  reso- 
lution of  the  member  for  Colchest  r,  but  he  was 
inclined  to  accept  the  pr  position  of  the  govern- 
or nt,  a*  an  earnest  of  their  desire  to  do  justice 
to  Cape  Bret  n. 

Mr  Blancharb  said  that  the  only  objection 
he  had  to  the  grant  was  the  possibility  that  the 
government  o ly  intended  t build  a marine 
slip,  or  something  of  that  kind,  and  he  was  glad 
to  find  the  member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Tob  n)  who 
had  considerable  experience  in  connection  with 
the  Shubenacadie  Canal,  express  his  opinion 
against  such  an  idea,  and  denounce  it  as  worth- 
less. He  was  the  more  gratified  at  this  because 
the  A tty.  Genl.  had  a few  days  ago  seated  that 
the  amount  now  granted  could  be  so  expended 
as  that  the  work  could  be  afterwards  applied 
to  either  object.  He  had  no  wish  to  see  one 
shilling  expended  for  a railway  or  inclined 
plane,  and  would  therefore  suggest  chat  before 
any  of  this  money  be  expended  that  it  be  ascer* 
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tained  whether  it  was  practicable  that  the  work 
could  be  completed  for  any  reasonable  sum. 
He  would  also  recommend  that  when  the  work 
is  undertaken,  instead  of  placing  the  money  in 
the  hands  of  Commissioners,  it  be  entrusted  to 
a competent  engineer  and  thus  save  the  five  per 
cent  commission. 

As  regards  the  subject  of  retrenchment  the 
h’on.  ol.  Gen  had  given  two  reasons  why  it  was 
no  longer  needed.  First  oi  all  he  said  it  was 
proposed  in  1862  and  1863—“  tor  a purpose,  and 
with  an  obiect,”  and  that  the  occasion  had 
passed  away — the  purpose  had  been  accomplish 
ed— the  object  obtained,  and  there  wa3  now  no 
need  for  retrenchment.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  Sol.  Gen.  thus  candidly  admit  the  true  pur- 
pose and  object  of  the  retrenchment  scheme — 
they  on  that  side  of  the  House  knew  it  in  1862 
and  63,  but  the  country  h d heard  it  now,  and 
coming  from  a member  of  the  Government  that 
introduced  it,  the  statement  must  be  received 
without  doubt.  For  the  second  reason  the  hon. 
Sol.  Gen.  said — “ There  is  no  need  of  retrench- 
ment now  ! See  what  a strong  Government  we 
have  ! What  a handsome  team  we  have.  How 
beautifully  they  are  harnessed.  How  nicely  they 
draw  together,  - nd  how  easily  they  are  driven.” 
And  pointing  to  thi3  side  of  the  House,  he  tri- 
umphantly exclaims — “ See  what  a wretched 
Opposition  there  is  against  us  !”  How  easi  y 
can  we  ride  over  and  trample  them  down  now.” 
When  the  retrenchment  scheme  was  introduced 
the  case  was  different,  he  (Mr  B.)  thought  it  re- 
quired no  argument  to  prove  that  the  whole  re- 
trenchment scheme  was  proposed  “ for  a pur- 
pose,” and  “ with  an  object” — and  with  no  in- 
tention of  its  ever  being  carried  out,  and  it  had 
now  been  admitted  that  the  object  having  been 
secured,  it  might  safe  y be  consigned  to  obii- 
sion. 

The  hon  gentleman  then  referred  to  various 
items  in  the  Estimate.  He  observed  with  some 
concern  t at  the  salary  of  the  hon  Sol.  Gen.  had 
been  entirely  omitted.  At  first  he  thought  his 
hon  friend  had  been  patriotic  enough  to  prove 
his  sincerity,  in  the  retrenchment  scheme,  but 
on  reference  to  criminal  prosecutions  he  found 
that  these  had  been  increased  $800,  which  he  as- 
sumed was  now  to  be  substituted  for  the  $500 
formerly  drawn  by  the  Sol.  Gen.,  and  thus  re- 
trench backwards.  Again  here  is  one  clerk  less 
in  the  Prov.  Secretary's  office,  but  when  ex- 
amined it  appears  that  while  there  were  former- 
ly two  at  $450  each,  there  is  now  one  at  $900. 
He  observed  a i increase  in  the  expense  of  the 
revenue  department  of  $1,400 — that  a new  con- 
troller had  been  appointed  at  Harbor  Bouchet, 
and  an  ther  at  Glace  Bay,  and  a protective  offi- 
cer at  Digby.  He  would  like  also  to  know  why 
the  surveyors  of  shipping  in  Queen’s  county  and 
Yarmouth  received  salaries — he  always  under 
stood  they  were  paid  by  fees.  Be  observed  an 
item  of  $60  for  a boatmen  at  Baddeck  ; and 
the  Government  had  left  out  the  grant  for  a 
p icket  between  Pictou  and  Magdalen  Islands, 
which  was  a service  of  great  importance  to  Pic- 
tou.  £100  was  granted  for  a ff  rry  boat  at  Little 
Bras  d’Or ; this  appeared  to  him  a large  item, 
as  the  ferry  was  but  a narrow  one.  In  regard 
to  light  houses,  he  found  that  while  three 
are  to  be  built  in  the  extreme  western  part 


of  the  Province,  no  provision  is  made  for  any 
on  the  Cape  Breten  coast,  or  any  point  east. 
He  would  call  the  particular  attention  of 
'he  Gevernment  to  the  fact  that  from  the  Bird 
Rock  to  C >pe  North  and  thence  rou  d to  Mar- 
garee  Island,  a lor-g  line  of  most  dangerous 
c >a  t,  which  an  immense  number  of  vessels 
were  constan  ly  passing,  there  was  no  light 
hous  . He  was  pleas  d to  s e the  addition  to 
the  amount  payable  to  the  Ferry  at  North  End 
Strait  of  Canso — as  it  was  much  needed. 

The  hon.  member,  in  concludi  g,  again  re- 
ferred 10  the  question  of  retrenchment,  reitera- 
ting  his  assertion  that  the  cry  of  retrenchment, 
though  always  a delusion,  had  answered  the 
purpose  of  its  originators — and  was  therefore 
now  laid  aside — for  a “ more  convenient  oppor- 
tunity.” 

Hon  Fin.  Sec.  explained  that  no  new  officer 
had  been  appointed  at  Harbour  Bouchet,  nor  at 
Glace  Bay;  the  officer  at  Digby  had  been  doing 
dutv  for  several  years,  but  his  name  was  left 
out  of  t»ie  Estimates  cf  last  year;  the  only  new 
officer  appointed  was  at  Apple  River. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  he  noticed  a grant  cf 
$40  or  the  ferry  between  Point  Pleasant  and 
Purcell’s  Cove.  It  had  been  brought  to  his  no* 
tice  by  persons  residing  in  the  neighbourhood 
that  the  service  had  not  been  properly  perform- 
ed, and  he  took  this  opportunity  of  stating  it 
publicly  so  that  those  interested  might  come 
forward  and  substantiate  the  charges  made. 

Mr.  Locke  noticed  o e important  omission 
from  the  Estimates,  and  that  was  in  reference  to 
building  alight  house  at  Little  Hope,  County  of 
Queens.  Me  was  afraid  that  there  was  tilde 
hope  of  his  getting  it,  but  he  thought  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  give  the  promise  of  building  it 
next  year. 

Mr.  Parker  said  there  was  one  class  with- 
out whose  industry  all  the  railroads  and  canals 
would  be  ot  little  value,  and  whose  interests  he 
was  sorry  to  find  the  Financi  I Secretary  had 
little  regarded  He  alluded  to  the  farmers  of 
the  country,  and  he  regretted  that  so  small  a 
sum  as  $5000  had  been  given  to  the  important 
subje  t of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell,  in  answer  to  th  se  who 
f uggested  that  it  was  the  inte  tion  of  the  Govt, 
to  build  a tram  way  instead  of  a canal,  said  that 
he  did  not  believe  they  had  any  such  i ea.  The 
law  on  the  statute  book  contemplated  a canal 
and  not  a.  tram  way,  and  the  grant  now  given 
was  expresed  to  be  “ towards  the  completion 
of  the  Canal.”  He  was  disposed  to  think  it  suf- 
ficient for  .this  year  at  all  events,  and  when  more 
was  required,  he  had  no  doubt  the  Gjvernment 
would  give  it. 

Mr.  Miller  enquired  if  there  was  any  provi- 
sion for  communication  between  Cape  Breton 
and  the  main  land. 

Hon.  Fin.  8ecy.  said  f iat  the  grant  had  been 
increased  by  £59. 

SPEECH  OF  IION.  PROV.  SECRETARY. 

Dr  Tupper  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  to  the  following  effect : I ana  very  much 
obliged,  sir,  to  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness, 
(Mr  Blan  hard),  fo  having  attempted,  though 
very  timidly,  to  ques  ion  the  consistency  of  the 
Government  in  reference  to  the  great  subject  of 
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Retrenchment,  as  it  will  give  me  an  opportunity 
in  the  face  ot  this  Legislature  and  of  this  coun- 
try of  meeting  the  misstatements  upon  the  sub- 
ject which  Lave  been  so  widely  circulat  'd  with 
an  indu  try  worthy  of  a better  caus  \ I think  I 
shall  be  ah  e to  convince  this  House  and  thi3 
country  that  so  far  from  the  position  I occupy, 
or  that  any  member  of  the  Government  occu- 
pies, in  reference  to  this  que  tion  of  retrench- 
ment, being  inconsistent,  we  shall  be  enabled  on 
this  as  on  all  other  subjects,  to  challenge  confi- 
dently  the  confidence  of  the  country  in  conse- 
quence of  the  traightforward  and  honourable 
c ursc  we  have  pursued. 

Now,  it  has  been  said,  and  very  widely  said, 
that  the  scheme  which  was  propounded  by  my- 
self, and  which  obtained  the  support  of  the  oppo- 
sition in  1862,  was  extremely  extravagant — one 
which  was  based  on  an  avowed  attempt  to  com- 
mit a breach  of  faith.  I do  not  intend  to  detain 
this  committee  at  this  fine  hour  with  any  length- 
ened observations,  but  I am  glad  that  I have  an 
opportunity  of  refuting  the  statements  made 
upon  this  question.  As  I said  before,  it  lias 
been  asserted  that  the  proposition  was  a extra- 
vagant one— that  the  proposal  to  alter  the  Civil 
List  was  a breach  ot  faith,  and  that  it  was  made 
in  an  entirely  unqualified  manner.  Now,  I am 
speakin„  in  the  hearing  of  many  members  of 
this  House  who  were  present  on  the  occasion  on 
which  I first  introduced  the  resolution  in  favor 
of  retrenchment;  but  let  me  for  a moment  turn 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  at  the  time  when,  as  a member 
of  this  Legislature,  I felt  it  my  duty  to  sub- 
mit a proposal  for  an  extended  scheme  of 
retrenchment  in  the  public  expenditures.  I 
will  not  take  my  own  figures  because  their  ac- 
curacy may  be  challenge  , but  I will  take  those 
of  the  government  of  the  day  as  they  appear  in 
black  and  white,  as  I shall  be  enabled  to  prove 
to  the  House  that  upon  their  own  statement  at 
the  end  of  the  year — and  that  wi  hout  having 
even  covered  the  expenditure  of  the  year-— they 
were  obliged  to  confess  b deficiency  of  more 
than  £38,000.  Was  that  a condition  of  affairs 
to  alarm  the  country  or  not?  when  you 
found  that  a government  at  he  close  of  the 
year,  instead  of  being  able  to  meet  the  annual 
expenditure  by  the  annual  revenue,  were  obliged 
to  acknowledge  that  they  had  plunged  the  coun- 
try into  debt  without  having  grappled  with  a 
single  service  that  they  were  not  obliged  to  deal 
with — that  without  having  provided  for  anything 
in  the  estimate  th  t the  ordinary  expenditure  of 
the  country  did  not  demand,  without  having  the 
excuse  of  any  great  public  work  being  in  pro- 
gress they  w ere  obliged  to  confess  to  a deficit  of 
over  £38,000  ? I a*k  you  was  not  that  a state  of 
things  that  demanded  from  a public  man  who 
wished  to  preserve  the  public  credit— -who  wish- 
ed to  ma  ntain  die  institutions  of  this  country 
intact — the  most  energetic  efforts  to  bring  the 
expenditure  of  the  country  within  its  revenue? 

Such  was  the  condition  of  things  when  I pro 
pounded  a broad  and  comprehensive  scheme  of 
retrenchment.  I was  not  the  first  to  i troduce 
retrenchment  here.  I have  no  wish  to  do  to  the 
late  Government  the  injustice  of  taking  from 
their  brow  the  laurels  of  having  been  the  first 
to  proclaim  that  system— but  what  was  the  cha- 


racter of  their  system  ? If  was  a system  of  re- 
trenchment that,  whilst  it  lavished  unnecessary 
sums  of  money  upon  the  Government  and  upon 
the  departments  with  which  they  were  more 
immediately  connected,  went  into  a single  de- 
partment of  the  public  service  and  ground 
down  the  poor  man  and  trampled  him  un- 
der their  feet.  They  went  to  public  of- 
ficers that  they  had  themselves  appointed 
and  to  whom  they  gave  the  meagre  salary 
of  £100  a year  for  arduous  services,  and  cut 
them  down  to  fifty  pounds,  and  then  came  be- 
fore this  Legislature  and  demanded  credit  from 
this  House  and  from  the  people  of  this  country 
for  their  tyranny  and  oppression.  This  they 
did,  as  I said  before,  with  ut  curtailing  anything 
that  touch*. d themselves  or  their  own  depart- 
ments ot  ihe  public  ervice — instead  of  introdu- 
cing any  retrenchment  where  the  members  of 
the  Adm  nistration  were  concerned,  it  was  the 
very  reverse  Day  by  day  they  wtre  adding 
to  the  burthens  of  the  public  service.  Is  it 
strange,  then,  that  I denounced  this  state  of  af- 
fairs ? I came  forward  and  said — You  have 
shown  by  your  incapacity  to  meet  the  expendi- 
ture by  the  revenue — ou  have  shown  by  the 
annual  debt  you  have  succeeded  in  fastening 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  people,  that  some 
means  must  be  provided  that  will  preserve 
t e pub  ic  credit.  It  was  true,  they  replied,  that 
in  one  year  the  deficit  of  over  £38,000  had  occur- 
red, hut  it  is  nothing  for  a Government  compo- 
sed o statesmen  of  such  gigantic  proportions  as 
ourselves,  to  deal  with.  Ail  that  was  necessary 
was  to  put  the  screw  upon  the  people — to 
raise  the  ad  valorem  duties  by  2|  per  cent,  would 
give  them  all  the  money  that  was  wanted.  The  1 
idea  of  hav  ng  to  touch  a single  member  of  the 
government  was  perfectly  uncalled  for — altoge- 
ther preposterous.  Now,  I have  told  you  of  the 
tyrannical  system  inaugurated  by  the  late 
Government  of  going  to  public  officers, 
whose  salaries  they  had  them  elves  fixed,  and 
grinding  them  down  to  half  the  am  unt  But 
when  they  went  farther,  and  proposed  to  meet 
the  expenditure  of  the  country  by  increa>ing 
the  t xation  of  the  country,  to  an  amount  un- 
paralleled  in  its  history,  I stepped  forward  as 
an  advocate  of  retrenchment  I did  not  propose  a 
mean,  despicab  e syste  o,  that  trampled  down  t e 
poor  man  whilst  it  left  the  rich  man  untouched.  jj 
I proposed  to  in  reduce  an  even  and  just  sys  era 
of  retrenchment,  by  which  the  public  expendi- 
ture of  the  country  would  be  bro  ght  within  the 
public  revenue.  Now,  what  did  I propose  in  ;j 
respect  to  the  Civil  List  ? Did  I propose  that  . 
the  e ntract  should  be  changed  without  the  per- 
miss  on  of  all  parties  by  whom  it  was  made  — 

No  ! I admitted  to  the  fullest  extent  that  there 
were  three  parties  to  it — the  Province,  the  Bri- 
tish Government,  and  the  Office  holders  who 
drew  the  salaries  under  the  Civil  list,  and  I ho  d 
the  report  of  my  speech  in  the  Morning  Chronicle , 
as  taken  by  my  oppo  ents  at  the  time,  and  from 
which  I am  able  to  s ow  the  House  that  instead 
of  having  brought  in  any  unjustifiable  scheme, 

I based  he  whole  proposition  respecting  the 
Civil  List  upon  the  belief  that  owing  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  country— with  such  a debt  sta 
ring  it  in  the  face,  and  in  view  of  the  proposed 
increase  f taxation  ; the  parties  to  this  contract 
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would  be  willing  to  have  it  changed.  I ana  re- 
joiced that  out  of  the  mouths  of  y opponents  I 
can  refute  the  statement  that  there  whs  anything 
• unjust  in  the  cheme  as  propounded  by  me  I 
stated  that  if  the  parties  to  the  contract  were 
willi  g it  should  be  changed  there  was  no  rea- 
son why  it  should  not  be,  and  that  I felt  it  im- 
possible consistently  with  justice  to  deal  with 
the  inferio  and  subordinate  officers  as  had  been 
done  in  the  case  of  the  railway  department, 
without  at  the  sam^  time  applying  the  general 
rule  to  the  heads  of  Departments. 

I wish  to  turn  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
another  gross  mis-statement  and  that  is,  that 
when  standing  in  opposition  in  this  House  I took 
the  ground  chat  the  public  officers  of  the  coun- 
try were  overpaid — that  the  Attorney  General, 
Provincial  Secretary,  and  the  various  other 
heads  of  departments  received  more  money 
than  they  oughc  to  receive,  and  that  their  sala- 
ries ought  to  be  reduced  I defy  any  man, 
either  in  or  out  of  this  House,  to  produce  a jot 
or  tittle  of  evidence  to  sustain  any  such  charge. 
I have  under  my  hand  this  same  debate  where 
I proposed  that  the  salary  of  my  predecessor 
should  be  lowered  in  common  with  that  of 
others.  Instead  of  basing  it  upon  the  ground 
that  that  officer  was  overpaid,  I made  the  state- 
ment that  I myself  had  held  that  office  for  three 
years,  and  though  'reared  with  habits  of  the 
strictest  economy,  which  I have  continued  to 
practice  through  life,  had  gone  out  of  it  a poorer 
man  than  when  I went  in.  Therefore  I have 
the  evidence  under  my  hand — the  evidence  in 
the  organ  of  my  opponents — that  I never  pro 
pounded  the  doet  me  that  the  public  officers 
were  too  highly  paid,  although  I contended  that 
it  was  tyrannical  aud  unjust  in  the  Government 
to  go  down  among  the  subordinates  and  crush 
them  wliilst  they  refused  to  apply  the  same 
principle  broadiy  and  generally  throughout  the 
public  departments 

It  has  been  said  that  I bound  myself  as  a pub- 
lic man  irretrievably  and  irrevocably  that  if 
ever  I should  obtain  power,  I would  make  these 
reductions  in  the  estimates,  and  that  these  offi- 
cers should  be  cut  down  without  any  reference 
to  any  public  necessity.  A more  unfounded 
statement  was  never  uttered  by  any  man — • 
never  was  sent  broad-cast  over  this  country  by 
the  aid  of  aa  unscrupulous  press.  Here,  too, 
from  the  mouths  of  my  opponents  I am  able  to 
refute  this  statement  The  assertions  I male, 
the  principles  to  which  I bound  myself  are  here, 
given  by  their  own  paid  r porters  and  p inted 
in  their  own  organ.  I hold  that  the  public  man 
who  expresses  one  set  of  principles  when  in  op- 
position, and  another  when  in  the  government, 
is  neither  fit  fdfr  opposition  nor  government ; and 
when  any  gentlem  n opposite,  or  any  person 
here  or  elsewhere,  can  convict  me  of  hav- 
ing pursue^  such  a course,  I am  prepared 
to  meet  that  which  I would  deserve  at  the  hands 
of  this  House  and  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
most  unequivocal  condemnation.  But  n this 

wild  and  extravagant  speech,”  as  it  has  been 
called,  what  do  we  find  1 At  the  time  I brought 
in  this  schem  of  retrenchment,  I pledged  my 
reputation  as  a public  man  that  if  that  scheme 
was  »d opted  and  if  the  exigency  passed  away 
that  demanded  it,  no  one  would  be  more  ready 
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thinjmyselfto  place  these  officers  upon  the  same 
salaries  the  moment  the  financial  condition  of 
the  country  warranted  it.  I will  here  read  from 
the  report  of  my  speech  as  it  appears  in  the  co- 
lumns of  the  M >n,ing  Chronicle  : — “ He  (Dr  T.J 
proposed  a reduction  of  the  salaries  of  almost  all 
the  officials,  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor  down 
to  the  Messengers  of  the  Council,  and  certain 
abolition  of  some  officers,  and  a large  reduction 
of  the  sums  voted  for  Provincial  services.  He 
observed  that  it  was  a most  unpleasant  duty  to 
make  these  proposals,  that  he  would  gladly 
leave  all  the  services  as  they  were  if  our  finan- 
cial position  would  at  all  justify  it.”  And 
again  he  declared. — “If  the  reducrions  proposed 
“ were  made,  nothing  would  afford  the  House 
“ gt  eater  pleasure  than  to  raise  again  he  eala- 
“ ries  ofthose  gentlemen  who  would  be  affected 
“ by  them,  (and  who  he  believed  would  cheerful- 
“ ly  submit  to  the  necessities  of  the  hour,)  as 
“ soon  as  our  finances  warranted  it.” 

Now,  I ask  this  House — I ask  any  intellgent 
man  anywhere,  if  it  would  be  possible  for  a pub- 
lic man  to  state  his  views  and  propound  his 
principle-  more  e plicitly,  or  to  guard  more 
carefully  against  afiy  misconstruction.  Sup- 
pose the  present  government,  under  the  exist- 
fng  condition  of  things,  had  come  into  the 
House  with  a proposal  to  carry  out  the  scheme 
of  retrenchment  which  I introduced  in  1862. 
Suppose  we  had  said,  we  intend  to  cut  down  the 
salaries  of  all  the  public  officers  ; why,  sir,  if 
we  had  done  so,  you  could  challenge  me  with 
insincerity  and  with  dishonesty.  You  would 
have  been  able  to  make  a graver  charge  against 
me,  and  sustain  it  emphatically  by  quoting  my 
own  language  in  this  House 

But  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness  says  it 
must  be  remembered  that  this  proposal  for  re- 
trenchment was  introduced  again  in  1863  when 
the  government  met  the  House  with  a surplus 
revenue  instead  of  a deficit.  If  the  hon  mem- 
ber will  turn  to  that  proposal,  he  wili  find  it 
differs  most  broadly  from  that  of  1862.  He  will 
find  that  whereas  specific  reductions  were  pro- 
posed in  1862  they  were  at  once  abandoned"  in 
the  following  year  when  the  financial  condition 
was  different.  No  such  reduction  was  advocated 
though  we  were  then  on  the  eve  of  a general 
election  ; the  resolution  in  1863  was  a general 
proposal  to  examine  the  estimates  and  see  where 
retrenchment  could  be  introduced  and  made  for 
the  specific  purpose  of  increasing  the  road  and 
school  grants 

Take  my  speech  of  last  session  and  you  will 
find  that  I based  my  want  of  confidence  in  the 
government  estimates  on  the  facts  and  figures 
submitted  by  themselves  which  proved  that 
though  there  had  been  an  increase  of  revenue 
owing  to  the  2£  per  cent.  addition  to  the  ad  va- 
loiern  duties  there  had  been  a falling  off  year  by 
year  whilst  they  had  been  in  power,  in  the  staple 
exports  of  the  country.  Now  what  do  we  find? 
Instead  of  there  being  an  enormous  deficit  in  th© 
exports,  there  ia  an  increase  during  the  past  year 
of  nearly  a million.  Therefore  the  government  is 
not  only  in  a position  to  meet  the  House  with  a 
surplus  revenue  under  a 10  per  cent,  instead  of  a 
12£  per  cent,  duty,  but  with  the  evidence  of  an 
actual  increase  in  the  prosperity  of  the  country  aa 
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exhibited  by  the  exports.  What  did  I propose  in 
1863  ? I proposed  to  see  if  there  were  any  mat- 
ters in  the  estimates  in  which  we  could  economise, 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  amounts  granted 
to  the  two  great  services  of  the  country — the 
roads  and  bridges,  and  the  education  of  the  Pro- 
vince. Now  what  is  our  position  to-day  ? In- 
stead of  coming  before  this  House  with  the  road 
grant  of  last  year  which  itself  was  in  excess  of 
the  previous  year,  we  have  been  able  to  add 
SI  17,220  to  that  important  service — over  $36,- 

000  to  the  Navigation  securities — and  $24,000  so 
the  Education  of  the  country.  In  fact,  we  have 
given  to  these  great  public  services  an  increase  of 
no  less  than  $ 167,000  over  and  above  the  amount 
granted  last  year  ; and  I would  ask  the  House 
where  I would  have  stood  if  with  this  unequivocal 
evidence  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  country 

1 had  undertaken  to  do  that  which  the  kon.  gen- 
tleman opposite  knew  they  had  rendered  impossi- 
ble. For  in  the  hour  of  our  country’s  necessity 
they  took  the  ground  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of. the  Government  in  conjunction  with  the  incum- 
bents of  the  several  departments,  to  change  the 
salaries  on  the  Civil  List,  and  that  to  attempt  to 
lower  those  salaries  would  be  a breach  of  faith. 
Now,  I ask  the  hen  gentlemen  what  they  would 
have  said  to  me  if  I had  taken  the  position  they 
intimate  I should  have  assumed.  They  would 
have  quoted  my  own  declarations,  and  shown  that 
no  confidence  could  be  placed  in  me  as  a public 
man,  becauee  l had  receded  from  the  pledge  l had 
made  in  the  face  of  this  Legislature  and  this  coun- 
try. But  let  me  see  the  position  of  the  country 
at  the  time  I made  the  motion  in  1863.  Every- 
body knew  that  at  the  close  of  the  March  quarter 
the  returns  which  on  motion  had  been  presented 
to  this  House — when  this  subject  was  under  con- 
giderati  n— showed  that  the  Government  had  no- 
thing to  base  their  prospects  of  a large  revenue 
upon, — that  under  a 12|  per  cent,  duty  there  was 
a decrease  of  something  like  $50,000  in  the  first 
quarter  of  last  year.  In  the  first  place,  the  trade 
returns  laid  on  the  table  by  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary proved  that  whilst  they  had  an  increased  re- 
venue from  increased  taxation,  the  staple  exports 
of  the  country  had  largely  decreased  in  eompari- 
eon  with  the  year  before  ; and  secondly,  it  was 
shown  ihat  the  M&rch  quarter  exhibited  a decrease 
of  $50,000  with  12£  per  cent.  duty  less  than  the 
game  period  in  1862,  when  there  was  only  a 10 
per  cent.  duty.  Therefore,  I ask  the  House  if  I 
Was  not  warranted  in  taking  the  position  I did,  in 
moving  a resolution  to  examine  the  estimates  to 
gee  if  any  reduction  could  be  made  in  order  to  in- 
crease the  miserable  pittance  that  was  given  to 
the  road  and  bridge  service,  and  to  the  education 
of  the  country. 

There  were  several  expenditures  in  respect  to 
which  I think  the  late  Government  were  extrava- 
gant. The  light-house  service  was  one  of  these; 
and  looking  at  the  present  estimate  for  this  ser- 
vice, it  will  be  found  that  the  reduction  proposed 
in  1862  is  now  made  I have  already  placed  it 
in  the  power  of  the  Post  Office  Committee  to 
make  considerable  reductions  in  the  expenses  of 
that  department,  though  I cannot  say  as  yet 
•what  they  may  do.  In  times  past  this  committee 
have  taken  it  upon  them  to  deal  with  the  service 
&a  they  have  deemed  best,  and  perhaps  at  times 


their  action  has  not  tended  to  the  most  economi- 
cal resulrg.  1 have,  however,  adopted  means  to 
save  money  where  it  can  be  judiciously  done.  A 
return  which  has  been  prepared  by  the  Post-  • 
master  General  will  place  it  in  the  power  of  the 
committee,  by  a wiee  arrangement  of  the  non- 
paying  post  rides,  to  make  a considerable  saving. 
We  have  effected  a reduction  in  the  case  of  the 
private  secretary  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  The 
leader  of  the  late  Government  himself  showed 
that  this  saving  could  be  effected  without  diffi- 
culty, for  he  addressed  a letter  to  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  in  which  he  declared  that  the  opinion 
generally  prevailed  in  this  House  that  hia  salary 
was  inordinately  high  as  compared  wilh  other 
salaries  in  this  country.  It  gentlemen  will  turn 
their  attention  to  the  estimates  they  will  also  find 
that  the  extravagant  expenditure  in  connection 
with  Government  House  and  the  Provincial  Budd- 
ing is  not  to  be  continued  henceforth.  It  will  be 
seen,  therefore,  that  the  Government  have  given 
the  best  evidence  of  their  desire  to  econom;ze. 

The  action  of  the  late  Government  made  it  im- 
possible that  any  reduction  could  be  made  in  the 
salary  of  my  office,  but  nevertheless  what  change 
hag  been  effected  in  my  department  ? It  will  bo 
found  that  the  telegraph  messages,  which  hitherto 
have  cost  £100  to  the  Province,  are  now  paid  out 
of  my  own  emoluments.  Again,  under  the  late 
Government  a clerk  of  the  Executive  Council  was 
appointed.  It  is  well  known  that  Sir  Rupert 
Gt-orge  was  clerk  of  the  Council  as  well  as  Pro- 
vincial Secretary.  Mr.  Howe  also  held  that  posi- 
tion, but  when  that  hon.  gentleman  wag  burthen- 
ed  with  the  office  of  President  of  the  Council,  the 
Deputy  Secretary  was  appointed  clerk  ot  the 
Executive  Council.  But  whal'd  id  these  gentlemen 
do?  They  actually  took  £50  from  the  public 
revenue  without  consulting  the  House— just  as 
they  did  whenever  it  suited  their  own  convenience 
— and  gave  it  as  salary  for  this  officer;  and  one 
of  our  first  acts  was  to  strike  off  that  additional 
expenditure.  Therefore  in  my  own  depirtmenfc  I 
have  been  able  to  save  the  province  $600  per  aon. 
And  the  same  policy  was  pursued  in  other  de- 
partments. la  the  Receiver  General’s  office  an 
additional  clerk,  without  consulting  the  House, 
was  appointed  after  the  last  House  rose  with  a 
salary  of  £150  a year.  This  expenditure  has  also 
been  saved  by  abolishing  the  office,  and  the 
statement  made  in  another  place  that  this  reduc- 
tion has  caused  a public  loss  because  the  Receiver 
General  has  not  sufficient  time  to  sign  the  Pro- 
vincial notes — is  entirely  inaccurate.  I am  happy 
to  be  able  to  state,  the  dunes  of  the  Receiver  Gen- 
eral’s department,  inclusive  of  the  Savings’  B ink, 
were  never  performed  more  ably  or  better  provid- 
ed for  than  they  are  now,  at  £150  a year  less  cost 
to  the  Province  than  when  the  present  govern- 
ment were  called  upon  to  take  charge  of  the  pub- 
lic service.  Again,  an  additional  clerk  had  been 
appointed  in  the  Financial  Secretary’s  office  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Receiver  General’s  department, 
and  a saving  of  £100  has  here  also  been  effected, 
by  aoolishmg  that  office. 

From  the  time  the  present  Government  took 
charge  of  affairs,  every  public  department  has 
exhibited  a prosperity  and  remunerative  character 
that  it  never  assumed  before.  List  year,  instead 
of  a surplus,  the  late  Financial  Secretary  estima- 
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ted  that  the  reduction  in  the  a'lvaloYem  duties 
from  12.7  to  10  per  cent  would  be  attended  with 
& considerable  loss  to  the  revenue— something  like 
$90,000— and  made  bis  estimate  accordingly. 
And  well  be  might  expect  such  a result  when  he 
went  into  his  office  and  f und  there  was  an  alarm- 
ing and  rapid  decrease  which  amounted  at  the  end 
of  the  first  quarter  to  $50,000.  But  no  sooner 
had  the  Government  changed  hands  than  an  en- 
tirely different  aspect  was  exhibited  in  public 
affairs.  I do  not  say  that  this  arose  from  the 
action  of  the  Government,  though  I would  be 
quite  justified  in  saying  so  after  the  example  set 
us  by  our  predecessors,  who  have  labored  to  prove 
that  the  service  and  everything  else  depends 
upon  the  Government.  Assuming  it  to  be  true, 
what  do  we  find  the  moment  tbrse  gentlemen  va- 
cated office?  Why,  you  see  every  branch  of  in- 
dustry springing  up  into  % condition  of  unp&r- 
elleled  prosperity, — such  a rapid  increase  in  the 
public  revenue  as  to  cover  not  only  the  deficit  of 
$50,000  in  the  first  quarter,  but  also  leave  an 
excess  of  something  like  $100,000  in  the  treasury, 
as  compared  with  the  $12,000  of  the  previous 
ya&r.  Look  at  the  railway  department  and'  you 
find  that  when  the  late  Commissioner,  Mr.  Me 
( ully,  went  out  in  the  third  wetk  of  June,  he  left 
a deficit  in  the  receipts  as  compared  with  1862  ; 
but  the  moment  his  successor  assumed  the  man- 
agement you  find  the  e&mo  prosperity  exhibited 
that  has  occurred  in  the  case  of  tbe  revenue  de- 
partment— making  an  excess  at  the  end  of  the 
year  of  over  $11,000.  Therefore  with  such  evi- 
dences of  the  prosperity  of  the  country  before  us 
— with  tbe  knowledge  that  the  exports  bad  in- 
creased nearly  & million, — with  the  means  of  giv- 
ing a grant  to  the  roads  and  bridges,  and  the- 
education  of  the  country,  such  as  bad  never  before 
been  provided,  — we  would  have  been  warranted 
in  feeling  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  that  we 
should  be  restricted  in  our  expenditure  ; but  not- 
withstanding all  this  prosperity  we  have  endea- 
vored to  economise  wherever  practicable  in  order 
that  we  might  obtain  as  much  money  as  possible 
for  those  great  services  in  which  the  country  at 
large  naturally  takes  so  deep  an  interest. 

(The  hon  gentleman  here  went  on  to  allude  to 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Howe,  in  1862,  came  to  him  and 
asked  him  to  join  bim  in  the  government.  That 
proposal  was  accompanied  by  an  offer  that  he 
might  bring  a fair  proportion  of  his  colleagues 
along  with  him.  He  then  continued  :) 

What  was  tbe  answer?  I said  I had  pledged 
myself  to  a system  of  retrenchment,  and  whilst 
the  country  was  in  the  condition  that  the  revenue 
did  not-  meet  tbe  expenditure,  I could  not  connect 
myself  with  a party  fhat  refused  to  economize, 
and  undertook  to  meet  the  annual  expenditure  by 
largely  increased*  taxation  Here  I gave  some 
evidence  whether  this  was  a mere  ‘‘kite”  to 
amuse  the  people,  or  a principle  propounded,  to 
which  we  had  every  intention  to  adhere.  But 
there  was  another  point  in  which  the  Government 
undertook  to  carry  out  a system  of  retrenchment. 
In  the  county  of  Yarmouth  we  found  an  officer 
receiving  a salary  of  $1000,  two  hundred  dollars 
of  which  had  been  added  by  the  late  Government, 
under  whom  the  deficit  in  the  revenue  had  oc- 
curred. We  believed  that  appropriation  of  mo- 


ney was  not  necessary,  and  undertook  to  reduce 
it,*  together  with  the  salary  of  another  officer 
similarly  situated,  to  $800;  but  what  took  place? 
Every  gentleman  in  tbe  opposition  in  this  House, 
who  had  denounced  retrenchment  at,  the  time  of 
the  country's  greatest  need,  and  who  still  de- 
nounce it,  combined  with  tbe  hon.  member  for 
Yarmouth  (Mr.  Kill&m),  the  hon.  member  for 
South  Kings  (Dr.  Brown),  and  one  orctwo  other 
gentlemen  whom  I assume  to  be  the  greatest 
economists  in  this  House,  and  actually  compelled 
the  Government  to  give  these  parties  one  thousand 
dollars  a year.  This,  too,  in  the  face  of  the  fact 
that  the  collector  at  Yarmouth  received  a coa~ 
siderable  amount  as  collector  of  light  duties. 

The  hon.  gentleman  then  concluded  by  express- 
ing the  gratification  he  felt  at  having  an  oppor- 
tunity afforded  him  of  setting  himself  right  before 
the  House  and  the  country  on  a matter  concern- 
ing which  such  gross  misstatements  had  been, 
published. 

REPLY  OP  MR.  ARCHIBALD. 

Mr.  Archibald  -The  members  of  this 
House  who  have  not  been  so  much  accustomed 
to  these  financial  discussions  would  perhaps 
imagine  that  the  address  which  has  been  deli- 
vered in  such  an  animated  style  puts  the  sub' 
ject  in  the  way  that  it  should  be  placed  before  a 
deliberative  assembly.  They  have  a right  to 
suppose  that  sentences  delivered  in  such  an 
earnest  mariner  are  the  reflections  that  are  sug- 
gested by  the  judgment  of  the  bon.  gentleman, 
and  to  draw  the  conclusions  which  he  wishes 
them  to  dr  ,w,  that  this  Government  has  saved 
a great  amount  and  would  save  a great  deal 
more.  They  have  heard  over  *and  over  again 
the  deplorable  position  in  w hich  this  province 
was  placed  when  the  hon.  gentleman  introduced 
his  celebrated  Retrenchment  scheme,  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1862  It  would  be  as  well  perhaps  for 
the  House  and  country  to  look  calmly  bsck  to 
that  year  and  see  what  was  the  actual  condition 
of  things.  In  point  of  fact  gentlemen  forgot; 
after  a year  or  two  the  real  character  of  events, 
and  it  is  just  as  well,  sometimes,  to  refresh  their 
recollection  The  hon.  gentleman  says  he  was 
obliged  to  the  hon  member  for  Inverness  for  the 
opportunity  afforded  of  delivering  .his  speech. 
Now  I "have  no  doubt  that  that  speech  ha*»  been 
cut  and  dried  for  some  time  past  Did  we  not 
see  the  evidence  of  elaboration  in  every  part  ? 
Did  we  not  see  that  here  was  a bottle  to  be  un- 
corked whenever  the  word  “retrenchment”  w s 
used  ? Well  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness 
has  drawn  the  cork,  and  as  we  have  got  the  con- 
tents, it  may  be  as  well  to  investigate  their  cha- 
racter and  see  whether  they  are  of  that  purity 
which  the  Provincial  Secretary  would  make  us 
believe  they  are 

The  hon  gentleman  says  that  such  was  the 
deplorable  condition  of  things  in  1862  that  we 
had  not  been  able  to  meet  the  expenditure  by 
£38,000,  and  he  came  in  and  propose ! such  a 
scheme  as  would  have  redeemed  us  from  ruin. 
Now  the  hon  member  wisely  forgets  to  go  back 
two  or  three  years  previous  to  1860.  As  I have 
before  proved  in  this  House  during  he  three 
years  he  was  in  the  government,  from  ’57  to  ’60, 
he  drew  from  the  resources  of  this  country — 
from  the  debentures  that  were  sold  across  the 
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water,  the  sum  of  over  £33,000  a year,  and  in 
point  of  fact  when  he  left  office  the  Proviace 
was  over  £100,000  worse  off  than  when  he  went 
into  power.  I ask  him  how  it  was  he  did  not 
then  consider  the  country  in  such  dire  nec  ssity. 
How  was  it  he  did  not  then  consider  it  necessary 
to  br  ng  in  a resolution  of  retrenchment  I ask 
him  it  he  did  not  deem  it  his  duty  to  make  any 
alteration  in  the  public  expenditure  during  the 
three  years  I have  mentioned,  have  we  not  rea- 
son to  doubt  his  sincerity  in  flying  the  kite  he 
did  in  18G2.  In  1861  we  know  the  American 
war  broke  out — that  immediately  ollowing  that 
there  was  a total  cessation  in  the  trade  of  the 
country  ; and  therefore  when  we  met  the  House 
in  '62,  we  were  in  this  condition — that  in  con  e- 
quence  of  the  failure  in  trade  our  revenue  had 
fallen  of  by  $80,000  What  was  the  ground  upon 
which  the  hon  member  came  into  this  House 
with  his  retrenchment  scheme?  He  said  we 
were  marching  headlong  to  ruin,  and  the  only 
way  to  save  us  was  the  adoption  of  his  scheme. 
What  was  our  reply  ? We  said  this  reverse  in 
the  revenue  of  our  country  is  not  a ma  ter  of 
a permane  t and  stable  character,  but  results 
from  the  sudden  change  in  the  principles  of 
trade;  one  o two  years  will  bring  U9  back  to  the 
normal  condition  of  things ; and  then  we  will  be 
in  a position  to  pay*  the  whole  balance  against 
the  cou  try  without  interfering  with  the  ordina 
ry  services.  The  hon.  gentleman  now  talks 
about  his  pledge  having  been  founded  upon  the 
exigencies  of  the  country  ; but  we  said  to  him 
then,  as  now,  don’t  touch  the  public  services 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  a difficulty  which  is 
entirely  temporary.  Therefore  we  cbaracter- 
iz  d his  attempt  as  unjust,  and  said  it  was  pre» 
ferable  to  fix  an  additi  nai  tax  for  the  p esent 
upon  those  articles  which  can  be  most  easily 
touched,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  enabling  us 
to  discharge  our  honourable  obligations  without 
disturbing  a single  public  service.  How.  were 
we  met  ? By  a resolution  by  which  he  attempt- 
ed to  overturn  every  public  service  in  the  coun- 
try. And  what  oceurr  d subsequently  ? Why, 
the  very  next  year  what  we  had  predicted  ac- 
tually happene The  revenue  which  in  1861 
had  only  reached  $660,000  in  a single  year,  ac- 
cording to  our  predictions,  arose  to  over  '$909,- 
000.  But  the  hon.  gemleman  says,  that  is  tru  , 
hut  it  is  owing  to  the  two  and  a-half  per  cent, 
additional  duty  ; hut  the  fact  is,  that  the  whole 
amount  derive  1 from  that  source  only  reached 
to  something  like  $5Q,M)0.  So  the  increase,  in 
reality,  was  due  to  th<rtrade  of  the  country — to 
the  very  circumstances  which  we  had  declared 
would  eventuate.  Accordingly,  without  nterfer- 
ing  with  any  public  service,  we  were  able  to  keep 
the  public  credit  intact,  and  were  put  in  the 
proud  position  of  being  enabled  'to  pay  off  the 
entire  debt  that  we  had  contracted  the  year  be- 
fore. But  the  hon.  gentleman  says  he  guarded 
himself  by  t e admission  that  the  services  were 
notstoo  highly  paid  ; that  it  was  only  in  conse 
quence  of  the  great  public  exigency  that  existed 
that  he  made  the  proposal  at  all ; and  that  when 
this  exigency  passed  away  the  salaries  could  be 
raised.  Taking,  then,  his  own  assertion,  I ask, 
Had  not  the  public  e igeney  passed  away  in 
1883  ? Then  we  had  an  increase  of  revenue, 


not  only  beyond  his  expectations  but  also  beyond 
those  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  constructed 
the  estimate  of  1862.  Why  then  did  not  the 
hon  gentleman  recede  at  once  from  the  position 
he  had  taken  in  1862?  It  is  true  he  did  not 
introduce  a scheme  proposing  the  same  reduc- 
tions. (Dr.  Tupper—  Hear,  hpar.)  But  he  has 
declared  that  his  great  objection  to  assuming 
office  when  offered  to  him  in  ’62  was  that  he 
was  so  committed  to  a system  of  retrenchment 
that  he  cou  d no  consistently  join  any  body  of 
gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  it.  He  declared 
in  1863  : “ I told  Mr.  Howe  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  combine  with  him  after  the 
course  he  had  taken  in  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion of  retrenchment.  ” Therefore  he  has 
declared  in  1863  wh  t he  said  in  1862  his 
reason  why  he  did  not  join  the  Government. 
He  declared  that  the  system  of  retrenchment 
was  a part  of  the  public  policy  to  which  himself 
and  friends  < ere  committed.  I ask  the  mem- 
bers who  have  come  into  this  House  on  the 
cry  of  retrenchment,  if  any  of  them  will 
deny  that  one  of  the  card  nal  principles  on 
which  the  present  Government  came  into  power 
w as  the  introduction  of  large  and  important  al- 
terations in  the  expenditure  of  t e country — 
(several  gentlemen  on  the  Government  side — 
No,  no  !) — Why,  when  I hear  one,  two.  three 
hon,  gentlemen  opposite  thus  exclaiming,  I be- 
gin to  to  S'  ppose  that  I have  been  entirely  mis- 
taken, and  that  what  I know  to  be  the  tact  — that 
three  fourths  of  the  gentlemen  who  support  the 
present  Administration  went  to  the  Hustings  de- 
claring most  solemnly  that  they  would  never 
sustain  a Government  which  did  not  introduce 
retrenchment— -is  a mere  delusion.  But  does 
the  hon  Financial  Secretary  say,  No  ?— do  I 
hear  his  voice  joining  in  accord  with  the  other 
gentlemen  ? 1 do  not  It  is  stated  that  he  de- 

clared on  the  hustings  he  would  never  upport 
any  Government  that  would  pay  more  than 
£500  a-year  to  any  depart  ental  officers  Yet 
we  find  that  same  hon.  gentleman’s  salary  put 
in  the  Estimate  at  £600  year— or  £100  a-year 
more  than  he  said  any  officer  of  the  Government 
s1  ould  take  But  it  is  also  asserted  that  this 
same  gentleman,  not  content  with  £600  a year, 
took  a large  sum  out  f the  treasury  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  travelling  expenses,  before  e was 
actually  a member  of  the  Government.  I men- 
tion this  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  hon  gen- 
tleman an  opportunity  of  admitting  or  contra- 
dicting this  statement. 

Hon,  Pro  Sec  —There  is  not  the  slightest 
foundation  for  it ; it  was  an  entire  fabrication. 
Not  a single  shilling  was  ever  drawn  by  any 
gentleman  for  travelling  expenses  before  he  was 
a member  of  the  g vernment. 

Mr.  Archibald  — I must  say  the  hon.  gentle- 
man ought  to  be  obliged  to  me  for  giving  him 
an  opportunity  of  meeting  this  statement.  But 
wih  the  Financial  - Secretary  say  he  did  not 
draw  any  sum  from  the  treasury  at  the  time  he 
was  appointed  The  hon.  gentleman  will  not 
deny  that  ? Therefore  he  has  r ceived  a sum 
in  addition  to  his  salary — not  content  with  a sum 
greater,  he  thought,  any  member  of  the  govern- 
ment should  t ke,  he  adds  to  that  sum  a 
large  amount  contrary  to  law. 
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Now  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary  has  drawn 
the  moat  glowing  pictures  of  the  present  pros- 
perity of  the  country  ; but  when  he  tells  you  of 
all  he  has  been  able  to  do — of  this  $117,000  extra 
grant  to  roads  and  bridges — of  the  large  sum 
given  to  E ducation,  and  to  navigation  securities, 
— the  thought  come  across  my  mind,  where  did 
he  get  ail  this  money  1 Suppose  a gentleman 
who  is  owner  of  a magnificent  farm,  digs  drains, 
bu>lds  ences,  and  in  fact  does  everything  neces- 
sary to  make  it  perfect,  and  then  all  of  a sud- 
den another  person  gets  possession  an  ' finds  the 
wheat  which  he  stows  away  in  his  granary, 
potatoes  which  he  heaps  up  in  his  cellars,  and 
thtn  turns  round,  with  all  the  pomposity  of  a 
new  man  aDd. exclaim  8,  “ See  what  a noble  pro- 
perty I have  ! ’ Is  not  this  just  what  the  Prov. 
Secretary  is  doing  ? I ask,  who  made  this  no- 
ble property  what  he  found  it  when  he  came  in- 
to possession  ? Has  he  passed  a law  which  has 
altered  a single  item  of  that  tariff'?  Has  he  added 
a line  to  any  stature  to  promo  e the  prosperity  of 
th  * 1 rovince?  Did  the  lion,  gentleman  make  or 
increase  the  exports  ? Is  there  a single  line  on 
the  statute  book  affecting  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  which  owes  its  origin  to  the  hon  gen- 
tleman ? If  there  is  a large  increase  in  the 
revenue — if  this  country  is  prosperous  beyond 
measure,  it  is  not  in  consequence  of  any  legisla- 
tion of  the  gentlemen  opposite  - it  is  not  because 
they  are  in  office,  but  in  spite  of  it.  He 
does  not  expect  you  to  believe  this  prosperity  is 
due  to  him.  Such  an  assertion  might  do  for  a 
stump  orator  ; but  he  ought  to  know  that  you, 
gentlemen,  are  too  well  informed  to  be  deceived 
by  any  such  absurdities. 

But  the  hon  gentleman  makes  a great  parade 
about  the  profession  of  Efferent,  sentiments  in 
opposition  and  in  government.  .Well,  I think  I 
must  turn  over  the  Provincial  Secretary  to  the 
Financial  Secreta'y,  and  let  them  sett  e the 
question  between  themselves.  If  the  Prov. 
Sec’y  is  right,  the  Fin’l.  Sec’y.  Is  wrong  If 
the  Prov.  Sec’v.  has  left  a loop-hole  for  himself, 
what  has  the  Fin’l  Sec’y  to  do,  who  has  none. 

But,  says  the  hon  gen  lernen,  see  what  we 
have  done  in  effi  e.  I listened  with  the  most 
anxiou-  desire  to  see  where  this  retrenchment 
ex  sts  ; I thought  we  would  find  that  a large 
sum  had  been  saved  somehow  in  the  public 
services  to  the  coffers  of  the  co  ntry  ; but  what 
is  the  fact  ? The  hon.  gentleman  who,  in  1862, 
showtd  the  House  that  the  sum  of  eighty 
* thousand  dollars  could  be  saved,  now  comes 
forward  and  saa  s : “ See  what  I have  done  ; I 
have  struck  off  £100  for  telegraph  messages  : 
£50  for  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  th  Executive 
Council,  and  thereby  have  saved  the  enormous 
sum  f six  hundred  dollars  in  my  own 
offic  .”  Well,  this  is  the  smallest  mouse  that 
ever  came  out  of  a mountain  But  he  has  saved 
£150  in  the  Beceiver  General’s  office,  and  £100 
in  that  of  the  Financial  Secretary.  Well,  I 
think  when  the  hon.  gentleman  displayed  so 
much  eloquence  concerning  the  subordinat  s 
who  were  so  “ ty  annically  crushed  own”  in 
the  railway  department,  he  actually  forgot  that 
he  was  using  arguments  which  could  be  direc- 
ted against  the  course  of  himself  and  colleagues. 
But  he  was  out  of  the  Government  then — he  is  in 
it  now. 


The  hon  gentleman  says  that  the  course  they 
have  pursued  in  this  matter  is  the  only  one  that 
as  honourable  men  they  could  pursue.  Now  I 
see  an  hon.  gentleman  sitting  opposite  who  en- 
tertains strong  i$eas  on  this  subject,  and  if  I am 
not  misinformed  be  inveighed  in  the  strongest 
terms  against  the  late  government  for  keeping 
up  extravagant  salaries,  and  assured  his  consti- 
t rents,  the  constituents  ot  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, if  they  would  only  return  the  three  oi  posi- 
tion candidates  they  would  soon  find  a vast 
change  in  the  public  expenditure  of  the  country. 
I would  respect  the  man  who  would  regard  the 
pledges  given  by  those  who  believed  in  his  sin- 
cerity, who  advocated  his  principles — who  com- 
mitted themselves  to  the  doctrines  that  he  pro- 
pounded, in  the  belief  that  he  was  in  earnest. 
He  outrages  decency  when  he  places  them  in 
the  position  of  being  obliged  on  the  floors  of  this 
House  humbly  to  eat  the  words  they  have  utter- 
ed when  seeking  the  confidence  of  their  consti- 
tuents. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber’s observations  in  reference  to  the  financial 
state  of  affairs  from  1857  to  1860  were  easily 
disposed  of  by  a few  facts.  The  House  was  per- 
fectly well  aware  that  the  Government  charged 
with  the  construction  of  important  public  works 
was  in  a very  different  position  from  one  that 
had  charge  of  public  affairs,  when  such  works 
were  finished.  Up  to  1880  our  whole  railway 
system  was  in  an  entirely  different  condi- 
tion. In  1857.  only  nine  miles  were  in  operation, 
but  i 1880  the  whole  work  was  efficiently  orga- 
nized. Again,  the  Government  of  the  day  wag 
engage  ' in  building  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and 
had  other  important  public  services  dependent 
upon  them,  which  placed  them  in  a most  trying 
position.  Dr  Tupper  also  made  some  explana- 
tion in  reference  to  the  matter  of  the  travelling 
fees  allowed  to  by  Mr.  Archibald.  He  said  it  was 
a perfect  delusion  for  any  one  to  assume  that 
any  gentleman  had  put  his  band  into  the  trea- 
su  y for  travelling  expenses,  when  he  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Administration.  The  only  thing 
that  had  o curred  that  could  give  rise  to  such  a 
report  was  the  fact  that  the  Financial  Secretary, 
under  the  information  that  it  was  customary, 
drew  his  travelling  expenses  for  his  return  to 
Arichat  when  a member  of  the  Government 
and  after  having  been  for  some  time  occupied 
with  the  duties  of  Goyernment,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  travelling  expenses  of  members  of 
the  Government  who  do  not  reside  in  the  city  ; 
but  the  moment  he  ascer'ain  d th  t was  not  the 
pr  ctioe,  he  refunded  the  money.  There  was 
nothing  whatever  in  'he  Estirn  tes  to  guide  the 
Financial  Secretary,  who  was  new  to  the  De- 
partment, as  the  appropriation  was  made  uncon- 
ditionally for  the  travelling  expen  res  of  mem- 
bers of  the  government  residing  in  the  country. 
He  repeated  again  that  the  statement  thac  a sin- 
gle dollar  was  ever  drawn  from  the  treasury  for 
the  travelling  expenses  of  any  member  of  the 
government  in  coming  to  Halifax  , before  the 
government  was  formed  is  entirely  at  variance 
with  the  fact. 

(Some  brief  discussion  then  ensued  between 
Mr.  Archibald,  the  Provincial  Secretary,  and 
the  Attorney-General,  on  a f w points  alluded 
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to  in  the  speeches  ot  the  two  former  gentlemen, 
which  are  given  above  in  extenso  ) 

Hon.  Mr.  Levesconte — I consider  it  to  be  my 
dutv  to  answer  the  very  pointed  attack  made 
upon  me  by  the  hon  and  learn**]  leader  of  the 
Opposition  in  the  course  of  the  remarks  he  has 
made  during  the  pres-  nt  debate  He  says  that 
I canvassed  he  county  of  Kicbmond  in  favor  of 
the  Retrenchment  scheme.  I have  a! wavs  said 
that  I was  in  favor  of  a scheme  which  commenced 
at  the  top  of  the  ladder  and  ended  at  the  lo  west. 
But  when  I came  into  the  Government  I tound 
that  the  hon  gen  leman  and  his  colleagues  had 
obtained  a despatch  fr;  rn  the  Duke  of  Newcas- 
tle which  rendered  entirely  nugatory  any  at- 
tempt on  our  part  to  work  out  this  scheme. 
This,  therefore,  I consider  a sufficient  answer  t » 
any  charge  that  is  brought  against  me  on  this 
point.  It  is  impossible  to  reduce  one  or  two 
gentlemen,  heads  of  departments,  whilst  you 
leave  the  Provincial  Secretary,  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, and.  Lieutenant  Governor  untouched ; to 
deal  with  these  latter,  as  I have  already  stared, 
is  impossible  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  our 
predecessors  in  the  Government. 

But  there  has  been  another  question  which 
has  been  alluded  to  bv  the  ame  hon.  gentle- 
tlemen.  He  has  told  you  that  he  is  glad  that 
the  explanation  have  been  made  in  the  matter, 
in  reference  to  myself  and  that  I was  compel- 
1 d to  disgorge  money  which  he  in  some 
measure  hinted  had  been  dishonestly  appropria- 
ted. 

Mr  Archibald  said  that  he  never  made 
such  a remark,  but  if  he  did,  he  would  at  once 
withdraw  it.  as  at  variance  with  thi  course  he 
had  marked  out  for  himself,  in  all  public  discus- 
sions in  this  House 

Hon.  Mr  LeVesconte. — -I  have  been  at- 
tacked fiercely,  and  most  unjustly,  in  the  Press 
in  reference  to  this  and  other  matters  Still  I 
have  never  th  tight  it  necessary  to  et  up  and 
make  an  an  wer  to  these  newspaper  attacks. 
But  there  is  one  po nt  to  wh  eh  I think  it  my 
duty  to  refer.  It  has  been  said  through  the 
length  and  breath  of  this  land  that  at  the  ime 
the  lion  Joseph  Howe  was  exciting  a crusade 
against  the  Catholics.  I wrote  him  asking  him 
to  continue  it.  I now  call  upon  Mr.  Howe’s 
friends  to  produce  that  letter,  and  if  there  is  a 
single  line  in  it  which  bears  the  name  of  “ Ca- 
tholic, ” or  “ Protestant,”  I am  willing  to  pass 
for  a liar. 

Wednesday,  March  23. 

The  House  met  at  eleve  . 

Mr  Jost  presented  a petition  from  the  inha 
bitants  of  Mahone  Bay  in  respect  to  Dalhousie 
Coliege. 

Tiie  House  then  went  i to  Committee  on 
Bills  and  passed  a large  number  of  chapters  in 
the  Revised  Statutes. 

Eon  Pro.  Sec  presented  a petition  from 
George  Thompson  and  others  of  Little  River, 
County  of  Cumberland  on  the  subject  of  Dal- 
housie College. 

Mr  Bourinot  presented  a petition  from  Sa- 
rah Gesmr  of  ('ape  Breton,  an  aged  teacher, 
asking  for  a free  grant  ol  land. 

The  Find  Sec’y  gave  notice  that  he  would 
on  the  following  day  move  the  House  into  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 


Mr  Blanchard  asked  the  government  for  a 
return  of  the  salaries  of  the  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Railways,  and  of  all  subordinate  officers  on 
the  line 

Mr,  Tobin  by  special  leave  introduced  a bill 
to  incorporate  the  Sisters  ot  Charity,  so  as  tj 
enable  them  to  invest  their  funds  for  charitable 
purposes.  He  also  presented  a petition  from 
Saeltville,  county  of  Halifax,  on  the  subject  of 
Dalhousie  College. 

Mr  Pryor,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
City  Bills,  reported  favo  ably  of  a Bill  to  autho- 
rize the  funding  of  certain  monies  due  by  the 
City  of  Halifax* 

THE  DALHOUSIE  COLLEGE  QUESTION. 

Ho  c Prov  Sec  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed with  i lie  order  of  the  day— viz  : the  consi- 
deration of  the  petitions  presented  on  the  sub- 
ject ot  Dalhousie  College  A call  of  the  House 
was  had 

Mr  Longley  said  he  regretted  that  there 
were  not  more  members  present  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  discussion,  not  because  any- 
thing that  he  might  say  would  enlighten  them, 
but  because  it  was  a question  deserving  the 
eaim  and  attentive  consideration  of  the  House. 
He  need  not  refer  to  the  numb  r of  petiti  ns  on 
the  table  of  the  House  as  an  indication  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  on  this  question,  for 
there  was  enough  in  the  circumstances  which 
surrounch  d r he  subject  to  excite  attention.  And 
it  would  inde  d have  been  a matter  of  surprise 
if  popular  feeling  had  not  beeD  excited  In  deal- 
ing with  this  ques  ion,  he  would  endeavour  to 
treat  it  as  calmly  and  dispassionately  as  possible, 
bm  it  was  almost  impossible  in  speaking  of  a sub- 
ject, involving  important  interests,  to  do  so  with- 
out rendering  himself  ame  able  to  the  venemous 
shaf's  of  some  one  or  other  of  the  newspaper 
scribblers  who  take  an  interest  in  this  subject. 

He  regretted  extremely  that  it  was  necessary 
so  soon  to  disturb  the  legislation  of  last  year, 
and  he  felt  to  a Certain  extent  impl  cated  in  the 
charge  of  having  allowed  that  iil  advised  mea- 
sure by  which  a gross  injustice  had  been  perpe- 
trated upon  the  whole  people,  for  the  purpose  of 
furthering  the  interests  ofa  single  denomination 
— to  pass  so  quietly.  By  what  mode  this  was 
done  he  could  not  say — or  by  what  mea  s the 
then  Prov  Se  . (Mr.  Howe)  managed  to  come 
it  over  h s friend  the  present  Prov  Sec  , who 
was  generally  supposed  to  be  pretty  cute  in  such 
matters,  passed  his  comprehension. 

In  considering  this  question  e would  find  it 
necessary  to  refer  to  facts  and  figures  although 
he  felt  a reluctance  in  doing  so,  in  the  presence 1 
of  those  who  were  better  informed  on  that 
point  than  he  was  himself ; but  still  he  consider- 
ed it  his  du»y  to  do  so  inasmuch  as  hat  he  said 
would  not  be  confined  within  the  walls  of  the 
Legislature,  but  would  have  a w der  circulation 
and  might  be  the  means  of  conveying  informa- 
tion to  tho  e who  had  not  any  other  opportuni- 
ty of  obtaining  it. 

Tftere  were  many  reason ■■  to  deter  one  from  en- 
tering upon  a discussion,  such  as  this,  and  al- 
though he  was  conscious  that  it  was  no  pleasant 
task  that  he  was  undertaking,  yet  still  he  felt 
that  in  the  performance  of  a public  duty  ! e 
should  not  be  influenced  by  considerations  such 
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as  these  ; and  he  was  also  convinced  that  the 
longer  this  question  remained  unsettled,  the 
greater  would  be  he  agitation  of  the  public 
inind,  and  the  feeling  that  was  now  evinced, 
great  as  it  was,  would  be  increased  ten  fold  by 
delay. 

He  would  be  able  to  shew  before  he  had  fi 
nished,  that  Daihousie  College  while  it  professed 
to  be  a provincial  University  open  to  all,  and 
while  it  emoytd  a revenue  derived  from  the  re- 
sources of  the  whole  people — practically  was  an 
Institution  for  the  benefit  of  one  sect,  and  that 
from  the  very  circumstances  of  the  case,  other 
denominations  were  shut  out  from  participating 
in  its  advantages. 

He  wo  Id  glance  for  a moment  at  the  past 
history  ot  Daihousie  College,  and  endeavour  to 
give  a brief  sketch  of  its  antecedents,  alt  hough 
there  had  always  been  a vagueness  about  it, 
which  would  render  this  by  no  means  an  easy 
task. 

In  the  first  place,  it  was  well  known  that  the 
sum  of  £9  750,  called  the  Castine  fund,  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Daihousie,  to 
found  a Provincial  University,  to  be  open  to  all 
classes  and  cr?  eds.  The  sum  of  £4,750  of  this 
money  was  expended  ia  commencing  and 
carrying  on  to  a certain  extent  the  building 
now  called  Daihousie  College.  The  remain  er, 
in  conjunction  with  the  sum  of  £2000,  granted 
by  the  Legislature,  was  invested  in  the  three 
per  cents,  in  England,  with  which  was  purchas- 
ed stock  to  the  amount  or  £8,200,  which  yielded 
an  annual  return  of  £810.  Shortly  after  the 
£2000  was  granted  an  additional  £1000  was  ad- 
ded by  the  Legislature — and  after  a while  a fur- 
ther demand  was  made  upon  the  treasury  and 
£5000  was  loaned — making  in  all  the  sum  of 
£8000  which  Daihousie  College  has  received 
from  the  Provincial  fund.  So  that  at  the  present 
time  the  annual  in  ome  which  that  Insiitution 
derives  from  funds  invested  amounts  to  £920. 
Tnus  it  would  be  seen  that  the  hand-tome  am.ua! 
income  of  over  £900  was  devoted  to  the  educa- 
• tion  purpose  of  a single  denomination  which  did 
not  i. umber  one  fourth  of  the  population  of  the 
Province. 

It  will  be  said,  that  it  is  optional  for  any  de- 
nomination that  chooses  to  raise  £300  a year, 
to  have  a chair  in  the  Institution,  and  thus  par 
ticipat  m its  advantages.  But  how  could  it  be 
expected  that  the  other  denominations  who  had 
Educational  Institutions  of  tneir  own,  would 
suffer  them  to  lafguis  an  decay,  fo  the  sake 
of  a chair  in  Daihousie  'i — was  it  not  manifest 
that  in  propordon  to  the  interest  which  they 
would  take  in  Daihousie  would  their  own  col- 
leges aufLr'?  He  would  take  occasion  to  notice 
in  this  connection  some  very  unhandsome  allu- 
sions in  ce  tain  newspapers  engaged  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  <o  the  denominational 
Colleges  of  Acadia  and  King3.  He  would  ad 
vise  the  conductors  of  a certain  newspaper  pub- 
lished in  this  city,  to  be  more  guarded  in  their 
language,  and  not  charge  upon  others  grave 
offences  from  which  they  were  not  altogether 
free  themselves.  It  did  not  lie  in  the  motuh  of 
these  champions  of  Daihousie  to  sp  ak  in  the 
disparaging  terms  they  did  of  other  Institutions 
because  they  re  eived  provinci  1 aid.  It  was 
very  easy  to  retaliate  and  ask  what  wo  dd  have 


become  of  Daihousie  if  it  had  not  been  fed  upon 
government  pap  to  the  tune  of  £8  000 — and 
even  with  this  assistance  it  had  maintained  but 
a feeble  existence,  and  for  a la-ge  portion  of  the 
time  languished  in  a state  of  apathy,  un  il  the 
wh  els  were  set  agoing  with  government  oil 

In  order  to  show  that  lie  was  correct  as  to  the 
statement  he  had  made  of  the  revenues  of  Dal 
housbphe  would  present  to  the  House  the  returns- 
asked  for  by  him  a few  days  since,  and  he  re 
grated  that  two  or  three  important  cquiries 
had  not  been  answered  at  all  The  question  as 
to  the  religious  belief  of  the  students,  the  prin- 
cipal decli  ed  to  answer.  He  may  have  a right 
to  do  his,  but  it  w old  have  looked  better  not 
to  have  done  so  It  was  desirable  to  know  whe- 
ther any  students  of  any  other  denominations 
than  the  Presbyterian  participated  in  the  advun- 
tages—not  that  he  wished  to  convey  the  idea, 
the  Professors  wished  to  make  it  exclusively 
Presbyterian,  for  on  the  contrary  e had  no 
doubt  oat  they  would  be  glad  to  see  students  of 
other  denominations  enjoying  its  advantages. 
This  question  would  assume  a different  aspect 
if  th  , denominational  question  had  not  been 
fought  out  and  settled  twenty  y ars  ags  ; 
and  settled  at  last  with  the  concurrence  of 
those  who  had  from  the  first  most  strenuously 
op  osed  it  For  he  Hon  Mr  Howe  himself, 
who  was  its  most  bitter  opponen  , when  the  tub- 
ject  was  sought  to  be  revived,  refused  to  allow 
it,  as  he  had  said  the  subject  had  been  definitely 
settled,  and  it  would  be  ereat  injustice  to  those 
interested  in  t to  revive  it  again  It  would  not 
be  improper  for  a moment  to  advert  to  the  posi- 
tion of  parties  previous  to  any  conference  being 
held  with  the  Governors  of  D.duousie,  and  ia 
doing  so,  he  was  not  going  to  fid  fault  with  the 
Presby terians,  for  being  aa  ious  to  combine 
their  different  sects  into  one,  if  they  thought 
thev  could  thus  better  advance  their  education- 
al interests.  It  seemed  to  him,  ho  ever,  that 
this  combination  forshadowed  what  had  since 
taken  place. 

The  combina'ion  which  took  place  between 
the  Free  Church  and  the  other  Presbyterian  bo- 
dies involved  the  relinquishment  of  £500  stg, 
received  from  various  ources,  and  thus  a more 
■ rgent  m-cess  ty  was  created  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency from  the  resources  of  Daihousie.  S on 
after  this  combination  was  effe  t d,  a proposal 
was  made  in  the  Presbyterian  assembly  to  coo* 
fer  by  a Committee  with  the  Governors  of  Dai- 
housie College  in  order  to  get  possession  of  its 
funds  ! o the  honour  of  some  of  those  present, 
let  it  be  said-that  there  was  a respectable  minori- 
ty who  opposed  it,  but  the  motion  was  carried, 
41  to  17 

We  cannot,  continued  Mr  Longl  y,  of  course 
pretend  to  much  acquaintance  with  Presbyterian 
Synods,  but  we  find  in  tue  August  number  of  the 
Home  and  Foreign  Record  of  the  Presbi  terian 
Church  of  the  Lower  Provinces  a report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  that  Church  held 
at  New  Glasgow  on  the  25th  and  following  days 
to  July  2ud,  i862,  some  interesting  particulars 
bearing  upon  this  subject. 

It  appears  by  this  report  that  a committee 
was  appointed  by  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  Synod 
then  sitting  in  their  own  church  at  the  earn© 
place  who  addressed  a letter  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
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Synod  of  he  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  Lower 
Provinces  “ expressing  their  readiness  to  con- 
ftr  with  any  committee  w ich  th  s Synod  might 
appoint  on  the  subject  of  Collegiate  Educa- 
tion in  the  Province,  and  suggesting  a suitable 
time  and  place.  A Commitee  was  appointed  to 
hold  the  said  conlerence  and  they  subsequently 
reported  that  the  two  committees  bad  met  and 
on  the  subject  of  a Provincial  University,  were 
agreed  as  respect  the  object  contemplated,  and 
in  recommending  to  their  respective  syuods^to 
co-operate  in  efforts  to  secure  the  same 

It  fu  ther  appeared  that  the  other  Synod  had 
empowered  their  committee  to  act  iu  concert 
with  any  one  which  this  vSynod  might  see  fit  to 
appoint  to  act  in  the  matter  after  the  Synod  shall 
have  adjourned.  A committee  was  then  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  the  Rev.  Professors  King 
and  Ross,  ani  Rev.  Messrs.  McCudoch,  McGre- 
gor, Patterson,  and  Mr.  C Robson  to  confer 
with  the  Governors  of  Dalhousie  College;  Rev. 
P G.  MacGregor,  convenor.  The  report  of  the 
Board  of  Superintendence  over  tlieir  E ducation- 
al Institutions,  given  in  at  a previous  sitting,  re- 
commended “ the  appointment  of  a synodical 
committee  to  consider  the  question  of  the  con- 
solidation of  our  i ducatioiial  establishments  in 
one  locality  and  under  one  roof.”  At  a subse- 
quent synod  the  said  committee  brought  in  a 
repoit, — I will  not  read  the  whole  of  this  report, 
but  merely  refer  to  one  clause,  which  reads  as 
follows  : — That  a committee  be  appointed  £o 
confer  with  the  Governors  of  “ Dalhousie  Col 
lege,”  as  soon  after  the  rising  of  the  Synod  as 
possible,  and  in  concert  with  any  similar  c Ea- 
rn it  tee  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  other  Pres- 
byter an  Synod,  to  ascertain  whether  au  arrange- 
ment could  be  effected,  by  which  the  branches 
now  taught  in  the  Synod  Institution  at  Truro, 
might  be  obtained  either  in  whole  or  in  part  at 
Dalhousie. 

At  this  time,  as  sppe  rs  by  an  abstract  of  ac- 
count furnished  by  the  Educational  Board,  the 
expenditures  of  the  Synod  on  behalf  of  Educa- 
tion during  the  vear  were  in  excess  of  receipts 
by  the  sum  of  £1207  16s.  9d  It  would  appear 
from  correspondence  referred  to,  that  the  grant 
of  £500  stg.,  hitherto  eceived  in  aid  of  minist  • 
rial  education  by  the  Eree  Church  College  in 
Nova  Scotia  from  the  Free  Church  in  Scotland, 
had  been,  or  was  about  being  withdrawn,  aod 
that  the  united  body  recently  formed  would 
have  to  rely  upon  their  own  resources.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  the  Governors  of  Dalhou- 
sie were  at  this  time  all  Presbyterians,  or  those 
entirely  in  their  interests,  being  composed  of  the 
following  gentlemen : — 

Hon.  William  Young,  Chief  Justice,  Hon. 
Joseph  Howe,  James  T.  Averv,  M.  D , and 
Andrew  McKiniay,  Esqrs.,  with  Jame3  Thomp- 
son. Esq.,  Secretary. 

Now,  I ask  the  House  what  was  likely  to  be 
the  character  of  negotiations  carried  on  between 
the  joint  committees  ot  two  branches  o Presby- 
terian^, and  a board  of  Governors  thus  consti- 
tuted It  ne  d no  longer  be  a matter  of  surprise 
t^at  the  interests  of  other  denomi  ations  were 
left  out  of  the  question,  and  it  is  easy  to  see 
how  peculiarly  auspicious  was  the  occasion  for 
the  promotion  of  Presbyterian  purposes.  The 
great  question  before  the  Synod  of  1861,  says  a 


writer  in  the  “ Monthlv  Rec  rd,”  the  organ  of 
the  two  principal  Presbyterian  bodies  in  this 
Province,  was  “ U ion.”  This  year,  (1862)  the 
most  absorbing  topic  was  “ Dalhousie  College.” 
Thus  we  see  that  intimations  previously  made 
that  then-  was  some  connect  jo  between,*  Union” 
and  “ Dalhousie  ” were  not  without  foundation. 

In  the  same  article,  the  writer  above  referred 
to  uses  the  following  language  : — 

Our  “ Young  Men’s  Scheme”  affords  us  an 
insufficient  and  uncertain  supply  of  ministers; 
and  not  only  so,  but  it  leaves  uncared  for  the 
great  mass  f our  intelligent  young  men  who 
are  iu  consequence  obliged  to  obtain  their  higher 
educat  on  at  the  school  of  one  of  the  other  more 
enterprising  sects. 

This  needs  no  comment  from  me,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, as  it  ( leariy  indicates  the  circu  stances  of 
the  denomination  for  whose  especia  benefit 
Dalhousie  has  been  resus<  Rated  It  may  not 
be  out  of  place  here  to  give  he  fina  cial  return 
of  Dalhousie  from  under  the  hands  of  the  iSeore- 
t ry  of  that  Institution. 

Personal  and  Real  Estate — Provincial 

Debentures,  $41  500 

Mortgages  on  Real  Estate  at  6 ^ ct.  3 000 
Deposit  Receipts  at  3 cent.  7 090 


$51  590 

Rents — interest  and  dividends  Rent,  800 
Interest  on  investments  at  6 ^ cent.  2 670 
Deposit  Receipts,  212  70 

$3  682  70 

I need  not  say,  sir,  how  convenient  this  snug 
income  *ru  t be  to  the  friends  of  Dalhousie  ; 
but  it  forms  a striking  contrast  o the  position 
occupied  by  other  educational  institutions  in 
this  country  But  it  has  been  said  that  a chair 
has  been  offered  to  a Baptist  and  to  a Episco- 
palian, and  declined.  It  is  said,  too,  that  all  the 
Professors  are  not  n w or  hereafter  to  be  Pres- 
byterians. Granted;  but  what  then  ? let  he 
friends  of  Dalhousie  shew  that  either  the  Metho- 
dists,  Baptists,  Episcopalians  or  .Roman  Catho- 
lics are  likely  now  or  h real  ter  to  take  any  inter- 
est in  this  Iostitution.and  then  th  re  will  be  some 
grounds  for  calling  it  a Provincial  University 
instead  of  a P esbyterian  College,  as  ail  kno  w it 
is  and  must  be.  At  the  Presbyterian  Synod 
held  in  Charlottetown  in  June  last,  the  Rev. 
George  ; hristie  moved  a resolution  to  the  effect 
that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  accept  th< 
terms  proposed  till  other  de  ominations  would 
also  accept  them.  His  motion  wa«  seconded  by 
Rev  Isaac  Murray,  and  ably  supported  by  Rev. 
VV.  McCulloch,  John  McCurdy,  J S Murdoch, 
J.  Thompson,  J.  McGregor  McKay.  This  reso* 
lutio  >,  on  division,  was  lost.  40  to  17  This  re- 
solution indicated  a spirit  of  fairness  that  it  is 
to  be  regretted  was  not  acted  upon. 

Mr  Long  let  went  on  to  say  that  in  the  set- 
tlement of  this  matter  it  was  not  considered  ne- 
cessary to  consult  any  other  denomination  at  all, 
and  this  was  the  great  fault  he  had  o find  with 
the  arrangements  that  had  been  made  The 
interest  of  the  city  of  Halifax  was  also  thrown 
into  the  scale  in  favor  of  the  proposal  made,  and 
many  whose  individual  opinions  were  against 
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the  s ' heme  would  not  take  any  decided  stand 
on  that  account. 

It  would  not  he  necessary  for  him  to  enlarge 
upon  the  objections  which  existed  against  a me- 
tropolitan university  of  any  l- inch  It  was  pretty 
generally  admitted  on  all  sides  that  a collegiate 
institution  situated  in  the  rural  districts  was  bet- 
ter adapted  for  the  purpose  than  one  so  situated 
as  to  bring  the  students  who  resort  to  it  within 
the  emptalions  of  city  life. 

He  had  seen  it  stated  that  the  Presbyterians 
had  made  great  sacrifices  in  leaving  Truro — that 
the  .$1000  they  had  been  receiving  for  years  past 
had  been  lost  to  them.  He  found,  however,  on 
looking  over  the  Estimates,  that  the  $1000  re- 
ferred io  had  been  secured  to  Balhousie,  so  that 
they  had  lost  nothing  in  that  respect. 

It  had  also  been  used  as  an  argument  that  the 
Presbyterians  had  never  made  great  demands 
upon  the  provincial  funds  for  educational  purpo- 
ses, and  therefore  they  were  entitled  to  some 
favor.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  denomination; 
except  the  Church  of  Em  land,  which  was  pecu 
iiarly  situated  for  some  time, — ever  made  any 
demands  for  provincial  aid  until  their  institu- 
tions were  in  such  a state  of  efficiency  as  to 
warrant  them  in  doing  so.  If  the  Presbyterians 
had  pursued  the  same  course  as  the  other  deno- 
minations, he  presumed  they  would  haye  recei- 
ved the  same  consideration.  But  he  was  pre- 
pared to  show  that  they  had  participated  largely 
in  the  provincial  grants.  Look  at  th"  enormous 
sums  given  to  the  Normal  school  at  Truro  which 
was  largely  confined  to  Presbyteri  ns.  Then 
there  was  the  grant  of  $1000  each  to  the  Pictou 
and  Truro  Academies— and  these,  together  with 
the  £900  a year  enjoyed  by  Dalhousie,  amoun- 
ted to  between  £3000  and  £4000  a year. 

The  principal  objection  as  he  had  stated  be- 
fore to  the  present  management  of  Dalhousie 
College,  was,  that  while  it  professed  to  be  liberal 
in  its  character,  and  open  to  all,  it  was  essential- 
ly denominational,  and  confined  to  one  particu- 
lar sect.  The  professors  were  Presbyterian — 
the  governors  to  a large  extent,  and  the  stu- 
dents were  also  of  that  persuasion — and  it  was 
no  answer  to  say  that  any  denomination  cou  d 
endow  a chair,  because  they  could  not  do  so 
without  eventually  destroying  their  own  Institu- 
tions. 

He  would  remark  in  conclusion  that  to  his 
mind  it  made  very  little  difference  as  far  as  this 
discussion  was  concerned,  whether  Dalhousie 
was  in  a fl  urishing  condition  or  not,  whether 
there  were  forty  students  there  or  five.  It  was 
the  gross  injustice  to  other  denominations,  of 
appropriating  the  public  funds  for  the  benefit  of 
a single  sect  that  lie  complained  of,  and  which 
he  wished  the  House  to  condemn.  It  was  sin- 
gular however  that  when  the  Institution  at 
Truro  was  given  up,  there  were  40  students 
there  which  corresponded  to  the  number  now  at 
Dalhous  e.  No  answer  had  been  returned  to 
the  enquiry  as  to  how  many  had  matriculated 
here,  nor  to  the  important  question  a3  to  what 
guarantee  the  Governors  had  for  the  payment 
of  £900  a year  for  the  p ofessors’  claims. 

He  did  not  profess  to  be  competent  to  decide 
the  important  question  as  to  the  comparative 
merits  of  a Provincial  University,  and  the  pre- 
sent system  of  denominational  Colleges,  but  his 
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own  opinion  was  inclined  in  favor  of  the  latter, 
as  better . suited  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  country.  If  it  was  thought  to  be  a better 
policy  to  have  a Provincial  University,  let  it  be 
established  upon  an  equitable  basis,  and  with 
some  regards  to  the  interests  of  other  denomina- 
tions. 

He  could  not  say  that  he  was  very  sanguine 
a3  to  his  resolution  being  carried,  and  all  that 
he  could  say  would  perhaps  have  but  little  effect 
upon  the  present  state  of  things,  but  the  time 
would  come  when  the  views  he  had  expres- 
sed would  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Nova  Scotia. 

Here,  continued  Mr.  Longley,  is  a valuable 
property  belonging  to  the  Province;  sometimes 
it  has  been  managed  with  a measure  of  success, 
but  generally  badly  and  entirely  failing  to  meet 
the  end  designed.  A few  calculating  men  say  to 
the  Trustees  of  this  domain— this  is  lying  idle, 
we  will  take  it  upon  certain  conditions— alto- 
gether favourable  to  ourselves — and  make  it 
useful  and  without  taking  the  trouble  of  consult- 
ing any  except  the  parties  from  whom  the  propo- 
sal emanates  the  bargain  is  struck  and  operations 
began.  As  soon  as  the  nature  of  the  bargain  is 
understood  by  the  country  three-fourths  of  the 
population,  whose  existence  has  been  entirely 
ignored, indignantly  remonstrate;  but  they  are  ac- 
cused of  narrow-mindedness,  and  coolly  told  that 
there  is  no  remedy — that  it  would  be  a “ breach 
of  faith”  to  disturb  existing  relations.  Well  it 
may  be  so,  but  I mistake  the  spirit  that  is  abroad 
if  it  prove  so  in  the  end. 

In  conclusion  let  me  say  that  I feel  I have 
but  imperfectly  discharged  the  duty  imposed 
upon  me  ; but  I am  quite  sure,  sir,  that  nothing 
I have  said  could  grate  harshly  upon  the  ears 
of  any  gentleman  how  widely  soever  he  may 
differ  from  the  sentiments  and  opinions  I have 
expressed,  and  I trust  in  these  maybe  fo  :nd  some 
fair  and  equitable  solution  of  i his  unpleasant  and 
delicate  question.  If  on  the  contrary  this  ques- 
tion is  to  be  left  open  to  future  agitation,  depend 
upon  it  the  innate  sense  of  justice  of  the  people 
will  find  means  of  vindicating  itself  from  so  great 
an  injus  ice  as  the  present  arrangements  and 
position  of  Dalhourie  are  calculated  to  inflict. 

Apologizing  for  the  extent  to  which  I have 
taxed  the  time  of  the  House,  I will  now  submit 
the  resolution  which  I hold  in  my  hand  which  I 
hope  may  meet  the  approval  of  the  House. 

“ Whereas  His  Jate  Majesty  George  the  IY,  did, 
in  or  about  the  year  1820,  signify  his  willingness 
to  allow  Governor  Dalhousie  to  appropriate  the 
sum  of  £9.750  belonging  to  His  Majesty,  for  th& 
purpose  of  building  and  endowing  a ‘College  in 
Nova  Scotia  upon  the  plan  of  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  for  tha  education  of  youth  in  the  higher 
branches  of  Science  and  Literature,  the  said  College 
to  be  governed  by  a corporate  body,  as  by  the  Act  .of 
1820,  under  the  name  and  title  of  the  Governors  of 
Dalhousie  College  with  succession  and  a common 
seal,  having  power  and  authority  to  make  rules  and 
ordinances  concerning  the  government  of  said  Dal- 
housie College,  the  election  of  President  and  Pro- 
fessors, and  in  relation  to  students  and  the  manage- 
ment and  control  of  the  funds  and  reyenues  thereof, 
and  all  matters  relating  thereto : 

And  whereas  in  addition  to  the  said  stun  of  £9- 
750,  given  to  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  by  His  late 
Majesty  George  the  Fourth,  there  has  also  been  gi-. 
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yen  by  the  Legislature,  out  of  the  people’s  money, 
the  sum  of  .£2000  towards  the  erection  of ‘said  build- 
ing, and  also  a farther  sum  of  £1000  towards  its 
funds,  and  lastly  this  Legislature,  in  the  year  1823, 
loaned  to  the  Governors  of  said  Dalhousie  College 
the  sum  of  £5000,  to  be  returned  m five  years,  and 
took  a lien  upon  the  building  and  the  three,  per 
cent  annuities  for  security,  making  in  all  granted 
by  this  Legislature  the  sum  of  £8,000,  whi  b in  ad- 
dition to  the  aforesaid  sum  given  by  His  late  Ma- 
jesty, amounts  to  the  sum  of  £17:750. 

And  whereas  several  ineffectual  attempts  have 
heretofore  been  made  by  the  Governors  to  estab- 
lish and  open  Dalhousie  College  for  the  benefit  of 
the  youth  of  the  Province  upon  the  plan  of  its  ori- 
ginal founder. 

And  whereas  the  principle  of  denominational  Col- 
leges has  long  since  been  established  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, any  attempt  to  alter  which  would  be  unwise, 
and  against  the  expressed  opinion  of  this  Legisla- 
ture, and  tbs  people  of  this  Province, 

And  whereas  an  Act  was  passed  in  this  Legisla- 
ture in  the  Session  of  1883  professedly  opening  Dal- 
housie College  under  the  title  of  a Provincial  Uni- 
versity, to  all  denominations  upon  certain  condi- 
tions, 

And  whereas  neither  the  Baptists,  Methodists, 
Church  of  England,  nor  Catholics,  being  a large  and 
influential  portion  of  the  people  of  this  Province, 
numbering  about  250,000  having  colleges  of  their 
own,  cannot  participate  in  the  endowments  of  said 
Dalhousie  College,  under  the  offer  ma  te,  without  a 
very  great  sacrifice  of  past  efforts  in  building  and 
endowing  their  own  Colleges, 

And  whereas  the  Presbyterian  body  are  largely 
represented  at  the  Board  of  Governors  of  said  Col- 
lege, and  having  vacated  their  buildings  at  Truro, 
are  now  enjoying  the  privileges  of  said  Provincial 
Institution,  and  thereby  have  lor  collegiate  purposes 
a vastly  disproportionate  amount  of  public  fursds  com- 
mitting upon  other  bodies  a grave  injustice,  and  oc- 
casioning wide-spread  dissatisfaction  in  the  Pro- 
vince, as  evidenced  by  the  numerous  petitions  on  this 
subject  presented  to  this  House, 

And  whereas  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  said 
Dalhousie  College  be  placed  upon  a basis  that  will 
be  equitable  to  all  parties,  and  remove  tha  present 
occasion  of  complaint ; therefore  resolved 

1 That  the  Act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  this 
Legislature,  entitled,  “ An  Act  for  the  regulation 
and  support  of  Dalhousie  College”  be  repealed,  and 
the  College  with  its  endowments  and  funds  be  other- 
wise appropriated. 

2.  That  there  be  required  from  the  Governors  of 
Dalhousie  College  th8  payment  of  the  £5  000  loaned 
from  the  Provincial  Chest,  agreeably  with  the  con- 
dition upon  which  said  loan  was  made. 

Dr.  Tupper  said : Challenged  to  this  discussion, 
as  I have  been,  by  the  hon.  member  who  has  just 
sat  down,  and  holding  the  position  of  one  of  the 
Governors  of  Dalhousie  College,  it  necessarily  de- 
volves upon  me  to  explain  the  aspect  which  this 
question  in  my  estimation  assumes  before  this 
Legislature.  I may  say  at  the  outset,  that  I never 
approached  the  consideration  of  any  question  in 
this  House  under  greater  embarrassment  than  on 
the  present  occasion.  I am  not  embarrassed  by 
any  apprehension  of  the  unsoundness  of  the  prin- 
ciples I shall  advocate,  or  of  the  position  I occupy, 
but  rather  by  the  fact  that  it  has  become  my  duty 
to  place  myself  in  antagonism  to  the  views  and 
sentiments  of  a large  body  of  people  of  various 
denominations  throughout  this  Province,  many  of 
whom  are  respected  personal  friends  and  warm 


political  supporters,  and  for  the  judgment  of  many 
of  whom  I entertain  at  this  moment  the  most  pro- 
found respect.  I am  still  further  embarrassed, 
that  it  has  become  my  duty  to  place  myself  in  op- 
position to  the  views  which  have  been  so  ably  and 
so  temperately  urged  by  my  hon.  friend,  the  mem- 
ber for  Annapolis.  But  I feel  that  in  this  matter 
I have  a duty  to  discharge  to  the  Legislature  and 
to  the  country,  and  I shall  not  shrink  from  dis- 
charging it  even  under  the  influence  of  the  inti- 
mation which  has  been  given  by  the  hon.  member 
in  the  close  of  his  remarks,  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  parties  who  have  raised  this  question  in 
this  country  to  press  and  agitate  it  until  it  shall 
involve  consequences  of  the  most  serioua  charac- 
ter to  any  person  who  shall  have  been  found  ob- 
structing the  views  which  they  urge. 


If  there  has  been  anything  secret — if  there  has 
been  anything  underhanded — anything  that  is  not 
calculated  to  bear  the  light  of  day  in  the  re-organi- 
zation of  Dalhousie  College,  I am  not  amenable  to 
the  charge  of  being  accessory  to  it.  I cannot  but 
feel  that  the  position  which  has  been  assumed  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Annapolis — and  it  is  but  jus- 
tice to  him  to  say  that  it  is  evident  that  he  la- 
bored under  the  s xme  feeling  himself — ought  to 
have  been  taken,  not  in  1864,  but  in  1863 — that 
if  there  was  any  considerable  number  of  people 
in  this  Province,  if  there  were  gentlemen  in 
this  Legislature  who  were  opposed  to  the  action 
which  this  House  took  at  its  last  session  in  con- 
nection with  this  important  subject,  it  was  their 
duty  to  have  brought  their  views  forward  and  en- 
forced them  here  whilst  the  question  was  under 
consideration.  I am  unwilling  to  have  it  as- 
sumed for  a single  moment  that  I should 
ever  occupy  a position  in  this  House  in  the 
slightest  degree  antagonistic  to  the  Denomina- 
tional Colleges  which  exist  in  this  Province.  I 
believe  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  as  well  as  the 
Legislature  owe  a debt  of  gratitude  to  the  denomi- 
national institutions  tha*  it  is  impossible  they  can 
ever  over-estimate.  I believe  that  the  higher  edu- 
cation of  this  country  has  been  fostered  and  pro- 
moted through  the  instrumentality  of  our  denomi- 
national colleges  in  a maimer  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible  it  could  have  been  promoted 
under  any  other  system  which  could  have  been  in- 
troduced. The  system  of  denominational  Colleges 
is  one  which  was  calculated  to  engage  the  whole 
people  of  Nova  Scotia  in  a generous  rivalry  in 
one  of  the  most  sacred  and  best  causes  — 
the  education  of  the  country.  JBy  means 
of  this  generous  emulation  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  drawn  from  private  and  de- 
nominational resources  and  thrown  into  the  coffers 
of  education  as  it  were,  and  the  result  has  be6n 
that  the  educational  status  of  this  Province  as  re- 
spects collegiate  instruction  has  been  placed  in  a 
position  of  which  we  may  be  justly  proud.  I had 
occasion  recently  to  submit  to  the  House  the  re- 
turns for  the  denominational  institutions  that  are 
now  fostered  by  this  Legislature  and  they  afforded 
to  the  House  and  the  country  the  most  gratifying 
evidence  of  the  vigour  and  efficiency  with  which 
these  institutions  are  carried  out  and  the  uni- 
versal benefit  they  must  be  to  the  whole  Province. 

Acadia  College  cannot  educate  a Baptist,  nor 
the  institutions  at  Sackville,  a Wesfeyaa,  nor 
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Kings  an  Episcopalian,  nor  the  institutions  in  this 
city  and  in  Antigonisbe,  a Catholic,  in  the  higher 
branches  of  literature,  without  conferring  a great 
benefit;  and  blessing  upon  the  Province  at  large, 
because  in  proportion  as  you  expand  the  intellect 
and  train  the  inteliect  of  your  youth,  just  in 
that  proportion  we  may  expect  that  our  common 
country  will  be  elevated,  and  all  its  interests  ad- 
vanced- Therefore  I may  say  at  the  outset  that  no 
consideration  will  ever  induce  me  to  place  myself 
in  antagonism  to  those  institutions  to  which  I be- 
lieve the  Province  owes  so  rnucb,&nd  to  which  I &g 
one  member  of  this  Legislature  feel  profoundly 
grateful. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  any- 
thing connected  with  the  history  of  Dalhousie  Col- 
lege after  the  sketch  given  by  my  hon.  friend, 
because  it.  is  fresh  in  the  recollecfion  of  the  House. 
In  fact,  it  has  been  brought  so  prominently  before 
the  country  in  the  press,  that  it  is  entirely  un- 
necessary that  I should  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  upon  the  subject.  7 he  hon.  member  has 
slated  that  many  years  ago  Earl  Dalhousie,  when 
acting  in  the  position  of  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
this  Province,  obtained  from  His  Majesty  permis- 
sion to  use  certain  funds  belonging  to  the  British 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  founding  an  educa- 
tional institution  in  this  Province  ; and  I may 
here  mention  a fact  which  I believe  is  strictly  cor- 
rect— though  it  has  not  been  mentioned  by  my 
hon.  friend  ; and  it  is  this — that  when  Earl  Dal- 
housie  had  received  permission  from  the  King  to 
appropriate  these  public  funds  for  a Provincial 
University,  he  placed  himself  in  communication 
with  the  only  college  which  existed  in  this  Pro- 
vince— Kings  College  at  Windsor — and  offered 
that  institution  the  entire  funds,  provided  its  por- 
tals should  be  thrown  open,  and  its  honors  and 
advantages  accorded  to  all  who  would  seek  them. 
That  is  an  important  fact  to  be  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  subsequent  action.  Very  unfortu- 
nately for  the  interests  of  the  Province.  I believe 
the  proposition  was  rejected,  and  whilst  Dalhousie 
College  has  been  struggling  ineffectually  to  ac- 
complish the  objects  for  which  it  was  founded, 
the  institution  at  Windsor,  as  every  person  is  well 
aware,  has  advanced  until  now  it  occupies  one  of 
the  most  prominent  positions  among  collegiate 
institutions  in  this  country,  and  has  "done  a vast 
amount  of  good.  It  is  well  known  that  this  Legis- 
Uture  has  also,  from  t me  to  time,  exhibited  the 
deepest  interest  (as  Weil  it  might,  charged  as  it 
was  with  so  important  a trust,)  to  render  the 
funds  of  Dalhousie  College,  thus  generously  ap- 
propriated for  the  purposes  of  education,  avail- 
able for  the  object  for  which  they  were  intended. 
It  is  known  that  these  efforts  have  previously  re- 
sulted in  failure,  one  of  the  obvious  reasons  of 
which,  was  that  Dalhousie  etood  as  it  were  alone, 
and  Sad  not  that  guarantee  of  success  which  be- 
longed to  other  itisti ■ utions  which  could  draw 
abound  them  the  cordi-.l  support  of  the  several  re- 
ligious denominations  ;n  the  Province.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Gover,  ors  of  Dalhousie  College, 
cot  very  long  ago,  anxious  to  make  these  funds 
available  for  the  purposes  of  education,  at  the 
time  Goreham  College  was  destroyed  by  fire  at 
Liverpool,  made  a pr;  position  to  the  parties  con- 
nected with  that  insti.ution  to  combine  and  come 


to  Halifax  and  endeavor  to  vitalize  Dalhousie.  I 
am  surprised  that  the  action  which  has  been  re- 
cently taken  in  reference  to  this  institution  should 
not  have  been  taken  on  that  occasion.  It  can  hard- 
ly be  possible  that  parties  who  were  perfectly 
willing  that  any  combination  should  take  place, 
or  that  the  funds  of  Dalhousie  College  should  be 
enjoyed  by  any  body,  provided  nothing  was  ac- 
complished, should  wish  now  to  obstruct  this  in- 
stitution for  fear  it  will  become  really  useful.  As 
I said  before,  these  efforts  from  time  to  time,  have 
been  made,  and  it  was  a matter  of  public  noto- 
riety that  the  Governors  of  Dalhousie  College  had 
determined,  and  were  quite  ready  to  co-operate 
by  a combination  of  the  revenues  of  Dalhousie 
with  those  of  any  other  party  that  would  combine 
with  them,  so  as  to  make  a valuable  educational 
institution.  It  is  not  strange,  then,  with  this  fact 
a matter  of  historf , that  the  attention  of  the  Pres- 
byterian body  should  have  been  turned  to  the 
means  of  obtaining  higher  education  in  this  coun- 
try by  a combination  of  the  efforts  of  parties  who 
were  interested  in  such  matters  ; and  I may  here 
cay  that  this  w&s  a movement  not  of  one  body 
alone,  for  it  is  well  known  that  those  who  have 
combined  are  in  denominational  relations  at  this 
moment  just  as  antagonistic,  if  not  more  so,  than 
are  the  Wesley  ana  and  Baptists,  or  any  other  dis- 
tinctive denominations. 

It  hag  been  complained  that  the  former  Govern- 
ors of  Dalhousie  should  have  selected  the  Presby- 
terians to  the  exclusion  of  the  Baptists,  the  Wes* 
leyans.  Episcopalians  or  Catholics.  I do  not  under- 
stand it  at  all  in  that  light.  I do  not  understand 
that  the  Governors  or  the  late  Government  made 
any  invidious  selection  of  any  body.  In  the  public 
documents  which  relate  to  this  matter. I find  that 
the  Kirk  body,  turning  their  attention  to  the 
means  by  which  they  could  obtain  a better 
education  for  their  son3  than  they  enjoyed  under 
existing  circumstances,  made  a proposal  through 
their  Synod  to  the  Synodiof  theJJnitedPresbyterian 
body  which  represented  the  Free  Church  and 
what  are  generally  known  as  the  Anti-Burghers, 
to  ascertain  whether,  differing  as  they  do  in  many 
denomination'll  questions,  and  standing  separate 
and  distinct  as  they  do  in  Church  government  and 
in  Ecclesiastical  arrangement,  it  was  possible  for 
these  two  bodies  to  combine  in  a common  arrange- 
ment which  would  accomplish  a higher  education 
than  otherwise  would  be  practicable.  I believe 
that  the  result  of  that  negotiation  was  that  it  was 
found  that  these  two  bodies  could  combine,  and 
that  they  then  made  arrangements  in  conjunction 
with  each  other  which  were  not  of  a secret  charac- 
ter, but  were  published,  and  which  resulted  in  an 
application  to  the  Governors  of  Dalhousie  College 
to  ascertain  whether  the  funds  of  that  College 
thus  lying  dormant  could  not  be  made  available  in 
conjunction  with  their  own  to  establish  a College 
which  would  give  to  ail  who  sought  its  portals  a 
higher  education  than  could  be  otherwise  obtained 
by  mere  isolated  efforts.  The  result  was  that  they 
were  enabled  to  arrange  a plan  by  which  they 
could  co-operate,  and  it  was  proposed  that  the 
trust  of  this  institution  should  be  widened,  and  it 
was  at  that  stage  of  the  proceeding  that  the  ma  ter 
came  under  my  consideration  as  a public  man.  A 
deputation  wailed  upon  me  and  stated  that  they 


172 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


believed  that  these  two  bodies  considered  that  they 
could  co-operate  with  each  other  and  with  the 
Governors  in  the  establishment  of  an  efficient  Col- 
lege and  asked  roe  whether  I would  consent,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  of  all  the  parties  com- 
bined, to  become  one  of  the  Governors  of  Dal- 
housie  in  connection  with  my  hon.  friend  Mr. 
Shannon,  and  Mr.  J.W.  Ritchie,  well  known  to  be 
a prominent  member  of  the  Church  of  England.  I 
felt  that  the  answer  to  that  question  involved  the 
gravest  responsibility,  and  I took  not  only  time  to 
consider  it,  but  the  opportunity  of  placing  myself 
in  communication  with  a number  of  personal 
friends  on  the  subject. 

After  giving  the  matter  the  most  attentive  con- 
sideration, I came  to  the  conviction  that  it  was 
my  duty  as  a public  men  to  assist  in  the  reorgan- 
ization of  that  institution  and  to  lend  any  aid  in 
my  power  in  placing  it  upon  such  a footing  as 
would  make  its  funds  available  for  the  purposes 
they  were  intended.  Having  decided  to  take  that 
course,  and  having  determined  that  in  any  action 
which  I took  as  a public  man,  this  question  should 
be  dealt  with  in  an  open  and  perfectly  well  un- 
derstood manner  by  the  country,  I took  care  that 
in  the  public  press  the  whole  scheme  as  it  was 
proposed,  should  be  delineated.  It  has  been  in- 
sinuated many  times  that  there  was  something 
secret — that  this  legislation  was  passed  in  some 
surreptitious  manner,  and  that  the  country  had 
only  after  the  passage  of  the  Act  an  opportunity 
of  examining  its  provisions,  and  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  what  was  in  contemplation.  I shall, 
therefore,  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  this  scheme,  S3  it  now  exists,  for 
the  organization  of  D&lhousie  College,  was  placed 
as  early  as  August  19ih,  1862,  fully  and  distinct- 
ly before  the  people  of  this  country  in  the  columns 
of  the  British  Colonist , a paper  which  has  too 
large  a circulation  in  this  country  for  any  person 
to  suppose  that  an  article  upon  so  important  a 
subject  could  pass  unobserved.  After  going  into 
a history  of  the  failure  that  had  attended  the  in- 
stitution in  the  past,  this  article  goes  on  to  say  : 

“ At  the  last  synod  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  an 
overture  was  made,  by  that  body  to  confer  with 
the  synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
Lower  Provinces  in  reference  to  the  subject  of 
education,  which  resulted  in  the  appointment  by 
both  those  bodies  of  committees,  empowered  to 
make  arrangements  with  each  other  and  with  the 
governors  of  D&lhousie  College,  by  which  the  ef- 
forts of  all  could  be  combined  in  an  educational 
institution.  A little  more  than  a month  since  the 
committees  of  both  synods  met  the  governors  of 
the  College,  when  the  foliowing  scheme  was  after 
much  deliberation  adopted. 

“It  is  proposed  to  allow  to  any  religious  denom- 
ination the  privilege  of  nominating  Professors  to 
fill  as  many  Chairs  as  shall  be  sustained  by  the 
funds  of  such  denomination,  and  that  the  instruc- 
tion to  be  given  shall,  in  accordance  with  the 
original  Charter,  be  confined  to  the  arts  and 
sciences,  as  taught  in  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh. The  United  Presbyterian  body,  we  un- 
derstand, are  prepared  to  sustain  two  Professor- 
ships, and  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  one,  and  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  those  entrusted  with  the  control 
of  the  Gorebam  College  funds,  may  be  induced  to 


co-operate.  The  combination  of  these  three  bo- 
dies in  the  first  instance,  with  the  funds  in  the 
possession  of  the  Governors,  will  afford  the  means 
of  placing  this  Institution  upijn  a creditable  foot- 
ing, while  the  denominations  thus  enlisted  in  its 
support  will,  it  is  expected,  furnish  that  which 
Dalhousie  College  has  ever  lacked — young  men  to 
be  taught.  It  was  also  decided  .to  invite  Messrs. 
J.  W.  Ritchie,  S.  L Shannon,  and  Dr.  Tupper,  to 
fill  up  the  three  vacancies  now  existing  in  tho 
Board  of  Governors.  W e sincerely  hope  that  these 
gentlemen  will  accept  the  trust,  and  that  we  shall, 
ere  long,  under  these  new  auspices,  have  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  Dalhousie  College  take  its  posi- 
tion by  the  side  of  the  valuable  Institutions  al- 
ready in  operation  in  the  different  parts  of  this 
Province.  The  jealousy  which  at  one  time  exist- 
ed between  the  different  Colleges  has,  we  are  hap- 
py to  say,  given  place  to  a generous  emulation 
with  each  other  in  one  of  the  noblest  human  avo- 
cations, and  we  believe  that  tho  prospect  of  hav- 
ing another  useful  and  efficient  Institution  added 
to  their  number,  will  be  hailed  with  much  satis- 
faction by  all.  We  therefore  bid  this  new  effort 
in  the  cause  of  Provincial  education,  God  speed. 5 * 
Now  I would  ask  this  House  and  any  intelli- 
gent man  ia  this  country  if  after  the  question 
was  thus  discussed  at  length  and  everything 
that  was  known  in  connection  with  this  propo- 
sal placed  deliberately  before  the  people,  and  the 
intimation  given  to  everybody  interested  of 
what  was  intended,  there  is  any  ground  on 
which  any  public  man  can  say  that  this  enact- 
ment was  brought  forward  in  a surreptitious 
manner.  It  is  true  that  this  bill  did  not  excite 
the  amount  of  discussion  which  such  measures 
usually  do,  but  I attribute  that  to  a reason  easily 
accounted  for.  It  was  because,  I believe,  that 
this  Bouse,  then  as  now,  felt  that  there  was  no 
ground  on  which  to  oppose  this  bill ; that  if  any 
denominate  in  this  country  was  prepared  o 
come  forward  and  on  terms  which  wrere  equally 
open  to  every  other,  ioin  in  the  e organization 
of  this  institution  and  place  it  upon  a ' useful 
basis,  there  was  no  ground  for  opposing  the 
scheme.  The  verjr  compr  hensiveness  of  the 
scheme — the  fact  that  any  body  that  wished  to 
enter  it  was  obliged  to  sink  its  denominational 
character, — co  Id  not  fail  to  influence  every  in- 
telligent man  to  consider  it  favorably.  The  bill 
was  introduced  and  its  second  reading  was  ex- 
plain a by  my  predecessor  in  office.  Hon.  Mr. 
Howe.  In  due  order  it  came  up  for  its  third 
reading  and  was  sent  up  to  the  Council ; and  it 
was  not  without  discussion  in  the  pres  at  the 
time,  for,  as  is  well  known,  the  C.  Messenger,  a pa- 
per which  has  taken  a deep  in  te  estinthe  subject, 
referred  to  it.  It  was  discussed  and  amended 
in  the  Council,  and  passed  finally  by  the  unani- 
mous action  of  both  branches.  And  whftt  a re 
we  asked  to  do  to-day  ? On  a question  m refer- 
ence to  which  there  has  been  ever  publicity — 
which  was  introduced  in  an  open  manner  in  this 
Legislature,  we  are  asked  to  commit  a breach 
of  faith  I would  ask  the  House  what  grounds 
are  urged  for  such  a step.  It  has  been  said 
that  there  are  some  petitions  on  the  table. 
These  petitions  embrace  the  names  of  m ny 
valued  friends,  but  I believe  they  also  contain 
the  names  of  numbers  of  person-  who  have 
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signed  them  under  the  impression  that  the~e  was 
some  intention  to  interfere  with  the  denomina- 
tional colleges  that  exist  in  this  country.  .There 
is  nothing  mor  to  be  deplored  in  this  Piovince 
or  House  than  sectarian  strife,  though  at  'he 
same  time  there  is  nothing  more  easy  to  excite. 
Nothing  is  more  easy  than  to  excite  denomina- 
tional jealousy ; but  I believe  when  t-  is  ques- 
tion has  been  fully  discussed  in  this  Legislature 
and  the  facts  are  sifted  to  the  bottom  that  this 
excitem  nt  will  abate,  for  I am  confident  the 
sound  sense  of  this  Legislature  will  say  that  it 
is  not  n a position,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, to  commit  a breach  of  faith  such 
as  is  proposed.  It  may  be  said  that  I 
did  not  ho  d the  same  sentiments  a few  days  ago 
with  respect  to  the  Railway  Acts  passed  last 
session  ; but  what  are  the  circumstances  in  re- 
lation to  these  two  questions.  The  Intercoloni- 
al Railway  was  a matter  of  debate  and  differ- 
ence in  this  House,  and  a party  which,  on  the 
eve  of  a general  election,  claimed  to  represent 
the  public  sentiment  of  Nova  Scotia  denounced 
that  act  and  declared  in  the  most  unequivocal 
manner  their  opposition  to  it.  A dissolution 
took  place  and  they  went  to  the  country  and 
were  sustained  before  aBy  action  outside  this 
Legislature  had  been  taken  upon  that  act.  That 
act  required,  in  order  to  be  operative,  the  cor- 
responding action  of  Canada  and  Ne-v  Bruns- 
wick- One  of  the  parties  which  were  necessary 
to  it  declared,  through  the  mouth  of  their  Go- 
vernment, that  ihey  would  not  take  that  action  ; 
and  it  was  therefore  inoperative,  and  open  to 
this  people  and  this  Legislature  to  be  dealt  with. 
Were  this  question  to  day  in  that  position  I 
would  not  hesitate  to  say  it  wras  open  to  every 
member  of  this  Legislature  to  unite  with  my 
honorable  friend  in  the  repeal  of  this  act.  But 
here  is  an  act  which  alter  discussion  in  the 
press  and  the  House  has  received  the  deliberate 
sanction  of  not  one  political  ? arty,  but  of  the 
unanimous  Legislature  of  this  country,  and  un- 
• der  the  authority  of  that  legislation  you  have 
seen  a den  mination  which  has  had  a valued  in- 
stitution in  Truro — one  that  gave  them  benefits 
and  advantages  which  they  cannot  hope  to  de- 
rive from  Daihousie  surrendering  it.  The  hon. 
member  said  that  many  Presbyterians  were  un- 
willing to  give  up  the  Institution  at  Trur  >.  He 
stated  the  truth,  for  many  of  the  most  zealous 
in  that  body  who  were  prepared  o give  their- 
thousands  to  support  a sectarian  Institution, 
stated  at  once  that  if  the  body  adopted  the  policy 
of  this  enactment,  and  broke  up  their  denomina- 
tional institution,  and  engaged  in  one  where,  by 
its  charter,  they  would  be  denied  the  privilege 
ot  training  their  students  in  their  denominational 
tenets,  they  would  withdraw  their  assistance  ; 
and  therefore  I say  it  was  a great  sacrifice.  The 
lion  member  said  that  the  collegiate  institutions 
in  the  country  have  great  advantages  in  point 
of  location  over  any  institution  in  tee  city — in 
respect  to  the  cheapness  at  which  parties  may 
be  maintained,  and  freedom  from  the  snares  and 
vices  supposed  to  be  connected  with  city  life. 
Sir,  all  these  advantages  have  been  sacrificed.  I 
am  not  going  to  discuss  with  the  hon.  member 
how  far  I agree  with  him  in  these  points,  but,  I 
accept  his  argument  to  be  sound,  and  wbatdoes 
prove '?  It  brings  the  House  to  the  conclusion 


naturally,  that  in  taking  the  course  they  have, 
and  in  su  rendering  the  denominational  inst'tu* 
tion  they  had  in  one  of  the  finest  country  dis- 
tricts they  surrendered  very  great  advantages- 
For  the  purpose  of  building  up  a sectarian  in 
stitution  in  the  city  of  Halifax  % No,  sir.  The 
c arter  forbids  it — renders  it  impraetie  bie. 
They  are  obliged  to  surrender  the  great  advan- 
tage of  having  a denominational  institution,  and 
to  devote  their  own  funds  to  one  in  which  deno- 
mina  ional  tenets  cannot  be  taught.  The  Gov  r- 
nors  of  Daihousie  College  have  brought  Profes- 
sors from  abroad — from  Canada  and  Scotland— 
men  of  ability  and  standing,  on  the  faith  of  this 
act  of  the  Legi  lature,  gentlemen  who  have  left 
the  honourable  positions  they  occupied,  and 
have  consecrated  their  talents  and  ene  gies  to 
the  cause  of  education  in  the  city  of  Halifax, 

I would  now  ask,  in  the  face  of  these  fact-,  if 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  labour  this  question.  I 
would  ask  the  Bouse  whether  under  these  cir 
cumstances,  it  is  possible  for  the  Legislature  to 
adopt  any  but  one  course — to  mainta  n intact 
the  legislation  which  they  placed  unanimously 
on  the  statute  Book  of  this  country.  I believe 

this  act  gave  no  advantage  to  anybody — that  it 
was  just  as  open  to  the  Baptist  as  co  the  Presby- 
terian denomination,  to  take  the  benefits  of  its 
provisions.  I d not  hesitate  to  state  that  in 
this  respect  I differ  from  the  former  body.  I 
believe  that  it  would  have  been  -wise  in  them 
if  they  had  made  arrangements  to  take  - d van- 
tage of  this  enactment,  to  sustain  one  or  two 
chairs  in  this  institution,  and  thus  by  a combina- 
tion of  means  and  resources,  obtain  a higher 
description  of  education  than  it  i peg  sib  e 
can  ever  be  obtained  by  the  limited  resources 
of  any  one  denomination— notwithstanding  the 
generosity  with  which  its  members  have  sus- 
tained their  institution  But  they  have  decided 
to  r tain  their  denominatio  al  college  with  its 
denominational  advantages  rather  than  engage 
in  a common  institution  w'here  they  could  not 
retain  them.  I believe  it  would  bave  been  an 
act  of  wisdom  it  they  had  taken  he  same  course 
with  reference  to  this  question  th  t was  taken 
by  the  College  at  Truro. 

What  is  the  act  from  beginning  to  end  ? is 
there  anything  in  it  that  threatens  difficulty — 
that  is  liable  to  lead  to  danger  to  other  institu- 
tions 1 The  hon.  member  did  not  pretend  that 
was  the  case.  On  the  contrary  he  himself  ad- 
mitted that  he  believed  that  this  institution  was 
not  so  favorably  situated  as  the  other  colleges. 
What  then  is  to  be  feared  ? Sir,  I trust  that  the 
day  has  nof  come  when  either  this  Legislature 
or  any  considerable  section  of  people  in  this 
country,  will  say  th  t they  are  anxious  to  stran- 
gle any  institution  in  this  country  which,  by 
a combination  of  two  denominations  with  a pub- 
lic f..nd  which  has  been  set  apart  for  y ars  to 
the  purposes  of  education,  is  endeavoring  to 
afford  superior  advantages  to  the  people  of  Nova 
Scotia  than  otherwise  would  be  obtained.  Even 
supposing  that  this  institution  would  rival  the 
College  at  Windsor,  it  should  be  a matter  not  to 
excite  the  apprehensions  of  the  people,  but  one 
rather  of  the  most  profound  gratification  from 
one  end  of  the  Province  to  the  other. 

Now-  when  this  matter  was  discussed  in  the 
Press  previous  to  the  meeting  cf  the  Legi&la- 
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hire,  and  after  Mr.  Shannon,  Mr.  Ritchie  and 
myself  had  been  gazetted,  and  the  c untry  thus 
given  to  understand  precisely  'what  was  intend- 
ed— after  that  was  done  the  ground  that  was  ta- 
ken, as  I understand  it,  in  opposition  to  this  in- 
stitution, was  that  ah  hough  its  government  had 
been  changed,  and  new  denominational  elements 
infused  into  the  institution — yet  there  would  be 
such  a preponderating  influence  as  would  en- 
tirely preclude  that  change  iu  its  government 
having  any  weight,  and  that  it  vould  be  impos- 
sible under  these  circumstances  there  could 
be  any  other  than  Presbyterian  Professors 
appointed.  When  we  came  to  the  important 
subject  of  ^pointing  Professors,  a public  adver 
tisement  \#s  inserted  in  the  papers  here  and  in 
Canada  inviting  gentlemen  to  offer  themselves 
for  the  position.  The  united  Presbyterians 
appointed  two  Professors  upon  their  own  funds, 
and  they  are  obliged  to  raise  £600  per  annum 
in  order  to  sustain  them  The  hon.  member  has 
asked  for  the  guarantee  ; but  none  is  requisite 
from  the  fact  that  the  governors  must  be  satisfied 
that  they  are  in  a position  to  support  the  Pro- 
fessors they  nominated.  The  very  moment  they 
fail  to  provide  the  £600  in  question,  these  parties 
cease  t be  Professors.  The  governors  felt  that 
i s an  existing  institution  had  been  broken  up  in 
order  to  open  this  one  at  Halifax,  the  third  Pro 
lessor  at  Truro  should  be,  for  the  time  being, 
placed  upon  the  Provincial  funds,  pos  essing,  as 
he  did,  superior  qualifications  for  the  position. 
But  so  far  from  the  newly  appointed  governors 
having  found  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  their 
colleagues  to  subordinate  it  to  Presbyterian  views 
—to  press  the  claims  of  Presbyterians,  it  has 
been  the  very  reverse.  The  Board  offered  the 
chair  ol  classics  to  a gentleman  belonging  to  the 
Baptist  denomination  and  subsequently  confer- 
red that  important  office  upon  a gen  leman  who 
brought  the  highest  recommendations  from 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  McGill  College, 
Montreal,  of  his  ability  to  discharge  the  duty, 
but  who  was  a c mmunicant  of  the  Church  of 
England  The  chair  of  Chemistry  would  have 
been  in  like  manner  awarded  to  n Episcopalian 
had  he  applied  as  was  expected  when  it  was 
conferred  upon  the  eminent  Professor  whose 
testimonials  proved  that  in  securing  him  we 
would  bring  a gentleman  of  the  highest  attain 
ments  in  that  important  branch,  but  who  hap™ 
pened  to  he  a Presbyterian.  It  is  right,  how- 
ever, that  l should  acknowledge  that  with  a view 
to  widen  the  basis  of  the  Institution — all  the  Go- 
vernor have  eyinced  a disposition  to  confer 
Professorships  upon  gentlemen  who  were  not 
Presbyterians  when  their  qualifications  were 
equal. 

How  Dalhousie  College  has  been  galvanized 
into  new  life.  In  a few  months  it  has  been  able 
to  make  a return  of  40  students  for  the  full 
course,  and  20  for  the  partial  course  ; and  I ask 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  difficulties 
against  which  the  denominational  colleges  have 
had  to  struggle  and  the  length  of  time  neces- 
sary to  take  s ch  position,  whether  this  House 
has  not  the  right  to  believe  that  an  earnest  has 
been  already  given,  and  that  this  college  will 
become  an  important  addition  to  the  education- 
al institution  of  this  Province,  and  that  we  are 
alike  bound  by  a regard  to  public  faith,  by  what 


we  owe  to  the  unanimous  enactments  of  this  Le- 
gislature, after  all  that  has  been  done  on  the 
guarantee  of  this  legislation,  and  by  a regard  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country  to  foster  and 
support  Dalhousie  College  as  an  acquisition 
among  the  collegiate  Institutions  of  Nova  Scotia. 
Sir.  the  hon  member  for  Annapolis  has  intima- 
ted that  this  agitation  against  Dalhousie  College 
will  bo  continued  until  its  waiis  are  razed  to 
their  foundations,  and  that  those  who  endeavour 
to  sustain  it  will  be  buried  beneath  their  ruins. 
Let  me  tell  him,  sir,  that,  attached  as  I am  to 
the  gre  t party  with  which  I am  connected — 
possessing,  as  I may  confess  I do,  some  fondness 
for  public  life,  I would  infinitely  prefer  the  fate 
which  he  threatens  to  the  highest  post  my  coun- 
try can  offer,  if  i;  must  be  purchased  by  an  act 
so  ur.pat  iotic,  so  unjust,  as  the  resolution  which 
he  has  moved  would  involve.  (Applause  in  the 
Speaker’s  gallery.) 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  after  an  interval  of  a 
few  minutes,  during  which  the  cry  of  “ Ques- 
tion” was  frequent,  next  addressed  the  Plouse. 
He  said  he  found  himself  placed  in  the  most 
pai  ful  position  in  which  a man  could  be  situa- 
ted— that  of  being  compelled  to  give  a vote  con 
trary  to  all  his  inclinations  and  all  his  feelings, 
and  all  his  interests.  It  would  be  to  him  one  of 
the  most  heartfelt  gratifications  imaginable  if 
he  could  be  for  a moment  emancipated  and  ena- 
bled to  take  the  side  of  his  hon.  friend  and  col- 
league, (Mr.  LongleyJ  and  deal  with  th  1 ques- 
tion a?  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  dealt  with.  He 
was,  however,  compelled  by  the  action  of  the 
House  at  its  last  session  to  oppose  the  motion  of 
his  hon  friend,  because  he  did  not  see  how  it 
could  be  carried  without  involving  consequen- 
ces of  a most  serious  nature — consequences  that 
woulo  lead  to  great  injuries,  no  only  to  denomi- 
national bodies,  but  to  individuals  whe  were 
placed  in  certain  positions  on  account  of  the  le- 
gislation cf  last  year.  But  he  deeply  regretted 
that  legislation,  because  he  felt  it  placed  this 
country  in  a situation  much  to  be  deplored,  for 
it  had  launched  the  cause  of  education  once  more 
on  the  troubled  sea  of  political  discussion.  He 
couid  not  forget  the  scenes  that  had  been  pre- 
sented in  the  House  years  ago  when  the  great 
struggle  was  going  on  that  agitated  the  country 
so  long  between  the  claims  of  one  university 
to  be  established  here,  and  denominational 
•institutions  to  be  scattered  over  the  Pro- 
vince, and  assisted  by  its  resources.  Nei- 
ther could  lie  forget  the  part  which  he 
himself  took  in  the  whole  of  these  discussions, 
nor  the  eventful  issue.  That  result,  every  one 
knew,  was  the  successful  establishment  of  deno- 
minational institutions  and  the  placing  of  the 
higher  education  of  the  country  m the  hands  of 
the  religious  bodies  for  the  purpose  of  training 
the  youth  of  the  country  at  one  and  the  same 
time  in  the  elements  of  religious  and  secular 
knowledge.  He  was  proud  to  look  at  the  results 
of  the  course  he  had  taken  in  the  past ; he  be 
lieved  nothing  had  tended  more  to  the  promotion 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  country  than  the  es- 
tablishment of  education  in  the  hands  of  the 
several  religious  persuasions.  Now  those  who 
were  particularly  interested  in  the  support  of 
these  denominational  institutions  felt  themselves 
called  upon  toioppose  the  legislation  of  las  year ; 
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they  believed  that  it  was  calculated  to  do  them 
not  only  injustice  but  to  place  their  institutions 
in  an  inferior  and  unequal  position.  He  felt 
that  this  was  a most  unfortunate  sentiment  to 
prevail  among  a class  of  people  whose  intelli- 
gence gave  them  such  great  influence  in  mould j 
ing  the  sentiments  of  the  people.  His  hon. 
friend  had  not  spoken  a single  word  too  strongly 
upon  the  probable  results  of  this  controversy  if 
it  should  be  unhappily  continued.  The  men 
who  were  at  the  head  of  this  movement,  neces- 
sarily from  their  po  ition,  ability,  and  intelli- 
gence, must  have  great  weight  among  the  masses 
of  the  people.  The  very  character  of  the  ques- 
tion was  one,  he  felt,  that  never  failed  to  enlist 
strongly  the  sympathies  of  the  people.  When 
he  looked  at  the  petitions,  and  saw  the  names 
they  contained  he  could  not  help  feeling  that  they 
were  subscribed  by  persons  who  were  entitled 
to  every  consideration  in  the  community.  They 
were  signed  not  by  men  of  a single  body,  but 
of  various  denominations  - not  by  men  of  one 
political  party,  but  irrespective  of  political  ties 
and  sympathies.  Therefore  it  was  natural  that 
he  felt  that  this  question  wa3  entitled  to  the 
most  serions  consideration,  and  that  ther  was 
every  reason  to  deplore  that  such  a controversy 
had  unhappily  grown  up.  The  position  which 
he  occupied,  he  was  convinced,  was  one  that 
precluded  him  from  voting  for  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  of  his  hon.  friend.  It  was  to  repeal 
the  act  of  last  session,  and  to  distribute  the 
funds  in  some  other  manner.  If  that  act  had 
passed  appropriating  these  funds  for  any  other 
purpose  than  that  for  which  they  were  original- 
ly designed — that  is,  edircation  in  its  higher 
branches — there  would  be  some  reason  upon 
which  such  an  appeal  could  be  made  to  the 
House.  It  might  then  be  reasonably  said  that 
these  funds  were  diverted  to  purposes  for  which 
they  were  never  intended,  and  that  the  legisla- 
tion was  therefore  unjustified  and  untenable. 
But  that  could  not  be  said  of  the  legislation  of 
last  year;  for  whether  wish  or  unwise,  it  was 
directed  to  the  purpose  cf  raising  Dalhouse 
College  to  the  position  of  an  educational  insti- 
tut  on  imparting  its  benefits  to  the  youth  of  tne 
country  without  distinction  of  sect.  He  re- 
gretted that  a measure  so  well  intended,  as  that 
from  which  Dalhousie  drew  its  origin,  should 
be  productive  of  so  much  trouble  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  Ho  one  laboured  more  e >rnesliy 
than  its  founder  for  the  purpose  of  devoting  its 
funds  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  He 
presumed  the  reason  that  prevented  King’s  Col- 
lege from  being  removed  to  Halifax — w hen  the 
offer  alluded  to  by  the  Provincial  Secretary  was 
made — for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  benefit 
of  these  funds,  was  that  those  who  regulated  its 
affairs  did  not  see  their  way  clear  to  adopt  that 
wiser  policy  which  has  been  more  recently  adop- 
ted with  results  so  entirely  beneficial  to  the 
pr  sperity  of  the  Institution.  A strange  fatality 
seemed  to  ac  ompany  Dalhousie  from  its  very 
commencement.  It  might  be  recollected  that 
not  many  years  ago,  when  it  was  attempted  to 
place  Dalhousie  College  once  more  upon  abene- 
! ficial  footing,  its  portals  were  closed  against  a 
particular  Professor,  because  the  religion*  de- 
nomination to  which  he  belonged  was  deemed 
to  be  inconsistent  with  the  objects  for  which  the 


Institution  had  been  originally  designed.  No 
mis  ake  could  have  been  greater  as  regards  the 
fact,  nor  as  regards  the  deleterious  influences 
that  resulted.  The  attempts  that  had  been 
made  subsequently  for  the  purpose  of  resuscita- 
ting Dalhousie  College,  one  after  the  other, 
failed  of  success,  and  is  remained  a blot  and 
disfigurement  in  our  educational  history  which 
all  might  well  regret.  It  lay  long  a dilapidated 
hull,  flung,  as  it  were,  on  the  ocean,  scarcely 
cared  for,  or  with  any  ene  to  manage  it,  until 
the  legislation  of  last  year  took  place  He  was 
bound  to  say  th  t when  the  proposal  was  made 
at  the  first,  he  was  not  ign  rant  of  the  negotia- 
tions which  took  place  with  his  hon.  friend  the 
Provincial  Secretary.  He  confessed  he  adopted 
the  same  judgment  that  had  been  come  to  by 
his  hon.  fri  hd — that  the  best  course  that  could 
be  taken,  with  a view  to  the  general  interests  of 
education,  was  to  accept  the  proposals,  a d 
make  one  more  effort  for  the  purpose  of  re-esta- 
blishing Dalhousie  upon  a beneficial  footing. 
It  never  occurred  to  him  at  the  time  that  the 
re-establishment  of  the  Institution  ss  a Pro- 
vincial University,  if  it  was  kept  free  from 
sectarian  influence  and  government,  could  be  an 
injury  to  the  denominational  colleges,  or  would 
be  a just  cause  of  dissension.  It  was  with 
great  regret  that  he  had  seen  the  sentiment  that 
had  grown  up,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  could  he  have  imagined  that  it  would 
have  arisen,  he  should  have,  felt  it  his  duty  to 
have  prevented,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  the 
legislation  of  last  year.  He  had  always  regret- 

ted that  the  bill  did  not  receive  that  considera- 
tion at  the  time  of  its  passage  in  the  House  that 
it  ought  to  have  received.  He  did  not  believe 
the  Government  fulfilled  the  obligations  that 
rested  upon  them  to  give  the  measure  that  pro- 
minence. which  it  required.  It  was  introduced, 
little  or  nothing  was  said  about  it,  and  it  finally 
passed  as  one  o the  most  insignificant  measure;. 
It  passed  in  fact  without  his  knowledge  ; for  he 
had  intended  making  some  amendments,  but 
when  he  enquired  for  it,  he  found  that  it  had 
actually  gone  through.  Now,  if  the  bill  had 
been  called  to  the  prominent  attention  of  the 
House,  and  had  been  the  subject  of  considera* 
ble  discussion,  the  probability  was  that  the  feel- 
ing which  now  existed  would  have  been  pre- 
vented. He  did  not,  however,  wish  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  would  have  opposed  :he 
bill.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  the  policy 
would  tend  to  useful  results,  and  never  imagin- 
ed it  would  give  rise  to  the  feelings  it  had  actua- 
ally  originated.  He  would  haye  been  better 
satisfied  if  the  different  denominatio  s had  ta- 
ken hold  of  it.  His  view  had  been  that  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  place  in  a chair  a Bap* 
tist,  a Wesleyan,  and  a Church  of  England  man, 
and  so  far  from  his  judgment  believing  that 
such  a course  would  injure  the  various  denomi- 
national institutions,  he  had  thought  it  would 
tend  to  support  and  strengthen  them.  But  un- 
hapily  a different  view  was  adopted,  and  the 
feeling  that  all  must  deplore  was  the  result. 
When  he  acquiesced  in  the  proposition  that  his 
friends,  the  Provincial  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Sham 
non,  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  should  go  into  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Institution,  he  felt  the  importance 
of  the  weight  of  their  character,  ability,  and  po- 
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sition — he  did  net  care  if  they  were  in  a minor 
ity,  for  he  knew  that  so  powerful  a minority 
must  make  itself  felt  and  respected.  He  fully 
appreciated  the  feelings  of  those  who  consider- 
ed themselves  injured  at  the  course  that  had 
been  pursued.  It  was  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  those  institutions  which  had  grown  up  after 
years  cf  difficulty,  'and  with  a comparatively 
sm  11  amount  of  Provincial  aid — and  that  only 
obtained  after  a fierce  and  protracted  struggl  — 
should  feel  aggrieved  whe  thejr  perceive  a sin- 
gle Jenomination  in  this  Province,  with- 
out any  effort  hardly  upon  their  own  part,  ta- 
king possession  or  property  so  large  in  xtent 
and  valuable  in  its  character  as  that  which  wa3 
presented  by  he  Governors  ofDalhousie  Col- 
lege. He  presumed  that  it  was  upon  this  sen- 
timent, together  with  the  belief  that  the  Institu- 
tion was  really  sec  srian  that  the  present  diffi- 
culty had  arisen,  and  it  was  to  prevent  such  a 
feeling  that  he  had  expressed  his  desire  to  see 
o'ther  denominations  unite  and  take  part  in  the 
effort.  But  when  we  came  to  the  practical 
question,  which  was  now  before  the  House, 
he  would  ask  his  honourable  friend  what  could 
we  do  ? If  his  resolution  was  passed,  a <>reat  in 
justice  would  be  committed.  The  Presbyterian 
body  had  removed  their  establishment  from 
Truro,  and  to  drive  them  back  again,  without 
being  able  to  fix  upon  them  any  violation  of 
faith  or  an  infringement  of  the  arrangement, 
would  be  an  act  of  gross  injustice.  Other  bran- 
ches of  the  Presbyterian  body  had  also  raised 
money  and  endowed  a chair,  on  the  faith  of  the 
act  of  last  year ; Professors  had  been  brought 
from,  abroad — one  ot  them  lie  knew  was  a gen- 
tleman cf  the  highest  scientific  attainments, 
having  held  a prominent  position  in  Queen’s 
College,  Kingston.  Could  anything  justify  the 
House  saying  to  these  gentlemen  that  they 
must  return  ? There  must  have  been  some 
wrong  perpetrated  before  the  legislation  of  last 
year  could  be  touched.  That  legislation  was 
not  a mere  declaration  of  the  will  of  the  Legis- 
lature,— it  had  been  declared  and  acted  upon, 
and  the  parties  who  had  acted  upon  it  had,  in 
doing  so,  put  themselves  to  inconvenience  and 
pecuniary  loss.  If  the  question  were  presented 
for  the  first  time,  he  would  not  hesitate  for  a 
moment  resisting  the  passage  of  the  bill,  or,  if 
it  passed,  urging  such  amendments  as  would 
meet  the  views  of  those  who  were  now  petition- 
ing the  House,  and  prevent  t e Institution  from 
being  liable  to  anything  like  denominational  or 
sectarian  influences.  However,  now,  the  thing 
was  done — in  fact  consummated,  and  any  other 
course  than  that  he  felt  obliged  to  take  would  be 
inconsistent  with  the  very  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  legislation  as  well  as  justice. 

Mr.  Archibald  made  a few  remarks  which 
were  entirely  inaudible, 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  last  session  he  had  arisen 
and  asked  whether  it  had  not  been  proposed  to 
devote  the  funds  belonging  to  Dalhousie  to  the 
purposes  of  a Provincial  Museum,  and  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  (Mr,  Howe)  stated  in  reply 
that  he  had  found  on  looking  over  the  law  that 
these  funds  could  not -be  diverted  from  the  ori- 
ginal  design  for  which  they  were  intended- 
Subsequently  the  bill  passed  without  any  dis- 
cussion wharever.  He  thought  that  after  the 


legislation  of  last  year,  unanimous  as  it  was,  it 
would  be  a breach  of  fai  h on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  pass  the  resolution  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Annapolis.  If  he  were  a young  man  now 
seeking  his  education  he  would  put  aside  all 
sectarian  feelings  and  enter  the  portals  of  Dal- 
housie and  accept  with  gratitude  the  benefits  it 
offered  to  the  youth  of  all  sects  and  classes  of 
our  people. 

Mr.  Bill  was  of  opinion  that  the  present 
question  came  properly  within  the  purview  of 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  debate  was  then  adjourned  until  Tu  sday 
29  th  inst. 


Thursday,  March  24, 1884. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary,  from  the  Edu- 
cation Committee,  reported  a Biil  relating  to 
the  sale  of  school  lands  in  Horton  and  the  n- 
vestment  of  the  proceeds  for  Educational  pur- 
poses. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec.— By  command  laid  on  the 
table  a letter  of  Mr.  Hendry  referred  to  in  the 
report  of  the  Inspector  of  Mines,  relating  to  the 
inspection  of  mines.  Also,  a repo  t of  Professor 
Leslie  on  the  the  Glace  Bay  and  Cow  Bay  coal 
district  together  with  a map  of  survey.  He 
would  state  that  Professor  Leslie,  who  was  well 
known  as  a distinguished  Geologist  in  the  Uni- 
-ted  State-,  had  been  brought  on  here  by  private 
comp  nies,  who  had  placed  the  result  of  his  la- 
bors at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  As 
the  number  of  copies  which  had  been  printed 
of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Land  was  exhausted,  and  these  pap  rs  now  sub- 
mitted contained  valuable  information,  he  would 
move  that  a number  of  copies  of  both  be  printed 
for  circulation. 

Mr.  Bourinot  corroborated  what  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  had  said  as  to  the  professional 
standing  of  Professor  Leslie.  He  had  the  honor 
of  the  personal  acquaintance  of  th  -t  gentleman, 
and  knew  him  to  be  a man  of  large  scienti- 
fic attainments.  He  was  glad  that  these  re- 
ports were  to  be  printed  as  they  were  not 
merely  of  local  interest,  but  contained  valuable 
information  to  the  Province  generally,  It  was 
for  these  reasons  he  had  asked  for  the  produc- 
tion of  these  papers  a few  days  ago. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  also  laid  on  the 
table  correspondence  with  the  Admiralty  re- 
lating to  the  propriety  of  placing  a steam  fog 
horn  at  the  entrance  of  Halifax  harbour. 

The  amendment  of  the  Legislative  Council  to 
the  Education  Bill  was  taken  up.  This  amend- 
ment postpones  the  operation  of  the  Bill  un- 
til 1st  Nov,  After  some  discussi  n the  Hon. 
Prov.  Sec’y  moved  ffiatthe  1st  of  May  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  1st  of  November,  and  that  an 
addition  be  made  to  the  act  providing  t at  ex- 
isting engagements  be  not  interf  red  with,  and 
that  all  officers  remain  in  office  until  substituted 
by  this  act. 

Mr.  Churchill  presented  a petition  from 
Windsor  praying  an  alteration  in  the  lw  relating 
to  Commissioners  of  Streets.  He  also  introduced 
a bill  to  carry  out  the  object. 
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WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  usual  Light  duties  passed. 

Hon.  Finl  8ec'y  moved  th  ■ customary  ex- 
cise duties  with  the  exception  of  the  duty  on 
ale  and  porter  manufactured  m the  Province 
which  he  proposed  to  reduce  from  two  cents  per 
gallo  to  one.  He  said  that  his  object  was  to 
encourage  home  manufactures,  and  he  was  glad 
that  the  flattering  condition  of  the  revenues  en- 
abled him  to  propose  this  reduction. 

Mr.  Tobin  thought  that  it  was  hardly  worth 
while,  tor  the  sake  of  a cent  a gallon,  to  impose 
the  duty  at  all. 

Mr.  Archibald  could  see  no  reason  for  any 
distinction  between  ale  and  porter  and  tobacco. 
They  were  all  luxuries — not  necessaries,  and 
should  be  dealt  with  alike. 

Mr.  Prior  approved  of  the  reduction,  and 
would  be  glad  if  the  duty  were  taken  off  altoge- 
ther, as  he  thought  it  would  lead  the  people  to 
use  ale  and  porter  as  a beverage,  instead  of 
strong  drink  as  was  the  case  now. 

Mr.  Blanchard  thought  that  if  a reduction 
was  made  in  the  duty  upon  manufactured  le 
and  porter,  a proportionate  reduction  should  be 
made  in  favor  of  the  importer. 

Mr.  Killam  thought  it  unwise  to  alter  the 
present  system,  especially  as  there  were  no 
complaints  against  it. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  great  complaints  had 
been  made,  and  petitions  had  been  presented  to 
the  Government  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Tobin  explained  in  reference  to  the  duty 
on  le  f tobacco*  that  the  only  reason  why  it  was 
not  taxed  was  because  it  was  contained  in  the 
list  of  exemptions  under  the  reciprocity  treaty. 
Ta  France,  the  Government  .had  the  whole 
tobacco  trade  in  their  hands,  and  in  England  a 
very  heavy  duty  is  imposed  upon  it. 

Hon.  i rov.  Sec.  said  that  he  approved  of 
the  proposal  made  by  the  hon.  Finl.  Sec.,  as  it 
was  the  true  interest  of  every  Government  to 
foster  and  encourage  local  manufactures.  In 
Canada  the  tax  was  only  one  cent,  and  in  New 
Brunswick  there  was  none  at  all. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  rate  of  duties, 
as  it  now  stands,  affords  a protection  to  the 
home  brewer  over  the  importer,  of  four  cents 
per  gal. — if  the  proposed  reductions  were  made, 
it  would  amount  to  five  cents,  be  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  leave  the  duty  as  it  was. 

After  some  further  discussion  the  Finl.  Sec 
said  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  press  it,  if  there 
was  a disposition  against  it — and  so  the  duty 
was  passed  as  it  was  before. 

Hon  Finl.  Sec.  moved  that  the  duty  on 
wines  be  as  follows  : 

On  Hock,  Constantia,  Malmsey,  Catawba, 
Toquay,  Burgundy,  Hermitage,  Moselle  and 
Champagne  to  be  $2  50  per  dozen  of  five  bottles 
to  the  gallon. 

On  all  other  wines  in  bottles  $1  50  per  dozen 
of  five  bottles  to  the  gallon. 

Port,  Sherry  and  Madeira,  in  wood,  60  cents 
per  g lion. 

Ou  other  wines,  in  woo  l costing  £24stg.  and 
upwards,  per  pipe;  at  the  port  from  whence  last 
imported,  60  cents  per  gallon. 
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Other  wines,  in  wood,  costing  less  than  £25 
stg,  per  pipe  ; at  the  port  from  whence  last  im- 
port d 25  cents  per  gallon. 

Mr  Bourinot  said  that  he  begged  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject,  as  it  was 
one  familiar  to  him,  and  of  considerable  impor- 
tance. The  former  Government  had  adopted 
some  of  his  suggestions  and  the  present  Finan- 
cial Secretary  had  also  consulted  him  before 
submitting  the  present  Tariff  on  Win1  s. 

The  Tariff  of  last  year  was  partly  specific 
and  partly  ad  valorem..  He  had  recommended 
the  advalorem  instead  of  the  spe  ific  duties,  as 
he  thought  it  wise  to  adopt  the  policy  pursued 
in  Canada.  In  that  country  the  duty  upon  Fo- 
reign Wines  was  formerly  very  high,  but  of  late 
years  they  had  substituted  an  advalorem  duty 
of  20  per  cent  upon  all  Wines  instead  of  the  spe- 
cific duty  and  a tax  of  30  per  cent  upon  Brandy 
instead  of  the  very  high  duty  as  formerly. 
During  the  period  that  the  high  duties  were  in 
force,  there  was  no  direct  trade  between  that 
co  ntry  and  France,  but  since  the  lower  rate 
of  duties  had  been  adopted  a trade  had  sprung 
up  wh  ch  had  now  grown  into  considerable 
proportions.  He  mus'  not  be  understood  as 
speaking  in  the  interests  of  France,  for  Cana- 
da had  been  equally  benefitted,  inasmuch  as  lit 
had  been  the  means  of  introducing  her  shipping 
into  that  country. 

In  1860  when  the  Cobden  treaty  between 
England  and  France  was  arranged,  a great 
cry  was  raised  agdinst  it  on  the  ground  that 
the  revenue  would  be  sacrificed  by  the  re- 
duction of  the  duties  proposed  and  that 
the  people  could  never  be  reconciled  to  the 
use  of  French  ’Wines.  But  the  result  had  proved 
the  opposite  of  what  fad  been  antici- 
pated. These  light  wines  were  now  fast  coming 
in  general  use  in  England,  as  would  be  seen. 
For  the  four  years  ending  1860,  the  average 
importation  of  French  wines  wa3  785,111  gal- 
lons ; for  the  four  subsequent  years  the  average 
importation  has  reached  2,266,014  gallons — an 
increase  of  more  than  three  hundred  per  cent ! 
With  these  undeniable  facts  before  the  House,  it 
was  a matter  to  be  regretted  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  see  their  way  clear  to  introduce 
the  liberal  policy  which  had  been  found  of  so 
much  benefit  to  Canada  and  the  mother  country. 

He  was  met  by  the  objection  that  the  ad  valo- 
rem duty  was  more  open  to  fraud  than  the 
specific  one,  because  it  was  not  so  easy  to  dis- 
criminate the  qualities  under  the  former  as 
under  the  latter  system.  He  said  he  desired— and 
indeed  our  excise  department  should  have 
men  capable’ of  discrim mating  wines  as  mother 
countries,  instead  of  depending  chiefly,  as  is 
now  done,  on  the  importer.  It  had  been  said 
that  these  wines  were  only  used  by  the  rich,  $rad 
that  they  only  would  be  benefitted  by  a reduc- 
tion oi  the  duty,  but  this  was  a mistake.  It  was 
the  high  duty  only  that  prevented  them  from 
being  used  by  the  poorer  classes,  and  it  wa3  to 
bring  these  wines  within  their  reach,  and  induce 
them  to  use  them  as  a beverage,  that  he  sought 
the  reduction. 

The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  aga:n  ex- 
pressing bis  regret  that  an  advalorem  duty  was 
substituted  for  a specific.  He  would  not  make 
any  motion  in  the  matter — he  merely  wished  to 


17S 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


express  his  views, and  he  felt  that  the  time  would 
come  when  they  would  be  acknowledged  to  be 
sound  and  correct. 

Hon.  Ein.  Sec.  said  that  last  year  duty  had 
been  collected  on  only  1,024  gallons  of  wine,  pay- 
ing the  higher  rate  ofouties.  The  reason  of 
this  was  because  the  services  were  so  arranged 
as  to  bring  the  wines  in  under  the  lower  rate  of 
tariff,  the  difference  beiDg  made  up  by  charges, 
freight,  &c.  In  this  way  the  revenue  laws 
were  evaded  under  the  present  system,  arid  he 
was  convinced  that  if  the  suggestions  t rownout 
were  adopted,  the  result  would  be  a still  great- 
er loss  to  the  revenue.  *'  It  was  only  the  other 
day  that  he  saw  an  invoice  of  wines,  in  which 
the  cost  and  charges  amounted  to  50  per  cent, 
upon  the  original  cost  of  the  a tide — the  object 
being  to  get  the  wi  e in  under  a dutj-  of  40 
cents  per  gallon,  instead  of  80  cents  The  sub 
ject  was  he  admitted  attended  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, and  the  present  system  he  thought  was 
calculated  to  produce  great  fraud  upon  the  reve- 
nue, and  it  was  with  a view  to  remedy  this  evil 
as  far  as  possible,  that  the  pr.  posed  changes  in 
the  tariff  were  submitted. 

Mr.  Archibald  was  afraid  that  the  habits  of 
the  people  would  have  to  be  much  changed  be- 
fore t ey  could  be  induced  to  use  these  light 
wines  as  a beverage. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  approved  of  the  policy  of  the 
reduction  of  duties  upon  light  wines— and  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  m<#re  difficult  to  ac- 
custom the  people  of  this  Provin  e to  use  them 
as  a beverage  than  had  been  the  case  in  Eng- 
land. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  in  Russia,  whose  cli- 
mate assimilated  somewhat  to  ours,  the  light 
wines  of  France  were  in  general  use. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  the  foregoing 
subject— the  bon.  Finl.  Sec.  moved  that  Crude 
Salt  Petre  be  added  to  the  list  of  exemptions, 
which  passed. 

Mr.  Pryor  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the 
resolution  relat  ng  to  the  duty  on  Aie  and  Por- 
ter, as  he  thought  it  had  been  passed  under  a 
misapprehension. 

Mr.  Tobin  asked  to  have  the  petition  of  the 
Brewers  of  Halifax,  asking  for  a reduction  of  the 
duty,  read  by  the  Clerk. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Blanchard 
against  the  proposed  reduction,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Pryor  to  reconsider  was  lost  by  a large  ma- 
jority. 

Malt  was  added  to  the  list  of  exemptions 

Then  the  committee  adjourned. 

The  amendment  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  to  th  Usury  Law, — which  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  House  and  subsequently  returned 
by  the  Council  stating  that  they  still  adhered  to 
it— was  next  taken  u,>  and  discuss  d.  It  was 
finally  rejected  by  a vote  of  17  to  27. 

Mr.  Jas.'  McDonald  introduced  a bill  to 
amend  chap  82  R.  S.  in  reference  to  Pilots. 

Mr  Pryor,  as  chairman  of  city  Bills,  reported 
up  a bill  to  invest  certain  lands  in  the  Commis 

sioners  of  Poor.  

Saturday,  March  26. 

The  Revenue  Bills  were  reported  up  and 
passed  through  Committee. 

Mr.  Killam,  Mr.  Tobin,  Mr.  McFarlane,  and 
Other  gentlemen  suggested  the  propriety  of  do- 


ing away  with  the  collection  of  light  dues  in  the 
Strait  of  Canso ; but  it  was  stated  by  the  Fi- 
nancial Secretary  that  any  legislation,  just  now, 
would  be  injudicious  as  certain  negotiations 
were  in  progress  with  Prince  Edward  Island  in 
reference  to  this  question  which  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  benefit  to  this  Province. 

. The  Provincial  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  a 
desp  teh  from  the  Governor- General  detailing 
th  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Fleming  in  the 
Survey.  The  House  went  into  Committee,  and 
disc  issed  a bill  providing  for  st.ani  ferry,  Pictou 
harbour.  Some  gentlemen  considered  it  tended 
to  establish  a dangerous  monopoly,  inasmuch  as 
its  provisio  s extende  over  a period  of  20  years. 
It  was  finally  m dified  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  House  Fifteen  years  being  substituted  in- 
stead of  20. 

The  City  Bill  for  Funding  certain  money  ; 
the  Fruit  Growe  s’  Association  Bill,  and  the 
Albion  Mines  S vings’  Bank  also  passed.  A 
Bill  for  e sale  of  Soli  ol  Lands,  Yarmouth ; 
and  a Bi  1 to  establish  a Public  Cemetery,  Yar- 
mouth, sent  down  from  the  Council,  was  read  a 
first  time. 

The  Revised  ity  Bills  were  then  taken  up, 
and  a number  of  clauses  passed.  The  penalty 
of  .£50  against  persons  refusing  to  serve  as  Aider- 
men  was  lowered  to  £20. 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  at  11  o’clk. 

Monday,  March  28. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

The  Bouse  went  into  Committee  on  Bills  and 
took  up  a Bill  to  amend  the  law  relative  to  the  ex- 
portation of  goods,  and  drawbacks. 

Hon.  Finl  Bey.  said  that  a petition  had  been 
presented  to  the  House  from  the  merchants  of  the 
city  praying  to  alter  the  amount  upon  which 
drawbacks  are  avowed  from  $250  to  $125.  The 
clause  was  altered  accordingly 

SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

Hon  Atiy.  Genl  said  that  he  would  now  sub- 
mit an  amended  clause  which  he  proposed  to  sub- 
stitute for  the  14th  clause.  (This  is  the  clause 
which  refers  to  the  right  of  a contractor  for  the 
supply  of  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  army  to 
withdraw  the  same  from  the  warehouse  duty  free 
— and  which  provoked  some  discussion  in  the 
House  a short  time  since.) 

[£>Tbe  Atty  Gen.  read  the  amended  clause,  which 
removes  all  ambiguity  on  the  subject,  and  gives  the 
contractor  the  right  (under  certain  guards  and  re- 
strictions to  prevent  fraud  upon  the  revenue,)  to 
remove  the  artic  es  required  from  the  warehouse 
for  the  use  of  the  troops,  duty  free.  The  hon.. 
gentleman  explained  that  this  amendment  was  not 
designed  for  the  benefit  of  the  contractor,  for  if 
the  exemption  was  not  granted,  the  amount  of 
his  tender  would  be  proportionately  increased  so 
as  to  cover  the  extra  cost,  and  thus  the  British 
Government  would  in  reality  have  to  pay  the  dif- 
ference. He  had  made  enquiries  as  to  the  mode 
pursued  by  the  military  au thorites  to  guard  against 
the  articlea,being  improperly  used,  and  he  found 
that  the  system  was  so  perfect  as  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  fraud  being  practised 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  the  injustice  he  com- 
plained of  at  the  time  w&s,  that  while  the  general 
impression  was  that  these  articles  were  subject  to 
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tbe  same  duties  as  other  goods,  and  the  other  con- 
tractors tendered  under  that  impression,  Mr.  Co-, 
lahan  went  to  Mr.  Bioney,  and  having  bem  told 
by  him  that  these  could  be  drawn  out  of  the  ware- 
house duty  free,  he  tendered  accordingly,  and 
thus  had  an  advantage  over  the  others.  He  had 
nothing  to  say  against  Her  Majesty  being  allowed 
to  import  articles  for  the  use  of  the  troops  duty 
free,  but  what  he  was  afraid  of  was,  that  by  con- 
nivance between  the  contractor  and  tbe  messman, 
fraud  would  be  practised  upon  the  revenue. 

After  some  further  remarks,  the  clause  passed. 

On  the  reading  of  the  clause  allowing  officers 
of  Her  Majesty’s  navy  to  obtain  their  wines  free 
of  duty, 

Mr.  Lqngley  opposed  it,  and  moved  that  the 
clause  be  struck  out. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  said  that  this  was  not  the 
time  to  discuss  the  question  of  temperance.  The 
question  of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  was  one  that  should  b"!  discussed 
upon  its  own  merits,  and  was  not  now  legitimate- 
ly before  the  House.  So  long  as  tbe  Isw  allowed 
the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  the  House  bad  no 
right  to  prevent  any  portion  of  Her  Majesty’s 
subjects  from  using  them.  The  question  for  dh- 
cueaion  was  simply  whether  the  officers  of  Her 
Majesty’s  navy  were  to  receive  at  our  hands  the 
same  privileges  which  they  enjoyed  in  England, 
and  in  every  other  part  of  Her  Majesty’s  domi- 
nions. He  intended,  after  this  clause  passed,  to 
move  a similar  drawback  upon  the  wines  used  by 
the  officers  of  the  garrison.—  and  he  did  @o  after 
serious  deliberation  and  under  a full  conviction 
that  he  was  acting  upon  sound  principle  in  thus 
extending  to  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  an 
exemption  which,  from  long  usage,  they  looked 
upon  as  a matter  of  right. 

• Mr.  Longley  regretted  extremely  that  he  was 
obliged  to  differ  from  his  hon.  colleague,  but  he 
felt  that  he  could  not  consistently  with  his  prin- 
ciples, silently  acquiesce  in  the  views  he  (Atty. 
Genl.)  had  just  pro  founded,  which  were  not  such 
as  would  commend  themselves  to  fhe . judgment  of 
temperance  men.  He  admitted  the  difficulty  of 
legislating  consistently  upon  temperance  princi 
pies,  but  he  thought  it  behoved  every  temperance 
man,  as  far  as  possible,  to  preserve  his  consist- 
ency. Tbe  mere  fact  of  taking  revenue  at  all  from 
the  importation  of  spirituous  liquors  w&s  contrary 
to  temperance  principles,  but  that  was  very  differ- 
ent from  allowing  a Class  of  persons  to  be  relieved 
from  paying  the  duties  which  others  had  to  pay, 
and  thus  enabling  them  to  drit  k wine  at  a cheap- 
er rate  th.cn  anybody  else.  He  could  see  no  reason 
why  the  officers  cf  the  garrison  should  be  put 
upon  a different  footing  from  anybody  else — if 
they  wanted  to  drink  their  wince,  they  should  pay 
for  them,  the  same  as  anybody  else— and  not  put 
the  Province  to  a loss  of  £4  or  £500  a year.  The 
hon.  geDtlemav  concluded  by  saying  that  as  long 
as  he  held  a seat  in  the  House  he  would  raise  his 
voice  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  he 
could  not  allow  this  vote  to  p*ss  without  expressing 
his  disapproval  of  it.  After  some  further  discus- 
sion Mr.  Longley’s  motion  was  lost— and  the 
clause  introduced  by  the  Attorney  General  passed. 

Hon.  Atty  Genl.  in  moving  the  drawback 
upon  the  officers  wines— recapitulated  the  reasons 


for  doing  sc — being  the  same  as  he  had  previously 
given  for  moving  the  exemption  for  the  navy. 

After  a desultory  discussion  the  clause  passed 
without  a division,  with  the  understanding  that 
a division  would  be  taken  on  the  third  reading. 

The  Bill  then  passed  and  the  Committee  ad- 
journed. 

Unloa  of  the  Colonies. 

Dr.  Tupper  said  : — I would  shrink  very  much 
sir,  from  the  task  which  has  been  imposed  upon 
me  of  moving  the  resolution  which  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  government  to  submit  to  this 
House,  respecting  the  union  of  the  maritime 
Colonies,  if  it  were  not  that  I am  aware  of  the 
enlightened  and  patriotic  spirit  in  which  that 
question  has  up  to  the  present  time  been  enter- 
tained, I am  happy  to  say,  not  only  in  this  Pro- 
vince but  in  all  the  Provinces  interested.  Not- 
withstanding it  has  been  our  misfortune  in 
these  Colonies  to  have  party  spirit  animating 
perhaps  in  an  undue  degree  the  public  sentiment 
of  the  country  on  various  questions  of  material 
importance  to  the  Province,  the  question  of  a 
union  of  the  Colonies  is  one  that  I am  proud  to 
know  has  been  kept  separate  and  distinct  from 
party  controversy.  It  has  been  dealt  with  from 
time  to  time  by  gentlemen  identified  with  and 
forming  portions  of  both  the  great  parties  into 
which  this  Province  has  been  divided,  and 
I believe  on  every  occasion  it  has  met 
with  the  generous  co-operation  of  whoever 
formed  the  opposition,  who  have  invariably 
united  with  the  Government  of  the  day  in  deal* 
icg  with  this  as  a question  of  such  magnitude 
and  importance  as  required  that  it  should  not 
be  allowed  to  mix  up  in  any  party  conflict  that 
might  be  on  other  matters  occupying  the  public 
mind.  I do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
before  you  the  subject  of  the  Union  of  the  Mari- 
time Provinces,  but  rather  to  propose  to  you 
their  re  union  It  is  well  known,  sir,  that  in  the 
year  1768  the  Province  of  P.  E.  Island  was  an- 
nexed to  Nova  Sootia,  which  therefore  comprised 
not  only  that  which  now  belongs  to  it,  but  also 
embraced  within  its  limits  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick,  so  that  at  that  period,  and  down  to 
1771,  when  the  island  of  St.  John  or  Prince  Ed- 
ward became  a separate  and  distinct  government, 
these  three  provinces  formed  one  Govt,  and  one 
Province.  In  1784  the  Province  of  N.  Brunswick 
was  separated  from  this  Province,  and  from  that 
period  down  to  the  present  time  we  have  formed 
three  distinct  governments.  Now,  the  inquiry  will 
naturally  present  itself  to  this  House  why  'once 
united  in  a compact  whole  that  separation  should 
have  taken  place.  It  cuay  naturally  be  supposed 
that  the  reasons  which  involved  that  separation 
exist  at  the  present  day,  and  indicate  the  impro- 
propriety  of  again  attempting  the  reunion.  But 
I believe  at  the  time  the  separation  took  place 
between  the  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Nova  Scotia,  the  latter  became  a separate  and 
distinct  government,  the  reasons  were  distinctly 
set  forth  as  arising  from  the  great  difficulty  of 
inter-communication  between  the  different  see* 
tions  of  he  courtry.  With  the  present  improved 
means  of  intercourse,  with  the  introduction  of 
steamers  and  railways,  and  other  facilities  that 
no  i?  ex'st  for  speedy  communication,  this  diffi- 
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cnlty  has  been  entirely  removed;  and  the  most 
remote  part  of  New  Brunswick  can  communicate 
with  the  most  distant  portion  of  Nova  Scotia  with 
much  greater  facility  than  an  the  time  this  sepa- 
ration took  place,  the  different  sections  of  these 
two  Provinces  could  communicate  with  any  cen- 
tral point.  It  is  very  well  known  that  in  the 
Province  of  Canada,  where  there  is  an  area  of 
331,000  square  miles,  no  difficulty  whatever  is 
found  in  communicating  with  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, wherever  it  may  be.  The  House  is  also 
well  aware  that  from  time  to  time  many  reasons 
have  exhibited  themselves  as  pointing  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  Intercolonial  Union.  The  subject  is 
not  a new  one;  it  has  engaged  before  I had  the 
honour  of  a seat  in  the  House,  the  attention  and 
deliberation  of  this  body.  It  has  been  discussed 
in  Canada,  and,  more  or  less,  as  a public  ques- 
tion in  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward 
Island.  The  proposal  which  was  made  and  ad- 
vocated with  such  singular  ability  by  my  bon. 
friend  the  leader  of  the  present  Government  seve- 
ral years  ago,  in  this  Legislature,  was  for  a Legis- 
lative Union  of  the  whole  British  American  Pro- 
vinces—that  is,  uniting  the  Canadas  with  these 
maritime  provinces.  On  that  occasion  the  whole 
subject  of  a Union  of  the  Colonies  was  so  fully 
and  ably  discussed  by  the  leading  minds  of  both 
sides  in  this  Legislature  as  to  render  it  unneces- 
sary that  any  great  amount  of  attention  or  time 
should  be  occupied  in  going  over  the  grounds 
which  have  been  already  so  ably  detailed.  But 
difficulties  have  been  found — and  I may  say  in- 
separable difficulties— in  grappling  with  that 
which  so  many  of  the  ablest  minds  in  this  coun- 
try have  advocated  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject. The  union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  with 
Canada  has  hitherto  presented  insurmountable 
obstacles.  I had  the  pleasure  during  the  past 
year  of  visiting  Canada,  and  conferring  frequently 
and  at  considerable  length  upon  the  question  with 
public  men  from  all  parts  of  that  Province,  and  ga« 
thering  to  a 1 arge  extent  views  not  only  of  its  public 
men,  but  of  its  people.  I may  state  to  the  House 
that  the  result  of  these  conversations  and  of  the  in- 
formation which  I was  enabled  to  obtain  has  con- 
vinced me  that  for  many  years  it  would  be  quite 
impracticable  to  obtain  the  larger  union.  In 
Upper  Canada  there  is  a decided  disinclination  to 
a Union  with  the  Maratime  Provinces,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rivalry  which  exists  between  the 
two  sections  in  which  that  colony  is  divided.— 
At  the  time  the  union  between  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada  was  consummated,  I believe  that  which 
has  since  proved  a serious,  if  not  fatal,  mistake 
in  the  arrangement  then  .made,  took  place  At 
that  time  Lower  Canada  largely  outnumbered  in 
population  Upper  Canada;  and  in  order  to  meet 
the  difficulties  that  presented  themselves  in  the 
way  of  the  Union,  it  was  agreed  that  both  these 
Provinces,  then  independent  and  distinct  govern 
ments  should  be  united  upon  the  basis  that  al- 
though they  differed  largely  in  point  of  popula- 
tion, yet  each  Province  should  send  an  equal 
number  of  representatives  to  the  United  Parlia* 
meat.  That  has  been  found,  1 believe,  a most 
serious,  if  not  fatal  difficulty,  in  the  government 
of  Canada.  The  Upper  Province  has  increased 
its  population  in  a much  greater  ratio  than  the 


lower  spetion,  until  it  now  outnumbers  it  very 
considerably,  and  being  numerically  stronger 
now,  demands  in  the  most  determined  manner 
that  Canada  West  shall  have  a representation  in 
proportion  to  the  population  which  it  contains. 
This  proposal  is  resented  on  the  other  hand  as  a 
breach  of  the  contract  on  which  they  were  united. 

It  is  contended  that  as  Lower  Canada  yielded  the 
increased  representation  to  wlrch  she  was  en- 
titled at  the  time  of  the  union,  Upper  Canada 
cannot  new  lay  claim  to  the  adoption  of  the  prin- 
ciple she  advocates.  Every  person  knows  that 
other  difficulties  have  prevented  the  union  cf  the 
Canadas  being  attended  with  the  beneficial  re- 
sults which  otherwi  e might  have  resulted  from 
it.  These  two  countries,  now  united  under  one 
government,  are  not  only  in  antagonism  upon 
this  question  of  “ Representation  by  Population” 
but  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  blend  them 
as  they  could  have  been  blended,  had  they  not 
been  separated  as  they  are  by  race,  language,  laws 
and  religion.  The  consequence  has  been,  as  this 
House  very  well  knows,  that  government 
has  become  almost  impossible  in  Canada 
in  consequence  of  the  jealousy  and  rivalry 
existing  between  the  two  sections,  united  as  they 
are  under  one  government  but  separated  by  those 
separate  and  different  institutions  which  obtain 
in  the  two  Provinces.  Under  these  circumstances 
Upper  Canada  looks  with  jealousy  and  distrust  up- 
on any  union  with  the  maritime  Provinces  as  one 
which  would  place  in  connection  with  the  Lower 
Canadian  influence  in  the  government  of  the 
Province  a large  section  of  country  which  would 
be  ideu  ified  in  interest  with  the  Lower  Province 
ia  consequence  of  its  geographical  position.  On 
the  other  hand  the  inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada 
look  with  equal  distrust  upon  a union  with  thef 
maritime  Provinces  as  one  which  would  tjjrow 
a large  population  homogeneous  with  that  of 
Western  Canada  to  a very  great  extent  into  the 
scale,  and  perhaps  render  Abe  influences  which 
operate  so  largely  in  Canada  East  less  potent 
than  they  now  are.  There  is  consequently, 

I am  satisfied,  such  a dig  inclination  on 
the  part  of  these  two  great  sections  in  which  the 
government  of  Canada  is  divided  as  to  render  it 
quite  impracticable  to  discuss,  except  as  a theory 
for  the  future,  a union  of  Canada  with  the  mari- 
time Provinces.  But  I am  satisfied  that  whilst  the 
financial  condition  of  affaire  has  been  such  as  it 
has  been  for  years  in  Canada—the  deficit  now 
between  the . Expenditure  and  Revenue  being 
more  than  a million  of  dollars— these  maritime 
Provinces  would  look  very  doubtfully  upon  a 
proposal  which  was  to  unite  them  with  a country 
that  is  placed  in  a position  of  such  financial  em- 
barrassment. I think  therefore  we  may  put 
aside,  for  the  present  at  all  events,  the  greater 
question  which  has  engaged  the  attention 
of  public  men  ia  this  and  the  other  Provinces  in 
British  America  in'coonection  with  this  subject. 
Whilst  I believe  that  the  Union  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces  and  Canada— of  all  British  North 
America — under  one  Government,  would  be  de- 
sirable if  it  wore  practicable, — I believe  that 
tc  be  a questioh  which  far  transcends  in  its 
difficulties  the  power  of  any  human  advocacy  to 
accomplish,  I am  not  insensible  to  the  feeling 
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that  the  time  may  not  be  far  distant  when  events 
which  are  far  more  powerful  than  any  human 
ad'oeacy  may  place  British  America  in  a position 
to  lender  a union  into  one  compact  whole — may 
not  (nly  render  such  a union  practicable  but  ab- 
solutely necessary.  I need  hardly  toll  you  that 
cort  guoug  to  U3  there  is  a great  Power,  with 
wrom  the  prevailing  sentiment  has  long  b,en: — 

‘ No  pont  up  Utica  contracts  our  powers, 

For  the  whole  boundless  continent  is  ours  ” 

TICs  has  long  been  the  fuudamentil  principle 
which  has  animated  the  Republic  of  America. — 

I believe  whilst  that  sentiment  of  extended  domi- 
nion has  animated  the  minds  of  the  statesmen 
and  a large  proportion  of  the  population  of  the 
United  Siates,  they  have  been,  owing  fro  the  pecu- 
liar condition  of  that  county,  prevented  from 
giving  that  scope  and  development  to  that  prin- 
ciple which  otherwise  might  have  been  attempt- 
ed. Every  person  knows  th*at  the  republic 
of  America  has  been  divided  into  two  great  sec- 
tions— i slave  holding  and  an  anti  slavery  coun- 
try; and  we  know  that  for  many  yens  the  most 
eztrenie  rivalry  and  jealousy  existed  between 
tnese  two  sections  Now,  I consider  the  reason 
why  no  attempt  up  to  the  present  day  has  bean 
made  to  acquire  possession  of  British  North  Ame- 
rica on  the  part  of  the  United  States  is  to  a large 
extent  dependent  upon  the  fact  that  whilst  the 
Northern  States  would  have  been  glad  to  have  had 
a population  to  a large  extent  homogeneous  with 
their  own  and  holding  sentiments  identical  with 
theirs  on  the  slavery  question,  yet  they  have 
been  prevented  from  taking  any  step  towards 
their  acquisition  in  eoneequeuce  of  the  opposition 
that  would  be  given  by  the  Southern  States, 
which  have  wielded  a large  and  influential  power  1 
in  the  government.  The  South  naturally  would  j 
never  have  consented  to  see  the  anti  si  .very  ele-  / 
ment  increased  and  rendered  so  powerful  it 
must  ha>ve  been  by  the  connection  of  British 
North  Ameriq^  with  the  Sta'es.  But  now  we 
know  a great  infernal  convulsion  is  going  on  in 
that  country,  and  we  would  be  blind  to  our  own 
interests  if  we  concealed  from  ourselves  the  con- 
sideration of  questions  which  may  be  involved  in 
tho  issue  of  that  struggle.  Every  person  knows 
that  from  one  cause  and  another  the  feeling  of 
the  Northern  States  is  antagonistic  to  a very  ex- 
tended degree,  if  not  hostile,  to  British  interests. 

In  consequence  of  the  attitude  which  Great  Bri- 
tain has  assumed,  the  Southern  States  also  feel 
themselves  aggrieved;  and  therefore  I believe 
the  conflict  that  is  now  going  on  has  produced  a 
feeling  on  the  part  of  both  North  and  South 
which  must  be  necessarily  fraught  with  danger 
to  the  peace  of  British  North  America.  Let 
theissue  of  this  grest  straggle — and  it  is  not  %c 
rue  to  intimate  or  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  what 
it  may  be  - terminate  in  the  reunion  of  North 
and  South,  wb&t  will  be  the  result  upon  our- 
selves? We  shall  see  the  North  excited  and  ex- 
asperated by  the  hostile  sentiments  so  generally 
expressed  by  the  Press  of  British  America 
— united  to  the  South  would  themselves 
deeply  injured  by  the  refusal  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government  to  . recognize  them,  and 
by  the  belief  that  they  are  compelled 
in  conseque:  ce  not  only  to  grapple  with  the 
North,  but  to  engage  as  it  were  in  a contest 


against  the  world  In  defence  of  what  they  believe 
to  be  their  liberties.  It  must  be  apparent  that 
if  this  war  were  to  terminate  to-morrow  in  peace, 
their  normal  condition  is  entirely  changed  since 
commencement.  Whilst  they  had  compara- 
ely  no  standing  army  formerly,  they  would 
come  out  of  this  war  with  a force  of  the  greatest 
magnitude,  and  a body  which  it  is  difficult  to 
dispose  of  satisfactorily  after  their  attention  has 
been  turned  to  warlike  pursuits.  Assuming 
that  the  extinction  of  slavery  were  the  result,  and 
the  re-union  take  place,  it  is  net  unlikely  that 
those  arms  which  are  being  fiercely  directed  in 
hostile  conflict  against  each  other,  v/ou'd  then  be 
combined  with  a view  to  the  attainment  of  uni- 
versal dominion  on  this  continent.  Ou  the  other 
band  let  the  issue  of  this  great  struggle  befthe 
independence  of  the  Southern  States,  and  what 
will  be  the  result  ? The  Northern  States  will  re- 
main a great  and  formidable  power,  possessing 
an.  immense  army — and  we  will  find  the  senti- 
ment of  that  country  embittered  by  the  feelings 
that  h&ve  been  exhibited  by  British  North  Ame« 
rica,  whilst  she  would  be  relieved  from  the 
difficulty  that  has  hhherfo  prevented  her  from 
making  any  attempt  to  acquire  these  Colonies, 
Relieved  from. the  Southern  States  her  attention 
would  be  naturally  fumed  to  this  country  where 
the  territory  she  had  lost  in  the  South  might  to 
some  extent  be  made  up — a country  possessing 
extent  of  resources,  which  would  render  it  an 
acquisition  of  the  greatest  importance  and  restore 
the  Northern  S\ates,  if  acquired,  largely  to  the 
position  they  occupied  before  the  separation  oc- 
curred. 

The  House  will  see  that  if  the  subject  of  a 
union  with  Canada  were  even  in  eontempladon, 
no  wiser  step  could  take  place  than  the  union  of 
the  Maritime  Provinces  in  xhe  first  instance. 
Hostile  as  I believe  the  sentiment  of  Canada  s 
at  the  present  time  to  a union  with  the  Mara- 
time  Provinces,  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
it  will  be  for  the  interest  of  both  to  unite,  and 
Canada  will,  I have  no  doubt,  seek  in  that  union 
the  solution  of  those  difficulties  that  are  now 
found  insuperable  in  the  government  of  the 
country.  These  Provinces,  I am  prop  : to  know, 
would  present  a sufficient  area,  population  and 
resources  to  exercise  no  small  amount  of  influ- 
ence in  the  scale  between  the  two  sections  in 
which, Canada  is  divided.  They  would  find  in 
Khe  Maratime  Provinces  that  which  they  seek  for 
in  vain  in  their  own  country — that  is,  a united 
people — divided  by  no  sectional  antagonism  and 
embarassing  by  no  separate  system  of  jurispru- 
dence. They  would  find  a country  in  which  civil 
and  religious  liberty  is  enjoyed  by  all,  and  in 
which  I am  happy  to  know  there  exists  no  hos- 
tility between  different  races  or  religions.  We 
would  present  a country  to  their  view  that  might 
be  united  on  a common  bond  of  Union  with  Ca- 
nada— a union  which  is  essential  to  the  solution 
of  the  difficulties  that  now  divide  the  two  great 
sec  ions  of  that  Province.  This  union  when  re- 
quired will  be,  as  I have  said,  more  easy  of  ac- 
complishment when  these  maritime  Provinces 
are  united  than  at  present. 

Looking,  then,  at  tbe  position  which  this 
.question,  occupies,  I think  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
the  time  may  not  be  remote  when  circumstances 
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may  accomplish  that  which,  as  I said  before, 
apart  from  the  influence  of  powerful  even's,  no 
human  advocacy  at  the  present  time  maybe 
able  to  grapple  with.  But,  in  the  meantime, 
public  attention  has  been  '/burned  aw.-iy  rather 
from  the  greater,  or  union  of  Brifhh  North  Ame- 
rica, and  a union  of  the  maritime  provinces  un- 
der one  Legislature  demands  our  consideration. 
The  attention  of  these  Maritime  Provinc  s,  not  of 
one  party,  not  of  the  public  men  simply,  but  of 
the  people  of  these  colonies,  has  been  turned  to 
the  practical  question  whether  the  time  has  not 
arrived  when  they  ought  to  consider  the  proprie- 
ty of  uniting  under  one  legislature  and  one  gov- 
ernment. This  question  has  been  submitted  to 
the  British  Government,  and  they  have  expres* 
sed  their  acquiescence  in  this  matter  be:ng  dealt 
with  in  such  a manner  as  will  meet  the  views 
and  suit  the  public  interests  of  the  Provinces 
themselves.  Being,  therefore,  in  an  attitude  to 
deal  with  it,  the  Government  thought  it  proper 
to  tike  action  in  the  matter,  and  proposed  to  the 
Governments  of  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Ed- 
ward’s Island  that  the  subject  should  be  brought 
under  ihe  purview  of  their  Legislatures.  I am 
happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  ?ke  sentiment  of  the 
Government  of  Nesf  Brunswick  entirely  concurs 
with  ?hat  of  the  Government  of  this  Province,  as 
I believe  the  sentiment  of  her  public  men  and 
people  generally  coincides  with  that  of  our  peo* 
pie  ; and  I expect  that  at  this  very  hour  a resolu- 
tion couched  in  precisely  the  same  terms  as  the 
one  which  I am  about  to  move,  will  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Legislatures  of  the  adjoining  Province 
for  their  consideration,  and  I trust  with  a satis- 
factory result.  We  have  not  heard  definitely 
from  the  Government  of  Prince  Edward  I-land, 
but  in  the  speech  delivered  by  Hie  Excellency  at 
the  opening  of  the  1 egislature  on  the  16  h lust., 
he  communicated^to  the  House  that  be  was  in 
correspondence  whh  the  Government  of  this 
Piovinoe,  and  that  it  should  be  laid  before  them; 
and  from  interviews  which  I have  had  the  plea- 
sure of  enjoying  with  several  leading  men  con- 
nected with  the  Government  of  the  Island,  I am 
not  without  hope  that  the  same  consideration 
which  that  measure  will  obtain  in  this  House, 
and  thes^me  result  will  ve  arrived  at  in  common 
with  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick. 

This  subject  hss  been  so  ably  dealt  with  by 
the  Press  of  this  and  the  adjoining  Province  and 
the  public  mind  seems  to  have  been  so  well 
formed  on  this  question,  as  to  render  it  unneces- 
sary to  detain  the  House  with,  any  lengthened 
remarks  on  the  advantages  of  this  Union;  but  I 
may  glance  briefly  at  a few  features  that  are 
worthy  of  passing  comment.  In  the  fi  st  place 
it  is  known  that  the  three  Provinces  whose  inter- 
ests are  identical,  whose  commerce  is  of  the  same 
description  whose  climate  and  population  and  re- 
sources are  of  the  same  character,  owing  their 
fealty  to  the  same  head,  governed  by  the  same 
institutions,  are  in  antagonism  to  each  other  on 
a number  of  questions  upon  which  it  is  impossi- 
ble such  antagonism  could  exist  without  a very 
great  injury  to  each  other.  We  are  divided  by 
hostile  tariffs — we  have  each  our  custom  houses 
erected  as  barriers  against  intercourse  with  each 
other.  In  the  second  place  it  is  known  that  our 


currencies  are  as  diverse  as  it  is  possible  they 
can  be.  Our  Post  Office  affairs  are  regulated  by 
distinct  heads;  and  thus  the  very  channels  of 
free  intercourse  between  the  different  Provinces 
are  subject  to  different  arrangements.  Then 
there  istbe  education  these  Provinces.  Who  can 
doubt  that  if  these  three  Provinces  are  united  it 
would  give  an  impulse  to  the  great  question  of 
education  which  must  be  attended  with  the  most 
satisfactory  results  ? It  is  known  that  all  attempts 
to  establish  free  trade  between  these  Provinces 
have  entirely  failed  for  the  want  of  this  Union. 
The  most  determined  efforts  were  made  by  the 
late  government  as  well  as  their  predecessors  to 
establish  the  principle  of  free  trade  & commercial 
intercoursehetween  the  three  Provinces  as  well  as 
Canada,  but  an  insuperable  barrier  at  once  pre- 
sented itself.  The  British  Government  have  de- 
cided that  this  principle  cannot  be  carried  out 
except  between  PVovirces  which  possess  a com- 
mon tariff;  and  the  efforts  which  were  made  by 
the  late  government  in  common  with  that  of 
New  Brunswick,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplish- 
ing a uniform  tariff,  entirely  failed  for  this  rea- 
son— that  the  principle  upon  which  tariffs  are 
formed  is  to  meet  the  existing  necessities  of  the 
country  If  you  have  two  governments  you  have 
two  systems  to  meet,  and  what  is  the  necessity 
of  one  may  not  be  that  of  the  othe*.  The  tariff 
require?  to  be  proportioned  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  country;  and  therefore  when  it  was  attempt- 
ed to  assimilate  the  tariffs,  it  necessarily  failed 
because  the  expenditure  differed. 

I need  hardly  tell  the  House  that  the  credit  ot 
the  country  must  be  largely  raised  by  the  un  on. 
You  would  then  have  a country  possessing  an. 
area,  a population,  and  a revenue,  that  would 
attract  attentio  abroad  Instead  of.  being  ab- 
sorbed in  the  consideration  of  the  world  with 
Canada,  these  Provinces  would  be  looked  upon 
as  a distinct  country  The  area  of  Nova  Scotia  is 
but  18,000  square  miles,  New  Brunswick  27  000, 
Prince  Edward  Island  a little  over  2,000  ; but 
united  they  would  present  an  area  of  something 
li  e 50,000  square  miles— an  extent  of  territory 
which,  when  presented  to  the  eye  of  European 
statesmen  who  are  familiar  with  the  limited 
extent  of  many  states  in  Europe,  would  attract 
a degree  of  consideration  and  attention  which  it 
is  impossible  for  these  Provinces,  in  their  present 
iso’ated  state,  to  command. 

The  hon  gentleman  then  gave  other  statistics 
on  the  subject  He  showed  that  united  the 
Provinces  would  present  a population  of  over 
half  a million  ; wish  a revenue  of  something  like 
two  and  a quarter  millions  of  dollars.  He  then 
continued. 

$,(  The  hon.  gentleman  then  called  attention  to 
the  returns  of  Shipping  belonging  to  these  Pro- 
vinces. The  whole  of  these  Provinces,  with  a ra- 
pidly increasing  population  of  nearly  700,000, 
wou  d possess  over  half  a million  tons  of  ship- 
ping. The  exports  would  amount  in  the  aggre- 
gregate  to  $'1,316  456,  whilst  the  imports  would 
reach  to  $17,715,716  He  then  continued  : — ) 

I have  called  attention,  Sir,  to  these  figures  t© 
show  that  these  Provinces  would  possess  an 
area,  population  and  resources  that  must  com- 
mand respect  abroad  which  it  is  imp  ssible  to 
expect  whilst  we  remain  disunited  as  at  preset. 
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Every  person  knows  that  we  are  all  borrowers 
in  the  mon  y market  of  England,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  union  upon  the  credit  of  the 
whole  cannot  fail  to  be  perceived  by  this  House. 

I am  satisfied  that  looking  to  Emigration,  to 
the  elevation  of  public  credit,  to  the  elevation  of 
public  sentiment  which  must  arise  from  enlarg- 
ing the  sphere  of  action,  the  interests  of  these 
Provinces  require  that  th  y should  be  uni 
ted  under  one.  Government  and  Legislature. 
It  would  tend  to  decrease  the  personal  element 
in  our  political  discussions,  a d to  rest  the 
claims  of  our  public  men  more  upon  the  advo.- 
cacy  of  public  question  than  is  possible  at  the 
present  moment  whilst  these  colonies  are  so  Ji- 
mited  in  extent  We  have  only  to  look  to 
Prince  Edward  Island  to  find  that  political  Gif 
ferences  are  expanded,  political  acrimony  en- 
gendered, and  the  difficulty  of  government  in 
creased,  ju3t  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  size  of  the 
country,  and  that  when  you  increase  the  •<■  re  a 
of  the  country  you  decrease  the  fpolitical  acri- 
mony and  difference  of  opinion  that  are  calcu- 
lated to  place  one  section  in  such  antagonism 
to  the  other  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  ad- 
vance measures  of  public  improvement,  lam 
happy  to  know,  Sir,  that  there  was  never  a time 
m our  political  history  when  the  feeling  of  pub 
lie  men  in  regard  to  great  questions  was  mo  e 
harmonious  than  at  present,  and  I am  unwilling 
t®  admit  that  this  is  owing  less  to  the  large 
preponderance  of  public  sentiment  exhibited  by 
the  people  than  to  the  moderation  and  candour 
that  the  leading  gentlemen  composing  th&  Op- 
position have  exhibited  in  the  discussion  of  pub- 
lic questions. 

There  is  also  the  question  of  common  defence, 
which  must  be  manifestly  advanced  by  the  union 
that  is  proposed.  Here  we  would  be  placed  in 
a position  to  take  measures  for  our  common 
defence  far  in  advance  oi  anything  that  we  can 
do  whilst  separate  and  distinct — measures  which 
may  be  necessary  in  order  to  preserve  not  only  our 
hearihstones  and  our  homes,  but  also  that  con- 
nection with  the  parent  state  which  we  all  b - 
lieve  it  is  for  our  advantage,  as  it  is  our  pride, 
should  be  continued. 

(The  hon.  gentleman  then  turned  o the  Ex- 
penditures of  the  Provinces,  and  showed  that  it 
would  be  largely  decreased  by  a union.  The 
total  number  of  members  of  assembly  was  121, 
whilst  the  v.  hole  Province  of  Canada,  witu  a 
population  of  two  and  a half  millions,  had  but 
130  The  Legislative  Council  of  these  Provin- 
ces presented  an  aggregate  of  51,  whilst  Canada 
had  but  70 ,) 

I am  not  aware,  sir,  of  any  diffic  dties  that 
would  arise  from  the  consummation  of  this 
union  I do  not  believe,  looking  at  the  character 
of  the  two  Provinces,  any  antagonism  would  arise 
such  as  has  arisen  in  Canada.  We  have  mainly 
one  language — one  race,  and  fortunat  ly  we  are 
not  divided  to  any  extent  by  religious  antagon- 
ism and  therefore  all  those  elements  of  discord 
that  obtain  in  Canada,  together  with  the  ques- 
tion of  “ Representation  by  Population* 
would  be  entirely  absent.  But  it  would 
be  premature  in  me  to  undertake  to  con- 
sider the  difficulties  that  might  arise  in  the 
consummation  of  this  union  on  the  present 
occasion,  for  I feel  that  is  a ques  ion  which 


would,  under  the  Resolution  I am  about  to 
move,  fall  under  the  purview  of  the  Delegates 
and  the  several  Legislatures  that  would  be  cal- 
led to  pass  upon  the  subject.  Something  has 
be  n said  about  the  jealousy  existing  between 
Halifax  and  St.  John.  I believe  nature  has  giv- 
en advantages  and  of  such  a diverse  character  to 
St.  John  and  Halifax  respectively,  as  to  prevent 
any  such  antagonism  a ising  There  is  no  le^ 
gislation  that  could  ever  pass  this  House  or  the 
Parliament  of  the  whole  of  these  Provinces,  if 
reunited,  that  could  take  away  from  the  harbour 
of  Halifax  the  position  which  it  enjoys  as  being 
the  great  point  of  communication  between  the 
old  and  the  new  world.  There  is,  on  the  other 
hand,  no  legislation  that  could  ever  pass  the 
Unbred  Parliament,  or  the  Legislature  of  any 
one,  that  could  take  from  St  John  the  advan- 
tage of  being  the  outlet  of  the  magnificent  river 
St.  John,  forming  a great  inland  artery  of  com- 
munication for  three  hundred  miles.  I had  th  * 
satisfaction  during  the  past  season  of  visiting 
that  splendid  coma  ry,  and  I had  no  conception 
until  I travelled  over  it,  of  the  splendid 
country  through  which  the  traveller  passes  from 
the  time  he  leaves  St  John  until  he  reaches  the 
boundary  between  New  Brunswick  and  Cana- 
da. These  advantages  are  'great.  They  have 
been  placed  upon  the  face  of  the  country  by  the 
hand  of  nature,  and  no  legislation  can  tak  them 
away,  though  a common  legislation  could  give 
the  inhabitants  of  New  Brun  wick  and  Nova 
Scotia  an  equal  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 
both. 

Whilst  New  Brunswick  may  not  po38°ss  the 
magnificent  mineral  resources  which  have  been 
scattered  in  such  profusion  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  Nova  Scotia;  on  the  other  hand 
we  do  not  possess ^o  day  a tithe  of  he  ungranted 
lands  that  are  in  our  sister  Province,  to  attract 
the  emigrant  from  abroad.  Therefore  whilst  it 
is  the  in  ere  t of  New  Brunswick  to  become  a 
partner  in  the  magnificent  mineral  treasures  of 
Nova  Scotia,  it  is  equally  for  our  own 
advantage  to  participate  in  the  benefits 
she  can  afford  us.  No  person  can  examine  the 
res  mrces  of  these  Provinces  without  being  con- 
vinced of  the  tact  that  nature  intended  them  for 
a great  mannfacturing  country.  If  you  look  at 
our  po  ition  standing  out  on  the  western  con- 
tinent as  England  does  on  the  eastern  continent, 
at  our  maritime  resources  which  are  similar  to 
those  of  Great  Britain, — if  you  examine  the  very 
structure  of  the  country  and  find  the  coal,  lime- 
stone, a d iron  abounding  in  close  proximity,  you 
cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  we  have  all  the  ele- 
ments in  th  s country — that  these  P ovinces 
have  all  the  requisites  that  are  calculated,  if 
judiciously  fost  red,  to  make  them  occupy  in 
America  the  same  position  that  the  parent  State 
holds  in  Europe,  and  become  a great  manufactu- 
ring country.  With  this  country  united  in  com- 
mon bonds,  associated  together  by  a common  in- 
terest, thus  rendered  more  important  in  every  re- 
quisite particular,  we  shall  attract  to  our  shores 
such  an  amount  of  capital,  population  and  skill 
as  will  speedily  advance  this  country  to  the  in- 
fluential position  which  it  i3  evident  God  and 
nature  intended  she  should  occupy.  I do  not 
inteud,  however,  to  occupy  the  time  of  this 
House  any  further,  but  shall  conclude  these 
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comparatively  brief  and  imperfect  observations 
by  moving  the  following  resolution  which  is 
identical  with  that  agreed  upon  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Brunswick : — 

“Resolved,  that  His  Excellency,  the  Admi- 
nistrator of  the  Government  be  requested  to  ap- 
point delegates  (not  to  exceed  five)  to  confer 
with  delegates  who  may  be  appointed  by  the 
governments  of  New  Brunswick  and  Pri  ce  Ed 
ward  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  arr  nging  a 
preliminary  plan  for  the  union  of  the  three  < ro- 
cinces  under  one  government  and  legislature, 
such  union  to  take  effect  when  confirmed  by  the 
legislative  enactments  of  the  various  Provim  es 
interested  and  approved  by  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen.” 

Mr.  Archibald  (who  was  only  heard  with 
the  utmost  difficulty,)  said  that  it  was  obvious 
that  as  soon  as  the  troubles  in  the  States  were 
settled  we  would  be  in  this  position — that  the 
inexorable  logic  of  events  would  drive  ns  to  the 
necessity  of  uniting,  and  from  one  step  to  ano- 
ther, all  British  America  would  eventually  form 
one  compact  whole  under  one  government.  It 
was  evident  to  every  one  who  gave  any  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  that  when  several  hundred 
thousand  men  who  have  been  trained  in  a school 
that  is  not  adapted  to  teach  humanity  and  mode 
ration,  were  reduced  again  to  the  condition  of 
civilians,  they  would  not  be  influenced  by  the 
same  feelings  w th  whi  h they  were  animated 
previously.  These  men,  scattered  over  different 
parts  of  the  country,  would  act  upon  the  Govt., 
necessarily  open  to  popular  influences, — and 
therefore  the  perils  to  which  the  Provincial  Se- 
cretary had  adverted  would  arise  and  teach  the 
Provinces  the  necessity  of  union.  He  did  not 
intend  to  follow  the  Provincial  Secretary 
through  the  extensive  range  «vhich  his  remarks 
covered,  b t rather  to  say  that  he  sincerely 
wished  that  this  project  of  an  Intercolonial 
n ion  would  succeed.  He  fully  agreed  with 
that  hon.  gentleman  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  peculiar  position  of  the  Lower  Provinces 
which  would  render  it  necessary  to  have  sepa- 
rate machinery  of  government — separate  Legis- 
latures, judiciaries,  and  all  the  parapharnalia 
which  involve  expense.  He  was  also  of  opinion 
that  a union  would  open  up  a wider  field  for 
public  men.  He  looked  upon  it  as  likely  to 
soften,  to  a large  extent,  the  asperi  ies  of  politi- 
cal life  Every  person  knew  that  in  proportion 
to  the  size  of  the  country  is  the  acrimony  nd 
asperity.  By  giving  breadth  to  the  sphere  of 
operations,  we  would  necessarily  liberalize  the 
feelings  and  elevate  the  character  of  our  public 
men  He  acknowledged  there  would  be  con- 
siderable difficulty  found  in  dealing  with  this 
question  ; but  t e had  no  doubt  that  if  tffe  dele- 
gates from  the  different  Provinces  came  together 
with  a sincere  desire  to  accomplish  the  o jecfc 
for  which  they  met,  the  obstacles  that  might  now 
seem  formidable  in  the  distance  would  soon  fade 
away.  Much  would  depend  on  the  feelings  and 
disposition  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  cha  ged 
with  this  important  question,  If  they  fully  ap- 
preciated the  fact  that  on  them  depended  the 
future  history  of  this  Province, — upon  them  de- 
pended the  destiny  of  our  posterity,  there  was 
no  doubt  of  the  result  of  their  labours.  It  was 
with  reference  to  this  question  that  he  had 


always  expressed  such  a deep  interest  in  the 
Intercolonial  Railway ; but  he  would  not  dwell 
further  at  the  present  time  on  this  and  other 
subjects,  which  were  intimately  connected  with 
the  question  immediately  before  the  House,  but 
would  content  himself  with  seconding  the  reso 
lution  that  had  been  moved  by  the  Provincial 
Secretary. 

Mr.  To  mjisr  expressed  a desire  to  hear  the  At- 
torney General  state  his  views  on  this  subject 
of  a Union,  as  it  was  one  in  which  he  was  well 
well  known  to  have  been  one  of  the  first  to 
move  in  this  country.  He  then  went  on  to  say 
that  the  apprehension  which  seemed  to  be  en- 
tertained by  many  persons  in  P.  E.  Island  that 
tliat  Provinc  ‘ would  not  receive  full  considera- 
tion in  the  case  of  Union,  was  altogether  base 
less,  and  ha  trusted  that  it  would  not  continue 
to  prevail.  He  had  always  taken  a deep  interest 
in  this  subject,  and  had  given  his  cordial  coop- 
eration whenever  it  had  been  brought  up  in  the 
House.  He  would  prefer  the  larger  Union,  but 
if  that  could  not  be  ac.omplished  for  the  present 
he  did  not  think  Nova.  Scotia  should  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  combining 
un  'er  one  governme  t.  He  was  not  afraid  that 
su  h a condition  of  affairs  as  had  occurred  in  the 
case  of  the  United  Canadas  would  result  from 
a union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  for  Prince 
Edward  Island  would  be  enabled  to  preserve 
that  balance  of  power  that  would  be  requisite 
to  guard  against  any  troublesome  antagonism 
arising  between  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick. He  would  not  go  into  any  lengthened 
remarks  on  the  benefits  that  might  be  expected 
from  the  Union,  for  that  had  been  rendere  j un- 
necessary by  the  Provincial  Secretary.  He 
woud  content  himself  with  hoping  that  the 
Union  would  be  one  not  only  of  interest,  but  of 
affection,  and  with  expressing  his  confidence  that 
it  would  result  in  making  us  more  respected 
abroad,  and  in  elevating  the  tone  of  our  public 
sentiment. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  spoke  to  the  following 
effect:— -We  feel  that  the  hon.  Provincial  Secre- 
tary has  so  exhausted  the  subject  in  the  able 
a d extended  remarks  that  he  has  made  that 
there  is  nothing  to  be  said  except  what  would 
have  the  appearance  of  repetition  It  is  quite 
true,  a s the  hon.  member  for  Halifax  has  said, 
that  I have  taken  a deep  interest  in  this  question 
of  Union.  I may  say  that  it  has  been  among 
the  first  objects  of  my  ambition  and  desire  as  a 
public  man-  This  aspiration  arose  from  the 
conviction  that  it  was  essentially  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  us  up  and  giving  us  a po- 
sition I knew  that  divided  as  we  were — small 
in  extent  and  in  population — we  must  continue 
to  occupy  a very  small  position  among  the  com- 
munities of  peoples  Now  it  was  not  from  any 
ambitious  motives  that  1 deprecated  our  condition 
—-not  from  any  motive  of  power  on  behalf  of  the 
community  with  which  I might  be  associated. 
I felt  that  the  position  we  occupied  was  unf  vo- 
rabie  t#the  elevation  of  the  body  politic,  and 
that  it  was  antagon  stic  o the  development  of 
anything  like  a large  and  generous  and  ennobled 
public  sentiment.  We  cannot  but  feel  that  in  a 
small  c mmunity  w:  ere  public  measures  amount 
to  ma  ters  ofsm  11  general  moment,  where  par- 
ties are  brought  into  pe.  sonal  collision  so  close 
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ly,  and  personal  interests  and  feelings  are  ne- 
cessarily made  prominent  objects  and  motives 
of  action,  it  is  impossible  that  there  can  be  that 
n animity  of  feeling, — that  enlargement  of  view 
— that  elevation  of  purpose  which  is  so  desi- 
rable in  every  country.  Therefore  it  was  that  I 
as  an  inhabitant  of  tnis  country — the  home  of 
myself  and  my  children  after  me — felt  that  my 
first  duty  was  to  endeavour  to  create  this  en 
largement  and  elevation  of  public  sentiment  by 
extending  the  sphere  of  political  action  which 
could  only  be  done  by  a union  of  the  British 
North  American  Provinces. — of  the  Queen's 
subjects  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  The  same 
considerations  which  pressed  upon  us  then,  I feel 
ought  to  be  as  potent  in  reference  to  the  scheme 
now  before  us.  Those  who  occupy  N.  Bruns- 
wi  k and  N.  Scotia  cannot  but  see  the  injurious 
consequences  naturally  arising  from  their  isola- 
ted and  contracted  position,  and  the  necessi  y 
that  presents  itself  of  affording  a larger  field  to 
the  exercise  of  mind,  intellect,  and  intelligence 
— of  removing  from  us  the  personalities  that 
must  necessarily  disfigure  political  controversy 
in  a small  sphere.  These  considerations  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  this  question — everything  that 
grows  out  of  it  is  to  my  mind  accessory  to  them. 

I have  always  felt  that  one  of  the  most  solemn 
enquiries  that  can  enga  . e a reflective  mind  who 
takes  an  inter  st  in  the  welfare  of  his  couct’y, 
is  the  future  of  British  North  America  What 
is  it  to  be, — how  is  it  to  be  moulded  ? This  is  a 
question  which  we  should  regard,  not  as  Nova 
Scotians  merely,  but  a British  subjects.  At 
the  present  moment  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
any  political  communities  placed  in  < ircum- 
stances  more  favorable  for  immediate  happiness 
and  comfort  than,  in  a limited  view  and  under 
certain  restrictions,  the  Provinces  of  British 
North  America.  We  have  perfect  freedom  al- 
most in  every  aspect,  civil  and  religious — the 
privil  ges,  withoutthe  penis  or  responsibilities 
of  nationalities  to  bear ; but  that  cannot  be  the 
case  always.  rIhe  time  must  come  when  we 
rnnst  assume  a different  attitude,  and  be  able  to 
fill  a broader  and  larger  sphere.  There  has  been 
always  before  us  the  republic  ol  America  in  all 
its  colossai  proportions,  and  it  would  seem  by 
the  1 w of  attraction  the  lesser  must  be  drawn 
to  the  greater;  but  that  has  not  met  the  views 
and  desires  of  those  who  really  love  the  British 
Constitution,  and  glory  in  her  past  history,  and 
would,  if  possible,  send  down  to  posterity  the 
name,  the  honor,  the  privileges,  and  institutions 
of  Britain  in  the  New  World.  But  what  is  it 
now  that  gives  such  a colour  to  all  our  se  ti 
meats  ? What  is  it  that  separates  us  in  form 
of  speech,  or  habit,  or  desire,  from  our  neighbors 
in  the  republic  ? Every  person  knows  that  there 
is  a difference — we  feel  it  ourselves’.  We  are 
almost  as  republican  I.  might  say,  in  all  our  in- 
stitutions. Our  self  government  is  almost,  as 
complete  as  theirs,  and  the  fact  that  our  Gover- 
nor is  appointed  for  us  instead  ot  by  us  is  only  a 
small  element  of  distinction  when  we  reflect 
that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  has  less  person 
al  power  than  the  elective  head  of  a Republican 
State.  What  is  it,  the  , that  creates  this  mark- 
ed dist  notion  between  ourseives  and  the  neigh 
bor.ng  States'?  It  is  the  sentiment  we  breathe 
— the  influence  that  we  have  derived  from  our 
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connection  with  the  parent  state.  The  influences 
of  monarchical  institutions  have  permeated 
through  us  and  given  a marked  colour  to  all  our 
sentiments.  It  is  however,  a distinction  that 
exists  in  sentimen  , and  not  one  that  exists  in  any 
material  or  real  form.  But  is  this  sentiment  to 
be  perpetuated  ? Can  it  be  expected  to  last  in 
the  presence  of  strong  material  influences  that 
are  continually  operating  ? Are  we  at  last  to  bo 
absorbed  into  a pure, — and  I would  like  to  say, 
— unmitigated,  republicanism — or  remain  ani- 
mated by  all  the  feelings  that  republicans  enjoy 
with  the  distinctions  that  are  created  by  those 
sentiments  that  exists  in  older  countries  where 
monarchical  and  aristocratic  institutions  obtain  ? 
I feel  upon  this  subject  very  strongly  and  pos- 
sibly I am  diverted  from  the  subject  more  im- 
mediately  before  us;  but  still  it  lies  in  our  path 
and  we  cannot  help  looking  at  it.  In  early  life 
I held  strong  democratic  sentiments, — for 
strange  to  say,  though  I have  been  a leading 
Tory  in  Nova  Scotia,  I was  in  my.  youth  actu- 
ated by  the  Wh  g principles  of  English  states 
men.  I was  early  perhaps  captivated,  as  many 
young  men  are,  with  the  illusions  of  a republic 
—of  a republic  that  was  working  out  the  great 
problem  they  had  taken  in  hand ; but  reflection 
and  observation  have  gradually  sobered  down 
this  sentiment,  and  I feel  that,  however  valu- 
able a republic  maybe  for  giving  energy  to  indi- 
vidual action,  it  is  wanting  in  that  power  of  ele- 
vation, of  refinement,  of  enlargement  and  nobi- 
lity of  sentiment,  aud  responsibility  of  action 
which  can  alone  raise  nations  to  that  high-toned 
condition  which  we  desire  to  see,  and  our  minds 
figure  before  us,  as  the  object  of  our  aspirations. 
I trust  that  that  portion  of  this  continent  over 
which  the  British  flag  is  waving,  will  con- 
tinue to  possess  perfect  freedom  of  action 
with  all  the  elevation  and  refinement  which  pro- 
ceed from  connection  with  monarchical  and 
aristocratic  institutions.  Now  I have  diverged 
from  the  subject  under  consideration  in  expres- 
sing these  opinions  and  have  obviously  touched 
a point  to  which  no  answer  can  be  given,  for  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  future  of  the  British 
American  Provinces  is  at  this  moment  and  must 
be  shrouded  in  uncertainty  ; but  let  us  do  the 
duty  that  lies  before  us— “ sufficient  for  the  day 
is  the  evil  thereof.”  It  is  for  us  to  see  w at  isr 
the  duty  of  Nova  Beotia  at  the  present  moment. 

Why,  sir,  when  that  question  comes  before 
my  mind  at  any  time  I have  turned  away  fr  m 
it  as  so  clear  as  to  require  little  consideration  in 
order  to  come  to  a conclusion.  Can  it  be  the 
duty  of  these  Provinces  to  remain  separated, 
when  by  union  they  can  lay  the  elements  of  an 
enlarged  and  improved  condition — of  future  pro- 
gress and  elevation  ? 

(Mr  Johnston  then  went  on  to  point  out  the 
beneficial  results  that  would  proceed  from  union. 
Then  hey  would  present  an  extent  of  territory 
a d population  that  would  give  them  a status 
abroad  He  alluded  to  the  advantages  thaS 
would  arise  as  regards  jurisprudence,  commerce, 
&c  He  then  concluded  as  follows  : — ) 

It  is  quite  correct  that  my  scheme  originally 
was  for  a union  of  the  whole  of  the  British 
American  Provinces.  It  seems,  however,  there 
are  such  difficulties  in  the  way  of  this  greater 
union  as  to- render  it  impracticable  for  the  pre 
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Bent  I look  at  the  union  of  the  Lower  Provin- 
ces as  a step  towards  the  larger  one.  I have- 
Bever  favored  a union  of  the  Provinces  by  way 
of  federation,  for  it  did  not  appear  to  tend  to  the 
gTeat  object  we  had  in  view.  What  we  want  is 
to  produce  a real  unity— make  the  parts  that  are 
now  separate  a homogeneous  whole-— give  them 
a oneness  of  existence  and  of  purpose.  Looking 
then  at  the  position  in  which  we  stand,  and 
feeling  we  have  not  reached  the  point  at  which 
a Union  of  the  whole  of  these  Provinces  could 
ba  effected,  I believe  that  the  step  whic  h is 
now  proposed  is  one  of  a beneficial  character. 
If  these  British  Provinces  can  be  united  in  a 
Legislative  Union — if  their  interests  can  be  made 
to  run  together  I think  an  important  step  will 
have  been  taken  for  the  improvement  and  pro- 
gress O’  our  country,  and  towards  the  reali- 
zation of  that  larger  Union,  which  has  always 
been  the  object  of  my  aspirations.  It  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  there  will  be  much  difficulty 
found  in  bringing  this  Union  about  if  there  is 
an  earnest  desire  to  promote  it  on  the  part  of 
the  persons  that  are  parties  to  ir,  I would  wish 
to  see  such  a Union  as  would  unite  all  the  parts 
into  a homogeneous  whole,  and  make  a people 
worthy  ot  the  source  from  whence  they  sprung, 
and  perpetuate  to  all  time  to  come  the  character, 
name,  bon  ur  and  instiutions  of  that  great  coun- 
try of  which  we  are  proud  to  form  a part. 

Mr.  Churchill  said  that  on  & question  of  such 
magnitude  as  this,  he  would  not  pregume  to  gay 
very  much.  He  did  net  altogether  approve  of 
the  resolution  of  the  hon.  Prov.  Secy.  It  seemed 
to  him,  that  there  were  great  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  a Union  of  these  Maritime  Provinces. — 
Here  we  had  three  Provinces,  distinct  in  their 
currency-- their  tariff— their  Legislatures— their 
trade,  and  almost  all  their  interests,  and  how  was 
it  possible  to  combine  them  so  that  they  would 
work  harmoniously  together.  Then  there  are 
three  governors — what  were  they  going  to  do  with 
them  ? He  would  have  been  much  better  pleaseed 
if  the  resolution  of  the  hon.  Prov.  Secy,  had  taken 
a different  form,  and  if  it  had  been  framed  so  as 
to  solicit  the  Home  Government  to  allow  us  the 
honor  of  appointing  our  own  governors.  He 
did  not  see  why  we  could  not  raise  our  own  Go- 
vernors, as  well  as  our  own  Judges,  Lawyers,  and 
Statesmen.  We  have  to  pay  for  our  Governors, 
whether  we  like  them,  or  not — whether  they  are 
Conservative,  or  Liberal— and  we  don’t  generally 
find  out  their  politics  until  after  they  had  been 
with  us  for  some  time.  There  were  two  gentle- 
men in  the  Province  who,  in  his  opinion,  were 
equally  fit  for  the  honor.  He  alluded  to  his  friend 
the  hon.  Attorney  General  and  the  late  Prov.  Sec- 
retary (Mr.  Howe)  and  he  hardly  knew  which  ho 
would  chose.  There  were  numberless  objections 
to  the  proposed  Union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces. 
He  presumed  that  if  it  was  carried  out,  the  seat 
of  Government  would  be  in  Cumberland,  and 
wh&t  would  then  become  of  our  present  Provin- 
cial Buildings.  The  Province  Building  he  sup- 
posed would  be  turned  into  an  hospital,  or  put 
Into  the  market.  He  was  not  amongst  those  who 
feared  that  when  this  American  war  was  over, 
the  soldiers  now  in  the  field,  would  be  turned  upon 
these  Provinces.  They  were  not  soldiers — they 
'Were  shoemakers — shopkeepers  and  tradesmen  of 


different  kinds,  and  by  the  time  the  war  was  ever 
they  would  be  pretty  sick  of  it.  And  even  if 
they  did  come,  we  surely  have  enough  spirit  in 
the  country  to  repel  them.  He  would  go  out  to 
Hammond’s  Plains  and  raise  an  army  that  would 
drive  them  back.  He  did  not  anticipate  any  in- 
vasion from  that  quarter,  but  if  he  ^h&d  written 
as  much,  or  said  as  much  aa  some  people  in  Nova 
Scotia  had  done  against  the  North,  he  would  be 
afraid,  that  some  long  Yankee  would  come  along 
and  give  him  a horse- whipping,  which  he  thought 
anybody  richly  deserved  for  interfering  with  the 
quarrels  of  their  neighbours. 

Mr.  Killam  did  not  feel  the  same  anxiety  about 
any  complications  that  might  arise  from  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  Province  itself,  as  he  did 
from  the  relations  that  subsisted  between  us  and 
the  mother  country.  Great  Britain  may  to-mor- 
row be  plunged  into  a war  with  gome  of  the  con- 
tinental Powers,  and  our  commerce  may  be  swept 
from  the  seas,  although  we  had  no  voice  in  the 
matter  at  ail.  This  state  of  things,  he  considered 
of  much  more  serious  importance  than  even  the 
question  of  the  Union  of  the  Colonies.  He  did  not 
suppose  that  we  could  do  much  in  the  matter,  but 
we  must  only  wait  and  let  events  take  their  course. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  said  that  the  probability  of 
our  being  involved  in  war,  was  one  of  the  strong- 
est arguments  in  favor  of  a Union  of  the  Colonies. 
It  may  come  upon  us  in  consequence  of  our  con- 
nection with  the  mother  country,  or  as  the  hon. 
Prov.  Secy,  had  said,  from  our  close  proximity  to 
the  neighboring  Republic.  But  come  from  what 
source  it  may,  surely  we  would  be  in  a better  po- 
sition to  meet  it,  when  our  strength  was  united, 
than  in  our  present  isolated  condition.  He  look- 
ed upon  this  subject  as  one  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, and  he  was  happy  to  say  it  had  received 
the  advocacy  of  the  leading  minds  of  B.  N.  Ame- 
rica. Amongst  these  the  most  distinguished  was 
the  member  for  Montreal  (Mr.  McGee),  whom  he 
hoped  to  see,  if  not  the  Premier,  occupying  & pro- 
minent position  in  the  new  Administration  now 
being  formed  in  Canada.  The  hon  Atty.  General 
had  referred  to  the  visit  of  Lord  Durham  to  the 
Colonies  in  connection  with  our  political  institu- 
tions, and  he  (Mr.  S ,)  as  & lover  of  monarchical 
institutions,  could  not  help  regretting  that  that 
distinguished  nobleman  had  allowed  so  golden  an 
opportunity  to  pass  of  uniting  these  North  Ameri- 
can Provinces  together  under  British  rule  But 
the  truth  was  that  he  did  not  seem  to  understand 
the  position  of  affairs  in  this  country,  and  was  toe 
Republican  himself  to  view  the  subject  in  a pro- 
per light.  He*(Mr.  S.)  regretted  that  while  we 
were  thinking  about  this  great  subject,  of  a Union 
of  the  Colonies,  and  while  we  were  wasting  our 
time  in  negotiations,  the  insidious  policy  of  the 
United  States  was  gradually  absorbing  within  its 
territories  the  greater  portion  of  this  Americas 
continent.  Take  for  example  that  great  inland 
country  which  was  of  bo  much  importance  to  the 
prosperity  of  Canada,  and  which  might  be  called 
Inland  America.  It  was  now  about  passing  into 
the  hands  of  the  United  States.  At  this  moment 
& large  commercial  joint  stock  company  were  en- 
gaged in  uniting  it  by  railroad  with  the  territory 
of  Minnesota,-  so  that  the  whole  of  th&Lgreat  coun- 
try was  thus  passing  gradually  into  the  hands  of 
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the  Americans,  and  if  we  in  these  Colonies  were 
not  more  alive  to  our  own  interests,  we  would  soon 
find  ourselves  in  the  same  dilemma.  As  regards 
the  Union  of  these  lower  Provinces  with  Canada, 
there  were  many  reasons  why  it  was  not  feasible 
at  the  present  time,  although  he  looked  forward 
hopefully  to  the  time  when  it  would  be  accom- 
plished A union  of  these  maritime  Provinces  was 
desirable  upon  two  grounds.  First,  for  political 
reasons  The  very  idea  thrown  out  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Yarmouth — the  probability  of  this 
country  being  drawn  into  a war — afforded  one  of 
the  most  irresistible  arguments  in  favor  of  a union. 
Everybody  was  familiar  with  the  old  adage,  that 
“ union  is  strength,’3  and  surely  its  force  could 
not  be  better  exemplified  than  in  the  case  referred 
to.  He  was  happy  to  say,  that  in  times  past, 
when  the  frontiers  of  New  Brunswick  were  mena- 
ced by  ^vision,  the  arms  of  Nova  Scotia  were 
proffered  for  her  assistance, — and  he  believed  that 
if  a like  dauger  should  assail  our  borders,  we 
would  receive  the  same  aid  from  her.  But  how 
much  better  would  it  be,  if  that  day  should  un- 
happily come,  for  the  forces  of  the  three  Provinces 
to  be  under  the  control,  and  subject  to,  the  direc- 
tion of  one  Government,  and  thus  avoid  the  delay 
of  having  to  wait  the  action  of  three  separate  Le- 
gislatures. As  regards  the  light,  in  which  a.  union 
of  these  Colonies  would  be  viewed  in  the  mother 
country,  he  would  gay  that  a different  feeling  pre- 
vailed there  now  from  that  which  formerly  exist- 
ed upon  this  subject.  At  the  time  New  Bruns- 
wick  was  separated  from  this  Province,  about  the 
close  of  the  American  war— England  having  re- 
cently experienced  the  bad  effects  of  a Confedera- 
tion of  the  American  Provinces,  when  turned 
against  herself,  naturally  viewed  anything  like  a 
union  of  these  Provinces  with  disfavor  ; and  the 
policy  then  seemed  to  be  to  cut  up  and  divide 
these  Provinces  as  much  as  possible.  Now,  a dif- 
ferent feeling  prevailed,  and  although  he  did  not 
believe  England  would  ever  throw  us  off,  yet  her 
desire  was  manifest  that  these  Colonies  should  so 
consolidate  their  strength,  as  in  case  of  any  con- 
tingency arising,  we  would  be  in  . a position  to 
help  ourselves.  He  had  spoken  briefly  of  the  po- 
litical advantages  of  a union,  and  it  was  hardly 
necessary  for  him  to  enlarge  upon  the  commercial 
advantages  which  would  flow  from  such  a combi- 
nation. These  had  been  so  often  pointed  out  by 
abler  tongues  than  his,  that  he  would  not  wear y 
the  House  by  repeating  them. 

The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  regretting 
that  he  was  physically  incapable  (having  but  re- 
cently recovered  from  severe  indisposition)  to  deal 
with  this  great  subject  as  its  importance  demand- 
ed— but  he  could  not  allow  it  to  pass  without  ex- 
pressing his  approval  of  the  resolution  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  his  own  convictions  were 
in  favor  of  a more  enlarged  measure  providing 
for  the  Union  of  all  the  Colonies.  There  was  no- 
thing in  the  present  condition  of  Canada  to  pre- 
vent a Union  with  the  lower  Provinces.  He 
thought  it  would  be  the  saving  of  Canada  in  a 
political  point  of  view,  if  the  representation  of 
the  lower  Provinces,  was  thrown  in  as  a sort  of 
leaven  to  counterbalance  the  conflicting  interests 
that  existed  in  that  country.  As  regards  the 


union  of  these  lower  Provinces  he  did  not  attach 
so  much  importance  to  it — the  united  population 
of  the  three  Provinces  only  amounted  to  about 
700,000,  and  this  would  not  give  us  much  weight 
in  the  scale  of  nations.  Whereas  if  we  were  uni- 
ted to  Canada  with  her  three  millions  of  popula- 
tion, we  might  reasonably  expect  to  exercise  some 
influence  over  the  great  powers  of  the  world.  He 
much  regretted  the  action  of  the  Canadian  Go- 
vernment in  reference  to  the  Intercolonial  rail- 
road— a work  that  he  had  always  looked  upon,  as 
the  means  of  making  ns  a united  people.  That 
Government,  however,  had  now  fallen,  and  he 
had  great  hopes  that  a new  one  would  be  formed, 
which  would  not  be  characterized  by  that  narrow 
minded,  and  illiberal  policy  by  which  that  coun- 
try had  been  governed  for  the  last  few  years.  To 
the  resolution  upon  the  table  he  would  give  his 
support  although,  as  he  sard  before,  he  preferred 
the  larger  Union  of  the  whole  Provinces. 

In  answer  to  an  enquiry  by  Mr.  Miller, 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  that  he  presumed  when 
the  proper  time  came,  that  the  representatives  of 
the  people  would  be  prepared  to  express  the  views 
of  the  people  on  the  subject.  Ample  notice  had 
been  given  that  this  question  would  be  submitted 
to  the  different  Legislature®,  and  the  resolution 
pointed  out  the  mode  of  procedure.  It  was  in- 
tended that  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the 
Delegates  should  not  go  into  operation  until  sanc- 
tioned by  the  different  Legislatures.  If  agreed  to 
it  would  then  be  passed  in  the  shape  of  an  act, 
and  would  not  go  into  operation  until  it  received 
the  Queen’s  assent.  It  was  not  intended  to  sub- 
mit this  question  for  the  approval  of  the  people, 
as  ample  opportunity  had  been  afforded  for  its 
full  and  free  discussion.  After  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  member  for  Annapolis,  of  course 
he  would  not  press  the  question  then,  as  fee  was 
anxious  that  every  member  should  have  the  full- 
est opportunity  of  expressing  his  opinions,  but  he 
did  not  approve  of  the  practice  of  postponing  a 
debate  after  it  had  once  been  commenced.  And 
he  thought  that  when  & measure  is  announced  in 
the  Governor’s  speech,  and  has  been  made  the 
order  of  the  day — that  gentleman  should  come 
prepared  to  disouss  it. 

After  some  further  remarks  the  debate  was  ad- 
journed, and  the  House  adjourned  until  \ to  8 
o’clock  the  same  evening. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

House  resumed  at  \ to  8 o’clock. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  it  was  not  without  ex- 
treme diffidence  that  he  approached  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question  now  under  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  House  In  addition  to  the  fact  that 
the  Resolution  of  the  Hon.  Pro  Secy,  embraced 
a subject  of  a most  grave  and  intricate  charac- 
ter, and  one  of  the  greatest  m ment  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country, — a subject  which  even 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  bis 
very  inexperience  and  inability  would  render 
him  only  poorly  qualified  to  handle — he  labored, 
under  the  further  disadvantage  of  now  offering 
his  views  to  the  House  without  previous  prepa 
ration.  When  we  were  told,  as  we  had 
been  told  to  day,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion if  possible  to  consummate  this  union 
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without  a special  appeal  to  the  people,  to 
yield  up  our  separate  government  without 
the  ratification  of  the  popular  voice,  he 
thought  it  behooved  us  to  act  with  forethought 
and  disc  etion.  For  thi  reason,  without  placing 
l^imself  in  direct  antagonism  o the  preliminary 
Bteps  we  are  asked  to  take,  he  desired  to  sk 
the  House  and  the  country  to  look  at  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  question.  He  was  sensible  of 
the  difficulty  against  which  he  had  to  contend 
in  attempting,  after  the  able  and  eloquent  ad- 
dresses to  which  they  had  listened,  to  claim 
attention  to  some  sober  thoughts,  inconsistent  it 
might  be  with  visionary  anticipations,  but  which 
it  was  unwise  on  this  occasion  to  put  out  of  sight 
We  all  knew  how  easy  it  was  for  any  man  pos 
eessing  the  : equisite  ability  on  such  a question 
as  the  present,  by  appeals  to  the  imagination 
by  indulging . in  brilliant  dreani3  and  hopes 
which  too  generally  prove  delusions,  to  carry 
away  not  only  an  unreflecting  populace,  but 
even  a deliberative  assembly.  Who  would  deny 
at  the  present  moment  the  influence  of  the  Pro 
Secretary’s  eloquence  on  those  who  listened  to 
him  7 And  yet  he  had  failed  to  show  them  one 
real,  palpable  benefit  this  connection  would 
Secure,  which  mijtit  not  be  obtained  without  it. 
Every  person  acquainted  with  the  history  ot 
this  Province  would  admit  that  our  people  and 
Legislature  were  generally  too  ready  to  enter 
into  any  project — to  advocate  any  scheme  that 
afforded  the  attractions  of  novelty  and  excite- 
ment. He  did  not  know  to  what  cause  this 
characteristic  might  be  attributed  ; but  that  we 
possess  it,  no  candid,  intelligent  man  among 
Ourselves  would  gainsay.  It  might  he  owing, 
perhaps,  to  some  dxtent,  to  our  free,  happy,  and 
prosperous  condition  as  a people — to  the  unre- 
stricted liberty  of  thought  and  action  we  enjoy. 
We  knew  that  it  is  ijj  the  nature  of  man,  when 
he  should  be  most  contented  with  his  lot,  in  the 
absence  of  real  grievances,  to  create  imaginary 
ones,  and  when  he  had  all  that  is  necessary  to 
his  welfare,  to  be  continually  longing  aft  r 
something  he  did  not  possess.  Yet,  not  only 
did  hs  believe  that  change  at  any  ,iime  merely 
for  the  sake  of  change  was  unjus  ifiable,  but  he 
held  that  any  change  in  the  political  relations  of 
a country  which  was  not  demanded  by  a rea- 
sonable necessity  or  did  not  secure  unequivocal 
advantages,  was  impolitic  and  unwise  The 
action  of  this  Legislature  might  change  the  des 
tinies  of  Nova  Scotia  for  ever ; but  if  we  after- 
wards found  we  had  made  a fatal  error,— -if  we 
find  when  stern  realities  had  exploded  the 
flights  of  fancy  by  which  our  judgments  were 
obscured,  that  we  had  not  benefited  our  coun- 
try, we  must  not  forget  that  it  would  then  be  too 
late  to  undo  the  error  and  retrace  our  steps. 

In  connection  with  the  remarks  he  had  just 
Mpade,  he  would,  as  an  appropriate  illustration 
of  them,  turn  the  attention  of  this  House  to  a 
subject  with  which  nearly  every  man  in  this 
country  is  conversant,  and  which  should  be  a 
warning  to  us  against  rash  and  visionary  legis- 
lation. Who  did  not  recollect  the  wild  enthu- 
siasm— fhe  irresistible  current  of  public  feeling 
which  swept  everything  before  it  in  this  house 
and  out  of  it,  when  our  present  railway  policy 
was  fixed  upon  the  country  7 Who  did|not  re- 
member the  bright  picture'  of  the  future,  sketch- 


ed by  a master  band  and  held  up  to  our  admiring 
gaze,  to  be  realized  by  the  adoption  of  that  po- 
licy 7 The  advocates  of  that  scheme  were  suc- 
cessful, but  he  asked  them  and  the  people  of  this 
Province,  had  it  realized  any  of  their  sanguine 
anticipa  ions  7 On  the  contrary  had  it  not  en- 
t iled  upon  us,  for  all  time  to  come,  an  incubus 
which  must  press  heavily  and  unjustly  on  the 
industry  and  energies  of  the  country  7 Would 
we  not  to-day  gladly  re  race  our  steps  if  we  had 
power  to  do  so,  and  free  ourselves  lrom  the  con- 
sequences of  ihe  error  then  committed  ? 
He  did  not  intend  by  this  reference  to  c nsure 
the  gentleman  whose  glowing  eloquence  per- 
suaded the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  to  accept  his 
railway  policy  — whose  talents  as  a public  man, 
despite  some  mistakes,  so  long  adorned  this  le- 
gislature, and  who  he  believed  was  animated  in 
that  question  by  a sincere  nd  patriotic  desire 
to  benefit  his  ountry.  His  object  was  to  show 
that  honest  ntentions  were  not  sufficient  to  en- 
sure wise  results,  and  that  however  patriotic  a 
statesman’s  schemes  might  appear,  it  did  not 
follow  they  were  sound  and  judicious.  Let  us 
then  profit  by  the  lesson  experience  bad  taught 
us,  and  for  which  we  had  so  dearly  paid,  and 
not  now  allow  ourselves  to  yield  up  without 
mature  reflection  our  present  happy  and  pros- 
perous condition  to  an  arrangement  that  might 
po  sibly  endanger  or  destroy  it. 

If  the  resolution  before  b e House  contempla- 
ted a union  of  all  the  colonies  of  British  North 
America  on  equitable  terms,  no  man  would  hail 
it  with  more  pleasure  than  himself.  Such  a 
union  he  trusted  at  no  di  tant  period  would  be- 
come both  a commercial  and  political  necessity. 

He  looked  forward  hopefully  to  the  day  when 
the  inhabitants  of  these  noble  provinces,  united 
under  one  government,  might  stand  before  the 
world  in  the  proud  national  character  of  British 
Americans  Fr  m such  an  ass  ciation  they  would 
indeed  d irive  national  strength  and  dignity  worth 
some  sacrifices  to  obtain.  They  would  then  pos- 
sess a population  and  country  whose  imme- 
diate status  and  nevitable  future  destiny  would 
command  respect.  A union  of  the  maritime 
Provinces  withOanada  and  the  great  territory  be- 
yond would  give  us  a country  extending  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  with  all  thefliv  rsified 
resources  necessary  to  the  most  unlimited 
material  progress.  In  favor  of  such  a proposal, 
most  of  the  arguments  urged  in  this  debate 
would  have  real  force  and  point,  and  not  appear 
as  they  now  did,  absurd  or  inapplicable. 

The  Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  had  ingeniously  refer- 
red to  the  unfortunate  state  of  things  prevailing 
in  the  neighbouring  republic  to  excite  our  ap- 
prehensions, and  convince  us  of  the  necessity  of 
an  early  Union  in  order  to  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  dangers  that  threaten  us  from  American  in- 
sole ce  and  preiudices.  This  was  a favourite  ar- 
gument for  certain  purposes  at  the  present  time, 
and  itwas  one  of  the  strongest  points  he  (Dr.  T.) 
relied  on  to  sustain  his  views ; he  ;Mr  M)  conside- 
red it  unwif  e in  the  discussion  of  the  question  to 
ere  te  unnecessa  y alarms  of  this  nature  for  they 
all  knew  the  existence  of  such  feelings  was  not 
conducive  to  correct  and  temperate  legislation. 
He  could  not  consider  this  argument  of  the  bon. 
gentleman  entitled  in  any  light  to  serious 
weight.  While  he  admitted  a complete  Union 
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of  these  Provinces  would  render  them  more 
powerful  for  defence,  he  was  at  a loss  to  per- 
ceive how  the  c mbination  of  New  Brunswick, 
Nova  Scotia  and  P.  E.  Island,  with  a population 
slightly  exceeding  half  a million  of  souls,  would 
enable  u°  to  resist  foreign  aggression.  The  ene- 
my we  affect  to  dread  could  with  little  effort 
send  against  us  an  army  equal  i ; numbers  to 
every  man,  woman,  and  child,  within  our  bor 
tiers.  To  meet  such  an  emergency,  our  hopes 
and  reliance  must  for  the  future,  as  in  the  past, 
be  placed  elsewhere.  But,  even  in  such  an 
event,  could  not  whatever  stiength  we  possess 
be  as  effectually  secured  and  exerted  under  our 
present  system  ? What  was  ther-.  in  our  exist 
ing  condition  to  prevent  in  case  of  need  the 
hearty  co  operation  of  all  the  people  of  the  mari- 
time colonies  "f  The  Prov.  Sec.  had  not  shown 
them  any  obstacles,  and  for  his  part  he  ( Mr.  M.) 
did  not  believe  that  any  existed.  He  did  not  ac- 
tach  much  importance  to  this  bugbear  of  Yan- 
kee aggression,  but  if  he  did,  he  would  still  be 
unable  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  touching  this 
subject,  the  hon  gentleman  drew  from  it 
It  was  argued  that  the  propos  d measure 
would  be  a step  in  the  direction  of  the  complete 
Union  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  would  over- 
come many  oi  the  obstacles  that  obstruct  that 
project.  If  he  could  bring  himself  to  entertain 
this  opinion,  he  might  be  induced  to  give  a cor- 
dial support  to  the  resolution  before  them  But 
he  sincerely  feared  the  proposed  movement 
would  not  promote,  but  retard,  that  magnificent 
scheme.  Several  references  had  been  made 
during  the  debate  to  the  position  of  Canada  on 
this  question,  and  i t was  admitted  on  all  sides 
that  it  was  owing  to  opposition  from  that  quar- 
ter ihat  the  Union  of  British  America  was  jus- 
now  impracticable.  To  what  causes,  he  would 
ask,  was  this  hostility  attributable  ? No  man 
acquainted  with  the  political  history  of  that  fine 
country  since  the  two  Provinces  were  united 
under  one  government,  could  fail  to  detect  them. 
Ever  since  that  time  Canada  had  been  distract- 
ed by  the  most  bitter  feuds  and  dissensi  ns. 
The  struggle  of  East  and  West  for  supremacy — 
a struggle  in  which  the  strength  of  the  contend- 
ing parties  was  too  equally  balanced  ; the  bad 
blood,  the  sectional  animosities,  extending  in 
some  instances  to  lawless  outrage,  resulting 
from  this  struggle,  had  controlled  the  destiny 
of  the  country  most  disastrously  to  its  best  inter- 
ests. Nearly  every  public  question  was  there 
received,  and  disposed  of  in  the  light  of  its  re- 
lation to  this  one  object  to  such  a degree,  that 
many  of  her  most  sincere  and  able  public  men 
did  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  the  Union  to  be 
ruinous  to  those  valuable  Provinces.  Both 
dreaded  association  with  us  simply  because  of 
its  possible  re  ults  in  connection  with  their  un- 
fortunate rivalries  and  contentions.  Could  any 
one  doubt,  if  they  had  c ntinued  to  thi-  day 
under  separate  governments,  each  harmo- 
niously w®tking  within  its  own  sphere, 
that  a general  union  would  not  now  be  so  difficult 
to  accomplish  ? It  would  not  only  not  be  beset 
with  existing  complications,  but  the  union  thus 
brought  about  would  contain  such  additional 
elements  as  would  prevent  the  pernicious  re- 
sults he  had  mentioned.  But  they  had  been  told 
that  there  are  no  causes  of  dissension  among 


the  Maritime  Provinces — that  the  great  divid- 
ing lines  of  creed  sfnd  nationality  that  exist  in 
Canada  did  not  obtain  among  us.  He  would  not 
refer  to  the  undeniable  jealousies  to  which  he 
might  a *v  rfc  that  now  prevail  between  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  for  he  did  not  wish 
to  give  them  unnecessary  prominence.  While 
we  might  lament  them,  it  was  impossible  to  shut 
our  eyes  to  their  existence ; they  were  patent  to 
the  most  superficial  observer,  and  might  easily 
be  fanned  into  violence.  Taking  Canada  for 
our  example,  it  was  fair  to  assume  that  con- 
flicting interests  would  produce  this  effect,  and 
that  those  feelings,  instead  of  beiDg  allayed, 
would  be  fermented  and  intensified  by  this 
Union.  What,  then,  would  be  our  position  and 
prospects  ? With  a similar  state  of  strife  and 
confusion  above  and  below — with  the  Lower 
Provinces  disturbed  as  Canada  now  is,  who 
would  say  that  the  < ause  of  British  American 
Nationality  wou  d present  a promising  aspect  ? 
He  could  not,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  be- 
lieve that  the  union  now  s ught  wa,  likely  in 
this  respect  to  realize  the  anticipations  of  its 
advocates.  The  hon.  Provincial  Secretary, 
amongst  the  ad  antages  which  he  considered 
would  follow  from  a union  of  these  Provinces, 
referred  o the  questions  of  a uniform  Tariff — a 
uniform  Currency — a better  system  of  po-tal 
communication,  and  a more  judicious  basis  for 
our  Educati  nal  system.  As  regards  the  sub- 
ject of  Education,  as  he  had  not  defined  his 
meaning  or  indicated  the  value  of  the  advanta- 
ges to  be  gained,  he  { Mr.  M ) would  pass  it  by. 
What  'mpro  ement  did  we  desire  in  our  Postal 
arrangements  ? He  thought  we  enjoyed  as  free 
and  iiberal  a system  of  communication  between 
the  colonies  as  we  could  wish  for,  and  if  any 
change  was  requisite  it  could  be  as  readily  ob- 
tained under  the  present  condi  ion  of  our  affairs 
as  it  would  be  under  any  other.  Neither  did  he 
consider  that  the  Currency  could  not  be  satis- 
factorily adjusted  and  made  unifo  m except  un- 
der a union.  There  was  nothing  now  to  obstruct 
a similarity  of  action  between  the  colonies  in 
this  matt-  r,  if  our  public  men  would  devote  their 
abilities  to  effect  this  result  As  to  the  Tariff, 
he  must  say  that  if  it  was  possible  to  arrange 
all  the  difficul  ies  attending  the  settlement  of 
such  a question  as  a Union  ef  the  Colonies  by 
means  of  a delegation — if  these  could  be  settled 
by  diplomacy — surely  the  same  mode  would  be 
as  efficacious  to  adju  t the  other.  We  lived  now 
under  one  of  the  lightest  tariffs  in  the  world, 
which  afforded  us  a flouri  hing  revenue.  He 
feared,  under  a union,  with  a uniform  system, 
our  burdens  would  bo  greater  than  they  now- 
are,  and  thus  might  counterbalance  any  benefit 
we  might  derive  from  mere  uniformity.  The 
Prov.  Sec’y.  had  also  told  them  as  a reason  in 
favour  of  union,  that  the  legislative  expenses 
would  be  lessened.  Perhaps  this  might  be  the 
case  to  some  extent ; but  if  we  found  it  neces- 
sary to  have  a double  staff  of  departmental  offi- 
cers as  in  Canada,  the  contrary  would  be  the 
fact  But  suppose  we  effected  a small  saving,  it 
would  only  be  by  a proportionate  neglect  of  the 
local  wants  of  the  people. 

He  had  alluded  to  the  unhappy  state  of  affairs 
existing  between  the  united  Provinces  ofCanada. 
He  had  stated  the  grounds  for  his  opinion  why  a 
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union  of  the  Lower  Colonies  would  be  productive 
of  similar  consequences.  The  little  Province  of 
Prince  Edward  Island  had  in  itself  alone  ele- 
ments of  turmoil  and  trouble  sufficient  to  keep 
us  all  in  hot  water  for  the  next  quarter  of  a cen- 
tury. Now  every  one  knew  that  the  great 
curse  of  Nova  Scotia  for  years  past  had  been 
its  party  politics  and  personal  rivalries.  Our 
leading  public  men  instead  of  urning  th  ir 
talents  to  the  welfare  of  the  country  had  been 
engaged  in  faction  fights,  which  had  for  their 
object  either  personal  aggrandisem  nt  or  the 
gratification  of  private  enmity  Surely  no  one 
—now  that  these  feuds  bad  been  settled  and 
our  statesmen  were  compelled  to  turn  their  at- 
tention to  the  development  of  the  resour- 
ces of  the  country — would  advisedly  take 
any  course  that  might  revive  the  former 
state  of  things  He  would  ask  therefore  was  it 
not  wise  to  leave  well  enough  alone1?  Why 
run  the  risk  of  taking  a step  that  m ght  throw 
us  into  sectional  conflicts,  which  must  retard 
our  progress,  and  at  best  could  only  secure  un- 
certain advantages.  Besides  if  these  Provinces 
were  united  it  was  very  probable  P.  E.  Island 
would  rule  the  whole  Her  sympathies  would 
be  for  many  reasons  with  New  Brunswick,  and 
in  case  of  any  difference  on  any  question  she 
could  turn  the  scale  against  us. 

But  there  was  anoth  r reason  which  should 
cause  us  to  hesitate  in  this  course.  When  he 
asked  the  Pro.  Sec  y if  he  intended  to  finally 
negotiate  the  proposed  union  before  taking  the 
opinion  of  the  people  at  the  Polls,  he  replied 
such  was  his  intention . Now  he  (Mr.  M.J  con- 
tended that  on  a question  affecting  the  founda- 
t'ons  ot  Government,  we  should  move  only  on 
the  most  unequivocal  expression  of  popular 
feeling.  The  truth  was  the  people  did  not  ask 
for  this  change ; ambitious  politicians  alone  de- 
sired it.  This  project  of  union  had  generally 
found  more  favor  in  Nova  Scotia  than  elsewhere, 
and  he  thought  the  reason  was  evident.  In 
proportion  to  our  population  we  had  alwa;  s com- 
pared favorably  with  other  Colonies,  as  regards 
our  number  of  able  public  men.  These  had  al- 
ways advocated  this  measure  for  the  very  ob- 
vious reason  that  in  giving  them  a larger  field  of 
action,  it  would  favo  their  chances  of  personal 
success  and  contribu  e to  their  individual 
importance.  But,  our  duty  was  to  consult  the 
interests  of  the  people  and  not  the  interests  of 
ambitious  politicians 

He  would  now  inquire,  was  there  anything  in 
our  condition  or  prospects — any  local  grievances 
to  be  remedied,  to  justify  this  change.  If  there 
were  any  evils  to  complain  of  in  our  present  sys- 
tem of  government,  the  case  v.  ouid  be  different. 

But  what  was  the  present  position  of  our 
affairs  ? What  was  the  situation  of  this  country? 
They  had  all  listened  with  pride  and  satisfaction 
to  t e speech  with  which  His  Excellency  opened 
the  Legislature — in  which  he  pourtrayed  the 
evidences  of  material  prosperity  this  country 
enjoyed— a prosperity  not  certainly  participated 
in  to  an  equal  extent  by  our  neighbors.  Should 
we  not  then  be  content  with  the  substance,  and 
not  part  with  it  to  grasp  at  the  shadow  ? And 
when  the  answer  to  the  speech  was  proposed, 
they  saw, what  he  believed  was  rarelyseen  in  this 
House.  They  saw  the  hon.  and  learned  leader 


of  the  Opposition  rise  in  his  place  and  congratu- 
late he  Government  upon  the  flourishing  con- 
dition of  the  Province,  re-echoing  the  language 
in  the  Administrator’s  speech.  Afterwards, 
when  the  Financial  Secretary  brought  down 
the  Public  Accounts  and  Estimates,  he  had  a 
like  cheering  tale  to  reiterate.  He  told  them 
that  in  some  respects  Nova  Scotia  was  a more 
prosperous  country  than  any  other  on  the  globe, 
and  he  told  the  truth.  In  view  of  this  state  of 
things,  then — with  a trade  of  w hich  any  country 
of  our  population  might  well  be  proud — with 
boundless  natural  resou  ces,  what  reason  is 
there,  he  (Mr  M ,)  would  ask,  to  trammel  our- 
selves with  a connection,  whose  advantages  are 
more  than  doubtful  ? Why  not,  he  repeated,  at 
least  for  the  present,  leave  well  enough  alone  ? 

In  conclusion,  the  hon.  gentleman  said  he  did 
not  intend  to  divide  the  House  on  the  Resolution 
before  it.  He  trusted  the  popular  feeling  would 
exhibit  itself  on  one  side  or  the  other  before  the 
House  was  again  called  upon  to  decide  this  pro- 
position. If  the  country  wanted  the  change,  he 
should  not  object;  but  he  did  think  that  the 
views  he  had  urged  were  deserving  of  con  ide- 
ration,  and  were  such  as  should  at  least  induce 
this  Legislature  to  act  with  caution. 

Mr.  Longley  said  that  he  arose  with  v<  ry 
great  distrust  of  his  abil  ty  to  deal  with  the 
question  before  the  House  which  had  so  long 
occupied  the  attention  of  so  many  leading 
minds  He  did  not  pretend  to  give  anything 
like  strenuous  opposition  to  the  scheme  pro- 
posed. He  might  be  restrained  from  expressing 
himself  as  strongly  as  he  might  if  the  present 
question  had  been  preae  ted  under  diffe  eut 
circumstances  It  had  been  mentioned  in 
the  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  House,  and  he 
would  be  very  sorry  to  make  a single  observa- 
tion that  would  trammel  its  consideration  in  the 
slightest  degree.  We  had  heard  this  subject  of 
the  Union  of  the  Colonies  advocated  for  years 
past,  on  the  ground  that  it  woul  i materially 
strengthen  our  position  and  prepare  us  for 
some  fancied  emergency — that  combined  we 
would  be  abl  to  present  such  an  area  as  would 
intimidate  our  foes  and  make  a successful  de- 
fence of  our  soil  in  the  time  of  need.  Now,  he 
could  not  wish  that  we  should  ever  array  our- 
selves against  those  whom  we  suppose  to  be  our 
enemies.  Instead  ©f  arming  for  defence,  we 
ought  to  endeavour  to  cultivate  friendly  rela- 
tions with  those  whom  every  considera 
tion  prompted  us  to  conciliate.  It  was  said 
that  there  is  great  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  Northern  armies  in  the  event  either  of  their 
succeeding  in  subjugating  the  South,  or  of  the 
efforts  of  the  Confederacy  being  successful.  He 
believed  that  the  ties  that  should  bind  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Northern 
States  were  exceedingly  strong,  and  should  not 
be  rashly  cut  asunder.  We  had  had  for  many 
years  no  little  intercourse  with  that  country, 
and  on  the  whole  it  had  resulted  in  very  consid- 
er bie  advantages  to  the  people  of  this  country. 
Unhappily,  however,  the  sentiment  that  prevail- 
ed in  this  Province  as  well  as  the  other  British 
Provinces,  was  entirely  different  from  that  ha 
was  now  enunciating ; but  he  believed  the  period 
would  come  when  there  will  be  a change  of  pub- 
lic feeling,  and  we  shall  no  longer  fear  invasion 
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by  the  States.  Many  considerations  should  be 
taken  into  account  before  we  rush  d hastily  into 
union  The  interests  of  these  colonies  were,  in 
his  opinion,  diverse  in  many  respects  The  in- 
terests and  vmnts  of  New  Brunswick  were  of  a 
different  character  from  those  of  this  Province. 
Then  there  were  various  matters  in  reference  to 
the  liabilities  of  each  country  that  should  be  con- 
sidered. Thera  were  many  undertakings  in 
connection  with  both  <$F  these  Provinces,  invol- 
ving t e outlay  of  money,  which  it  would  proba- 
bly be  exceedingly  difficult  to  adjust.  It  would 
be  well  for  us  to  consider  what  are  the  resources 
of  the  Province  with  which  we  proposed  to 
uni*te,  and  what  relative  position  its  liabilities 
bear  to  those  of  Nova  Scotia.  He  might  be  too 
hopeful  in  regard  to  this  little  Province,  but  he 
was  rather  inclined  to  think  that  in  the  race  of 
future  progress  we  would  stand  quite  as  fair  a 
chance  as  any  one  of  the  other  possessions  of 
Her  Majesty  in  British  North  America.  He 
would  remark  further,  that  if  self-defence  was 
the  great  object  of  union,  it  would  be  better 
promoted  by  including  Canada ; for  a popula- 
tion of  600,000  must  be  regarded  as  very  insig- 
nificant for  such  a purpose  as  that  alluded  to.— 
Somehow  or  another  it  appeared  to  be  inadvisa- 
ble to  include  Canada  in  the  arrangement ; but 
he  was  inclined  to  think,  if  there  is  to  be  any 
union  at  all,  it  should  be  one  of  the  whole  of  the 
Provinces.  Mr.  Longley  referred  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Gee, Mr.  Howe,  and  other  gentlemen,  who  have 
advocated  Union,  and  then  went  on  to  say  that 
he  thought  we  could  just  as  effectually  and 
rapidly  develope  our  resources  in  each  of  the  e 
colonies,  for  the  present  at  all  events,  by  leaving 
things  as  they  are.  He  was  accustomed  to  think 
the  machinery  of  our  Govt,  was  sufficiently 
complicated.  It  was  true  our  population  was 
insignificant,  but  somehow  or  another  it  afforded 
sufficient  business  in  connection  with  the  seve- 
ral departments  to  occupy  a very  considerable 
amount  of  time  and  labour  on  the  part  of  our 
Legislature  and  Government.  If  we  took  a 
wider  range  and  brought  conflicting  interests 
into  play  we  would  necessarily  make  the  machi- 
nery much  more  complex.  He  saw  considerable 
difficulties  as  respects  the  location  of  the  Capital 
of  the  United  Provinces  ; but  he  thought  it  most 
likely  that  we  should  have  to  locate  it  -ome- 
where  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sackville.  He 
did  not  see  how  there  could  be  any  insuperable 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  bringing  about  a un  for- 
tuity of  tariff  and  free  trade  without  this  union, 
if  the  matter  was  taken  in  ha  d and  dealt  with 
energetically.  A great  deal  of  importance  had 
been  attached  to  the  argument  that  the  Union 
would  afiord  a wider  field  of  action  for  our  poli- 
ticians, and  thereby  soft  n the  asperities  that 
arise  in  a contracted  sphere  of  political  action. 
He  had  little  doubt  that  there  were  several  lead- 
ing gentlemen  in  these  Provinces  whose  ambi- 
! tion  sought  a wider  range,  and  it  was  certainly 
a great  pity  that  their  desires  could  not  be  gra- 
• titled.  He  looked  upon  the  geographical  posi- 
tion, resources,  and  financial  condition  of  this 
: Province  as  far  superior  to  those  of  any  other  of 
the  Provinces,  and  felt  that  i would  be  unwiss 
to  jeopardize  a condition  of  things  that  was  so 
eminently  satisfactory.  He  did  not  acc  de  to 
the  doctrine  that  the  union  would  abate  see 


tional  jealousies'  and  personal  animosities.  He 
need  only  point  to  Canada  to  show  that  there 
was  more  corruption  amo  g its  public  men, 
and  more  violent  political  rancour,  at  the  present 
hour,  than  there  was  before  the  union.  He 
was  very  far  from  believing  that  a union  of 
these  Lower  Provinces  was  going  to  mitigate 
any  existing  evil,  but  was  rather  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  it  would  bring  into  play  various 
influences  and  interests  that  we  should  rather 
seek  to  avoid. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  said  :~-The  remarks  of 
the  two  gentlemen  who  have  last  addressed  the 
House  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  we  were 
discussing— not  the  motion  to  appoint  delegates 
— but  the  arrangements  arrived  at  after  due  de* 
liberation  by  these  two  gentleman.  The  object 
of  the  resolution  which  'was  so  ably  introduced 
to-day  is  for  the  appointment  of  delegates  to 
meet  others  from  New  Brunswick  and  Prince 
Edward  Maud,  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing,  if 
possible,  upon  a joint  scheme.  They  will  see  if 
their  finances,  if  their  interests,  if  everything  in 
connection  withvthese  Provinces  is  such  as  will 
allow  the  formation  of  this  Uoion.  When  the 
plan  they  agree  upon  is  presented,  then  it  is  time 
to  raise  objections  such  as  have  been  urged  this 
night.  1 take  it  this  Legislature  is  not  bound 
at  all  by  the  present  resolution  ; for  all  that  it 
aaks  is  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  consider 
the  question  Can  any  person  doubt  that  if  it  is 
feasible  it  is  our  duty  to  unite  under  the  ancient 
name  of  Acadia  with  the  noble  Province  that 
lies  on  our  borders  ? I ask  those  who  represent 
the  little  island  of  Cape  Breton  would  they  wish 
to  see  it,  as  once  before,  isolated  from  this  Pro- 
vince, with  all  the  expense  and  necessary  conse* 
quences  of  a separate  government.  The  same 
thing  may  be  said  in  reference  to  Prince  Edward 
Island.,.  It  is  a fine  fertile  island,  but  who  is 
there  that  does  not  see  the  evil  results  that  arise 
from  allowing  it,  with  a limited  area  and  popu- 
lation, to  possess  a distinct  government  ? We 
all  know  that  that  little  island— the  very  garden 
of  this  western  continent— -is  torn  asunder  by 
political  dissensioas,  and  its  public  revenues  ab* 
sorbed  by  controversies  that,  would  be  settled 
very  shortly  under  different  circumstances.  No 
one  can  say  that  this  is  the  scheme  of  a few  poli- 
ticians; it  is  the  very  general  feeling  among  all 
classes  of  people  that  it  will  promote  the  general 
welfare  of  the  Provinces  interested  ia  the  ar- 
rangement. Now,  a person  who  goes  over  to 
New  Brunswick  finds  that  Nova  Beotia  money 
becomes  depreciated,  whilst  if  he  visits  Prince 
Edward  Island,  he  will  find  it  the  very  reverse. 
As  soon  as  you  step  on  the  borders  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Province,  a hostile  tariff  meets  you. 
But  united,  all  these  anomalies  wo  uld  disappear. 
We  would  then  feel  that  we  were  really  one  in  in- 
terest and  in  sentiment— we  would  not  feel  as  N. 
Brunswiekers,  Nova  Scotians,  or  as  the  Island- 
ers— but  as  the  people  of  one  Province.  A New 

Brunswick  man  could  feel  when  he  went  to  the 
most  distant  part  of  Nova  Scotia  that  he  was  not 
in  a different  Province,  hut  in  his  own  country. 
If  we  went  to  Prince  Edward  Island  we  would 
not  feel  that  we  were  visiting  a people  who  were 
legislating  against  us,  but  a portion  of  opr  own 
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Province.  Is  it  then  too  much  to  ask  the  Legis- 
lature to  pass  the  resolution  moved  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary,  to  send  delegates  to  confer 
with  others  from  the  other  Provinces,  and  to 
come  back  to  us  with  such  a scheme  as  will  corn* 
mend  itself  to  the  good  sense  of  the  people  and 
Leg'slatare  ? If  such  a scheme  was  not  present- 
ed—if  it  were  shown  that  Nova  Scotia  was  going 
to  be  injured  by  the  arrangements,  it  would  be 
our  dury  to  reject  it  at  once.  I believe  this 
Union  wdl  make  us  a great  manufacturing  coun- 
try, for  it  will  afford  that  field  for  their  sale 
that  is  now  wanting.  Nor,  in  considering  this 
subject,  should  we  forget  the  great  advantages 
that  we  will  derive  from  connection  with  a coun- 
try like  New  Brunswick,  with  large  tracts  of 
land  that  invite  the  emigrant  to  mike  that  Pro- 
vince his  home.  In  fact,  the  inducements  for 
this  Union  are  so  great  that  I cannot  see  how  any 
one  can  fail  to  appreciate  their  full  force.  At  ail 
events,  I believe  you  would  be  wanting  to  the 
best  interests  of  this  Province  if  an  objection  was 
raised  against  the  appointment  of  delegates  It 
is  a proud  position  for  this  Province  to  occupy 
that  she  should  be  the  first  to  move  in  the  matter. 
It  is  our  right  to  do  so.  We  are  the  senior  in 
age,  in  population,  and  I believe  are  the  superior 
in  resources;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  said  we 
are  taking  the  initiative  from  any  mercenary 
motives.  We  are  doing  it  not  beeause  we  believe 
we  are  poor  and  weak.  It  is  the  desire  of  cour&e 
at  present  to  include  the  three  Provinces  before 
alluded  to  in  this  scheme,  but  Newfoundland 
need  not  be  shut  out  in  the  cold.  That  colony  is 
very  differently  situated,  as  we  all  know,  from 
the  rest  of  the  Provinces.  Her  interest  is  almost 
entirely  in  the  fisheries;  and  in  fact  she  is  very 
peculiarly  situated  in  every  way;  but  if  she 
choose  to  apply  at  any  time  for  admission  into 
the  Union,  I have  no  doubt  the  three  other  Pro- 
vinces will  agree  to  it.  In  conclusion,  I will 
only  repeat  my  hope  that  the  resolution  will  be 
unanimously  adopted,  for  I do  not  think  any 
gentleman  will  feel  himself  bound  by  it  to  go  fjjjr 
a union  of  the  Colonies.  I am  prepared  to  $4 
for  the  appointment  of  delegates,  but  I do  not  for 
a moment  conceive  myeeif  bound  when  these 
delegates  return  and  report  to  adopt  their  views 
if  they  do  not  commend  themselves  to  my  good 
sense. 

Mr.  C J.  Campbell  said  that  he  could  not 
help  saying  a few  words  after  the  challenge  that 
had  been  thrown  out  to  the  Cape  Breton  mem- 
bers by  the  hon.  member  for  Cumberland.  He 
would  state  without  hesitation  that  Cape  Breton 
never  felt  proud  of  being  united  with  Nova  Sco- 
tia. It  waB  not  many  jpears  since  that  the  peo- 
ple of  that  island  endeavored  to  become  separated 
and  argued  their  case  before  the  British  govern- 
ment, thoujjjh  ineffectually.  Cape  Breton  had 
been  too  often  overlooked  by  Nova  Scotia ; she 
had  never  received  that  justice  and  consideration 
which  she  was  entitledje  receive  She  had  con- 
tributed largely  by  her  resources  to  the  public 
works  of  the  Province,  without  getting  much  in 
return.  At  the  same  time,  however,  he  looked 
at  this  scheme  of  union  as  & step  in  the  right 
direction.  He  had  always  felt  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Provinces  to  unite  for  self-protection, 


and  he  differed  entirely  from  tin  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  the  hon.  member  for  Annapolis  that 
we  should  feel  that  we  are  unable  to  cope  with 
our  American  neighbors  and  therefore  submit 
to  their  taunts  and  insults.  The  time  had  arri- 
ved, he  believed,  when  it  was  imperative  upon  us 
to  look  more  to  our  internal  defences,  and  not 
throw  the  whole  burthen  upon  the  mother-coun- 
try. Ho  thought  that  if  the  reciprocity  treaty- 
should  ever  be  repealed  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
these  Provinces  when  united  to  combine  and  pre- 
tectthe  ir  fisheries  by  alt  the  means  in  their  power 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  Americans. 

Dr  Hamilton  said  that  he  had  been  always  in- 
clined to  regard  the  question  in  a favorable  light. 
It  would  be  unwise  in  him  at  that  late  hour  to 
enter  iuto  any  arguments  upon  a subject  which 
was  clearly  already  exhausted.  There  were  a 
few  points,  however,  which  he  thought  should  be 
taken  into  consideration.  As  regards  the  geo- 
graphical features  of  British  North  America,  it 
formed,  as  any  one  could  see  by  looking  at  the 
map,  a vast  extent  of  country,  stretching  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  embracing  every" 
variety  of  soil,  and  resources,  that  could  be  possi- 
bly imagined.  In  this  vast  extent  of  country  Nova 
Scotia  occupied  a most  important  position, stretch- 
ing out  as  it  did  far  on  the  path  to  Europe.  He 
believed  that  the  day  was  not  far  distant  when 
these  Colonies  would  take  a position  as  respects 
their  resources  and  commerce  not  surpassed  on 
this  continent.  Every  one  knew  the  old  adage, 
“ union  is  strength,”  and  why  should  not  a 
principle  so  valuable  in  ordinary  affairs  be  ap- 
plied to  these  Provinces?  Why  not  unite  us  in 
such  a way  that  there  might  not  be  the  different 
ces  that  now  existed  in  respect  to  commerce, 
tariff,  currencies?  In  the  early  history  of  these 
Provinces  the  present  state  of  things  might  suffice, 
but  with  the  increase  of  population,  and  general 
development  of  the  country  the  necessity  for  a 
change  had  arisen. 

It  was  true  that  we  have  responsible  govern- 
ment in  this  Province,  as  far  as  the  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs  was  concerned  ; but  in  the 
country  districts  we  were  governed  by  an  irre- 
sponsible magistracy.  He  conceived  that  a union 
of  the  Colonies  would  remove  what  he  considered 
& great  evil,  for  it  would  give  us  what  every 
man  should  desire  to  see  in  this  country,  namely, 
Municipal  Incorporations  for  the  management  of 
local  affairs.  Instead  of  two  or  three  thousand 
men  managing  the  affairs  of  the  various  counties, 
we  would  have  only  two  or  three  hundred.  He 
believed  that  a union  would  tend  to  the  lessening 
of  the  expenses  of  government.  If  the  Colonies 
were  united  it  might  be  fairly  presumed  that  the 
number  of  representatives  would  be  very  materi- 
ally lessened,  whilst  the  representation  would  be 
made  upon  a scale  far  more  equitable  than  ia 
possible  under  existing  circumstances.  He  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  conversing,  not  long  since, 
with  leading  men  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  and 
their  impression  was  that  a union  would  be  the 
means  of  settling  the  difficulties  that  now  existed 
in  that  colony  in  reference  to  the  land  question. 
In  conclusion,  he  expressed  his  belief  that  the 
union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  would  be  the 
precursor  of  a larger  union.  He  could  only  say 
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that  he  would  vote  for  the  resolution,  and  he 
trusted  that  when  the  delegates  returned,  it 
would  be  with  a project  to  which  he  could  give 
' hia  cordial  approval.  Of  course,  he  added,  he 
would  in  the  meantime  consult  with  the  part  of 
the  country  which  he  bad  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent, and  eudeavor^to  find  out  their  feelings  on  a 
subject  so  important  to  the  future  welfare  of  this 
Province. 

Mr.  J as.  McDonald  said  that  he  'felt  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  gentleman  to  express  his  views 
on  a question  involving  such  important  interests, 
though  he  confessed  that  he  rose  to  address  the 
House  for  a short  time  totally  unprepared  to  ap* 
proach  the  subject  in  the  manner  which  it  dea 
waoded  at  his  hands.  On  a question  so  perfectly 
well  understood  by  the  House  and  country,  he 
had  not  expected  such  a discussion  as  had  arisen. 
He  had  expected  what  it  had  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  hou.  mover  of  the  resolution,  an 
able  exposition  of  the  subject  in  all  its  features, 
and  what  it  obtained  from  the  leader  of  the  op- 
position, a speech  worthy  of  his  position  ; but  he 
must  confess  that  he  never  anticipated  that  the 
time  of  the  House  should  be  occupied  as  it  had 
been  in  the  preliminary  discussion  of  a measure 
wh:ch  in  his  humble  opinion  had  long  ago  been 
accepted  as  necessary  by  the  intelligent  public 
opinion  of  these  Provinces.  The  hon.  member 
for  Richmond  had  said  that  this  was  the  measure 
of  a few  designing  politicians.  From  that  view 
he  totally  dissented;  he  believed  that  there  was 
not  a single  intelligent  yeoman  in  this  country 
who  would  not  be  proud  to  see  the  time  when  our 
political  stains  would  be  raised  to  the  position  it 
would  be  by  the  Union  of  these  colonies.  He  felt 
persuaded  that  this  question  was  perfectly  under- 
stood and  appreciated  throughout  the  country, 
and  was  by  no  means  a scheme  of  a few  aspiring 
men  to  satisfy  their  ambition.  He  felt  in  addres- 
s:ng  the  House  that  he  was  arguing  upon  a ques- 
tion concerning  which  all  the  arguments  had 
been  utterly  exhausted.  He  felt  as  if  he 
were  presumptuous  in  approaching  the  dis- 
cussion of  a qftestion  which  had  been  time 
and  again  handled  by  some  of  the  most  emi- 
nent men  which  this  country  had  produced.  In 
fact  there  was  hardly  a prominent  public  man  in 
this  country  for  the  last  twenty  years  who  had 
not  enlightened  and  instructed  the  people  on 
this  subject  He  must  say  that  the  remarks 
made  in  opposition  to  this  scheme,  had  not  been 
of  a character  which  he  thought  could  rec  >m» 
mend  itself  to  the  sound  judgment  of  the  country. 
According  to  the  hon.  members  for  Richmond 
and  Annapolis,  we  were  asked  to  introduce  a 
fire  brand  in  the  country — to  give  up  the  public 
i advantages  we  now  etijoy — and  introduce  any 
amount  of  matters  that  will  convulse  the  public 
mind.  He  dissented  altogether  from  that  opinion 
for  he  believed  that  we  were  asked  to  take  a step 
that  will  tend  to  raise  our  country  to  the  posi- 
tion which  God  and  nature  intended  she  should. 
He  fully  concurred  with  the  views  of  hon.  gen- 
tlemen who  expressed  their  belief  that  it  was  our 
j true  policy  to  commence  to  lay  the  foundations 
, of  a scheme  that  would  unite  all  the  British  colo- 
| nies  in  one  grand  Union,  stretching  from  these 
| Atlantic  shores  to  the  far  Pacific  ocean.  At  pre- 


sent, however,  for  the  reasons  which  hadl)een  so 
forcibly  and  clearly  stated  by  the  Provincial 
Secretary,  the  greater  Union  at  present  would 
be  impracticable,  and  under  these  circumstances 
we  were  asked  to  take  the  next  best  step — one 
that  was  within  our  reach — and  that  was,  the 
Union  of  the  Maritime  Colonies.  We  were  now 
asked  to  rise  above  our  petty  condition — to  be- 
come an  integral  part  of  one  great  Province.  We 
ware  not  asked  to  unite  our  country  with  coun- 
tries from  whom  we  expect  to  receive  no  return 
— we  were  not  asked  to  strike  down  the  barriers 
of  commerce  in  order  to  foster  countries  from 
whom  wo  shall  derive  no  benefit,  but  we  were 
called  upon  to  unite  with  lands  of  great  wealth 
ot  resources.  Nature  seemed  to  have  marked 
out  the;e  Provinces,  by  their  geographical  posi- 
tion and  by  their  resources,  especially  for  the 
habitation  of  men.  Nova  Scotia  was  a piece  of 
land  enriched  beyond  calculation  in  minerals  of 
the  richest  character.  The  bowels  of  the  Pro- 
vince, from  one  end  to  the  other,  teemed  with 
coal,  copper,  gold, — with  everything  that  could 
engage  the  attention  of  mau.  Prince  Edward 
Island  was  a colony  not  surpassed  in  fertility  in 
agricultural  productions  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
New  Brunswick,  too,  was  a country  possessed  of 
a fertile  soil,  end  of  other  resources  of  a most 
desirable  character.  In  fact,  these  Provinces 
possessed  all  those  capabilities  that  would  make 
them  a great  country — great  in  commerce  and 
great  in  manufactures  ; and  he  conceived 
that  Union  was  the  step  that  was  necessary  to 
develope  their  riches  to  the  fullest  extent,  and 
place  them  on  the  road  to  future  greatness. 
Why,  then,  should  this  great  measure  of  progress 
be  delayed  by  the  chimeras  and  phantasies  of  a 
few?  What  was?  there  in  the  gloomy  anticipations 
of  the  hon  member  for  Richmond  to  induce  the 
intelligent  men  of  this  country  to  delay  a con- 
summation so  devoutly  to  be  wished?  Nona 
whatever.  What  was  therj  to  lead  us  to  suppose 
that  union  with  N.  Brunswick  would  tend  to  dis- 
union ? It  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  tend 
to  a directly  opposite  result.  Instead  of  continu- 
ing and  fostering  the  partisan  feelings  of  which 
we  could  scarcely  divest  ourselves  at  present,  we 
would  be  enabled  to  take  a far  larger  view  of 
things  the  moment  we  came  into  contact  with 
men  who  were  accustomed  to  look  at  matters 
from  a different  stand-point — free  from  these 
prejudices  and  feelings  that  would  naturally 
sway  ourselves.  But  we  were  told  that  this  union 
would  result  in  quarrels,  and  the  case  of  Canada 
was  adduced.  Any  one  might  see  from  the  very 
basis  of  the  union  of  the  Canadas  that  these 
quarrels  must  have  arisen.  It  was  not  strange 
that  a Colony  which  had  grown  up  with 
such  remarkable  rapidity  should  be  dissa- 
tisfied with  an  arrangement  which  compelled 
it  to  remain  on  the  same  footing  as  regards 
representation  with  a colony  which  had  remained 
stationary,  if  it  had  not  actually  decreased  in 
population.  But  we  were  not  asked  to  adopt  a 
policy  which  had  led  to  such  results-  ia  Canaaa. 
He  had  every  belief  that  when  the  plan  arrived 
at  by  the  delegates  came  to  be  submitted,  it 
would  be  found  that  no  rights  or  privileges  of 
this  Province,  or  of  any  man  ia  it,  would  be  for- 
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fei  ed  onjbetrayed.  It  had  been  said  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Annapolis  that  an  arrangement 
might  be  made  between  the  Provinces  in  regard 
to  the  tariff,  without  any  such  union  as  proposed. 
Now  nothing  but  a complete  union  of  the  colo- 
nies could  by  any  possibility  break  down  these 
distinct  tariffs  according  to  his  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject. In  New  Brunswick,  at  the  present  moment, 
the  ad  valorem  duties  were  15  per  cent.,  and  in 
Nova  Scotia  10  per  cent. ; and  it  was  impossible 
to  see  what  arrangement  could  be  made  between 
the  Governments  of  the  two  Provinces  that  would 
protect  New  Brunswick  in  that  duty  which  she 
Considered  necessary  to  collect  for  her  own  pur- 
poses. What  were  the  United  States  of  America? 
They  were  nothing  more  than  an  aggregation  of 
United  Colonies,  and  nothing  had  tended  more  to 
their  development  than  the  far-sighted  policy 
that  had  been  adopted  in  their  early  days  of  al- 
lowing free  trade  between  each.  The  manufactu- 
rer of  Boston  could  send  to  New  Orleans 
the  products  of  his  workshops,  or  his  looms, 
without  being  subject  to  aay  hostile  tariff,  and 
received  in  return  what  he  wanted  free  of  duty. 
Again,  the  benefits  of  a Union  would  be  obvi- 
ously great  in  placing  us  in  a position  to  become  a 
manufacturing  country.  Nova  Scotia  would  have 
in  the  neighbouring  Provinces  a market  for  her 
commodities  which  now  is  wanting.  He  did  not 
think,  however,  the  argument  that  had  been 
raised  in  respect  to  self-defence  had  any  weight, 
for  we  were  not  big  enough  to  be  able  to  make 
any  forcible  resistance  by  ourselves  against  a co- 
lossal power  like  that  of  the  States.  What  could 
we  do  against  such  an  army  as  that  country 
could  hurl  down  at  any  moment  upon  these  Pro* 
vinces  ? It  was  our  duty  to  render  such  assis- 
tance as  we  could  give  to  the  country  in  which 
we  lived,  but  we  must  depend  chiefly  for  many 
years  to  come  on  the  bold  mother  who  had  so 
long  defended  us.  Iu  conclusion,  Mr,  McDonald 
expressed  his  conviction  that  no  difficulty  would 
arise  in  respect  to  the  location  of  the  capital  of 
the  United  Provinces,  and  his  hope  that  the 
House  would  unanimously  pass  the  resolution 
providing  for  the  preliminary  steps  which  were 
requisite  before  this  great  project  could  be  con- 
summated. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  resolution 
was  carried  without  a dissentient  voice. 

Hon  Prov.  Seo.  moved  that  the  fact  that  the 
fact  that  the  resolution  had  passed  unanimously 
be  stated  in  the  journals. 

Mr.  Longley  objected  to  this,  and  it  wa*S- 
nally  agreed  that  the  word  “ unanimously' ’should 
not  be  inserted. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


SUMMARY  REPORT. 

Monday,  4th  April,  1864. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  house  met  at  11  o’clock. 

Mr.  Archibald  introduced  a bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  outside  the 
province. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee,  and  was 
for  some  time  occupied  with  the  following  biils 
an  which  were  made  several  amendments  : — “To 


Incorporate  the  Bridgeport  and  Boston  Mining 
Company;  to  incorporate  the  Louisbarg  and 
Cow  Bay  Railway  Company ; to  incorporate 
the  International  C al  and  Railway  Company ; 
to  amend  the  Act  incorporating  the  Glace  Bay- 
Mining  Company. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION- 

On  resuming  at  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
the  Provincial  Secretary  presented  a petition 
from  R.  J Black,  Cumberland,  and  J.  J.  Dunbar, 
ofDigby,  relative  to  obstructions  in  rivers  which 
are  injurious  to  valuable  tracts  of  crown  lands. 
At  his  suggestion  they  wer  referred  to  the 
committee  of  crown  lands. 

Mr.  Donkin  introduced  a bill  to  build  abridge 
across  the  Nsppan  river,  in  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec  presented  a,  petition  on  a pos- 
tal affair  which  was  referred  to  a committee  on 
the  Post  Office. 

Hon  Atty.  Goa.  introduced  a bill  relating  to 
emigrants  It  was  intended,  he  said,  as  an 
addition  to  the  bill  of  last  year,  which,  he  said, 
was  altogether  inefficient  for  working  out  an 
emigration  system. 

Mr.  Tobin  read  from  the  emigration  report  of 
last  year  to  show  how  ittle  was  done  in  the  way 
of  emigration.  He  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  try  and  keep  our  young  men  in  the  country 
who  were  leaving  every  day,  to  his  great  regret. 
He  believed  that  the  construction  of  one  mile  of 
railway  would  do  more  to  bring  immigrants  here 
than  any  emigration  bill. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  one  reason  for  this 
exodus  was  the  fictitious  value  of  money  in  the 
States  at  the  present  time. 

Dr.  Slocomb  said  that  t was  absurd  to  expect 
men  new  to  a country  like  this  to  settle  on  our 
crown  lands  with  any  prospect  of  success,  as  a 
general  thing.  He  believed  that  these  lands 
must  be  settled  by  our  young  men  wtose  pa- 
rents have  cleared  farms,  and  vvh*>  are  naturally 
acquainted  with  the  hardship  of  settling  this 
c untry.  It  should  be  our  object  to  encourage 
home  manufactures  if  we  wished  to  see  any  im- 
migration from  abroad. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  said  that  it  was  absurd  to  ex- 
pect an  emigration  office  to  be  of  much  benefit 
in  the  course  of  one  year.  He  considered  there 
was  never  a time  in  the  history  of  the  country 
when  such  an  office  was  more  wanted,  and  that 
a large  amount  of  immigration  could  be  absorb- 
ed during  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Parker  advocated  the  construction  of 
roads  through  all  the  c own  lands  as  the  best 
means  of  making  them  available. 

Mr.  Blanchard  was  glad  to  find  the  hon.  Atty. 
Gen  had  adopted  the  idea  he  had  so  often  en- 
forced on  the  committee  on  this  subject — that 
squatters  on  crown  lands  should  be  allowed  to 
earn  the  p ice  of  the  lots  by  labor  on  the  roads. 

He  also  remarked  that  although  the  Sol.  Gen. 
had  said  last  year’s  immigration  bill  could  not 
lave  been  expected  to  have  worked  a mira- 
cle, yet  it  had  with  the  assistance  of  the  Immi- 
gration commissioner  brought  about  the  emi- 
gration of  the  late  government,  and  the  immi- 
gration of  the  present. 

Hon.  Mr.  MacFarlane  introduced  an  act 
relating  to  the  appointment  and  duties  o'  officers 
of  customs. 
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It  was  decided  to  discuss  this  bill  (which  is  in 
the  old  law  which  i on  the  statute  Book)  in 
committee. 

Hon.  Prov.  Ffc.  laid  on  the  table  a return 
asked  for  by  the  hon.  member  for  Halifax,  con- 
nected with  a mining  district  at  G y’s  River. 

The  Registration  Bill  was  then  taken  up  for 
the  third  reading. 

Dr.  Flocumb  wished  the  bill  to  require  the 
return  of  certain  tables  showing  the  occupations 
of  the  country,  in  connection  with  the  longevity 
of  life,  and  drew  some  amusing  comparisons 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  wished  that  the  medical 
men  should  be  paid  a small  fee  for  the  returns 
they  are  obliged  to  make  j but  his  suggest 
tion  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
House. 

The  Bill  then  passed. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  and 
was  occupied  for  some  time  with  he  Probate 
law'  in  the  R S. 

The  House  adjourdfed  untill  11  o’clock  the 
next  day. 


Tuesday,  April  5. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock,  and  went  into 
Committee  on  Bills,  and  t ok  up  the  incorpora- 
tion bills 

Hon  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Miller,  and  other 
gentlemen  called  attention' to  the  necessity  of 
giving  more  consideration  to  bills  connected 
with  such  impor  ant  interes  s 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  said  that  the  House  had 
already  transacted  a great  deal  of  business,  but 
there  was  s4ill  much  to  be  done,  and  he  regret- 
ted that  gentlemen  attended  so  irregularly. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  the  House  ought 
to  meet  at  a far  earlier  period  in  the  year, 
and  that  it  was  only  due  to  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral to  state  that  he  was  always  at  his  post,  push- 
ing forward  the  public  business 

Mr.  Tobin  thought  the  House  should  meet 
earlier  than  it  did,  and  said  that  when  April 
came  it  was  difficult  to  have  members  reg  lar 
in  their  attendance. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec.  said  that  the  difficulty  in  res- 
pect to  ao  early  meeting  of  the  House  arose  from 
the  fact  that  the  financial  ylfear  ended  on  the 
31st  Dec.,  and  that  the  ccounts  had  to  be  pre- 
sented a very  few  days  after  the  opening  of  the 
session. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  mov  d that  all  the  acts 
of  incorporation  before  the  committee  be  sub- 
ject to  the  double  liability  provision. 

After  some  discussion  on  this  point,  Mr  John- 
ston’s motion  was  lost  by  a very  considerable 
majority. 

A good  deal  was  said  about  a bill  providing 
for  a harbor  at  Bridgeport.  Mr  Arclnbald 
argued  strongly  in  favor  of  protecting  the  rights 
of  the  public. 

The  Committee  ro=e  and  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  resuming  at  3 o’clock,  Hon.  Mr  Johnston 
introduced  a bill  concern  ng  the  police  force  of 
the  city  of  Haliiax.  It  provides  for  a stipend- 
iary magistrate. 


Mr.  James  McDonald,  Chairman  of  Corn-* 
mittee  o > Private  Bills,  reported  up  the  follow- 
ing : — “ Relative  to  a poor  district  in  Cumber- 
land ; relative  to  a town  clock  in  Pictou;  to  re- 
peal part  of  act  concerning  county  of  Hants ; to 
amend  and  continue  chapter  52  and  the  acts  ia 
amendment  thereof.”  - 

Hon  Mr  Johnston  moved  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  of  the  “ Exportation  of  goods  and  draw- 
backs.” 

Mr  Longley  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted for  the  purpose  of  striking  out  the  clausa 
relating  to  officers’  wines.  Lost  on  division  by 
7 to  34. 

Yeas  — -Dr.  Hamilton,  Parker,  McLelan,  Don* 
kin,  Blanchard,  Longley,  Coffin. 

Nays. — Killam,  Jost,  James  Fraser,  Find 
Sec.,  Atty.  Gen  , Tapper,  Sol.  Gen.,  More,  Bill, 
Heffernan,  Lawrence,  Robertson,  Allison,  Pryor, 
McKay,  Whitman,  Tobin,  J.  McDonald,  Slo- 
cumb,  Miller,  Bourinot,  S.  Campbell,  Colin 
Campbell,  Locke,  Ross,  Balcam,  Robicheau, 
Smyth,  Annand,  Hill,  Dr.  Brown,  Caldwell, 
McKinnon.  Archibald. 

The  bill  incorporating  shipwrights  and  caulk- 
ers of  Dartmouth  was  also  read  a third  time  and 
sent  to  the  Council. 

The  Legislative  Council  reported  up  several 
bills,  among  which  was  the  Pictou  Railway 
till ; also  that  they  adhered  to  the  amendment 
to  the  sheriffs’  bill. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on 
Bills,  and  passed  the  Custom’s  act  and  Probata 
law,  in  the  R S. 

The  House  then  adjourned  at  6. 

Wednesday,  April  6. 

MORNING  SESSION.  ' 

The  House  met  at  11  and  wentinto  Committee, 
and  passed  the  following  bills  : — 

Te  provide  for  the  building  of  a bridge  across 
the  Nappan  River,  Cumberland. 

To  incorporate  Lutheran  Congregation  at 
Bridgewater 

To  provide  for  the  appointment  of  Gas  In- 
spector. 

To  regulate  the  herring  fishery  of  Annapolis. 

To  authorize  the  appointment  of  Commission- 
ers without  the  Province. 

Relative  to  the  county  of  Yarmouth. 

Relative  to  school  lands  ia  Horton. 

Relative  to  Poor  District  in  Cumberland. 

Relative  to  Town  Clock  in  Pictou. 

To  amend  and  continue  Chap.  52  and  Acts  in 
amendment  thereof. 

Some  piogress  was  made  with  the  city  bills. 

The  House  adjourned  until  3. 

AFTERNOON  8ESSION. 

The  House  resumed  at  3. 

Hou  Sol  Gen.  introduced  the  Militia  Act, 
and  briefly  t-.xplained  its  provisions.  The  Adju- 
tant Gen.,  with  the  aid  he  could  afford  him,  had 
been  able  to  frame  such  a bill  as  he  hoped  would 
suggest  itself  to  the  approval  of  the  House.  The 
bill  is  divided  into  different  heads,  detailing 
the  different  services  to  be  performed,  fines  to  be 
collected,  etc.  Instead  of  three  classes  there  are 
two;  the  first  from  16  to  45,  and  the  other  from 
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45  to  60.  The  magistracy  are  not  exempted 
from  drill,  but  are  cbliged  to  take  out  commis- 
sions or  to  serve  in  the  ranks.  The  first  portion 
of  the  bill  treats  of  classification  and  enrolment  ; 
of  the  organization  of  regiments  and  subordinate 
subdivisions  and  regulations  for  distributing  and 
facilitating  the  performance  of  militia  duty  in 
time^f  peace,  and  of  training  and  discipline;  of 
musters,  Beards  of  Appeal,  exemptions,  etc.^  of 
militia  returns  of  strength,  training  and  regi- 
mental finances;  of  militia  courts  of  peace;  of 
the  organization,  discipline,  and  training  of 
volunteers  of  the  militia  staff  in  time  of  peace;  of 
arms,  armories,  military  stores,  buildings, 
grounds,  and  target  practice;  of  fioes  and  pro- 
ceedings for  their  recovery.  The  concluding  por- 
tion of  the  bill  refers  to  arrangements  for  the 
militia  in  time  of  w*r.  It  provides  for  the  car- 
rying out  of  Her  Majesty’s  regulations  for  the 
regular  army. ' 

The  bill  was  read  a second  time  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

The  Legislative  Council,  by  message,  informed 
the  House  that  they  had  agreed  to  a bill  relating 
to  a harbor-master  at  Pictou,  and  to  a bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Albion  Mines  Union  Association', 
without  amendments,  and  to  the  following  bills 
— to  incorporate  the  Cobequid  Marine  Insurance 
Company — to  incorporate  the  Albion  Mines  Sa- 
vings Bank — to  incorporate  the  Sisters  of  Chari- 
ty with  amendments,  which  being  merely  verbal 
were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  Council  also  agreed  to  chapters^68  and 
126  R.  S. , as  amended. 

The  house  went  into  committee  on  bills,  and 
fook  up  the  act  relating  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  in  civil  cases  Mr.  Bourinot 
moved  that  the  jurisdiction  t e extended,  in  the 
case  of  one  Justice,  from  £3  to  £5,  and  of  two 
Justices,  from  £10  to  £20  A long  discussion 
ensued.  Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  opposed  the  mo- 
tion. He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Miller — the  Sol. 
Gen. — the  Atty.  Gen, — Mr.  Archibald— S.  Mc- 
Donnell—MaeEarlane,  and  Mr.  S Campbell, 
who  took  the  same  view,  and  Messrs.  Parker — 
Locke — Dr  Hamilton — Mr.  Longley — Hon.  Prov. 
Sec.  and  Mr.  Ross— in  favor  of  the  extended  ju 
risdiction. 

Mr.  Tobin  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  ef- 
fect that  in  cases  where  the  whole  dealing  or 
cause  of  action  does  not  exceed  $25,  two  Jus- 
tices shall  have  jurisdiction,  and  where  it  ex- 
ceeds $25,  and  does  not  exceed  $100,  three  Jus- 
tices shall  have  cognizance  over  the  matter  in 
dispute. 

The  Hon.  Prov.  Sec.,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks in  favor  of  the  extension  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion, referred  to  the  necessity  for  some  measures 
being  adopted  to  expedite  the  transaction  of  bu- 
siness in  the  higher  Courts  of  Justice,  and  inti- 
mated that  the  government  would  turn  their  at 
tention  to  the  subject  during  the  recess. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr  .Tobin’s  amend- 
ment, which  was  lost  by  a large  majority,  Mr. 
Bourinot’s  amendment  was  then  carried,  23  to 
13. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  introduced  a bill  to  incorporate 
the  Truro  Cemetery  Company. 


Mr/  Jas.  McDonald  introduced  a bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  stipendiary  magis- 
trades. 

Then  the  house  adjourned  untill  the  next  day 
at  11  o’clock. 

Thursday,  7th  April. 

MQBNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock 
Several  bills  were  read  a third  time. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  presented  a petition  from 
an  aged  teacher  in  Annapolis,  asking  for  a free 
grant  of  land. 

Hon.  Mr.  LeYesoonte  introduced  a bill  to 
change  the  name  of  Little  River,  in  the  county 
of  Richmond,  to  Port  Richmond.  It  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time. 

The  roll  of  the  Committees  was  called  over, 
and  it  was  stated  that  all  of  them  will  probably 
report  during  the  present,  or  in  the  commence- 
ment of  next  week.  * 

The  House  adjourned  till  3. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  resuming  at  three  o’clock  the  Attorney  General 
introduced  a bill  relative  to  crown  lands.  He  said  this 
-was  a re-enactment  of  all  the  laws  existing  on  the 
Statute  book.  Several  clauses  are  added  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rendering  more  explicit  the  existing  regula- 
tions. It  is  also  provided  that  settlers  who  wish  can 
take  up  crown  lands  and  pay  for  them  by  performing 
work  on  roads;  and  that  the  Governor  in  council  can 
issue  directions,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  the  com- 
missioner of  crown  lands  to  cause  lands  to  be  opened 
up  through  any  tracts  of  land  necessary  for  settle- 
ment. 

On  motion  ot  the  Provincial  Secretary,  the  resolu- 
tion relative  to  the  union  of  the  colonies,  was  sent  to 
the  Legislative  Council  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Kaulback  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Lutheran  congregation  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Bridgewater. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  that  this  bill  be  deferred  until 
that  day  three  months,  and,  at  his  request,  a petition 
against  the  bill  was  read.  The  petitioners  declare  they 
compose  a majority  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  if  the  petition  was  correct,  its 
prayer  should  be  considered. 

Mr.  dost  said  that  he  was  informed  that  the  petition 
was  not  to  be  relied  upon,  inasmuch  as  a large  propor- 
tion of  the  petitioners  did  not  belong  to  the  congrega- 
tion. In  fact  it  was  stated  that  only  .9  members  sign- 
ed it. 

Mr.  Kaulback  said  from  his  own  knowledge  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  petitioners  did  not  belong  to 
the  congregation,  amMhat  all  the  signatures  appeared 
to  be  written  by  threepersons.  He  read  a certificate 
from  one  Jacob  Misener,  stating  that  he  had  never 
signed  the  petition,  though  his  name  was  affixed  to  it. 
The  name  of  a Catholic  was  also  appended. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  he  had  always  believed  that 
the  bill  was  irregularly  before  tlie  house;  the  law  al- 
ready provided  machinery  for  incorporation. 

Mr.  Archibald  doubted  very  much,  in  looking  over 
the  petition,  that  it  was  only  signed  by  three  persons. 
He  thought  the  matter  should  have  been  sifted  by  a 
committee,  and  further  evidence  adduced. 

Dr.  Slocumb  wished  to  know  what  evidence  the 
hon.  gentleman  wanted. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec.  thought  the  house  should  accept  the 
statements  of  the  representatives  of  Lunenburg,  as  en- 
titled to  every  respect. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  was  surprised  to  find  the  hon. 
leader  of  the  Opposition  all  at  once  influenced  by  such 
a newborn  sympathy  for  the  right  of  petition. 

Mr.  Longley  argued  against  the  hill  as  being  in  an 
irregular  manner  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Jost  said  to  pass  the  bill  would  be  only  an  act  of 
justice  under  all  the  circumstances. 

Dr.  Slocumb  replied  to  Mr.  Longley  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  stated  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
it,  from  his  own  personal  knowledge.  He  said  the  pr- 
tition  carried  a falsehood  on  its  face,  and  that  it  had 
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been  concocted  by  three  persons,  who  were  known  to 
be  in  antagonism  to  Mr.  Hutchinson,  the  minister  of 
the  congregation. 

On  a division  the  motion  to  defer  was  lost  by  a large 
majority. 

Teas.— Parker.  Archibald.  McLel an,  Heffernan,  Mil-' 
ler.  J.  McDonald,  Donkin,  Longley,  Robertson,  Hill, 
Blanchard,  Locke,  Blackwood,  S.  Campbell,  Collin, 
Annand,  C.  .L  Campbell,  Caldwell,  Balcom,  Ross. 

Against. — E.  L.  Brown,  Hatfield,  McEarlane,  Kil- 
lam,  D.  Eraser,  J.  Campbell,  More,  Pryor,  Bill,  J.  Era- 
ser, Allison,  Fin.  Sec.,  'Whitman,  Churchill,  King 
McKay,  Tobin,  Hamilton,  Kaulback,  Jost,  Slocumb, 
Atty.  Gen.,  Prow  Sec..  James  McDonald,  Bonrinot, 
Colin  Campbell,  Cowie,  Robicheau,  P.  Smyth,  McKin- 
non, Sol.  Gen. 

Mr.  Blanchard  then  moved  that  two  clauses— oneto 
give  the  doing  of  the  meeting  the  force  ot  law,  and  the 
other  to  enable  them  to  sell  real  estate— be  struck  out 
on  the  ground  that  they  are  unprecedented  in  such 
acts  of  incorporation.  Subsequently  he  withdrew  his 
amendment. 

A rider  was  added  to  the  bill  providing  that  it 
should  not  interfere  with  private  rights. 

Mr.  Blanchard  wished  that  the  house  should  under- 
stand whether  it  would  not  he  henceforth  expected 
that  bills  incorporating  congregations  should  pay  the 
usual  $20  required  from  private  individuals.  (The  hill 
in  question,  it  will  he  remembered,  had  been  exempt- 
ed from  the  payment  on  the  occasion  of  its  introduc- 
tion.) 

Hon.  Prow  Sec.  moved  that  bills  to  incorporate  re- 
ligious and  charitable  institutions  should  be  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  the  $20. 

The  resolution  was  carried  after  some  desultory  de- 
bate. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.,  introduced  a bill  to  incorporate  the 
Mutual  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  introduced  a bill  concerning  mines 
and  minerals.  He  stated  it  is  a consolidation  of  all  the 
laws  relating  to  minerals,  including  gold,  and  con- 
tains several  very  material  amendments,  It  provides 
for  the  management  of  all  our  mines  and  minerals  un- 
der one  department,  and  an  addition  of  an  officer  to 
the  staff  of  the  gold  commissioner,  who  is  to  be  in- 
spector of  mines.  The  crown  land  department  hence- 
forth is  accordingly  no  longer  to  have  charge  of  our 
coal  fields— the  additional  duties  imposed  having  been 
found  to  interfere  seriously  with  the  legitimate  duties 
of  the  office.  The  government  pledge  themselves  to 
obtain  the  services  of  a man  of  the  best  scientific  skill 
for  the  onerous  and  responsible  position  of  inspector 
of  mines. 

Hitherto  the  applicant  has  paid  $10  lerNo.  1 area, 
and  if  successful  in  dueling  gold  he  received  the  money 
back  in  payment  of  royalty.  Henceforth  the  ap- 
plicant must  pay  $2  which  is  not  to  be  returned 
whether  successful  or  not. 

Arrangements,  are  provided  for  an  agreement  be- 
tween persons  wishing  to  mine,  and  the  owners  of  pri- 
vate lands  whereon  such  mines  are  situated.  The  late 
act  provided  for  the  revesting  such  lands  in  the  crown 
— thereby  causing  a great  deal  .of  injury  both  to  pri- 
vate individuals  as  well  as  the  entire  province.  The 
present  law  abandons  this  policy  and  allows  a person 
wishing  to  mine  to  make  arrangements  with  the  own- 
er, and  in  case  of  difficulty  arising  with  him  allows 
arbitration.  The  award  must  be  paid  to  the  owner 
heft  re  he  can  obtain  a lease  from  the  chief  commis- 
sioner. 

It  is  provided  that  all  leases  in  one  gold  district  shall 
be  as  one,  and  1 lie  work  for  all  may  be  done  on  one  or 
more  as  deemed  advisable  by  the  lessee.  Where  a lease 
is  forfeited  the  land  is  to  revert  to  the  crown  though 
the  lessee  may  remove  buildings,  &c.  One  hundred 
acres  is  given  as  the  limit  of  prospecting  licenses— the 
length  not  to  exceed  double  the  breadth.  No  pros- 
pecting license  shall  allow  a pa'rty  to  enter  any  build- 
ing, garden,  orchard,  or  grounds  reserved  for  orna- 
ment  or  under  cultivation.  Discoverer  of  new  mines, 
as  heretofore,  shah  he  entitled  to  a lease  free.  Crush- 
ing mills  must  take  out  a license  under  a penalty. 
Three  parts  shall  be  collected  after  the  separation  of 
the  gold  from  the  quartz  for  Her  Majesty.  If  the  mill- 
owner  fails  to  collect  or  pay  over  the  royalty  he  shall 
be  liable  to  a suit.  He  must  at  the  same  time  he  pays 
his  royalty  send  a copj  of  his  account  book.  A li- 
censed mill-owner  shall  receive  5 per  cent,  for  collect- 
ing. The  lessee,  however,  is  to  be  answerable  for  all 
royalties  except  what  is  crushed  at  the  mill.  Returns 


of  work  are  to  be  made  on  1st  Jan..  1st  April,  1st  July, 
1st  October.  Provision  is  made  for  appeal  to  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  &c.,  as  heretofore. 

The  concluding  portion  of  the  bill  refers  to  other 
minerals  than  gold.  $20  is  Required  as  payment  per 
acre  of  5 square  miles.  The  proceedings  in  respect  to 
damages  shall  be  the  same  as  in  the  case  of  gold 
mines.  The  Governor  in  Council  may  authorize  a li- 
cense or  lease  for  a larger  area  than  a mile  square,  if 
not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interests.  The  Teases 
of  coal  mines  shall  last  till  Aug.  2oth,  1886,  and  others 
than  coal  mines,  21  years.  Coal  pays  a royalty  oi  10 
cents  on  22401bs.;  iron  8 cents  a ton,  and  mine- 
rals, other  than  gold,  5 per  cent.  Returns,  with  ac- 
counts of  operations,  must  be  made  on  first  of  January 
of  every  year.  All  m ines  stated  to  be  colourably  worked 
are  to  be  rigidly  enquired  into. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 


Fkidat,  8th  April. 

MORNING  session:. 

The  house  met  at  10,  and  went  into  committee  on 
bills  and  passed  the  following: — To  incorporate  Block 
House  Mining  Co. ; Sea  Cove  Mining  Co. ; Cheticamp 
Mining  Co.;  Spring  Hill  Mining,  Manufacturing,  and 
Transportation  Co. ; Louisburg  Railway  Co. ; Boston 
and  Bridgeport  Mining  Co. ; Nova  Scotia  Mining  and 
Amalgamating  Co.;  Intercolonial  Railway  Co.;  to 
amend  act  incorporating  Glace  Bay  Mining  Co.  These 
bills  were  all  read  a third  time. 

Also  the  following  hills: — Relating  to  Emigrants; 
Relating  to  Crown  Lands;  Relating  to  Police  force  of 
city  of  Halifax,  with  amendments;  Relating  to  Gas. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  house  resumed  at  3 o’clock. 

Mr.  Archibald,  from  the  committee  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  laws,  reported  a bill  to  authorize  the  ses- 
sions of  fixe  county  of  Halifax  to  appoint  a governor 
for  the  new  County  Jail. 

Mr.  Janies  McDonald  moved  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  relating  to  railways. 

In  answer  to  an  enquiry  from  Mr.  Miller  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald stated  that  the  act  did  not  contemplate  impos- 
ing any  additional  liabilities  upon  the  province,  but 
merely  gave  the  government  power  in  case  they  should 
deem  it  wise  for  the  interests  of  the  province,  to  enter 
into  arrangements  to  have  the  roads  built  by  private 
companies  instead  of  as  government  works. 

A call  of  the  house  was  had. 

Mr.  Killam  moved  the  following  resolution— which 
he  prefaced  by  a few  remarks— in  which  he  stated  that 
he  did  so  in  consequence  of  the  altered  position  in 
which  the  question  stood  since  the  passing  of  the  Pic- 
tou  railway  bill  Then  some  members  were  induced  to 
vote  for  it  because  the  government  announced  their  in- 
tention of  repealing  the  Intercolonial  railroad  act;  but 
now  both  the  acts  remained  on  the  statute  book. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follows : — 

1.  No  contract  shall  be  entered  into  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Pictou  or  European  and  North  Ame- 
rican Railroad,  or  construction  commenced  on  the 
same,  until  the  time  has  elapsed  named  in  the  Interco- 
lonial bill  passed  in  1863,  allowed  for  the  Province  of 
Canada  and  New  Brunswick  to  perfect  the  necessary 
legislation. 

2.  That  no  tender  made  for  constructing  the  Pictou 
or  European  and  North  American  Railway  to  the  bor- 
ders of  New  Brunswick,  shall  be  accepted  before  being 
submitted  to  the  Legislature  for  approval. 

Mr.  Miller — after  pointing  out  the  vagueness  of  the 
clause,  and  the  danger  of  giving  the  government  such 
unlimited  power  as  to  engage  in  the  construction  of 
railroads  East  and  West,  without  the  approval  of  the 
Legislature— moved  that  the  clause  be  struck  out  alto- 
gether. 

A lengthened  debate  ensued,  which  occupied  the 
rest  of  the  day.  The  debate  was  adjourned  without 
rany  decision  Jiaving  been  arrived  at. 

The  Hon.  rrov.  $ec.,  by  command,  laid  on  the  table 
a despatch  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  joint  ad- 
dress of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assem- 
bly to  Her  Majesty  on  the  occasion  of  the  birth  of  the 
infant  Prince. 

The  Legislative  Conucil,  by  message,  informed  the 
house  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  following  bills  : 

To  alter  the  name  of  Robert  Burton  without  amende 
ment. 
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To  change  the  name  of  Lower  Cove,  Digby  County. 
To  add  an  electoral  district  in  Digby  County. 

To  incorporate  the  Yarmouth  Seminary  company. 

To  authorize  the  funding  of  certain  monies  due  the 
city  of  Halifax— and  to  a bill  relating  to  marine  courts 
of  enquiry,  with  amendments — And  to  a bill  to  Incor- 
porate the  Cobequid  Marine  Insurance  company— and 
the  Albion  Mines  Savings'  Bank  as  amended. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to— with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  amendment  to  the  bill  to  change  the  name 
of  Lower  Cove — which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Then  the  house  adjourned  until  10  o’clock  on  Mon- 
day. 

S2E  iL ATBWSiJ  T©  MIKES  AW» 
9111VEBAL8. 

Introduced  Thursday , 1th  April. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  introduced  a bill  concerning 
“ Mines  and  Minerals”  to  be  a Chap,  in  the  R. 
S.  In  introducing  it  he  stated  that  it  was  a con- 
solidation of  all  the  laws  on  th'e  subject  of  mines 
and  minerals,  and  then  went  on  to  give  the  foD 
lowing  synopsis  of  its  contents  : 

It  provides  for  the  appointment  of  an  Inspect- 
or of  Mines,  who  must  be  a thoroughly  scientific 
man  Heretofore  the  Gold  Commissioner  has 
had  the  charge  and  management  of  our  Gold 
Fields.  The  other  Mines  and  Minerals  have 
been  managed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands  The  extra  duty,  however,  that  has  con- 
sequently devolved  unou  that  officer  has 
most  materially  interfered  with  the  legitimate 
functions  of  bis  office.  The  force  employed  has 
been  found  altogether  insufficient  to  keep  up 
with  the  additional  work  that  has  been  imposed 
upon  the  Crown  Land  Department.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Government  had  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  would  be  better  to  place  the  whole 
of  our  minegand  minerals  under  the  charge  of 
one  department,  and  to  add  to  the  staff  connected 
with  the  Gold  Commissioner’s  office  an  officer 
whose  duty  it  shah  be  to  inspect  the  mines  of 
this  Province.  If  this  bill  passes,  the  Govern- 
ment will  feel  the  necessity  of  employing  the 
highest  skill  that  can  be  procured 

First  clause  in  the  bill  defines  what  a mine 
means. 

Second,  what  shall  be  understood  by  “gold 
bearing  quartz.” 

Third,  the  character  of  alluvial  diggings. 

Fourth  provides  for  the  appointment  of  Com- 
missioners of  Mines. 

Fifth  provides  f.r  the  appointment  of  Inspector 
of  Mines. 

Sixth  requires  bonds  from  the  Chief  Commie* 
sioner.  Deputies,  and  Inspector, — their  tenure 
of  office  to  be  during  pleasure. 

Seventh  declares  these  parties  ineligible  to  sit 
or  vote  in  the  Assembly  under  penalties  of  $200 
a day. 

Eight  requires  that  they  shall  take  no  part  in 
elections  under  $200  penalty. 

Ninth,  that  they  shall  not  be  interested  in 
mining  operations,  under  a penalty  of  $1000 

Then  comes  the  heading  of  “ Gold  Mines.” 

Tenth  clause  declares  that  the  Governor  and 
Council  may  proclaim  Gold  districts. 

Eleventh  provides  that  quartz  mining  shall  be 
laid  off  in  areas  of  150  feet  along  the  lode  by 
250  across. 


Twelfth  says  the?  must  be  laid  off  uniformity, 
the  measurements  to  be  horizontal  and  the  lines 
vertical  to  the  horizon. 

Thirteenth  provides  that  alluvial  diggings 
shall  be  laid  off  as  far  as  practicable  like  quartz. 

Fourteenth  provides  for  the  keeping  of  proper 
books  and  the  entering  cf  all  applications,  &o. 

Fifteenth  provides  for  the  keeping  of  proper 
plans,  &c. 

Sixteenth  declares  that  the  Deputy  on  receipt, 
of  application  shall  endorse  the  time  it  is  made, 
and  that  a party  shall  henceforth  pay  10s.  for  No. 

1 area. 

(Hitherto  the  applicant  paid  $10,  and  if  suc5- 
cessfulin  finding  gold  he  was  entitled  to  the  re- 
turn of  the  money  in  payment  of  any  royalty. 
Henceforth  the  10s  is  to  be  kept  under  any  cir- 
cumstance, whether  the  applicant  is  successful 
or  not*) 

Seventeenth  provides  for  an  agreement  between 
the  owners  of  private  lands  upon  which  lease  will 
issue. 

(The  policy  of  the  late  act,  it  may  be  here 
stated,  is  to  be  repealed  by  the  present  one.  It 
provided  that  the  government  had  the  power  of 
faking  away  from  any  person  his  property — by 
arbitration  or  award  or  in  some  other  way — and 
of  absolutely  revesting  it  in  the  Crown.  Great 
difficulties,  it  has  been  proved  by  experience 
have  arisen  in  consequence  of  this  provision.  It 
has  been  found  unjust  to  private  individuals, 
and  at  the  same  time  has  been  producive  of  in- 
jury to  the  Province  In  certain  cases  exorbi- 
tant prices  have  been  paid  for  lands.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  deemed  desirable  to 
abandon  the  present  system  and  allow  a person 
who  wishes  to  mine  on  private  lands  to  make  ar- 
rangements with  the  owner;  and  when  he  has 
done  so  he  can  apply  to  the  government  and  pro- 
cure the  mining  license.  If  the  party  cannot  make 
the  agreement  provision  is  made  in  the  set  for 
the  appointment  of  two  arbitrators.  In  case  the. 
proprietor  is  unknown,  or  refuses  to  appoint  one. 
the  custos  shall  do  bo.  When  two  arbitrators  can- 
not agree,  as  to  the  a, ward  or  as  to  the  appoint- 
ment uf  a third,  the  custos  can  appoint  a third. 
These  arbitrators  are  not  to  value  the  land,  but 
the  damage  that  is  to  accrue  to  the  owner  in  con- 
sequence of  its  use  for  mining  purposes  during 
the  whole  period  of  the  lease.  The  award  must 
be  paid  to  the  owner  before  the  party  can 
apply  for  a lease.  When  it’s  paid  he  can 
apply  to  the  Chief  Commissioner  and  procure  the 
mining  lease.  In  case,  however,  of  the  failure  of 
making  returns  or  the  payment  of  royalty  or  any 
other  cause,  toe  lease  is  forfeited,  and  the  mine 
goes  back  to  the  government.) 

18th  clause  provides  for  taking  easement  for 
working  and  ground  for  building,  etc. 

19th  provides  for  settlement  by  arbitration,  etc. 

20th.  declares  that  arbitrators  shall  be  sworn 
to  estimate  damages  and  make  returns  of  quanti- 
ty, ete,  of  land  required  to  be  adjudged  by  the 
Inspector  of  Mines. 

21st.  states  that  where  the  proprietor  is  un- 
known or  refuses  to  appoint  an  arbitrator,  the 
Custos  is  to  do.  so;  and  that  when  the  two  arbi- 
trators cannot  agree,  or  fail  to  appoint  a third, 
the  Custos  is  to  appoint  a third. 
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22nd  declares  that  when  the  applicant  has  paid 
the  money  for  damages,  he  shall  be  entitled  to 
eater  upon  the  premises. 

23rd.  declares  that  when  rights  are  in  dispute 
or  parties  are  unknown,  the  damages  shall  be 
•paid  to  the  county  Treasurer. 

24th.  provides  that  the  payment  in  that  way 
shall  exonerate  the  lessee,  but  parties  claiming 
the  money  after  it  has  been  paid  to  one  party 
may  try  out  their  right  by  an  action  for  money 
had  and  received. 

25th.  declares  that  in  case  of  a dispute  arising 
a Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  m^y  order  the 
amount  in  the  County  Treasurer’s  hands  to  be 
paid  to  a claimant  after  enquiry. 

26th  provides  that  the  mining  lessee  is  not  to  be 
implicated  in  case  of  any  dispute  arising. 

27th.  provides  that  where  a doubt  arises  as  to 
the  party  entitled  under  the  award,  a Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  is  to  decile. 

28th.  declares  that  the  parties  an  ler  lease  or 
license  shall  be  answerable  for  damages  arising 
from  falling  in  of  land,  e?c. 

29th-  states  the  period  at  which  leases  shall 
run  at  21  years,  but  they  may  be  surrendered  at 
any  time. 

30th  provides  that  leases  may  be  declared 
void  for  the  non-compliance  with  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  same. 

Slst  provides  tfiat  the  holders  of  a mining 
lease  may  use  the  land  only  for  mining  purposes; 
tracks  for  roads,  water  courses,  &c.,  being  re- 
served to  the  government  and  regulated  by  it. 

32nd  requires  100  days’  work  on  each  area  ; 
if  the  lessee  has  more  than  10,  but  not  more 
than  20,  during  the  first  year,  he  need  only  per- 
form | of  work;  if  from  20  to  30,  then  only  £ > 
if  he  has  30  and  upwards,  then  only 

33  requires  that  all  leases  in  one  gold  district 
shall  be  as  one,  and  the  work  for  ail  may  be 
done  on  one  or  more  as  deemed  most  advisable 
by  the  lessee 

34  requires  that  where  the  whole  work  is  not 
done  for  all  the  areas,  the  lessee  may  seleet 
what  shall  not  be  forfeited. 

35  states  that  where  a lease  is  forfeited 
the  land  is  to  revert  to  the  Crown,  but  the  lessee 
may  remove  buildings,  etc. 

86  provides  that  lands  may  be  applied  for 
when  staked  off,  though  they  may  not  be  in  a pro- 
claimed gold  district. 

37  provides  that  in  all  cases  not  provided  for 
under  the  revesting  clause,  the  chief  commis- 
sioner can  arrange  them  under  the  clauses  provi- 
ding for  arbitration,  etc. 

88  provides  for  prospecting  licenses. 

39  gives  100  acres  as  the  limits  of  a prospect- 
ing license — the  length  not  to  exceed  double  the 
breadth. 

40  requires  that  licenses  shall  last  for  3 
months. 

41  requires  that  applications  shall  define  by 
metes  and  bounds,  and  that  50  cents  be  paid  per 
acre  up  to  10  acres,  and  25  cents  above  that 
number. 

42  provides  for  bonds  to  be  first  given  to  pay 
damages,  royalties,  etc. 

43  states  that  if  the  owner  of  the  land  requires 
damages  he  must,  within  3 months,  make  his  ap- 


plication and  if  an  agreement  cannot  be  arrived 
at,  the  difficulty  must  be  settled  by  arbitration. 
In  case  either  party  refuse  to  appoint,  the  Gustos 
shall  do  so. 

44  provides  that  parties  complying  with  the 
requisite  regulations  shall  be  entitled  to  a re- 

• newal  of  his  license. 

45  provides  that  within  the  time  allowed  a 
party  shall  have  the  right  to  select  areas. 

46  declares  that  no  prospecting  license  shall  allow 
a party  to  enter  any  building  garden,  orchard, 
or  ground  reserved  for  ornament  or  under  cul- 
tivation. 

47  reserves  royalty  on  prospecting  licenses. 

48  provides  that  discoverers  of  a new  mine 
shall  be  entitled  to  lease  free. 

49  declares  that  the  mine  must  be  3 miles  on 
lode  or  at  least  1 mile  at  right  angles  from  any 
oth-r  known  lode. 

50  provides  that  no  crushing  mill  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  work  without  a license. 

51  declares  that  licenses  shall  be  signed  by 
the  chief  commissioner. 

52  describes  the  meaning  of  “ Crushing  Mills.” 

53  requires  bond  to  be  signed. 

54  provides  that  books  shall  be  kept. 

55  declares  that  three  per  cent,  shall  be  col- 
lected from  the  gold  ama'gama  ed,  and  five  per 
cent,  deducted  for  collecting. 

56  provides  that  on  the  separation  of  gold,  3 
parts  shall  be  the  property  of  Her  Majesty. 

57  declares  that  the  Mill  owner  on  failing  to 
collect  or  pay  over  the  royalty  shall  be  liable  to 
a suit  of  the  Commissioner. 

58  requires  that  an  action  shall  be  brought  in 
Court  according  to  the  amount,  just  as  in  case  .of 
a private  debt. 

59  requires  that  the  payment  of  gold  or  money 
by  licensed  mill  owner  shall  be  accompanied  by  a 
copy  of  his  account  book,  &c. 

60  provides  that  persons  crushing  without 
license  shall  forfeit  $400. 

61  provides  that  when  account  books  are  frau- 
dulent, the  license  shall  be  revoked. 

62  provides  that  Commissioner  should  enquire 
into  alleged  fraud , and  revoke  license.  An  ap- 
peal to  a Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  is,  how- 
ever, to  be  allowed. 

63  provides  that  in  addition  to  the  revocation 
a penalty  of  $1000  shall  be  imposed. 

64  provides  that  a licensed  mill  owner  shall  re- 
ceive 5 per  cent. 

65  provides  that  a crushing  license  may  be 
surrendered  at  any  time. 

66  provides  that  on  the  surrender  the  license 
shall  cease. 

67  provides  that  a licensed  owner  shall  be 
liable  under  bond  up  to  the  time  of  surrender. 

68  provides  for  the  returns  of  work  to  be  made 
on  1st  January,  April,  July  and  October. 

69  provides  that  the  lessee  shall  be  answerable 
for  all  royalties  except  what  is  crushed  at  the 
Mill. 

70  declares  that  when  quartz  from  a free 
claim  has  been  crushed  at  a mill,  and  proof  of 
fact  has  been  adduced,  the  Commissioner  shall 
repay  the  amount. 

71  provides  in  case  of  failure  to  pay  royalties 
for  10  days,  the  party  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued 
by  the  Commissioner. 
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72  provides  that  such  action  may  be  according 
to  amount  either  in  Supreme  Court  or  before 
Justices.  On  "change  of  Commissioner  action 
can  still  proceed,  and  amounts  uncollected  may 
be  collected  by  his  successor. 

73  declares  that  in  case  of  alleged  forfeiture  of 
lease  the  Commissioner  shall  esquire  and  decide 
in  a summary  way — due  notice  beiDg  given  to 
the  party. 

74  provides  for  an  appeal  to  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner. 

75  provides  for  an  appeal  to  Judge  of  Supreme 
Court,  etc. 

76  requires  that  all  the  papers  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Prothonotary. 

77  declares  that  the  Judge  may  submit  the 
facts  to  a jury. 

78  provides  on  finding  of  Jury  the  Judge 
shall  decide  on  the  whole  case. 

79  provides  that  the  Commissioner  shall  have 
power  do  remove  a party  by  warrant,  if  re- 
quisite. 

80  provides  against  mining  without  license. 

81  provides  that  every  day  shall  form  a dis- 
tinct offmce. 

82  requires  that  on  complaint  being  made  to 
the  justice,  he  shall  issue  warrant,  etc. 

83  provides  for  an  appeal  from  his  decision. 

84  stipulates  that  when  gold  in  the  quartz  is 
unlawfully  mined  on  lands  of  lessee,  the  gold  is 
declared  to  be  the  property  of  the  lessee,  and  the 
justice  may  issue  his  writ,  as  in  the  case  of  sto- 
len property,  and  order  restitution  to  be  made 

85 — the  last  clause  referring  to  the  gold  mines 
—provides  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  prevent 
an  appeal  to  other  legal  means  to  recover  pos- 
session cf  the  mine. 

OE  MINES  OTHER  THAN  GOLD  MINES. 

86  provides  for  prospecting  licenses  to  last  for 
one  year,  and  requires  that  a bond  shall  be 
given. 

87  requires  the  payment  of  $20  for  an  area  of 
five  square  miles,  to  be  not  less  than  two  miles  in 
width. 

88  requires  that  the  area  shall  be  surveyed 
and  the  party  authorized  to  enter  upon  the  lauds. 

89  provides  that  the  cost  of  survey  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Commissioner,  that  the  search  shall 
be  free  to  the  government,  and  that  a report  of 
the  exploration  shall  be  made. 

90  provides  that  the  license  may  be  renewed 
on  the  payment  of  a further  gum. 

91  provides  that  the  proceedings  for  damages 
shall  be  the  same  as  in  respect  to  gold  areas. 

92  stipulates  that  the  holder  of  the  exploration 
license  may  select  his  area  within  the  time  allot- 
ted, and  apply  for  a working  license  on  the  pay- 
ment of  $50. 

93  provides  that  upon  the  payment  of  the 
money,  the  commissioner  may  cause  the  area  to 
be  laid  off  in  one  block,  not  to  exceed  2|  miles 
in  length. 

94  states  that  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  as 
to  settlement  by  agreement  and  arbitration  as  in 
the  case  af  a gold  lease  shall  apply. 

95  stipulates  that  upon  the  payment  of  the 
money,  and  compliance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  chapter,  the  applicant  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
license  to  work. 


96  provides  that  the  license  shall  last  for  two 
years,  within  which  time  active  operations  must 
be  commenced,  and  carried  on 

97  provides  that  the  holder  of  the  license  shall 
be  entitled  to  a lease  after  the  expiration  of  two 
years,  if  he  complies  with  the  required  regula- 
tions. 

98  provides  that  the  lease  or  term  of  pre- 
mises thall  not  be  assigned,  transferred,  or  sub- 
let without  the  leave  of  the  Chief  Commissioner. 

99  provides  that  the  party  may  in  the  first  in- 
stance apply  for  a license  fo  work. 

109  stipulates  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
may  authorize  a license  to  work  or  leave  for  a 
larger  area  than  a mile  square,  if  the  public 
interests  should  be  promoted  thereby. 

101  provides  that  the  leases  of  coal  mines 
shall  last  till  August  25,  1886 — the  period  at 
which  the  Mining  Association’s  lease  expires — 
and  other  than  coals  21  years. 

102  provides  that  20  yards  shall  be  left  be- 
tween coal  leases. 

< 103  provides  that  coal  shall  pay  a royalty  of 
10  cants  oa  2240  lbs,  iron  8 cents  a ton,  and 
other  minerals,  other  tkaa  gold,  5 per  cent. 

104  provides  that  the  returns  must  be  male 
on  the  1st  January,  ia  each  year,  and  that 
they  shall  contain  a full  account  of  ail  the 
operations. 

105  provides  that  mines  alleged  to  be  colour- 
ably  worked  may  be  enquired  into  by  the  com- 
missioner, and  after  due  notice  he  shadi  decide, 
and  notify  the  party,  but  the  latter  can  have 
the  right  of  appeal  to  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court. 

107  requires  that  plans,  etc.,  shall  be  kept 
in  the  office  of  the  Chief  Commissioner,  so 
that  any  person  shall  see  at  a glance  what 
mines  are  leased  out  and  what  on  hand. 

108  provides  that  the  Commissioner  of  Mines 
may  lease  Crown  Lands  in  Gold  Districts,  for 
building  and  other  purposes. 

109  stipulates  that  the  lease  shall  not  be  void 
as  against  subsequent  incumbrances  although,  it 
may  not  be  registered  ia  the  county  or  district. 

110  provides  that  the  Governor  in  Council 
may  make  regulations  in  case  gold  or  other 
minerals  are  found  within  the  bounds  of  the  li- 
cense granted  for  the  working  of  a particular 
mineral. 

111  provides  that  the  Governor  in  Council 
may  make  regulations  in  cases  where  the  law 
does  not  make  provision,  and  also  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  this  chapter. 

112,  the  i&st  clause,  provides  for  the  forms. 

Tuesday,  March  29  th. 

The  Dalhousie  College  Question. 

The  debate  oa  the  D&lhousie  College  Question 
was  resumed. 

Da.  Hamilton  said  that  he  only  arose  for  the 
purpose  of  proposing  an  amendment,  and  that  he 
would  not  delay  the  House  with  any  lengthened 
observations.  After  some  references  to  the  early 
history  of  Dalheueie  College  he  went  on  to  say 
that  the  funds  connected  with  it  were  the  proper- 
ty of  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  give  as  many  facts  on  this  subject  as  was 
desirable,  but  nevertheless  he  thought  he  was  safe 
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in  stating  that  no  successful  attempt  had  yet  been 
m&de  to  establish  D&lhousie  College  agreeable  to 
the  purposes  fbtf  which  it  was  originally  founded. 
He  found  on  looking  at  the  original  act  that  it 
provides  that  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Speaker  of 
the  House,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
two’or  three  other  official  gentlemen  should  be  the 
Governors  of  the  Institution.  When  that  act  was 
changed  be  was  not  prepared  to  say,  bat  it  was 
obvious  that  the  gentlemen  who  are  now  Governors 
were  not  the  ones  which  the  law,  as  it  originally 
stood,  intended  should  hold  the  position.  He  took 
it  for  granted  that  there  must  have  been  some 
change  in  the  I aw  in  regard  to  the  trust  of  Dal- 
housie,  and  he  would  like  to  be  informed  as  to  the 
fact.  He  referred  to  the  establishment  of  the  sys- 
tem of  denominational  colleges,  some  years  since, 
and  said  from  that  time  up  to  the  present  d&y  \he 
different  denominations  had  rallied  around  certain 
colleges,  and  the  success  that  had  attended  their 
efforts  was  shown  by  the  returns  that  had  been 
presented  to  the  House  a week  or  two  ago.  He 
was  not  aware  if  any  attempt  had  been  irnde  to 
show  that  this  system  had  been  injudiciously  car- 
ried out,  and  that,  it  was  necessary  to  change  it. 
He  believed  himself1  that  the  evidence  was  to  the 
very  contrary — that  it  went  to  show  that  these 
denominational  colleges  had  worked  well  and  been 
productive  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  whole 
country.  After  some  allusions  to  certain  expres- 
sions in  an  article  in  the  Presbyterian  Witness , 
which  he  considered  were  suspicious,  he  went  on 
to  say  that  he  had  never  heard  that  there  was  any 
communication  of  any  kind  made  to  any  one  of 
the  different  religious  denominations  asking  them 
to  unite  with  the  Presbyterians  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  Dalhousie.  Something  like  220,000  per- 
sons interested  in  the  cause  of  Education  ought  to 
have  been  but  were  not  consulted  in  respect  to  a 
movement  which  was  likely  to  place  Dalhcusie  in 
active  operation  once  more.  Ho  could  not  but 
consider  the  fact  that  six  out  of  the  nine  Govern- 
ors— and  four  out  of  five  Professors — were  Pres- 
byterians, was  very  suspicious  of  its  character  ; 
and  it  might  be  fairly  presumed  that  all  the  stu- 
dents were  Presbyterians  since  the  Secretary  of 
the  Institution,  in  the  return  presented  to  the 
House,  was  silent  on  the  point. 

Under  these  circumstances,  he  would  ask  if 
Dalhousie  was  not  Presbyterian  to  all  intents  and 
purposes.  Ee  did  not  wish  to  say  a single  word 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  Presbyterians  as  & body, 
but  he  contended  that  it  was  unfair  to  give  them 
superior  advantages  to  other  denominations.  He 
believed  that  it  was  now  too  late  in  the  day  to  al- 
ter the  system  that  had  been  adopted  in  this  coun- 
try— the  several  denominations  had  concentrated 
around  and  given  all  their  tffections^to  their  re- 
spective institutions,  and  it  was  absurd  to  expect 
that  they  could  now  desert  them  for  a mere  expe- 
riment. He  then  alluded  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  act  had  been  passed  through  the  Legislature 
last  session,  and  to  the  petitions  that  were  now 
lying  on  the  tablq  as  unequivocal  evidence  of  the 
great  dissatisfaction  it  had  created  among  the  in- 
telligent men  of  all  classes  and  sects.  He  asked 
if  it  was  not  reasonable  to  yield  to  the  just  claims 
of  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia,  especially  when  they 
came  forward,  as  they  had  done  in  the  present 
oaee,  and  asked  for  redress.  It  made  no  difference 
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as  to  the  value  of  the  petitions,  if  they  were  print- 
ed. As  long  as  they  were  signed  by  bona  -fide 
persons,  they  were  worthy  of  eVery  respect  and 
confidence  from  the  House.  There  was  hardly  a 
district  in  the  country  that  had  not  signed  them, 
and  under  these  circumstances  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Legislature  to  pay  every  attention  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners.  If  they  did  not  receive  that 
consideration  to  which  they  were  fully  entitled, 
he  was  much  afraid  that  most  serious  consequ- 
ences would  ensue  ere  long,  which  would  be  ha- 
zardous to  the  public  peace.  The  hon,  gentleman 
then  concluded  his  address  by  moving  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Provincial  Secre- 
tary, that  Dtlhousie  College  with  oneffif<h  of  its 
revenues  be  given  to  the  Presbyterian  bodies  and 
the  remaining  four-fifths  of  the  funds  held  by  the 
Governors  be  equally  divided  between  the  Episeo- 
polians,  the  B aptists,  the  Wesley ans,  and  the  Ro- 
man Catholics. 

Hon  Mr.  Shannon  said  that  he  stood  in  a pe- 
culiar position  in  respect  to  this  question.  He 
was  an  alumnus  of  King’s  College — an  institution 
which  he  believed  was  doing  as  good  service  as 
any  in  the  country.  In  the  next  place,  he  be- 
longed to  a body  who  had  exerted  themselves  to 
the  utmost  to  establish  an  institution  which  was 
doing  great  service  to  the  cause  of  education ; and 
he  was  also  a governor  of  D&lhousie  College. — 
But  he  did  not  think  that  these  positions  were  at 
all  inconsistent  with  each  other.  His  affections 
might  linger  around  the  halls  of  King’s  College; 
he  might  feel  a deep  interest  in  the  institution 
connected  with  his  own  persuasion,  and  at  the 
same  time  be  justified  in  bringing  up  Balhousie 
College  to  the  position  it  ought  to  occupy  in  this 
country.  He  felt  in  doing  so  that  the  interests 
of  education  would  be  served,  and  that  in  no  res- 
pect whatever  could  any  injury  result  to  the  other 
collegiate  institutions  already  in  existence.  la 
reference  to  the  petitions  on  the  table  fee  would 
say  that  if  a man  had  a paper  laid  before  him, 
fully  acquiesced  in  all  it  contained,  and  signed 
bis  name  to  it,  he  made  it  hig  own;  but  it  was  not 
long  since  that  he  had  had  a conversation  with  a 
gemle&an  from  a distant  part  of  the  country, 
who  told  him  that  he  was  connected  with  these 
petitions.  From  what  transpired  during  that 
conversation  he  learned  that  there  had  been  a 
great  deal  of  what  he  considered  grogs  misrepre- 
sentation in  connection  with  this  very  question. 
The  gentleman  alluded  to  stated  that  the  reason 
why  these  petitions  were  got  up  by  his  friends 
was,  the  supposition  that  Dalhousie  College  was 
going  to  sweep  out  of  existence  the  several  col- 
leges now  so  flourishing;  but  when  he  was  inform- 
ed that  there  was  no  possibility  of  any  such  con- 
tingency— that  D&lhousie  was  in  reality  a scheme 
to  assist  in  the  education  of  the  middle  class  of 
the  city  of  Halifax— -that  there  was  no  way  in 
which  Acadia  College  or  any  other  institution 
could  be  injuriously  effected — he  withdrew  his 
opposition  at  once,  and  seemed  to  be  surprised 
that  any  such  idea  as  prevailed  in  the  country 
could  have  arisen.  He  must  say  that  he  was 
never  an  advocate  of  denominational  colleges,  and 
there  was  a period  when  he  hoped  that  the  insti- 
tution in  which  he  was  specially  interested  might 
have  become  a provincial  university,  but  that 
time  had  passed,  and  we  must  now  accept  ..things 
as  they  are. 
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It  had  been  said  throughout  the  country  that 
Dalhousie  College  belonged  to  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  but  he  believed  Buch  was  not  the 
case.  To  whom  did  the  money  arising  from  the 
Castine  fund  belong?  Not  to  this  Province,  nor 
to  New  Brunswick,  nor  to  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment ; but  it  was  the  sole  property  of  the  Crown. 
When  this  large  sum  was  raised,  to  whom  was  it 
given  by  the  Crown  ? It  was  given  to  the  Earl 
of  Dalhousie  to  do  as  he  wished  with  it.  Mr. 
Shannon  here  referred  to  the  Earl’s  letter  dated 
14th  Dec.,  1817,  in  which  he  alluded  to  this  sub- 
ject. There  was  not  a single  word  in  this  letter 
about  the  money  belonging  to  the  Province,  and 
therefore  it  was  obvious,  in  his  opinion,  that  Nova 
Scotia  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  ori- 
ginal funds.  There  was  no  question  that  Dal- 
housie owed  the  Province  five  thousand  pounds, 
but  as  to  the  original  funds,  and  the  building,  he 
contended,  they  did  not  belong  to  the  Province 
but  to  the  Governors.  As  a citizen  of  Halifax  be 
had  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  institu- 
tion, and  he  saw  with  regret  the  attempt  that  was 
feeing  made  to  destroy  it  at  the  moment  there  was 
a prospect  of  its  being  put  in  order.  For  forty 
long  years  it  had  stood  a disgrace,  doing  nothing, 
perfectly  useless  ; and  the  moment  it  was  in  a 
position  to  do  something  an  effort  was  made  to  de- 
stroy that  which  would  be  a benefit  to  the  citizens 
of  his  native  city. 

Mr.  Shannon  then  went  on  to  refer  to  the  vari- 
ous attempts  that  had  been  made  to  establish  Dal- 
housie College — to  the  effort  at  union  with  Kings 
College — and  especially  to  its  organization  with 
the  late  Dr.  McCulloch,  at  its  head.  He  alluded 
especially  to  the  difficulty  that  arose  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Crawley,  a gentleman  of 
the  very  highest  attainments,  who  had  been  pro* 
mised  a chair  in  the  institution.  The  Governors, 
instead  of  this  gentleman,  appointed  R,ev.  Mr.  Mc- 
Intosh. Previous  to  this  step  there  had  been  a 
hope  that  the  different  denominations  would  have 
rallied  around  Dalhousie,  but  after  this,  such  a 
result  was  rendered  impossible.  The  denomina- 
tion with  which  Dr.  Crawley  was  connected,  were 
naturally  incensed,  and  exerted  themselves  until 
to  their  honour,  be  it  said,  they  raised  that  noble 
institution,  Acadia  College,  which  had  done  so 
much  good,  and  he  had  no  doubt  would  long  con- 
tinue to  prosper.  Subsequently,  Dalhousie  Col- 
lege languished,  and  after  a time.  Dr.  McCulloch 
being  dead,  and  Mr.  McIntosh  having  received  a 
better  appointment  elsewhere,  it  died  out.  What 
had  been  the  fate  of  the  institution  latterly,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  celebrated  Hugo  Reid,  and  the 
eccentric  D’Utassy,  it  was  needless  to  say.  Such 
was  the  condition  of  things  up  to  1862,  when  some 
gentlemen  thought  it  might  be  made  a most  im- 
portant acquisition  to  the  collegiate  institutions  of 
the  country.  A proposition  was  made  to  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Nova  Scotia,  who  had  an  in- 
stitution in  full  operation  in  Truro,  and  doing 
good  service,  and  to  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  who 
entertained  such  strong  views  as  to  the  necessity  of 
a higher  education  for  their  clergy.  It  was  not 
asked  to  amalgamate  Dalhousie  with  the  institu- 
tion at  Truro,  or  with  the  Kirk  body,  but  simply 
that  they  might  bring  in  all  the  influence  they 
might  have,  and  supplement  the  college  just  as  an 
additional  bulwark  to  the  institution.  The  filler 


was  made,  and  for  a long  time  it  was  doubtful  if 
it  would  be  accepted.  The  Presbyterian  Church 
had  a great  deal  to  lose  if  they  gave  up  their  in- 
stitution at  Truro,  and  anything  occurred  to  break 
down  Dalhousie.  They  brought  their  own  money 
into  the  institution  to  assist  in  its  organization — 
and  the  Kirk  body  did  the  same.  They  each  ap- 
pointed the  Professors,  to  which  they  were  entit- 
led, and  the  Governors  took  their  own  funds  and 
appointed  Professors  irrespective  of  the  others. 
It  was  urged  that  Diihousie  was  a Presbyterian 
College.  Well,  if  it  were  so,  all  he  could  say  was, 
that  he,  for  one,  would  not  remain  connected  with 
it  for  a single  day.  The  Provincial  Secretary, 
Mr.  Ritchie,  and  himself,  representing  three  dif- 
ferent denominations,  were  appointed  Governors, 
anct  the  first  idea  they  had  in  common  with  him, 
was  that  in  no  one  way  would  they  be  a party  to 
make  it  a Presbyterian  college.  The  very  position 
they  held  gave  thorn  more  influence  than  the  other 
Governors,  and  it  was  only  right  to  state  that  no 
desire  whatever  had  been  exhibited  to  make  the 
college  subservient  to  Presbyterian  influences  — 
Now  all  the  arrangements  had  been  made  and 
it  was  most  unjust  to  attempt  to  disturb  them. 
The  students  and  professors  that  had  been  at 
Truro  had  come  down.  A most  competent  man 
had  been  obtained  from  Aberdeen  as  Professor  of 
Mathematics.  Advertisements  were  inserted  every- 
where in  order  to  obtain  the  best  men  possible, 
and  they  had.  nearly  succeeded  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  one.  of  the  most  eminent  Baptists  iu  the 
Province,  Dr.  Pryor,  if  he  had  been  willing  to 
give  up  his  charge.  Laymen,  not  clergymen,  had 
been  appointed.  Two  most  competent  gentlemen 
were  obtained  from  Canada — one  of  them  possess- 
ed a very  high  reputation,  and  was  already  doing 
a great  deal  of  good  in  the  way  of  teaching  the 
young  men  in  the  various  drug  stores,  that  most 
useful  of  sciences — Chemistry.  Was  he  (Mr. 

Shannon)  to  be  the  means  of  upsetting  arrange- 
ments which  were  calculated  to  produce  so  much 
good  ? A professorship  was  still  v&cant,  but  when 
it  was  Ailed  up  there  would  be  a curriculum, 
equal  if  not  superior  to  any  in  the  Province. 

He  felt  it  was  a great  pity,  when  an  institution 
had  been  languishing  for  forty  long  years,  and 
had  corns  at  last  to  an  apparently  satisfactory 
result,  that  such  an  effort  should  be  made  to 
deprive  it  of  the  funds  belonging  to  it.  Could  he 
believe  that  there  was  not  a feeling  still  prevalent, 
arising  out  of  the  refusal  to  appoint  Dr.  Crawley 
to  a chair  iu  the  institution  ? He  remembered 
when  he  stood,  some  years  ago,  beneath  the  soft 
Italian  sky,  on  the  banks  of  the  Grand  Canal  at 
Venice,  in  whose  eventful  history  was  told  the 
story  of  a Venetian  nobleman  who  suspected  that 
his  father  had  been  poisoned  by  one  Foscari, 
Loredaao,  who  was  etjgaged  in  commerce,  (as 
were  most  of  the  nobles  of  Venice  at  that  time,) 
went  into  his  counting  room,  and  there  is  hig 
ledger  he  inserted  the  name  of  Foscari  as  one  of 
hie  debtors  for  the' death  of  his  father;  on  the 
other  side  of  the  book  he  left  tfte  page  blank,  so 
that  he  might  enter  the  payment  of  the  debt  when 
the  hour  of  retribution,  which  he  determined  to 
leave  no  stone  unturned  to  bring  about,  should 
arrive.  Vengeance,  so  potent  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Italian,  prompted  him  from  that  hour  to  commence 
& series  of  persecutions  against  the  abject  of  his 
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suspicions,  but  they  all  failed.  Foecari  rose  high- 
er and  higher  until  he  became  Doge  of  Venice, 
but  his  very  elevation  proved  the  means  of  his 
downfall.  Gradually  the  old  man  was  dragged 
clown  to  the  lowest  depth  of  degradation,  and  at 
last  he  died.  Then  his  vindictive  opponent  went 
back  to  hi*  counting  room,  and  in  the  same  ledger 
where  he  had  inscribed  Foscari’s  name  be  wrote 
L'ka  p gata — “He  has  paid  the  debt!”  And 
as  he  recalled  this  story,  the  thought  'arose,  did 
not  the  same  spirit  that  animated  the  Venetian  of 
old  burn  in  the  breads  of  those  who  would  now' 
see  Dalhousie  a heap  of  ruins  ? 

Hon  Mr  Johnston  sfiid  that  he  would  be 
failing  in  tiis  duty  if  he  permitted  the  views  held 
by  his  hon  friend  who  had  just  spoken  to  pass 
without  expressing  his  entire  dissent  from  them 
lie  could  not  understand  how  his  hoa.  friend 
had  fallen  into  such  an  error  ns  to  Mate  that 
Dalliousie  was  the  property  of  the  Governors 
It  was  not  given  surely  to  the  old  Chief  Justice 
or  the  oilier  Governors  as  money  to  go  in:o 
their  pockets ! They  were  simply  trustees — 
the  disbursers  of  a fund  for  certain  purposes. 
It  was  not  the  property  of  Earl  Dalhousie  ; for 
his  Lordship  could  not  have  touched  a pound  of 
the  funds.  Any  one  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  that  distinguished  nobleman  would 
feel  that  such  an  idea  would  have  raised  the 
. deepest  indignation  in  his  heart,  for  a more 
high-toned,  elevated  nobleman  never  existed 
It  was  intended  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Noya  Scotia,  and  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  to  be  used  was  the  Education  of  the  people. 
The  Earl  of  Dalhousie  was  nothing  more  than 
the  instrument  through  which  this  benefit  was 
to  flow  i to  ihe  Province  of  No  a Scotia.  Mr. 
Jolmston  next  referred  to  the  remarks  made  by 
Shannon  in  the  close  of  his  speech,  and  said  that, 
th  t hon  gentleman  had  committed  a great  in- 
justice The  feeling  th  t had  arisen  in  conse- 
quence of  the  course  pursued  towards  Dr. 
Crawley,  had  long  since  been  forgotten,  and  no 
such  spirit,  as  far  as  he  was  aw  re,  animated  the 
bosom  of  anybody,  who  was  active  in  the  pre 
sent  movement.  His  hon  friend  should  bear  in 
mind  that  he  must  deal  with  this  subject  fairly 
— that  there  were  important  interests  and  preju- 
dices that  were  largely  at  stake  in  the  matter 
Various  denominate  ns  in  the  country  believed 
that  in  the  appropri  tion  of  the  funds  in  question 
an  injustice  ha  been  dor-e  them— that  whilst 
Dalhousie  was  called  Provincial  it  was  in  reality 
sectarian — that  it  was  largely  Presbyterian  in  its 
character.  He  (Mr.  Shannon)  should  remem- 
ber that  not  only  the  Baptists,  but  the  ministers 
of  his  own  denomination,  the  Wesleyans,  were 
warmly  interested  in  this  debate.  The  Wesley- 
an newspaper  took  the  same  view  as  di  the 
petitioners,  and  condemned  the  legislation  of 
last  year  with  great  ab.lity.  His  hon.  friend 
should  feel  that  there  was  no  little  reason  for 
the  sentiment  that  hai  grown  up  Every  one 
was  aware  at  great  labour  and  sacrifice  the  va- 
rious denominational  colleges  had  been  built  up, 
and  it  was  but  natural  that  their  friends  should 
feel  the  sentiment  they  d d when  they  saw  an- 
other institution  suddenly  starting  up,  possessed 
of  funds  of  so  large  an  amount  and  acquired 
with  so  little  trouble.  Mr.  Johnston  then  went 
r ' refer  to  the  petitions  and  read  a 


of  names  from  one  he  had  himself  presented  to 
show  that  they  were  s:gnedby  men  of  all  classes 
and  creeds.  He  repeated  the  reasons  he  had 
given  on  a former  day  why  he  wa3  unwilling  to 
repeal  the  legislation  oflast  year,  and  concluded 
by  expressing  his  belief  that  the  several  colle- 
giate institutions  of  the  country  need  not  fear 
the  re-establishment  of  Dalhousie.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  they  had  their  own  separate  and 
proper  work  to  do — and  that  was  more  particu- 
larly to  afford  facilities  for  education  to  those 
large  masses  of  our  yo  th  in  the  country  who 
could  not  be  brought  to  attend  a College  in  the 
metropolis. 

Hon  Mr.  Shannon  explained  that  he  did  not 
m an  to  convey  the  idea  that  these  funds  be- 
longed to  the  governors  for  their  own  personal 
benefit, 

Mr.  Archibald  said  he  felt,  after  the  elabo- 
rate speeches  that  bad  been  delivered  on  this 
subject,  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  say 
much.  Pie  would  say  to  the  hon,  member  for 
Kings  (Dr.  Hamilton)  that  if  the  Presbyterian 
body  were  to  accept  his  resolution,  they  would 
be  false  to  their  trust  and  their  principles.  It 
was  because  Dalhousie  was  not  a Presbyterian 
college  that  its  friends  came  forward  to  ask  the 
Legi  lature  to  support  it  in  the  present  emer- 
gency. The  rejeo  ion  of  Dr  Crawley,  he  did  not 
deny,  was  an  insult  to  every  member  of  any  body 
outside  of  that  particular  one  that  managed  the 
government  of  the  Institution  at  the  time;  and 
that  if  skoui  have  been  felt  from  that  day  to 
this,  and  tended  to  give  a direction  to  the  pre- 
sent movemant,  no  one  could  doubt.  lie  was 
surprised  to  hear  th  • large  amount  ot  observa- 
tion that  had  obtained  in  the  House  in  regard  to 
Da  housie  being  a Presbyterian  Institution.  He 
looked  at  it  with  the  knowledge  of  the  senti- 
ments of  many  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
Presbyterian  body,  and  he  knew  that  a large 
amount  o oppesition  existed  in  respect  to  this 
Insritution,  on  the  ground  th  ;t  it  was  not  de- 
nominational The  feeling  that  arose  in  conse- 
quence of  Dr.  Crawley’s  rejection  had  the  effect 
of  creating  denominational  instifcntions  connected 
with  almost  every  body  ; but  it  was  known  that 
the  body,  to  which  he  (Mr  A ) belonged,  never 
’gave  in  their  adhesion  to  the  principle.  Gradu- 
ally, however,  die  Presbyterians  felt  com- 
pelled to  establish  an  institution  at  Truro. 
Gradually  their  affections  had  begun  to  cling 
around  that  institution,  just  as  did  those  of 
the  Baptists  around  Acadia ; and  the  conse-  ■ 
quence  was  that  a large  and  influential  portion 
of  the  Presby  terians  had  been  most  earnestly 
opposed  to  anything  which  would  have  the  ten- 
dency o,  destroying  their  denominational  college 
at  Truro,  and  run  the  risk  o the  hazardous  ex- 
periment of  supporting  an  institution  which 
might  be  ephemeral  in  its  prosperity.  There- 
fore at.  the  present  moment,  so  far  from  looking 
at  Dalhousie  as  a Presbyterian  institution,  very 
many  of  the  best  educated  Presbyterians  consi- 
dered it  rather  as  a source  of  weakness.  He  did 
not  think  that  with  the  feeling  that  prevailed  in 
Nova  Scotia  with  regard  to  educational  institu- 
tions it  would  be  feasible  in  this  Legislature  to 
carry  out  a more  extensive  system.  He  had  al- 
ways had  a desire  to  see  an  institution  free  from 
ny  denominational  feeling.  Whether  rightly 
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or  wrong! y,  he  believed  that  such  an  institution 
should  be  sustained,  for  he  had  felt  that  the  funds 
of  a small  Province  directed  to  one  focus  for  the 
education  of  a-i  c asses,  might  be  of  greater  be- 
nefit than  a number  of  colleges  which  could  cot 
be  supported  with  the  same  amount  of  means. — 
He  loo-ed  upon  these  separate  college?,  in  fact, 
as  disbursing  the  funds  that  ought  to  b?  used 
for  the  purpose  of  general  education.  He  hoped 
that  Dalhousie  would  succeed  in  the  end.  Any 
attempt  to  divert  the  funds  to  any  other  purpose 
than  that  of  Education  would  be  a gross  outrage 
upon  the  rights  of  property  and  an  unjustifiable 
breach  of  constitutional  privfeges.  It  would  be 
also,  he  argued,  a violation  of  the  public  faith 
that  could  not  be  excused  if  any  legislation 
should  be  effected  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up 
the  arrangements  that  had  been  entered  into  in 
virtue  of  th  act  of  last  sessio  . Whatever  might 
have  been  the  position  of  the  House  last  y ar,  it 
was  very  different  now.  He  could  hardly  sup- 
pose that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  imrodu 
eed  the  first  resolution  could  have  contemplated 
the  consequences  of  his  action — consequences 
which,  it  was  apparent  to  any  one  who  consi- 
dered the  subject  closely,  were* inevitable. 

EVEXIX&  8KSSIOK. 

The  House  resumed  at  quarter  to  8 o’clock. 

Hen  Fixe  Sec.  would  not  have  risen  to 
address  the  Ecus  upon  this  question,  but  that 
he  felt  that  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give  re- 
quired some  explanation.  If  the  present  legis- 

ra  the  £ a Book — (and  in 

his  opinion  it  should  never  have  been  placed 
was  nc  sen  n : 

for  the  first  time  upon  its  own  meri  s.  his  vote 
would  probably  t e different : but  as  he  felt  that 
the  House  was  committed  by  the  act  of  last 
year,  however  erroneous  that  policy  may  have 
been,  he  thought  it  would  be  unfair  not  to  allow 
those  who  now  had  barge  of  the  interests  of 
Dalhousie,  a fair  chance  to  try  the  experiment 
of  establishing  it  upon  a proper  basis.  He  should 
therefore  be  compelled  to  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution of  the  hen  member  for  Kings  for  the 
reasons  he  had  given. 

Mr.  Pakkeu  said  that  it  might  be  considered 
presumption  for  an  o:d  farmer,  who  had  scarce- 
ly been  w ithin  sight  cf  a college,  to  say  any- 
thing on  the  subject  before  the  House — bat  far 
mer  as  he  was,  he  had  his  own  ideas  on 
the  question,  and  he  would  endeavour  to 
express  them.  A great  deal  had  been  said  lately 
about  the  Presbyterians  receiving  too  much  of 
the  Provincial  funds  Now,  what  were  t e 
facts  The  first  establishment  of  learning  hey 
had  was  at  Pietou.  That  institution  received  as 
others  did,  h250.  After  that  was  ab unioned,  a 
seminary  was  established  at  West  River,  Pie- 
tou, where  the  youth  of  that  church  were  edu 
cated.  This  was  soon  found  too  small,  and  a 
seminary  was  then  built  at  Truro.  Erom  the 
time  of  the  commencement  of  the  seminary  at 
West  River,  the  Presbyterians  did  not  receive 
any  provincial  aid,  but  maintained  their  insti- 
tutions from  their  own  resources  It  wa3  true 
that  a few  years  ago  they  united  with  the  Free 
Church,  who  were  receiving  Provincial  aid  for 
a semin  ry  in  Halifax.  And  now  that  the 
House  had  theught  proper  last  session  to  put 


Dalhousie  upon  a proper  footing,  and  had  invi- 
ted all  denominations  to  unite  he  could  rot  un- 
derstand why  this  cry  was  raised  against  it.  A 
gTeat  deal  had  been  sa'.d  lately  about  the  im 
porrance  of  Union  in  reference  to  the  Colonies 
— and  if  it  w - ::  was 

also  important  in  connection  with  this  College, 
arid  he  Lop  d that  all  denominations  would 
unite  and  er  deavour  to  place  it  upon  the  proper 
basis  The  Church  of  ^eo  lars!  in  Nova  Scot  a 
by  the  last  census,  numbered  90,000 — and  here- 
tofore she  bad  been  obliged  to  sec-d  her  sons  to 
Scotland  to  st  dy  theology,  for  want  cf  suita- 
ble institii  ions  in  this  country.  Now  that 
there  was  a prospect  cf  a Provincial  University 
being  established  here,  he  hoped  all  would  unite 
in  its  favour,  and  make  1:  what  its  original  foun- 
ders intended,  an  Institution  open  to  all 

Hon  Pbov.  Sec.  said  that  he  had  been  in 
hopes  that  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  for 
him  again  to  have  addressed  the  House  u on 
this  question  and  he  would  have  preferred  to 
have  rested  upon  the  remarks  he  had  made  on 
a former  occasion,  bnt  in  view  of  the  new  posi- 
tion the  que  tion  had  assumed,  by  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  member  for  Kings,  (Pf. 
Hamilton)  it  wend  perhaps  be  expected  cf  him, 
that  he  should  makes  few  observations 

He  had  listened  attentively,  when  the  House 
wss  invited  to  take  action,  the  most  extraordi- 
nary and  extreme  thai  any  Legislature  was 
ever  called  upon  to  take  upon  such  a q estion, 
for  any  arguments  that  could  be  adduced  to  sus- 
tain the  positio  th  t was  assumed.  He  had, 
however,  listened  in  vain  for  any  semblance  of 
argument  by  wh  ch  either  the  bon  member  for 
Annapolis  or  the  hon.  member  for  Rings 
could  su  port  the  proportions  they  had  sub- 
mitted. In  he  absence  of  argument,  he 
had  heard  that  which  he  was  surprised  to 

but  seldom  heard  in  that  House.  He  had 
heard  threats  and  insinuations  held  out 
to  influence  the  sentiments  and  control  the 
action  of  members  upon  this  question.  He  had 
heard  it  insinuated  in  insolent  terms  in  the  Pres?, 
that  if  gentlemen  dared  to  take  thar  straight  for 
ward  course  which  the  interests  of  the  country 
and  the  public  go  d demanded,  they  would 
sow  to  the  wind  and  reap  the  whirlwind  But 
the  individual  who  used  that  language  little 
knew  the  character  cf  the  men  who  represented 
the  public  interest  if  he  imagined  that  theyoc 
cupied  so  desyicab  e a pc-srion,  as  to  allow  their 
judgments  to  be  controlled,  or  their  action  in- 
fluenced by  such  threats  as  these.  When  he 
cast  his  eye  up  and  down  the  benches  and  saw 
around  him  gentlemen  who  with  scarcely  an  ex- 
ception discharged  their  public  duties  at  great 
personal  sacrifice — men  of  th-  first  position  in 
the  country — the  mos:  successful  merchants 
who  bad  accumulated  th.  ir  thousand?  and  tens 
of  thousands  by  their  energy  an  5 ability — gen- 
tlemen of  the  legal  profession  who  it  wss  not  too 
much  to  say  had  not  their  peers  a'  the  Bar  in 
this  c ountry.  When  beside  these  he  saw  gen- 
tlemen of  the  profession  to  which  he  belonged 
who  did  not  sit  there  an  hour  » ithout  personal 
loss — and  gentlemen  of  the  farming  interest  who 
occupied  prominent  positions  in  the  country. 
When  he  sa?f  all  these,  he  was  inclined  to  ask 
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to  ■whom  was  this  insulting  language  addressed, 
or  who  were  they  that  were  to  be  told  that  their 
action  must  be  moulded,  and  tl*ir  sentiments 
adapted  to  meet  the  pressure  from  without  ? 

There  was  nothing  so  easy  to  create  as  sec- 
tion 1 feelings  and  denominational  jealousies. — 
He  had  on  a former  occasion  known  what  it  was 
to  stand  in  the  breach  and  bear  the  brunt  of  the 
storm.  He  had  to  succumb  t en,  but  not  until 
he  had  succeeded  in  placing  on  the  ramparts  the 
standard  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  a posi- 
tion so  firm  as  never  since  to  have  been  assailed. 
He  did  not  undervalue  the  importance  of  public 
opinion  ; but  he  felt  that  he  stood  there,  not  as 
the  < hampion  of  any  particular  denomination, 
but  with  a higher  and  more  solemn  duty  to  per- 
form, which  he  was  endeavouring  to  discharge, 
irrespective  of  any  personal  considerations. 

It  was  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  gratifica 
tion  that  he  had  listened  to  the  liberal  and  patri- 
otic se.otimeufs  which  had  been  expressed  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Tobin).  If 
there  was  any  one  in  the  House  who  might  be 
supposed  to  be  drawn  a.'tde  from  his  duty,  it  v as 
that  hon.  member,  and  therefore  it  wa3  that  he 
wa3  the  more  gratified  to  find  him  rising  supe- 
rior to  any  such  considerations,  ana  taking  a 
course  that  was  alike  creditable  to  himself,  to 
the  denomination  to  which  be  belonged,  and  to 
the  metropolitan  constituency  that  he  represen- 
ted. 

He  had  already  pointed  out  that  the  House 
could  not  take  the  course  proposed  by  the  mem- 
ber for  Annapolis  without  committing  a gross 
breach  of  p bl.ic  faith  : for  it  rnus  be  remem 
bered  that  h'.rge  personal  interests  are  concerned 
with  the  legislation  of  last  year.  What  would 
be  thought  of  us  in  Canada  and  in  Scotland,  if, 
after  inducing  men  of  ability  and  erpinence  to 
abandon  positions  in  those  countries,  we  should 
turn  round  and  repudiate  the  legislation  which 
brought  them  here  ? 

He  was  inclined  to  go  further  than  either  of 
his  hon  colleagues,  the  A tty.  Ge  eral  and  the 
Einc’l  Secy.  While  he  was  delighted  to  find 
them  doing  what  their  sense  of  justice  would 
lead  them  to  do — while  be  wa3  pleased  to  hear 
them  announce  iheir  intention  of  keeping  intact 
the  law  upon  the  statute  book,  he  did  not  agree 
with  them  in  the  views  they  had  thrown  out, 
that  but  for  this  legislation,  they  would  be 
incl  ned  to  support  the  resolution  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Annapolis.  He  did  not  hesitate  to 
say,  that  in  view  of  the  present  position  of  this 
question  before  the  country,  if  he  was  called  upon 
again  to  take  action  in  the  matter,  he  would 
give  the  act  upon  the  statute-book  his  cordial 
approval — because  he  felt  that  it  was  the  means 
of  taking  funds  that  were  lying  dormant  and 
useless,  and  applying  them  to,  an  institution 
that  promised  to  be  a great  blessing  to  the 
country. 

He  had  endeavored,  on  a former  occasion,  in 
feeble  language,  to  pay  a just  tribute  to  tie  ex 
isting  Educational  Institutions  of  the  country, 
nd  he  repeated  that  the  people  of  this  country 
wed  a debt  of  gratitude  to  those  who  had 
istered  and  sustained  them,  and  brought  them 
o their  present  state  of  efficiency.  But  wa3  it  to 
v said  that  because  the  Province  derived  ad- 
jutages of  no  common  kind  from  these  Insti- 


tions  that  we  were  not  to  seek  for  a higher  edu- 
cational status  than  we  now  enjoyed  ? That  the 
Legislature  was  to  put  its  hands  upon  an  attempt 
to  secure  for  this  province  educa  ional  advant- 
ages of  a still  higher  order  ? Surely  not  Hence 
it  wa8  that  he  was  so  anxious  that  all  denomi- 
nations should  unite  in  placing  Dalhouie  on  a 
proper  basis — for  he  was  convinced  that  it 
would  result  not  only  in  irormdi  te  advantage 
to  the  college  itself,  hut  to  the  edubational  in- 
terests of  the  Province  generally.  While  he 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  the  Kir-  of 
Scotland  founding  a denominational  institution 
of  its  own,  or  reviving  the  one  at  Truro,  and 
while  he  would  have  been  disposed  to  afford  it 
provincial  assistance,  he  would  be  much  more 
gratified  to  see  all  these  denominations  combi- 
ning together — not  that  he  took  any  particular 
inter  st  in  the  Presbyterian  denomination,  but 
because  he  felt  that  such  an  union  would  ele- 
vate the  Educational  status  of  the  country. 

The  resolution  of  the  hon.  member  for  Anna- 
polis was  bad  enough,  but  it  was  nothing  com- 
p red  to  that  moved  bv  the  member  for  Kings, 
(Dr.  Hamilton ,)  he  was  afraid  not  without  the 
knowledge  and  acquiescence  of  the  former  gen- 
tleman— and  he  could  now  understand  why 
that  hon.  gentleman  took  the  very  extraordinary 
course  of  adjourning  his  own  debate.  Know- 
ing as  he  did  that  public  sentiment  in  this  House 
was  against  him,  he  was  too  old  a tactician  to 
take  the  question,  until  he  had  time  to  alter  his 
mode  of  attack.  Bad  as  was  the  resolu  ion  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Annapolis,  he  was  hardly 
prepared  for  that  moved  by  the  member  for 
Kings  The  member  for  Annapolis,  although 
he  advanced-no  argument  in  support  of  his  posi- 
tion further  than  that  a number  of  persons  want- 
ed the  repeal  of  the  law  on  the  Statute  Book- 
told  us  in  a straightforward  way  that  he  wanted 
the  £5,000  refunded. 

But  what  could  be  said  for  the  amendment  of 
the  member  for  Kings  1 

Some  discussion  had  taken  place  as  to  the 
moving  ■ ause  which  bad1  called  forth  th  peti- 
tions upon  the  table  of  he  H use.  He  deeply 
regretted  that  they  bad  emanated  to  a large  ex- 
tern from  the  Baptist  denomination  He  regret- 
ted it  the  more  because  that  denomination — 
within  whose  pale  he  had  been  born  and  educa« 
ted — had  always  stood  in  the  vangua  d of  edu 
canon,  and  had  from  the  personal  sacrifices  it 
had  endured  in  the  maintenance  of  its  educa- 
tional Institutions,  won  the  admiration  and  es- 
teem of  all.-  He  had  too  much  respect  lor  the 
honourable  character  of  the  men  connected  with 
the  Educational  Establishments  of  this  and  the 
other  denominations  of  the  Province  to  associ- 
ate them  with  the  resolution  of  the  member  for 
Kings,  or  to  imagine  that  they  w ould  be  parties 
to  an  acc  of  sj  oliation,  and  then  be  participators 
in  the  spoil.  He  had  had  occasion  in  the  com- 
mencement of  his  remarks  to  allude  in  indignant 
terms  to  the  attempt  made  by  threats  and  inti- 
midations to  influence  the  action  of  members  on 
this  question.  He  would  infinitely  prefer  that, 
rather  than  resort  should  be  had  to  unblushing 
bribery.  Bribery  was  bad  eDoueh  when  one's 
own  moDev  wa  used — but  when  the  public 
monies  were  sought  to  be  filched  from  the  pub- 
anl  diverted  from  the  purpose  for 


206 


PAKLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 


which  they  were  originally  intended,  no  words 
could  be  used  strong  enough  to  condemn  it.  He 
regretted  that  the  member  for  King’s  was  not  in 
his  place,  and  ’hat  his  duty  compelled  him  thus 
to  allude  to  his  action  in  his  absence 

(The  hon.  gentleman  here  commented  upon 
Dr  Hamilton's  resolution  and  stated  that  it  was 
impossible  for  any  me;'  her  to  vote  for  it,  as  it 
contained  statements  inconsistent  with  the  facts. 
For  instance  it  stated  that  all  the  Presbyterian 
bodies  had  united,  whereas  it  was  well  known, 
that  as  much  difference  prevailed  between  them 
as  between  Episcopalians,  Methodists,  and  Bap- 
tists. ’ The  hon.  gentleman  went  on  to  argue 
tba  the  Presbyterians  were  not  receiving  an 
undue  proportion  of  the  public  funds  inasmuch 
as  if  the  three  denominations  into  which  they 
were  divided  had  each  its  separate  educational 
establishment,  they  would  be  entitled  to  £250 
a year  for  each,  or  £750  a year  in  ail ; and  he 
contended  that  it  was  much  more  to  the  int  r- 
ests  of  the  Baptists  to  combine  their  resources 
and  remove  their  staff  of  Professors  to  Dalhousie, 
th  r.  to  remain  isolated  and  dependant  upon  their 
own  resources.  It  that  were  done,  and  the 
Wesleyans  and  others  would  unite, — instead  of 
our  youth  being  expatriated  as  was  truly  said 
by  the  member,  for  South  Colchester  (Mr. 
Parker),  and  driven  from  their  country  to  ob- 
tain their  educ  tion,  we  would  be  enabled  to 
give  it  to  them  within  our  own  b rders  ) 

la  conclusion,  he  said  that  it  wa3  be- 
cause be  wa  not  satisfied  with  the  present  po  ■ 
sition  of  education  m this  country  that  he  felt 
inclined  to  afford  this  Institution  all  the  aid  in 
his  power,  and  he  called  upon  the  hen.  gentle- 
men if  they  had  any  regard  for  the  public  faith 
of  the  country,  not  to  lend  a hand  in  ibis  at- 
tempt to  repeal  what  he  considered  sound  legis- 
lation. 

Mr  Churchill  in  the  course  of  a few  re- 
marks expressed  his  conviction  that  any  at- 
tempt to  make  Dalhousie  a universal  institute 
would  be  a failure.  It  would  be  better  to  sell 
it,  and  divide  the  amount  amongst  the  existing 
educational  Institutions  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Longley  said  : — I m not  insensible  to 
the  many  disadvantages  under  which  I labour 
in  speaking  at  the  present  time.  I feel  that  I 
have  not  the  stimulating  influences  which  ope- 
rate upon  the  mind  of  the  Provincial  Secretary 
this  evening.  A man  cannot  but  feel  a certain 
degree  of  excit  ment  when  h knows  he  carries 
with  him  even  the  sympathy  of  the  galleries. 
But  the  pubiic  man  who  carrno  withstand  such 
influences — who  is  not  prepared  to  brave  every 
danger  for  principles  that  he  considers  imp  r- 
tant,  ought  never  to  - nter  public  life.  Iuflaen 
ced  ly  such  feelings,  I shall  venture  this  even- 
ing, in  the  face  of  the  eloquence  that  has  cha- 
racterized the  speech  of  the  Provincial  Score 
tary.  to  address  you.  X feel  that  so  far  as  the 
result  of  this  debate  is  concerned,  it  would  be 
well  if  I waived  the  privilege  of  closing  this  dis- 
cussion ; but  I would  be  u true  to  myself  as 
wel  as  to  a large  proportion  of  the  people  oi  this 
country  whom  I believe  I represent  on  this  ques- 
tion, if  I were  to  restrain  myself  from  giving 
expression  to  some  extent  to  the  indignant  feel 
in  which  has  been  produced  on  my  mind  this 
evening.  When  I addressed  the  House  the 


other  day,  T carefully  avoided  any  unpleasant 
reference  to  any  body  or  sect  of  people  in  this 
country,  and  y,  is  not  my  purpose  to-night  to 
say  a single  word  that  would  be  considered  in 
the  slightest  degree  disrespectful  in  reference  to 
a body  of  people,  many  of  whom  I sincerely  re- 
spect In  the  advocacy  of  this  question  I am  not 
influenced  bv  any  narrow  or  sectarian  f eling3. 
that  would  exclude  any  denomination  from  the 
true  exercise  of  their  judgment  and  feelings  and 
d sposition,  in  reference  to  the  great  subject  of 
Education  But  I hink,  notwithstanding  the 
intimation  thrown  out  by  the  Provincial  vecy., 
there  has  not  yet  been  a single  word  said,  bear- 
ing directly  upon  this  question,  or  an  argument 
worthy  of  any  considerarion.  I do  flatt  r myself 
that  I did  present  this  question  before  the 
House  in  a fair  and  I may  say  lucid  manner  I 
do  not  pretend  to  say  that  in  reference  to  this  or 
any  other  question  I can  at  all  reach 
the  marked  eloquence  that  distinguis  es 
other  gentlemen  in  this  Legislature  ; but  I think 
I can  say  that  I have  put  the  fac  s that  are  con 
neeted  with  this  question  in  a manner  that  is 
fully  appreciated  by  a large  proportion  of  the 
pie  of  th<s  country  The  Provincial  Secty. 
undertaken  to  pay  a very  flattering  compli- 
ment to  the  gentlemen  sitting  around  these 
benches-— that  they  are  possessed  of  such  an 
amount  of  integrity  t at  they  can  afford  to  dis- 
regard the  express  sentiments  of  their  constitu- 
ents when  they  are  opposed  to  their  own  judg- 
ments I am  quite  willing  to  accord  to  the 
gentlemen  here  what  he  claims  for  them,  and 
yet  I believe  there  are  very  few  men  in  this 
Legislature  now  or  heretofore,  who  have  been 
raised  above  the  wishes  and  sympathies,  and 
influence  of  their  constituents.  I think  that 
perhaps  the  hon.  Prov  Secy  even  may  have 
shaped  his  legislation  in  this  House  with  a view 
of  influencing  not  only  his  own  constituents,  but 
those  far  out  and  beyond  them.  I am  not  going 
to  say  it  positively,  but  I shall  not  be  at  all  sur- 
prised to  find  that  the  course  of  the  Provincial 
Secretary  was  shaped,  in  the  first  instance,  in 
respect  to  this  matter,  in  view  of  the  possible 
effect  it  might  have  upon  an  approaching  elec- 
tion. It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  a man 
who  has  first  hesitated  to  support  a scheme,  to 
become,  after  fully  committed,  so  wedded  to 
it,  that  he  flatters  himself  his  judgment  coincides 
in  Lis  course,  and  t t he  is  influenced  by  a 
sincere  conviction  In  the  advocacy  of  this 
question  my  thoughts  naturally  turn  far  back- 
ward o a period  when  this  question — for  it,  is 
substantially  die  sam  ■ that  agkated  the  coun- 
try many  years  ago—was  before  the  Legislature 
— when  the  denominational  system  of  col- 
leges was  argued  with  an  ability  that  will  never 
b?  forgotten,  and  there  comes  vividly  before  my 
mind  this  evening  the  position  which  my  hon. 
friend,  the  Attorney  General,  occupied  at  that 
time,  and  I cannot  but  contrast  it  to  some  extent 
with  the  position  which  he  has  taken  to-night — 
a position  which  he  acknowledges  he  has  un* 
willingly  assumed,  tor  he  has  stated  that  he 
wished  he  was  unfettered  and  able  to  adv  catc 
the  views  which  he  expressed  20  years  ago. 

I am  going  to  state  the  grave  objection  to  this 
scheme.  The  objection  is  not  that  the  Presby- 
terians are  seeking  for  a higher  education. 
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They  are  justified  in  doing  that,  bat  it  is  that 
owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which 
this  country  is  placed  at  the  present  time,  in 
consequence  of  th  system  of  denominational 
colleges  established  20  years  ago, we  cannot  allow 
the  present  scheme  in  reference  to  Dalhousie, 
without  doing  a manifest  injustice  to  other 
leading  denominations  in  this  Province  whose 
rights  and  opinions  have  as  much  claim  to  be 
respected  as  those  of  any  single  denonfi  ation, 
as  in  the  present  case 

It  wa3  said  by  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary 
that  this  movement  Avas  lead  by  the  Baptist 
< enominatioD,  and  he  was  disposed,  I think,  to 
throw  all  odium  upon  them  for  the  agitation  in 
this  country.  I believe  this  to  be  an  aspersion 
upon  that  body,  and  I think  his  are  the  lips 
that  should  be  the  last  to  make  that  statement.  I 
think  that  to  night  the  Episcopalians  are  not 
les3  interested  in  this  question  than  the  Baptists 
— t at  the  Catholics  are  just  as  much  so  as  are 
the  other  denominations  What  do  you  think 
Ring's  College  w ill  do  in  this  emergency.  Do 
you  think  the  Episcopalians  are  . oing  to  take  any 
ste,  s that  will  tend  to  the  injury  of  thfir  own 
institution  which  has  been  erected  at  an  expense 
of  perhaps  £25,000,  and  excels  in  every  respect 
Dalhousie  and  I believe  has  a position  infinitely 
above  what  the  latter  will  ever  attain.  Can  you 
•expect  them  to  come  forward  and  take  a chair 
in  this  comparatively  in  igaificant  institution? 
If  you  could  induce  the  Baptists,  or  Epiecopa 
bans,  or  Methodists  to  participate  in  this  insti- 
tution and  do  it  without  sacrificing  their  own 
institution,  then  I would  say  this  is  all  fair  and 
a scheme  that  should  be  recommended.  I do 
not  forget,  as  the  Prov  nei*l  Secretary  forgets, 
the  difficulties  and  sacrifices  that  have  charac- 
terized the  history  of  that  beautiful  edifice  at 
WolfVille — that  this  institution  is  the  result  of 
honest  toil  and  labor ; and  do  you  think  that 
those  whose  sympathies  and  affections  cling 
around  Acadia  are  to  he  now  attracted  to  shel- 
ter themselves  Aithin  the  walls  of  Dalhousie? 

We  have  been  toll  that  we  have  n the  tables 
a number  of  petitions  to  which  are  attached  ihe 
names  of  men  who  do  not  understand  the  ques- 
tion. I admit  there  may  bj  many  of  them  who 
do  not  appreciate  it  in  all  its  relations,  but  if 
they  did  fully  understand  it  their  feelings  would 
be  only  the  more  excited,  and  instead  of  forty 
petitions  there  would  be  double  the  number 
here.  I am  satisfied  that  if  the  matter  is  allow- 
ed to  remain  open,  when  we  all  meet  here  again 
next  winter,  there  will  be  ten  petitions  where 
there  is  now  one.  But  we  have  been  told  again 
and  again  that  the  men  who  are  agitating  this 
question,  and  are  interested  in  the  action  of  the 
House,  are  incompetent  to  consider  it  in  all  its 
aspects.  I venture  to  say  that  there  are  men  x 
connected  with  King’s  College,  with  Sack- 
ville,  and  Acadia,  as  competent  as  those  who 
are  now  associated  with,  and  labouring  within 
Dalhousie  College,  and  I say  this  without  any 
wish  to  disparage  them  in  any  respect  what- 
ever. Yet  these  men  are  among  those  who 
take  the  deepest  interest  in  this  question.  I go 
f urther  and  I take  the  libert3r  of  reminding  the 
Provincial  Secretary  that  there  is  a name  attach- 
ed to  one  of  these  petitions  which  at  least  he 
would  be  inclined  to  respect,  and  the  circum 


cumstance  of  its  being  appended  ought  to  some 
extent  to  influence  him  from  applying  to  one  at 
least  of  these  documents  the  harsh  expressions 
which  he  has  ventured  t > make  use  of  on  the 
present  occasion.  That  man,  I believe,  is  as 
competent  to  form  a just  opinion,  though  he 
may  not  have  passed  through  a regular  college 
course,  in  reference  to  the  great  question  of 
education  as  connected  with  the  inte.ests  of  the 
country  and  as  well  prepared  to  say  what  are 
the  sentiments  of  his  own  denomination,  as  the 
learned  Provincial  Secretary  himself ; and  I may 
go  further  and  say  that  it  Avould  not  be  accord  - 
ing  too  high  praise  to  that  gentleman  to  stay  he 
is  even  better  qualified. 

(The  hon.  gentleman  then  went  on  to  point 
out  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  Presbyterians 
under  the  legislation  of  last  year,  and  the  injus- 
tice it  did  to  other  denominations.  He  next  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  at  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Halifax,  Mr.  Shannon,  that  the 
funds  of  Dalhousie  did  not  belong  to  the  Pro 
vince,  which  lie  considered  had' been  effectually 
disposed  of  by  the  Attorney  General.  He  said 
he  fid  not  think  the  Presbyterians  themselves 
v aula  undertake  to  uphold  such  a strung  - doc- 
trine as  that,  and  showed,  from  various  facl3  in 
the  history  of  the  Institution,  that  the  money 
did  belong  to  the  Province.  lie  denied  that  the 
i*  solutions  int  odueed  by  himself  or  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Kings  would  perpetrate  a breach  of 
fa  th.  He  alia  ed  to  the  fact  that  the  governors 
with  whom  the  Preshy tefian  conamitt  es  con- 
ferred at  first,  in  order  to  enter  into  arrange- 
ments for  t e transfer  of  Dalhousie,  were  exclu- 
sively Presbyterians.  He  considered  the  whole 
negotiation  from  beginning  to  end  ; s very 
. trange,  especially  when  taken  in.  connection 
with  the  fact  that  the  Presbyterians  carried,  out 
the  scheme' in  order  to  meet  their  peculiar  cir 
cumstances  and  carry  ©ut  their  own  peculiar 
notions,  without  a moment  considering  that 
there  were  three  or  four  other  leading  denomi- 
nations who  composed  the  largest  proportion  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  who  h da  right 
to  be  consulted.  He  considered  that  the  time 
had  gone  by  when  there  was  any  prospect  of 
establishing  a Provincial  University.  He  be- 
lieved  that  the  denominational  system  Avas  bet- 
ter calculated  to  meet  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try at  the  present  day  than  an  University  in 
Halifax.  lie  thought  that  ere  long,  if  the  expe- 
riment was  continued,  it  would  cost  a great  deal 
more  than  £5000  to  the  Prov  nee.  He  pointed 
to  the  fact  that  $ 1 000  was  given  in  the  Estimates 
to  Dalhousie,  and  asked  upon  w at  principle 
that  was  done.  He  was  afraid  it  Avas  but  laying 
the  ground  for  giving  it  further  government 
assistance.  He  then  continued  :) 

There  are  a great  many  points  to  which  I 
might  allude,  but  as  the  ground  has  already 
been  pretty  well  run  over,  I do  not  think  it 
would  be  wor  h my  while  axing  the  patience  of 
the  House  much  further  I stated  a short  time 
ago  that  I Avas  willing  to  accord  to  the  Profes- 
sors of  the  Institution  at  the  present  time  praise 
in  regard  to  the  motives  that  influenced  them, 
and  to  the  attainments  that  distinguished  them. 
I may  not  be  a very  go  d judge  of  their  classi- 
cal attainments,  but  I take  it  for  granted  that 
they  are  men  every  way  worthy  of  that  insti- 
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tution,  and  perfectly  competent  to  foster  the 
educational  interests  of  this  country.  But  what 
is  the  character  of  that  institution  as  well  as  of 
its  students  aS  the  present  time  % These  two 
questions  answered  will  settle  very  effectually 
whether  the  other  denominations  to  which  I 
have  referred  are  taking  an  interest  in  Daikon 
sie,  or  whether  it-  is  confined  entirely  to  one 
denomination.  If  I am  correctly  info  med,  there 
is  but  one  Professor  in  that  institution  who  does 
not  belong  to  the  one  or  the  other  branch  of  the 
Presbyterian,  end  I think  I am  prepared  to  state 
positively  that  there  is  scarcely  a student  in 
that  institution  that  is  anything  but  a Presby- 
terian, and  I d ■ not  say.  this  in  any  disparaging 
way  whatever.  I believe  there  ar  hundreds  of 
Presbyterian  young  men  in  this  country  in  all 
relations  of  life  that  are  an  ornament  to  the 
Province  ; but  yet  all  that  I have  stated  is  sig- 
nificant in  connection  with  what  I have  again 
.and  again  reiterated  that  the  leading  denomina- 
tions which  compose  so  large  a proportion  of 
the  population  of  ihe  Province  are  not  taking 
an  interest  in  the  institution,  and  that  although 
there  may  be  the  best  intention  to  deal  fairly 
with  the  otherfdenominatio'ns,  yet  the  circum- 
stances in  which  these  are  placed  entirely  pre- 
clude them  from  taking  parfcia  this  scheme. 

I think  the  Provincial  Secretary  has  ventured 
rather  hastily  to  censure  gentlemen  who  have 
taken  a deep  interest  in  this  question.  One 
thing  is  cer  ain,  that  that  hon.  gentleman  upon 
this  question  occupies  a position  which  I think 
is  not  endorsed  by  the  denomination  to  which 
he  is  particularly  attached— by  the  Episcopa- 
lians, by  the  Methodists,  or  by  the  Catholics  ; 
and  I believe  the  sentiments  and  ideas  of  those 
different  denominations  are  entitled  to  respect 
in  this  Legislature.  I deplore  as  much  as  any 
body  the  agitation  of  any  religious  question, 
and  I cannot  forget  many  of  the  disastrous  con- 
sequences resulting  from  the  excitement  that 
arose  from  the  discussion  of  a similar  question 
twenty  years  ago.  I know  that  in  the  advocacy 
of  the  denominational  system  my  boo.  friend 
brought  himself  into  unpleasant  contact  with  a 
portion  of  his  ovrn  denomination  ; but  that  por- 
tion of  the  denomination  to  which  he  belongs 
do  not  in  any  way  endorse  the  present  action, 
and  have  little  sympathy  in  reference  to  the 
revival  of  Dalbousie.  I believe  there  is  hardly 
an  intelligent  man  among  them  that  would  for  a 
moment  favour  the  present  scheme.  There  is 
another  consideration  which  influences  my  mind 
very  considerably,  and  that  is  this  : many  of  the 
petitioners  are  men  > f high  classical  attainments 
belonging  to  the  different  denominations, — I 
find  professional  men  entirely  competent  to  form 
an  opinion  and  who  thoroughly  understand  the 
question.  I w&3  going  a while  ago  o refer  to  1 
the  legislation  of  1 st  year.  It  is  perhaps  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  do  so,  but  yet  I am  inclined 
to  say  that  it  was  of  such  a nature  as  to  deceive 
this  House.  I ask  the  Provincial  Secretary  and 
other  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  Legislature  of 
last,  year,  if  there  was  a single  discussion  on  the 
subject  that  lasted  five  minutes,  and  I ask  them 
if  one  man  ont  of  ten  understood  the  scope  and 
bearing  of  the  law  that  was  passed  opening  the 
portals  of  Dalbousie.  I am  safe  in  saying  that 
no  other  gentleman  except  the  Provincial  Secy. 


was  consulted  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  other  gentlemen  be- 
longing to  other  denominations  were  consulted. 
I take  it  that*  the  faculty  in  connection  with 
Kings,  with  Sackville,  and  with  Acadia,  were 
persons  to  be  consulted  upon  this  question — the 
men  who  have  identified  themselves  with  the 
educational  institutions  of  the  country  for  a 
score  of  yegfr s ought  to  be  the  best  judges  how 
far  it  compo  ted  with  the  interests  of  their  insti- 
tutions to  support  Dalbousie;  and  no  arrange 
meat  ought  to  have  been  thou  ht  of  for  a mo- 
ment that  would  have  ignored  the  existence  of 
these  men. 

I am  well  aware  from  the  sentiment  that 
seems  to  prevail  around  these  benches  that 
there  is  little  hope  of  he  resolution  which  I in- 
troduced the  other  evening  and  which  I believe 
embodies  the  sentiments  of  the  people  on  whose 
behalf  I speak  will  pass.  I think,  however, 
that  the  resolution  which  will  be  moved  for  the 
repayment  of  £5.000  into  the  Provincial  treasury 
or  with  a view  of  dividing  it  b tween  the  differ- 
ent denominations  should  carry.  The  Provin- 
cial Secretary  has  talked  about  undertaking  to 
buy  the  support  or  members  w th  the  money 
consecrated  to  educational  purposes.  Why  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  his  emark  fell  with  little 
weight  upon  my  mind  when  I remember  that 
but  a short  time  since  that  hon.  gentleman  under- 
took tk  charge  the  support  of  the  Normal  School 
upo  ; Dalbousie  in  connection  with  a scheme 
that  claimed  from  his  hand  the  most  earnest  ad- 
vocacy. It  will  be  also  remembered  that  the 
scheme  of  making  Dalbousie  a Museum  was 
favoured  in  certain  quarters,  it  was  not  tfeen 
that  big  off  nee  to  propose  to  devote  Dalbousie 
to  some  other  purpose  different  to  that  which 
its  original  founder  had  in  view.  I think  that 
this  Legislature  had  a perfect  right  to  say  what 
shall  be  done  with  the  £5000  owing  to  the  Pro- 
vince. I did  not  forget  that  years  ago  there 
was  a motion  passed  the  Legislature  by  a very 
large  vote  to  demand  the  payment  of  that  money. 
I think  I can  a so  find  a resolution  proposing 
the  same  thing  and  that  Dalbousie  should  not 
be  used,  for  a purpose  so  exalted  as  a University. 
It  is  only  very  recently  that  gentlemen  have 
come  to  have  such  great  objection  to  deal  with 
Dalbousie.  I believe  that  the  honest,  fair,  and 
manly  course  to  pursue  would  have  been  for  the 
P esbyterian  body,  and  I say  it  with  all  respect, 
if  hey  desired  higher  education  for  their  young 
men  to  have  imitated  the  example  set  by  Kings’, 
Acadia  and  Sackville,  and  have  raised  the  funds 
and  bring  up  an  institution  to  such  a position 
that  they  would  not  feel  ashamed  to  place  it  side 
by  side  with  those  of  the  other  denomi- 
nations who  have  done  so  much  to  merit 
the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  this  country.  I 
feel  that  as  far  as  I am  able  to  understand  the 
necessities  of  the  country,  and  more  especially 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  peculiar  circumstances 
and  views  of  my  own  denomination,  that  it  will 
be  a long  time  before  they  are  attracted  from  an 
institution  hallowed  by  so  many  reminiscences 
— an  institution  which  is  indeed  the  effort  of 
toil,  and  self-sacrifice.  I look  forward  to  thq 
time,  not  far  distant,  when  this  question  will 
cause  no  little  agit  tion  in  this  country,  and  I 
have  been  very  considerably  influenced  in  bring- 
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ing  forward  this  resolution,  by  the  hope  that 
this  Legislature  will  see  the  necessity  ot  passing 
it  with  a view  of  settling  this  vexed  subject  upon 
an  equitable  basis  befo  e it  is  too  late 

I remarked  the  other  night,  when  speaking 
upon  another  subject,  that  this  Legislature  had 
a right  to  congratulate  itself  that  the  tone  of 
acrimonious  debate  which  had  distinguished  it  in 
former  years  was  passing  away,  and  I think  we 
should  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  have  gone 
t rough  such  trying  ordeals  comparatively  un- 
scathed. We  have  only  merged  from  a conflict 
of  a most  unpleasant  character,  but  I feel  that 
the  one  that  lies  before  us  will  assume  an  aspect 
which  will  lead  to  consequences  that  will  be 
much  more  prejudicial  in  regard  to  the  feelings 
that  will  be  engendered.  As  respects  myself  I 
shall  have  to  change  my  mind  very  considerably 
before  I can  e er  endorse  the  sentiments  that 
have  been  expressed  by  the  Provincial  Secretary. 
In  former  days  I have  been  proud  to  be  associa- 
ted with  him  in  the  general  politics  of  the  coun- 
try, for  I believe  he  represented  fairly  the  feel- 
ings of  the  party  with  which  I have  always 
deemed  it  an  honour  to  be  connected  ; but  it  is 
quite  po  sible  that  a question  which  seems  to  be 
of  very  email  magnitude  in  the  beginning, 
may  assume  an  aspect  which  may  tend  to  bring 
into  collision  those  who  ought  to  be  closely 
drawn  together. 

Dr  Hamilton  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Longley  wished  to  withdraw  his  reso- 
lution and  substitute  another  amendment  to 
Dr.  Tupper's  ame  ;dment.  This  proposition 
was  decided  to  be  unparliamentary. 

Dr.  Brown  then  moved  an  amendment  pro- 
viding for  the  repayment  of  the  £5000  borrow- 
ed from  the  Province  by  Dalhousie. 

Hon.  Peov.  Sec.  then  made  a few  remarks. 
He  said  that  he  regretted  one  remark  that  had 
fallen  from  his  hon.  friend  the  member  of  Anna- 
polis, which  was  that  he  (Dr.  T.)  had  aspersed 
the  Baptist  body  as  the  party  which  had  led  the 
van  in  this  agitation.  He  denied  that  in  any  re- 
marks he  had  made  he  had  aspersed  that  body 
in  any  way  whatever.  He  had  given  credit  to 
them  for  having  taken  the  lead,  but  h$  did  not 
charge  it  upon  them  as  an  aspersion.  He  said 
the  position  of  affairs  in  1862,  when  he  intro- 
duced bis  Retrenchment  resolution,  was  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  they  were  now.  Then  the  funds 
of  Dalhousie  were  entirely  unavailable  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Eiucation  of  the  country.  He  did 
not  propose  to  use  the  funds  of  Dalhousie  for 
any  object  other  than  that  for  which  they 
should  be  used.  His  proposition  was  to  remove 
the  Normal  School  to  Halifax — its  proper  loca- 
tion he  thought — and  make  use  of  a then  useless 
building.  Now  the  situation  of  affairs  was  en- 
tirely changed  ; Dalhousie  was|  once  more  in 
working  order,  and  it  would  be  most  unjust 
make  any  attempt  to  stop  the  arrangements  that 
; had  been  made.  He  also  expressed  his  opinion 
that  the  hon.  member  was  under  a misapprehen- 
sion as  respects  a resolution  having  ever  passed 
the  House  for  the  repayment  of  the  loan  Every 
person  knew  that  a loan  to  a public  work  was  a 
gift  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

The  question  waB  then  taken  upon  .Dr.  Brown’s 
resolution. 


For  Dr.  Brown’s  amendment  there  appeared 
14;  against  it,  30.  The  names  on  the  division 
are  as  follows: — Yeas  : Pryor,  Allison,  Churchill, 
More,  Bill,  King,  Donkin,  Longley,  Dr.  Hamib* 
ton,  Hill,  Dr.  Brown,  Robicheau,  Colin  Camp- 
bell, Kaulback.  Nays : Hatfield,  D.  Fraser, 
Ross,  McKay,  C.  J.  Campbell,  J.  Fraser,  G.  S. 
Brown,  Whitman,  Lawrence,  Tobin,  Killam, 
McFarlane,  Fin.  Secretary,  Parker,  Slocumb, 
Afty.  General,  Jost,  Miller,  Prov.  Secretary,  Jas. 
McDonald,  McLelin,  Locke,  Robertson,  Black- 
wood, Balcom,  Caldwell,  McKinnon,  Coffin, 
Blanchard,  Archibald. 

The  Provincial  Secretary’s  amendment  (moved 
on  the  first  day  of  the  debate)  then  passed,  and 
he  moved  the  House  into  Committee  on  the  state 
of  the  Province,  and  adjourned  immediately. 

The  House  adjourned  until  3 the  next  day. 


Wednesday,  March  30. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

enquiry. 

Mr  Archibald  said  that  it  would  be  in  the  re- 
collection of  the  House  that  at  the  close  of  the 
Retrenchment  debate,  the  other  night,  the  Finl. 
Secretary  made  some  remarks.  Their  substance 
had  not  been  apparent  to  his  mind  at  the  time  ; 
but  his  attention  had  since  been  called  to  an  arti 
cle  in  the  Express  newspaper,  to  the  following 
effect 

“ la  the  House  of  Assembly,  last  evening,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  LeVesconte  refuted  the  charge  brought 
against  him  by  an  anonymous  writer  in  the  Chron- 
icle, that  he  promised  aid  or  assistance  to  Mr. 
Howe  on  his  no-popery  crusade.  The  Financial 
Secretary  challenged  the  Fishery  Commissioner, 
or  any  of  his  friends,  to  produce  the  letter  refer- 
red to,  and  then  it  would  fee  seen  if  any  reference 
was  made  in  it  to  either  Catholic  or  Protestant. 
Now  that  the  challenge  has  been  made,  we  trust 
the  letter  will  be  forthcoming.  From  the  antece- 
dents of  Mr  L.,  we  thought  it  strange  if  he  were 
guilty  of  what  was  attributed  to  him.” 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  now  arose  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  the  Financial  Secretary  if  the 
above  was  a correct  report  of  his  remarks,  and 
what  he  meant  to  convey  in  them.  He  would  also 
&fgk  that  hon.  gentleman  whether  he  had  not  writ- 
ten to  Mr.  Howe  at  the  time  in  question,  tender- 
ing to  him  his  support  and  the  assistance  of  hia 
purse.  He  would  like  to  know  if  in  using  the 
words  “Catholic”  or  “Protestant,”  he  was 
speaking  from  his  recollection  of  the  letter,  and 
whether  he  was  quite  positive  as  to  its  meaning. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  said  he  must  rise  at  once 
to  express  his  reprehension  of  conduct  so  exceed- 
ingly strange  that  he  could  never  for  a moment 
have  believed  that  any  gentleman  acquainted  with 
Parliamentary  usages  would  have  been  guilty  of 
it.  He  would  be  very  sorry  if  the  Financial  Se- 
cretary should  so  far  forget  what  was  due  to  his 
position  as  to  answer  any  questions  of  such  a cha- 
racter. 

The  Speaker  interrupted  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
state  that  the  whole  proceeding  was  exceedingly 
irregular,  and  that  he  could  not  allow  the  matter 
to  proceed  unless  it  came  up  in  a proper  form. 
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Mr.  Archibald  was  going  on  to  say  something, 
when  the  Speaker  said  that  he  could  not  allow 
anything  to  be  said  without  a motion. 

Mr.  Archibald  then  Baid  he  rose  to  the  order 
of  the  House.  He  wanted  the  Speaker  to  inform 
him  if  the  Financial  Secretary  did  not  challenge 
the  production  of  the  letter,  and  whether  it  was 
not  competent  for  him  (Mr.  A.)  to  produce  it  if 
so  disposed. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  said  that  he  knew  nothing 
whatever  of  the  question  ; but  he  had  listened 
with  the  deepest  indignation  to  the  style  of  debate 
pursued  by  the  hon.  gentleman  in  reference  to  a 
matter  with  which  the  House  had  nothiug  to  do. 
Such  catechizing  was  contrary  to  the  dignity  of 
the  House. 

The  Speaker  said  there  must  be  some  resolu- 
tion in  writing  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Archibald  then  proposed  a resolution  sta- 
ting in  effect  that  when  any  member  challenges 
the  production  of  proof  of  any  affirmation,  it 
shall  be  competent  for  a member  to  prpent  such 
proof. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  regretted  exceed- 
ingly the  Atty  General  should  suppose  that  he 
wished  to  infringe  ou  the  rights  of  any  member. 
He  had  no  object  in  view  other  than  to  afford  Mr. 
Levesconte  a chance  to  vindicate  himself  with  re- 
spect to  certain  charges.  He  wished  to  know  the 
exact  meaning  of  the  words  uped  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  the  other  night.  If  he  would  say  that 
his  words  did  convey  exactly  the  idea  that  he  in- 
tended then  he  thought  he  could  satisfy  the  hon 
gentleman  that  he  must  be  under  an  entire  mis- 
apprehension. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  said  that  he  was  surprised 
that  a gentleman  who  had  held  the  position  which 
the  hon.  member  for  Colchester  had  in  the  House, 
should  venture  to  offer  a resolution  of  such  a cha- 
racter. That  any  gentleman  should  come  in  aad 
ask  questions  of  another,  concerning  a matter 
with  which  the  House  had  nothing  to  do,  was  a 
course  of  procedure  most  derogatory  to  the  dignity 
of  the  House,  and  an  infringement  of  the  privi- 
leges ot  its  members.  He  witnessed  the  course  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  with  a feeling  of  astonishment, 
that  he  could  hardly  adequately  express.  If  he 
pursued  it  out  of  doors  the  probability  was  that 
it  would  meet  with  a rebuff  that  would  be  very 
unpleasant.  Aa  he  (Mr.  J.)  understood  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute,  it  was  a question  between  Jhe  Fin. 
Secretary  and  som8  one  who  was  not  in  the  House, 
but  whc  could  vindicate  himself  in  the  proper 
way  if  he  felt  so  disposed.  All  that  he  (Mr.  J.) 
desired  was  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker  said  that  when  the  conduct  of  any 
member  was  under  consideration  it  was  usual  for 
him  to  withdraw. 

Hon  Mr.  Johnston  said  that,  the  conduct  of  the 
hon.  Fin.  Secretary  was  not  under  consideration, 
but  rather  that  of  the  hon.  member  for  Colches- 
ter who  was  endeavoring  to  violate  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  House.  In  looking  over  the  reso- 
lution of  the  hon  gentleman  he  was  surprised  at 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  expressed.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  offered  any  proof  at  all,  but 
merely  catechized  his  hon.  friend. 

The  Speaker  said  that  it  was  within  his  privi- 
lege to  shut  out  the  resolution  and  put  an  end  to 
the  whole  matter.  He  thought  if  the  subject  was 


continued  the  Fin.  Secretary,  under  the  rules  of 
the  House,  would  have  to  leave  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston. — If  the  hon.  gentleman 
goes  out,  I will  go  out  with  him,  and  I hope  every 
other  member  will  do  the  same. 

Mr.  Jas  McDonald  said  that  he  conceived  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  shut  out  the 
resolution. 

The  Speaker  said  that  if  he  could  not  be  heard, 
he  would  go  down  from  the  Chair  himself.  He 
would  rule  that  according  to  the  usages  of  the 
House,  Mr.  Archibald  had  not  the  right  to  put 
his  resolution. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  it  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House  that  the  present  Provincial 
Secretary  charged  the  leader  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment (Mr.  Howe)  with  having  made  certain  offers 
to  gentlemen  supporting  the  Opposition,  and 
asked  for  the  production  of  their  proof.  Subse- 
quently he  adduced  the  letter,  which  was  read  in 
the  House,  and  it  was  ruled  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  a right  to  lay  the  letter  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jas  McDonald  said  the  case  alluded  to 
bore  no  analogy  to  the  present.  The  House  had  a 
perfect  right  to  know  the  character  of  any  offer 
made  by  a leader  of  a government  to  any  gentle- 
man in  the  House  in  reference  to  public  matters. 
Such  a right  was  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  interests  of  the  country.  In  the  present  case, 
however,  the  transaction  happened  outside,  and 
the  House  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it. 
If  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester  had  any 
proof  to  offer  to  the  House,  he  should  have  pro- 
duced it  and  not  taken  the  course  he  did. 

Hon.  Atty  Gen.  said  that  he  felt,  in  taking  the 
course  he  had,  he  was  doing  his  friend,  the  Fin’l. 
Secretary,  an  injustice  ; but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
vindicate  the  rights  of  the  House. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  the  subject,  Mr. 
Archibald  said  that  if  the  House  would  allow 
him  he  would  withraw  his  resolution. 

miscellaneous. 

Mr.  Bourinot  asked  the  Government  to  lay  on 
the  table  a petition  from  the  Horticultural  Society . 

Mr.  Jost,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Accounts,  reported  up  the  same,  which  were  read.. 

THE  “ CHESAPEAKE  ” AFFAIR. 

Hon.  Prov  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  a des- 
patch from  the  Secretary  of  State,  conveying,  in 
strong  terms,  the  approval  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment of  the  action  of  General  Doyle,  the  Admin- 
istrator of  the  Government,  touching  the  Ches  i- 
peake  affair.  It  gives  me,  added  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, great  pleasure  as  I am  sure  it  will  give  every 
hon.  member,  to  know  that  in  respect  to  a matter 
of  so  important  a character,  His  Excellency  has 
gained  the  entire  approbation  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. I am  also  satisfied  that  it  will  b8  equally 
gratifying  to  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  this  House 
to  know  that  the  Provincial  Government,  called 
upon  in  an  affair  of  such  importance  to  offer  their 
advice  to  His  Excellency,  have  been  enabled  to 
tender  such  advice  as  has  resulted  in  placing  the 
head  of  the  Executive  in  such  an  honorable  position 
as  this  despatch  proves  to  have  been  the  case. 
railway  despatches. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  des- 
patches from  the  Colonial  Office  respecting  the 
construction  of  *.  Railway  from  Truro  to  the  Bend. 
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I may  take  this  opportunity,  he  said,  of  saying 
that  juBt  at  the  time  I was  leaving  Halifax  for  the 
Agricultural  Exhibition,  held  at  Antigonishe  last 
fall,  I received  a telegraphic  message  from  Mr. 
Brydges,  stating  that  he  would  call  here  on  his 
way  to  England,  and  thereupon  I wrote  an  unof- 
ficial letter  to  intercept  that  gentleman  on  his  ar- 
rival in  the  city.  In  it,  I suggested  the  propriety 
of  ascertaining  whether  it  would  be  possible  for 
the  Governments  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, if  united  in  the  matter,  to  induce  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  extend  the  guarantee  whieh 
was  embodied  in  our  legislation  of  last  year  to  the 
construction  of  a Railway  from  Truro  to  the  Bend. 
I thought  it  advisable  to  entrust  the  negotiation  of 
this  matter  to  Mr.  Brydges  inasmuch  I was  aware 
that  the  Grand  Trunk  interest  in  London  was 
very  powerful  and  could  place  the  whole  affair  in 
the  most  favorable  light  at  the  Colonial  office  I 
may  state  to  the  House  that  I communicated  to  my 
colleagues,  at  a subsequent  period,  the  step  I had 
taken,  and  they  agreed  with  me  in  the  propriety  of 
making  a proposal  to  the  Province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick to  join  us  in  a joint  application  to  the  Brit- 
ish Government  in  reference  to  this  guarantee. 
The  Minute  of  Council  was  actually  prepared  for 
transmission,  when  I received  a letter  from  Mr. 
Brydges  stating  that  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  had 
positively  stated  that  he  would  not  entertain  any 
proposition  that  did  not  include  the  completion  of 
the  whole  Intercolonial  line.  No  further  action 
was  taken  on  the  subject  by  us.  The  parties, 
however,  who  were  interested  in  the  construction 
of  the  Trunk  line  again  brought  the  subject,  at  a 
more  recent  period,  to  the  notice  of  His  Grace, 
and  Mr.  Watkins  proposed  the  modification  of  the 
former  proposal  ; he  asked  the  British  Govern- 
ment if  they  would  not  consent,  in  case  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  built  the  portion  of 
the  line  between  Truro  ajjd  the  Bend,  that  the 
guarantee  Bhould  be  made  available,  provided  the 
whole  work  was  ultimately  carried  out.  These 
despatches  contain  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  with  the  proviso,  I 
believe,  that  the  whole  work  must  be  completed 
by  five  years,  if  the  guarantee  is  to  be  available. 

COMMITTEE  ON  BILLS 

The  House  theu  went,  into  committee  on  bills, 
and  passed  the  following  : — To  incorporate  Cobe- 
quid  Marine  Insurance  Company  ; to  repeal  the 
act  incorporating  Bridgeport  Coal  Mining  Com- 
pany ; to  incorporate  Albion  M nes  Insurance 
Company  ; to  incorporate  Yarmouth  Seminary  ; 
to  change  the  names  of  certain  places  in  Digby  ; 
to  amend  chapter  59  of  the  Acts  of  1862  ; to  re- 
gulate highway  labour  in  Pieiou. 

The  House  adjourned  a:  6 o’clock. 

Thursday,  March  31 

Mr  Whitman  presented  a petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Annapolis  ; also  a bill  in  accordance 
therewith,  in  reference  to  the  town  marsh. 

Hon.  Fin.  Secy,  laid  on  the  table  a petition  from 
the  Horticultural  Society,  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bourinot,  was  read  by  the  clerk. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  ADMINISTRATOR  OF  THE  GOVERN- 
MENT. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
House  correspondence  between  Lord  Lyons  and 


the  Hon.  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
United  States,  in  which  Mr.  Seward  expressed  hi« 
high  sense  of  the  honorable  and  courteous  manner 
in  which  Major  General  Doyle  had  discharged  his 
duty  in  the  “ Chesapeake”  affair. 

It  must  be  very  gratifying  to  perceive,  said  the 
hon  gentleman,  that  the  course  pursued  by  his 
Excellency  has  received  the  approbation  of  not 
only  of  the  Imperial  Government,  but  also  that 
of  the  American  States,  whose  interests  have  been 
so  materially  affected.  I now  rise  to  move  an  ad- 
dress to  his  Excellency,  expressive  of  the  gratifi- 
cation of  this  House  at  the  satisfactory  adjustment 
of  a matter  which  was  of  so  delicate  a nature,  and 
involved  consequences,  that  might  have  been  moat 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  whole  Empire, 
and  especially  of  this  portion  of  it. 

To  his  Fxctllencv  Manor  General  Charles  Hastings 
Doyle,  Administrator  of  the  Government  and 
Commander-m  Chief  in  and  over  Her  Majesty's 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  fund  its  Dependencies, 
be.,  fyc  , #c. 

The  Humble  Address  of  the  House  or  Assem- 
bly, in  Session  convened. 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency,— 

The  House  of  Assembly  in  General  Assembly 
convened,  have  learned  with  the  highest  satisfac- 
tion, that,  the  action  of  Your  Excellency  in  rela- 
tion to  the  trying  and  important  questions  con- 
nected with  the  American  steamship  “ Chesa- 
peake” has  obtained  the  warm  approval  of  the 
Imperial  Government,  as  manifested  in  the  des- 
patch transmitted  by  His  Grace  the  Colonial  Sec- 
retary, and  yesterday  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

We  desire  to  express  our  gratification  that,  at  a 
crisis  so  important,  the  duty  of  representing  Her 
Gracious  Majesty  should  have  devolved  upon  an 
officer  who,  while  maintaining  the  dignity  of  the 
Crown  and  the  rights  of  Her  Majesty’s  subjects, 
has  not  lost  sight  of  the  just  claims  of  a friendly 
Government,  and  whose  conduct  has  secured  the 
expression  of  the  favorable  consideration  not  only 
of  the  Imperial  Government,  but  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  whose  prudence  and  firmness 
so  much  has  been  due  in  preserving  friendly  rela- 
tions with  a neighbouring  State,  which  couid  net 
be  disturbed  without  the  most  disastrous  conse- 
quences. 

Injustice  would  be  done  to  Your  Excellency  and 
to  ourselves  were  our  silence  to  give  occasion  to 
the  supposition  that  the  important  transactions 
alluded  to  were  alone  the  ground  on  which  Your 
Excellency 'was  entitled  to  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  this  House  and  the  Country. 

We  are  happy  to  assure  Your  Excellency  that 
the  interest,  you  have  manifested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  Province,  the  earnestness  with  which  you 
have  promoted  whatever  seemed  calculated  to  ad- 
vance its  roost,  important  interests,  and  the  most 
essential  advantage  wh'ch  the  Volunteer  and 
Militia  service  has  derived  from  the  assiduous  at- 
tention and  ability  of  Your  Excellency,  and  the 
earnestness  you  have  exhibited  in  the  improve- 
ment of  our  Provincial  defences,  united  with  the 
urbanity  which  hae  d'stinguished  your  personal 
intercourse  with  every  class  of  the  people,  have 
secured  to  Your  Excellency  universal  esteem  and 
respect  ; and  this  House  fulfills  a most  pleasing 
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duty  in  making  this  acknowledgment,  and  assur- 
ing Your  Excellency  that  the  House  will  be  high- 
ly gratified  by  any  event  which  may  promote  your 
interest  or  advance  your  happiness. 

John  C.  Wade, 

House  of  Assembly,  Speaker. 

31st  March,  1864. 

I have  done  nothing  but  jxslice,  added  Mr. 
Johnston,  to  His  Excellency  in  this  address.  He 
has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  agriculture 
and  all  its  leading  interests,  and  especially  in  per- 
fecting our  militia  system.  He  devotes  a great 
deal  of  time  and  attention  to  every  thing  that 
affects  that  service.  I feel  that  this  Colony  is 
largely  indebted  to  his  Excellency  for  the  very 
important  service  in  calling  the  attention  of  the 
British  Government  to  the  defences  of  our  coast, 
and  more  especially  of  this  harbor.  It  was  only 
after  the  most  persevering  representations  to  the 
British  Government  that  instructions  have  been 
given  to  commence  structures  for  enlarging  and 
making  more  secure  the  defences  of  this  harbor. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  had  gre&t  pleasure 
in  seconding  the  motion,  and  that  be  entirely 
agreed  with  the  observations  that  had  been  made 
by  the  hon.  Atty.  General.  His  Excellency  the 
Administrator  of  the  Government  had,  through- 
out the  delicate  affair  which  had  been  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  mover  of  the  address,  acted  with  a 
tact,  and  at  the  same  time,  firmness,  that  well  be- 
came a gentleman  occupying  so  high  and  respon- 
sible a position.  He  was  convinced  the  Legisla- 
ture would  fully  reciprocate  the  sentiments  that 
had  fallen  from  the  Attorney  General,  and  unani- 
mously pass  an  address  which  only  did  justice  to 
the  subject.  He  concluded  his  observations  by 
expressing  the  hope  that  His  Excellency  would 
permanently  fill  the  position  he  now  occupies  with 
such  honor  to  himself  and  such  satisfaction  to  the 
Legislature  and  people  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  address  was  then  adopted  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Hon.  Pro.  Secretary  then  moved  that  the  hon. 
mover  and  seconder  of  the  address,  Messrs  John- 
ston and  Archibald,  be  a committee  to  wait  upon 
his  Excellency  with  the  address. 

Before  the  House  rose  the  hon.  Mr.  Johnston 
reported  to  the  House  the  annexed  answer  from 
His  Excellency. 

REPLY : 

Government  Hou3E, 
Halifax.  N.  S.,  March  31,  1864. 
To  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ap- 
pointed to  present  the  Address. 

Gentlemen — 

I receive  with  the  utmost  gratification  the  flat- 
tering address,  passed  unanimously  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  just  presented  to  me,  for 
which  I request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  convey 
to  them  my  cordial  thanks. 

It  will,  I assure  you,  at  all  times,  be  a source 
of  pride  to  feel  that  the  honor  of  administering 
the  Government  of  this  fine  Province  has  devolved 
upon  me  on  two  separate  occasions,  and,  with  the 
aid  of  my  responsible  advisers,  that  I have  per- 
formed the  duties  of  the  high  office  intrusted  to 
me  in  such  a manner  as  to  gain  the  confidence  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  loyal 
province. 


I am  aware  that  this  feeling  has  been  produced 
towards  me,  not  from  any  individual  merits  of 
my  own,  but  from  having  humbly  attempted  to 
follow,  as  far  as  my  abilities  have  permitted,  the 
noble  example  set  by  our  beloved  Queen,  in  strict- 
ly abiding  by  the  principles  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution. 

The  House  of  Assembly  have  rightly  judged  my 
feelings  in  ascribing  to  me  the  desire  to  advance, 
by  every  means  in  my  power,  the  welfare  of  this 
Colony,  and  will  ever  find  me  ready  to  co-operate 
in  any  measure  calculated  to  promote  its  pros- 
perity. 

I beg,  in  conclusion,  to  assure  you,  that  this 
highly  priared  tribute  of  esteem  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  will  be  an  additional  incentive  to  the 
faithful  disch&ige  of  the  important  and  respon- 
sible duties  with  which  I have  been  entrusted. 

(Signed)  Hastings  Doyle, 

Maj  sr-General  and  Administrator. 

railway  bills. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  Bills, 
and  took  up  and  passed  the  Railway  Bill  in  the 
Pt.  S.  Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  added  a clause  which 
he  stated  imposes  no  additional  liabilities  upon 
the  Province,  but  merely  gives  tbe  Government 
power  in  case  they  should  deem  it  more  for  the 
interests  of  the  Province,  to  enter  into  arrange- 
ments to  have  the  roads  built  by  private  compan- 
ies instead  of  as  government  works. 

statute  labor  act. 

The  Statute  Labor  Act  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  Kaulbacx  moved  that  the  counties  of  Cap© 
Breton.  Inverness,  Richmond,  Victoria,  Lunen- 
burg, Kings,  Queens,  Digby  and  Halifax  be  ex- 
empted from  the  operations  of  the  law  of  1882  ; 
and  that  highway  labor  should  be  performed  in  all 
these  counties  unde®-  Chap  63,  R.  S.,  and  Chap. 
40,  R S , which  chapters  were  hereby  revived  and 
continued  in  all  those  counties. 

Mr.  Jost  hoped  that  the  House  would  yield  to 
the  wishes  of  his  constituents,  and  exempt  his 
county. 

On  a division,  the  motion  was  carried  by  a 
large  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LeVesconte,  effective  Volun- 
teers were  declared  exempt  from  highway  labor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blanchard,  the  settlements 
of  Margaree  and  Cbeticamp  were  added  to  section 
11,  which  extend  the  time  for  the  performance  of 
Statute  Labor  under  Cm  tain  circumstances. 

The  House  adjourned  at  six. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  at  £ to  8 o’clock. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  presented  the  pet  Hon 
of  Donald  McDonald  and  James  McNiel,  asking 
for  redress  in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment, in  granting  a mining  lease  to  one  Le 
Cain,  instead  of  to  petitioners,  who  allege  to 
have  the  right  to  receive  it. 

The  hon.  gentleman  stated  the  facts,  as  follows: 

In  the  year  1858  E.  P.  Archbold,  Esq.,  of 
Cape  Breton  applie  1 for  a mining  lease  at  Glace 
Bay.  Under  the  usual  practice  of  the  Depart- 
ment a survey  was  made,  and  a return  sent  in 
of  an  area  a mile  square,  and  the  lease  wag  issu- 
ed to  Archbold.g  The  petitioners  were  under  the 
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impression  at  the  time  that  the  surveyor  had 
made  a mistake,  and  had  returned  a larger  area 
than  Mr.  Archbold  had  applied  for,  or  was  en- 
titled by  law  to  have  Under  that  impression 
Mr.  McDonald,  one  of  the  petitioners,  applied  to 
the  Government  for  the  excess,  and  deposited  his 
money  for  the  lease.  Upon  an  investigation  ta- 
king place,  it  was  found  that  the  allegations 
were  correct,  and  that  instead  of  Mr.  Archfold 
having  640  acres  he  had  1000  acres.  The  then 
Provincial  Secretary  (Mr  Howe,)  requested  Mr. 
Ai’chbold  to  relinquish  the  portion  that  exceed- 
ed the  mile  square,  which  he  did,  and  that  was 
the  portion  that  the  petitioners  now  claimed.  At 
the  time  the  relinquishment  was  made,  McDonald 
the  petitioner,  was  the  only  person  that  had  a 
claim  fiied  in  the  Crown  Land  Department,  and 
of  course  was  the  only  person  entitled  to  the 
lease  But  it  appears  that  a Mr.  LeCain,  a rela- 
tion of  Mr.  Archbold,  and  a partner  in  a 
Company  working  mines  iu  Cape  Breton,  had 
applied  for  a lease  of  an  area  sorno  distance 
from  this  place,  which  had  been  decided  against 
them,  and  that  after  the  petitioner  had  applied 
for  the  lease  now  in  dispute,  LeCain  filed  his  pe- 
tition for  the  same  area,  and  two  days  afterwards 
obtained  his  lease. 

These  were  the  circumstances,  and  he  (Mr. 
McDonald)  contended  that  the  moment  Mr 
Archbold  had  relinquished  his  right,  that  the 
petitioner,  having  his  money  lodged,  became  en- 
titled to  the  lease. 

This  matter  had  been  submitted  to  a Commit- 
tee of  the  House  last  session,  who  reported  against 
the  petitioners,  and  that  report  had  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  Home,  and  the  ground  upon  which  he 
asked  for  a re-investigation  of  .the  matter,  was 
that  the  Commute©  reported  under  a misappre- 
hension of  the  facts.  He  thought,  that  the  peti- 
tioner was  entitled  to  have  his  grievance  investi- 
gated by  a select  committee  of  the  House. 

Hon  Atty.  Gen  said  that  the  hon.  Provincial 
Secretary,  who  was  not  present  was  more  con- 
versant wbh  the  facts  o?  this  case  As  far  as  he 
was  aware,  the  facts  were  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Arch1:  old  applied  for  a mining  area  of  a 
square  mile  in  extent.  It  was  surveyed,  and  he 
obtained  his  lease.  It  was  found  out  that  by  a 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Surveyor,  a larger 
amount  had  been  given  him  than  was  contained 
within  a square  mile.  In  the  meantime,  Mr. 
Arohbold  had  entered  into  arrangements  with  an 
American  company — who  had  established  large 
works,  and  erected  extensive  buildings — and 
spent  some  thousands  of  pounds  in  making  a har* 
hour  at  Little  Gkce  Bay — which  it  would  be 
seen  by  the  plan  comprized  the  area  in  dispute. 
The  application  of  the  petitioners  was  founded 
upon  the  assumption  of  the  illegality  of  granting 
an  area  of  more  than  a mile  in  extent.  This  he 
denied,  and  he  did  not  know  upon  what  grounds 
the  late  government  required  Mr  Archbold  to  re- 
linquish the  excess.  It  was  true  that  the  gene- 
ral rule  was  not  to  grant  more  than  a mile  area, 
and  the  reason  was  to  prevent  monopoly,  and 
persons  or  companies  obtaining  more  space  than 
they  were  able  to  work — but  no  such  reason  ex- 
isted in  this  C'se,  for  the  parties  were  able  and 
willing  to  work  a larger  area. 


He  did  not  think  this  was  a case  calling  for 
re-consideration.  It  had  been  decided  by  a com- 
mittee of  the  House,  and  passed  upon  by  the  late 
government,  and  he  did  not  think  there  was  any- 
thing that  demanded  a re  hearing. 

A long  discussion  then  ensued,  in  which  Mr. 
James  McDonald,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Mc- 
Donnell, and  Mr.  Chas  Campbell,  strenuously 
argued  the  right  of  the  petitioners  to  have  their 
case  reheard.  And  Mr.  MaeFarl&ne,  the  hon. 
Provincial  Secretary,  and  the  Attorney  General, 
opposed  it.  After  which  Mr.  McDonald’s  motion 
to  appoint  a select  committee  was  lost,  19  to  15. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  until  11  o’clock 
the  next  day. 

Friday,  1st  April. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  House  met  at  three  o’clock,  and  went  into 
Committee  of  the  whole  and  passed  the  following 
•Bills  : — To  incorporate  the  Sisters  of  Charity  ; 
Relative  to  Harbour  master  in  Pictou  ; To  in« 
corporate  Yarmouth  seminary. 

The  Registration  Bill  was  next  taken  up,  and 
on  motion  of  the  Speaker,  clergymen  were  allow- 
ed a fee  of  25  cents  for  the  returns  they  are 
obliged  to  make  The  fee  for  the  registration  of 
births  was  made  a county  instead  of  a personal 
charge.  Other  amendments  were  also  made  in 
the  bill  which  passed  and  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell,  Chairman  of  Colchester 
Election  Committee,  reported  that  the  sitting 
members,  Messrs.  Archibald  and  Parker,  were 
entitled  to  their  seats. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  and  took  up 
the  Statute  Labour  Law. 

After  considerable  debate,  Mr.  S.  Campbell 
moved  that1  the  House  re-consider  the  clause  ex- 
empting certain  counties. 

This  being  agreed  to,  Hon.  Mr.  Henry  moved 
tlrU  the  clause  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Kaulback  expressed  hinuBelf  in  earnest 
terms  against  the  motion  which  was  lost  20  to 
27. 

The  bill  then  as  amended  passed  and  the  Com- 
mittee adjourned. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  moved  that  the  bill 
be  re-commit  red  for  the  purpose  of  striking  Gut 
the  clause  exempting  certain  counties.  Lost  on 
the  following  division  : 

Yeas  : Hatfield,  Allison,  McKay,  D.  Fraser,  S. 
Campbell,  Heffernan,  Whitman,  McLelan,  Ar- 
chibald, Blackwood,  Locke,  Donkin,  J.  Mc- 
Donald, Longley,  Robertson,  J.  Fraser,  McFar- 
lane,  Packer,  E.  L.  Brown.  Sol.  Gen. 

Nays:  S.  McDonnell,  Kaulback,  Bill,  Chur- 
chill, Fin.  Sec  , Tobin,  More,  Hamilton,  Slocumb, 
Jost,  Miller,  Tapper,  Bourinot,  Blanchard,  Bal- 
com,  Smyth,  Ross,  Colin  Campbell,  Robiche&u, 
Caldwell,  King,  Cowie,  S.  Campbell,  Shannon, 
C.  J.  Campbell,  Attorney  General. 

The  bill  then  passed. 

Hon.  Pro.  Seo  laid  on  the*  table  returns  of 
answers  from  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace  in  the  se- 
veral counties  as  to  whether  steps  have  been 
taken  for  putting  the  franchise  law  into  operation. 
Some  counties  have  taken  steps  for  that  purpose, 
and  others  have  not. 
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RIGHT  OF  SEARCH. 

Mr.  Blanchard  presented  a petition  from  Mr. 
Charles  J.  Campbell  in  reference  to  a right  of 
search,  and  moved  for  a Select  Committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Mr 
Blanchard  stated  that  petitioner  complains  that 
he  applied  for  a license  to  search  for  coal  in  the 
county  of  Cape  Breton,  and  paid  in  his  money, 
and  subsequent  to  his  application  another  party 
made  another,  and  paid  in  the  money;  but  owing 
to  some  omission  or  mistake  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  Land  Department,  Mr.  Campbell  was 
deprived  of  his  right  to  the  license. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sect,  said  that  this  had  been  one 
of  the  subjects  adjudicated  upon  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Blanchard.— I have  seen  the  reeords  of 
the  Crown  Lands,  and  it  appears  that  Mr. 
Campbell  made  his  application  on  the  14th  of 
F-ept.  for  a right  to  search  for  minerals  at  Glace 
Bay.  I find  that  the  money  was  offered  to  be 
paid,  but  the  p^ans  connected  with  that  portion 
of  the  country  being  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Hendry  then  absent,  the  ground  could  not  be 
specifically  located  It  was  determined,  however, 
that  the  money  should  be  considered  as  paid.— 
Subsequently  the  requisite  information  was  ob- 
tained by  Mr.  Campbell  from  Cape  Breton,  and 
sent  to  the  Crown  Land  Office.  In  the  meantime, 
application  was  sent  in  for  land  in  the  same 
neighborhood  by  some  gentlemen  from  the  States. 
However,  Mr  Campbell’s  money  was  paid  in  be- 
fore these  parties  did  the  same.  Subsequently  a 
report  was  made  by  Mr.  Fairbanks  to  the  Go- 
vernment, and  I find  '.hat  by  some  inadvertency 
a 2 was  put  instead  of  a 27  in  the  date,  and  it 
was  made  to  appear  that  the  application  had 
been  made  first  by  the  Americans.  There  was 
also  an  error  respecting  the  relative  time  of  the 
payment  of  the  money  Under  these  circum- 
stance the  Government  were  mislead  a3  to  the 
real  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  license  to  search 
was  not  given  to  Mr.  Campbell.  I understand 
no  labor  has  been  expended  on  tho  property  in 
dispute.  I think  notice  should  be  given  the  par- 
ties in  possession  that  when  their  license  has  ex* 
pired  this  matter  shall  be  taken  up  and  decided 
by  the  Government. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  he  dissented  altogether 
from  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  member  for 
Inverness,  that  the  remedy  would  lie  in  the  de 
etruction  of  the  title  The  Government  had  given 
a legal  tide  to  the  property — for  the  right  to 
search  was  tantamount  to  that — and  it  would  be 
most  unjust  to  take  it  away  when  the- parties 
who  held  it  had  fulfilled  ali  the  required  stipula- 
tions. He  contended  such  a course  would  be 
most,  detrimental  to  the  public  interests.  He 
thought  the  hon.  gentleman  should  show  what 
remedy  was  possible  under  the  circumetances  of 
the  case.  He  did  not  see  that  relief  could  be 
given,  or  of  wbat  avail  a Committee  would  be. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  the  subject,  it 
was  refei  red  to  a Special  Committee,  consisting 
of  Donkin,  Slocumb,  McKay,  Miller,  and  Stewart 
Campbell. 

The  House  adjourned. 


EVENING  session. 

The  House  resumed  at  £ to  8 o’clock. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl. — From  the  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  a number  of  Bills  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  incorporation  of  Coal  Mining  Compa- 
nies reported  several  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  of  the  Council  to  the  law  re« 
dating  to  officers  of  the  Customs  were  considered. 
The  law  as  sent  up,  prevents  collectors  of  Cus- 
toms from  engaging  in  trade  in  any  way.  The 
amendment  of  the  Council  was  that  the  clause 
should  not  apply  to  any  officers  whose  salaries 
did  not  exceed  $200. 

After  some  discussion  the  matter  dropped  for 
the  present.  The  general  impression  appeared 
to  be  in  favor  of  goffig  back  to  the  old  law. 

The  amendment  of  the  Council  to  the  Sheriff’s 
Bill  which  substitutes  the  old  law  for  that  pass- 
ed by  the  House  on  motion  of  the  Atty.  General 
was  not  agreed  to.  The  amendment  to  the  chap- 
ter of  the  preservation  of  useful  birds  and  animals 
was  not  agreed  to.  The  amendment  was  evident- 
ly a mistake  as  it  excepted  wild  cats,  bears,  and 
loup-cerviers  from  the  operation  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  to  the  chapter  on  absconding 
debtors  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  and  was 
cccuLied  for  fir>tne  time  with  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate Spring  Hill  Company. 

The  House  adjourned  at  9. 


Friday,  April  8. 

The  House  resumed  at  8 o’clock. 

RAILWAY  BILL. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  moved  the  third  reading 
of  a Bill  relating  to  railways  in  the  R.  S. 

In  reply  to  an  enquiry  frem  Mr.  Miller,  Mr. 
McDonald  stated  thrt  the  amendments  proposed 
in  this  Bill  did  not  confer  any  addditicnal  powers 
upon  the  government,  but  they  merely  authori- 
zed them  in  case  they  should  find  it  more  advan- 
tageous to  do  so,  to  enter  into  arrangements 
with  private  companies  to  construct  the  lines  now 
contemplated  by  law  instead  of  having  them 
built  as  government  works 

Mr.  Miller  pointed  out  the  vagueness  of  the 
act,  and  epuke  of  the  impropriety  of  allowing  the 
government  any  additional  power  to  pledge  the 
revenues  after  they  had  just,  past  an  act  involv_ 
ing  an  expenditure  of  over  £20,000  a year. 

Mr.  Killam  said  that  the  question  now  stood 
in  a different  position  from  when  the  Pictou  Rul- 
w&y  B ll  was  passed.  Then  the  Government 
announced  their  intention  of  withdrawing  the 
Intercolonial  Railway  Bill— but  since  then  a 
member  of  the  Government  in  the  upper  House 
had  stated  that  the  repealing  act  would  not  be 
introduced,  so  that  in  reality  there  were  now  two 
railway  acts  on  the  Statute  Book.  And  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  the  member  for  Pictou,  (Mr.  Jas. 
McDonald)  now  brought  in  another  resolution, 
giving  the  Government  power  to  incur  still  fur- 
ther liabilities,  and  without  any  reference  to  the 
people’s  representatives,  to  enter  into  contracts 
with  private  companies  to  build  railroads  to  the 
frontier  of  New  Brunswick,  or  anywhere  they 
pleased.  This,  in  his  opinion,  was  going  entirely 
too  far,  and  was  giving  a dangerous  power  to 
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the  Government,  but  he  supposed  it  was  no  use 
to  labor  the  question — all  he  could  do  was  sim- 
ply to  protest  against  the  measure,  so  that  the 
country  could  sea  that  he  had  performed  his 
daty.  In  his  opinion  no  action  should  be  taken, 
until  the  time  allowed  in  the  Act  for  the  other 
Colonies  to  come  in  had  elapsed. 

Hou.  Attorney  General  said  that  he  was  as- 
tonished at  the  course  pursued  by  the  member 
for  Yarmouth:  Persistency  and  perseverance 

were  certainly  virtues,  but  there  was  a point  af- 
ter which  they  ceased  to  become  such,  and  he 
thought  the  member  for  Yarmouth  had  passed 
that  point  in  his  opposition  to  the  railway  policy 
of  the  Government.  The  hon.  gentleman  then 
referred  to  the  analogy  sought  to  be  drawn  by 
the  member  for  Yarmouth  between  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Government  in  refusing  to  repeal 
the  Da,lhou3ie  College  Act  and  their  action  on 
the  Intercolonial  Railway  question — the  differ* 
ence  being  that  in  the  one  case  the  law  had  been 
acted  upon,  and  in  the  other  the  bargain  had 
never  been  consummated.  He  denied  most  posi- 
tively that  the  question  stood  in  a different  posi- 
tion from  when  the  Pictou  railway  passed,  and 
contradicted  the  assertion  most  emphatically 
that  the  Government  ha^  withdrawn  the  bill  to 
repeal  the  Intercolonial  Railway  Act. 

Mr  Killam  said  that  he  differed  from  the  view 
taken  of  the  assumed  clause  of  this  bill  by  the 
introducer  (Mr.  Jas.  McDonald).  That  hon. 
gentleman  said  that  no  action  could  be  taken 
under  itjia  reference  to  the  Trunk  line,  without 
the  approval  of  the  Legislature.  In  his  (Mr. 
K ’s)  opinion  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
Government  from  going  on  with  that  line  on 
their  own  responsibility. 

Mr.  Locke  expressed  himself  as  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  he  was  opposed  to  giving  the  Gov- 
ernment the  large  powers  contemplated  by  the 
Act. 

Mr.  Chas  Campbell  would  like  the  Govern- 
ment to  explain  thoroughly  what  powers  the 
Rill  gave  them.  He  had  had  great  difficulty 
in  making  up  his  mind  to  vote  for  the  Pictou 
Railway  Bill,  and  he  only  did  so  to  save  his 
friends  from  embarrassment.  Ha  felt  that  Cape 
Bretou  had  all  along  been  obliged  to  pay  a 
large  sum  for  railway  interest,  for  public 
works  from  which  she  received  no  benefit,  and 
he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  back  the  Govern  - 
ment up  in  incurring  any  further  liabilities — 
such  as  those  contemplated  by  the  resolution 
before  the  House. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  the  Government 
had  no  wish  to  embarrass  the  member  for  Vic- 
toria, or  anybody  else.  The  hon.  gentleman 
explained  that  the  object  of  the  proposed  bill 
was  to  give  the  Government  the  power  to 
build  the  roads  on  more  advantageous  terms, 
if  they  could  make  a bargain  with  private 
companies.  The  Government  had  no  wish  to 
escape  any  responsibility.  They  were  amena- 
ble to  the  House  for  their  acts,  and  it  would 
not  be  to  their  own  interests  to  make  any  bar- 
gain with  any  company  on  disadvantageous 
terms  for  the  Province,  for  if  they  did.  they 
would  speedily  have  to  answer  to  the  people  for 
it. 


The  hon.  gentleman  went  on  to  point  out  the 
inconsistency  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  mem- 
ber for  Yarmouth.  One  day  he  denounced  the 
Intercolonial  Railroad,  and  another  day  he  advo- 
cated it  ; and  so  with  the  Pictou  road  that  he 
was  now  opposing  so  persistently.  He  had  heard 
that  hon.  gentleman  on  the  floors  of  the  House 
announce  his  attention  of  going  home  to  reconcile 
his  constituents  to  that  measure. 

Mr.  Killam  here  explained  that  he  had  mere- 
ly announced  his  preference  to  the  Pictou  road 
over  the  European  and  North  American. 

Dr.  Topper  denied  that  he  had  so  qualified  it, 
and  continued  to  denounce  Mr.  Killasi’s  policy 
on  railway  matters. 

To-day  he  was  found  violently  opposing  the 
principle  of  building  railways  by  companies 
which  he  had  all  his  lifetime  advocated  in  prefer- 
ence to  their  construction  as  government  works. 
And  so  in  every  respect  that  hon  gentleman's 
course  had  been  marked  by  inconsistency  and 
the  abandonment  of  every  principle  he  had  once 
advocated. 

The  hon.  Prov.  Secy.,  in  conclusion,  pointed 
out  that  the  member  for  Yarmouth  in  his  new 
born  zeal  for  the  Intercolonial  project  was  want- 
ing to  incur  greater  liabilities  than  the  govern- 
ment intended  under  the  measures  they  had  sub- 
mitted, and  that  if  he  had  his  own  way  be  would 
build  not  only  our  own  roads,  but  into  the  heart 
of  New  Brunswick  as  well. 

Mr.  Killam  complained  of  being  mis-repra- 
sented  by  the  Pro.  Sec’y.  What  he  had  said 
before  was  that  the  government  had  induced 
some  of  their  supporters  to  vote  for  the  Pictou 
railroad  bill  on  a pledge  that  they  would  intro- 
duce an  act  to  repeal  the  Intercolonial  Railway 
and  that  having  passed  that  measure  in  this 
House  one  of  their  supporters  withdrew  it  from 
the  upper  branch. 

Hon.  Atty  Genl — No,  I deny  it. 

Mr.  Killam  — The  published  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  House  proved  that  the  state- 
ment is  correct,  and  he  did  not  think  that  that 
was  the  proper  course  for  the  Government  to 
pursue. 

Hon.  Prov  Secy,  would  like  to  know  why  the 
hon.  member  did  not  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Intercolonial  Act. 

Mr.  Killam  thought  he  did,  but  was  not  cer- 
tain, as  he  took  but  little  interest  in  it,  and  let 
the  Govt,  have  their  own  way.  As  regards  the 
charges  of  inconsistency  there  were  others  open 
to  it  as  well  himself,  and  he  could  name  some 
who  bad  made  pledges  they  had  not  carried  out; 
he  repeated  that  he  did  not  feel  inclined  to  give 
the  Govt,  the  power  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion, as  he  had  no  confidence  in  them.  It  was 
emphatically  a lawyer  Government,  composed  of 
five  lawyers,  who  might  be  well  enough  in  the 
profession,  but  they  were  not  the  practical  men 
who  in  his  opinion  were  fit  to  carry  on  a Govt. — 
The  hon.  gentleman  went  on  to  point  out  that 
nearly  every  office  of  emolument  was  filled  by  a 
lawyer,  and  stated  that  be  came  to  Halifax  last 
summer  to  assist  in  forming  a Government,  and 
when  he  came  he  found  it  already  formed,  and 
he  with  others  turned  away  disgusted. 
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W Hon.  Prov.  Sect,  statedlthat  by  referring  to 
the  Journals  he  found  he  was  corect  in  stating 
that  the  hon.  member  for  Yarmouth  had  left  the 
benches  when  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  repeal 
of  the  Intercolonial  Act. 

He  did  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by  replying  to  that  hon.  gentleman’s  on» 
slaught  on  the  government,  but  he  would  say,  it 
was  strange  that  he  did  not  discover  their  incom- 
petency before,  and  that  he  should  only  find  it 
out  now  after  having  sat  with  them  for  four 
years  and  after  having  been  sent  back  by  his 
constituency  to  support  them. 

Tho  hon,  gentleman  concluded  by  accusing 
Mr.  Killam  of  having  announced  his  intention  of 
supporting  the  resolution  when  it  was  first  sub- 
mitted to  the  House. 

Mr.  Killam  said  he  might  have  done  so,  but 
upon  reflection  he  had  become  convince  l of  the 
Impropriety  of  doing  so. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  congratulated  the  member 
for  Yarmouth  upon  the  change  in  his  opinion  as 
regards  the  remunerative  character  of  Rail- 
roads. He  was  now  so  convinced  of  their  paying 
qualities  as  to  be  unwilling  to  let  companies  have 
anything  to  do  with  them. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  it  bad  be  better  under- 
stood a3  to  whether  the  Government  authorized 
the  withdrawal  of  the  act  repealing  the  Inter* 
colonial  Bill  from  the  upper  house. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  no  person  had  any 
authority  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  it  was  reported  to  have 
been  done  by  a member  of  the  Government,  and 
unless  it  was  correct  that  the  whole  government 
was  represented  by  the  Pro.Sec’y  and  Atty.Gea., 
he  supposed  that  that  gentleman  had  as  much 
right  to  do  it  as  they  had. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  an  explanation 
was  necessary  as  a misunderstanding  had  ari- 
sen in  reference  to  the  matter. 

The  Government  had  always  considered  the 
question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Intercolonial  act, 
as  a matter  of  no  importance  inasmuch  as  it 
was  inoperative  and  so  much  waste  paper,  and 
therefore  they  had  agreed  the  more  readily  to 
its  repeal. 

When  the  question  came  up  in  the  Upper 
Branch,  it  was  well  known  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  anxious  to  obtain  the  passage  of 
the  Pietou  Railway  Bill,  and  therefore  when 
theRec.  General  moved  that  Bill,  and  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  stated  that  they  ought  to 
dispose  of  the  repealing  bill  first,  and  if  the 
Government  withdrew  that  he  would  withdraw 
any  opposition  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Pic- 
tou  bill,  the  Receiver  General,  under  a mis- 
apprehension of  the  nature  of  an  interview 
which  had  taken  place  with  him  (the  Prov.  Sec  ) 
and  being  aware  how  little  importance  the  Gov- 
ernment attached  to  that  measure,  stated  that 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  withdraw  it. 
This  was  done  under  an  implied  pledge  that  no 
opposition  would  be  offered  to  the  Pietou  Railway 
Bill,  so  that  when  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
reserved  to  himself  the  right  of  moving  amend- 
ments in  Committee,  which  might  go  to  destroy 
the  bill,  of  course  the  Receiver  General  considered 
himself  absolved  from  the  pledge  that  was  slated 
to  have  been  given. 


After  a few  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Killam 
as  to  the  difference  of  opinion  that  existed  among 
the  supporters  of  the  measure  ?a&  to  the  powers 
given  by  the  Resolution  to  the  Government,  Mr. 
Miller  stated  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  oppose 
the  resolution  upen  the  grounds  that  it  conferred 
unlimited  power  upon  the  Government,  and  would 
enable  them  to  incur  liabilities  of  greater  extent 
than  the  present  finances  of  the  country  would 
allow.  After  some  further  discussion  the  debate 
was  adjourned  without  any  decision  having  been 
come  to. 

Then  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  11. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr.  Pryor,  chairman  of  city  bills,  reported  up 
a bill  to  provide  for  improved  sewerage  in  the 
city  of  Halifax. 

This  is  the  last  city  bill  before  the  house. 

The  house  then  adjourned,  and  resumed  at  3. 

An  act  to  build  a bridge  and  open  a road  in 
the  county  of  Guysboro’  was  introduced  and  read 
a second  time. 

Hon.  Mr.  MoFarlane  introduced  a bill  in  re- 
ference to  agriculture,  to  take  the  place  of  the  act 
now  in  the  statutes.  It  establishes  a Central 
Board  of  Agriculture,  consisting  of  11  persons,  of 
whom  five  shall  reside  in  Halifax  or  its  vicinity, 
and  the  remainder  in  the  rural  districts.  The  Su- 
perintendent of  Education,  and  the  Principal  of 
the  Normal  School,  shall,  ex  officio,  be  members 
of  such  Board.  Four  of  the  members  of  this  Board 
shall  annually  retire,  and  others  be  elected  in  their 
place,  who  shall,  be  nominated  by  the  greatest 
number  of  societies.  Agricultural  societies  may 
be  organized  in  each  of  the  counties  wherever  40 
members  or  more  shall  become  members  thereof. 
The  county  society,  where  but  one  exists  in  a coun- 
ty, and  the  several  societies,  where  more  than  one 
is  established  therein,  shall  be  requested  to  hold 
an  annual  show  for  the  exhibition  of  agricultu- 
ral and  horticultural  produce,  &c.  The  Central 
Board  is,  among  other  things,  authorized  to 
publish  a quarterly  or  semi-annual  journal  for 
the  diffusion  of  agricultural  and  horticultural 
information, — to  take  measures  to  obtain  from 
other  countries,  animals  of  new  or  improved 
breeds,  new  varieties  of  grains,  &s, — to  hold 
every  third  year,  or  oftener,  if  deemed  advisable, 
in  some  central  and  suitable  locality,  a general 
Provincial  Exhibition. 

Several  bills  were  read  a third  time. 

Hon.  Mr.  LeVescqnte  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee on  fisheries.  It  considers  the  exaction  of 
duties  on  the  Labrador  coast  as  unjust,  and  ad- 
vises our  government  to  look  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition,  and 
introduced  a bill,  in  reference  to  a cemetery  in 
the  tov7n  of  D igby.  ' 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  made  some  enquiries  re- 
specting the  interchange  of  products  with  New- 
foundland. He  said  he  understood  that  that  pro- 
vince put  a tax  of  Is.  a ton  upon  our  coal. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  it  was  very  desira- 
ble that  any  privileges  that  we  might  grant  New- 
foundland should  be  reciprocated  by  that  province 


2UILWAY  EXTENSION. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  brought  in  & resolution  em- 
bodying the  substance  of  the  clause  proposed  as 
&n  addition  to  the  railway  bill,  on  which  consid- 
erable discussion  took  place  on  Friday.  He  said  , 
ha  thought  this  was  the  best  course  to  deal  with 
the  matter  &s  it  would  leave  the  old  railway  bill 
to  stand  on  its  own  merits  The  object  of  this 
resolution  was  to  put  it  hi  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  extend  our  railways  by  means  of  pri- 
vate capital,  when  it  can  be  done  on  terms  ad- 
vantageous to,  the  Province.  He  alluded  to  the 
desirability  of  having  railway  communication 
with  the  States  and  with  the  Provinces.— 
He  also  said  that  the  government  had  some 
reason  to  believe  in  connection  with  what  was 
going  on  in  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  the 
States  that  some  proposals  might  be  made  by 
which  our  railways  could  be  extended  to  the  bor- 
ders. Under  these  circumstances  the  government 
felt  that  it  was  necessary  they  should  have  the 
power  given  them  by  the  resolution  which  he  read 
as  follows 

“ Resolved  that  the  Executive  Government  be 
authorized  to  secure  the  construction  of  the  rail- 
way from  Truro,  or  from  the  point  .of  junction 
■with  theftlain  line  to  the  border  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, through  the  agency  of  any  responsible 
company,  provided  no  greater  liability  is  incurred 
than  four  per  cent  per  annum,  upon  a capital  of 
ten  thousand  pounds  currency  per . mile,  for  a 
period  not  to  exceed  twenty  yearn?,  and  provided 
connection  is  thereby  secured  with  the  railway 
from  St.  John  to  Shcdiac,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment be  authorized  to  procure  the  construction  cf 
the  line,  west  of  Windsor,  in. the  same  manner  to 
the  extent  of  four  per  cent,  on  a capital  of  six 
thousand  pounds  per  mile.” 

Mr.  Miller  argued  that  the  resolution  gave  too 
dangerous  a power  to  the  Government,  and  moved 
the  following  amendment ; — 

**  Whereas  the  revenues  of  this  Province  is  now 
burthened  with  a liability  of  about  £60,000  an- 
nually, for  interest  on  the  money  invested  in  our 
exiting  lines  of  railway.  And  whereas  the  Act 
of  this  session,  providing  for  the  construction  cf 
the  line  to  Pietou,  will  entail  a further  charge  of 
at  least£25,000  annually — Therefore  resolved  that 
it  is  unwise,  at  the  present  time,  to  pledge  the 
public  credit  to  the  extent  required  by  the  resolu- 
tion before  the  Houqe.” 

Mr,  Locke  also  Epoke  against  the  power  which 
would  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Government 
by  the  resolution  in  question, 

Mr.  Killam  expressed  his  disapproval  of  the 
attempts  of  the  Government  to  commit  the  House 
to  a ruinous  railway  policy.  He  then  went  on  to 
say  he  had  no  confidence  in  the  Government,  and 
that  the  manner  in  which  they  cad  been  formed 
last  summer  was  an  insult  to  the  people.  The 
Government  was  formed  by  two  or  three  gentle- 
men. and  the  people’s  representatives,  who  had 
been  summoned  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the 
personnel  were  hardly  consulted  on  the  subject. 
They  were  not  even  allowed  time  to  go  apart  from 
their  leaders  and  consider  a matter  which  was  of 
such  vital  importance.  The  Government  said  the 
mail  closed  for  England  on  the  day  the  party  met 


together  in  caucus,  and  the  names  of  the  m.m 
composing  it  must  b\  sent  to  the  Colonial  Secr»= 
tary  without,  delay.  By  the  course  they  pursued 
they  insulted  not  only  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  but  the  elector®  themselves  who  had  chosen 
them  to  come  here  and  form  an  Administration. 
Nearly  every  man,  on  the  occasion  in  question, 
went  away  thoroughly  disgusted  with  a course 
of  procedure,  so  foreign  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  so  insulting  to  the  party  whom  the 
people  had  si  the  election  returned  to  control  pub- 
lic affairs.  Under  these  circumstances  he  could 
not  bus  feel  surprised  that  gentlemen  should  con* 
dime  to  support  a Government  that  had  treated 
them  so  contemptuously.  Ho  asked  the  House  to 
consider  the  shameless  manner  in  which  they  had 
bartered  every  public  principle  to  which  they  had 
pledged  themselves  to  the  people.  What  had  be- 
come of  the  declarations  of  public  policy  to  which 
they  had  bound  themselves  ? Not  a single  ste$. 
had  been  taken  in.  the  direction  of  retrenchment;, 
or, any  other  measure  to  which  they  were  solemn- 
ly  pledged.  If  he  was  to  believe  what  w&s  cur- 
rently reported,  a new  officer  was  to  be  appointed 
at  a large  expense  to  the  people  of  the  Province, 
It  was  believed  that  the  Attorney  General  was 
now  considerably  swayed,  and  influenced  by  ih© 
fact  that  he  expected  to  receive  the  office  in  ques- 
tion. He  wished  to  know  what,  was  to  be  done 
with  the  Government  if  its  leader  should  be  shel- 
ved. Was  the  Solicitor  General  who  was  so  sub- 
ject to  bilious  attacks  to  control  our  public,  affairs. 
He  never  saw  a Government  so  little  deserving  of 
public1' confidence.  The  hon.  Solicitor  General 
was  away  half  the  time  and  unable  to  attend  t® 
the  public  business.  The  hon.  member  for  Hali- 
fax (Mr.  Shannon)  was  also  incapacitated  from 
illness  from  attending  to  the  public  business. — 
That  gentleman,  it  was  well  known,  was  entirely 
controlled  by  the  Provincial  Secretary.  Some  of 
the  Government  were  quite  incompetent  to  man- 
age public  affairs— some  of  them  hardly  knew 
how  many  shillings  were  in  ten  dollars.  lie  was, 
curioue  to  know  how  the  Government  had  man- 
aged to  bring  up  their  supporters  to  support  th© 
proposition  now  before  the  Meuse.  Had  the  “ big 
brother’ 5 the  Solicitor  General  again  been  about 
with  his  little  memorandum  book,  &s  had  been  the 
case  when  the  Pietou  scheme  was  under  considera- 
tion? 

Hon.  Pro.  Seoretaey— The  position  which  the 
hon.  .member  for  Yarmouth  has  occupied  in  this 
House  renders  it  necessary  that  I should  make  si 
few  observations  in  reply  to  the  very  extraordi- 
nary speech  with  which  he  has  honored  this  House, 

I have  sat  here  a good  many  years  and  I rejoice 
to  say,  notwithstanding  all  the  asperity  of  party 
that  has  prevailed,  I have  been  a stranger  t© 
such  an  exhibition  as  has  been  presented  by  the 
hon.  member.  I have  heard  & good  many  gen- 
tlemen,— and  I have  been  perhaps  myself  guilty 
of  the  game  fault, — make  observations,  under  the 
influence  of  excitement, that  theyafterw&rdg  regret- 
ted ; but  I have  never  seen,  until  to-day,  a gen® 
tieman  of  standing  and  experience  in  this  House 
rising  up,  and  in  the  presence  of  this  Legislature, 
openly  and  defiantly  revealing  the  secrets  and 
betrayiBg  the  confidence  with  whieh  he  had  been 
entrusted  by  his  party.  (Hear,  hear.)  I hope 
whilst  I have  a ceat  in  this  House  I shall  never 
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again  witness  so  humiliating  a spectacle,  so  pain- 
ful an  exhibition.  The  horn  gentleman  talks 
about  “biliious  attacks.”  He  forgets  in  the  ex« 
-eitement  of  his  animosity  against  the  Government 
the  real  cause  that  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  gross 
•attack.  The  great  fault  against  the  Government 
in  his  estimation,  is  that  he  is  unable  to  destroy 
it.  That  is  the  head  and  front  of  bur  offending. 
Whilst  he  believed  that  he  could  stand  behind  the 
throne  and  wield  a power  greater  than  the  throne 
he  was  content  to  be  one  of  the  most  steady  and 
unflinching  supporters  of  the  men  whom  he  has 
siow  thought  At  to  assail  and  insult.  By  his  own 
anouth  and  with  his  own  tongue  he  has  told  his 
own  shame  to  the  people  of  this  country.  He  has 
*tood  up  to-day  and  told  the  people  of  Nova 
Scotia  that  the  member  for  Yarmouth  is  a man 
who  has  the  most  contemptible  opinion  that  is  pos- 
sible for  any  man  to  entertain  of  the  men  cf  whom 
he  has  been  the  most  unflinching  supporter — with 
whom  he  co-operated  for(years — whom  he  has  done 
Ms  utmost  to  uphold  and  constitute  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country.  He  has  stood  here  for  ten 
years  using  every  energy  in  his  power  to  place  the 
Government  in  the  hands  of  these  public  men.— 
I shall  not  stoop  to  follow  him  into  the  revela- 
tonsof  those  things  which  men  of  honour  and  char- 
acter everywhere  hold  to  be  sacred,  but  I will  tell 
him  this,  because  it  is  violating  no  confidence, 
that  if  the  hon.  member  is  net  satisfied  with  the 
construction  of  the  Government  no  one  is  more  to 
blame  than  himself.  The  statement  he  has  made 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Government  w&a 
formed  is  not  true.  1 tell  him  so  man  knows  bet- 
ter than  himself  what  are  the  real  facts.  Instead 
of  obeying  the  summons  given  him  by  the  gentle- 
men entrusted  with  the  formation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, so  inflated  was  he  with  the  idea  of  his  own 
importance,  that  the  whole  world  ought  to  revolve 
around  him — that  he  came  a day  after  the  time 
for  which  he  was  summoned  for  the  purpose  of 
consulting  with  the  representatives  of  the  people 
in  reference  to  the  formation  of  the  Government. 
Therefore,  if  the  party  had  not  the  benefit  of  bis 
counsel,  no  one  is  blame  except  himself.  Had 
he  informed  us  that  he  would  be  here  at  a subse- 
quent time  to  that  appointed,  it  is  probable  the 
gentlemen  who  had  sent  him  the  summons  would 
have  waited  and  deferred  to  his  views.  But,  as 
it  was,  did  they  show  any  want  of  consideration 
for  the  West,  or  for  the  hen.  gentleman  ? No, 
sir,  a seat  was  reserved  in  the  Executive  Council 
for  the  hon.  gentleman.  What  will  the  House 
think  of  a man  who  was  thus  honored  by  his  par- 
ty, and  yet  stands  up  and  holds  the  language  he 
does  to-day.  “ Nos”  he  said,  “ I will  not  go  into 
the  Government,  but  I'  will  remain  outside,  and 
control  it.”  Having  declined  to  take  a seat  in 
the  Executive,  the  hon.  member  knows  that  it  was 
offered  to  one  of  his  friends  in  the  Upper  Branch 
who  resides  in  the  extreme  West  of  the  Province, 
Under  these  circumstances  he  comes  up  to 
Halifax  and  instead  of  telling  the  government 
that  he  had  withdrawn  his  confidence  from  them 
&e  met  them  daily  in  consultation ; and  he  is 
willing  to  remain  their  supporter  until  he  at* 
tempts  to  take  a position  which  no  man  for  the 
interests  of  the  country  should  occupy — that  is, 
while  avoiding  all  responsibility,  of  standing 


behind  the  government  and  wielding  a power 
greater  than  the  government.  It  was  not  until 
the  hon.  p entleman  f und  that  the  government 
would  not  occupy  the  humiliating  position  that 
he  would  thus  have  it  occupy,  that  he  took  it 
upon  himself  to  pursue  the  course  he  has  of  late. 
Instead  of  coming  here  and  meeting  us  in  manly 
conflict  on  the  floors  of  the  House,  you  found 
him  day — and  I am  not  betraying  any  confidence 
as  * he  has,  but  stating  tacts  well  known— 
creeping  a:  out  the  lobbies  of  this  Legislature 
and  offering  every  bribe  he  could  imagine 
to  one  and  another  in  order  that  they  might  be 
induced  to  become  the  impotent  tools  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Yarmouth.  (Hear,  hear.) 
When  tli  • t me  for  the  struggle  came — when  he 
saw  that  the  course  he  pursued  only  brought 
do  wo  upon  him  the  contempt  of  the  parties  he 
wished  to  corrupt,  what  didj  he  do  ? Why, 
be  bee  me  as  we  now  see  him,  ready  to  com- 
bine with  any  body — with  the  very  parties  whom 
he  spent  a life  in  denoune  ng — and  to  slander 
and  revile  the  very  men  whom  he  has  declared 
again  and  again  were  worthy  of  the  confidence 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  My  hon.  friend 
the  leader  of  the  Government  is  now  the  object 
of  his  contempt  and  his  objurgation.  He,  we 
are  told,  is  ready  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of'  j 
the  country  to  his  own  selfish  aggrandise- 
ment. I did  not  think  there  was  a man 
in  this  House  who  would  use  his  tongue  to  utter 
language  like  that.  The  non  member  for  Yar- 
mouth has  been  himself  a living  witness  that 
there  is  not  a man  in  this  country  who  has  pass- 
ed by  the  highest  objects  of  his  ambition — who 
has  turned  his  back  on  that  which  he  would  , 
wish  to  grasp,  more  readily  than  the  A tty.  Gen. 
And  for  what  ? That  on  this  arena  he  might  be 
in  a position  to  defend  the  interests  of  his  coun- 
try, its  rights  and  privileges.  Yet  the  hon. 
member  was  so  much  under  the  influence  of 
these  billions  attacks  as  to  forget  what  was  due 
to  his  own  self-respect,  and  address  a sneer 
against  a man  whose  reputation  is  built  upon 
the  services  of  a lifetime — upon  the  exhibition 
of  principles  that  have  adorned  this  Legislature  ? 

I care  not  for  the  remarks  which  he  has  made 
in  reference  to  myself ; for  I have  not  the' claims 
upon  the  country  that  are  possessed  by  my  hon, 
friend  the  leader  of  the  Government.  But  the  ! 
hon.  member  has  sat  here  for  twenty  years,  and  i 
I »sk  him  to  show  you  a man  who  has  devoted  ! 
his  time  and  talents,  such  as  they  are,  more  con- 
stantly to  the  public  service  than  I have  done 
since  I had  the  honor  of  a seat  in  this  House, 

I ask  him  to  name  the  man  who  has  been  more  j 
constantly  here  at  his  post  than  I have  been  for 
the  past  eight  years — that  has  attended  more  j 
regularly  to  the  office  which  I have  the  honor  j 
to  hold,  than  I have.  The  hon.  member  may 
look  through  his  spectacles  until  he  is  tired,  but 
I challenge  him  not  to  deal  in  mere  insinua-  j 
lions — in  mere  vague,  general  assertions,  but  io 
put  his  hand  on  a single  act  of  mine  that  exhib- 
it® inconsistency  or  insincerity. 

The  hon.  gentleman  has  ventured  to  refer  to 
retrenchment,  yet  he  was  the  first  man  in  this 
House  to  oppose  and  put  down  retrenchment,  j 
He  knows  that  consistently  with  the  views 
which  he  has  himself  advocated,  we  applied  that 
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principle  to  the  collector  at  Yarmouth.  We 
proposed  to  reduce  a salary  that  he  knows  could 
be  better  touched  without  injuring  the  public 
interests  than  any  other  in  the  country.;  but  he 
and  his  friends  combined  with  the  opposition 
and  defeated  our  action.  The  less  the  Hon. 
member  says  upon  that  subject  the  better.  You 
may  spend  the  whole  money  of  the  country  in 
Yarmouth  and  the  member  for  Yarmouth  is 
content ; but  the  moment  any  retrenchment  is 
attempted  in  that  quarter,  he  is  up  in  arms.  I 
sannot  but  express  my  surprise  that  he  should 
attack  my  hon.  friend  from  Halifax.  He 
has  been  confined  to  Ms  house  for  some 
time  by  severe  illness,  and  yet  the  honorable 
member  for  Yarmouth,  forgetting  the  com- 
mon decencies  of  life,  points  the  finger  of  scorn 
at  my  hon.  friend.  What  does  he  (Mr.  Shan- 
non) draw  from  the  public  purse  for  the  time  he 
devotes  to  the  public  service  ? Not  a single 
shilling.  Without  any  remuneration  whatever, 
he  devotes  week  after  week  to  the  onerous  du- 
ties of  his  position,  discharging  ably  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  without  fee  or  reward.— 
Who  does  not  know  that  among  the  men  who 
are  invariably  here  prepared  to  take  their  share 
of  the  public  business,  the  hon.  member  for 
Halifax  is  the  foremost?  Yet  the  hon.  member 
for  Yarmouth  makes  him  the  object  of  his  ob- 
jurgation because  Providence  has  laid  his  hand 
upon  him.  Sir,  I have  to  day  witnessed  a spec- 
tacle that  I trust  never  to  see  again — a gentle- 
man so  blinded  by  his  own  impotency  to  defeat 
that  which  an  overwhelming  vote  of  the  Legis- 
lature has  demanded,  as  to  forget  everything 
that  is  due  not  only  to  his  old  friends  and  com- 
patriots who  have  fought  valiantly  by  his  side 
for  many  long  years,  but  what  is  due  to  this 
House  and  the  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Killam. — I said  a few  days  ago  that  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  compete  with  the  hon. 
Provincial  Secretary  in  talking.  • All  I can  at- 
tempt to  do  is  to  express  my  meaning  as  plainly 
and  succinctly  as  my  -abilities  enable  me  to  do. 
j On  the  present  occasion,  I have  simply  made  a 
statement  of  facts.  We  have  been  dealing  with 
a subject  of  the  very  gravest  importance  that 
can  be  presented  to  the  people  of  this  country. 
The  hon.  member  for  Cumberland  should  knoV 
that  my  action  in  respect  to  the  resolution  be- 
fore the  House  is  only  induced  by  a sincere  con- 
viction of  the  principles  that  should  guide  me  as 
a public  man.  I am  here  to  watch  over  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  who  have  sent  me  to  * this 
Legislature.  He  says  I was  offered  a seat  in 
the  Executive  Counc  l.  I do  not  deny  it,  but  let 
; me  tell  him  that  1 was  asked  to  sit  with  gentle- 
men with  whom  he  and  his  friends  knew  I 
l\  could  not  work.  Deeds,  sir,  speak  stronger  than 
1 1 words  ; and  I am  quite  ready  to  let  the  people 
"t  of  Nova  Scotia  judge  between  the  Provincial 
t ' Secretary  and  myself.  My  whole  public  career 
f is  before  them,  and  I have  little  doubt  that  I 
shall  receive  justice  in  the  long  run.  What 

ithe  Provincial  Secretary  has  said  of  me  to  day, 
he  has  said  of  others  before,  and  they  have  ma- 
naged to  survive  it  all.  What  I am  doing  now 
is  only  in  accordance  with  the  principles  that  I 
have  always  professed.  If  I have  supported  the 
party  now  in  power  it  was  because  I thought 
they  were  upholding  those  principles  most  ne- 


cessary for  the  public  interests,  but  is^it  to  be 
expected  that  when  they  attempt  to  abandon 
those  principles  that  I shall  support  them.  My 
remarks  in  reference  to  the  Government  went 
only  to  show  that  they  did  not  fairly  represent 
the  different  sections  of  the  country.  I believe 
the  Provincial  Secretary  at  the  time  this  Gov- 
ernment was  formed,  did  not  want  me;  he 
onlp  wanted  a government  that  he  could  ma- 
nage as  he  thought  proper.  It  requires  no  dis- 
criminating eye  to  see  what  is  really  the  position 
of  the  whole  matter. 

Hon.  Solicitor  General. — After  what  fell 
from  the  hon.  Prov.  Sec'y.  touching  the  hon,® 
member  for  Yarmouth,  it  would  not  become  me 
to  attempt  anything  like  severity.  The  hon. 
gentleman,  let  me  say,  has  made  such  an  exhi- 
bition of  himself  before  the  House  and  country* 
that  I do  not  know  but  I would  rather  weaken, 
the  effect  by  saying  anything.  It  might  be 
quite  sufficient  to  let  the  people  j udge  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  by  his  own  language — language 
which,  I must  confess,  with  all  my  experience 
of  parliamentary  life,  is  such  as,  I hope,  will  not 
be  often  uttered  in  this  House,  but  my  silence 
might  be  misunderstood.  I can  easily  under- 
stand the  cause  of  the  bile  of  the.  hon.  member 
for  Yarmouth.  Whilst  the  Pietou  railway  was 
under  consideration,  and  the  hon.  member  was 
attending  the  confidential  meetings  of  the  party,, 
I knew  that  he  was  going  away  from  these  meet- 
ings and  divulging  the  secret  communications 
of  the  party  who  trusted  him.  to  the  Opposition 
from  time  to  time.  I knew  that  he  was  hawk- 
ing  about  sums  < f money,  and  offers  of  seats. in 
the  Execu  ive  and  Government  offices,  for  the 
purpose  of  influencing  members.  I felt,  then,  it 
was  my  duty  to  tell  him  that  I knew  what  he 
was  about,  and  I did  so  in  the  presence  of  seve- 
ral gentleman.  The  hon.  gentleman  knows  that; 
this  “ big  brother”  of  whom  he  professes  to 
have  so  contemptuous  an  opinion,  was  the  great 
barrier  in  the  way  of  his  insidious  designs — that 
he  it  was  who  prevented  his  machinations  being 
successful.  But  he  tells  us  that  the  hon.  Soli- 
citor General  carried  about  his  memorandum 
book.  Does  he  forget  that  he  himself  carried 
about  a little  book  offering  every  bribe  he 
could  think  of?  Why,  do  we  not  know  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  opened  his  heart  to  as  ex- 
tent that  he  never  did  before,  and  with  unparal- 
led  generosity  gave  at  his  residence  a cham- 
pagne entertainment. 

Mr.  Tobin. — The  gentlemen  attended  the 
meeting,  drank  the  wine,  but  they  did  not  vote. 
(Laughter. ) - 

Hon  Solicitor  General. — Not  a gentleman 
ea;t  of  Halifax  was  asked,  except  one,  I believe* 
from  one  of  the  most  distant  counties.  How* 
then,  can  the  hon.  gentleman  talk  to  us  about 
memorandum  books.  Whatever  position  I took 
in  reference  to  the  Railway  was  induced  by  the 
belief  that  I was  promoting  the  best  interests 
of  the  country.  Whatever  I have  done,  1 
have  not  attended  the  private  meetings  of  any 
party,  and  then  violated  the  confidence  reposed 
in  me.  I tell  him  that  he  is  doing  the  gentlemen 
who  support  the  government  a foul  injustice 
when  he  says  that  they  went  away  disgusted 
from  this  city  last  summer.  He  cares  little  what 
he  now  says  about  them,  for  he  has  in  vain  at- 
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tempted  to  dr  anthem  awayfrom  their  allegiance; 
for  to  their  honour  be  it  said,  they  have  had  too 
much  independence  of  purpose  and  conviction  of 
what  is  right  to  listen  to  his  wheedling.  Their 
votes  and  their  conduct  generally  since  this 
House  met  give  the  most  ample  contradiction 
to  the  statements  made  by  <fce  bon  member  here 
to-day.  lie  may  have  acted  the  hypocrite — may 
have  falsely  led  the  government  to  suppose  up 
to  the  very  last  moment , while  insidiously  plotting 
against  them,  that  he  was  th  ir  friend  ; but  be 
dees  the  gentlemen  around  great  injustice  when 
he  insinuates  that  they  have  been  actuated  by 
the  same  unworthy  feelings  as  himself.  I ask 
you  who  is  this  gentleman  who  has  so  viliified 
the  government,  and  said  that  some  of  them 
could  not  tell  bow  many  pounds  shillings  and 
pence  were  in  ten  dollars.  He  is  a successful 
shipbuilder,  I confess ; but  is  he  anything  else  ? 
Take  the  hon.  gentleman's  speeches  in  this 
House  and  let  me  ask  what  are  they  1 Are 
they  English  1 No.  When  the  hon,  gentleman 
gets  up  and  attacks  the  government,  he  throws 
down  the  gauntlet,  and  he  must  not  complain 
if  it  is  taken  up.  I tell  him  that  when  he  comes 
here  with  his  broken  English  he  ought  to  be  more 
careful  of  what  he  says  on  this  arena.  He  talks 
about  gentlemen  being  absent  from  their  duties 
Let  me  tell  him 'that  there  are  some  gentlemen 
in  this  House  who  could  be  absent  two- thirds  of 
the  time  and  yet  do  more  good  in  the  other  third 
than  the  hon.  gentlemm  in  the  whole  session. 
I have  done  this  session  four  times  the  amount 
of  work  he  has  been  able  to  do  in  this  House, 
and  yet  he  assails  me  tor  a temporary  absence 
eause<I  by  sickness  of  two  or  three  days.  We 
heard  it  said  a tew  days  ago  that  the  hon,  gen- 
tleman was  going  aw  ay . Well,  I can  only  say 
to  him,  that  I think  we  could  get  on  very  well 
without  him,  and  I do  not  think  either  the 
House  or  country  would  have  much  ^ cause  tor- 
complaint  if  be  did  go. 

Considerable 'ciscussion  then  ensued  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Resolution  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Long-ley  said  that  he  was  very  much  in 
favor  of  the  Resolution  before  the  House,  and 
that  he  looked  upon  it  as  susceptible  of  befog 
advocated  even  by  the  most  inefficient  debater. 
He  considered  it  was  deserving  of  the  support  of 
every  gentleman  in  the  House ; for  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  we 
should  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  mere  sectional 
feelings  that  had  obtained  in  times  gone  by. — 
He  thought  th  it  it  could  be  most  amply  proved 
that  the  PictoiP  railway  was  deserving  of  sup- 
port on  the  ground  that  it  would  at  a very  early 
period  pay  large'  y over  the  expenses.  He  then 
went  into  various  calculations  to  show  the  ad- 
vantages of  railways  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  it  was  urged  by 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  on  Friday  last 
that  under  the  resolution  then  proposed,  the 
Government  were  powerless  to  buikLa  mile  of 
Railway  beyond  what  was  called  the  common 
Trunk  line.  It  was  urged  that  they  could  not 
build'a  single  mile  to  Victoria  Beach  or  to  Pic- 
tou,  or  to  the  border  under  the  clause.  He 
wished  now  to  know  what  had  come  over  the 
spi  it  of  their  dream  since  the  time  alluded  to. 
Now,  the  Provincial  Secretary  came  forward 
and  asked  the  House  to  give  the  Government 


power  to  extend  our  railways  to  the  borders  and 
to  the  Victoria  Beach.  Whatever  might  be  the 
effects  of  a railway  to  the  States,  as  depictured 
by  the  Provincial  Secretary,  he  (Mr.  Blanchard) 
deubted  very  much  whether  th ; Government 
were  prepared  to  build  a railway  of  a hundred 
miles  west.  It  was  stated  in  the  Governor’s 
Speech  that  our  railways  were  to  be  extended, 
and  the  Government  came  in  and  s&id  all  they 
could  do  was  to  go  to  Pictou.  The  bill  for 
that  extension  was  introduced  and  passed;  and 
now  at  this  late  period  of  the  session  they  came 
in  and  asked  the  House  to  give  them  powers 
to  extend  our  railways  as  they  might  deem 
most  expedient.  The  House  and  the  country 
would  now  learn  that  the  Government  had  aban- 
doned all  hope  of  an  Intercolonial  Railway  on 
any  terms.  The  Provincial  Secretary  had  said 
that  such  a road  would  be  a most  ruinous  speeu  - 
lation  as  regards  its  profits.  Now,  the  Euro- 
pean and  North  American  Railway  was  that  to 
which  they  had  turned  their  attention.  He 
(Mr.  B.)  would  call  upon  the  members  for  Cape 
Breton  to  know  whether  they  were  prepared  to 
pay  one-fifth  of  this  additional  £76,000  a y ear 
that  the  measure  proposed  would  involve.  lie, 
for  on  >,  was  not  prepared  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  any  Government  to  do  any  such  thing.  He 
regretted  that  the  discussion  had  not  been  car- 
ried on  free  from  acrimony  rand  personality. 
When  the  hon,  Prov.  Sec’y.  and  fcol.  General 
reflected  on  the  position  which  the  hon  member 
for  Yarmouth  occupied  for  many  years,  they 
might  have  spared  much  of  what  they  had  said. 
He  thought  allusions  to  the  “ English”  of  any 
gentleman  were  most  indecorous,  and  ought  to 
be  put  down,  if  the  dignity  of  the  House  was  to 
be  preserved  He  remembered  times  gone  by, 
when  he  had  heard  th  - Provincial  Secretary  and 
Salicitor  General  laud,  in  no  measured  terms, 
the  financeering  ability  of  the  member  for  Yar- 
mouth, and  yet  he  was  now  declared  to  be  in- 
capable of  speaking  English. 

Hon.  Pro  Sec.—' What  refined  distinction  is 
there  between  a gentleman  who  calls  in  question 
another’s  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  and  one  who 
disputes  another’s  grammatical  propriety? 

Mr.  Blanchabd  said  that  he  thought  the  hon. 
member  for  Yarmouth  only  spoke  in  a jocular 
way. 

Mr.  Killam  said  that  he  did  not  think  he  was 
wrong  in  handling  the  subject  as  he  had  done. 
Perhaps  he  had  gone  too  far,  but  his  desire  had 
simply  .been  to  U3e  such  language  as  would  best 
show  the  character  of  the  government  to  the 
country.  The  people  had  to  be  told  by  some 
one  or  other. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  family  quarrels  were 
always  troublesome  and  to  be  regretted.  He 
hardly  knew  how  to  deal  with  this  matter. 
There  had  been  an  exhibition  of  personalities 
that  were  really  offensive  to  him  at  at  all  events. 
He  supposed  the  lion,  member  for  Yarmouth 
was  really  talking  about  some  future  govern- 
ment, which  might  he  formed  when  the  horn 
member  for  Annapolis  should  leave  the  arena  of 
politics  He  was  sorry  that  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral who  was  really  very  good  natured  should 
have  uttered  the  very  hard  things  that  he  bad. 
He  (Mr.  T ) had  been  afraid  to  speak  of  rail- 
ways once,  for  it  would  be  said  that  he  as  one 
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of  the  representatives  of  Halifax  wag  pushing 
the  matter  beyond  its  true  limits,  in  order  to 
promote  the  interests  of  his  constituents ; but 
now  lie  heard  the  hon  member  for  Annapolis 
coming  forward  and  making  a railway  speech 
which  few  men  would  have  dared  to  make  a 
lew  years  ago.  He  (Mr.  T.)  was  satisfied  that 
let  the  roads  in  question  be  cons  ructed,  and  in 
a very  few  years  our  revenue  would  be  doubled. 
In  1851 — before  we  commenced  to  construct 
railways — the  revenue  was  only  £95,000,  where- 
as in  1863  it  was  £295,000.  That  one  fact,  in 
his  mind,  settled  the  question  at  once.  Rail- 
ways, he  was  confident,  would  bring  in  that 
population  we  wanted,  and  thereby  largely  in- 
crease our  revenue. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  after  the  pointed  appeal 
made  to  him  by  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  his  reasons  for  sup- 
porting the  resolution  before  the  House.  He  re- 
gretted that  many  extraneous  matters  had 
been  introduced  into  the  debate,  but  under 
existing  circumstances  he  thought  it  not  inadvi- 
sable for  him  to  say  something  with  respect  to 
the  formation  of  the  Government.  When  the 
Government  was  about  being  formed,  he  in  coai- 
mon  with  others  was  requested  to  attend  a meet- 
ing of  the  party  to  be  held  in  Halifax  ; but  ow- 
ing to  reasons  which  he  stated  at  the  time,  he 
had  found  it  impossible  to  be  present.  He  heard 
afterwards  of  what  had  been  done,  and  he  would 
here  state  distinctly  that  he  did  not  approve  of 
the  personnel  ■ of  the  Administration  ; but  when 
he  came  up  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament  he  went 
to  the  deliberations  of  the  party  with  which  he 
had  been  associated,  and  was  entrusted  with  its 
secrets.  The  measures  of  the  Government  were 
submitted  at  these  deliberations,  and  they  were 
of  a character  that  met  his  approval.  The  mo- 
ment he  became  identified  with  the  Government 
he  considered  it  his  duty  to  give  them  his  sup- 
port as  long  as  it  was  consistent  with  the  interests 
of  his  constituents,  and  their  course  commended 
Itself  to  his  sense  of  what  was  just  and  right.— 
So  far  he  had  been  consistent. 

Now  he  would  add  a few  words  with  regard  to 
the  question  immediately  before  the  House. — 
When  the  Pictou  railway  was  up  for  considera- 
tion, it  would  be  within  the  recollection  of  some 
gentlemen  that  he  stated  his  reasons  for  support- 
ing that  scheme.  He  stated  at  the  time  that  he 
would  have  been  ready  to  sacrifice  even  that  ex« 
tension,  if  there  was  any  probability  of  the  Inter- 
colonial road  being  built,  for  he  had  long  looked 
upon  that  great  work  as  of  paramount  imports 
ance  in  an  intercolonial  and  national  point  of 
view.  But  when  he  found  that  there  were  great 
if  not  insurmountable  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
completion  of  this  great  project,  he  determined 
to  push  forward  the  next  best  thing — the  exten« 
eion  to  Pictou.  The  question  had  now  arisen 
whether  the  members  for  Cape  Breton  ought  to 
give  their  support  to  the  proposition  now  before 
the  House,  and  he  would  reply  at  once  that  he 
thought  they  could  consistently  do  so.  Taking  a 
wide  view  of  the  question — not  that  narrow,  sec- 
tional viewwhich  many  gentlemen  seemed  to  enter* 
tain, — he  believed  that  the  extension  of  our  rail* 
ways  would  tend  to  aggrandize  our  country.  It 


would  place  us  in  a position  to  become  a nation, 
instead  of  a little  Province.  If  we  wished  to 
keep  up  with  the  great  countries  beyond  us.— if 
we  wished  to  become  prosperous  and  great,  we 
must  extend  our  railways.  By  this  means  out* 
existing  lines  would  become  more  productive, 
and  release  us  frem  the  burdens  they  now  impo- 
sed upon  us.  He  would  not  delay  the  House  any 
longer,  but  would  merely  add,  that  as  a member 
for  Cape  Breton, — as  a representative  of  the 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  he  eordi&Uy  gave  hi$ 
support  to  a measure  which  he  was  confident 
would  be,  if  carried  out,  productive  of  incalcula- 
ble advantages  to  the  people  at  large. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  was  surprised  at  the 
character  of  the  arguments  that  had  be8u  used 
against  the  passage  of  the  resolution  before  the 
House.  It  was  not  opposed  because  any  gentle- 
men considered  the  principle  of  building  railways 
by  companies  was  wrong,  or  that  the  subsidy 
proposed  was  not  of  a most  beneficial  character. 
The  only  reasons  adduced  were  those  which  were 
in  effect  urged  by  the  hon.  members  for  Yar- 
mouth and  Inverness— that  they  had  no  confidence 
in  the  Government.  He  was  confident  that  such 
an  argument  would  not  avail  much  with  the  in- 
telligent people  of  this  country.  He  then  went 
on  to  point  out  the  great  advantages  that  would 
result  from  railway  intercourse  with  the  United 
States  and  Canadas.  He  thought  that  no  man. 
who  was  not  blinded  by  prejudice  could  fail  to 
see  the  beneficial  results  that  must  accrue  from 
such  railways  as  were  alluded  to  in  the  resolu- 
tion, At  the  present  moment  the  want  of  great- 
er facilities  for  trade  with  the  countries  beyond 
us  was  very  generally  felt. 

Mr.  Parker  spoke  briefly  in  favor  of  Railway 
extension  generally,  but  expressed  his  doubts  ae 
to  the  propriety  of  conferring  the  large  powers; 
upon  the  government  that  this  resolution  contem- 
plated. He  preferred  the  system"  of  building 
them  as  government  works,  rather  than  by 
private  companies. 

Mr.  Coffin  was  oppose'!  to  any  further  railway- 
liability  being  incurred  at  present  although  he 
had  no  doubt  as  the  country  increased  in  resour- 
ces and  wealth  that  the  extension  referred  to 
would  be  desirable.  Although  he  was  not  against 
railway  extension  wherever  practicable,  he  would 
remind  the  government  that  there  was  another 
mode  of  travel  which  deserved  encouragement  at 
their  hands.  He  alluded  to  steam  communication ; 
end  if  the  government  would  promise  to  subsidize 
a line  of  steamers  to  Yarmouth,  and  another  to  the 
Eastward  calling  at  the  principal  gold  fields,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  say  but  what  it  might  affect 
his  vote  on  this  question.  He  had  taken  a stand 
against  the  Pictou  railroad,  not  so  much  because 
he  was  opposed  to  it  on  its  own  merits,  but  be- 
cause he  thought  its  passage  destroyed  the  chance 
of  the  Intercolonial  road.  He  thought  that  the 
government  had  enough  on  their  hands  at . pre« 
sent  without  asking  for  more  power. 

Mr.  Annand  said  that  when  the  Pictou  Rail- 
road Bill  was  first  submitted,  he  inquired  of  the 
leader  of  the  Government  what  was  meant  by  the 
expression,  lines  of  railroad,  alad  whether  it  was 
intended  to  submit  any  other  measure  than  that, 
and  he  was  told  that  it  was  not.  Now  he  found 
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a proposition  to  subsidize  companies  to  connect 
with  the  frontier  of  New  Brunswick,  and  west  to 
Victoria  Beach. 

Hon.  Psov.  Sec.  explained  that  tho  word 
lines  was  a clerical  error.  • 

Mr.  Annand  continued  to  point  out  the  dan- 
gerous character  of  the  resolution,  which  would 
give  the  Government  power  to  incur  liabilities 
to  the  extent  of  the  whole  road  and  school  grant 
of  the  country.  It  used  to  be  said  that  Halifax 
was  railway  mad.  He  thought  that  the  remark 
applied  with  greater  force  to  the  present  govern- 
ment and  their  supporters. 

Mr.  Jost  explained  as  regards  the  position  of 
his  constituents  on  the  railway  question  that 
they  had  always  been  opposed  to  building  them 
as  government  works,  but  they  were  built  in 
spite  of  them,  and  all  they  could  do  now  was  to 
make  th8  best  of  them,  and  by  extending  theca 
to  Pietou  and  the  borders  of  New  Brunswick, 
endeavour  to  make  them  pay.  That  was  the 
way  the  County  of  Lunenburg  was  canvassed  at 
the  last  election.  He  would  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion before  the  House,  because  he  thought  it 
would  enable  the  Government  to  build  the  roads 
at  a cheaper  rat®,  and  thus  decrease  the  annu- 
al liability  of  the  Province.  He  presumed  the 
Government  would  act  with  prudence  and  rea- 
son, and  not  plunge  rashly  into  debt — and  for 
these  reasons  he  thought  the  power  asked  for 
should  be  given. 

Hon.  Son.  Gene,  gave  the  House  figures  to  shew 
that  even  if  the  government  built  the  whole  three 
lines  they  would  not  incur  greater  liabilities  than 
if  the  Province  built  its  share  of  the  Intercolonial 
about  which  the  opponents  of  this  resolution 
were  so  anxious. 

Some  debate  ensued  as  to  the  propriety  of 
closing  the  debate  that  evening— several  mem- 
bers expressed  a wish  to  have  it  adjourned,  but 
the  Hon.  Pro.  Sec’y  on  the  pan  of  the  govern- 
ment said  that  the  proposition  had  been  now  for 
some  time  before  the  House  and  had  been  fully 
explained  and  debated,  and  while  he  had  no  wish 
to  shut  out  any  gentleman  from  explaining  his 
views,  yet  he  was  averse  to  postponing  the  de- 
bate, as  it  would  only  lead  to  another  day  being 
lost  and  a reiteration  of  the  same  arguments. 
He  was  quite  ready  ta  hear  any  gentleman  who 
wished  to  address  them. 

Dr.  Slocumb  said  that  he  had  no  wish  to  inflict 
a railway  speech  upon  the  House,  he  merely 
wished  to  enquire  of  the  Government  whether,  in 
the  event  of  arrangements  being  made  with  any 
company  to  construct  a railroad  west  to  Victoria 
Beach,  it  was  intended  to  select  the  line  now  sur- 
veyed. 

Hoc.  Pro.  Sect,  replied  that  the  Government 
were  committed  to  no  particular  line.  That 
wonld  be  selected  which  was  best  for  the  inte- 
rests of  the  country. 

Mr.  Killam  again  argued  in  favour  of  delaying 
any  action  for  a year.  He  could  easily  under- 
stand  why  the  Government  were  anxious  to  ex- 
tend their  power  east  and  west — to  attain  their 
©wn  ends,  and  although  he  was  called  stubborn 
and  obstinate,  that  would  not  deter  him  from  do- 
ing his  duty 


Kon.  A'Pty.  Geferal  said  that  the  hen.  gentle- 
man no  doubt  was  stubborn  enough  in  his  oppo- 
sition to  railroads,  but  he  was  remarkably  flexi* 
bie  in  his  opinion  as  to  their  mode  of  construc- 
tion. He  had  listened  with  amazement  to  him 
when  he  (Mr.  K ) said  that  he  preferred  that 
the  Government  should  build  them,  so  that  the 
people  might  own  them,  as  he  knew  that  that 
opinion  was  contrary  to  the  principles  of  his  past 
life.  He  thought  that  this  subject  had  been 
thoroughly  discussed,  and  the  question  ought  to 
be  taken. 

Mr.  Blackwood  said  that  he  considered  it  due 
to  his  constituents  not  to  give  a silent  vote  on 
the  question  now  under  discussion.  When  the 
Pietou  railroad  bill  was  brought  down,  he  under* 
stood  that  that  was  to  be  the  only  one  submitted 
this  session.  Now,  he  found  that  the  House  was 
aBked  to  pass  a resolution  giving  the  Govern- 
ment power  to  build  roads  east  and  west.  This 
W3.8  giving  them  very  large  powers,  if  it  was 
going  to  be  acted  upon.  If  it  was  not,  where 
was  the  use  of  putting  it  on  the  statute  book? 
He  took  it  for  granted  that  the  Government  were 
going  to  act  upon  the  power  given,  and  would 
build  the  roads  to  the  borders  and  to  Victoria. 
Beach.  This  was  giving  them  powers  which  he 
did  not  think  the  people  contemplated,  and  which 
he  had  no  idea  of  legislating  upon.  Some- 
times it  was  true  that  governments  had 
to  yield  to  pressure  from  without,  but  it  did  not 
appear  that  such  was  the  case  in  this  instance, 
and  he  thought  that  the  Pietou  road  would  give 
them  quite  enough  to  do.  He  was  in  favor  of 
Railway  extension  it  was  true,  but  not  to  incur 
liabilities  which  the  country  was  unable  to  bear, 
and  which  he  thought  would  be  the  result  if  this 
resolution  was  passed.  This  resolution  contem- 
plated opening  up  a connection  with  the  railroad 
of  the  United  States,  which  in  his  opinion  bore 
no  comparison  in  point  of  importance  to  the  In- 
tercolonial line  In  the  latter  case  we  would  be 
developing  our  own  resources  in  time  of  peace 
and  increasing  the  security  of  our  country  m 
.time  of  war.  He  would  suppose  that  the  event 
should  take  place  which  many  people  thought  by 
no  means  improbable.  He  alluded  to  a war  with 
the  United  States.  Of  what  advantage  would 
the  European  and  North  American  road  be  then  ? 
and  would  we  not  have  to  tear  up  the  rails  in 
order  to  prevent  them  from  bringing  into  the 
country  the  means  of  our  own  destruction? 

On  the  other  hand  the  Intercolonial  would  be 
the  great  highway  between  these  North  American 
Colonies,  adding  to  their  prosperity  in  time  of 
peace,  and  affording  them  the  means  of  defonce 
in  the  hour  of  danger.  But  the  advantages  of 
the  Intercolonial  line  had  been  so  often  and  so 
ably  brought  before  the  house  that  it  was  useless 
for  him  to  occupy  more  time  on  the  subject.  He 
merely  wished  to  show  the  country  that  he  had 
not  acted  inconsistently  on  this  question.  He 
had  voted  for  the  Pietou  road  because  he  thought 
there  was  no  present  probability  of  obtaining 
the  Intercolonial,  but  he  had  not  changed  his 
opinion  as  to  the  permanent  importance  of  that 
line,  and  he  yet  hoped  to  see  the  day  when  it 
would  be  accomplished.  He  could  not  however 
vote  for  the  resolution  before  the  House,  because 
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Be  considered  it  conferred  too  much  power  upon 
the  Government. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Miller’s 
amendment,  (given  above,)  which  wa3  lost,  29 
to  16.  The  names  have  been  published. 

Mr.  Killam  said  that  he  would  be  able  to  sub- 
mit an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  during  the  recess  ascertain  upon 
what  terms  the  Railways  oould  be  built,  and 
submit  their  resolution  to  the  house. 

Hon.  Find  Secretary  said  that  the  member 
for  Yarmouth  appeared  to  be  under  the  misap- 
prehension that  the  resolution  obliged  the  Gov- 
ernment to  accept  the  terms  of  any  company  ; as 
had  been  explained  before,  it  merely  gave  them 
power,  in  case  they  had  an  opportunity  during 
the  recess,  to  make  a good  bargain  with  a com- 
pany, to  do  so. 

After  some  further  desultory  debate,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  upon  Mr.  Killam’s  amendment, 
which  was  lost  by  35  to  8. 

After  the  division,  Mr.  Blackwood  stated  that 
his  vote  was  given  under  a misapprehension,  and 
his  name  by  common  consent  was  withdrawn 
from  the  minority. 

The  original  resolution  then  passed,  27  to  7. — 
* For — Messrs.  Hill.  Pryor,  Bourinofc,  McFarlane, 
Jost,  McKinnon,  Siocumb,  Tobin,  Atty.  General, 
Bill,  Solicitor  General,  Colin  Campbell,  McKay, 
I).  Fraser,  Churchill,  Lawrence,  More,  J.  Camp- 
bell, Provl.  Secy.,  King,  Smyth,  Jas.  McDonald. 

Against — Ross,  Parker.  Allison,  BlackwoOd, 
Killam,  Blanchard,  S.  Campbell. 

Then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  12th  April,  1864. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  House  met  at  three  o’clock. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  introduced  a bill  relative  to 
steam  boat  inspection.  He  explained  that  the 
object  was  to  enable  the  Governor  in  Council  to 
appoint  a competent  person  as  Inspector  to  hold 
a survey  upon  any  steamer  carrying  passengers 
(men  of  war  and  regular  mail  steamers  being 
excepted)  from  any  port  in  the  Province.  Such 
Inspectors  existed  in  New  Brunswick  and  Ca- 
nada, and  were  appointed  permanently. 

Mr.  Cowls  introduced  a bill  to  enable  the 
Commissioners  for  deepening  the  harbour  of 
Liverpool  to  raise  additional  funds. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  introduced  a bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Historical  Society  of  Halifax. 

The  three  foregoing  bills  were  read  a second 
time. 

RAILWAY  MATTERS. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  asked  for  a paper  he 
had  moved  for  some  weeks  ago,  relative  to  the 
passes  granted  over  the  railway. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  said  that  there  was  no 
record  kept  in  the  Railway  office  by  which  he 
could  furnish  the  information  required.  When 
he  assumed  office  he  found  there  was  no  such  re* 
cord  in  existence,  but  he  had  ordered  one  to  be 
kept.  Under  these  circumstances  he  would  be 
placed  in  a position  next  session  to  afford  any 
such  information  as  had  been  asked  for. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  he  had  been  under 
the  impression  that  the  privilege  in  question  was 
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becoming  very  largely  used,  and  he  thought  it 
the  duty  of  the  Chairman  to  restrain  it  as  much 
as  possible. 

Mr.  McDonald  said  that  since  he  had  been  in 
the  office  he  had  been  very  careful  in  respect  to . 
passes , and  he  regretted  that  he  had  not  before 
adopted  the  course  which  he  had  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  so  that  the  House  might  have 
the  evidence  before  it  of  the  truth  of  the  fact  he 
was  stating.  He  had  only  passed  those  persons 
whom  it  was  customary  to  pass  over  railroads— 
members  of  Government  and  public  officers,  and 
persons  connected  with  railway  works  ; and  in 
no  case  had  he  favored  any  for  personal  reasons. 

Hon.  Pro.  Secy,  congratulated  the  hon.  rqem« 
ber  for  Guysborongh  for  his  new*-born  zeal  in  re- 
spect to  the  railway,  and  then,  went  on  to  state 
that  the  administration  of  the  department  under 
the  present  Commissioner  had  been  attended  with 
results  which  were  the  best  evidence  of  atten« 
tion  and  assiduity  ©n  his  part.  He,  (Dr.  T.)  had 
called  attention  a few  days  previous  to  the  fact 
that  down  to  the  hour  the  late  Chief  Commissioner 
left  office  there  was  a d eficiency  month  by  month 
as  compared  with  the  former  year;  but  strange 
to  say  he  had  no  sooner  turned  his  back  upon, 
the  department  than  the  tide  turned  and  the  de- 
partment at  once  exhibited  results  of  the  most 
gratifying  character,  which  continued  up  to  the 
present  hour.  Not  only  the  deficiency  was  cover- 
ed, but  there  was  a large  surplus  at  the  end  of 
the  past  year.  He  now  held  in  his  hand  a state- 
ment of  the  results  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  the  house  would  be  delighted  to 
see  that  in  the  month  of  January  there  was  an 
increase  of  $1921  over  the  same  month  1863;  isi 
February,  $1316,19;  and  in  March,  $2944.55; 
making  a total  increase  of  $6191.74. 

Mr.  S.  Campbel  said  that  the  hon.  Provincial 
Secretary  must  not  expect  to  prevent  him  by  the 
display  of  any  irony  from  making  any  enquiries 
that  he  thought  advisable.  He  considered  he 
had  not  been  treated  with  that  courtesy  which 
he  had  deserved  in  respect  to  the  present  matter, 
far  it  was  six  weeks  since  he  had  made  the  en- 
quiry. He  pointed  out  the  fast  that  it  was  not 
the  management  that  made  railways  productive 
so  much  as  growth  of  trade.  It  was  the  gradu- 
al development  of  ourresources,  and  the  industry 
of  the  people  of  this  country  that  gave  us  such 
satisfactory  results  to  the  railway.  Our  gold 
fields  especially  had  tended  to  swell  the  revenue 
of  the  road. 

Mr.  McDonald  stated  that  he  had  prepared 
a paper  immediately  ^fter  the  enquiry  was  made 
giving  the  same  answer  that  he  had  given  that 
day,  and  he  had  thought  he  handed  it  to  the 
Provincial  Secretary  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  this  was  the  second 
occasion  that  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary  had 
undertaken  to  sneer  at  the  late  railway  commis- 
sioner. He  contended  that  the  management  of 
this  or  that  Commissioner  had  little  to  do  with 
increased  receipts.  The  Commissioner  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  receipt  of  monies  ; the  re- 
turns were  made  up  now  by  the  same  officer  as 
under  the  late  Commissioner.  He  pointed  to 
the  fact  that  the  receipts  of  1862  over  those 
of  1861  were  far  larger  than  those  of  1863  over 


52 


PARLIAMENTARY  TTPRATP?. 


;862,  and  stated  that  the  Provincial  Secretary 
had  often  affirmed  that  swelled  receipts  were 
not  consequent  upon  the  good  management  of 
the, Commissioner,  but  were  owing  to  fluctuations 
of  trade. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  said  that  he  had  called  atten» 
‘ion  to  the  fact3  he  had  adduced  from  the  circum- 
stance that  the  late  government  and  its  friends 
undertook  time  and  again  to  claim  credit  for  the 
increase  of  receipts  on  the  ground  of  improved 
management.  He  felt  a degree  of  satisfaction 
which  he  could  hardly  express  when  he  found 
that  he  had  driven  these  gentlemen  now  to  de- 
clare that  such  statements  were  idle  fallacies — 
mere  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  late  government 
to  delude  the  House  and  people.  He  alluded  to 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness 
; hat  it  was  impossible  for  the  Chairman  of  the 
Bailway  Board  to  receive  a single  dollar  that  did 
not  go  through  the  hands  of  a particular  officer 
of  the  department,  and  then  went  on  to  say  that 
on  one  occasion  the  officer  in  question  had  been 
before  the  Hallway  Committee,  and  it  was  proved 
that  the  late  Commissioner  could  receive  money ^ 
for  the  carriage  of  passengers  without  the  know-* 
ledge  of  the  former.  He  did  not  mean  to  insin- 
uate such  was  the  case,  but  merely  alluded  to 
the  fact  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  tho  hon. 
gentleman. 

Mr.  McDonald  said  that  he  had  abstained 
both  in  and  out  of  the  house  from  saying  any  thing 
that  might  be  looked  upon  as  drawing  an  invi- 
dious distinction  with  the  late  management ; but 
after  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  member  for 
Inverness  he  could  not  help  saying  a few  words 
on  the  present  occasion.  The  increase,  for  the 
last  quarter  bore  nothing  more  than  a fair  com* 
parison  to  the  amount  of  increase  from  the  time 
he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office.  He  had 
every  belief  that  at  the  end  of  the  year,  should 
the  increase  go  on  in  the  same  rates,  there  will 
be  a large  excess  of  revenue  over  the  last  year. 

The  subject  then  dropped,  after  a few  remarks 
from  Mr.  Miller,  etc. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  MR.  JUSTICE  BLISS. 

Hen.  Provl.  Sectt.  laid  on  the  table  copy  of 
correspondence  that  had  taken  place  between 
Judge  Bliss  and  the  Government,  which  was  read 
at  the  table. 

Mr.  Justice  Bliss,  in  his  letter,  states  that  in 
consequence  of  the  infirm  and  delicate  state  of 
his  health  he  cannot  hope  to  take  any  great  share 
in  the  future  in  the  duties  entrusted  to  the  J ud- 
ges.  He  proposes  undertfhe  circumstances  to  re- 
sign, provided  he  is  given  a retiring  allowance 
cf  £400  a year.  ’ He  observes:  “ I shall  say  no- 
thing of  any  claim  which  I might  make,  after 
a service  of  thirty  years  on  the  Bench— during 
which  I may  observe,  the  labours  and  duties  of 
my  office  have  been  more  than  doubled;  not 
merely  from  the  ordinary  and  natural  increase 
of  business,  but  by  the  abolition  first  of  the  infe- 
rior courts,  and  next  of  the  court  of  Chancery ; 
the  whole  business  of  both  being  thrown  upon  the 
Supreme  Court.  Looking  at  the  matter  in  a 
public  point  of  view  alone,  I cannot  doubt  that  it 
will  be  thought  highly  desirable  to  secure  at  so 
small  a cost  the  higher  and  more  effective  dis- 


charge of  those  duties,  which  my  age  and  broken 
health  will  no  longer  enable  me  to  perform  as  I 
could  wish,  and  as  the  exigencies  of  the  country 
require.” 

And  he  adds  that  should  his  retirement  not  be 
accepted  on  the  terms  he  offered,  he  must  conti- 
nue to  bold  his  office,  1,1  performing  such  services 
as  health  and  strength  will  permit.” 

The  Government  reply — that  they  are  deeply 
sensible  of  his  great  claims  upon  the  Public,  and 
are  only  prepared  from  meeting  his  wishes  res* 
peeling  t :.e  proposed  pension  by  the  strong  objec- 
tion^ which  "exist  against  the  establishment  of 
such  a precedent,  but  that  they  will  consider  it 
their  duty  to  provide,  for  the  efficient  adminis- 
tration of  Justice  without  interfering  with  that 
consideration  for  Ids  health  and  comfort  which 
they  are  happy  know  the  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince will  be  moBt.^hkious  should  be  bestowed. 

BILL  FOR  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  AH  EQUITY  JUDGE,, 

Hon.  Paov.  Secy,  laid  on  the  table  returns  from 
the  different  counties  in  the  Province  showing  the 
number  of  causes  at  the  Supreme  Court  ready  for 
trial,  the  number  postponed  for  want  of  time  to 
take  them  up.  Also  a return  from  the  Prothona- 
tory  in  this  city,  showing  the  number  of  causes 
that  were  ready  for  argument  at  the  last  sitting 
of  the  Court,  as  well  as  those  that  were  disposed 
of  and  postponed  for  want  of  time. 

He  then  begged  leave  to  present  a bill  entitled 
“ An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  & Judge 
of  Equity.”"  In  doing  so,  he  said  that  he  was 
quite  satisfied  that  the  universal  feeling  in  the 
House  would  be  that  one  of  the  first  duties  of  a 
Government  was  to  provide  for  the  efficient  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  the  country.  The  House, 
by  an  examination  of  the  correspondence  and  of 
the  returns  just  laid  on  the  table,  would  come  at 
once  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Government  would 
fail  in  its  duty  to  the  country  if  they  did  not  in 
the  existing  condition  of  circumstances,  provide 
other  means  for  the  administration  of  justice  than 
was  now  afforded.  The  number  of  J udges  in  the 
Supreme  Court  had  remained  the  same  for  a very 
long  period,  during  which  the  population  of  tha 
country,  its  business  transitions,  and  naturally 
and  necessarily  the  amount  of  litigation  had  in- 
creased very  largely.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  in  addition  to  these  facts,  it  had  been  the  po- 
licy of  the  Legislature  to  abolish  the  inferior 
courts  of  the  Province.  These  courts  comprised 
four  Judges,  and  he  thought  at  the  time  that  act 
was  passed,  an  additional  Judge  was  given  to 
the  Supreme  court. 

Now,  for  the  last  twenty  years  the  present  five 
judges  had  not  only  to  perforin  the  duties  with 
which  they  were  originally  charged,  but  also  the 
immense  business  that  was  transacted  in  the 
Chancery  Court.  He  was  not  disposed  to  discuss 
at  that  time  how  far  it  was  a wise  move  to  abo- 
lish the  inferior  courts,  but  he  was  satisfied  that 
whatever  might  be  the  views  entertained  on  this 
question  in  the  House,  there  was  an  overflowing 
feeling  in  the  country  that  that  movement  inter- 
fered with  the  efficient  administration  of  justice, 
and  that  it  largely  increased  the  business  that 
was  thrown  on  the  Supreme  Court.  But  the 
House  was  aware  that  the  business  in  the  Supreme 
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Court  had  not  only  been  largely  augmented  from 
that  cause,  but  additional  duties  were  devolved 
upon  it  by  the  abolition  of  the  Chancery  Court. 
He  was  acquainted  sufficiently  with  legal  business 
to  know  that  the  last  measure  named  imposed 
duties  which  many  of  the  judges  in  the  Supreme 
Court  were  opposed  to  undertaking.  Many  emi- 
nent judges  who  sat  on  the  bench  at  that  time 
did  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  duties  were  im- 
posed upon  them  which  they  did  not  feel  justified 
in  discharging,  in  consequence  of  their  want  of 
familiarity  with  equity  business. 

The  letter  which  he  had  just  read  from  an  emi- 
nent Judge,  gave  the  House  the  evidence,  were 
other  evidence  wanting,  of  the  necessity  of  taking 
ppeedy  measures  to  afford  the  people  that  means 
of  obtaining  justice  speedily,  which  was  now  ne- 
cessarily wanting.  He  need  not  say  to  the  House 
that  a delay  of  justice  w»b  in  many  cases  a denial 
of  justice,  especially  in  the  case  of  poor  suitors. 

The  bon.  gentleman  then  read  the  following 
figures  from  an  abstract  of  Protkonotaries’  re- 
turns of  the  October  sittings  and  Michaelmas  Term 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  A.  D. , 1863  : 


No.  of  causes 

Causes 

Causes  post- 

County. 

for  trial  or 

disposed 

poned  for 

argument. 

of. 

want  of  time. 

Annapolis, 

23 

6 

18 

Antigonish, 

8 

8 

0 

Cape  Breton, 

17 

6 

12 

Colchester, 

36 

9 

6 

Cumberland, 

51 

1 

60 

Uigby, 

12 

Qaysborough, 

2 

2 

0 

Inverness, 

23 

1 

22 

Halifax, 

74 

46 

29 

Hante, 

11 

2 

9 

Rings, 

10 

10 

0 

Lunenburg, 

11 

11 

0 

Piotou, 

19 

19 

0 

Queen’s, 

14 

6 

8 

Richmond, 

26 

Zl 

4 

Shelburne, 

13 

13 

0 

Victoria, 

1 

1 

a 

Yarmouth, 

2 

2 

0 

A rguments  at  Halifax,  62 

20 

42 

Total, 

CO  1 
00  ] 

181 

212 

It  was  altogether  unnecessary  for  him,  he  felt, 
to  dwell  on  the  injurious  coneequences  that  must 
result  from  the  condition  of  things  exemplified  by 
the  figures  he  had  adduced.  He  then  went  on  to 
say  that  any  talents  that  he  might  possess  would 
be  inadequate  to  pronounce  such  an  eulogium 
upon  the  distinguished  J udge  whose  letter  had 
just  been  read,  as  his  great  services  demanded  ; 
but  the  House  and  the  country  would  agree  with 
him  that  the  Bench  of  Nova  Scotia  could  not  lose 
a greater  ornament  than  Judge  Bliss, — that  no 
greater  misfortune  could  have  fallen  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  jastice  in  this  country  than  that 
the  condition  of  that  eminent  gentleman’s  health 
should  be  such  as  to  prevent  him  from  efficiently 
discharging  those  duties  which  he  had  so  long  and 
so  ably  fulfilled.  He  was  sure  that  the  House 
would  cone  ^ the  statement  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  letter  just  read  of  the  great  claims 
of  that  hoc.  gentleman  to  consideration — claims 
founded  on  30  years  of  unremitting  duty.  Whilst 
the  Government  felt  that  Judge  Bliss  bad  the  best 


olaims  upon  the  Legislature  possible  for  any  per- 
son to  possess,  yet  they  felt  that  the  objection?-  to 
the  proposal  he  had  made  were  of  such  a charac- 
ter as  to  prevent  their  entertaining  it.  The  House 
was  perfectly  well  aware  that  although  such  a 
precedent  was  established  many  years  ago — Judge 
Monck  having  received  a retiring  pension—yet 
that  had  happened  so  long  sinoe,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  had  so  entirely  changed  as 
to  render  it  very  inadvisable  to  follow  this  exam 
pie. 

Under  these  circumstances — looking  at  the  ques- 
tion  in  all  its  bearings, — to  the  pressing  necessity 
of  providing  for  the  speedy  and  satisfactory  ad- 
ministration of  justice — looking  at  it  with  a true 
regard  to  the  public  interests,  the  government  had 
thought  it  advisable  to  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  Judge.  In  doing  so,  they 
felt  that  they  were  providing  not  only  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  eminent  Judge,  whose  health  was  so 
precarious,  bat  also  for  a great  public  necessity.— 
In  the  preparation  of  the  measure  regard  had 
been  had  to  difficulties  which  had  presented  them 
selves  since  the  abolition  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
He  believed  that  laymen  as  well  as  legal  gentlemen 
were  familiar  with  the  fact  that  since  that  Court 
was  abolished,  equity  proceedings  were  not  only 
rendered  infinitely  more  tardy  but  more  expen 
sive  than  before.  For  instance,  under  the  juris 
diction  of  our  old  Equity  Court,  the  maximum 
expenses  in  foreclosing  a mortgage,  seldom,  if 
ever,  exceeded  £20  to  £30  ; whilst  they  were  now 
sometimes  as  high  as  £60.  The  bill  provided  that 
whilst  the  Chancery  Court  should  not  be  re-enaot- 
od,  the  same  principle  that  prevailed  in  New 
Bruuswiek  should  be  carried  out — that  there 
should  be  a Judge  in  the  Supreme  Court  who 
should  be  not  only  one  of  its  J udges,  but  should, 
in  addition,  have  separate  charge  of  Equity  Ju- 
risdiction. Thus  the  country  would  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  one  member  of  the  Bench  who, 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  judiciary  duties,  shall 
turn  his  attention  specially  to  the  consideration  of 
Equity  cases  which,  in  many  respects,  are  known 
to  differ  materially  from  the  common  law  practice. 
It  was  proposed  to  style  this  Judge  14  Chief  Just- 
ice in  Equity”  who  shall  have  co-ordinate  rank 
with  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
shall  preside  in  all  Equity  oases,  whether  appeals, 
hearings,  re-hearings,  &o.,  but  in  all  other  oasrj 
the  latter  shall  preside.  He  trusted  that  this  t1& 
would  commend  itself  to  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  the  house  and  country,  as  one  fully  war- 
ranted by  the  circumstances  of  the  country.  It 
would  be  unconstitutional  and  improper  were  he 
to  allude  in  his  remarks  in  the  Legislature,  to  the 
mods  In  which  this  appointment  would  be  filled 
up  provided  the  bill  parsed  ; but  if  ho  could  do 
he  would  make  a statement  to  the  house  that 
v ould  not  O-dly  obtain  universal  favour  from  gen 
tiemen  on  both  sides,  but  from  the  large  body  of 
the  people  in  this  country. 

MISCELLANEOUS. ' 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  and  took 
up  the  Magistrates’  Bill  in  the  R.  S.  Consider- 
able conversation  occurred,  and  various  amend- 
ments were  suggested.  Mr.  Tobin  moved  that 
imprisonment  on  mesne  process  be  abolished, 
wM  motion  was  carried  by  IT  to  18  ; but  sufc* 
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frequently  it  was  thought  advisable  not  to  adopt 
the  amendment  so  hastily.  It  was  accordingly 
reconsidered  and  struck  out.  Mr.  Longley  moved 
that  all  judgments  above  $20  may  be  recorded, 
and  shall  bind  real  estate  in  the  same  way  as  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  which  motion  was  carried  by 
15  to  20.  Aftep  some  discussion  in  which  Mr. 
James  McDonald,  Mr.  Kaulback,  hon.  Mr.  Le 
Vesconte,  and  boa.  Mr.  Henry  urged  their  objec- 
tions to  th§  powers  given  to  the  magistracy  under 
the  bill,  the  house  adjourned,  and  resumed 
at  a quarter  to  eight  o’clock  in  the  evonicg,  and 
took  up  the  bill  and  passed  it  through — the  amend- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Longley  being  understood  to 
be  dropped  for  the  present.  The  following  bills 
were.aiso  passed  To  amend  Act  for  better  regu- 
lation of  town  marsh  of  Annapolis  ; — To  provide 
for  a bridge  over  a certain  creek  and  open  a road 
in  Guysboro’  ; — To  enable  Commissioners  of  Liv- 
erpool harbor  to  raise  additional  funds  ; — To 
change  the  name  of  Little  River  in  Richmond  Co. ; 
To  incorporate  Mutual  Sank  of  Nova  Scotia.— 
The  house  then  adjoui  ned  at  ten  o’clock. 


Wednesday,  April  13. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  House  met  at  11,  and  hon.  Mr.  Henry  in- 
troduced a bill  to  change  the  name  of  Little  River, 
in  the  county  of  Antigonishe.  The  House  then 
went  into  committee  on  bills  and  passed  the  fol- 
lowing : — To  incorporate  the  Historical  Society  of 
Halifax  ; to  provide  for  the  inspection  of  steam- 
boats. 

Some  discussion  took  place  in  reference  to  & bill 
relative  to  the  township  of  Chester.  Messrs. 
Kaulback,  Sloeumb,  and  Jost  supported  the  bill, 
and  Messrs,  Blanchard  and  Locke  opposed  it. 

The  bill  repeals  the  act  of  last  year,  by  which 
the  township  of  Chester  was  made  a separate  dis- 
trict, with  a Cuatos  and  Sessions.  Several  peti- 
tions both  pro.  and  con.  were  before  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr.  Kaulback  said  that  a very  large  majority 
of  the  people  never  desired  to  be  separated  from 
the  General  Sessions  of  the  county.  He  said  the 
legislation  of  last  year  was  effected  through  the 
influence  of  a few  individuals  who  wished  to  as- 
sume power  and  influence,  and  ready  to  make  any 
overtures  to  the  Government  in  order  to  accom- 
plish their  exids.  The  petitions  now  before  the 
House  showed  a majority  of  at.  least  four  hundred 
praying  for  the  action  he  was  now  taking.  He 
admitted  some  parties  had  signed  the  petitions  in 
opposition,  for  whom  he  entertained  respect,  be- 
lieving they  were  influenced  by  right  motives. 
The  sessions  created  last  year  was  composed  of  a 
majority  of  persons  avowing  principles  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  large  majority  of  the  people.  Four 
Justices  were  created  at  the  time  for  purposes 
which  the  people  fully  understand.  . Every  one 
knew  how  far  party  feeling  generally  blends  itself 
with  the  action  of  courts  of  sessions.  He  could 
judge  that  the  people  of  Chester  township  would 
never  submit  to  be  dictated  to  and  controlled  by 
a sessions  created  under  such  circumstances.  No 
doubt  to  have  this  pet  scheme  destroyed  would 
annoy  the  few  individuals  who  had  endeavored  to 
obstruct  this  bill.  The  Justices  most  fit  to 
t&k©  prominent  part  in  the  publie  business  of  the 


township,  and  in  whom  the  public  trust  was  cen- 
tred, would  not  countenance  the  sessions  or  con- 
fer with  those  who  had  created  and  now  composed 
it.  He  was  fully  supported  by  his  colleagues  in 
this  matter,  and  believed  he  and  they  were  acting 
for  the  general  good  of  the  people  of  Chester  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  it  appeared  to  him 
to  be  childish  to  pass  the  act  as  it  was  only  last 
year  that  the  parties  came  here  by  petition  and 
requested  a separation  ; and  now  on  a change  of 
representatives  they  or  some  of  them  came  here 
and  asked  to  repeal  the  act. 

Mr.  K.  designated  the  parties  who  had  pe* 
titioned  against  the  bill  as  a small  clique 
about  the  town  of  Chester. 

Mr.  B.  stated  that  he  had  in  his  hand  a letter 
from  one  of  the  most  respectable  men  in  Chester, 
asserting  that  a large  majority  of  the  people  m 
Chester  we  e opposed  to  repeal  the  bill. 

Mr.  Kaulback — Name. 

Mr.  B. — The  Rev.  C.  J.  Shreve  ef  Chester. 
And  he  then  asked  Mr.  K.  if  Mr.  Shreve  waa 
one  of  this  small  clique  and  was  J.  Whitford, 
Esq.,  also.  The  hon.  member  also  argued 
strongly  against  the  bill  as  taking  away  from  the 
people  of  Chester  a great  advantage  without  any 
adequate  reason  or  explanation. 

Mr.  Locke  followed,  using,  to  a large  extent, 
game  arguments. 

The  bill  finally  passed  without  a division,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  resuming  at  three,  the  Bouse  again  went 
into  Committee  on  Bills  and  took  up  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  Stipendiary  Ma- 
gistrates in  the  country.  The  introducer,  Mr. 
James  McDonald,  explained  that  it  was  intend- 
ed to  do  away  with  the  necessity  for  a number 
of  bills  heir g introduced  to  appoint  Stipendiary 
Magistrat  s in  those  towns,  villages  and  districts 
that  might  wish  one.  It  enables  the  general 
sessions  on  the  petition  of  any  number  of  tree- 
holders,  not  less  than  60,  to  appoint  a Committee 
fo  enquire  into  the  necessity  of  the  appointment. 
Upon  the  report  ©f  the  Committee,  steps  are 
taken  to  appoint  one  or  more  magistrates  resi- 
ding within  the  limits  of  the  district  that  has 
jffetitioned,  a stipendiary  magistrate,  as  well  as 
constable  or  constables  to  assist  such  justices. 

Hon.  Mr.  LbVesconte  opposed  the  bill, 
which  he  thought  was  not  requisite.  The  coun- 
ty of  Richmond,  he  was  convinced,  was  quite 
sat  sfied  with  the  administration  of  justice  as  it 
is  now  a ranged;  and  he  was  unwilling  to  put 
the  people  to  any  such  expense  as  it  would  in 
volve.  He  moved  that  ?he  rate  payers  in  the 
district  have  the  right  of  appointing  the  magis- 
trative,  which  mo  ion  was  negatived. 

After  some  suggestions  from  Mr.  Henry,  Mr. 
Blanchard,  and  other  hon.  gentlemen,  some 
amendments  were  made  in  the  bill  which  then 
passed. 

A message  was  received  freest  the  Legislative 
Council  stating  that  they  had  agreed  to  the 
Statute  Labour  Act,  with  amendments.  One 
strikes  out  the  clause  exempting  certain  counties. 

Mr.  Blanchard  was  opposed  to  adopting  the 
amendment,  and  suggested  that  the  House  refuse 
t©  agree  to  it. 
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Mr.  Bourinot  moved  that  the  amendment  ba 
not  accepted  by  the  House. 

Hon.  Pro.  Secy,  stated  that  he  did  not  think 
it  was  of  much  use  to  send  the  bill  back  to  the 
Council,  j udging  by  their  experience  in  refer- 
ence to  other  bills. 

On  a division,  the  motion  was  lost,  18  by  24. 
Yeas — Blanchard,  Hamilton,  Bill,  More,  Miller, 
Jost,  Bourinot,  M’Donnell,  Fin.  Sec  , Robieheau, 
Coiin  Campbell,  Ross,  Annand,  Baleam,  King, 
John  Campbell,  Attorney  General,  Kaulback. 

Nays — Hatfield,  Shannon,  McKay,  Killain,  D. 
Fraser,  Blackwood,  Whitman,  Pryor,  Tobin, 
Allison,  Donkin,  Longley,  Parker,  J.  ft* ‘Donald, 
Prov.  - Secy  , McLelan,  Locke,  S.  Campbell, 
Heffertian,  Robertson,  E.  L.  Brown,  McKinnon, 
Coffin,  Oowie. 

Mr.  Kaulbacil  gave  notice  to  rescind. 

The  bill  relating  to  mines  and  minerals  was 
next  taken  up,  and  Hon.  Mr.  Henry  said  that 
experience  had  shown  that  such  an  Inspector  as 
was  proposed  under  the  bill  was  absolutely  in- 
dispen  able  A variety  of  disputes  and  difficul- 
ties had  arisen  from  the  want  of  such  an  officer, 
who  would  give  his  whole  time  and  attention  to 
our  eoal  fields.  The  Crown  Land  Department 
had  enough  to  do  to  attend  to  its  legitimate  du- 
ties. By  the  change  proposed  a thorough  or- 
ganization of  our  mines  and  minerals  depart- 
ment would  be  effected. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  the  report  of  Mr. 
Fairbanks,  whilst  suggesting  the  propriety  of 
selecting  some  person  to  inspect  mining  opera- 
tions, stated  that  it  would  be  more  convenient 
to  continue  in  the  Crown  Land  department  every 
other  branch  ot  the  work  with  which  it  is  now 
charged. 

Hon  Mr.  Henry  pointed  out  that  the  system 
as  at  present  arranged,  was  altogether  insuffici- 
ent for  the  satisfactory  management  of  the  im- 
portant interest  unae?  consideration. 

Hon.  Paov.  Sec.  said  that  Mr.  Fairbanks  had 
complained  time  and  again  that  he  wag  taxed 
to  an  extent  that  no  public  officer  ought  to  be 
taxed. 

A number  of  clauses  were  passsd,  and  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Miller  introduced  a bill  to  incorporate 
the  Charitable  Irish  Society  of  Halifax,  and  the 
House  adjourned,  and  resumed  at  half  past  7. 

The  Mines  and  Mineral  Bill  was  next  taken 
up,  and  a large  number  of  clauses  were  passed 
after  some  desultory  debate,  m which  Hon.  Mr 
Henry,  Mr.  Annand,  Mr.  A.  Archibald,  and  Dr. 
Slocumb,  chiefly  took  part,  upon  the  33rd  clause 
which  provides  that  a 1 leases  in  one  gold  dis- 
trict shall  be  one,  and  the  work  for  all  may 
be  done  on  one  or  more,  as  deemed  most  desi- 
rable by  the  lessee.  Messrs.  Archibald,  S. 
Campbell,  and  Churchill,  were  afraid  this  provi- 
sion might  tend  to  monopoly ; but  Mr.  Henry 
and  Mr.  Annand  showed  that  it  was  absolutely 
Indispensable  for  the  satisfactory  working  of  onr 
mines.  Mr.  Henry  stated  that  experience  had 
shown  the  Gold  Commissioner  that  it  would  be 
a wise  change  to  make  in  the  law.  The  object 
of  the  bill,  as  now  framed,  was  to  impose  no 
more  restrictions  upon  the  persons  working  the 
mines  than  was  necsssary  for  the  security  of  tho 
public  interests. 


An  amendment  was  made  to  the  bill,  which 
limits  the  number  of  area*  which  one  company 
can  get  in  one  district,  to  24  areas. 

In  the  46th  clause,  providing  that  within  the 
time  allowed  a party  shall  have  the  right  to 
select  areas,  an  amendment  was  made  to  add  the 
words  “ not  to  exceed  in  extent  one  quarter  of 
a mile  on  the  lode,  &c.” 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten. 

Thursday,  April  14,  1864 

MORNING  SESSION. 

Th©  House  met  at  eleven. 

Mr.  Eobel.tson  introduced  a bill  relating  to 
Juries. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec  laid  on  the  table  a resolution 
relative  to  the  dose  of  the  financial  year. 

Mr.  Bourinot  moved  that  the  amendment 
made  by  the  Council  to  the  Statute  Labour  Law 
— striking  out  the  clause  exempting  certain 
counties-— -be  not  agreed  to. 

On  a division,  the  motion  was  ca-ried  by  22 
to  18. 

Yeas— Kaulback,  Churchill,  Hamilton,  C J. 
Campbell,  Lawrence,  King,  Bill,  More,  Miller, 
Mt  Donnell,  Jost,  Slocumb,  Bourinot,  Fin.  Sec., 
John  Campbell,  Smyth,  Robieheau,  Balcom, 
Colin  Campbell,  Ross,  Annand,  Attorney  Gene  - 
ral. 

Nays — Killam,  Hedernan,  Hatfield,  Parker, 
Whitman,  Allison,  Longley,  Tobin,  Donkin, 
McFariane,  J.  Fraser,  McLelan,  Blackwood,  S. 
Campbell,  Robertson,  McKinnon,  Coffin,  Archi- 
bald. 

Mr.  Locke,  who  came  in  at  the  close  of  the 
division,  wished  his  name  added,  but  Mr.  Kaul- 
back objected. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johmston  introduced  a bill  post- 
poning the  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Ha- 
lifax and  on  the  western  shore  circuit  for  a fort- 
night. 

Mr.  Pryor,  chairman  of  Militia  Committee, 
reported  up  the  Militia  Bill  with  amendments. 
Also  introduced  a bill  to  amend  the  act  authori- 
zing a loan  for  the  erection  of  a county  jail  in 
Halifax. 

Some  debate  then  took  place  in  reference  to 
amendment  proposed  by  Hon.  Attorney  General 
to  the  City  Bills,  to  prevent  groceries  rafcailing 
spirituous  liquors. 

Mr.  Longley  wished  the  whole  matter  refer- 
red to  a special  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
perf-cting  the  law, 

Messrs.  Pryor  and  Tobin  thought  it  inadvi- 
sable to  bring  in  an  amendment  at  that  time  of 
the  session  which  affected  such  large  interests  in 
the  city  of  Halifax. 

Mr.  Longley  would  be  quite  ready  to  give 
them  the  power  if  they  would  take  and  put  in 
force  the  amended  License  Law,  and  spoke 
strongly  against  the  injury  inflicted  on  society 
by  the  establishments  in  question.  He  said  he 
could  point  to  cases  of  young  men  whose  sud- 
den decease  was  owing  to  the  habits  contracted 
in  these  places.  He  regretted  that  there  was  so 
little  sympathy  lor  temperance  principles  in  the 
House ; but  despite  all  this,  he  w.-s  determined 
ever  to  fight  for  those  principles  on  which  he 
believed  the  welfare  ot  society  so  largely  depen- 
ded. 
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Mr,  Tosin  said— This  question  of  License 
was  a vexed  one  and  was  constantly  coming  be- 
fore the  House  in  one  shape  or  another.  The 
hon.  member  for  Annapolis  always  got  on  bis 
fset  when  any  reference  was  made  to  it.  Now 
while  the  policy  prevailed  of  legalizing  the  im- 
portation of  Wines  and  Spirits  the  distribution 
must  be  l galized  also.  If  the  hon.  gentleman 
wants  to  deal  with  it  he  must  put  the  axe  to  the 
root,  fnd  not  be  endeavoring  to  lop  off  the 
branches,  for  when  the  Spring  comes  they  prow 
again.  No  doubt  broad  is  the  staff  of  life  but  Wine 
and  the  other  members  of  that  happy  family 
are  its  soul,  its  fire,  and  its  nobility.  What 
would  an  Englishman  be  without  the  beer  bar- 
rel 'f  his  life  watery,  vapid,  and  ineffectual. — Says 
the  old  Anacreontic  poet — everything  drinks  : 
the  sea  drinks,  the  sun  drinks,  and  man  muBt 
drink,  to  take  his  share  in  this  fair  and  thirsty 
creation.  There  was  only  one  time  when  the 
world  was  said  to  have  had  enough,  and  then 
the  survivors  immediately  went  to  work  to 
mend  the  liquor.  However,  sir,  this  is  not  a 
question  of  the  individual  who  drinks  the  malt. 
But  if  the  hon.  member  for  Annapolis  does  not 
drink  the  maii,  does  he  not  grow  the  barley'? 

There  must  be  a peculiar  atmosphere  in  An- 
napolis, I should  like  to  hear  the  hon.  gentle- 
man addressing  his  constituents  on  bread  and 
cneese,  or  bacon  and  cabbage,  or  tea  and  coffee. 
Sir,  he  cannot ; he  must  have  a little  cider,  if 
nothing  stronger,  otherwise  there  would  be  no 
speculation  in  his  eyes  or  revelation  in  his 
brain — nothing  but  a hard  lump  in  his  stomach. 
Only  think  of  a little  cider,  or  something  stronger, 
pouring  through  a thousand  gills  down  the 
throats  and  up  the  brains  of  acres  of  dull  intel- 
lect clothing  it  with  a verdure  not  its  own. 

Sir,  this  is  a choice  occasion  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  city  of  Halifax.  I assert,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  ii  is  one  of  the  quietest  and 
most  orderly  cities  on  this  continent.  I have 
t avelled  a great  deal,  and  I have  not  seen  a 
more  sober,  orderly,  and  better  behaved  people 
anywhere.  Contrast  the  city  with  the  country, 
and  what  do  you  find  * Why,  in  the  country 
they  cannot  get  up  a cattle  show — exhibit  their 
grains,  cereals  or  fruits,  without  having  the 
most  disorderly  spectacle.  Ask  the  hon.  gentle- 
men opposite  what  wag  iso  be  seen  in  the  middle 
of  the  fair  in  an  agricultural  county,  f a 
scene  of  dissipation  I never  witnessed.  Ezl  sir,  I 
can  tell  you  of  another.  A few  ymi  ago  I 
went  with  a number  of  gentlemen  to  "Windsor 
t©  meet  tho  Boat  from  8t.  John,  and  fake  pas- 
sage in  her.  It  was  oi?  i Saturday,  and  the 
boat  was  not  expected  12  o’clock.  We, 

were  sitting  quietly  i:  room,  at  8 o’cb 

suddenly  there  aro&i  & cmendous  clame  r * 
went  out  into  the  ha’ii,  the  street  door  ws?  i v 
in  with  a crash,  whe^.  in  rushed  ten  or  £ 
young  men,  with  sticks  and  fire  aim*,  f.r  tag 
the  hotelkeeper  and  servants  do  we  t 3. — 

when  they  rallied  and  returned  with  sticks, 
tongs,  and  pokers.  The  fight  commenced  and 
lasted  till  12  o’clock, — the  hotel  was  taken  and 
retaken  several  times,  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands,  who  was  one  of  our  company, 
lost  the  tail  of  his  dress-coat.  The  Boat,  how- 
ever arrived  at  12  o'clock,  and  when  the  crew 
•amt  ashore,  tho  enemy  retreated,  Talk,  sir, 


of  the  City  of  Halifax  after  that!  We  never 
have  anything  in  this  city  but  sobriety,  order, 
end  decorum,  except  when  the  House  is  in  ses- 
sion. Who  is  he  that  can  keep  Ir  m being  intoxi- 
cated with  such  powerful  eloquence  as  is  poured 
forth  from  day  to  day  in  this  Houue  1 What  a 
happin  ss  it  will  be  for  the  citizens  to  have  us 
relieved  from  our  labors  as  soon  as  possible  ! 

After  some  further  remarks  on  the  subject 
from  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Longley,  Hon.  Attor- 
ney General  proposed  to  adopt  an  amendment  to 
the  effect — That  the  City  Council  shall  have 
power  to  make  rules  for  the  sale  ot  spirituous 
liquors  in  the  city  of  Halifax,  under  such  pen  l- 
ties  as  they  may  deem  proper,  but  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  amendment  proscribed  by  law. 

Mr.  Longley  did  not  approve  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  proposed  another,  more  in  accordance 
with  his  views. 

Hon.  Mr  Johnston  thought  his  amendment 
would  arrive  at  the  same  object  his  hon.  friend 
wished  to  attain.  On  a division  Hon.  Attorney 
General’s  motion  was  carried  by  9 to  16. 

AJTEENOON  SESSION. 

Thu  House  resumed  at  three  o'cloek. 

Mr  Longley  reported  up  from  the  Commit 
tee  on  the  Railway,  in  favor  of  certain  claims. 

Mr.  Pa uk ee  presented  a petition  in  reference 
to  some  damages  sustained  on  the  Railway, 
which  it  was  understood  should  have  been 
handed  to  the  Chairman  of  Railways. 

The  House  then  went  into  Commitiee  on  the 
Agricultural  Bill,  and  considerable  conversation 
took  place  a*  respects  the  construction  of  the 
Central  Board,  but  no  definite  result  appeared 
to  be  arrived  at.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Octo- 
ber meetings  shall  be  held  alternately  at  Wind  - 
sor  and  Truro.  All  the  clauses  were  read  over, 
but  the  bill  was  still  left  in  Committee  for  the 
present. 

The  following  bills'wererthen  'passed  : To  le- 
galize jury  panels  ; to  change  the  name  of  Lit- 
tle River,  in  the  Countv  of  Antigonishe  ; to 
postpone  the  Sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
certain  counties ; to  amend  the  act  authorizing 
a Loan  for  the  erection  of  a County  Court 
House  in  Halifax. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Fbiday,  April  18,  1864. 
House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

Mr.  Locke  introduced  a bill  relating  to  As- 
cessment  Rolls  in  the  county  of  Shelburne 
Tb?  House  wen?  into  committee  on  Bills,  and 
passed  the  following  bills  : — 

“ Ot  Estates  Tail,”  as  amended.  The  amend- 
ment provides  that  ad  estates  tail  on  which  no 
valid  remainder  is  limited,  are  avoidt  d. 

'*  Of  fcllU  of  real  and  personal  estate.” 

“ Of  ;;  ; :?nancy  and  tenancy  in  common.” 
“ Of  tat  sr '3  ot  lands  under  foreclosure  of 
mortgage." 

“Of  e7id»no®,>’M.  the  proof  of  written  docu- 

JE"£ntE.”  ' 

in  s.hitf  latter  act  the  Hon.  Att’y.  Gen'l.  pro- 
posed an  important  amendment  in  reference  to 
the  law  allowing  parties  to  be  witnesses  in  their 
own  causes.  The  substance  of  it  is  to  prevent 
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executors  and  administrators  in  eases  where  the 
transacti  n is  solely  within  the  knowledge  of 
themselres  and  the  deceased,  to  substantiate 
their  case  solely  by  their  own  evidence.  The 
rest  of  the  bill  passed  with  some  slight  altera- 
tions. 

Then  the  committee  adjourned,  and  the  House 
adjourned  until  8 o’clock. 

AETERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  at  8 o’clock. 

, Mr.  James  McDonald,  Chairman  of  Private 
Bill  Committee,  reported  up  a bill  ’o  amend  the 
act  incorporating  a Presbyterian  Church  in 
Cape  Breton.* 

Mr.  Bourinot  asked  whether  it  was  tho  In- 
tention of  the  Government  to  have  a Geologi- 
cal Survey  of  the  Province  during  the  present 
year.  In  view  of  the  development  of  our  mine- 
ral resources  such  a measure  was  in  his  opinion 
most  desirable. 

<Bon.  Proy.  Sec.  replied: — When  I visited 
Canada  last  summer,  I had  an  opportunity  of 
conferring  at  some  length  with  Sir  William 
Logan  on  the  subject,  and  I found  that  he  was 
quite  willing,  without  any  remuneration,  to  give 
his  assistance  in  such  a survey.  I had  hoped 
that  a staff  could  have  been  organized  to  carry 
out  our  wishes,  but  I found  on  further  informa- 
tion that  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  we  could 
do  so.  We  have  also  thought  whether  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  have  such  a suryey  made, 
distinct  from  that  of  Canada,  which  has  been  so 
ably  conducted  for  some  years  by  the  gentleman 
alluded  to  The  Government  have  therefore 
come  to  the  conclusion  not  to  ask  the  Legisla- 
ture this  year  for  authority  10  organize  this  staff, 
but  to  endeavor  to  collect  such  further  informati- 
on as  will  enable  them  to  place  the  whole  question 
more  satisfactorily  under  the  consideration  of 
this  Legislature  at  its  next  session.  The  bill 
which  is  now  on  the  table  relating  to  Mines, 
provides  for  the  inspection  of  Mines,  and  it  is 
intended  to  get  a gentleman  from  abroad  who 
will  be  thoroughly  qualified  f r his  office,  and 
able  very  likely  to  be  of  considerable  assistance 
in  case  a survey  is  decided  upon. 

Dr.  Slocumb  laid  on  the  table  a large  number 
of  very  beautiful  specimens  of  Gold-bearing 
Quartz  which  attracted  considerable  encomiums 
from  those  who  inspected  them.  He  had  stated 
that  they  were  taken  from  that  much  abused 
locality,  the  “ Ovens,”  anu  were  by  no  means  of 
the  largest  character,  but  were  selected  because 
tb.-y  exhibited  very  clearly  the  natural  distri- 
bution of  gold  throughout  as  taken  by  tbe  miner 
from  the  pit  or  quarry. 

The  Proy.  Siso’t  raid  that  the  hon.  gem  Io- 
nian had  taken  e ;y  effectual  means  of  disa- 
b . 4T  the  Hou&.  of  the  impression  that  gold 
was  n t to  be  found  in  remunerative  quantities 
at  the  “Ovens/’  The  specimens  he  had 
brought  forward  * are  of  an  exceedingly  inter- 
esting character,  a:»  > afforded  reason  for  hoping 
that  tbe  “ Ovens”  would  be  eventually  a pro- 
. _ ire  gold  field. 

Dr.  Slocumb.  in  reply  to  a question  put  by 
tbe  gentleman  just  named,  stated  that  there 
were  a variety  of  reasons  which  had  led  to  the 
“ Oven*”  being  despised.  One  reason  was  the 
mode  in  which  tbe  " Ovens”  diggings  were  laid 


off  at  the  commencement.  It  wag  well  knovn 
that  areas  of  from  80  to  88  feet  only  were  first 
laid  off,  and  a large  number  ot  these  w ere  quick- 
ly taken  up.  Subsequently  they  were  incr  as- 
ed  to  three  quarters  of  an  acre.  These  were 
taken  up  by  individuals  who  had  little  or  no 
capital,  and  who  eventually  were  obliged  to 
give  them  up  in  despair.  They  commenced  in 
a most  unscientific  w ay,  and  carried  on  a trench 
ing  system  which  was  found  in  the  end  most 
ruinous.  Th  n he  might  add  as  another 
reason  the  high  price  which  was  placed  upon 
the  private  lands,  and  the  difficulties  that  con- 
stantly arose  between  the  proprietors  and  the  mi- 
ners. Consequently  the  whole  of  the  “ Ovens” 
had  got  as  it  were  into  disrepute,  and  the  im 
pression  had  gone  abroad  that  the  diggings 
were  unproductive.  He  was  certain  that  sue  • 
cessful  mining  could  be  carried  on  with  sufiP 
cient  capital.  So  far  there  had  been  no  attempt 
at  anything  like  scientific  mining.  Dr.  Slocumb 
also  stated  that  difficulties  had  arisen  from  the 
fact  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Ovens” 
there  were  a multiplicity  of  mineral  substances 
which  had  a strong  affinity  with  mercury.  That 
was  a reason  why  the  amalgamating  could  not 
take  up  a large  amount  of  gold  which  might  be 
in  the  rock.  He  himself,  by  a process  known 
to  himself,  had  been  able  to  take  out  nearly 
double  the  quantit}'  that  had  been  taken  by  ahy 
one  else.  He  also  mentioned  that  the  veins 
ranged  from  one  to  six  inches  thick-increasing 
as  they  went  downwards. 

Hon.  Dr.  Tupper  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an 
Equity  Judge,  but  subsequently  withdrew  his 
motion  at  the  request  of  Mr  Archibald  who  said 
he  would  not  be  prepared  to  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject until  to-morrow.  The  Prov.  Sec’y  on  this 
occasion,  stated  most  emphatically  ihafi  the 
statement  of  the  Chronicle  that  it  was  contem- 
plated previous  to  the  last  general  eiecjion  to 
bring  in  such  a measure  was  an  entire  fab  ica- 
tion.  As  far  as  he  knew,  no  two  gentl  men  in 
the  Conservative  party  had  conferred  together 
upon  the  subject.  He  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  finding  that  the  contemplated  measure  gave 
very  general  satisfaction  in  all  quarters  outside, 
and  especially  to  members  ol  the  legal  profes- 
sion. 

He  also  referred  to  the  fact  that  previous  to 
the  bill  being  introduced  a paper  in  thD  city, 
published-  by  the  late  Queen’s  Printer — who 
could  not  be  supposed  to  be  very  friendly  dis- 
posed towards  the  Government — delineated  the 
whole  scheme  that  was  now  before  the  House, 
and  advocated  it  on  the  ground  that  it  was  re- 
quired by  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Ross,  a special  Commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  prepare  the  road  scale  for 
his  county. 

The  Hoose  then  went  into  committee  on  bills 
and  took  up  the  Mines  and  Minerals  Bill,  and 
the  clause  referring  to  forfeiture  of  leases  caused 
some  discussion.  Mr.  Archibald  stated  that 
the  act  of  last  session  did  not  give  the  Gold 
Commissioner  the  absolute  power  of  declaring 
forfeiture  in  all  eases.  He  was  restricted  to 
very  particular  cases — was,  in  fact,  prevented 
from  acting  in  any  case  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Governor  in  Council.  His  first  act  was  to 
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report  from  time  to  time  to  Hia  Excellency  all 
casea  of  alleged  forfeiture ; therefore,  before  any 
lease  could  be  forfeited  at  all,  he  had  to  report 
it  to  the  Governor  in  Council,  who  would  direct 
what  proceedings  were  to  be  taken.  I f it  was  a 
matter  not  cognizable  by  the  Gold  Commission- 
er, the  Governor  in  Council  might  direct  the 
proceedings  which  should  be  taken,  but  if  it 
came  within  the  cases  which  were  intended  to 
come  within  the  provisions  of  the  act,  then  the 
proceedings  were  to  be  taken  before  the  officer 
in  question.  If  this  were  the  law — and  he  con- 
tended it  was— not  a single  step  could  be  taken 
until  the  course  he  mentioned  was  adopted.  Be 
was  strongly  inclined  to  think  that  the  Gold 
Commissioner,  in  exercising  his  discretion,  had 
acted  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  though'he  did  not 
mean  to  say  he  did  so  with  any  wrong  inten- 
tions. That  officer  should,  he  argued,  have 
first  consulted  the  Crown  Officers  before  taking 
the  course  which  it  was  known  he  had  taken. 
He  doubted  very  much  whether  there  was  any 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions  where  leases  of 
this  kind  were  granted,  in  which  a subor  n in  ate 
officer  without  authority  could  take  any  part  of 
that  property  and  hand  it  over  to  another. 

Hon.  Proy.  Seo.  said  the  officer  of  the  late 
Government  did  it  again  and  again,  when  the 
leases  became  forfeited. 

Hon.  Solicitor  General  said  that  the  pre- 
sent Gold  Commissioner,  in  the  course  he  had 
pursued,  had  only  followed  the  system  of  his 
redecessor.  The  difficulties,  however,  that 
ad  arisen  in  the  past  would  be  prevented 
henceforth  he  hoped  by  the  provisions  of  the 
new  law.  He  argued  that  the  Gold  Commis- 
sioner had  acted  in  accordance  with  the  law . 
and  read  some  papers  to  show  that  he  had  fol- 
lowed the  practice  of  his  predecessor.  He  wish- 
ed to  know  if  the  Governor  in  Council  had  con- 
sidered one  of  these  cases  which  had  been  dealt 
with  by  the  late  Commissioner.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  wi  hed  to  know  why  com- 
plaints should  he  made  against  the  present  gen- 
tleman in  charge  of  our  gold  mines.  It  any 
wrong  had  been  done,  where  did  it  originate  ? 
Not  with  the  present  Commissioner. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  he  would  like  to  see 
the  returns  of  the  leas  5 s forfeited  by  the  late 
Commissioner. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen’l.  said  of  all  the  forfeitures 
declared  by  the  late  officer,  there  was  not  the 
•lightest  record  of  any  one  of  them  having  been 
first  reported  to  the  Governor  in  Council. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  this  was  a matter  under  the 
consideration  of  a committee  of  the  House,  and 
could  not  be  discussed  with  propriety  at  that 
time. 

The  subject  then  dropped,  and  the  rest  of  the 
bill  relating  to  gold  mines  passed.  The  com- 
mittee then  rose  and  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  till  the  next  day,  at 
11  o’clock. 


Saturday,  April  16. 
bill  for  the  appointment  of  an  equity 

JUDGE. 

The  House  met  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Hob.  Pro.  Sue.  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Equity  Bill,  and  in  doing  so  stated  that  it 


was  riot  the  intention  of  the  government  to 
increase  the  number  of  Judges.  The  provision 
of  an  additional  Judge  was  only  made  to  meet 
the  existing  emergency  caused  by  the  express- 
ed  inability  of  Judge  Bli-s  to  perform  all  thedu  I 
ties  entrusted  to  him. 

SPEECH  OF  MR  ARCHIBALD. 

Mr.  Archibald  then  rose  and  spoke  substan- 
tially as  follows : — I must  confess  that  the  an- 
nouncement just  made  by  the  Provincial  Secre- 
tary has  taken  me  by  surprise,  and  removes 
some  portion  of  the  objections  which  I would 
otherwise  have  to  the  bill.  I would  consider  the 
permanent  entailment  of  an  office  of  £800  a year, 
which  represents  a large  capital,  a very  serious 
thing  as  compared  with  an  appointment  for  the 
life  of  any  one  gentlem  n.  Although  I consi-j 
der  one  objectionable  feature  has  been  removed, 
still  I feel  it  is  right  for  me  to  ask  the  attention 
of  this  House  for  a few  moments  to  ascertain 
whether  they  believe,  under  all  the  circumstan- 
ces, th  s is  a bill  which  ought  to  pass  the  House.  I 
I had  not  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  hon. 
gentleman  when  he  introduced  this  bill  some 
days  ago,  but  I presume  I may  take  the  reasons 
urged  in  the  or,  an  of  the  government  as  those 
assigned  by  him  why  this  step  is  ne^essay.  It 
is  stated  that  this  bill  has  arisen  from  the  fact  ot 
Judge  Bliss  having  announced  to  the  government 
his  inability  to  continue  his  duties  with  the 
vigour  which  formerly  characterized  him,  and 
it  therefore  became  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
emergency.  The  Provincial  Secretary  has  fur- 
ther stated  that  no  two  gentlemen  b longing  to 
the  party  before  the  last  general  election  enter- 
tained the  idea  of  introducing  a bill  of  this  kind ; 
and  if  this  be  so,  I must  say  it  is  one  of  those 
events  which  sometimes  happen,  and  which  if 
they  are  not  miracles, are  exceedingly  unaccoun- 
table. 

I will  now  call  your  attention  to  the  facts  as 
stated  in  the  Press.  On  the  16th  May  last  the 
announcement  was  made  in  the  Morning  Chro> 
nicle,  “ if  the  Opposition  succeed  at  the  election, 
we  have  it  upon  authority  upon  which  we  can 
rely,  that  the  intention  among  other  things  is  to 
provide  a place  and  salary  for  Mr.  Johnston, 
who  is  to  be  saddled  upon  Nova  Scotia  for  life,  at 
a salary  of  $3,200  per  annum,  as  an  Equity 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court."  It  is  a curious 
thing  that  on  the  16th  May,  1863,  a gentleman 
belonging  to  another  party  in  this  Province  had 
such  remarkable  sagacity  that  he  had  foretold 
that  at  this  sitting  of  the  Legislature  not  only 
was  such  a measure  to  be  introduced,  but  aho 
predicted  the  very  amount  of  salary  to  be  given. 
This  argues  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  who 
conducts  the  Morning  Chronicle  such  an  amount 
of  sagacity  and  actual  prophetic  power,  that  I 
have  no  doubt  when  the  Provincial  Secretary 
tells  us,  as  he  will,  that  no  intention  existed  at 
the  time  to  create  sueh  an  office,  will  compel  us 
all  to  exfclaim,  in  language  formerly  applied  to 
the  father  of  one  of  the  same  name — “ Is  Jona- 
than among  the  Prophets  ?"  The  Provincial  Sec. 
has  proved  that  this  gentleman  is  not  only  saga- 
cious but  is  inspired  with  a prophetic  power  of 
not  only  telling  what  his  own  party  would  do 
on  a given  contingency,  but  of  telling  what  hia 
opponents  would  do,  giving  the  very  features 
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and  lineaments  of  the  bantling  that  is  to  proceed 
from  the  loins  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  — 
The  Prov.  Secy,  declares  that  no  suqh  measure 
ever  entered  into  the  mind  of  gentlemen  of  the 
then  opposition.  The  reply  whieh  comes  out 
on  the  19th  May  gives  evidence  of  parentage  so 
strong  that  I think  we  see  upon  the  very  linea- 
ments  of  the  child  the  proof  of  its  paternity.  The 
Colonist  of  that  date  says  : “ We  warn  the  peo- 
ple against  false  issues  ” So  little  did  the  hon 
gentleman  then  consider  Jonathan  among  the 
prophets,  that  he  calls  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple to  the  falsity  of  this  remarkable  prophecy  : 
“ One  of  the  most  atrocious  of  these  fabrications 
of  McCully  appears  in  the  Chronicle  of  Saturday 
last,  wherein  he  gives  as  an  item  of  the  policy 
pf  the  opposition  that  in  the  anticipated  change 
of  government,  Mr.  Johnston  is  to  be  made  a 
judge  of  equity.  This  is  the  first  we  ever  heard 
of  it ; this  is  the  first  that  was  ever  heard  of  it 
by  any  man  in  Nova  Scotia  ; — in  short,  the  idea 
is  the  creation  of  the  writer’s,  and  is  as  false  as 
the  heart  of  Jonathan  McCully  itself.”  Has 
anybody  a doubt  of  the  parentage  of  such  a 
production  ? It  bears  the  lineaments  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  so  strikingly,  that,  although  it  may 
not  have  been  produced  in  lawful  marriage,  no 
doubt  of  the  father  can  exist.  “ With  this  con- 
tradiction on  our  part,”  continues  the  Colonist, 
" we  feel  quite  assured  that  every  elector  in 
this  Province  will  esteem  this  statement  in  the 
Chronicte  at  its  true  value — as  an  unmanly, 
sneaking,  electioneering  dodge -a  groundless 
falsehood,  coined,  without  adulteration,  out  of 
the  dark,  mischief-making  materials  which  teem 
in  the  brain  of  Jonathan  McCully.” 

This  goes  to  the  hustings  at  the  general  elec- 
tion as  a proof  of  the  horrible  enormities  to 
which  the  press  then  supporting  the  govern- 
ment were  resorting.  Why  was  it  character- 
ized as  a mere  electioneering  dodge — and  scouted 
as  a monstrous  falsehood  ? Was  it  not  because  he 
felt  that  if  any  such  statement  had  been  promul- 
gated on  the  hustings,  the  supporters  of  the 
A tty.  Gen.  would  have  scouted  it  with  indigna- 
tion as  one  of  those  things  that  could  only  he 
conce  ved  in  the  horrible  mischief  making  brain 
of  Mr.  McCully.  Now  that  atrocious  falsehood — 
that  thing  which  could  only  exist  wh&'e  falsehood 
exists—  comes  from  what  brain  1 From  that  of 
the  Government  of  which  the  hon.  Provincial 
Secretary  is  a member-  If  it  is  atrocious  when 
^springing  from  the  brain  of  McCully,  what  is  it 
when  from  the  brain  of  the  Proviucial  Secre- 
tary ? 

Let  me  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
ijjjtor  a few  moments  to  th  history  of  the  court, 
land  the  reason  and  necessity  that  exist  for  this 
■bill.  If  there  be  any  necessity  for  it,  then  the 
■Provincial  Secretary  has  a case  to  submit  to  the 
[■House.  From  the  first  settlement  of  this  coun- 
■try  up  to  Iri55  we  had  two  distinct  classes  of 
■eases  of  which  jurisdiction  was  had  in  two  se- 
parate courts.  We  derived  this  notion  entirely 
l>rom  the  Parent  State,  where  it  bad  grown  up 
jfrom  rerheip  times,  and  had  engrafted  itself 
jupon  the  legal  minds  of  the  country. 
There  is  no  co  ntry  in  the  world,  except  Eng- 
land,  where  a party  having  a right  to  go  into 
a court  and  to  prevail  because  his  cause  is  right, 
.8  placed  in  this  position : that  although  the  case 


is  Juit  and  he  ought  to  sucoeed,  yet  because  he 
has  not  gone  into  the  right  Court  he  may  fail  in 
a right  case.  This  Btate  of  thing*  which  has 
grown  up  is  entirely  artificial  in  its  character. 
What  is  the  abstract  idea  of  a Court  of  Justice  ? 
Is  it  not  that  it  should  be  a tribunal  where  a 
person  having  a righteous  cause  should  go  in 
and  enforce  that  right  1 But  e rly  in  the  history 
of  this  Province,  in  accordance  with  the  prac- 
tice that  had  grown  up  in  England,  it  might  oc- 
cur that  a person  went  into  a Court  of  Justice 
with  a just  case,  and  was  turned  out  as  if  he  had 
been  in  the  wrong,  because  he  went  into  the 
wrong  Court.  From  an  early  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  country,  an  appreciation  of  this  ab- 
surdity began,  and  the  feeling  of  its  unsuitable - 
ness  to  our  circumstances  grew  till  it  culmina- 
ted in  1855  At  first  cur  Equity  Court  was  pre- 
sided over  by  the  Governor  as  Chancellor, who, 
with  on  3 or  two  Judges,  heard  causes  coming 
within  the  equity  jurisdiction.  In  1826  a Mas- 
ter of  the  Roils  was  appointed  for  this  class  of 
cases,  who  was  the  responsible  head  of  the 
Court,  with  a salyv  of  £600  per  annum,  and 
who  presided  over  it  up  to  the  year  1855  In 
1855,  after  the  matter  had  been  brought  before 
the  Legislature, — after  the  attention  of  the 
people  had  been  called  to  the  anomaly  of  two 
separate  Courts  of  Justice — it  was  felt  that  the 
time  had  come  when  it  was  necessary  to  strike 
down  these  artificial  di  Unctions  and  introduce 
a tribunal  which  should  have  a single  juri  dic- 
tion, and  to  which  any  litigant  having  a just 
cause  had  a right  to  resort  and  to  obtain  a deci- 
sion according  to  the  justne  s of  his  case.  The 
two  Courts  were  then  amalgamated,  and  we  ob- 
tained the  right  to  try  all  cases,  whether  of  legal 
or  equitable  jurisdiction,  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

I am  free  to  confess  that  at  the  time  this  step 
w as  taken  a great  many  difficulties  were  antici- 
pated m bringing  the  new  machinery  to  work 
f eely ; and  I believe  the  Judges  themselves 
who  were  on  the  bench  at  the  time  had  their 
doubts  how  far  they  would  be  able  to  adapt 
themselves  to  the  new  principles  entrusted  to 
them.  Gradually  these  principles  have  become 
familiar,  and  now  the  system  has  so  adapted  it* 
self  to  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  that  it 
is,  I believe,  the  opinion  not  only  of  tbe  Crown 
officers  themselves  but  of  the  very  Judges  who 
were  at  first  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  this 
change,  that  we  have  now  a system  more  per- 
fect, more  suitable  to  public  necessities  than  any 
that  exists  in  any  other  part  of  Her  Majesty5# 
dominions.  The  bill  passed  through  the  House 
of  Assembly  without  any  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  principle  of  amalgamation. 

The  Atty.  General.,  the  same  gentleman  who 
is  now  at  the  head  of  the  government,  sustain- 
ed the  principle  of  it.  He  felt  that  i was  absurd 
to  carry  out  here  the  artificial  distinctions  that 
existed  in  the  mother  country,  and  that  in  adopt- 
ing the  new  system  we  were  adopting  that  which 
would  be  more  suitable  to  our  peculiar  circum- 
stances. 

I have  had  some  curiosity  in  looking  back  at 
the  legislation  on  this  subject,  to  see  what  opin- 
ions were  entertained  in  regard  to  this  bill  when 
it  eame  under  consideration  in  1855.  When  I 
find  after  this  bill  has  been  in  operation  for  nine 
yesrs,  and  the  machinery  is  working  satisfaoto* 
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rily,  that  the  Attorney  General  allows  a mea 
sure  to  be  introduced  for  the  appointment  of 
two  Chief  Justices,  I ask  what  did  the  same 
gentleman  do  in  1855.  When  this  bill  was  pass- 
ing the  hon.  gentleman  voted  lor  a resolution 
moved  by  Mr,  Wilkins  to  this  effect : Where- 

as the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  equal 
in  authority,  and  exercise  the  same  func  ions, 
and  the  title  of  the  Chief  Justice  is  nothing  more 
than  an  honorary  title,  and  is  jo  a certain  extent 
calculated  to  become  offensive  and  invidious, 
and  on  that  account  ought  to  be  abolished;  And 
whereas,  there  is  no  reason  why  in  the  case  of 
public  servants,  each  performing  the  same  duty, 
one  of  them  should  receive  a much  larger  sala- 
ry, and  £700  currency  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
House,  a sufficient  remuneration  for  the  ser- 
vices of  a Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court;  There • 
fore  Resolved — when  a vacancy  shall  occur  in  the 
bench,  by  the  retirement  of  Chief  Justice  Hali- 
burton,  the  title  and  distinction  of  Chief  Justice 
shall  cease,  and  the  person  appointed  shall  re- 
ceive an  annual  salary  of  £700  currency,  and  no 
more,  and  the  Judges  hereafter  to  be  appointed 
shall  receive  that  amount  of  sal^y,  and  no 
more.” 

I am  sorry  for  the  character  oi  this  country 
that  this  resolution  is  on  the  journals  of  this 
house.  For  in  future  times  it  will  stand  side  by 
side  with  this  bill.  Two  years  afterwards  the 
hon.  gentleman  came  into  power  and  we  heard 
nothing  of  his  resolution, — although  in  1855,  he 
had  declared  there  was  no  necessity  for  a Chief 
Justice,  yet  in  1857,  when  power  came  into  his 
hands,  he  took  no  steps  to  carry  out  his  belief.  In 
1860  he  goes  out  of  power,  and  when  he  returns  in 
1864  he  declares  not  only  that  there  is  need  of 
two  Chief  Justices  in  a court  where  he  formerly 
thought  one  too  many,  but  also  that  a salary  of 
£70©  a year  is  too  small,  though  but  two  years  had 
elapsed  since  he  had  declared  £600  sufficient  for 
a Judge.  I should  have  refrained  from  making 
a personal  allusion  in  this  debate,  but  when  I find 
sn  the  organ  of  the  present  Government  published 
this  morning  an  article  extracted  from  another  pa- 
per, giving  an  outline  of  and  arguing  for  this  bill, 
and  see  there  a statement  that  it  is  intended  to 
appoint  the  Attorney  General  to  the  office,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  it  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  pro- 
viding a pension  for  the  hon.  leader  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I am  more  satisfied  of  that  from  the 
announcement  made  to-day. 

The  Provincial  Secretary,  feeling  the  force  of 
the  argument  against  this  bill,  if  it  was  to  place 
upon  the  statute  book  & law  which  rendered  it 
necessar;  fc  fake  £800  a year  from  the  finances 
of  this  country  for  all  time  to  come,  comes  in 
and  quietly  announces  to  this  House  that  it  is  not 
intended  to  make  the  office  perpetual — that  it  is 
©sly  intended  to  have  five  judges  after  a vacancy 
shall  ocour.  This  is  precisely  what  the  paper 
•which  has  been  quoted  by  the  Government  organ 
this  morning  has  delineated.  I do  feely  admit 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  leads  the  Govern- 
ment, and  who  has  devoted  so  much  time  to  the 
services  of  the  country  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  is  entitled  to  anything  his  party  can  legiti- 
mately give  him.  Had  he  years  ago,  when  he 
had  it  in  his  power,  ascended  the  Equity  Bench, 
and  assumed  the  position  of  Master  of  the  Rolls— 


an  office  for  which  then  as  now  he  was  well- 
qualified — he  would  have  done  so  with  the  entire 
aisent  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia.  I am 
sure  that  if  there  is  any  position  to  which  he  can 
legitimately  be  promoted,  and  thereby  obtain  that 
otium  cum  dignitate  which  is  desirable  to  men 
after  a long  publio  career,  no  people  in  this 
oountry  will  say  he  is  not  entitled  to  it.  But  are 
his  party,  because  he  is  entitled  to  their  grati- 
tude, and  is  worthy  of  any  position  they  can 
justly  give  him,  to  come  in  here  and  introduce 
an  act  of  such  personal  legislation  as  the  one 
now  before  us. 

If  the  ofcly  object  in  view  is  to  give  assistance 
to  the  Supreme  Court — to  afford  an  equitable 
mind  to  that  tribunal,  and  the  bill  is  not  for  tue 
purpose  of  providing  a position  for  the  Attorney 
General,  I can  suggest  a mode  by  which  this  can 
be  done  in  a far  more  legitimate  manner.  All  the 
Attorney  General  has  to  do  is  to  adopt  his  own 
resolution,  and  transfer  the  late  Master  of  the 
Rolls  to  the  Supreme  Court.  We  are  now  paying 
that  officer  a pension  of  £400  a year.  By  placing 
him  in  the  Supreme  Court,  wa  would  only  have 
to  increase  his  salary  £300.  Here  you  would 
have  a far  more  economical  mode  of  meeting  the 
emergency  that  is  now  said  to  exist.  It  is  not 
needful  for  me  to  say  anything  of  the  ability  and 
peculiar  qualifications  of  the  hon.  gentleman  in 
question  to  fill  the  position.  The  hon.  Attorney 
General  has  himself  described  in  most  compli- 
mentary terms  the  fitness  which  a practice  from 
’46  to  ’65  on  the  Equity  Bench  had  given  to  that 
gentleman  for  the  discharge  of  his  office,  when  he 
moved  the  resolution  to  transfer  him  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  along  with  the  business  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  Therefore,  without  derogating  at 
ail  from  the  powers  and  ability  of  the  hon.  Attor- 
ney General,  he  himself  will  not  undertake  to  say 
that  nine  years’  devotion  to  the  business  of  Equity 
from  1846  to  1855,  has  not  prepared  that  gen- 
tleman for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  proposed 
by  the  bill,  as  efficiently  as  the  leader  of  the  Go- 
vernment himself  could  perform  them. 

When  the  bill  in  1855  was  being  passed,  great 
objections  were  made,  as  the  House  would  recol- 
lect, to  the  transfer  of  so  large  an  amount  of  equi- 
ty business  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  it  was 
urged  that  the  effect  would  be  to  clog  the  entire 
machinery  of  that  court.  An  application  was 
made  for  a return  of  all  the  equitable  casts 
brought  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  from  1851 
to  1855,  and  many  of  the  older  members  will  per- 
haps remember  the  return  that  came  in,  showing 
the  amount  of  business  done  by  the  court.  By- 
turning  to  the  Journals  of  1856,  page  145,  of 
the  appendix,  you  will  find  the  entire  list  of 
cases  that  for  four  years  before  the  transfer  of 
the  jurisdiction  was  transacted  in  the  court  ; 
and  what  do  they  amount  to?  With  ths 
exception  of  foreclosure  cases  which  are  mere 
matters  of  routine,  the  entire  equity  business 
amounted  to  twenty,  cases  ; that  is  to  say,  there 
was  an  average  of  five  cases  a year.  There- 
fore in  the  transfer,  all  the  additional  business 
that  was  thrown  into  the  common  Law  Courts, 
was  five  cases  a year,  excepting  those  relating  to 
foreclosure  of  mortgages.  I should  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly glad  when  this  bill  was  brought  before 
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the  house  to  have  had  laid  on  the  table  an  accu- 
rate rpturn  of  the  number  of  equity  suits  that 
have  been  tried  during  the  last  three  or  tour 
y*>ars  in  order  to  see  to  whnt.  extent  a Judge  in 
Equity  is  n"ce*s>»ry  but  the  bill  w»s  only  intro- 
duced on  Tuesday,  and  was  not  published  till 
Tnursday  On  Friday  its  second  reading  was 
moved,  and  was  only  postponed  at  my  special  re- 
ouest,  in  ur-br  to  enable  me  to  make  some  < n- 
quiri^s  in  connection  with  ’he  subject,.  1 regret 
tern  'he  short  time  allowed  me,  has  prevented 
me  obtaining  uffi  • al  returns  of  the  num- 

ber of  Equity  cases  in  the  Supreme  fourt 
fur  the  last  bree  years,  bur  I have  talked  the 
cutter  ov.r  wit!*  a gentWuau  of  the  bar  who 
is  extensively  acquainted  vi  h the  business  ‘f  the 
Court,  and  he  has  given  me  the  assurance  that 
the  paper  which  I hold  in  inv  haul  contains  a 
euitement  on  wtreh  1 taiy  rely,  of  the  amount 
of  Equitab  e business  that  is  dune  at  the  Supreme 
Court.  Tnia  statement  [ shall  place  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Attorney  G neral,  who  will  be  able 
tu  Correct  it  if  it  is  wrong  On  the  faith  of  this 
statement,  which  comes  fr<  tn  urquestionable 
authority — from  a gentleman  who  has  taken 
notes  of  most  of  the  ca-es — it  appears  that  the 
number  of  Equitable  ceuses  heard  and  decided  in 
the  Provirc^  in  1881  were  2 ; in  1862,  6,  and  in 
1863,  3.  Therefore,  in  the  three  years  last  past 
the  amount  of  Equity  business  has  only  reached 
ten  cases,  or  an  average  of  a little  over  three  a 
year.  And  for  the  purpose  of  trying  three  causes 
we  are  going  to  saddle  this  Province  with  a salary 
of  eight  hundred  pounds  a year.  Now,  I ask  is 
that  right?  But  I am  told  in  addition  to  the 
Equitable  causes  a certain  number  of  Probate 
Appeals  will  come  before  the  t ourt.  N >w  I fiod 
from  the  same  statement  that  there  were  of  such 
ca»*  s in  1861,  2 ; in  1862,  7,  and  in  1863,  none 
at  alt.  Therefore,  m the  past  three  years  there 
were  niim  cases  of  this  character  which  came  be- 
foi  e't  he  Supreme  Court  for  decision — or  three  a 
ye*r.  Therefore,  adding  these  to  the  Equitable 
causes,  }nu  have  only  an  average  of  six  per  year, 
and  to  have  these  argued  and  decided  you  aie  go- 
ing to  pay  $3200,  or  over  $500  ror  each. 

I am  ahftuuiing  that  the  work  of  the  new  judge 
is  required  s’oiply  foi  ibe  disposal  of  that  buai- 
neffl.  But  L go  further  and  slate  that  it  is  my 
belief  thvt  there  is  fotce  enough  on  the  Bjnch  to 
do  the  entire  business  that  devolves  on  the  Judici- 
ary, still  leaving  a large  amount  of  leisure  in  the 
possession  of  the  judgrs.  1 can  only  npesk  from 
facta  open  to  every  gentleman — from  the  number 
of  judges  and  the  knowledge  of  the  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  them  ; and  1 regiet  that  [ have  not 
brou  at-le  attain,  in  consequence  of  the  buste  with 
which  ’be  lion  Provincial  Score  ary  has  piest-td 
fui‘«aid  this  measure,  to  calculate  with  eiiiiie  ac- 
curacy a matter  which  is  easy  of  calculation,  and 
ooiy  nqiires  a little  lime  to  do  it  The  business 
of  the  jadgea  consist  first  of  attending  Courts 
twice  a year  in  the  eighteen  counties.  This 
makes  36  Courts  of  a week  each.  In  several 
counties  they  have  the  power  to  extend  the  term 
to  double  the  time,  and  in  Halifax  it  is  three 
weeks  long  I have,  therefore,  thrown  into  the 
calculation  nine  additional  weeks,  as  represent- 
ing the  probable  amount  of  additional  work 
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caused  in  this  way.  That,  then,  will  make  up 
45  weeks  as  the  entire  work  done  on  Circuit.  If 
you  divide  the  work  equally,  these  45  weeks,  dis- 
tributed among  the  five  judges,  allot  to  each  nine 
weeks  as  his  proportion  of  the  labor.  But  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Circuit  work  which  each  judge  does 
separately,  there  is  a portion  of  the  duties  of  the 
Judiciary  which  consists  in  hearing  arguments 
in  term — once  in  Trinity  and  again  in  Michael- 
mas. I have  added  six  weeks  for  each  judge  for 
this  work.  Thus  we  have  in  all  15  weeks  as  the 
time  which  each  judge  would  have  to  spend  in 
the  public  Courts,  if  the  work  were  equally  dis- 
tributed among  them. 

Bui  in  making  a calculation  we  ought  to  allow 
for  everything  which  forms  a demand  on  the  time 
of  a Judge,  and  therefore  we  must  add  the  Cham- 
ber days,  and  these  amount,  deducting  the  Trinity 
and  Michaelmas  terms,  and  the  sittings  at  Hali- 
fax, probably  to  forty,  or  about  a week  to  each 
Judge,  in  the  course  of  the  year.  If  this  be  cor- 
rect, the  entire  occupation  in  the  business  of  pre- 
siding in  the  courts  during  each  year  assigned  to 
a Judge,  is  about  sixteen  weeks.  But  I do  net 
pretend  that  the  entire  business  of  a Judge  con- 
sists of  sitting  in  court.  He  has  also  to  inform 
himself  on  various  points  which  come  before  him 
for  decision.  Allowing  him  ten  additional  weeks 
for  this  purpose,  you  find  that  during  the  entire 
year  he  is  not  employed  more  than  half  hia 
time.  If  that  be  the  fact,  then  I ask  you, 
what  is  the  need  for  this  additional  Judge. 
If,  then,  the  gentlemen  who  hold  the  posi- 
tion of  Judges,  who  are  paid  a handsome 
salary,  Buch  a salary  as  gentlemen  who 
have  arrived  at  their  time  of  life,  on  retiring  from 
the  onerous  duties  of  their  profession,  have  a right 
to  receive — are  not  worked  more  than  one  half  of 
their  time,  I think  the  House  will  say  that  they 
have  not  a right  to  complain  of  the  amount  of 
burthen  imposed  upon  them. 

But  I go  further — I undertake  to  say  that  not 
only  do  the  Judges  not  complain  of  the  work  they 
have  to  do,  but  they  are  anxious  to  discharge  their 
duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  country.  It  i& 
my  belief— a belief  not  founded  on  mere  specula- 
tion, but  from  practical  experience — that  the  ac- 
cumulation of  legal  business  which  has  taken 
place  in  this  country,  has  not  arisen  from  the 
neglect  of  the  Judges,  or  their  inability  to  over- 
take it.  They  wish  to  free  the  dockets  of  the  ac- 
cumulation of  business.  Two  years  ago  we  in- 
troduced a bill  which  became  law,  and  it  provides 
a remedy  for  all  the  difficulties  now  complained  of. 
It  provides  that  whenever  there  is  a surplus  of 
cases  a Judge  may  appoint  a court  for  the  purpose 
of  clearing  them  off  ; and  I ask  any  gentleman  in 
this  House  to  give  me  a single  instance  where  guch 
an  application  has  been  made  and  refused.  If 
that  be  the  case  upon  whose  shoulders  lies  the 
blame  of  this  accumulation  of  business  in  the 
country  ? Not  upon  the  Judges,  not  upon  the 
Legislature,  but  upon  those  gentlemen  of  the  pro- 
fession, who  have  the  charge  of  the  legal  business 
of  the  country,  who  either  don’t  wish  or  don’t 
ask  that  it  be  disposed  of  as  the  law  allows.  Then 
I ask  you  if  you  have  fifty  Judges  would  you  be 
in  a better  position  with  regard  to  the  arrearages. 
I ask  the  Attorney  General,  were  he  to  appoint, 
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to-morrow,  an  additional  Judge  what  effect  would 
it  have  upon  the  accumulation  of  cases  that  now 
exists.  None  whatever.  Don’t  we  recollect  that 
when  the  bill  in  question  was  brought  into  the 
House,  a question  arose  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  give  a fortnight  to  each  court  ; and  this 
W&s  accordingly  done  ; but  when  the  bill  went  up 
to  the  Legislative  Council,  this  provision  w&s  al- 
tered to  a week,  not,  at  the  request  of  the  Judges 
but  through  the  influence  of  a gentleman  from 
that  very  county  where  the  largest  accumulation 
takes  place  ; I allude  to  a professional  gentleman 
in  extensive  practice  in  Cumberland.having  a seat 
in  the  Upper  Branch.  If,  however,  a week  is  not 
sufficient  to  clear  off  these  arrearages,  let  the 
House  extend  the  time. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Colonist,  and  I assume  was 
stated  by  the  Prov.  Secretary  on  introducing  the 
bill,  that  there  are  over  42  arguments  at  Halifax 
not  disposed  of  last  term.  But  how  is  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  Judge  to  remedy  that  ? 
Suppose  he  takes  six  of  these,  as  belonging  to  the 
equity  court,  there  are  36  still  to  be  disposed  of. 
Does  anybody  believe  that  the  decision  of  a single 
Judge  will  be  sufficient  when  that  of  six  can  be 
obtained?  Therefore,  though  you  may  have  a 
Judge  sitting  in  equity,  under  the  bill  placed  upon 
your  table,  still  an  appeal  lies  from  that  Judge  to 
the  other  Judges — and  every  case  of  importance, 
or  considered  by  the  parties  of  importance,  will 
lead  to  an  appeal.  And  then,  as  regards  the  other 
36  cases,  saying  nothing  of  the  six  equity  cases, 
suppose  you  had  fifty  judges,  they  have  all  to 
hear  the  arguments  and  decide  upon  the  question. 
How,  then,  does  the  number  of  Judges  shorten 
the  argument  or  hasten  the  decision  ? 

I 'am  not  arguing  this  question  as  a party  man. 
I think  it  will  be  admitted  that  I have  not  sought 
in  this  session  to  give  factious  opposition  to  any 
bill  which  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side 
has  brought,  up.  If  I ask  the  House  to  consider 
my  views,  I do  so  because  I believe  them  to  be 
sound.  I feel  that  although  I may  not  gain  the 
votes,  I would  like  to  aflvet  the  judgments  of  gen- 
tlemen opposite.  What  I say  must,  I think,  com- 
mend itself  to  their  sense  of  what  is  right. 

I repeat,  suppose  you  had  41  arguments  to  go 
before  a court  of  five  Judges,  how  much  will  it 
facilitate  their  discussion  if  you  had  one  more 
Judge.  The  answer  ig  obvious.  Therefore,  I say, 
when  you  introduce  this  bill  for  the  appoio'ment 
of  another  Judge,  not  providing  a remedy  fur  the 
evils  of  what  you  complain,  you  are  merely  pur- 
posing to  provide  a place  for  a political  friend,  a 
place  for  which  there  is  no  earthly  necessity,  other 
than  to  make  such  provision,  task  you  if  you 
have  force  enough  to  do  the  entire  judicial  work 
of  the  country — if  the  remedy  for  the  difficulties 
that  clog  the  business  at  tbe  present  moment  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  appointment  of  a new  Judge, 
why  do  you  pass  this  bill?  Why  entail  a large 
expense  upon  the  public  finances  ? Recollect  that 
$3200  a year  added  to  the  civil  list,  even  for  the 
life-time  of  one  gentleman,  represents  a large  ca- 
pital, and  is  worthy  of  serious  consideration.  The 
case  would  have  been  much  worse  if  the  intro- 
ducer of  the  bill  had  left  it  as  it  was  first  brought 
in.  We  would  have  then  been  asked  to  vote 
away  the  interest  of  a capital  which  exceeds  $50,- 


000.  I must  confess  that  the  bill  is  shorn  of  some 
of  its  obnoxious  features  by  the  amendment  which 
the  Prov.  Secretary  has  consented  to  make. 

Let  me  now  go  back  to  the  announcement 
made  in  1863,  and  ask  why  was  it  th.at  the  or- 
gan of  the  Provincial  Secretary  denounced  with 
such  virulence  the  statements  nmde  in  the 
“Chronicle”  Was  it  not  because  the  party 
were  then  going  to  the  hustings  setting  them- 
se  ves  forth  as  the  men  who  were  to  retrench  the 
public  expenses,  and  declaring  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  day  was  extravagant  beyond  mea- 
sure? Ttiey  felt  what  a commentary  would  an 
appointment  such  as  that  predicted  be  upon  the 
speeches  which  these  gentlemen  had  time  and 
again  delivered  in  this  House  in  favour  of  -re- 
trenchmen  . No  one  who  goes  back  to  the  de- 
bates of  1862  and  1863,  but  must  feel  how  the 
hon.  gentlemen  would  have  sto^d  if  they  had 
gone  to  the  country  with  such  a,  bill  as  part  of 
their  policy.  The  speeches  they  delivered  in  this 
House  declared  that  ruin  and  bankruptcy  were 
thieateDing  this  country— that  retrenchment 
alone  could  save  us.  We  heard  the  Provincial 
Secretary  intro  luce  a scheme  which  be  stated 
was  the  only  alternate  left  us.  I ask  you  with 
such  speeches  before  the  people  of  this  Province, 
what  position  would  these  hon.  gentlemen 
have  been  in  if  they  had  presented  themselves 
before  their  constituencies  with  Buch  a scheme  as 
that  now  proposed  ? 

I will  now  turn  to  the  speeches  of  the  Provin- 
cial Secretary  and  other  gentlemen  in  1883  It 
is  refreshing  to  me  to  cite  these  models  of  ear- 
nest and  forcible  elocution  on  this  occasion. — 
The  hon.  Prov.  Sec’y,  in  1863,  used  the  follow- 
ing language : — • 

“ It  was  stated  when  I brought  down  my  re« 
trenchment  scheme  that  I was  not  sincere. — 
When  tbe  late  Provincial  Secretary  offered  me  a 
seat  in  the  Cabinet,  how  did  I meet  that  propo- 
sal? I met  the  proposition  as  a courteous  offer 
ought  to  be  met,  but  I told  him  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  me  to  combine  with  him  affer  the 
course  be  had  takeu  with  reference  to  the, ques- 
tion of  economy  and  retrenchment.  I'lerefure  1 
gave  the  country  the  best  proof  that  ever  could 
be  given,  when  I determined  to  forego  any  perso- 
nal advantages  in  the  service  of  the  people.  Sir, 
“ I have  placed  my  hand  to  *he  plough, and  I and 
“ those  who  sustain  me  are  determined  never  to 
“ look  back  ” We  believe  that  there  is  extrava- 
gance in  the  public  expenditure  that  ought  to  be 
retrenched,  and  we  are  prepared  to  co-operate 
only  with  those  who  will  aid  us  in  this  work. — 
If  t hts  resolution  passes  I am  prepared  to  propose 
large  reductions  in  the  estimates,  which  l believe 
may  be  effected  without  in  tbe  slightest  degree 
impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  public  service  ” 

In  March,  1862,  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
made  another  speech,  in  which  he  had  sail,  with 
great  force : — 

* I am  flying  a kite,  am  I?  I tell  him  that 
this  scheme  of  retrenchment  is  a solemn  league 
with  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  We  must  do  one 
of  two  things,  either  retrench  our  expenditure, 
or  goon  as  before,  and  be  prepared  to  encounter 
Provincial  Bankruptcy  at  an  early  day.  Shall 
gentlemen,  who  have  pledged  themselves  on  the 
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hustings  before  their  constituents  to  sustain  re- 
trenchment, come  forward  under  mistaken 
ideas,  and  place  themselves  in  a position  to  go 
back  to  the  country  with  the  fact  staring  them 
in  the  face  that  they  have  voted  down  a compre- 
hensive scheme,  which  aims  at  reducing  the 
public  expenditure?  However,  whether  I suc- 
ceed in  my  desire  or  not,  “ I stand  before  this 
“ House  and  this  country,  solerm  ly  pledged  as  a 
s‘  public  man  not  to  assist  in  the  formation  of  any 
“ Government  that  does  not  carry  out  the  prin- 
“ cipLs  which  I have  advocated  to-night” 

Aud  again,  in  1863,  he  says:  “ The  expendi- 
ture of  this  Province  has  constantly  and  steadily 
increased  of  late  years,  and  is  in  my  opinion  un- 
necessarily extravagant.” 

Now,  sir,  who  would  have  thought  that  the 
author  of  so  much  elegant  literature  ip  1862  and 
1863  would  in  1864  have  carried  through  the 
Legislature  that  which  he  has  already  induced  his 
friends  tp  vote  for.  What  has  he  asked  you  to 
do  ? First  then  he  has  asked  you  to  build  a rail* 
way  to  Pictou  which  is  to  cost  $1,600,000 
Suppose  the  Provincial  Secretary  had  gone  to 
Lunenburg  and  said  : Though  we  are  great 

apostles  of  Retrenchment— though  we  have  al- 
ways denounced  Railway  construction  and  the 
Government  that  carried  it  on,  elect  ug  and  we 
will  build  railways  not  only  to  Pictou,  but  we 
will  pledge  your  finances  to  the  extent  of  $76,- 
800  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a road  to  the 
West  and  $112,000  more  for  a railway  to  the 
North.  I ask  you  what  would  have  been  the 
answer  of  that  constituency?  I ask  the  hon. 
member  for  Lunenburg,  if  he  had  made  such  a 
speech  as  that  to  his  constituents  how  many 
vote?  would  he  have  polled. 

Dr.  Slocumb— Over  2000. 

Mr.  Abchtb4.ld — I do  not  believe  it.  The 
people  of  his  country,  I could  ftin  hope,  are  not 
the  men  he  describes  them  to  be.  Suppose  the 
hoD.  member  for  Annapolis  had  made  such  a 
speech  -suppose  he  had  said, — we  who  have  de- 
clared that  the  country  would  be  destroyed  by 
the  building  of  railways,  are  goiDg  to  build  more 
railways  than  any  other  government  ever  at- 
tempted,— we  are  going  to  double  the  debt  of 
the  country — we  are  going  to  lavish  the  revenues 
of  the  Province  broadcast  on  its  surface  how 
many  votes  would  the  hon.  gentleman  have  got? 
I hope  he  is  not  going  to  pronounce  on  the  men 
o-f  Annapolis  the  same  libel  which  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Lunonburgh  has  pronounced  on  his  con- 
stituents. Suppose  the  Apostle  of  Economy — the 
man  who  had  made  a solemn  league,  and  coven- 
ant with  the  people  for  retrenchment,  who  had 
put  his  band  to  the  plough  and  would  never 
go  back,  supposed  he  had  said  not  only  am  I 
going  to  fasten  upon  the  revenues  of  the  Pro- 
vince this  immense  railway  expenditure,  but  I 
am  going  to  create  a body  of  officers  and  to  pay 
them  large  salaries  out  of  the  public  funds.*  I 
am  going  to  send  over  the  country  a large  num- 
ber of  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  devote  to  their  payment  $3000  of 
your  money.  I am  going  to  make  an  additional 
officer  of  education,  and  give  him  $1200  a year. 
I intend  spending  $5200,  not  in  paying  the 
8choolmaster8,but  in  the  mere  working  of  the  ma- 


chinery of  education.  I do  not  say,  Mr.  Speaker, 
whether  these  expenditures  are  or  are  not  valua* 
able  ; but  I ask  you  if  he  had  made  a speech 
like  that  after  delivering  the  oration  of  which  I 
have  read  extracts,  could  he  have  expected 
the  people  to  vote  for  him.  If  he  had 
said  in  addition  to  all  this,  that  he  was  going 
to  introduce  a bill  to  create  another  office,  and  to 
pay  at  least  $2,000  a year  to  an  Inspector  of 
Mines — perhaps  more  than  that.  If  he  had  said 
also,  that  whilst  the  late  Government  Were  con- 
tent that  the  discussions  of  this  House  should 
find  their  way  into  the  country  by  means  of  pri- 
vate enterprise,  that  he  and  his  friends  the  mo- 
ment they  obtained  power  would  fasten  an  ex- 
pense of  $2,200  a year  upon  the  country  for  the 
purpose  of  reporting  the  debates.  Suppose  he 
had  said  all  this,  what  would  have  been  the  an^ 
swer  ? Need  I pau-e  for  a reply  ? I have  added 
all  these  sums  up,  and  I find  that  they  represent 
an  immen'e  amount,  and  yet  I have  not  added 
the  $3  200  a year  which  this  bill  in  its  first  in- 
ception proposed  to  add  for  all  time  coming  to 
the  burdens  of  the  country,  and  which  even  as 
altered,  will  add  for  a life  time  to  our  expenses. 

I would  ask  the  hon.  gentleman  how  he  cam 
reconcile  these  facts  with  the  pledges  he  has 
given  to  the  country.  I ask  him  how  he  has 
maintained  the  principles  he  has  avowed  before 
this  House  and  country.  I will  now  turn  to 
speeches  of  other  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
government.  Here  we  have  one  from  Mr.  Shan- 
non in  1862  in  which  he  states  thdft  “ the  coun- 
try has  already  reached  the  limits  of  taxation” 
— a sentiment  which  I notice  is  contained  in  al- 
most every  one  of  the  speeches  made  upon  the 
subject  by  the  hon.  gentlemen  on  that  side. 
The  hon.  Provincial  Secretary  makes  it,  Mr. 
Shannon  makes  it,  Mr.  Longley  makes  it,  and 
yet  they  have  not  even  the  merit  of  originality 
in  the  conception;  for  the  Prov.  Sec’y  tells  us  he 
stole  the  idea  from  a speech  of  the  present  Chief 
J ustice  when  Atty.  Genl.  and  leader  of  the  Govt, 
in  this  House.  The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Shan- 
non) also  complains  that  the  Legislative  Expen- 
ses are  too  large,  but  has  he  attempted  to  re- 
duce them.  1 suggested  a mode  by  which  in  a 
single  item  $8000  could  have  been  saved.  In- 
stead of  spending  30  days  in  mutilating  the  work 
of  the  Commissioners  for  Revising  the  Statutes, 
the  entire  code  could  have  been  passed  in  10  days, 
in  a shape  that  could  have  made  it  useful.  The 
hon . gentleman  can  calculate  the  saving  of  20  days, 
of  this  Legislature  at  $400  a day.  But  the  hon, 
gentleman  also  stated  that  “ the  civil  list  had 
been  settled  on  terms  too  extravagant.’ * Let  me 
ask  him  if  since  he  became  a member  of  the  go- 
vernment he  has  made  any  effort  to  alter  that 
arrangement. 

Next  comes  the  speech  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Annapolis,  (Mr.  Longley,)  who  says  that  he 
could  take  the  receipts  from  our  gold  mines,  and 
appropriate  them  towards  payment  of  the  rail- 
way debt.  He  says  * he  had  never  given  a vote 
in  this  House  in  reference  to  Public  Expenditure 
that  had  not  economy  in  view.  He  therefore 
felt  that  he  was  justified  in  the  position  he  had 
assumed  now,  as  well  as  at  last  session,  in  refer- 
ence to  Retrenchment.’  This  was  in  1863, 
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This  year  we  hear  nothing  in  respect  to  any 
appropriation  of  gold  revenues,  or  any  other  re* 
venues,  to  pay  the  debt.  On  the  contrary,  when 
they  have  obtained  a large  revenue  by  no  act  of 
their  own— when  they  come  into  an  overflowing 
treasury  provided  for  them  by  no  labors  of  tbeir 
own — do  they  provide  any  thing  for  the  diminu- 
tion of  this  debt  ? No,  they  do  nothing  of  the 
kind.  They  seem  to  act  as  men  who  had  come 
into  a fortune  which  they  never  deserved.  The 
entire  revenues  are  scattered  with  a profusion 
which  is  entirely  unexampled  in  the  history  of 
the  country.  It  would  appear  as  if  they  could 
not  find  work  enough  on  the  surface  of  the  coun- 
try, but  they  must  go  and  actually  throw  away 
$16,000  in  digging  a hole  in  the  ground  in  the 
island  of  Cape  Breton,  which  is  perfectly  useless. 
No  person  in  his  heart  believes  that  this  appro- 
priation can  be  of  any  avail,  or  that  it  might  not 
he  just  as  well  for  any  purpose  of  utility  thrown 
into  the  streets.  I betievC  the  hon.  gentlemen — 
I have  a right  to  think  so— when  they  made  all 
these  promises  to  the  people  concerning  retrench- 
ment ware  only  flying  kites,  and  were  not  sin- 
cere. Coming  in  as  they  have  as  a Retrench- 
ment Government,  they  have  shown  themselves 
more  profuse  and  extravagant  than  the  most  ex- 
travagant government  that  ever  existed  in  this 
country. 

How  were  we  situated  in  1862?  In  1861  the 
revenue  fell  off  in  consequence  of  the  troubles  iu 
the  United  States,  and  the  expenditure  had 
considerably  exceeded  our  estimate,  and  we 
weie  in  debt  to  the  extent  of  $136,000.  Then 
came  up  this  famous  retrenchment  scheme. 
These  statesmen  who  now  undertake  to  guide  the 
destinies  of  this  country,  told  you  that  this  was 
not  a temporary  reverse — that  the  country  was 
not  going  to  return  to  its  normal  condition. as 
respects  trade.  The  hon.  member  for  Halifax, 
(Mr  Shannon)  quotes  the  opinion  of  a merchant 
he  happened  to  meet,  that  such  was  to  be  the 
case.  I tell  you  that  if  these  gentlemen,  looking 
at  the  state  of  things  which  then  existed,  could 
not  foretell  what  was  likely  to  happen  they  were 
sadly  wanting  in  sagacity.  I don’t  often  invite 
tho  attention  of  the  House  to  anything  I may 
have  said  here,  but  I would  like  very  much  to 
turn  their  attention  for  a moment  to  a speech 
ol  mine,  which  is  reported  in  the  Morning  Chron- 
ic!* of  the  25th  Maroh,  1862,  which  predicted 
with  great  accuracy  what  did  occur.  I have 
the  gratification  in  reading  that  speech  in  the 
light  of  the  past  to  feel  that  I displayed  some 
knowledge  as  a business  man,  of  what  was  like- 
ly to  result. 

We  imposed  a duty  of  2^  per  cent.,  and  provi- 
ded that  the  sum  derived  from  that  source 
should  be  sacredly  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  off  our  debt.  Now  the  total  amount 
derived  from  that  additional  duty  was  only  $66,- 
000,  and  $70,000  of  the  debt  remained.  If  we 
had  followed  the  example  of  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site when  we  found  we  had  $70,000  increase  in  the 
ordinary  Revenue,  we  would  have  spent  the  mo- 
ney in  grants  East  and  West,  in  sums  scattered 
all  over  the  country,  until  we  had  left  ourselves 
without  shift.  But  we  did  nothing  of  the  kind; 
at  the  close  of  our  term  of  administration  we  had 


the  proud  gratification  in  handing  over  the 
Treasury  to  our  successors,  to  know  that  we  had 
not  during  our  term  of  office  spent  a farthing- 
more  tban  the  resources  of  the  country  per- 
mitted, or  added  a dollar  to  the  Public  drbt. 
Though  the  special  fund  gave  us  only  $66,000, 
yet  we  paid  off  the  entire  debt,  and  left  a balaucer 
in  the  Treasury  If  th?se  gentlemen  hai  desired 
to  carryout  the  system  of retrerchmenr,  the  ad- 
vocacy of  which  has  put  them  in  their  precent 
posit/on,  what  should  have  been  their  first  duty, 
when  they  have  a surplus  revenue  of  $100,r'00  T 
They  are  engaged  in  the  construction  of  a large 
Provincial  bunding  in  this  neighborhood,  which 
was  to  cost  the  Province  some  $100,000,  and  is 
to  be  p'i  l by  money  borrowed  Why  wav  not 
the  surplus  revenue  devoted  to  paying  off  th\s 
obligation  ? Do  they  consider  that  a debt  ought 
not  to  be  incurred,  unless  it  is  necessary  ? or  do 
they  fed  about  this  as  they  do  in  respect  of  all 
their  solemn  covenants?  No,  with  them  the 
que“tion  is  not  whether  they  shall  pay  their 
debts  and  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  connrry<  but 
what  kite  they  cvti  fly  to  keep  themselves  in  of- 
fice. Accordingly  they  have  hoisted  their  kites 
— they  have  scattered  the  money  of  the  people 
broad-cast  over  the  couutry,  and  have  called  up- 
on us  to  incur  an  immense  amount  of  debt.  I 
ask  these  gentlemen,  in  the  face  of  the  speeches 
which  they  have  delivered,  how  they  can  recon- 
cile their  course  to  their  own  sense  of  what  is 
consistent  and  right  ? 

(As  it  was  one  o’clock,  ihe  House  adjourned 
until  three,  when  Mr.  Archibald  continued  as 
follows  :) 

When  the  House  adjourned  I was  endeavoring 
to  call  attention  to  the  professions  of  gentlemen 
opposite  when  in  opposition,  and  contrasting 
them  with  their  acts  now  when  in  power.  I 
have  qu  >ted  from  their  speeches  as  reported  iu 
tne  press  which  represents  their  eentiments. 
Therefore  I may  fairly  presume  that  these 
speeches  leflect  the  opi  'ions  of  these  several 
gentlemen.  I am  only  sorry  that  some  other 
gentlemen  holding  a seat  in  the  govern  mint  were 
notin  the  House  when  thiu  great  scheme  was  in- 
troduced arid  advocated.  I feel  convince!,  how- 
ever, that  the  hon.  Fin.  See.,  apt  pupil  as  he  is 
of  toe  Provincial  Secretarv,  would  have  preached 
exactly  the  same  doctrine  which  I understand  he 
did  on  the  hus’iugs.  I regret  that  I have  not  a 
report  of  that  speech,  but  1 bvlieve  I could  easily 
improvise  just  such  an  address  as  he  woull  have 
delivered.  But  as  I am  not  drawing  on  my  ima- 
gination for  my  fac  e,  1 regret  that  I am  obliged 
to  leave  him  out  of  the  Portrait  Gallery  which  I 
have  been  giving  to  ihe  House  and  country 

There  is  one  gentleman  who  is  remarkable  in 
this  House  for  his  zeal  for  retrenchment.  He  is 
the  only  one  that  has  sacrificed  position  and 
rank  in  order  that  .he  might  show  his  sincere  de- 
sire to  reti’ench  I allude  now  to  the  hon.  msm- 
ber  for  Digby,  (Mr.  Coliu  Campbell).  Let  me 
quote  the  speech  delivered  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, when  he  felt  himself  under  a constraining 
influence  to  save  the  public  money.  Two  years 
ago  all  eyes  in  the  House  were  fixed  upon  him. 
when  he  arose  to  announce  the  principles  for 
which  he  bad  felt  it  his  duty  to  give  up  his  posi- 
tion. Hear  what  he  says  : — * 
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“ He  was  pledged  before  his  constituents  to 
support  economy  in  the  public  expenditures.  No 
other  course  was  open  to  him  than  to  resign  his 
seat  in  the  Executive  and  vote  against  them. 
“ Retrenchment  had  always  been  his  policy.”  and 
he  was  gratified  to  know  that  he  “ had  effected  a 
saving  of  thousands.”  He  did  not  wish  others 
to  follow  his  course.  “ Let  every  man  follow  the 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience.”  He  was  influ- 
enced by  a desire  to  act  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  country.”  (Applause  in  the  Galleries  ) 

Now  I do  not  for  one  moment  question  the 
tru'h  of  the  convictions  operating  eo  the  hon. 
gentleman.  He  may  have  expressed  what  he 
si/  cerely  believed  at  the  time.  He  had  been  lis- 
tening to  the  powerful  orations  delivered  by  the 
gentlemen  opposite  in  favor  of  retrenchment,  and 
he  probably  was  convinced  they  meant  what  they 
said,  aBd  deserted  the  Government.  Were  we 
then  largely  increasing  the  expenses  of  the  coun- 
try? No.  The  estimate  of  1862  was  less  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  All  that  we  were 
doing  was  standing  up  to  prevent  the  public  de- 
partments being  thrown  into  con'usion  The 
hon.  gentleman,  however,  under  the  influence  of 
the  powerful  rhetoric  that  had  been  addressed 
to  him  came  down  and  voluntarily  stripped 
himself  of  his  position. 

I ask  him  how  he  can  now  support  the  men 
who  have  des  rted  all  toe  principles  he  valued 
so  highly.  Suppose  I had  gone  to  the  hon. 
member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Tobin,)  and  preached 
to  him  the  doct  ines  of  the  Protestant  faith  with 
such  fervour  and  earnestness,  that  I actually 
# get  him  to  ado^t  my  creed  Suppose  that  the 
moment  he  was  brought  over,  and  was  taking 
the  road  to  Poplar  Grove,  he  found  me  on  my 
wav  to  St  Mary’s,  what  ought  he  to  think  of 
me  ? The  Provincial  Secretary  preached  econ- 
omy and  retrenchment,  and  the  moment  Mr. 
Campbell  believed  him,  the  hon.  gentlemen 
deserted  his  converts,  and  recants  every  doctrine 
that  he  had  e^er  held.  Yet  this  martyr  to  c m- 
scientious  conviction,  this  man  who  c mid  strip 
himself  of  place  and  power  to  secure  his  peace 
of  mind,  where  do  we  find  him  now  ? 

Last,  though  not  least,  we  come  to  the  hon. 
Attorney  Genelltl  himself.  When  he  arose  on 
the  floors  of  this  House  on  the  subject  of  Re- 
trenchment in  1862,  he  was  listened  to  with 
great  curiosity  Everybody  felt  a desire  to  h^ar 
what  would  fall  from  his  lips  I recollect  I lis- 
tened with  an  intentness  which  I never  hit  on 
any  other  occasion.  I had  heard  the  Attorney 
General  speak  in  language  so  eloquent  with  re- 
gard to  many  matters  that  came  under  consid- 
eration in  that  resolution,  that  I was  curious  to 
know  in  what  way  he  was  going  to  acquit  him- 
self in  h s new  function.  I could  see  that  that 
hon.  gentleman  felt  he  was  in  a position  that 
was  not  natural  to  his  style  of  eloquence  in  this 
House.  Had  he  been  coning  up  to  speak  of 
the  vested  rights  which  these  gentlemen  posses- 
sed— of  the  necessity  for  preserving  the  public 
faith — of  maintaining  pledges  given  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  this  country,  of  preserving  our 
public  integrity,  no  man  could  have  addressed 
the  House  in  accents  of  more  thrilling  elo- 
quence ; but  with  the  case  on  hand  he  could 
not  speak  with  his  usual  force.  He  said  : 


* The  amount  of  our  population  is  small,  and 
we  are  called  upon  to  exercise  prudence  in  the 
management  of  our  affairs  in  every  way  possi- 
ble. Let  me  suppose  the  case  of  a person  hold- 
ing the  position  of  a Judge  in  Nova  Scotia,  or 
Borne  other  possessed  of  fortune.  I can  easily 
imagine  that  such  an  individual  would  rather 
take  £700  than  £800,  if  at  the  same  time  he 
felt  by  that  ^acrific  t he  will  h«dp  in  preventing 
thecouutrv  where  his  property  is  from  “ being 
“ precepttafed  step  by  step  into  b-mkrup  cy." 
Every  man  will  feel  convinced  of  retrenchment 
who  has  property  at  stake,  and  who  “ looks- 
“ upon  a debt  to  be  one  as  not  quite  so  insignifi- 
“cantathmg  ns  the  Hon  Attorney  General 
“ seems  to  consider  it  ” ’ 

This  speech  was  taking  exception  to  some  ar- 
guments I had  then  addressed  to  the  House  I 
had  never  considered  the  debt  insignificant.  I 
I had  never  thought  £60  000  a year  added  to 
th  burthens  of  this  country  as  small  for  our 
resources  ; but  I d d tVel  it  was  a debt  which  the 
energies  of  the  country  could  well  struggle 
against.  But  would  you  believe  that  two  years 
after  he  made  that,  speech  a bill  ia  infrodu  id  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  himself  to  double  that,  entire 
debt.  In  1862  the  Government  according  to 
him  were  leading  the  country  into  the  mire  of 
despond,  were  going  step  by  step  to  bankrupt- 
cy, with  the  debt  by  the  hand ; but  in  1864  he 
asks  the  House  to  go  nbt  step  by  stem  but  at 
railway  speed  into  the  very  course  he  was  then 
deprecating. 

I challenge  any  one  to  produce  an  example  of 
grosser  inconsistency  in  the  life  of  any  public 
man  anywhere. 

But  what  further  does  the  I on  gentleman 
say: 

“ Let  the  House  weigh  carefully  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  time,  and  enquire  whether  it  :s  really 
wise  with  the  Attornev  General  to  trust  to  hope 
— to  mere  chance.  We  on  this  side  say  that  we 
do  not  think  it  wise  or  faithful  to  the  people  of 
Nova  Scotia  to  denen  1 on  mere  speculations  " 

How  changed  now.  Two  years  ago  with 
only  £60,000  a year  od  our  resources,  with  the 
maximum  of  taxation  reached,  we  were  on  the 
borders  of  bankruptcy — we  we  e trusting  only 
to  hope.  To  what  are  we  trusting  now  ? To 
what  is  the  hon.  gentleman  trusting,  who,  with- 
in so  short  a period  has  revolutionized  his  en- 
tire character,  and  asks  us  confidently  in  1884 
to  a>utne  chub's  the  debt  which  in  1862  was 
enough  to  ruin  us. 

But  there  is  one  further  remark  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  made  in  1862  to  which  I would 
like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  The 
hon.  gentleman’s  sincerity  was  constantly  call- 
ed in  question  He  had  been  told  a great  deal 
about  kite  flying  He  had  deprecated  this  in 
v rious  forms  which  I have  recalled  to  the  re- 
collection of  the  House.  Here  is  still  another. 

“ They  talk  of  kiteflying?  What  will  the 
House  think  of  a man  that  flies  a kite  that 
would  cost  half  a million  of  money.  Wh  n did 
ever  we  endeavor  to  fly  such  a kite  as  th  t for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  ourselves  in  power/* 

Let  me  ask  the  hon  gentleman  to  compare 
the  strength  of  his  kite  with  ours  If  our 
Whali’s  Mill  railway,  as  he  calls  it, were  a kite,  it 
is  only  eleven  miles  long,  while  he  has  one  kit© 
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all  the  way  to  Pictou,  one  all  the  way  to  New 
Brunswick  and  one  all  the  way  to  Victoria 
Beach  The  tails  of  his  kites  are  200  miles  long 
at  the  least;  and  even  if  we  were  to  concede 
to  the  hon.  gentleman  that  our  little  Railway 
was  a kite,  at  all  events  it  is  moderate  in  dimen- 
sions compared  with  those  the  apostle  of  Re- 
trenchment has  flown  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

Now  I have  placed  before  this  House  and 
country  a few  of  the  speeches  made  *bv  hon. 
gentl  men  in  '62  and  ’63 ; hut  I fcel  it  is  pro 
per  that  I should  notice  an  observati  n which  I 
presume  will  be  made  by  the  Prov.  Secretary, 
because  it  was  made  by  him  on  a previous  day 
He  says  when  he  made  his  speech  in  ’62  he  left 
for  himself  a loop  hole,  by  stating  that  the  re 
ductions  which  he  then  proposed  were  the  result 
of  the  exigency  of  the  moment,  and  that  when 
it  ceased  he  would  have  much  pleasure  in  resto- 
ri  g the  g ntleraen  to  their  former  sajaries  — 
That  expression  might  have  been  used  in  this 
House,  but  I have  carefully  read  over  is  speech 
as  it  passed  under  his  own  hand,  corrected  for 
the  press  by  himself,  and  published  in  he 
Colonist,  and  distributed  over  the  face  of  the 
land,  to  indicate  at  d embody  the  policy  to 
which  he  and  his  friends  were  committed.  In 
that  speech,  so  corrected,  and  so  distributed,  I 
have  looked  in  vain  for  any  qualification  of  his 
retrenchment  views.  I look,  therefore,  as  his 
party  at  the  time  looked  at  the  spe  ch,  as  a ma- 
ni  esto  presented  to  the  people  of  this  country 
positively  that  salaries  were  too  highly  paid — 
that  retrenchment  ought  to  be  made,  independ- 
ently altogether  of  the  financial  condi  ion  of 
Nova  Scotia.  I hold  then  that  even  if  the  spee- 
ches of  1863  w ich  were  made  afier  the  exigen- 
cy had  passed  away  had  never  been  made,  the 
hon.  gentleman  and  the  gentlemen  who  support 
him,  came  in  to  sustain  the  principles  on  which 
the  party  went  to  the  country, — that  every  gen 
tleman  supporting  the  Government  were  bound 
by  the  sentiments  which  were  expressed  in  this 
House,  and  on  the  faith  of  which  they  were  re- 
turned to  their  seats  here  Do  you  think  that 
if  the  members  for  Lunenburg  had  told  their  con- 
stituents that  they  intended  to  vote  for  an  expen- 
diture enormouslv  exceeding  that  of  which  they 
were  complaining,  that  they  would  have  been 
returned  to  < his  House  under  the  cry  of  Re- 
trenchment. If  they  say  they  would,  then  I 
say  they  would  libel  their  constituents  ; and 
when  the  time  comes  when  they  have  to  appear 
before  them  again  they  will  find  them  not  quite 
so  destitute  of  common  intelligence,  or  the  prin 
ciples  of  public  morality,  as  they  ha  e been  de- 
scribed to  be  by  the  gentlemen  whom  they  have 
sent  here  to  represent  them. 

I shall  be  told  that  retrenchment  has  been  in- 
troduced into  the /public  expenditure  Now  I 
hold  in  my  hand  the  Estimates,  and  I have  gone 
through  the  various  items,  and  so  far  as  I have 
been  able  to  ascertain  the  result,  there  appears  to 
be  in  some  cases  an  increase — a clerk  or  a revenue 
officer  here  and  there  being  added  to  the  list— but 
in  very  rare  cases  do  I find  the  slightest  diminu- 
tion in  the  expenses.  It  is  said  there  is  a reduc- 
tion of  the  amount  charged  for  telegraphic  messa- 
ge* in  the  Secretary’s  office  ; but  that  was  never 
in  the  Estimates.  Does  the  P.  S.  means  to  tell 


me  that  the  expenses  of  his  office  have  anything  to 
do  with  his  salary  or  come  out  of  his  own  pocket  ? 
The  charge  for  incidental  expenses  does  not  belong 
to  the  officer.  If  there  are  expenses  they  coma 
out  of  the  fund.  If  the  expenses  exceed  the  fund 
the  overplus  must  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue,  so 
that,  after  all  it  is  merely  taking  it  from  one  hand 
and  putting  it  in  the  o her,  and  amounts  to  no- 
thing. 

Then,  there  is  a reduction  of  a few  pounds  ef- 
fected in  reducing  the  salary  of  the  second  clerk 
of  the  Receiver  General,  of  which  we  have  heard 
a good  deal  la  this  the  thing  that  the  Provincial 
Secretary  ought  to  bosst  of?  He  declares  by  his 
speeches  in  1862  and  '63,  that  his  own  and  the 
other  salaries  are  too  large,  and  he  retrenches  them 
by  reducing  »hose  of  his  subordinates.  Instead  of 
making  reductions  where  he  ought,  to  make  them, 
he  does  the  very  acts  for  which  formerly  .he  de- 
nounced with  such  vehemence  the  chairman  of 
the  Railway  Board — he  rt  duces  the  salaries  of  the 
inferior  officers  who  are  obliged  to  spend  the  whole 
amount  of  their  incomes  in  the  expenses  of  living. 
Does  the  Financial  Secretary,  who  is  said  to  have 
stated  in  most  emphatic  terms  that  no  public  offi- 
cer could  properly  take  more  than  £500,  mean  to 
assert  he  now  takes  £600  ? Does  he  give  as  an 
excuse  for  this  that  a despatch  was  received  from 
the  Colonial  Secretary  which  prevented  him  from 
leaving  the  additional  £100  in  the  treasury,  or 
from  devoting  it  to  some  charitable  purpose  ? 

(Mr.  Archibald  then  went  on  to  show  how 
largely  the  tariff  was  at  the  mercy  of  events  we 
could  not  control,  and  which  might  occur  without 
warning.  He  showed  that  of  the  revenue  of  1863 
over  $340,000  consisted  of  duties  yielded  by  the 
goods  paying  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem , the  prices 
of  which  had  been  doubled  by  the  American  war. 
Let  peace  return,  and  prices  resume  their  former 
position,  and  in  a single  line  of  the  tariff,  there 
would  be  a reduction  of  some  $170,000.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  assumption  of  the  heavy 
liabilities  which  the  Government  Vere  willing  to 
come  under,  wss  not  so  free  from  risk  as  some 
gentlemen  imagined,  and 'he  could  easily  foresee, 
with  such  liabilities  on  our  shoulders,  much  finan- 
cial embarrassment  resulting  frapa  events  that  a 
week  or  a month  at  any  time  caight  bring  to  pass.) 

But  what  I feel  is  beyond  all  these  financial 
calculations.  Such  matters  may  be  of  impor- 
tance, but  they  are  insignificant  as  compared  with 
the  real  issue  before  us.  If  gentlemen  in  bidding 
for  popularity  shall  go  to  the  country,  and  on 
every  hustings  in  the  province  proclaim  a set  of 
principles  upon  which  they  a?k  to  form  a govern- 
ment, and  demand  that  the  people  shall  turn  out 
the  men  who  are  not  the  exponents  of  these  prin- 
ciples,— if  these  same  gentlemen,  when  they  come 
into  office  on  this  cry,  are  to  be  free  to  abandon 
all  their  pledges — if  they  may  then  adopt  and 
advocate  everything  .that  they  had  previously  de- 
nounced— what,  I ask  you,  must  be  the  effect  of 
all  this  upon  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  ? 
That  is  a matter  far  above  the  mere  pecuniary 
calculations  bearing  upon  this  question;  and  it  is 
because  I feel  such  is  the  case — because  I feel  that 
the  present  bill  is  one  instance  of  this  abandon- 
ment of  all  principle,  because  it  is  a measure 
which  they  themselves  have  scouted  as  the  most 
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villainous  creation  that  could  come  from  a ‘’mis- 
chief making  brain”— a measure  eo  repugnant  to 
their  principles  that  the  mere  imputation  of  an 
intention  to  introduce  it  they  themselves  have 
characterized  aB  an  “ electioneering  dodge,” — it 
is  because  I feel  all  this  that  I have  expressed 
myself  as  I have  done  to-day.  I have  endeavored 
to  present  this  case  to  the  country  in  its  true 
aspects.  I have  no  desire  unnecessarily  to  wound 
the  feelings  of  anv  gentlemen;  but  I feel  that  no 
member  of  this  House  can  justly  take  < ffence  at 
beiDg  reminded  of  the  public  exposition  of  his 
policy  made  on  the  floors  of  this  Assembly  and 
disseminated  through  tbe  country.  If  when  they 
come  here  they  change  their  minds  and  feel  th*t 
circumstances  justify  their  doing  so,  it  is  a mat- 
ter for  them,  not  for  me,  to  explain.  Therefore  I 
feel,  in  bringing  this  matter  before,  the  House,  I 
have  done  nothing  more  than  my  duty. 

I consider  that  there  is  no  need  for  tbe  Bill.  I 
consider  that,  whatever  may  be  the  evils  of  which 
complaint,  is  made,  this  is  not  tbe  cure  for  thera.^ 
I consider  that  the  effect  of  this  Bill,  which  is 
largely  to  burden  the  Provincial  revenues,  is  en- 
tirely inconsistent  with  the  princ’ples  on  which 
the  present  Government  attained  their  position, — 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  economy  which 
ought  to  govern  any  Administration, — and  it  is 
because  I take  these  views,  and  not  because  I have 
any  objection  to  the  elevation  of  the  gentleman 
whom  the  Bill  is  to  serve,  that  I have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  give  the  measure  my  uncompromising  op- 
position. 

(For  continuation  of  debate  see  page  241  .)* 

SUMMARY  REPORT. 

Tuesday,  April  19,  1864. 

The  lion.  Prov.  See’y.  called  the  attention  of 
tbe  House  to  »n  ar  sole  in  a late  number  of  the 
New  York  World,  on  the  subject  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  South  American  po'ato  into  the 
States.  The  article  in  question  coo  ained  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  New  York 
State  Agricultural  Society,  and  referred  to  a 
presentation  to  a Mr.  Goodrich  as  being  the 
first  person  to  recommend  'he  growth  of  that 
potato  in  the  stale  of  New  York.  He  was  not 
• aware  at  what  time  Mr  Goodrich  first  brought 
the  subject  for*  a d,  but  it  would  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  i he  House  duu  Mr  Joel  Densmore,  a 
native  of  the  county  of  Hants,  in  this  Province, 
some  year  or  two  ago  endeavored  to  impress  the 
late  Government  with  the  importance  of  intro 
ducing  the  pota  o from  South  Arne  ica  as  a 
means  of  remed  ing  the  potato  rot.  He  must 
confess  that  he  and  others  thought  that  Mr. 
Densmore  had  become  rather  fanat  cal  on  the 
subject,  and  his  proposition  was  not  thought 
much  of ; but  it  appears  now  tha  the  soci  ty  in 
New  York,  winch  composed  the  most  scientific 
agriculturists  in  the  country,  approved  of  the 
idea,  and  it  was  but  just  that  it  should  be 
known  that  a native  of  this  1 rovince  deserved 
the  credit  of  having  been  the  first  to  propose 
what  now  appeared  likely  to  prove  a valuable 
addition  to  the  agricultural  productions  of  North 
America.  He  would  move  that  the  committee 
on  Agriculture  take  the  subject  into  considera- 
tion. 


Hon  Mr  MacFarlane  said  that  the  committee 
had  the  subject  before  them,  and  would  prpba 
bly  recommit- nd  the  experiment  to  he  tried  in 
another  year. 

After  some  further  discussion  the  subject 
drooped. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec’y.  called  attention  to  the  re- 
port of  his  remarks  upon  the  railway  extension 
resolution,  which  were  correctly  reported  in  two 
of  the  papers  raid  *by  the  house,  but  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  which  was  also  paid  for  pub- 
lishing the  debates,  one  half  of  his  peech  had 
been  cut  off,  and  the  remainder  had  been  tacked 
on  to  the  speech  of  another  hon  gentleman 

Mr  Blackwood  that  he  had  the  honor  of  hav- 
ing his  speech  amalgamated  with  that  of  the 
hon  Prov.  Sec  , and  upon  calling  upon  the  prin- 
ter he  was  told  that  a mista  e had  inadvertently 
occurred  in  the  office,  which  would  be  rectified. 

Dr.  Tupper  expressed  himself  satisfied  that  it 
was  a mist  ke. 

’ Hon.  Mr.  Henry  also  complained  that  his 
speech  had  been  mutilated. 

Mr.  Miller  saidth  t in  introducing  his  amend- 
ment upon  the  resolution  referred  to,  he  had 
spoken  about  ten  minutes,  but  had  not  been 
given  a line. 

Mr.  Archibald  presented  a petition  from  Sher- 
brooke and  Golden  ville,  ag  inst  the  amendment 
in  the  gold  act,  which  alters  the  number  ot  days’ 
labor  required  by  law  to  be  performed  upon  any 
part  of  the  areas  composed  under  on©  lease. 

Dr.  Slocumb  enquired  of  the  Government 
whether  they  had  yet  entered  into  any  corres- 
pondence with  the  Government  of  Newfound- 
land upon  the  subject  of  the  exaction  of  duty  by 
that  Government  upon  the  outfit  of  Nova  Scotia 
Fishermen.  He  said  that  the  reason  he  made 
the  enquiry  was  that  the  fishermen  were  under 
the  impression  that  the  Government  were  apa- 
thetic in  the  matter;  and'  he  had  received  a let- 
ter the  night  before,  stating  that  the  fishermen 
were  preparing  to  arm  themselves  to  resist  what 
they  considered  in  invasion  of  their  rights. 

Thd  hon  Fin’!.  Sec’y.  replied  that  the  com- 
mittee on  Fisheries  had  had  the  matter  under 
thei  consideration,  and  on  the  Ilth  April  bad 
reported  to  the  House  that  they  considered  the 
exaction  ol  the  duty  referred  to  as  unjust,  and 
they  recommended  that  the  Government  place 
themselves  in  communication  with  the  New- 
foundl  nd  Government,  and  remonstrate  with 
them  on  the  suV<jjct.  No  opportunity  had  yet 
occurred  of  doing  so,  but  the  matter  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  and  would  receive 
prompt  attention.  He  deprecated  the  idea  of 
our  fisherm  n resorting  to  violence,  which 
would  only  place  them  in  a worse  position. 

Ait^-r  some  further  desultory  debate,  it  was 
agreed  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
Cover  ment. 

Mr.  Archibald  from  the  commitftee  on  the 
amendment  of  the  laws,  reported  against  a bill 
relating  to  petty  offences.  This  bill,  in  addition 
t certain  offences  now  punishable  by  law,  pro- 
vides penalties  for  boys  engaging  i!n  games  on 
the  public  highways,  so  as  to  obs  ruct  passers 
b^.  Considerable  discussion  occurred  — the 
hon.  Prov  Sec’y.  and  others  con  ten  in  g that 
the  law  was  necessary,  and  Mr.  Archibald  and 
others  thought  that  there  was  sufficient  law 
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already  upon  the  statute  book  to  meet  the  case. 
Th*>  bill  was  deferred  18  to  12. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec’y.,  by  command,  laid  on  the 
fable  certain  correspondence  between  the  British 
Consul  at  Boston,  Lord  Lyons,  and  the  Admin 
istraior  of  the  Government  relative  to  an  alle- 
ged scheme  for  recruiting  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  in  the  British  Provinces.  The 
British  Consul  states  that  the  agent  at  B ston 
e»ied  upon  him  and  stated,  that  he  wa*  employ- 
ed iO  obtain  some  three  or  four  hundred  men 
in  the  Provinces  to  work  in  brickyards  at  Bos- 
ton, and  asked  for  a certificate  that  it  was  a 
bona  fide  trail  action  As  he  suspected  it  was  a 
recruiting  dodge,  he  refused  to  do  so  ” 

Hon.  Atty  Gen.  said  that  this  matter  had 
not  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House  any 
too  soon  He  had  been  applied  to  in  several 
instances  by  parents  whose  sons  had  been  de 
luded  into  joining  the  American  army  under 
various  pretences,  but  he  was  not  aware  that 
the  thing  had  been  attempted  on  so  Urge  a 
scale  It  would  be  bad  enough  for  our  young 
men  to  be  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  and  priva- 
tions of  war  if  our  country  should  be  unhappily 
involved  in  strife,  but  to  be  deluded  into  incur 
riDg  these  dangers  in  a quarrel  in  which  they 
had  no  interest,  was  a matter  deserving  the  se- 
rious consideration  of  the  House. 

Af.er  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Archi- 
bald and  the  Provincial  Secretary,  the  subject 
dropped. 

Mr.  Kaulback  moved  the  third  reading  of  a 
bill  relative  to  the  township  of  Chester. 

This  bill  was  debated  on  its  second  reading, 
but  Mr.  Archibald  was  absent  then,  and  he  now 
stated  that  information  had  been  placed  in  his 
ha  ds  which  he  would  give  to  the  House,  and 
which  he  thought  should  operate  against  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  The  lion,  gentleman  argued 
against  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
a great  inconvenience  lor  the  people  of  Chester 
To  have  to  go  to  Luenburg  to  transact  their  local 
business 

He  was  replied  to  by  the  members  for  Lunen- 
burg. 

Mr.  .Tost  stated  that  the  majority  oftheinhab 
hams  of  Chester  wished  the  repeal  of  the  bill; 
they  had  never  asked  for  the  division  of  that 
township,  and  they  were  now  anxious  to  come 
buck.  The  division  had  taken  place  at  the  in- 
stances of  a small  minority  for  political  purpo- 
ses. After  some  further  debate  the  bill  passed 
its  third  reading 

The  house  then  went  into  Committee  on  hills 
and  pissed  the  Equity  bill  with  some  slight 
amendments  in  the  details.  Upon  the  motion  of 
the  lion,  f'ro  Sec’y  the  first  clause  was  amended 
by  providing  that  in  the  case  of  the  death  of  the 
senior  pusine  judge  no  appointment  shall  be 
made  in  his  place  This  is  to  carry  out  the 
statement  made  in  the  debate  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended peranently  to  increase  the  number  of 
judges. 

Then  the  house  adjourned  until  half-past  7 
©’block  in  the  evening. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

House  resumed  at  half  past  7 p.  m 

The  house  went  into  commit  ee  on  bills,  and 
passed  the  remainder  of  the  mines’  bill  without 
discussion. 


The  militia  bill  was  then  taken  up  and  a num- 
ber of  clauses  pass  d with  some  slight  modifi- 
cations. 

The  house  adjourned  at  half-past  10  o’clock 
until  11  o’clock  the  next  day. 


Wednesday,  20th  April. 

The  house  met  at  eleven  o’clock  and  went 
into  committee  on  the  Militia  Law,  which  was 
passed  with  a few  amendments. 

On  resuming  at  three  o’clock,  the  Prov  Sec. 
laid  on  the  table  the  Report  of  the  Inspector  of 
Light  houses  as  to  the  necessity  of  a new  light 
at  Sambro 

Mr.  Bi.urinot  said  that  it  was  believed  that 
the  government  had  in  i heir  possession  a de- 
spatch in  reference  to  an  address  got  up  to 
Pre  ident  Lincoln  by  persons  in  this  city.  It 
was  also  stated  that  ihe  despatch  deprecated 
this  step,  and  it  would  e well  if  this  despatch, 
(if  it  was  in  existence,)  should  be  laid  on  the 
Viable. 

Hon.  Mr.  Henry  would  enquire  into  the 
matter. 

The  Fquity  Court  bill  was  then  taken  up  and 
read  a third  time,  and  sent  to  the  Council  for 
its  concurrence. 

The  bill  relating  to  Mines  and  Minerals  was 
also  taken  up  The  salary  fo:  the  Inspector  of 
mines  was  put  down  “ not  to  exceed  $1000.” 

Mr  Blanchard  thought  it  inadvfisable.to  limit, 
the  amount  to  so  small  a sum. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  the  sum  was  too  small  for 
such  a man  as  would  be  required,  and  expressed 
hjs  satisfaction  at  finding  that  the  government 
had  adopted  his  views  in  reference  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  a thoroughly  qualified  inspector. 

Dr.  Brown  differed  from  the  two  former  gen- 
tlemen. 

The  Atty  General  said  that  the  hon.  member 
for  Cape  Breton  was  quite  right  in  the  opinions 
he  expressed  in  reference  to  thi  subject. 

Mr  Allison  was  in  favor  of  $2000  being  given 
for  a man  of  scientific  qualifications 

As  the  $1600  was  stated  to  be  exclusive  of 
travelling  expenses,  it  was  agreed  to  fill  up  the 
blank  with  that  sum. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time  and  sent 
to  the  Council 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a return  of 
Joint  Stock  Bank  and  Insurance  Companies, 
asked  for  b}7  the  hon.  member  for  Shelburne. 

Tlie  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee 
on  bills,  and  passed  the  railway  act  in  the  R.  S. 

The  old  preamble  whi  h had  been  struck  out 
previously  was  re  enacted. 

The  following  chapters  in  the  R.  S.  we  e also 
passed : Relative  to  Importation  of  Goods : 
0 arehousing  of  Goods;  Post  Office,  &c. 

The  Legislative  Council,  by  message,  inform- 
ed the  house  that  they  had  passed  a bill  to 
incorporate  the  Broad  Cove  Mining  Company — 
and  they  sent  down  13  bills  assented  to  without 
amendments — and  8 with  amendments. 

The  house  adjourned  till  3 o’clock  next  day. 


Thursday,  April  21,  1864 
The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

Dr.  Hamilton  introduced  a bill  to  incorporate 
the  Harborville  Wharf  Company,  and  Mr.  S. 
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Campbell  one  in  reference  to  Assessment  in  the 
District  of  St.  Ma  y’s,  Guysboro. 

Mr  Archibald,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Amendments  to  Laws,  reported  that  a bill  rela- 
ting to  the  County  'ail  be  deferred,  inasmuch 
as  there  was  no  necessity  for  it  at  the  present 
moment — which  motion  was  «gre«  d co.  Also 
reported  up  a bill  to  ‘’mend  Chap  R.  S_,  rela- 
ting to  P«tons  and  Useful  Inventions,  for  the 
consideration  of  >ho  House. 

Several  bids  were  read  a third  rime,  and  some 
amendments  ••  ale  by  the  Legislative  Council 
to  several  bills  of  Incorporation  were  agreed 
to,  and  others  were  not. 

' One  amendment  from  the  Council  to  a bill  to 
fund  certain  moneys  in  the  City  ot  HTi-'ax,  was 
agreed  to  with  an  amendment  added  by  Mr. 

Pryor 

The  House  thou  went  into  Committee  on 
Bills,  and  took  up  the  Agricultural  Bill.  An 
amendment,  making  the  Central  Board  to  con 
sist  of  sixteen  persons,  and  dividing  the  Pro- 
vince into  six  sections,  of  which  Halifax  and 
the  county  shall  form  one,  was  passed.  Halifax 
appoints  four,  'and  each  other  section  two  per- 
sons The  Superintendent  of  Education  and 
the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School  remain  ex 
officio  members  of  the  Board  The  Districts 
are:  1 Halifax  city  arid  county;- 2 Kings, 
Annapolis,  and  Dig  by ; 3,  Lunenburg,  Queens, 
Shelburne,  and  Yarmouth;  4,  Hants,  Coiehes- 
ter.  and  Cumberland  ; 5,  Guysboro,  Antigo- 
r.ishe,  and  Pictou ; 6,  Cape  Breton,  Inverness, 
Richmond,  and  Victoria. 

Tne  following  bills  also  passed:  To  amend 
act  to  incorporate  Presbyterian  Church  at  Cape 
North. ; to  amend  chap.  65  of  Commissioners  of 
Streets;  to  vest  the  titles  of  certain  lands  in 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Poor  for  the  city  of 
Ha'ifax. 

In  reference  to  the  last  bill  Mr.  Donkin  said 
that  he  found  that  the  city  and  countv  of  Hali- 
fax drew  from  the  public  treasury  £'2000.  whiL.t 
the  whole  Province  received  only  £1500.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  thought  it  would  be  well 
to  relieve  the  Province  from  this  burthen,  and 
let  each  county  supper  its  oak  poor.  The 
Provincial  Secretary  stated  that  this  money 
was  not  intended  for  the  support  of  local  poor, 
but  fur  transient  paupers,  and  that  if  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  lion  member  was  carried  out,  the 
Province  would  actually  lose.  He  also  ad  ed 
that  the  transient  poor  were  supported  more 
cheaply  in  Halifax  than  in  any  othe  . part  of  the 
Province 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  and  the 
House  adjourned  till  three  o’clock 


EQUITY  COURT  BILL. 

SPEECH  OF  HON  SOLICITOR  GENERAL. 

Hon  Mr.  Henry  said  : — I have  listened  for 
nearly  three  hours  to  the  address  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Colchester  on  the  important  subject 
which  is  now  uuder  the  consideration  of  this 
House.  One  portion  of  his  address,  however, 
touched' matters  altogether  foreign  to  the  matter 
really  before  us.  The  bill  und.  r consideration 
engaged  his  attention  about  one-1  bird  of  the  time 
that  he  has  thought  proper  to  address  this  House. 
The  hon.  member  leaving  the  subject  legitimately 


before  us,  entertained  this  House  with  extracts 
from  speeches  of  gentlemen  on  the  Government 
side  made  in  1862  and  1863,  on  a subject  totally 
disconnected  with  that  which  ought  to  engross  the 
attention  of  gentlemen  here.  The  hon.  member 
has  taken  a wide  r&nge,  and  certainly  I listened 
to  him  with  every  deeire  if  possible  to  ascertain 
what  three -fourths  of  his  speech  had  to  do  with 
the  subject  properly  under  consideration,  and  I 
must  acknowledge  I totally  failed  to  understand 
it.  The  hon.  member  complained  yesterday,  that 
we  should  go  into  a debate  on  this  qyestion,  and 
told  us  that  he  had  not  time  to  read  fhe  bill  intro- 
duced some  days  ago.  I felt  that  perhaps  the 
hon.  member  h*d  not  got  up  his  brief,  and  was  for 
one  disposed  to  give  him  time,  but  I must  say 
that  if  I had  thought  that  the  hon.  member  was 
goiog  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  for  two 
hours,  on  matters  entirely  foreign  to  the  bill,  I 
would  not  have  so  readily  agreed  to  its  postpone- 
ment. The  hon.  member  complains  of  not  having 
had  sufficient  time  for  preparation,  and  stated 
that  if  he  had  had  a day  instead  of  an  hour  he 
could  have  given  us  a great  deal  more  matter  ; but 
gentlemen  around  these  benches  will  not  fail  to 
remember  that  for  the  last  three  weeks  the  hon. 
member  has  given  intimation  to  the  House  that 
it  Was  hie  intention  to  move  a resolution  on  the 
subject  of  tenure  of  office,  and  the  subject  of  re- 
trenchment legitimately  connected  with  it.  The 
hon.  member,  however,  has  failed  to  place  on  The 
table  any  resolution  touching  one  or  other  of  these 
questions.  I presume  he  has  taken  the  opportuni- 
ty now  presented  by  the  consideration  of  this  bill, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a grand  political  attack 
upon  th#Government  for  what  he  considers  the 
absence  of  retrenchment,  as  propounded  by  the 
members  of  the  Government  in  ’62  and  ’63.  I 
may  here  say  t&at  I could  not  help  being  amused 
this  forenoon  when  the  hon.  member  was  about 
closing,  a friend  of  his  suggested  that  he  should 
stop  for  the  present  and  continue  after  the  recess, 
and  that  he  should  speak  yet  for  an  hour  at  least. 
It  reminded  me  of  a story  of  a gentleman  who 
wished  to  fit  up  a library.  He  sent  his  servant 
to  fi  book-seller,  and  he  said,  “ I want  some  works, 
to  fid  up  the  shelves  in  my  master’s  library.  I 
don’t  care  for  anything  that  is  under  the  cover, 
but  I want  so  many  yards  of  books  of  a certain 
height,  and  binding.”  I must  say  if  the  hon. 
member  had  closed  in  the  morning,  he  would  not 
have  been  so  mush  like  the  person  who  wanted 
quantity  and  not  quality  in  the  matter  of  the 
books.  His  remarks  this  afternoon,  were  pretty 
nearly  s repetition  of  those  he  made  in  the  fore- 
noon. Before  turning  to  the  subject  of  the  bill, 
and  the  remarks  made  by  the  hon.  member  upon 
it,  let  me  say  to  him  at  once  that  the  resolution  of 
1862  was  founded  upon  a state  of  things  that  then 
existed.  It  was  intended  as  a measure  to  provide 
for  a particular  emergency,  and  was  declared,  by 
every  one  who  spoke  on  the  subject,  not  to  have  a 
permanent  place  on  our  Statute  Book.  When  it 
was  found  that  the  Government,  according  to  their 
own  declarations,  had  run  the  country  into  debt 
to  the  extent  of  $136,000,  the  party  then  in  op- 
position felt  it  their  duty  to  propose  retrenchment 
rather  than  a measure  of  further  taxation.  That 
scheme  mightr  have  been  practicable  or  not.  It 
was  a proposition  that  was  intended  to  relieve  the 
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country  in  a pressing  emergency,  but  the  gentle- 
men then  in  power  refused  even  to  consider  it. — 
The  persons  who  introduced  it  might  have  been 
wrong — some  items  might  on  nature  deliberation, 
have  been  found  impracticable  of  reduction  ; but 
what  can  be  said  of  any  Government,  in  the  then 
existing  condition  of  the  country,  that  would  put 
down  every  effort  to  consider  the  subject  of  re- 
trenchment— who  said  they  would  not  allow  the 
matter  to  be  even  discussed.  Yet  these  gentlemen 
who  would  not  even  look  at  it,  complain  to-day, 
that  the  party  now  in  power  do  not  come  here  and 
carry  out  the  views  which  these  same  gentlemen 
two  years  ago,  so  violently  opposed  and  declared 
to  be  unsound.  There  may  be  some  gentlemen 
who  wished  to  carry  out  retrenchment,  but  is  it 
for  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester  to  raise  the 
question  ? Does  he  not  feel  when  he  makes  these 
charges  of  inconsistency  against  gentlemen,  that 
the  same  charges  apply  doubly  against  himself? 
This  is  a question  that  is  plain  and  simple,  and  I 
do  not  wish  to  take  up  more  time  than  is  neces- 
sary in  answering  the  remarks  of  the  bon.  mem- 
ber, for  I feel,  as  must  every  one  who  listened  to 
him,  that  he  wandered  entirely  from  the  subject — 
that  it  was  one  he  could  not  grasp — that  it  was 
one  which  the  more  he  touched  the  worse  it  be- 
came for  him,  and  that  he  therefore  felt  obliged 
to  touch  very  slightly  upon  the  main  question  and 
to  deal  with  matters  entirely  irrelevant. 

The  hon.  member  has  talked  about  miracles. 
He  says  that  the  “ Morning  Chronicle,”  in  fore- 
telling that  this  appointment  was  to  be  made, 
displayed  a remarkable  amount  of  sagacity  and 
actual  prophetic  knowledge.  Now,  there  is  a va- 
riety of  ways  in  which  some  men  endeator  to 
obtain  a character  for  prophecy.  Having  obtain- 
ed previous  knowledge  that  something  is  likely 
to  occur,  they  undertake  to  give  it  publicity  in 
the  shape  of  a prophecy,  and  if  the  prophecy  is 
verified  they  try  to  make  it  out  a miracle.  But 
how  was  it  in  the  present  case  ? Let  me  ask  if  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  gentlemen  themselves 
to  create  such  an  officer  ? Was  it  not  wished  to 
create  such  an  officer  among  themselves  ? Then 
if  it  were  not  so,  they  were  misrepresented  a year 
ago.  What  more  easy  thing  than  for  these  gentle- 
men to  endeavor  to  make  political  capital  out  of  a 
matter  which  they  intended  to  do  themselves  ? 
What  could  be  easier  than  to  attribute  to  their 
adversaries  wh&t  they  intended  perpetrating  them- 
selves ? This  is  a very  simple,  and  I believe  true 
solution  of  the  manner  in  which  they  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  what  was  intended  to  be  done.  If 
that  is  really  the  case,  I do  not  imagine  that  it  is 
necessary  to  class  the  gentleman  referred  to  among 
the  prophets.  The  hon.  gentlemau  has  quoted 
the  “ Colonist”  of  May  9;  and  in  it  you  will  find 
an  emphatic  denial  of  the  charge.  The  story  was 

Jot  up,  in  the  first  place,  for  an  electioneering 
odge,  and  if  my  information  is  correct,  in  the 
„ want?  represented  by  the  hon.  Attorney  General 
canvass  was  made  upon  it.  It  was  said,  Don  t 
elect ‘Mm,  for  if  you  do  you  will  not  have  him 
long,  for  an  equity  judgeship  at  eight  hundred 
pounds  a year  will  be  provided  for  him.  That 
was  a very  good  electioneering  dodge,  but  it  was 
not  successful.  • 

But  the  strange  conclusion  come  to  by  the  hon. 
jnente  for  .Colcheter  is  this,  because  the  Colonist 


denied  the  statement,  therefore  it  must  be  true. — 
This  may  be  true  in  respect  to  some  papers  that 
are  published  in  this  country — as  a general  rule 
the  opposite  of  what  they  say  should  be  believed  ; 
but  I will  here  add  my  poor  testimony  to  that  of 
the  Provincial  Secretary  that  so  far  as  I know  the 
first  intimation  I had  of  any  such  measure  as  that 
in  question,  was  when  I saw  the  article  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle.  I looked  at  it  and  said, 
this  is  a very  good  dodge  now  ; let  it  have  its  run. 
It  is  a good  dodge  because  it,  is  plausible.  The  coun- 
try may  require  such  an  officer  as  is  proposed,  and 
therefore  the  gentlemen  who  influence  that  paper 
have  sought  to  make  political  capital  out  of  it — 
The  hon.  member  says,  If  it  is  good  now,  why 
was  it  scouted  then  ? Does  the  hon.  member 
make  the  slightest  allowance  for  the  altered  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case?  Does  he  not  see  that 
four  Judges  are  not  jble  to  do  as  much  work  as 
five?  If  we  had  not  the  letter  of  Judge  Bliss, 
and  had  not  upon  the  consideration  of  it  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  country  must  be  deprived 
of  his  valuable  services,  the  circumstanoes  would 
be  very  different.  Then  the  hon.  member  for  Col- 
chester would  have  some  ground  to  work  upon  ; 
but  what  is  the  state  of  the  country  in  respect  to 
its  judiciary  ? From  the  returns  we  have  before 
us  we  find  212  cases  on  the  circuit  which  could 
not  be  tried  because  there  were  not  Judges  enough 
to  try  them.  Out  of  66  arguments  which  were  in 
banco  last  Deoember  term,  40  remained  not  ar- 
gued. 

Now  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  state  of 
things  existed  with  five  judges  who  were  able  to 
perform  their  duties.  But  what  is  the  condition, 
of  things  now  ? With  all  this  accumulation  of 
business — with  this  heavy  list  of  arguments,  we 
have  the  judiciary  less  able  by  one-fifth  of  its 
number,  to  go  through  the  work.  How  then  is  it 
to  be  got  through  ? Is  the  business  of  the  country 
to  be  left  undone  ? If  a man  finds  five  men  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  him  to  carry  on  his  business 
satisfactorily,  what  is  he  to  do  if  one  of  them  die, 
or  is  incapacitated  from  working  ? Is  he  to  leave 
his  business  undone  ? I ask  you  if  there  is  more 
work  than  five  judges  can  do — if  one  of  these  five 
is  actually  unable  to  perform  his  share  of  hi® 
duties,  wh&t  becomes  of  the  hon.  gentkm&n’s  ob- 
jections ? The  hon.  gentleman  is  not  in  a posi- 
tion of  responsibility,  and  he  ean  therefore  argue 
in  the  manner  he  does  and  display  no  disposition 
to  take  measures  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
country.  I tell  him  that  fonr  men  cannot  do  the 
work  of  five.  If  five  cannot  do  it,  we  rrquire  six. 
This  Bill  is  not  intended,  however,  to  add  six, 
but  to  provide  for  & necessity  arising  from  the 
sickness,  temporary  or  permanent,  of  the  distin- 
guished judge  who  is  now  prevented  from  attend- 
ing to  his  judicial  duties.  Therefore  it  is  plain 
that  the  business  of  the  country  requires  us  to 
provide  a substitute.  It  i3  sufficient  for  the  Gov- 
ernment to  know  that  the  services  of  such  a sub- 
stitute are  requisite,  and  to  appoint  one  immedi- 
ately with  full  powers.  Not  only  is  this  neces- 
sary, but  the  Government  would  be  false  to  the 
duty  that  devolves  upon  them  if  they  did  not  pro- 
vide additional  assistance  without  delay. 

This  bill  contains  a clause  which  requires  the 
Judge  to  be  appointed  to  go  on  circuit  whenever 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


248 


a Judge  is  unable  from  sickness,  or  other  cause, 
from  attending  to  his  duties.  What  is  the  com- 
plaint through  the  country  at  the  present  time  ? 
That  in  consequence  of  the  circuits  being  too  few, 
the  time  allowed  for  each  sitting  in  each  county 
is  so  short  that  the  work  cannot  be  accomplished. 
Let  me  say  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  this  bill  passes,  to  make  a new  division 
of  the  circuits  to  enable  the  work  to  be  done  more 
satisfactorily  to  the  country  at  large. 

We  all  know  that  delay  of  justice  is  in  a variety 
of  cases  a denial  of  it,  and  a poor  man  who  is  put 
off  three  ».f  four  terms  without  getting  a trial  may 
be  ruined.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Government, 
therefore,  to  provide  against  such  a state  of  things. 
The  hon  member  himself  must  see  if  we  have  five 
circuits  instead  of  four  they  can  be  shortened, 
and  there  will  be  a large  amount  of  time  appro- 
priated for  the  arguments  at  Halifax,  which  cmnot 
now  be  done.  We  have  a circuit  that  it  takes  seven 
weeks  to  get  through,  for  in  Antigonishe  the  term 
may  last  for  two  weeks,  and  often  does.  That 
brings  the  Judge,  who  presides  at  that  circuit,  up 
to  the  third  Tuesday  of  July  before  be  can  get 
back  to  Halifax,  and  therefore  a number  of  cases 
cannot  be  looked  at  until  next  term,  and  in  some 
cases  they  have  to  stand  over  for  several  terras.— 
I am  concerned  now  in  cases  which  have  been  held 
over  for  two  years  and  upwards,  in  consequence 
of  our  not  being  able  to  get  them  up  for  argu- 
ment for  want  of  time.  Is  that  the  position  in 
which  the  judiciary  should  be  allowed  to  remain? 
Shorten  that  circuit  by  three  weeks — make  an  ad- 
ditional circuit  and  distribute  the  labour  of  four 
circuits  into  five,  and  you  will  then  bring  them 
all  within  the  compass  of  a month’s  work.  You 
will  get  through  the  whole  work  in  the  month  of 
June,  and  you  will  hive  all  July  for  arguments, 
instead  of  a fortnight’s  time  as  at  present.  Last 
December  one  third  of  the  whole  term  was  occu- 
pied by  chancery  business,  notwithstanding  the 
suggestions  to  the  contrary  of  the  hon.  gentleman. 
Take  the  Fall  Circuit  ; let  them  go  through  it  in 
October  and  then  you  would  have  November  and 
December  to  devote  to  arguments.  Now  they 
cannot  sit  until  December,  and  they  are  obliged 
to  adjourn  at  Christmas  or  New  Year’s,  leaving 
heavy  arrears.  Some  of  these  arguments  are 
lengthy,  and  if  you  have  a list  of  70,  or  80  you 
oannot  get  through  a third  of  them  in  the  time 
that  is  now  allowed.  Independently  of  the  sick- 
ness of  the  Judge,  I believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration, 
and,  if  necessary,  appoint  another  Judge  ; and  in 
doing  so,  they  would  not  be  amenable  to  the 
charge  of  extravagance. 

I tell  the  hon  gentleman  that  it  was  not  the 
cry  of  retrenchment  that  put  his  Government 
out.  If  I wanted  to  go  into  all  these  matters  I 
could  give  him  sufficient  reasons  why  the  con,- 
fidence  of  the  country  was  turned  away  from 
them  and  such  an  unequivocal  expression  of 
opinion  was  given  against  them.  It  was  not 
the  story  of  retrenchment,  but  their  determina- 
tion not  to  consider  the  question  at  all,  that  helped 
with  plenty  other  reasons  to  seal  their  fate. — 
We  did  not  pretend  we  could  touch  the  Gover- 
nor’s or  Judges’  salary  without  their  permission. 
But  we  could  have  asked  them  whether,  under 
existing  circumstances,  with  an  immense  debt 


staring  us  in  the  face,  they  would  not  be  willing 
to  give  up  a small  portion  of  their  salary  for  a 
year  or  two,  in  order  to  relieve  the  country. — 
We  did  not  intend  to  work  miracles  with  this 
resolution  ; but  we  wanted  to  go  into  Committee 
on  the  general  state  of  the  Province,  that  we 
might  see  how  far  we  might  go  in  the  direction 
of  Retrenchment.  But,  no,  sir,  these  gen- 
tlemen would  not  ; llow  us  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter at  all.  The  sum  of  th  ir  answer  was, 

“ Retrenchment  is  unworthy  of  our  consi- 
deration. We  canno  brook  the  idea  of  listen- 
ing to  the  remarks  made  in  favour  of  it.”  If 
they  had  gone  into  conairaitfcee  they  might  now 
have  raised  with  some  degree  of  consistency,  the 
objections  which  they  have  u ged  to-day  ; but 
they  came  forward  and  gave  an  unqualified  dis- 
sent to  the  proposition.  “ No,”  they  said,  “ we 
will  have  no  reduction  of  salaries,  though  the 
country  is  so  largely  in  debt.”  Yet  the  hon. 
gentleman  comes  forward  and  charges  the  Gov- 
ernment with  a dereliction  of  principle  when  we 
have  an  immense  revenue  which,  I am  proud  to 
say,  enables  us  to  give  such  a large  amount  to 
roads  and  bridges,  to  education,  and  the  other 
great  services  in  which  the  people  take  so  deep 
an  interest,  to  the  extent  of  over  fifty  per  cent, 
above  any  previous  grants.  Therefore  I say 
the  hon.  gentleman  f as  entirely  failed  to  make 
out  an  argument  upon  which  he  can  stand  for 
a moment,  or  in  fact,-  to  urge  a single  thing  that 
bears  the  semblance  of  an  argument. 

The  hon.  member  has  told  us  about  the  amal- 
gamation of  the  Chancery  Court  with  the  Su- 
preme Court.  I remember  the  difficulty  that 
met  myself  and  others  in  accomplishing 
that  object.  I believe  the  change  was 

sound  and  good  ; I believe  it  was  an 
improvement  of  a valuable  nature, — that  it  is 
better  calculated  to  subserve  the  true  interests 
of  t*  is  country.  I believe  it  is  a very  good  sys- 
tem tha  we  have  in  operation,  but  it  is  not 
without  its  inconveniences  and  troublesome  de- 
lays. Now  what  is  the  course  pursued?  A 
writ  is  issued.  After  the  pleas  are. put  in  the 
Judge  has  to  make  an  order  for  determining 
the  issues  to  be  submitted  to  a Jury — six  or 
seven  months  must  elapse  before  the  issues  can 
be  tried,  and  if  the  Defendant  is  not  willing  to 
try  the  cause  it  is  put  off  to  another  term,  and  it 
is  often  twelve  months  before  an  issue  of  the 
most  simple  nature  can  be  determined ; but 
what  may  be  done  under  this  bill  ? A Judge  in 
equity  having  ascertained  what  the  issues  are, 
may  determine  an  issue  to  be  tried  before  him- 
self at  any  time,  and  as  the  large  amount  of 
wo  k must  be  done  in  Halifax  where  transac- 
tions requiring  Equity  jurisdiction  principally 
take  place,  he  would  have  it  in  his  power  on  the 
issues  being  determined  to  have  them  forthwith 
tried  by  a Jury.  There  are  also  other  highly 
valuable  improvements  which  I need  not  detain 
the  house  in  showing.  The  hon.  member  said 
that  the  system  was  now  ample  and  better  than 
any  that  exists  in  any  other  part  of  Her  Majes- 
ty’s dominions.  I believe  that  is  true  to  a cer- 
tain extent ; but  there  are  various  impor- 
tant changes  which  can  j- till  he  made  in  the 
practice  of  Equity  jurisdiction,  and  I feel  satis- . 
fied  that  by  the  appointment  of  an  Equity  judge, 
whose  peculiar  duty  it  will  be  to  oversee  the  de- 
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cision3  in  this  court,  large  and  valuable  im- 
provements may  be  made,  which  will  be  calcu- 
lated to  give  increased  facility  to  the  decision 
and  final  settlement  of  cases  that  may  come  be- 
fore that  court. 

The  hon.  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  his  rhe- 
toric, turned  attention  to^the  resolution  of  1855, 
touching  the  appointment  ot  a Chief  Justice. — 
The  hon.  member  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  it 
on  the  Journals.  That  may  be  ; but  he  must 
bear  in  mind  that  ten  years  may  alter  the  cir- 
cumstances of  a country  so  as  to  produce  a ne- 
cessity for  a very  different  organization  in  refer- 
ence to  the  adminisilfc.tion  of  justice.  What 
might  have  been  good  in  1855  may  not  be  so 
good  in  1884.  Our  experience  since  the  Courts 
were  amalgamated  may  have  shown  gentlemen 
that  there  is  necessity  for  a different  state  of 
things  now.  I am  fully  satisfied  that  tha*-  reso- 
lution might  have  been  passed  in  1855,  and  gen- 
tlemen might  vote  consistently  for  the  bill  under 
consideration. 

The  hon.  member  says  that  he  is  bound  to 
believe  that  the  bill  is  intended  to  give  a retiring 
allowance  to  the  Hon.  Atty.  General.  I will 
tell  him  that  it  is  intended  for  the  performance 
of  duties  that  are  of  the  highest  character,  and 
is  absolutely  required  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  country.  It  is  the  performance  of  a high 
duty  by  the  Government,  because  it  will  give 
the  country  a Court  that  will  do  its  business 
rapidly  and  efficiently,  and  at  the  sahie  time 
provide  against  increased  delays  on  the  circuit  ; 
and  it  may,  and  probably  will  be,  the  right  of 
my  hon.  friend  to  accept  that  ppointment — for 
his  services  for  the  last  quarter  of  a century  en~ 
title  him  to  it  beyond  any  other  man  in  Nova 
Scotia.  Twenty  years  ago  he  gave  an  earnest 
of  his  desire  to  remain  in  public  life,  and  pro- 
mote the  public  weal,  when  promotion  to  the 
Bench  was  his  for  the  asking.  The  people  of  all 
parties  would  say  that  the  hon.  Attorney  General 
is  entitled  to  the  emoluments  of  that  office  with- 
out one-fourth  of  the  duty  which  this  bill  will 
impose  upon  him.  I believe  the  hon.  gentle- 
man has  a practice  wh  ch  gives  him  a far 
larger  salary  than  he  can  receive  under  this 
bill ; therefore  he  is  mating  a sacrifice  if  he  ac- 
cepts it ; and  instead  of  the  compliment  being 
paid  to  him,  he,  by  acceptance  of  the  office, 
makes  the  obligation  on  the  other  side.  What 
is  it  he  has  to  do  I To  hold  a court  in  Halifax 
weekly  for  equity  business,  and  to  fake  one  of 
the  circuits  whenever  necessary ; to  do  chamber 
business,  and  sit  during  the  whole  court  when 
necessary  to  hear  arguments.  Can  it  be  said, 
then,  that  the  hon.  member  will  be  under  any 
compliment  to  the  Governor  or  Legislature  if  it 
offers  him  this  office,  after  his  long  parliamen- 
tary career  and  public  services  ? The  hofi  gen- 
tleman, in  accepting  this  position,  gives  us  ano- 
ther  earnest  that  he  is  still  desirous,  in  this  new 
sphere,  of  working  hard  for  the  country.  I have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  there  is  a com 
pliment  on  either  side,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
people  themselves  who  are  laid  under  it. 

The  hon.  member  says  that  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral merits  all  that  c m be  legitimately  given 
him — and  that  if  it  can  be  shown  that  this  office 
is  legitimately  given  to  him  he  will  be  satisfied. 


I will  endeavour  now  to  show  that  there  was 
not  one  argument  used  by  him  to  convince  this 
House  or  ountry  that  it  was  not  legitimate  to 
pass  this  bill.  He  saj-s  it  it  is  necessary  to  have 
another  Judge  why  not  appoint  the  late  Master 
of  the  Rolls,  and  by  that  means  you  will  only, 
says  he,  r quire  an  expenditure  of  £800  a y*  ar 
in  addition  to  his  pension,  i do  not  know  f the 
hon  member  has  the  confidence  of  the  late 
Master  of  toe  Rolls  or  xot,  and  is  able  to  state  if 
that  gentleman  would  accept  the  office'!  I :ake 
it  that  at  the  period  of  life  to  which  that  gentle- 
man has  strived,  and  in  the  state  of  his  health, 
you  would  ask  him  in  v in  to  accept  this  posi- 
tion for  any  salary  you  would  offer  him.  and 
thus  I answer  that  sugg  stion. 

Gentlemen  know  the  wide  distinction  between 
arguing  a question  to  a parry  and  a non-party 
aspect.  The  hon.  gentleman  says  his  course  is 
sufficient  to  show  that  in  several  government 
m tiers  be  has  not  been  actuated  by  party 
Spirit.  Well  these  professions  are  very  good  ia 
their  way,  but  actions  speak  louder  than  words 
I will  not  weary  t e House  by  entering  upon  any 
commentary  on  the  course  of  the  hon.  member  ; 
bus  I may  say  there  were  several  questions  which 
came  up  here  on  which  his  policy  was  stereo- 
typed be  ore  the  counuy,  and  if  he  had  not  sup- 
ported them  although  originating  with  the  Go- 
he  felt  he  would  have  been  grossly  inconsistent 
X say  to  him,  therefore,  that  he  cannot  lay  claim 
to  so  very  much  credit  on  that  score  after  all. 

The  hon  member  gave  us  some  statistics  of 
esses  from  some  gentleman  with  whom  he  is 
acquai  ted,  and  told  us  that  with  the  exception 
of  foreclosures  there  vrere  hut  20  causes  in  the* 
Equity  Court  for  four  years,  previous  to  1855. 

I believe  no  person  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
Court  of  Chancery  under  the  old  system,  but 
must  see  there  is  a great  accumulation  of  busi- 
ness since  that  period.  There  is  • large  amount 
of  business  d;>ne  in  the  country  which  is  not 
exhibited  at  ail  in  Halifax.  The  hon  member 
has  given  us  a list  of  what  has  taken  place  in 
Halifax,  but  I tell  him  there  is  a very  consider- 
able amount  of  business  in  addition  done  in 
every  county,  and  a great  deal  has  been  settled 
without  appearing  on  the  records  in  Halifax  at 
all.  The  reason  is  libs,  that  in  the  ease  of  small 
operations  to  which  equity  might  be  applied, 
the  court  previously  to  *55  was  a sealed  court. 
A man  would  lose  a matter  of  £40  or  £50,  ra- 
ther than  go  into  the  court  with  all  its  delays 
and  expenses.  This  is  what  prevented  a n um 
ber  of  persons  going  into  the  Chancery  Court ; 
but  since  that  period  a large  number  of  cases 
have  been  brought  in  that  court  iu  consequence 
of  the  change  that  was  made  But  I say  that  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  pass  this  bid.  If 
we  can  provide  for  the  business  that  is  neces- 
sary—if  we  can  enable  an  individual  to  get  his 
business  settled  in  a shorter  time,  and  more  rea  • 
sonabiy,  we  shah  save  the  people  four  times  the 
salary  given  by  this  bill.  Look  at  the  expense 
of  witnesses  in  a single  case — sometimes  they 
amount  to  £10  or  £1.2,  or  even  £20  for  a term. 
Take  the  212  cases  that  are  left  over,  and  put 
£10  to  each,  and  you  will  obtain  a sum  that  will 
pay  for  more  th  *n  two  judges.  If  that  be  the 
case,  and  who  so  rash  to  deny  it,  are  you  not 
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actually  effecting  by  this  Bill  a saving  for  the 
country  ? Witn  sses  are  often  obliged  to  attend 
two  or  three  courts,  at  considerable  expense  a d 
inconvenience,  and  if  you  can  remedy  that  evil, 
is  it  not  our  duty  to  do  so  ? It  should  be  the 
policy  of  this  House  to  use  every  effort  to  have 
the  business  of  the  country  done  as  expedtiously 
and  cheaply  as  possible. 

The  hon.  member  then  undertook  to  tell  us 
that  under  the  system  proposed  it  will  costover 
.$'00  for  each  case  that  is  to  be  tried.  Let  me 
tell  him  that  I practice  in  6 comities  in  Nova  ~co- 
tia,  and  I am  confident  they  alone  will  show 
more  than  double  the  amoun  of  business  tbai  is 
set  down  by  him  as  appertaining  to  Equity.  It 
it  is  not  so,  I will  undertake  to  pay  the  salary 
out  of  my  own  pocket  for  the  next  two  years. 
The  hon.  member  has  also  gone  into  an  elabo- 
rate calculation  and  endeavored  to  show  us  that 
the  judges  are  occupied  only  half  their  time. — 
He  says  that  the  Judges  will  only  have  nine 
weeks  ot  work  on  circuit ; but  his  whole  calcu- 
lation was  based  on  he  idea  that  we  had  five 
Judges.  I assert  that  this  is  all  we  want.  We 
accept  your  calculations ; give  us  the  five  Jud- 
ges, and  we  will  be  able  to  go  through  the  busi- 
ness ; but  reduce  the  number  to  four,  and  they 
cannot  compass  it  The  improvement  which 
this  bill  will  givj  us  in  reference  to  the  argu 
ments  in  Halifax  will  be  this : that  by  the  addi- 
tion of  a Judge  in  Equity  you  will  enable  the 
Judges  to  sit  ten  instead  of  sjx  weeks.  There- 
fore by  the  addition  of  a Judge  you  will  nearly 
double  the  amount  of  time  they  can  devote  to 
this  important  portion  of  their  duti  s.  Even  then 
the  Judges  will  be  nearly  the  hardest  worked 
men  in  the  country.  The  hon.  member,  in  his 
calculations,  allowed  the  Judges  ten  weeks  for 
making  up  their  judgments ; but  I believe  that 
if  he  himself  should  hear  the  arguments,  read 
up  in  reference  to  them,  and  att  nd  to  chamber 
practice,  and  summary  business  besides,  he 
would  find  that  there  would  be  little  lime  at 
his  disposal. 

I hold  that  the  Judges  are  tied  down  as  much 
as  any  other  public  servants  in  the  Province. 
They  cannot  leave  the  Province  without  asking 
leave,  and  having  half  their  salary  stopped  if  it 
is  thought  proper.  The  fact  is,  you  give  them 
a retiring  allowance,  with  most  arduous  work  to 
perform ; therefore  the  situation  of  the  j adges 
is  not  to  be  envied  by  any  gentleman  of  the 
legal  profes  ion  who  has  a large  and  lucrative 
practice.  I say  to  the  lion  member  that  men 
are  often  too  apt  to  hold  ideas  in  respect  to  cer- 
tain positions,  which,  on  practical  experience, 
are  found  entirely  visionary. 

The  hon.  rifember  says  if  the  business  is  not 
done,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  judges  He  ought 
to  know  that  during  the  sitting  of  the  Legist 
ture  a great  many  professional  men  are  engaged 
in  this  House  and  the  upper  one,  and  it  is  im- 
possible for  them  to  attend  to  their  own  busi- 
ness and  that  of  the  country  at  the  same  time. 
To  attend  circuits  and  the  Legislature  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  is  impracticable.  How 
would  gentlemen  sitting  ia  this  House  like  to 
be  called  upon  to  leave  their  duties  here  in  the 
winter  to  go  on  circuit.  The  hen.  gentleman 
wij|  therefore  see  he  has  suggested  what  is  an 
impossibility  to  perform— or  at  least  what  can- 


not be  done  without  ruining  the  business  of  the 
country,  which  should  be  considered  over  and 
above  everythin  else.  We  have  been  told  that 
the  calling  out  of  the  Militia,  at  certain  seasons, 
is  most  injurio  s to  the  count  y distrie  s ; and 
for  the  same  reason  it  is  better  that  suits 
should  sta  d over  than  that  the  people  should 
be  called  from  their  haying,  from  their  harvest* 
ing,  and  other  agricultural  operations,  and  fish- 
ermen from  their  fishing  grounds.  All  these 
difficulties,  however,  will  be  remedied  by  the 
arrangements  of  which  I have  spoken  m refer- 
ence to  the  circuits.  Whilst  we  have  only  four 
Ridges  we  cannot  expect  the  business--  of  the 
coua  r y to  be  transa  ted  with  anything  li  e a 
satisfactory  system,  for  with  but  four  circuits 
the  necessary  arrangements  c nnot  be  made. 

I will  now  turn  to  the  hon  gentleman’s  re- 
ferences to  Retrenchment,  and  here  let  me  ex- 
press my  regret  that  we  had  not  known,  he  was 
going  to  favour  us  with  a constitutional  debate 
on  that  subject.  If  we  bad  been  aware  of  it,  »e 
might  have  been  prepared  with  some  materials 
that  would  not  be  very  welcome  to  the  bon. 
gentleman  I think  we  could  take  some  speech- 
es of  his  own  delivered  in  J62  and  ’63,  in  res- 
pect to  retrenchment,  which  would  not  give  us, 
in  the  light  of  his  present  acti  n,  a very  high 
opinion  of  his  sincerity  and  consistency.  I be- 
lieve that  the  hon.  member  has  not  been  able  to 
bring  a'ny  charges  against  myselt  in  connection 
with" this  matt  r,  or  to  quote  any  ‘-'elegant  ex- 
tracts” from  my  speeches ; but  if  he  will  turn  to 
my  vote  he  will  find  that  I voted  in  favour  of 
making  enquiries  into  the  feasibility  of  Re- 
trenchment. But  without  dwelling  on  his  re- 
ferences to  other  gentlemen  which  I presume 
will  be  satisfactorily  disposed  of  by  them,  let  me 
say  a few  words  with  respect  to  his  remarks 
on  the  matter  of  railway  extension.  He  says 
that  the  construction  of  the  railway  to  Pictou 
is  entirely  opposed  to  retrenchment,  and  I must 
express, my  surprise  to  hear  the  observations  he 
has  made.  Does  not  the  hon.  gentleman  rem- 
ember his  own  course  in  the  past?  has  it,  too, 
pas  ed  into  that  oblivion  into  which  he  would 
sink  his  opposition  to  all  enquiry  into  retrench- 
ment? Perhaps  we  could  go  back  previous  to 
the  general  election  of  1859,  and  bring  up  not 
mere  bearsa;  evidence,  but  the  reported  speech- 
es of  gentlemen  who  pledged  themselves  not  to 
sustain  any  government  that  would  not  build 
the  railway  to  Pictou.  Well,  on  the  faith  of 
these  pledges  these  gentlemen  return  d to  pow- 
er ; but  did  they  carry  out  their  pledges  ? No, 
they  procrastinated  from  day  to  day,  from  y ar  to 
yea*-,  and  at  last  all  their  grand  pledges  culmina- 
ted in  a dubious  railway  measure  for  eleven  miles. 
Let  me  ask  him  now,  in  the  language  of  his  own 
papers,  who  have  been  the  “ Pharisees  and  Hy- 
pocrites ?”  I tell  the  on.  gentleman,  this  refer- 
ence to  the  Pictou  railway  is  one  that  he  ought 
to  be  ashamed  to  make  in  the  face  of  this  House 
and  country,  under  the  circumstances  of  their 
broken  pie  Res  and  violated  promises. 

Let  me  here  ask,  how  is  it  that  gentlemen  op- 
posite so  carefully  ignore  their  own  connection 
with  this  question  of  retrenchment  ? Have  they 
forgotten  that  responsibility  must  attach  to  them 
now,  as  well  as  when  they  were  in  power. — 
They  caanot  fiy  kites  ? — they  are  not  liable  to 


246 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 


the  charge  of  inconsistency  ? because,  say  they 
we  are  not  now  in  p wer,  and  therefore  not  re- 
sponsible— that  is  what  they  would  make  the 
conntry  believe.  They  n ay  now  take  a conrse 
entirely  antagonistic  to  that  they  held  before  ; 
and  it  is  all  right.  I think  I need  not  press  th  s 
point  further — the  inference  is  too  obvious. 

(Mr.  Henry  here  referred  to  the  action  of 
Mr.  Archibald  and  his  friends  previous  to  the 
election  of  1859  and  subsequently  in  reference  to 
the  Pictou Railway,  and  their  voting  this  session 
in  favour  of  it,  and  asked  how  these  gentlemen 
could  now  in  vie  * of  their  past  action  stigma- 
tize the  present  government  because  they  now 
came  forward  and  extended  the  Railway  to 
Pictou.  He  then  continued  :) 

The  hon.  member  has  undertak  n to  makeup 
a list  of  the  liabilities  incurred  by  the  present 
government.  We  showed  him  the  other  day 
that  the  whole  of  these  liabilities  did  not  exceed 
the  amount  of  liability  which  he  in  ended  to 
incur  by  his  Intercolonial  Railway  Bill  last 
winter.  We  have  not  proposed  as  he  did  to 
fouild  60  or  70  miles  ot  railway  out  of  the  Pro- 
vince. Let  me  ask  him,  too,  what  position  does 
the  hon.  member  himself  occupy  in  respect  to 
the  Pictou  Railway  ? He  voted  for  it  himeelf, 
and  yet  he  comes  forward  and  denounces  the 
government  for  having  introduced  a measure 
which  met  his  own  entire  approval  and  sup 
port.  He  also  finds  fault  with  us  in  respect  to 
the  Inspectors  of  Schools ; but  did  he  not  sup- 
port the  bill  and  express  his  warm  approval  of 
the  appointment  of  such  officers  1 Was  there 
ever  a more  glaring  evidence  of  a man  wishing 
to  make  political  capital  out  of  everything, 
without  any  regard  to  his  own  expressed  opi- 
nions'? We  have  not  yet  settled  the  Mines’ 
Bill,  but  I await  with  considerable  curiosity  to 
see  what  action  he  will  take  in  respect  to  the 
Inspector  proposed.  He  says,  however,  that 
the  appointment  will  cause  a charge  of  $2000  a 
year  upon  the  revenue  ; and  to  this  I may  say 
at  once  that  if  the  government  intend  giving  a 
smaller  sum,  they  ought  not  to  be  charged  with 
a lavish  expenditure  of  the  public  funds.  Cer- 
tainly they  would  be  justified,  after  what  he 
has  suggested  as  the  worth  of  such  a man  as 
will  be  requisite,  in  giving  $2000  a year  for  a 
service  indispensably  necessary. 

The  hon.  member  has  also  brought  up  the 
item  of  reporting  the  debates.  I ask  him,  was 
he  not  here  when  the  resolution  authorising  this 
expenditure  was  brought  in.  The  committee 
to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  was  compo- 
sed, among  others,  of  two  gentlemen  who  were 
members  of  the  late  government ; and  the  com- 
mittee unanimously  reported  that  it  was  for  the 
interests  of  the  country  that  an  efficient  Repor- 
ter should  be  engaged.  That  report  was 
brough’  into  the  House,  and  adopted  without  a 
dissentient  voice.  Therefore  I say  if  he  sits 
quietly  in  his  place,  and  hears  a report  read, 
and  does  not  object  to  it,  he  acquiesces  in  it.  It 
is  his  duty,  if  he  disapproves  of  it,  to  rise  and 
express  that  disapproval,  or  else  he  is  wanting 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty  as  a public  man. 
He  did  not  do  so,  but  on  the  contrary  by  his 
silence  gave  consent,  and  now  attacks  the  Go- 
vernment for  doing  as  he  himself  did.  It  may 
be  wise  or  not  to  expend  that  money ; it  may  be 


that  the  interests  of  the  count  y can  be 
better  subserved  by  leaving  the  matter  to  pri- 
vate enterprise,  but  as  the  matter  was  decided 
bj'  the  two  sides  of  the  House,  he  cannot  now 
complain.  A difference  of  opinion  existed  on 
this  subject  two  years  ago,  and  the  late  Gov- 
ernment moved  a resolution  in  this  house  to 
discontinue  the  official  reporting.  I may  say 
at  once  to  the  hon.  member  that  the  late  Go- 
vernment are  not  entitled  to  any  credit  for  re- 
trenchment on  tfiat  score.  That  Government,  I 
have  a very  strong  suspicion,  had  o her  and 
more  potent  reasons  for  their  course  Perhaps 
they  had  a feeling  that  it  was  noc  altogether  ad- 
visable to  allow  the  speeches  of  their  opponents 
to  go  side  by  si  e with  their  own,  in  their  own 
organs,  to  the  country — perhaps  they  thought 
it  was  not  a bad  plan,  previous  to  a General 
Election,  to  prepare  the  people  by  garbled  re- 
ports of  what  was  going  on  in  the  Legislature  ! 
Take  up  their  papers  of  that  session,  and  you 
will  find  that  ihey  left  out  the  speeches  of  mem- 
bers in  opposition,  or  else  got  them  up  in  a way 
to  serve  their  own  purposes.  They  felt  that  if 
the  House  had  an  official  Reporter,  the  speeches 
of  both  sides  would  have  to  be  published  in  their 
own  papers,  and  placed  before  the  people  of  the 
country  in  an  impartial  manner.  Feeling  that 
this  would  never  answer  the  object  that  they 
had  in  view,  they  determined  to  discontinue  a ! 
system  which  would  at  least  give  the  country  a 
guarantee  that  the  reports  were  impartial. 
Now,  however,  when  these  gentlemen  are  out 
of  power,  and  wish  that  theic  speeches  should 
go  to  the  country  in  the  press  of  both  parties, 
they  do  not  come  forward  and  oppose  a resolu- 
tion providing  for  accurate  reports  I say, 
therefore,  in  view  of  the  altered  circumstances, 
the  hon  member  had  a go  d party  reason  for  j 
the  course  he  pursued  in  1862,  and  in  1864  as 
well.  These  are  matters  which  the  country 
can  very  well  understand,  when  properly  refer- 
red to  them. 

The  hon.  gentleman  said  that  he  suggested  a 
course  in  reference  to  the  revised  statutes  which 
wo  Id  have  saved  $8000  He  wanted  to  pass 
them  en  bloc.  That  is,  fter  passing  the  statutes, 
the  House  was  to  be  occupied  in  passing  bilis 
in  amendment  of  those  in  the  code.  Why,  is  it  j 
not  evident  such  a course  would  largely  increase  j 
our  printing  expenses,  and  lead  to  inextricable 
difficul  y and  confusion.  Now,  however,  under 
the  plan  pursued,  a person  taking  up  the  volume 
of  the  R S.  can  say,  Here  is  the  whole  law  of 
the  Province  There  is  no  necessity  for  turn- 
ing to  another  volume  of  acts  passed  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1864  in  amendment  of  those  in  the  Sta- 
tutes passed  the  same  session  man  sees  the  |; 

whole  law  at  a glance  in  the  code.  In  the  past, 
the  Legislature  have  committed  the  folly  and 
inconsistency  of  parsing  the  R.  S.  and  cutting 
them  all  to  pieces,  and  destroying  them  as  law, 
in  the  same  session.  That  was  the  course  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  member.  I tell  him  that  if 
we  followed  his  suggestions  we  would  have 
caused  a large  expenditure  for  printing,  and  in 
addition  have  published  a comparatively  useless 
book,  and  one  highly  calculated  to  mislead,  in- 
stead of  saving  £2000  a year,  as  he  has  intimated. 

The  hon.  member  next  got  into  the  question 
of  the  Revenue.  He  says  we  came  into  passes- 
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sion  of  that  with  which  we  h^d  nothing  to  do. 
I remember  after  the  late  Government  were 
formed,  and  were  able  to  show  some  small  in- 
crease in  the  revenue,  they  took  great  credit  to 
themselves  for  the  vigilance  which  they  assert- 
ed had  induced  this  increase.  “ We  havye  ex- 
ercised a vigilance  that  the  late  Government 
did  not that  was  the  burthen  of  their  song. 
Well,  I tell  them,  I ac  ept  this  argument  as 
sound,  and  a k them  if  the  Government  are  not 
entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  r vigilance,  since 
they  have  succeeded  in  securing  so  large  a rev- 
enue But,  says  the  hon.  member,  Why  don't 
you  pay  you  debts  with  the  money  you  have 
got?  Well,  the  Estimate  of  the  Financial 
Secretary  was  brought  here,  and  was  under 
consideration,  and  I te  1 him  if  there  was  a 
f ingle  item  in  it  of  which  he  did  not  approve,  it 
wa  his  duty  to  have  moved  against  it-  Now 
that  the  votes  have  pa  sed,  it  is  not  proper  for 
him  to  complain.  This  is  the  way  that  I think 
the  country  will  look  at  the  course  of  the  hon. 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Archibald. — Surely  the  hon.  gentleman 
does  not  wish  to  misrepresent  me.  I moved  a 
resolution  in  Committee  of  Supply  agaiust  the 
grant  of  $16000  for  the  St  Peters'  Canal. 

Hon.  Sol.  Genl. — As  I understood  the  hon. 
gentleman  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  Canal  but 
only  object  d to  the  estimate  because  it  was  too 
small. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec. — The  hon.  member  for 
Colchester  is  quite  correct — he  seemed  quite  de- 
termined to  do  everything  he  could  to  defeat 
the  estimate  for  the  Canal. 

Hon.  Sol.  Genl. — I listened  to  Pe  hon.  gen- 
tleman's remarks,  and  they  produced  the  im- 
pression on  my  mind  as  I have  stated.  How- 
ever, that  was  but  a small  item  in  the  Estimates, 
and  he  opposed  none  of  the  re3t  at  all  events. 

(Mr.  Henry  here  denied  that  there  was  any 
extravagance  on  the  part  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, an  ; said  he  could  bring  abundant  evi- 
dence to  prove  that  the  late  Government  were 
I alone  amenable  to  that  charge.  It  was  nothing, 
under  the  late  regime , to  order  a hundred  pounds 
here  and  there,  without  the  sanction  of  the  Le- 
gislature. A gentleman  could  patronize  a club 
in  London  to  a considerable  amount  without  any 
authority,  ••  nd  it  was  all  right  then.  He  said  he 
could  refer  to  certain  large  grants  given  to  the 
Western  Counties  for  services  done  o the  late 
Government  by  particular  members.  Provision, 
for  instance,  was  made  for  a celebrated  town- 
ship, where  a gentleman  had  deserted  his  party. 
The  hon.  member  for  Colchester  wras  the  last 
one  in  the  House  to  talk  of  ‘ flying  kites."  That 
hon  gentleman  had  got  a large  grant  himself  in 
the  Estimates  for  an  anticipated  road.  Did  he 
consider  a road  to  Tatamagouche  and  Point 
Brule  a kite  ? Mr.  Henry  then  continued  :) 

Does  the  hon.  member  consider  the  extra 
money  given  for  the  important  services  of  Roads 
and  Bridges,  Education,  and  Navigation  Secu- 
rities, a mere  “ kite."  I think  I can  show  that 
ho  gentleman  has  got  a pound  in  his  county 
that  ought  not  to  be  rather  raised  to  £10  if  the 
interests  of  the  country  were  considered  and 
the  revenue  permitted.  Cali  these  kites  indeed  ! 


They  are  at  all  events  nothing  like  the  railway 
kites  they  flew.  All  I can  say  is,  I would  like 
to  have  such  kites  to  exhibit  frequently  to  the 
people.  It  would  have  been  well  for  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  his  colleagues,  if  they  had  had  such 
kites  last  year  before  the  29th  of  May,  to  pre- 
sent to  the  constituencies  of  this  Province. 

The  hon.  member  then  goes  into  the  consi- 
deration of  the  question  of  the  difficulties  that 
are  likely  to  arise  in  case  of  peace  being  brought 
about  on  any  terms  between  North  and  South. 
Be  says,  you  are  expending  the  public  money 
recklessly — you  are  hastening  on  to  ruin 
and  bankruptcy.  But  the  hon.  gentleman 
need  not  imagine  he  is  going  to  frighten  us  with 
these  mere  generalities.  He  told  us — and  this 
was  the  only  point  that  bore  the  semblance  of 
an  argument — that  the  ten  per  cents,  must  de- 
crease in  value  if  the  war  closes,  and  bring 
about  a decrease,  as  a matter  of  course,  in  the 
revenue.  He  says  these  articles  are  now  all 
doubled  in  price,  and  if  peace  ensues,  down 
goes  the  price  of  cotton  goods  at  once.  If  the 
hon.  member  would  giv  us  more  figures  on 
this  point — something  else  than  such  vague 
assertions,  we  might  think  there  was  some 
weight  in  the  argument.  But  after  all  there  is 
not  much  in  it,  for  cotton  goods  bear  a small 
proportion  to  the  other  articles  which  pay  a 
duty  of  ten  per  cent.  I would  ask  the  hon. 
member  to  look  at  other  articles  in  the  ten  per 
cents,  and  tell  me  if  they  are  likely  to  decrease 
in  value.  However,  whatever  happens,  we 
have  the  power  of  regulating  the  revenue,  and 
no  danger  need  be  apprehended  from  our  ap- 
propriations this  year.  W e go  into  committee 
of  supply  every  session,  and  see  what  sums  are 
requisite  to  meet  the  public  necessities.  I 
hold  that  next  year  if  we  come  back  and 
find  that  matters  are  in  that  state  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  restrain  expenditure,  it  is  in  our  pow- 
er to  cio  so,  or  we  can  if  necessary  do  as  they 
did.  raise  the  duties.  Does  not  the  hon.  mem- 
ber see  how  much  reason  we  have  for  believing 
that  our  present  satisfactory  condition  will  con- 
tinue? Does  he  wink  out  of  sight  the  remark- 
able development  of  our  mines — especially  in 
Cape  Breton  ? Capital  is  flowing  into  and  open- 
ing up  the  resources  of  that  fine  portion  of  the 
Province,  to  an  extent  we  could  hardly  have 
anticipated  a few  years  ago.  The  gold  and 
other  mines  will  employ  thousands  to  work 
them.  I contend,  therefore,  in  view  of  the  in- 
crease of  trade,  that  this  development  must 
cream,  we  need  not  fear  any  sudden  revulsion 
in  our  present  financial  condition,  and  that  the 
fears  of  the  hon  member  are  entirely  baseless. 

The  hon.  boliotor  General  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing his  regret  that  the  course  pursued  by 
the  leader  of  the  opposition  in  dragging  into  the 
debate  matter  totally  irreievent,|and  unconnect- 
ed with  the  question  under  discussion,  had  ren- 
dered itnec  ssary  for  him  to  address  tie  House 
at  greater  length  than  he  would  otherwise  have 
done. 

See  page  249. 
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Friday,  April  22. 

The  House  met  at  (bree  o’clock. 

Dr.  °locumb  introduced  a Bill  to  encourage 
the  F.  kerit-8  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  proposes  to  sub- 
sidize our  fishermen  out  o^the  Treasury. 

HjOB  Paov  Sec.  said  the  Bill  properly  come 
under  the  rule  in  reference  to  the  inus&tiou  of 
money  votes,  and  could  not  be  introduced  by  any 
c-ne  except  the  Government.  He  was  glad,  how- 
ever, the  hon.  gentleman  bad  called  attention  to 
the  matter,  and  he  trusted  the  Government  would 
bo  able  to  give  ic  some  consideration  during  the 
recess* 

The  Bill  was  allowed  to  lie  over  for  tbe  present. 

7*1  r.  Pryor,  brought  in  tbe  report  of  tbe  Militia 
Committee.  It  recommended  That  Sergt  M*jor 
B reck  in’s  salary  be  increased  to  $500  a year,  in 
consideration  fur  bis  valuable  services  ; that  &u 
extra  grant  of  $5000  for  the  Militia  service  be 
given,  2,nd  that  the  Adjutant  General’s  salary  be 
$1300,  and  that  of  inspecting  Field  Offices  $1200 
each — no  allowance  to  be  made  for  forage. 

Hon  Mr.  MgKinbon  brought  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Robickeau  reported  finally  from  the  Com- 
mittee e-n  Navigation  Securities.  It  recommends 
an  improved  light  for  Sambro,  a fog-horn  at  the 
entrance  of  Halifax  Harbor,  and  a light-house  at 
Little  Hope. 

Mr.  Cowie  expressed  hi?  gratification  that  & 
want  had  at  last  been  supplied — namely,  a light* 
house  at  Little  Hope. 

Mr.  Pryor  expressed  his  regret  that  the  Com- 
mittee bad  not  seen  <he  necessity  of  constructing 
a light  at  Peggy’s  Cove— -a  subject  which  had 
been  before  the  House  for  many  years. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec.  brought  in  & bill  to  defray  cer- 
tain expenses  of  the  Civil  Government  of  this 
Province,  which  was  read  a second  time. 

Tlje  Bouse  then  went  into  Committee  on  bills, 
and  disposed  of  the  following  bills : Relative  to 

MUiti-i  ; — To  improve  Sewerage  in  the  City  of 
Halifax. 

Hoc.  Pro?  Sec.,  by  special  leave,  introduced 
a bill  to  change  the  name  of  Porter; own,  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  to  Hasting?. 

Tbe  hon.  genlernan  also  introduced  a bill  to 
incorporate  the  South  Joggins  Freestone  and 
Grind  stone  Quarry  Company.  In  doing  so  he 
stated  that  he  would  have  introduced  the  mea- 
sure before  for  the  absence  of  one  of  the  par- 
ties in  the  United  States. 

Tbe  principle  of  the  bill  was  the  same  as  that 
adopted,  in  other  bills  of  a similar  nature,  and 
he  therefore  w- uM  move  that  the  bill  bo  read  a 
seeoncl  time,  and  committed  to  a committee  of 
the  whole  House.  The  existence  of  the  celebra- 
ted free  stone  quarries  at  the  South  Joggins  was 
well  known,  and  the  exportation  of  the  stone 
raised  from  them  had  done  more  to  bring  the 
Province  into  notice  abroad  than  any  other 
branch  of  industry.  The  proprietor  of  these 
mines,  Mr.  Seaman,  had  realized  a large  fortune 
from  his  successful  operations,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  works  on  a more  extended 
scale,  in  order  to  supply  the  rUpidly  increasing 


demand  for  this  kind  of  stone.  It  was  proposed 
under  this  bill  to  organize  a company,  with  a 
large  capital,  to  engage  in  the  enterprize. 

The  bill  w;s  read  a first  and  second  time. 

The  Council,  by  message,  informed  the  House 
that  they  bad  agreed  to  bills  to  incorporate  the 
Nova  Scotia  Gold  Amalgamating  Company — to 
incorporate  the  Mutual  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia — 
relating  o steam  navigation — as  amended. 

Hon  Mr.  Shannon,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Record  Commission,  reported. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  until  11  o’clock  the 
next  day. 


Saturday,  23d  April,  18G4. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

Tbe  bouse  met  at  eleven  o’clock. 

.Hon.  Fin.  Sec  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, of  which  he  had  given  notice  some  days 
previous:  Whereas,  inconsequence  of  the  finan- 
cial year  ending  on  the  31bt  December,  it  is  found 
necessary  fo  postpone  the  calling  together  of  the 
Legislature  until  February,  therefore,  Resolved, 
that  the  financial  year  end  on  the  SQib  September 
in  each  year,  and  that  the  public  accounts  be 
made  up  accordingly.”  The  motion  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  bills, 
and  took  up  the  chap,  in  R.S.  relative  to  Regis- 
trars of  Deeds. 

To  the  latter  bill  an  amendment  was  made  to 
the  effect  chat  no  practicing  barrister  or  attor- 
ney shall  hold  the  office  of  Registrar  of  Deeds  ; 
this  provision,  however,  not  to  affect  any  pre- 
sent incumbent  in  the  practice  of  the  law. 

The  bill  to  defray  certain  expenses  of  the  civil 
government  of  the  Province;  one  to  change  a 
name,  and  one  to  incorporate  Sc-uih  Joggins 
Free  Scone  and  Grinds;  one  Quarry  Company, 
and  several  chapters  in  the  RS.,  were  passed 
through  committee. 

The  home  adjourned  at  one  and  resumed  at 
three,  and  went  into  committee  on  the  R S. 

The  house  adjourned  over  at  six  until  eleven 
on  Tuesday. 


Tuesday,  26th  April. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

Se  veral  chapters  ia  the  R.  S.  were  read  a third 
time  and  sent  to  the  Council. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  and  was 
occupied  for  some  time  with  the  Practiee  Act, 
ia  the  R.  S. 

The  House  adjourned  at  one  until  3. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  at  3 o’clock,  and  took  up 
the  Chap,  on  Evidence,  in  the  R.  S.,  which  pas- 
sed its  third  reading. 

Toe  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  Bills, 
and  took  up  tbe  Act  relative  to  the  Jurisdiction 
of  Magistrates  in  Civil  Cases,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bourinot.  This  Chapter  having  passed,  the 
Practice  Act  was  again  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 
A Bill  in  reference  to  Assessment  in  the  District 
of  St.  Mary’s,  Guysboro,  was  also  passed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a quarter  to  six. 
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EQUITY  COURT  BILL. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  MILLER. 

Mr.  Mfi.ler  said  as  he  believed  it  was  the  de- 
sire of  rnauy  boo  gentlemen  to  bring  the  de- 
bate to  an  early  close,  be  did  not  intend  to  in- 
flict on  the  bouse  a speech  on  the  bill  before  it. 
VVh»t  be  had  to  say,  be  could  convey  in  a very 
tow  sentences  He  thought  the  discussion  had 
✓ La  come  qui'e  irrelevant,  by  tbe  in' reduction  of 
extraneous  m -tier4  which  should  be  stparateiy 
dealt  with.  Jle  did  not  intend  »orehr  to  these, 
or  allow  them  to  havj  auy  influence  on  bis  mind 
in  connect  ion  with  tuts  bill.  The  session  bad  be- 
came much  protracted,  and  all  should  feel  de- 
sirous t)  bring  it  to  a tci initiation.  Alter  tbe 
explanation  ot  the  Provincial  S Cretary  this 
morning,  he  was  in  fa*  or  of  'h«  measure  before 
tbem,  and  would  give  it  his  support.  In  view  of 
tbe  lac's  which  bad  been  adduced  to  tbe  house, 
and  iu  view  ■ f others  w!  ieh  bad  n<  t been  men- 
..  tinned,  he  was  prepar'd  to  take  this  course. 
Poises  itig.  as  might  be  suppos*  d,  some  acqu  tint- 
a..ee  wi:h  the  pcs  tion  i f on-imss  in  th  • Supreme 
Court  in  many  counties  of  the  Province — he  had 
tt"  hesitation  iu  saying  that  he  was  convinced  the 
admi.  is. ration  ot  public  jus  ice -the  exigencies 
of  tbe  country  at  tre  present  time,  demanded  the 
step  proposed.  If  he  were  not  unwilling  to  oc- 
cupy time,  for  the  reason  already  given,  be 
thought,  by  going  into  details  be  could  show 
good  grounds  for  hie  opicion.  He  would  only 
add,  it  at  any  time  hereafter  in  this  house  or  else- 
where. bis  action  should  be  challenged,  he  felt 
satisfied  he  would  be  able  to  justify  the  vote  he 
intended  to  give.  He  thought  tbis  subject 
soouid  not  be  made  a party  question.  All  mat- 
ters affecting  tbe  Judiciary  should  be  decided  on 
tneir  own  merits,  and  it  was  injudicious  to  ap- 
proach them  with  any  view  to  political  capital. 
O.cunying  an  independent  or  neutral  position, 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  him  !o  ki  !g  im- 
partially at  tbe  subject,  and  he  felt  assured  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  required  what  was 
C0Lt  mplated  by  the  bill. 

SPEECH  OF  H N.  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY. 

Hud.  Mr  Le  Vesconte  addressed  the  bouse 
su'jstan'ial'y  as  follow  : — Tbe  bon  leader  of  the 
Opposition  in  tbe  course  of  his  lengthened  ad- 
dress has  thought  proper  to  assail  the  government 
of  which  I cm  a member,  upon  various  grounds, 
— s >me  ol  ihes;  do  not.  personally  concern  my- 
self and  I shall  therefore  have  tnem  to  be  an- 
swer'. d by  my  colleagues — but  upon  that  portion 
o;  his  remarks  vh  ch  referred  to  my  own  depart- 
ment I am  quite  prop  .-r  d to  j >ia  i sue  with  him, 
and  to  defend  the  estim  tes  I bad  tbe  honor  of 
submitting  to  thi-  legislature,  b fore  this  house 
and  the  people  of  this  country.  He  has  charged 
this  government  wi  b recklessness  and  extrava- 
gance, end  w ti  having  tquand^redi  the  public 
money  upon  unworthy  obj  cts.  L-t  me  detain 
the  bouse  for  a few  m aments  while  I exumiue  in 
detail  some  of  tbe  services  which  we  have  pro- 
vided fur,  and  upon  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
charges  uswith  having  wasted  the  people's  money., 

Iu  the  first  place  we  have  increased  the  gene- 
ral road  graut  throughout  the  Province  by  $32,- 
OOO.  This  we  have  done  from  a conviction  that 
the  surplus  revenue  of  the  country  could  not  be 
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better  applied  than  in  enabling  our  hardy  and  in- 
dustrious population  to  find  easy  and  commodi- 
ous access  to  the  various  markets,  and  because 
we  believe  an  improved  communication  between 
many  of  the  rural  districts  has  become  au  actual 
want. 

We  are  charged  with  having  given  the  county 
of  Cape  Breton  the  sum  of  $1000  on  main  post 
road,  for  new  bridges,  $1,900;  also,  three  thou* 
sand  dollars  to  open  up  and  improve  toe  roads  to 
the  new  miies— Cow  Bay,  Bridgeport,  Little  and 
Big  Glace  Bay — and  Schooner  Pond — in  order 
to  induce  tbe  people  to  devote  their  energies  to 
develope  (he  mineral  resources  of  the  country, 
and  to  afford  them  a ready  mode  of  access  to 
tteir  works. 

To  this  charge  then  we  plead  guilty. 

To  tbe  people  of  Mira  we  have  given  $700  for 
a road,  to  Gaba  us,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Lit- 
tle Bras  d'Or  we  have  given  $4.00  to  establish  a 
ferry. 

In  the  county  of  Victoria  we  have  giveD,  for 
opening  new  roads  and  building  new  bridges, 
$4000— and  to  this  further  charge  of  extrava- 
gance, we  plead  guilty. 

Then  again  we  have  appropriated  the  sum  of 
$16,000  for  the  St  Peter’s  canal— to  dig  a hole  in 
the  ground,  as  has  been  said  by  the  hon.  leader 
of  the  opposition.  1 think  that  hoc.  and  learned 
member  has  dug  a hole  for  himself  in  tbe  minds 
of  the  people  of  Cape  Breton  which  it  will  tax 
ali  his  legal  ingenuity  to  enable  him  to  creep 
out  of.  The  people  of  Cape  Breton  know  now 
who  are  their  friends  and  who  their  foes. 

They  know  new  how  rightly  to  estimate  those, 
who  in  times  past  have  deluded  them  with  fair 
promises,  and  honied  words,  and  when  the  cop 
was  to  their  lips,  dashed  it  down.  They  have  at 
last  received  a portion  of  that  measure  of  justice 
to  which  they  were  fairly  entitled,  and  which,  I 
am  convinced,  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  will 
not  cio  plain  of.  In  the  county  of  Richmond  we 
have  given  $1000 — special  grant  on  post  road. 
An!  in  Inverness,  for  the  various  roads  and 
bridges,  we  have  given  $5000  extra.  Among 
other  grants  in  this  county,  I note  a sum  for  road 
from  Cheticamp  to  Margaree,  and  I would  ask 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  who  more  particu« 
laiiy  represents  that  district,  if  he  would  like  to 
try  out  the  question  with  me  before  the  people  of 
Caeticamp  as  to  whether  this  is  also  an  instance 
of  the  reckless  expenditure  of  the  people’s  money. 

We  have  increased  the  grant  to  the  Ferry 
across  the  Strait  of  Canso  to  $600, — and  we  have 
not  done  as  the  late  government  did, — appropri- 
ate it  to  a useless  steamer,  without  even  contract- 
ing for  the  carriage  of  the  mails,  but  have  given 
it  to  the  hardy  aod  industrious  men,  who  have, 
lor  years,  at  all  times  and  seasons  of  the  year, 
been  employed  in  conducting  passengers  across 
the  Strait.  Tilts  is  another  part  of  the  indictment 
to  which  we  plead  guilty,  and  which  we  are  pre- 
pared to  defend  be! ore  the  people  of  this  country. 

To  continue  the  list — we  have  given,  for  deep- 
ening the  harbors  at  AntigoDishe  and  Harbor 
* Boucbe,  $4000.  Then  we  come  to  the  county  of 
Guysborougb,  and  here  the  house  and  the  country 
wTi  see  in  what  a different  spirit  we  have  acted 
in  the  distribution  of  tbe  public  monies,  from  that 
which  animated  our  predecessors.  Here  is  a 
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county  which  returned  two  members  against  us. 
We  did  not  say.  you  have  nothing  to  expect  from 
us — jou  have  no  part  in  the  loaves  and  fishes. 
No,  sir,  we  met  them  in  a fair  and  manly  spirit 
and  said  here  is  $5000  to  open  up  your  roads  and 
develope  your  internal  resources.  To  ibis  p^rt 
of  the  indiclment  again  we  have  to  plead  guiitv. 

Next  we  have  Eastern  Halifax,  to  which  we 
have  given  an  extra  grant  of  $4CO0  for  the  roads 
and  bridges.  Did  we  ask  for  any  return  for  this  ? 
Did  we  seek  to  extort  any  promise  from  its  re- 
presentatives to  vote  for  the  Pictou  railroad  ? No, 
sir — but  believing  that  the  roads  in  that  district 
had  been  long  neglected,  and  being  convinced 
that  the  wants  of  the  people  required  it, 'we  give 
them  the  extra  grant-  Thus  it  will  be  se<  n as  I 
proceed  that  we  have  discharged  our  duty  fear- 
lessly and  impartially,  and  with  no  other  desire 
than-tb  subserve  the  public  interests. 

To  Western  Halifax  we  have  given  $4000— 
and  in  Colchester,  represented  by  the  hon.  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  we  have  provided  the  sum  of 
$1000.  for  a road  trom  Truro  to  Tatamagouche  5 
for  a road  to  Acadia  Iron  Works  $10.  0,  and  for 
building  a wharf  at  Bnile  $600  in  order  to  fa- 
cilitate steam  communication  with  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island.  D d 'we  make  any  stipulations  in 
making  these  grants?  No.  sir.  We  felt  we 
were  only  doing  our  duty  in  providing  for  these 
great  public  services— and  this  is  another  instance 
of  the  way  in  which  we  have  squandered  the 
public  money. 

la  Cumberland  we  have  given  $8000  for  a 
bridge  at  Pugwash  5 $800  for  a bridge  across 
the  Nappan  river,  and  $2000  for  one  across  the 
Wallace  river,  and  for  other  services  $1200. 
And  I should  like  very  much  to  meet  the  leader 
of  the  opposition  on  the  hustings  in  that  county 
and  ask  she  people  whether  these  are  useless  ser- 
vices or  not. 

To  the  county  of  Hants  we  have  given  extra 
for  roacs  and  bridges  $1700  —together  with  the 
sura  of  $4,000  for  an  Abpiteaux  at  Hintsporfc. 

Kings  County  has  received  $8  000  -and  Lu- 
enburg  $11,400—  together  with  the  sum  of  $600 
for  a light  house  at  Battery  point— and  I should 
like  very  much  indeed  to  be  present  on  the  hus- 
tings at  Lunenburg  and  hear  him  taunt  the  go- 
vernment with  extravagance  in  exps ruling  the 
sum  of  $11,400  upon  the  long  nfg'ected  roads  of. 
that  county  and  the  sum  of  $600  for  making  se- 
cure the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Lunenburg — 
and  enabling  the  hardy  mariners  of  that  county 
to  enter  their  Port  at  night  without  dread  of 
disaster. 

Next  we  come  to  Queers — *0  this  County  we 
have  given  $4000  for  opening  up  and  finishing 
roads  which  are  much  required  and  which  are  of 
great  importance  to  the  neighbouring  counties  a3 
well — we  have  also  appropriated  $600  tor  build* 
lag  a dam  at  Indian  gardens  and  $2400  tor  deep- 
Bing  and  improving  Liverpool  Harbour. 

In  Annapolis  couDty  we  have  appropriated 
$4000  for  a Low  wbarl  in  the  town  o'  Aanap  )lis, 
$400  for  a breakwater  at  Port  Williams — and 
three  thousand  dollars  on  Maitland  Roads  also 
the  sum  of  $12,000  Bear  River  Bridge  a work 
much  needed  and  Song  asked  for,  but  which  I 
suppose  the  leader  of  the  opposition  classes 
amongst  the  instances  of  reckless  expenditure. 

I should  like  to  ask  the|  intelligent  constituency 


of  that  noble  County,  whether  in  this  instance 
the  government  have  dene  their  duty  or  not. 

Next  we  come  to  Digby  to  which  County  we 
have  given  $3960  for  roads  and  bridges,  and 
$1500  for  a Light  House  at  Petit  Passage  which 
had  been  lone  promised  by  the  late  government, 
but  like  the  St  Peter’s  Canal  never  got  any  fur- 
ther than  promises. 

Next  we  come  to  Yarmouth,  and  I am  proud 
to  say  that  although  the  govtromeut  baa  been 
violently  oppose!  bv  one  of  its  representatives, 
we  have  taken  care  of  that  County  to  the  tut  e 
of  $8  520.  besides  the  gr,  nt  to  Bear  River  Bridge. 
I would  ask  this  bouse,  h that  locks  like  using 
tin*  public  monies  to  buy  votes  or  obtaia  support. 

The  county  of  Shelburne  stands  next  upon  the 
list  aDd  to  that  we  have  giv-"n  $4000  for  the 
g eat  roads  and  bridges  and  $2000  tor  Naviga- 
tion securbies.  This  last  item  is  for  placing 
buoys  in  Barrington  passage,  Rigged  Island 
harbor  and  Grog  rock  &e.  and  was  placed  upon 
the  estimate  at  the  espmial  request  of  the  mem- 
ber for  Shelburne  and  his  friends,  and  yet  he 
had  the  assurance  to  get  up,  and  characterize 
the  estimate  as  flat  s'ale  and  unprofiabie. — • 
All  I can  say  i3  that  if  it  is  so.  be  has  himself  to 
blame,  for  the  government  imagining  that  he 
and  his  colleagues  ware  the  best  qualified  to 
judge  of  the  mode  ©f  appropriating  this  grant, 
w<  re  guided  by  their  advice. 

I have  now  run  through  > he  different  item?  of 
expenditure  throughout  the  Province  amounting 
altogether  to  $169  000,  and  I challenge  any  bon. 
gentleman  to  put  his  finger  upon  a single  grant, 
by  which  the  leader  of  the  opposition  can  sub- 
stantiate thebcharge  of  recklessness  and  extrava- 
gance. I ask  if  it  is  rot-  far  better  that  the  pub- 
lic money  should  be  so  spent  in  developing  our 
own  internal  improvements  and  opening  up  our 
resources  than  in  building  63  miles  ff  railroad 
(costing  annually  for  interest  $101,000)  in  the 
Province  of  New  Brunswick; 

And  sir  with  all  the  estima’ed  expenditures  far 
tbe^e  great  public  services  and  providing  for  ail 
the  charges  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
public  service  we  estimate  a balance  in  favour 
of  the  Province  for  the  current  year  of  $63,000. 

The  hon.  leader  of  the  Opposition  told  us  that 
we  must  not  count  upon  the  continued  prosperity 
of  our  revenue — that  if  peace  were  suddenly  pro- 
c aimed  in  the  neighboring  republic,  our  trade 
would  fall  off  and  our  revenue  decrease  I differ 
with  him  entirely  as  to  the  result  that  would  fol  ■ 
low.  I beueve  that  instead  of  decreasing  onr 
trade,  that  event  would  largely  increase  it ; for  it 
won  d throw  open  the  ' oushera  ports, ‘which  are 
now  closed  to  us,  and  thus  extend  the  market, for 
our  exports.  1 do  not  at  all  admit  that  our  pros- 
perity is  due  to  the  misfortunes  of  our  neighbors, 
but  I believe  it  is  due  to  the  increased  energy  and 
enterprize  of  our  people,  and  the  natural  growth 
o:  our  population  I will  now  refer  for  a mo- 
ment to  a subject  that  has  been  introduced  into 
this  debate  - the  question  of  retrenchment ; and 
as  especial  reference  has  been  made  on  more  than 
one  occasion  to  my  speech  on  the  hustings  at 
Richmond,  it  is  but  just  that  I should  set  myself 
right  before  the  House  and  the  coufary.  What 
I did  state  on  fa  at  occasion  to  the  people  of  the 
County  of  Richmond,  in  speaking  of  this  ques- 
tion was,  that  the  late  Government,  when  the 
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country  was  plunged  in  debt,  instead  of  retrench- 
ing th-  public  expenditure  and  reducing  their 
own  salaries,  increased  the  burdens  of  the  people, 
who  were  already  taxed  to  the  fullest  extent,  and 
endeavored  to  wring  from  their  pockets  the  last 
penny.  And  I put  this  instance  to  them.  I 
asked  : What  would  a rrerchant,  who  had  been 
engaged  in  some  unfortunate  speculation — or  a 
farmer  who  had  had  a bad  liarve  t— do  under  the 
circumstances  ? Would  they  borrow  money,  or 
would  they  not  rather,  as  prudent  men,  c unmenee 
to  retrench  their  expenses  until  more  prosperous 
times  arrived  1 

And  now,  sir,  I am  taunted  with  having  ac- 
cepted an  office  of  £600  a year,  and  am  told  that 
I have  been  recreant  to  my  pledges. 

fcir,  I have  forfeited  no  pledge,  for  none  was 
asked  of  me.  And  I think  it  does  not  lie  in  the 
mouth  of  gentlemen  opposite,  to  charge  us  with 
not  carrying  out  the  retre-  chment  scheme,  when 
they,  by  their,  own  ac:ion,  prevented  the  possi- 
bility of  our  doing  so.  I have  already  said  that 
it  was  in  consequence  of  no  pledge  for  retrench- 
meat  that  I was  elected.  IN  one  such  was  re- 
quired. It  was  sufficient  for  me  to  say  that  I 
was  opposed  to  the  existing  Government — th  t 
was  enough ; and  the  result  of  the  elections 
throughout  the  Province  was  that  the  people 
swept  our  predecessors  from  office,  and  hurled 
them  from  power,  unwept,  unhenored  and  un- 
sung. 

What  took  place  when  we  assumed  office  and 
went  back  to  our  constituents  for  their  approval  1 
The  Hon.  Solicitor  General  was  returned  by  ae 
clamation ; the  Provincial  Secretary  the  same  ; 
the  Attorney  General  the  same;  and  I myself 
had  the  same  honour.  Did  that  look  like  shrink- 
ing from  the  ordeal  of  public  opinion  ? Did  we 
art  as  the  former  Government  did  create  a new 
office,  for  the  leader  who  was  afraid  to  face  his 
constituents  *?  Were  we  obliged,  as  they  were,  to 
chose  a Solicitor  General  from  the  Upper  House, 
because,  like  them,  we  had  not  a single  lawyer 
who  dared  go  back  to  the  country  ? No,  sir ; but 
we  manfully  faced  our  constituents  and  obtained 
their  approval  of  cur  conduct. 

But,  sir,  I have  been  taunted  with  being 
dumb.  Si  , the  people  of  Richmond  know  better 
than  that.  They  have  heard  me  before  now,  and 
they  know  that  when  occasion  requires  I can 
speak  my  sentiments.  On  the  hustings  at  Rich- 
mond, I stated  that  I had  accepted  office,  under 
this  Government,  and  I explained  the  principles 
by  which  it  was  to  be  guided,  and  I challenged 
my  opponents  to  question  me  as  to  the  action  1 
had  taken ; and  they  stood  dumb  before  me. 

I shall  not  follow  this  subject  any  further,  or 
detain  the  House  by  any  further  observations ; 
but  I cannot  sit  here  day  after  day  and  be  taunted 
with  bemg  dumb.  I can  tell  the  hon.  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  that  I am  here  to  watch  over  the 
welfare  of  my  own  county,  and  to  maintain  the 
credit  of  the  Province ; and  whenever  the  inter- 
ests of  the  one,  or  the  honor  of  the  other  is  as- 
sailed, he  will  hear  my  voice  lifted  in  their  behalf. 

SPEECH  OF  MB.  BLANCHARD. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  his  constant  atten- 
tion on  the  business  of  the  house,  and  the  hurry 
of  other  engagements,  had  prevented  him  from 
turning  his  thoughts  to  this  subject,  and  from 


giving  it  that  attention  which  its  importance  de- 
manded, but  he  would  endeavor  briefly,  and  per- 
haps imperfectly,  to  lay  his  views  before  the 
house  and  the  country. 

He  would  not  follow  the  Hon.  Fin.  Sec.  through 
the  remarks  he  had  made,  but  would  leave  it  to 
the  hon.  leader  of  the  opposition,  to  whom  he 
assumed  the  usual  right  of  reply  would  be 
granted,  to  vindicate  himself  from  the  attack 
which  had  been  made  upon  him.  There  was  one 
remark,  however,  which  dropped  from  that  hon. 
gentleman,  which  he  would  notice.  In  speaking 
of  the  special  grants  that  the  Government  had 
provided  in  the  estimate  for  roads  and  bridges  in 
various  localities,  he  alluded  to  one  from  Big  In- 
terval to  Cheticamp,  and  mentioned  it  as  &n  in- 
stance of  the  magnanimity  of  the  Government, 
inasmuch  as  he  stated  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  particu- 
larly represented  that  district.  I represent,  sir,, 
not  only  that  district,  but  the  whole  county  of  In- 
verness ; and  I assume  that  the  grant  referred  to 
is  more  due  to  the  division  made  by  my  colleagues 
and  myself,  than  to  any  assistance  of  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary.  It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House  that  during  the  last  four  yte&rs,  the 
hon.  Prov.  Sec.,  the  hon.  A tty.  Gen.  and  others, 
were  in  the  habit  of  constantly  charging  him 
with  misrepresenting  the  views  of  his  constitu- 
ents, with  having  betrayed  them,  and  with  being 
afraid  to  face  them  on  any  occasion,  and  he  should 
never  forget  when  on  one  occasion  the  present 
Atty.  Gen.  described  him  as  having  come  into  the 
house  mounted  upon  a majestic  steed,  and  that  he 
was  then,  when  desiring  to  divide  his  county, 
about  to  manufacture  a little  poney,  upon 
which  to  ride  into  this  house  ; and  stated  that  he 
(Mr.  B ) did  not  dare  to  meet  his  former  constitu- 
ents, but  was  going  to  cut  off  a small  corner  from 
the  county,  and  make  a little  pocket  borough  for 
himself.  Well,  all  he  could  say  was  that  he  had 
gone  back  to  the  same  constituency  that  had 
elected  him  before,  and  whom  it  was  said  he  was 
afraid  to  face,  and  he  had  been  returned  by  & 
larger  majority  than  any  other  member  who  sat 
in  that  house  ; and  he  would  tell  the  Finl.  Sec. 
that  every  man  in  Cheticamp  voled  for  him,  and 
out  of  3,500  votes  in  the  whole  county,  he  polled 
all  except  about  600.  He  was  not  fond  of  talking 
about  himself,  but  the  hon.  Fin.  Sec.  had  given 
him  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  himself  before 
the  house  and  the  country  from  the  charge  so 
often  repeated,  that  he  had  deceived  his  constitu- 
ents, and  was  afraid  to  face  them. 

The  Fin.  Sec.  said  he  would  go  to  Cheticamp 
and  try  the  question,  as  to  whether  this  road  ap- 
propriation was  a useless  waste  of  the  public 
monies.  He  (Mr.  B ) was  afraid  that  he  wc&ldt 
have  to  decline  for  two  reasons  : first,  it  could 
could  not  be  denied  that  the  road  in  question  was. 
a valuable  road  to  the  people  of  that  locality,  and 
had  been  long  needed  : and  secondly,  the  Fin. 
Sec.  would  have  the  advantage  over  him.  Inas- 
much as  he  spoke  the  language  of  the  inhabitant#,. 

He  would  refrain,  however,  from  following 
that  hon.  gentleman  any  further  in  his  remarks  ; 
nor  would  he  suffer  himself  to  be  diverted  from 
the  question  before  the  house  by  that  of  retrench- 
ment, or  any  other  extraneous  matter,  but  would 
confine  his  observations  strictly  to  the  Bill  before 
the  house.  (Hear,  hear.) 
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He  would  enquire  first,  what  was  the  position 
of  this  bill,  and  what  were  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  its  introduction  at  this  time  ? And 
this  was  the  more  pertinent,  as  the  question  had 
been  raised  as  to  when  the  Government  first  con- 
templated this  creation  of  a new  Judgeship.  Was 
it  while  they  were  in  opposition  just  previous  to 
the  last  election,  and  was  it  then  decided  upon  as 
one  of  the  measures  they  would  submit  if  they 
obtained  power,  or  was  it  brought  about  by  the 
proposed  resignation  of  Judge  Bliss  ? It  was  po- 
sitively asserted  by  both  the  Prov.  Secy,  and  the 
Sol.  General,  that  but  for  the  resignation  of  Judge 
Bliss,  this  bill  would  never  have  been  brought 
forward,  and  was  never  thought  of  until  the 
J udge’s  letter  was  handed  in.  He  had  turned  to 
the  returns  of  the  Prothonotaries  of  the  different 
counties,  and  he  found  that  nearly  a month  be- 
fore the  sitting  of  the  House,  the  hon.  Provincial 
Secretary  had  addressed  circulars  to  these  Pro- 
thonotaries, calling  upon  them  to  make  returns 
of  the  arrearages  of  business  in  their  respective 
counties,  evidently  with  the  purpose  of  basing 
upon  it  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  Judge.  These  returns  had  never 
been  called  for  before,  and  nobody  had  asked  for 
them.  They  were  demanded  upon  the  mere  mo- 
tion of  the  Government-  He  had  a right,  then, 
to  assume  that  this  idea  of  creating  a new  Judge- 
ship  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  hon.  Provincial 
Secretary  and  his  colleagues,  as  long  ago  as  a 
month  before  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature. 

The  hon.  Sol.  General  had  thought  fit  to  read  a 
homily  to  the  leader  of  the  opposition  upon  the 
nature  of  the  address  he  had  made  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  told  him  that  the  quantity  far  exceeded 
the  quality.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  afraid  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  w&s  not  altogether  free  from  the 
same  charge,  and  that  his  speech  was  very  like 
Ms  own  story  of  the  bocks  for  the  Library — more 
remarkable  for  its  size  than  its  contents. 

He  would  now  turn  to  the  argument,  and  the 
only  argument  by  which  the  Prov.  Secy,  and  Sol. 
Genl.  sought  to  justify  this  bill,  viz., — that  the 
business  of  the  country  was  so  much  in  arrears  as 
to  require  the  services  of  another  Judge.  And  it 
might  not  here  be  out  of  place  for  him  to  express 
the  regret  which  he  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
the  profession  felt  at  the  prospect  of  losing  the 
services  of  so  eminent  a man  as  Judge  Bliss  from 
the  Bench.  It  would  indeed  be  a great  public 
misfortune,  a loss  not  only  to  the  public,  but  to 
the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  it  would  be  long 
before  the  country  would  see  his  like  again 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  had  often  observed  during  the 
20  years  he  had  practised  before  him.,  that  instead 
of  age  appearing  to  impair  the  vigor  of  his  intel- 
lect, or  to  diminish  the  acuteness  of  his  legal 
knowledge,  he  appeared  to  improve  year  by  year, 
and  it  was  generally  admitted  that  he  was  a bet- 
ter Judge,  more  patient,  pains-t&king,  and  im- 
partial now,  than  he  was  20  years  ago. 

To  return — he  could  not  understand  how  the 
accumulation  of  business  which  now  existed  un- 
der the  five  Judges  «was  to  be  remedied  under  the 
proposed  system,  for  he  was  struck  with  the  re- 
mark of  the  hon.  Prov.  Secretary  that  this  bill 
did  not  propose  to  increase  the  number  of  Judges 
-—and  he  was  also  struck  by  the  way  in  which 


the  ho*.  Sol.  General  avoided  any  reference  to 
that  point. 

Hon.  Sol.  Genl  denied  having  done  so. 

Mr.  Blanchard  continued — It  so  struck  me  ; 
and  I now  read  his  words  as  taken  down  at  the 
moment — “ The  Government  might  do  well  to  ap- 
point a sixth  Judge.”  The  hon.  Sol.  General 
talked  a good  deal  about  prophets — and  another 
kind  of  pixfits,  spelt  in  a different  way.  Were 
there  no  profits,  he  would  ask,  dangling  before 
the  vision  of  certain  hon.  gentlemen  whom  he 
could  name,  to  induce  them  to  give  their  support 
to  this  bill?  Were  there  no  profits  dangling  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  the  hon.  Sol.  General  himself? 
No  Expectations  of  an  Attorney  General’s  office 
at  once  ; and  no  visions  of  a wig  in  prospective  ? 
No  calculation  as  to  the  difference  between  £700 
and  £125  a year?  No  thoughts  or  hopes  of  pro- 
fessional preferment  ? And  no  lingering  long- 
ings to  obtain  that  Judgeship,  which  was  on  for- 
mer occasions  just  within  his  grasp. 

But  to  return  again  to  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Sol.  Genl.  If  the  bill  only  contemplates  five 
Judges,  as  we  have  now,  how  was  it  expected,  he 
would  ask,  that  they  would  do  better  than  the 
last  five  ? We  lose  the  superior  mind  of  Judge 
Bliss,  and  put  the  hon.  Atty.  Genl.  in  his  place, 
and  he  thought  he  was  saying  nothing  derogatory 
to  that  hon.  gentleman’s  acknowledged  ability 
when  he  said  that  he  did  not  believe  he  was  capa- 
ble of  doing  more  work  than  Judge  Bliss  performed 
before  he  was  overtaken  by  illness.  What  advan- 
tage then  could  be  expected  from  the  new  system  ? 
Would  we  not  have  the  same  accumulation  of 
business  as  we  have  now  ? 

The  hon.  Sol.  Genl.  says  that  he  is  going  to  cut 
out  a new  circuit.  We  are  to  have  an  additional 
Court  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Province.  How 
is  that  going  to  improve  the  matter  ? and  what 
has  that  to  do  with  this  bill?  Is  Cumberland  or 
Antigonish  to  have  more  than  a fortnight  ? They 
have  the  privilege  of  (sitting  a fortnight  now,  and 
every  one  who  knew  anything  about  country 
courts  knew  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  the 
court  together  more  than  a fortnight. 

Again,  as  to  the  accumulation  of  business  upon 
the  argument  list  during  Term  time  at  Halifax. 
This  bill  will  not  lessen  that  at  all,  for  five  Judges 
cannot  get  through  the  list  any  faster  than  four, 
and  if  there  were  fifty  upon  the  Bench  the  matter 
would  not  be  improved.  But,  says  the  Solicitor 
General,  all  the  equity  business  will  be  transact- 
ed by  the  Equity  Judge,  and  thus  a great  deal  of 
time  will  be  saved.  Here,  again,  his  argument 
is  a fallacy.  What  does  the  act  say  ?— “ On  peti- 
tion of  either  party  hearings  in  equity  causes  may 
be  had  before  the  Chief  Justice  in  Equity,  with 
two  other  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  associated 
with  him.”  Again — “There  shall  be  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chief  Justice  in  Equity, 
and  also  from  the  decision  of  the  Chief  Justice  in 
Equity  and  the  associated  Judges,  to  the  full 
Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  CMef  Jus- 
tice in  Equity.”  Here,  again,  we  have  no  ad- 
vantages over  the  present  system,  for  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  any  suitor  has  the  privilege  of  get- 
ting his  case  heard  before  three  Judges  in  Equity 
— and  as  to  the  amount  of  this  kind  of  business, 
he  would  say,  that  during  the  last  five  years  there 
were  only  five  applications  for  argument  to  be 
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heard  out  of  Term— and  all  these  were  promptly 
granted  and  the  cases  promptly  decided.  Again, 
the  act  says— “ This  court,  except  in  vacation, 
shall  be  always  open  as  if  in  term.”  Will  any 
person  tell  the  House  what  this  means.  It  is 
preity  evident  that  this  bill  is  the  handiwork  of 
the  hon.  Prov.  Secretary,  who  is  so  clever  that  he 
assumes  to  be  as  familiar  with  courts  and  law  as? 
he  is  with  medicine.  Will  he  kindly  inform  me 
what  these  words  mean.  Whenever  any  court  is 
not  in  term  it  is  vacation.  The  only  meaning 
these  words  can  have,  then,  is,  that  the  court  is 
only  to  be  open  in  term — and  I rather  think  this 
is  not  what  is  intended. 

A great  deal  had  been  said  m the  course  of  this 
debate  about  the  present  state  of  the  jurispru- 
dence of  the  country  and  the  necessity  for  some 
revision.  H,  (Mr.  B.)  remembered  having  been 
present,  not  many  months  ago,  in  the  Court 
House  at  Halifax,  when  a conversation  occurred 
on  this  subject.  The  hon.  Attorney  General  was 
addressing  the  court  upon  some  rale  of  the  courts, 
when  Judge  Wilkins  observed  that  we  had  in  this 
country  now  & more  admirable  system  of  juris- 
prudence than  any  other  British  colony.  Judge 
Bliss  endorsed  the  statement,  and  the  hon.  Atty. 
General  acquiesced.  If  such  is  the  case,  why 
meddle  with  it  ? If  the  statement  then  made — 
and  nothing  had  occurred  since  to  alter  it — was 
correct,  why  interfere  with  it.  Why  not  leave  it 
as  it  was. — acknowledged  by  the  highest  authori- 
ty to  be  the  best  system  of  jurisprudence  in  these 
Provinces. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  could  understand  the  argument  of 
the  Sol.  General  and  the  Prov.  Secretary — if  it 
was  proposed  to  increase  the  number  of  Judges  to 
six — but  how  it  could  be  shown  that  after  the 
new  appointment  five  Judges  could  do  any  more 
woik  than  the  last  five,  he  could  not  understand. 
The  Sol.  General  said  that  the  business  of  the 
country  is  delayed  from  the  want  of  Judges. — 
That  he  (Mr.  B ) denied.  The  Judges  were  al- 
ways ready  to  try  the  causes.  The  delay  arose 
partly  from  the  want  of  time.  There  was  also 
another  reason,  which  had  a greater  effect,  and 
that  was  the  delay  of  counsel  m getting  their 
causes  ready.  He  had  practised  in  a county  for 
twenty  years,  and  they  had  always  despatched 
the  business  in  three  or  four  days.  Lately,  how- 
ever, the  business  had  fallen  behind  hand,  in  con- 
sequence of  suitors  or  their  lawyers  not  being 
ready.  This  was  also  the  case  to  a certain  extent 
in  the  counties  of  Sydney  and  Richmond. 

It  had  been  stated  that  in  Halifax  42  cases  stood 
over  last  term  unargued.  On  looking  over  the 
list  he  found  that  this  was  slightly  inaccurate, 
although  the  error  did  not  amount  to  much. — 
There  were  41,  and  since  then  two  had  been  ar- 
gued, so  that  in  reality  there  were  only  89  stand- 
ing over. 

The  hon.  Sol.  General  stated  that  he  had  had 
arguments  standing  over  for  two  and  three  years. 
This  was,  no  doubt,  the  case,  but  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  the  hon.  gentleman  not  being  ready 
himself,  and  not  the  fault  of  the  Judges.  He  had 
frequently  observed  that  cases  of  the  Sol.  General 
had  to  be  put  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  because  he 
was  not  ready. 

Hon.  Sol.  Genl  denied  the  statement. 


(Mr.  Blanchard  mentioned  a particular  c&ce, 
which  Mr.  Henry  explained  was  put  at  the  bottom 
for  other  reasons.) 

Mr.  Blanchard  continued — If  there  was  not 
time  to  get  through  tJae  docket,  the  simple  remedy 
was  to  extend  the  term  to  four  or  five  weeks.  He 
had  known  the  Judges  anxious  to  continue  longer, 
but  they  were  controlled  by  the  law,  and  were 
obliged  to  leave  cases  undisposed  of.  At  all  events 
this  bill  would  not  put  us  in  a better  position  than 
before  ; the  appointment  of  another  Judge  instead 
of  J udge  Bliss  would  not  tend  to  dimmish  the  ac- 
cumulation of  business,  nor  remove  any  of  the 
evils  that  were  alleged  to  exist. 

It  had  been  said  that  it  would  never  do  to  give 
Judge  Bliss  a pension  of  £400  a year — the  coun- 
try could  never  stand  that  ; and  yet  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  add  another  salary  of  £800  a year  for  an 
Equity  Judge,  and  leave  Judge  Bliss  with  his 
£812  a year.  Surely  it  would  be  better  to  pen- 
sion Judge  Biles  and  appoint  another  Judge  in 
hi?  place,  for  then  a saving  of  over  £500  would 
be  effected  to  the  country,  and  all  the  objects  con- 
templated by  the  bill  would  be  accomplished.  But 
it  must  be  evident  to  anybody  that  thus  bill  was 
not  designed  to  improve  the  jurisprudence  of  the 
country,  or  to  remove  the  arrears  of  business.  It 
is  simply  a measure  to  place  the  gentleman  who 
will  be  selected  to  fill  the  office  over  the  heads  of 
the  four  Judges,  including  Judge  Bliss,  and 
to  make  him  co-ordinate  in  rank  with  the 
present  Chief  Justice.  That  was  the  plain  and 
unmistakeable  meaning  of  the  act,  and  there- 
fore it  was  folly  to  talk  about  its  improving 
the  judiciary  in  any  way.  We  were  to  have, 
what  they  have  in  no  other  British  colony, 
or  in  any  country  of  the  world,  the  monstrous 
absurdity  of  & court  with  two  heads — two  Chief 
Justices  in  one  court ! Was  such  a thing  ever 
heard  of  before  in  any  civilized  country  ? There 
was  a man  once  in  his  county  who  exhibited  a 
calf  with  two  heads,  and  made  some  money  by 
the  transaction— but  that  was  nothing  to  this 
monstrosity — a court  with  two  heads,— 'could  any- 
thing be  more  absurd  ? He  would  imagine  a case 
that  might  occur  in  this  double  headed  court — 
and  he  would  do  so  in  familiar  language,  go  that 
anybody  could  understand  it.  A few  years  ago, 
a law  was  passed  which  gave  the  defendant  in  an 
action  power  not  only  to  put  in  a legal  defence, 
but  to  put  in  equitable  pleas. 

The  hon.  gentleman  then  put  the  following  case  : 
Suppose  A B were  to  bring  an  action  of  ejectment 
against  C D.  The  defendant  pleads  first  denying 
the  title  of  the  plaintiff ; and,  secondly,  an  equit- 
able plea,  and  we  will  suppose  that  he  say#  in 
equity,  you  A B are  not  entitled  to  this  land,  be- 
cause 20  years  ago  I bought  it  from  Y Z,  and 
paid  him  for  it,  but  instead  of  giving  me  a deed 
as  he  was  bound  to  do,  he  gave  the  conveyance 
to  you,  and  you,  A B,  well  knowing  the  facts,  re- 
ceived it  from  him  in  fraud.  On  the  trial  of  this 
cause,  the  first  thing  A B must  do  is  to  make  out 
a legal  title  to  the  lands.  ' The  counsel  of  G D be- 
lieving on  the  trial  that  this  has  not  been  done, 
moves  for  a nonsuit,  but  the  plaintiff  refuses  to  be- 
come a nonsuit,  as  he  has  a right  to  do,  and  the 
point  is  reserved  for  argument  before  the  five  Jud- 
ges. The  issue  in  equity  is  then  tried  out,  and  a 
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verdict  given,  it  makers  not  for  which  party,  but 
this  point  must  in  all  cases  come  up  for  argument. 
Which  ot  the  Chief  Justices  would  preside  in  such 
a case.  The  bill  says — “ The  Chief  Justice  in 
Equity  shall  preside  in  all  equitable  cases,  and  the 
Chief  Justice  of  common  law  in  all  legal  proceed- 
ings.” Here  is  a mixed  question  of  law  and  equity. 
When  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  moves  for  a 
nonsuit  on  the  point  reserved,  the  common  law 
Chief  Justice  presides,  but  the  moment  the  equit- 
able part  of  the  case  comes  up  the  Chief  Justice 
in  Equity  says — “ Stand  aside  ; you  cannot  pre- 
side here  ; this  is  my  part  of  the  case.”  What  a 
farce  is  this. 

Take  another  case  : A plaintiff  can  now  by 
statute  join  nearly  all  kinds  of  actions  in  one  writ, 
and  he  can  especially  join  a court  in  law  and  a 
court  in  equity  in  the  same  writ.  Who  is  to  try 
this  case  ; and  afUr  trial,  and  the  case  comes  up 
for  argument,  who  is  to  preside  at  the  argument  ? 
How  are  you  going  to  manage  it  ? One  counsel 
gays  this  is  law,  the  other,  no,  it  is  equity.  The 
two  Chief  Justices  at  once  stand  upon  their  dig- 
nity. Who  is  to  decide  the  point  of  precedence, 
and  how  is  the  matter  to  be  settled  between  the 
rival  Judges  ? Will  any  lawyer  in  this  House 
answer  me  ? 'The  two  headed  calf  was  a mongter, 
but  this  bill  is  a more  monstrous  monster. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy. — In  the  medical  profession, 
we  would  manage  it  easily  enough.  It  is  a sim- 
ple case  of  the  delivery  of  twins.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Blanchard — Yes  ; with  this  difference, 
that  with  twins,  one  always  comes  first  ; and  the 
right  of  precedence  and  primogeniture  is  easily 
settled.  (Renewed  laughter.) 

But  joking  apart  — was  this  not  making  a 
mockery  of  justice  ; could  any  parallel  be  found 
for  it  in  any  country  under  the  face  of  the  sun  ? 
Create  this  double  headed  monster,  and  you  will 
excite  perpetual  jealousies  and  bickerings  between 
the  two  Chief  Justices,  and  endless  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  causes  to  be  tried 
before  them. 

Then,  again,  the  bill  gives  the  Chief  Justice 
power  to  make  rules  which  shall  control  the  rest 
of  the  Judges,  lawyers,  and  suitors,  and  shall 
have  the  effect  of  law. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec*.— The  hon.  gentleman  will 
see  that  they  do  not  become  law  until  they  have 
received  the  assent  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Blanchard — (Read  the  bill  and  denied 
that  this  view  was  correct.  The  rules  are 
only  to  be  laid  before  Parliament,  and  have 
the  fforce  of  law  the  moment  they  are  passed  ) 
Surely,  then,  it  is  most  unwise  to  give  one 
Judge  power  to  make  rules  to  control  not 
only  bis  own  court,  but  the  other  Judges) — 
It  was  argued  that  this  new  system  would  ex- 
pedite business  because  the  Chief  Justice  could 
hear  cases  by  himself.  It  was  true  that  the 
bill  gave  him  that  power,  but  virtually  it  amount- 
ed to  nothing,  for  it  puts  it  in  the  power  of  any 
plaintiff  or  defendant  to  ask  to  have  two  other 
Judges  to  sit  with  him— a privilege  which,  of 
course,  in  all  important  cases  would  be  demand- 
ed, as  suitors  would  rather  have  the  benefit  of 
three  minds  than  one.  And  then  when  these 
three  sit  together,  this  allows  an  appeal  from  their 
decision  to  the  five  Judges  in  banco — an  appeal 


from  the  decision  of  three  who  form  a quorum  to 
the  judgment  of  five, — so  that  after  all  you  come 
back  to  the  present  system,  and  it  was  absurd  to 
tell  the  House  that  the  Chief  Justice*  in  Equity 
would  do  any  business  by  himself,  for  any  client 
who  knew  that  he  could  obtain  three  Judges  to 
try  his  cause,  would  prefer  them  to  one. 

(The  hon.  gentleman  commented  upon  the  clause 
of  the  bill  referring  to  the  time  when  the  Equity 
court  was  to  be  kept  open,  and  pointed  out  some 
incongruities)  The  bill  says — “The  court  is  to 
be  always  open  as  if  in  term,  except  in  vacation.” 
Will  any  gentleman  tell  me  the  meaning  of  this? 
The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  saying  that  he 
would  not  at  that  time  go  any  further  into  the 
details  of  the  bill.  He  had  shown,  he  hoped,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  House  that,  it  could  not  ac- 
complish the  objects  it  professed, — that  it  would 
not  expedite  the  public  business,  nor  wipe  off  the 
arrears  that  had  accumulated. 

A good  deal  had  been  said  about  the  orphans  and 
the  widows  whose  interests  were  being  ruined  all 
for  the  want  of  a Judge  in  Equity.  He  supposed 
this  bill  w&b  intended  to  be  a panacea  for  every 
ill,  and  to  regenerate  the  whole  system  of  juris- 
prudence— but  was  confident  that  it  would  an» 
aver  no  such  purpose  ; indeed  he  was  confident 
that  its  advocates  knew  better,  and  that  their  ob- 
ject was  very  different  from  this.  He  would  not 
weary  the  House  by  any  further  remarks,  but  re- 
serve anything  he  had  to  say  upon  its  details  un- 
til it  went  into  committee. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy. — Then  I assume  the  hon, 
gentleman  only  objects  to  the  details,  and  that  he 
will  give  his  assent  to  its  going  into  committee, 
where  I have  no  doubt  any  suggestions  he  may 
make  will  receive  every  consideration. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  he  gave  the  Prov. 
Secretary  credit  for  a good  deal  of  assumption — 
but  he  had  said  nothing  of  the  kind. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  S.  MACDONKELL. 

Mr.  Magdonnell  said, — I consider  it  my  duty 
to  gay  a few  words  in  reference  to  some  remarks 
which  have  fallen  from  my  hon.  colleague  who 
has  just  gat  down.  That  hon.  gentleman,  in 
commenting  upon  the  speech  of  the  hon,  Fin.  Sec., 
said  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  informirg  the 
house  that  there  was  not  a vote  in  the  district  of 
Chetic&mp  which  he  did  not  carry,  snd  that  he 
came  into  the  house  possessed  of  the  largest  ma- 
jority of  any  member  who  holds  a seat  in  this 
legislature.  As  this  may  surprise  hon.  gentle- 
men around  these  benches,  and  very  naturally  ; 
and  as  this  hon.  gentleman  made  this  boast  in 
connection  with  some  observations  on  the  position 
held  by  the  late  government  in  the  estimation  of 
the  people  of  this  Province,  he  being  a supporter 
of  such  government,  I will  ask  the  hon.  gentleman 
a simple  question,  which  is,  whether  the  majority 
of  votes  carried  by  him  at  the  last  election  was 
due  to  the  popularity  of  the  late  government,  or 
to  his  own  popularity  in  the  county  of  Inverness  ; 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  to  different  causes  which  I 
am  able  to  explain  to  the  house— 

Mr.  Blanchard. — I do  not  think  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  a right  to  question  me  across  the 
floors  of  the  house,  but  I will  tell  him  that  my 
majority  was  largely  owing  to  my  own  popularity. 
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and  I may  add  that  his  return  was  not  owing  to 
his  popularity. 

Mr.  Macdonnell  — As  the  hon.  gentleman  has 
been  pleased  to  boast  of  his  large  majority,  and 
to  attribute  it  to  his  own  popularity , and  not  to 
other  reasons,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  me 
to  make  & few  remarks  in  explanation.  I do 
not.  desire,  sir,  to  say  anything  that  may  violate 
that  friendly  relation  which  has  existed  between 
the  hon.  gentleman  and  myself,  apart  from  our 
political  relations.  I am  proud  to  be  able  to  say 
that  hitherto  we  have  co-operated  in  every  duty 
that  came  before  us  in  connection  with  our  duty 
in  this  house  most  cordially  and  harmoniously, 
but  nevertheless,  I consider  it  due  to  myself,  to 
my  other  bon.  colleague  Mr.  Smyth,  to  the  elec- 
tors of  the  county  of  Inverness,  whom  I have  the 
honor  of  representing  here,  and  to  thjs  house, 
that  I should  explain  how  that  hon.  gentleman 
came  to  possess  the  majority  of  votes,  of  which  he 
has  so  boasted  and  so  proudly  ascribed  to  his  own 
popularity.  It  is  known  to  this  house,  sir,  that 
the  late  member  for  Inverness,  Mr.  H.  McDonald, 
was  expected  sgain  to  run  for  this  county  at  the 
last  election,  and  that  he  did  not  signify  a con- 
trary intention  until  within  a few  days  before 
nomination  day.  So  short  was  the  time  between 
learning  that  Mr.  McDonald  had  decided  not  to 
come  into  the  county  and  nomination  day,  that 
no  person  in  the  conservative  interest  would  come 
forward  to  run  with  Mr.  Smyth  and  myself,  con- 
sequently two  only  out  of  three  candidates  were 
nominated  to  support  this  side  of  the  house.  Be- 
tween iny  hon.  friend  Mr.  Blanchard  and  the 
other  gentleman  in  the  field,  whose  position  as 
to  his  connection  with  either  party  was  not  de- 
fined, the  preference  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Blanch- 
ard, and  »■  a arrangement  was  made  and  a com- 
bination entered  into  between  the  leading  men 
and  friends  of  both  parties  in  the  county  that  the 
ticket  should  be  Smyth,  Blanchard  and  Mc- 
Donnell, and  that  the  supporters  of  either  party 
should  vote  for  those  three. 

Let  me  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  arrangement  was  car- 
ried out,  and  it  will  then  be  in  a position  to  judge 
whether  the  hon.  gentleman’s  majority  or  large 
number  of  vote6  was  owing  to  his  own  popularity 
or  to  other  causes,  not  creditable  to  my  hon.  col- 
league. Sir,  whatever  may  have  been  the  dis- 
cretion exercised  by  the  parties  entering  into  this 
combination,  [ cannot  but  feel  a pride  and  satis- 
faction in  bong  able  to  tell  this  House  that  hav- 
ing entered  it,  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the 
Conservative  party  acted  to  the  full  extent  of  their 
pledges,  and  polled  their  votos  accordingly. — 
(Hear,  hear.)  Bat,  sir,  what  of  the  other  side  ? 
The  House  can  judge  when  I tell  it  that  while  on 
the  whole  my  bon.  friend,  Mr.  Smyth,  and  my- 
self, got  no  more  than  two  or  three  plumpers  in 
the  whole  county,  my  hon.  colleague  opposite  poll- 
ed nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  one  district. 
(Oh,  oh !) 

This  was,  effected,  sir,  by  one  ot  Mr.  Blan- 
chard's most  effe  live  agents  going  through  the 
district  on  the  evening  before  the  election  day, 
and  after  the  arrangement  referred  o had  been 
intimated  to  the  electors  and  agreed  to  by  them, 
contradicted  the  fact  of  such  arrangement  being 


made,  and  counteracting  all  canvass  previously 
made  for  the  ticket  agreed  on. 

Mr.  Blanchard — I was  sixty  miles  away, 
and  knew  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  McDonnell.— -It  was  done  at  all  events 
by  Mr.  B’s.  most  active  friends  ; and  as  I only 
desire  to  shew  to  this  House  whether  the  hon. 
gentleman  polled  so  great  a majority  by  his  own 
popularity,  to  which  tie  has  been  pleased  to  at- 
tribute, I care  not  whether  he  was  privy  to  the 
act  or  not.  (Hear,  hear.)  Yet  more,  sir,  while 
my  hon.  friend  Mr  Smyth’s  sons  and  his  ser- 
vants voted  for  Mr.  Blanchard,  pursuant  to  the 
arrangement  entered  into  and  while  my  clerk 
studying  in  my  office  voted  for  him,  Mr. 
Blanchard’s  only  brother  in  the  county  voted 
for  and  supported  our  common  opponent.  This 
sir,  is  the  manner  by  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
obtained  his  vaunted  majority  and  not  by  his 
own  popularity — and  I repeat,  that  I consider  it 
due  to  Mr.  Smyth  and  myself,  I consider  it  due 
to  my  friends  in  the  county  I have  the  honor  to 
represent,  that  the  explanation  should  be  made. 
It  is  due,  however,  to  some  of  the  friends  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  that  I should  not  make  the 
charge  against  all  the  friends  of  the  Opposition 
in  the  county,  many  ot  whom  expressed  person- 
ally to  myself  their  regret  and  disapproval  of 
the  conduct  referred  to,  and  who  manfully  and 
honorably  supported  the  candidates  agreed  on. 
I have  not  made  these  explanations,  sir,  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  my  hon  colleague,  and  I 
hope  I have  not  done  so  ; but  having  been  often 
asked  by  hon.  gentlemen  around  these  benches, 
how  it  was  that  the  hon.  gentleman  came  into 
this  House  with  his  majority,  I deemed  it  my  du- 
ty to  enlighten  the  House,  particularly  as  he  de- 
clined admitting  any  cause  except  his  own  po- 
pularity. 

I arose,  Mr.  Speaker,  particularly  to  state 
these  facts  in  connection  with  the  election  for 
Inverness,  and  would  not  have  done  so  but  for 
the  boast  of  my  hon.  colleague  (Mr.  B.) — but 
while  I am  on  my  feet  I will  say  a word  or  two 
upon  the  Bill  b fore  the  bouse, — and  first  I 
mast  express  astonishment  at  the  character  the 
debate  has  assumed.  The  hon.  leader  of  the 
oppo  ition  has  introduced  every  possible  sub 
ject— Retrenchment,  Railroads,  Education,  and 
everything  that  he  thought  could  be  brought  to 
bear  against  the  Government  This  proves  at 
all  events  that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  little  to 
say  against  the  Bill  immediately  under  discus- 
sion.. The  hon.  leader  of  the  opposition  has 
also  endeavoured  to  place  the  hon  Provincial 
Secretary  in  an  awkward  position,  as  regards  an 
article  which  appeared  in  the  Morntng  Chronicle 
before  the  last  election,  predicting  that  a new 
Judgeship  would  be  created,  and  he  argued 
from  that  that  this  Equi  y Judgeship  was  con- 
templated at  that  time.  I do  not  believe  thait 
any  such  idea  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  Gov- 
ernment until  after  Judge  Bliss  intimated  his 
in  en:ion  to  resign,  and  I think  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  done  wrong  if  they  introduced 
this  bill  in  the  absence  of  this  event. 

It  was  a strong  argument  in  favor  of  this 
Bill,  that  the  organ  of  the  oppos  tion  so  loDg  ego 
had  seen  the  necessity  or  an  additional  Jud  e. 
I was  rather  surprised  to  hear  the  hon.  gentle- 
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men  of  the  opposition  speak  of  the  paucity  of 
the  number  of  Equity  cases  in  the  country  ; he 
said  that  th  re  were  only  ten  in  the  course  of  a 
y ar.  I myself,  in  the  cour  e of  my  short 
practice,  have  had  half  that  number,  and  have 
two  or  thre  now  for  hearing. 

I admit  th  t the  present  union  of  th  common 
law  and  Equity  court  works  w 11,  b t n t so 
wel , as  to  be  in  apable  of  improvement,  a d 
t is  improv  ment  which  this  Bill  before  the 
Hou  e cont  mplates.  I ean  se  * nothing  i > 
fhe*argura  nt  of  my  ton  co  le  cue  agai  st  the 
propri  ty  of  h vine  two  Chi  f Justices  Have 
we  ; ot  a Court  w th  two  -ides — Common  Law 
and  E iuifcy  ? and  why  should  ther  not  be  a 
Chi  t J a tice  to  preside  over  each. 

The  hon.  gentleman  concl  ded  by  aying 
that  he  thought  hat  the  ne  essit  or  som  steps 
being  taken  to  exptd  t-  the  judicial  business  of 
the  c untry  was  ado  i ted  o all  ha  ds,  a d as 
to  the  pro  osed  incumbent,  there  was  no  ques- 
tion as  t his  nrnent  titnessJor  the  fii  . His 
grea  talents,  nd  distingai  : ed  ability  p inte  1 
him  ou  , as  the  ma  for  t e pi  e ; a d <■  very 
n felt  that  in  relinquishing  the  large  > rofts- 
si  : al  i c me  he  e-  j yed,  he  was  i ot  betts:  ing 
his  position  by  ta'  ing  a seat  on  h B nch. 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  BOURINOT. 

Mr.  Bottbxnox  said  : — As  a lay  member  of  this 
house  I am  desirous  of  offering  a few  of  my 
views  before  the  members  of  this  legislature. 
Probably  it  would  be  better  for  me  to  leave  the 
question  entirely  in  the  hands  of  legal  gentlemen, 
but  I do  not  know  if  it  would  be  right  for  me  to 
do  so,  for  it  affects  all  classes  of  people  in  this 
country.  As  I understand  this  bill,  it  is  intended 
to  create  an  Equity  Judge,  for  the  purpose  of  es- 
pecially attending  to  equitable  cases  as  well  as 
otherwise  facilitating  the  legal  business  of  the 
country.  A difference  of  opinion,  however,  ap- 
pears to  exist  as  to  the  propriety  of  establishing 
this  court.  I have  heard  the  hon.  member  for 
Colchester,  the  leader  of  the  opposition,  as  well  as 
the  hon.  Solicitor  General,  upon  the  subject,  and 
I have  come,  after  due  reflection,  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  is  a bill  absolutely  required  to  meet  the 
public  exigencies.  It  must  be  known  that  for 
many  years  I have  appeared  before  this  house  as 
an  advocate  of  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
magistrates  in  civil  cases,  on  the  simple  ground 
that  the  duties  of  the  Supreme  Court  could  not  be 
satisfactorily  performed  because  cases  of  a trivial 
nature  had  to  be  tried  before  it.  I was  met  by 
the  argument  that  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
cases  could  be  disposed  of,  and  I moved  for  the 
returns  a few  years  ago,  to  show  that  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  could  not  deal  with  the 
cases  brought  before  them,  and  the  returns,  when 
produced,  corroborated  these  statements  which  I 
have  so  frequently  made  here.  You  are  aware 
that  the  whole  legal  profession  united  against 
me  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  me  extending 
the  jurisdiction  of  justices,  but  that  this  opposi- 
tion availed  nothing  against  the  conviction  which 
prevailed  among  a majority  of  the  house  that  the 
step  I proposed  was  absolutely  requisite  in  view  of 
the  public  exigencies.  The  same  feeling  that  has 
induced  me  to  combat  so  earnestly  for  this  mea- 
sure— namely,  that  it  is  required  to  facilitate  the 


legal  business  of  the  people — now  prompts  me  to 
support  the  bill  before  the  house. 

I regret  exceedingly  the  main  cause  that  has 
led  to  the  introduction  of  this  Equity  Bill—  that 
Mr.  Justice  Bliss  is  unable  to  preside  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  consequence  of  the  impaired  state 
of  his  health.  I regret  it,  because  be  is  a gen- 
tleman who  has  established  a reputation  second 
to  none  in  this  province.  From  the  earliest  his- 
tory of  Nova  Scotia  he  has  stood  acknowledged  as 
pre-eminent  for  his  legal  attainments,  and  I am 
proud  to  be  able  to  bear  this  testimony  to  that 
gentleman’s  worth. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  on  the  facts 
that  have  been  submitted  to  the  house,  showing 
the  necessity  of  this  measure.  It  is  obvious,  how- 
ever, that  another  judge  is  absolutely  required  to 
settle  the  many  cases  that  are  now  lying  over  for 
want  of  sufficient  force  on  the  bench.  Though 
oniy  a layman,  I am  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
leg%l  matters  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  if  the 
equity  business  had  long  ere  this  been  separated 
from  the  Supreme  Court,  people  would  not'  now 
have  to  complain  of  so  many  cases  all  over  the 
country  remaining  untried,  as  we  have  seen  from 
the  returns  on  the  table. 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  opponents  of  this 
measure  that  it  is  only  intended  to  create  a court 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  a gentleman  now  in 
this  house  at  its  head — to  give  him  co-ordinate 
rank  with  the  Chief  Justice.  That  is  not  the 
true  reason,  I contend.  We  must  look  to  the 
facts  as  they  exist,  and  if  we  find  that  there  are  a 
large  number  of  cases  remaining  untried,  because 
the  judges  are  insufficient  to  bring  them  up,  we 
cannot  but  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  the 
duty — even  the  imperative  duty — of  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  to  provide  a remedy  without 
delay;  and  that  remedy,  I believe,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  bill  before  us  for  our  consideration.  It 
matters  not  who  is  the  gentleman  who  is  to  fill 
this  position, — it  is  sufficient  for  us  to  know  that 
the  public  necessities  require  it.  If  the  minda  of 
men  turn  to  the  present  leader  of  the  govern- 
ment, is  it  not  because  they  feel  that  it  is  only 
due  to  his  position  in  this  country — to  his  long 
and  arduous  public  services — that  his  party  should 
confer  this  office  upon  him.  This  has  not  been 
denied  by  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester  himseif. 

I must  express  my  surprise  at  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  hon.  leader  of  the  opposition  in  open- 
ing the  debate.  The  greater  portion  of  his  re- 
marks were  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  main  subject 
before  us.  I heard  him,  instead  of  dealing  with 
the  question  at  igsue,  launch  forth  into  a variety 
of  topics.  I feel  some  unwillingness  in  following 
his  example,  but  as  others  have  done  so,  it  may 
not  be  out  of  place  for  me,  especially  as  matters 
connected  with  the  island  of  Cape  Breton  have 
been  brought  up. 

I am  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  island 
of  Cape  Breton,  and  I am  proud  to  acknowledge 
it.  When  I heard  the  hon.  member  for  South 
Colchester  s&y  that  the  money  granted  to  the  St.  j 
Peter’s  c&n&l  was  thrown  away  for  the  purpose 
of  digging  a mere  hole,  I confess  I was  surprised. 

I heard' my  hon.  friend  from  Autigonishe,  the  Sol. 
Gen.,  state  here  that  that  hon.  gentleman  had 
simply  opposed  the  canal  upon  grounds  whicsh  : 
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I shall  explain.  It  is  true  that  the  hon.  Fin.  Sec. 
introduced  his  estimate,  and  that  the  hon.  leader 
of  the  opposition  did  not  object  to  it  at  the  out- 
set ; but  two  or  three  days  after  he  came  forward 
with  a motion  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  strife 
into  the  midst  of  the  members  for  Cape  Breton. 
( Bear,  hear  ) He  proposed  to  expend  the  money, 
$'16,000,  among  the  several  counties  instead  of 
devoting  it  to  the  St.  Peter’s  canal,  because  he 
thought  the  work  impracticable  ; but  the  mem- 
bers far  Cape  Breton  knew  that  it  was  not  the 
in  erests  of  the  island  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  so  much  at  heart.  No,  sir,  his  object  was  to 
create  division  among  us,  but,  true  to  the  inter- 
ests of  Cape  Breton,  we  stood  firm  and  resisted 
all  his  advances  ; and  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
foiled  in  his  designs.  Whatever  our  political 
opinious,  whatever  our  differences  may  be,  at 
all  events  we  are  true  to  the  St  Peter’s  canal — 
a work  which  I feel  confident  will  soou  be  a fact. 
We  are  told  that  there  are  impracticabilities  in 
the  way  of  its  completion.  Who  can  affirm  that 
in  the  advanced  state  of  science  anything  is  im- 
practicable? I told  the  hon.  gentleman  at  the 
time,  that  however  inviting  his  proposal  might 
be,  l would  stand  faithful  to  the  best  interests  of 
Cape  Breton, — that  I only  wished  the  grant  was 
in  pound*  instead  of  dollars,  and  that  I believed 
the  time  will  come  when  the  St.  Peter’s  canal  will 
be  navigable  to  the  inmost  waters  of  the  Bras 
d’Or  Lake. 

Speaking  of  Cape  Breton  reminds  me  of  the 
time  when  Cape  Breton  was  only  represented  by 
two  members.  I remembfcr  a story  that  is  told  of 
some  remarks  that  were  made  in  this  House  many 
years  ago,  and  I daresay  the  hon.  member  for 
Colchester  may  also  recollect  them,  after  the  con- 
temptuous manner  in  which  he  has  spoken  of  the 
St.  Peter’s  Canal.  We  are  told  of  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman, a member  for  Halifax,  who  rose  and  sta- 
ted that  “ Cape  Breton  was  a tin  kettle  tied  on  to 
a dog's  tail.  (Laughter.)  Then  my  hon  pre- 
decessor— a man  who  has  been  an  honor  to  Nova 
Scotia, — whose  eloquent  voice  has  often  been  heard 
in  this  House,  and  once  heard  could  never  be  for- 
gotten— the  Hon.  James  Boyle  Uoiacke,  who  re- 
presented the  county  of  Cape  Breton,  which  I am 
proud  also  to  represent  in  this  Legislature — got 
up  and  said — “ No,  sir , it  is  a jewel  in  a sow's 
snout!"  (Roars  of  Laughter.)  And  so  it  is. 
Nova  Scotia  now  cannot  fail  to  appreciate  the 
wealth  of  resources  of  Cape  Breton,  however  in- 
different she  may  have  been  in  the  past.  Look  at 
the  bills  of  incorporation  which  have  been  laid  on 
your  table  this  session — bills  to  incorporate  com- 
panies for  the  working  of  her  mines  of  coal,  cop- 
per, and  iron.  This  is  the  island  which,  in  the 
past,  was  looked  at  and  spoken  of  with  so  much 
contempt.  How  is  it  now?  Does  not  every  man 
in  this  House  acknowledge  how  much  Cape  Bre- 
ton is  adding  to  the  wealth  of  the  province — that 
she  is  an  integral  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  not  as 
she  was  represented  in  times  gone  by,  by  the  gen- 
tleman I have  quoted. 

These  remarks  may  be  foreign  to  the  real  sub- 
ject before  us,  but  the  fact  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
men who  have  preceded  me  have  followed  a simi- 
lar course,  is  my  excuse.  But  let  me  here  refer 
to  what  has  been  said  in  reference  to  the  estimates, 
S3 


and  ask  if  the  grants  that  have  been  given  are 
not  requisite  for  the  improvements  of  our  roads 
and  bridges,  and  the  other  public  services.  Will 
not  our  constituents  hail  with  pleasure  the  fact 
that  we  have  now  £100  where  we  had  only  £20 
last  year?  Is  not  that  an  argument  more  con- 
vincing than  anything  else — than  any  vague  as- 
sertion that  the  expenditure  will  drive  us  to  ruin  ? 
After  all,  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  are  more 
eloquent  than  words.  Look  at  the  way  education 
has  been  dealt  with.  For  how  many  years  has 
education  remained  in  abeyance  ; but  what  has 
the  present  Government  done?  They  have  not 
stood  still,  but  have  brought  forward  a bill  which 
is  a great  step  in  advance.  My  hon.  friend,  the 
Provincial  Secretary,  has  grappled  with  this  ques- 
tion with  which  public  men  for  years  have  been 
afraid  to  deal  ; and  the  time  will  come  when  the 
country  will  thank  him,  for  it  owes  him  a debt  of 
gratitude  for  all  time  to  come.  But  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  stand  still— they  must  assist  the 
handmaid  of  education  ; and  pray,  sir,  what  i» 
it  ? It  is  one  which  you  must  consider  as  I do— -it 
is  postal  communication.  I find  that  some  por* 
tions  of  this  Province  have  the  benefit  of  a daily 
communication  ; whilst  others  have  only  a tri. 
weekly  ; and  I believe  the  time  must  come  when 
a daily  post  must  go  over  the  length  and  breadth 
of  this  Province.  I do  not  look  upon  this  service 
as  a source  of  revenue,  but  as  a means  of  promot- 
ing knowledge  among  all  classes  ; and  I am  sure, 
when  the  subject  comes  before  this  Honse  I will 
find  hon.  members  agree  with  the  views  I have 
here  expressed. 

It  has  been  said  in  an  insinuating  way  that  the 
only  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  create  an  office  for 
an  hon.  gentleman  in  this  house.  I acknowledge 
if  the  government  could  not  show  the  necessity  for 
this  office,  it  would  be  a wrong  committed  on  the 
people  to  impose  upon  them  the  expense  the  bill 
entails.  But  I think  it  has  been  conclusively 
shown  that  this  measure  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  need  I 
tell  you — need  I tell  the  hon.  member  for  Colches- 
ter that  the  appointment  which  all  confess  must 
be  made  will  be  one  of  those  appointments  that 
will  be  hailed  with  pleasure  by  the  whole  country. 
If  it  is  given  to  a gentleman  who  has  given  up  the 
best  years  of  his  life  to  the  public  business — who 
has  sacrificed  his  best  interests  for  the  public,  for 
the  advocacy  of  those  principles  which  he  held 
dear — do  you  not  think  the  whole  people  will, 
with  one  acclaim,  applaud  the  step?  This  coun- 
try, sir,  owes  him  a debt  of  gratitude,  and  this 
office  will  be  but  a reward  suitable  to  his  great 
talents  and  the  position  which  he  has  held  in  this 
country  for  many  long  years.  I go  for  this  bill 
cordially,  because  it  is  one  which  the  interests  of 
the  people  ^demand — because  it  is  one  which  en- 
ables us  to  show  our  appreciation  of  the  services 
of  a gentleman  who  stands  so  high  in  his  prefea- 
8ion,  and  who  is  second  to  none  as  a statesman  in 
the  colonies  of  British  North  America. 

Some  desultory  discussion  followed  as  to  the 
propr  ety  of  adjourning  the  debate  over. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  he  thought  at  this  late  period 
of  the  aession  it  was  well  not  to  prolong  the  de- 
bate. Every  gentleman  must  see  the  necessi- 
ty of  cloging  up  the  business  of  the  House 
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as  soon  as  possible.  It  was  now  the  16th 
of  April,  and  the  House  had  been  in  session 
since  the  4th  February.  He  knew  that  the 
legal  gentlemen  would  talk  from  this  to  eternity, 
if  they  were  allowed  to  go  on.  He  had  heard 
all  the  arguments  on  both  sides  with  regard  to 
the  bill,  and  he  believed  it  was  a necessity  grow- 
ing out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  country.  It 
was  quite  sufficient  for  him  to  know  that  the 
government  would  have  the  responsibility  of 
filling  up  this  high  and  responsible  position. 
Therefore  in  arguing  this  question  he  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  who  might  or  might  not  fill  up 
the  position.  All  that  he  wanted  to  know  was 
that  the  circumstances  ot  the  coun'ry  demand- 
ed the  bill.  He  felt  it  was  not  proper  for  him  at 
that  late  period  of  the  session  to  detain  the  house 
with  any  lengthy  remarks.  It  was  time  the 
House  rose,  and  honorable  gentlemen  were  al- 
lowed to  return  to  their  ord  nary  avocations.  He 
might  occupy  the  H >i  se  two  or  t ree  hours 
witi  remarks  on  husting’s  speeches  and  t e 
manner  canvassing  wa3  conducted  throughout 
the  Province,  but  he  felt  that  was  not  the  way 
to  treat  asubj  ct  • f such  importance  «s  hat  pro- 
pe  ly  befo  e ihe  House.  Gentl  men  ought,  in 
his  opinion  co  fine  ;hemsel -is  stri  tly  to  th ■; 
qu  i-t  on  ' efo  e them. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  said  he  be  iev  d the 
coun  ry  would  endors  ; tt  e sentiment  of  the 
gentleman  who  h d just  sp  ken.  The  entire  bi  1 
had  been  venti^ted  by  speeches  on  both  sides 
Ther  was  a gr  at  deal  of  busin  ss  y t before 
the  House — enough  to  occupy  them  for  a fort- 
nght;  and  ye  some  gentlemen  wan’ed  to  di- 
lay  ihe  Ho  i e w th  three  or  four  days  deba'e  on 
a ubjecfc  which  was  now  well  under  ood — in 
fact  sepeating  over  wha(.  had  fce  n already  said. 
As  far  as  the  di  cu?sion  hai  already  r one  it  ap- 
peared to  h m that  gentlemen  had  entire  y de- 
parted from  tte  question  before  t e H use. 

Hon.  3jrov.  Sect,  said  there  was  no  doubt  a 
great  deal  of  truth  in  what  the  hon.  gentlemen 
who  had  just  spoken  had  said.  A great  deal  of 
irrelevant  matter  had  been  dragged  into  the  de 
bate,  and  for  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  responsible.  He  thought,  however,  that 
every  gentleman  snould  have  an  opportunity  ot 
expressing  his  opinions  freely  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  hon.  gentleman  then  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  Mr.  Tobin  the  previous  question : 
the  motion  for  adjournment  was  declared  to 
have  precedence  over  all  others,  and  it  was 
oarried. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  Monday  at  11 
o’clock. 

Monday,  April  18. 

PROVINCIAL  MAPS. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

Hon.  Sol.  General  said  that  it  would  be  re- 
membered that  in  1862  a Mr.  Chase  had  applied 
to  the  Legislature  for  aid  to  enable  him  to  make 
a complete  map  of  the  different  counties  of  the 
Province — which  would  comprise  not  only  every 
town  and  village  but  all  the  roads,  farm-houses, 
and  places  of  residence  along  such  roads.  The 
Committee  ot  the  House  recommended  that  the 
House  should  engage  to  take  a certain  number 


of  copies,  and  Mr.  Chase  had  since  made  consi- 
derable progress  in  the  work — confining  his  at- 
tention solely  to  the  County  of  Hali  ax.  He 
now  proposed  to  include  the  four  counties  of 
Halifax,  Hants,  Colchester,  and  Pictou.  and  he 
would  move  that  a Select  Committee  be  appoin- 
ted to  consider  the  prop  sition. 

After  some  conventional  debate  the  follow- 
ing Committee  were  appointed  : Messrs.  Archi* 
bald,  McFarlane,  and  S.  Campbell. 

Mr.  Archibald,  from  the  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  a Bill  obliging  Foreign  In 
surance  Companies  to  deposit  a certain  amount 
of  Capital  as  a security  for  losses  that  might  oc- 
cur, reported  that  while  they  approved  of  the 
general  policy  contained  in  the  Bill,  they  did 
not  deem  it  expedient  at  present  to  carry  it  out. 
They  the  efore  recommended  that  the  Bill  be 
deferred  for  three  months. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  LOCKE. 

The  adjourned  debate  upon  the  Equity  Bill 
was  then  resumed. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  as  no  one  seemed  dispoj* 
sed  to  address  the  House,  he  could  not  allow  the 
opportunity  to  | ass  without  entering  his  protest 
against  the  passage  of  this  Bill,  which  he  consi- 
dered as  nothing  more  or  less  than  a job.  and  an 
attempt  to  fasten  upon  the  country  an  addition- 
al Judgeship  whieh  the  public  service  dil  not 
require.  He  could  recommend  a much  more 
appropriate  title  than  a Bill  to  provide  for  & 
Chief  Justice  in  Equity  without  very  much 
drawing  on  the  imagination  or  straining  the 
sound  of  the  word,  viz  : a Bill  of  iniquity.  He 
could  not  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion as  a lawyer  could,  but  it  did  not  require  a 
legal  mind  to  see  that  it  was  unnecessary,  and 
would  remedy  no  evil,  that  it  professed  to  cure. 
When  in  1855  the  Legislature  abolished  the 
f haneery  Court  and  pensioned  off  its  officers,  he 
had  hoped  that  they  were  done  with  it  forever, 
but  here  was  a Bill  reviving  that  Court  to  all 
intents  and  i urposes,  fastening  on  the  country 
a salary  of  £800  a year,  and  no  doubt  before 
long,  we  should  have  the  same  officers  connect- 
ed with  the  new  Court  as  we  bad  before.  And 
all  this  for  the  purpose  of  shelving  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman connected  with  that  House,  and  provi- 
ding f r him  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  In  his  opi 
niou  one  of  the  most  obnoxious  features  of  the 
Bill,  was  giving  the  Chief  Justice  in  Equity 
equal  rank — and  m certain  cases  superior  rank — 
to  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  who 
helds  his  commission  under  the  Royal  sign  man- 
ual. 

It  had  been  clearly  proved  by  the  leader  of 
the  opposition  and  the  member  for  Inverness, 
that  the  cases  in  Equity  were  so  few  as  not  to 
require  an  extra  J udge — and  as  to  the  causes 
in  the  Supreme  Court  undisposed  of,  they 
amounted  in  the  whole  Province  to  881,  or  about 
76  to  each  Judge  and  if  a Judge  could  not  try 
that  number  in  the  course  of  a year,  it  did  not 
speak  much  for  his  ability.  , 

If  this  court  was  necessarW*  why  did  not  the 
Government  appoint  the  genveman  who  former- 
ly presided  over  the  Chancery  Court,  and  who 
now  epjoys  a pension  of  £400  * year.  Surely 
if  this  appointment  was  required,  no  one  could 
be  better  qualified  1 o discharge  the  duties  than 
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one  who  had  such  long  experience  in  that  parti- 
cular branch  of  law.  But  as  he  said  before,  this 
was  nothing  more  than  a job — and  such  a one 
as  should  not  be  perpetrated  in  this  country. 

He  did  not  intend  to  follow  the  Find.  Sscre- 
tary  through  his  remarks  upon  the  Estimates, 
but  as  he  had  complained  that  he  (Mr.  L ) had 
characterized  them  as  stale,  flat  and  unprofita- 
ble, he  would  say  a word  or  two  in  explanation. 
He  did  not  speak  generally  of  the  Estimates 
but  he  did  complain  that  in  the  distribution  of 
the  public  monies  undue  preference  was  given 
to  the  eastern  counties  over  the  western. 
Shelburne,  it  is  true,  received  $5,000  for  the 
great  roads,  but  these,  although  located  i > that 
county,  were  common  to  all  the  western  shore 
counties,  and  equally  important  to  them.  And 
because  she  received  this  small  portion  of  pub 
lie  favour,  were  her  representatives  to  be  told 
that  they  must  come  like  dogs  and  lick  the 
hands  of  their  master— that  they  must  be  thank- 
ful for  the  small  mercies  they  had  received,  and 
must  not  complain.  He  could  tell  the  Financial 
Secretary  that  they  did  not  admit  they  had  re- 
ceived their  due,  aod  what  they  had  received  of 
the  public  monies  they  demanded  as  a matter  of 
right  and  not  of  favor.  The  people  of  Nova 
Scotia  had  placed  the  Government  in  power  to 
deal  out  equal  justice  to  all — not  to  reward  par- 
ticular counties,  from  which  they  received  poli- 
tical support. 

It  had  been  said  that  this  was  not  the  time  to 
bring  forward  the  subject  of  retrenchment.  He 
knew  of  no  more  appropriate  time  than  when 
an  attempt  was  being  made  to  fasten  an  addi- 
tional salary  of  £800  a year  upon  the  revenues 
of  the  country.  The  Fin’l  Secretary  said  that 
he  was  not  pledged  to  retrenchment,  and  that  if 
he  had  been  he  was  prevented  from  carrying  it 
out  by  the  Duke  of  N wcastle’s  despatch.  He 
would  like  to  ask  how  that  despatch,  which  on- 
ly referred  to  the  salari  s fixed  by  the  Civil  List 
could  hinder  the  Provinci  1 Secretary  fr  m car 
tying  out  his  scheme  of  1863  ? and  if  they  were 
so  very  much  afraid  of  that  despatch,  why  did  it 
not  hinder  them  from  retrenching  the  salary  of 
the  Governor’s  private  Secretary,  which  was 
justas  much  affected  by  it  as  their  own.  But  he 
asserted  most  positively  that  the  last  elections 
were  run  upon  the  retrenchment  question — it 
was  brought  up  on  every  hustings,  and  was  in 
everybody’s  mouth,  and  it  was  useless  now  to 
deny  it — and  what  had  become  of  it  ? Having 
served  its  purpose,  it  was  thrust  on  one  side — 
a d the  Government  stood  that  day  a monu- 
ment of  pledges  unfulfilled  and  promises  viola- 
ted before  every  constituency  of  this  Province, 
and,  it  he  mistaked  not,  as  soon  as  an  opportu- 
nity occurs,  they  will  speak  out  in  thunder- 
tones  against  the  party  who  had  go  grossly 
misled  them. 

REMARKS  OP  MR.  KILLAM. 

Mr.  Killam  had  been  waiting  for  some  mem- 
ber of  the  government  to  say  something  in  favor 
of  this  Bill,  but  as  none  seemed  disposed  to  do 
so  be  would  say  a word  or  two. 

The  Hon.  Prov.  Sec’y  in  introducing  this  mea- 
sure had  given  as  a reason  that  the  legal  busi- 
ness of  the  country  was  in  arrears,  but  on  look- 
ing over  the  Bill  he  could  not  eee  any  provision 


for  remedying  the  evil  complained  of.  It  was 
manifest  that  the  Bill  was  introduced  for  some 
other  object  than  to  improve  the  jurisprudence  of 
the  country,  and  he  was  afraid  that  it  would  not 
be  the  only  appointment  that  would  follow  from 
it.  He  presumed  that  all  that  could  be  said  in 
favor  of  this  Bill  had  been  said  by  the  Hon.  Sol. 
Genl.,  and  it  appeared  that  only  5 appeal  cases 
in  Equity  had  occurred  in  5 years.  He  presumed 
therefore  that  the  majority  of  Equity  cases  tried 
throughout  the  country  had  been  decided  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  parties,  and  it  hardly  seemed 
to  be  necessary  to  create  a new  Judge  for  this 
particular  branch  of  law.  He  did  not  think  that 
this  Bill  was  going  to  add  to  the  harmony  of  the 
Bench.  Ever  since  ' the  Chancery  Court  was 
abolished  in  1855,  and  the  Common  Law  and 
Equity  Courts  were  blended  together,  the  system 
had  worked  well,  and  the  Judges  had  since  then 
of  course  time  to  gain  experience  in  the  new 
branch  of  law  they  were  called  upon  to  adminis- 
trate, and  were  probably  now  much  better  quali- 
fied to  deal  with  Equity  cases  than  any  new  man 
who  might  be  appointed.  To  put  a man  then 
over  these  Judges,  he  thought  would  crpate  jea- 
lousies and  disturb  that  harmony  which  ought  to 
prevail  in  a legal  tribunal. 

He  thought  that  the  Government  were  inju- 
ring the  reputafion  of  the  man  they  professed  to 
serve.  No  one  had  been  more  anxious  for  the 
promotion  of  the  Attorney  General  than  he  had 
been.  He  thought  he  was  entitled  to  the  Chief 
Justiceship,  but  he  had  a rival,  and  he  got  it, 
and  it  could  not  be  helped ; and  he  thought  this 
attempt  to  legislate  him  into  an  office  wag  not  in 
the  legitimate  course  of  promotion,  and  tended 
to  lower  him  in  the  estimation  of  his  friends.  He 
did  not  think  the  hon.  gentleman  himself  would 
have  thought  of  it,  if  his  lawyer  Government, 
who  were  so  anxioug  for  promotion  themselves, 
had  not  pressed  it  upon  him.  If  he  understood 
the  Bill,  it  would  not  effect  the  objeet  contempla- 
ted, it  would  not  bring  up  the  work  in  arrears. 
The  Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  it  was  not  intended 
permanently  to  increase  the  number  of  Judges: 
he  would  like  to  know  if  he  was  correct. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sect,  said— In  case  cf  a vacancy 
occurring  in  the  office  of  the  senior  puisne  Judge, 
it  was  not  intended  to  appoint  any  one  in  his 
place. 

Mr.  Killam  said  he  could  not  see  how  the  ap- 
pointment of  another  Judge  could  improve  the 
present  state  of  things.  He  thought  that  it  was 
quite  time  that  some  policy  should  be  settled  for 
future  guidance.  Either  that  a Judge  should 
continue  to  receive  his  salary  when  unlit  to  per- 
form his  duties,  or  that  he  should  retire  in  such  a 
case,  or  that  he  should  receive  a pension.  It  was 
clear  that  some  policy  should  be  adopted. 

He  did  not  approve  of  this  idea,  that  the  party 
in  power  must  have  the  control  of  the  Judiciary. 
See  what  it  would  lead  to.  When  the  next  party 
attained  power,  they  must  have  a Chief  Justice, 
too,  and  he  would  be  Chief  Justice  General— or 
they  would  number  them,  and  they  would  be 
Chief  Justice  No.  1,  No.  2,  and  so  on.  This 
attempt  to  place  the  Judiciary  under  the  conti  o 1 
of  the  Executive,  was  a very  bad  move,  and  oae 
that  the  country  would  not  approve  of.  As  to 
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the  salary  of  the  office,  he  would  say  that  it  was 
inconsistent  with  the  views  expressed  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  1862— then  they  thought  £600  a 
year  enough  for  any  Judge.  Iu  his  opinion— in 
view  of  the  haavy  obligations  the  Province  was 
assuming — economy  in  the  administration  of  pub- 
lic affairs  was  just  as  necessary  now  as  then. 

The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  expressing 
his  disapproval  of  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Financial  Secretary,  in  reminding  hon.  gentle- 
men that  they  ought  to  be  obliged  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  grants  they  had  received.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  provide  for  every 
' publio  service,  and  if  they  did  more  than  this, 
' they  exceeded  their  duty,  and  what  they  gave 
must  be  with  a corrupt  intention.  He  should 
vote  against  the  Bill  as  injurious  in  itself,  and 
as  not  calculated  to  carry  out  the  object  contem- 
plated. 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  KAULBACK. 

Mr.  Kaulback  said  that  he  could  not  allow, 
this  Bill  to  pass  without  saying  a word  or  two, 
and  at  the  outset  he  could  not  help  expressing 
his  regret  that  some  of  the  preceding  speakers 
had  wandered  so  far  from  the  subject  under 
discussion,  and  had  introduced  so  much  extra- 
neous matter  into  the  debate. 

In  answer  to  the  remark  of  the  hon.  member 
tor  Shelburne  upon  the  salary  of  the  Governor’s 
Private  Secretary,  he  would  say  that  it  stood  in 
a very  different  position  from  the  salaries  of  the 
departmental  officers  No  mention  whatever 
was  made  of  it  in  the  Duke  of  Newc  stle’s  d s- 
patch,  and  as  it  had  always  been  an  op^n  ques  - 
Hon,  the  Government  had  a right  to  deal  with 
it  as  they  thought  proper— but  it  did  not  lie  in 
the  mouths  of  gentlemen  opposite  to  taunt  the 
Government  and  their  supporters,  with  not  car- 
rying out  the  retrenchment  scheme,  when  they 
by  their  own  action  had  so  fixed  the  salaries  of 
the  public  officers  as  to  place  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  touch  them  at  all. 

But  the  Government  had  retrenched  in  the 
expenses  of  the  departmental  officers  and  salary 
of  Private  Secretary,  causing  a saving  to  the 
country  from  this  alone  of  over  $3000  a year, 
as  they  had  shown  the  House.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman styled  this  a bill  of  iniquity  and  a job. 
It  ill  became  a member  of  the  late  government 
to  talk  about  jobs.  Did  not  hon.  gentleman 
around  these  tenches  and  the  country  know 
what  jobs  they  perpetrated  when  in  power. 
Living  monuments  of  their  policy  were  to  be 
found  everywhere.  Such  remarks  tended  to  awa 
ken  feelings  which  for  the  sake  of  their  friends 
had  better  lie  dormant. 

The  hon.  leader  of  the  opposition  had  ram- 
bled over  a great  deal  of  ground,  and  had  intro 
duced  a great  variety  of  topics  foreign  to  the 
subject.  He , had  talked  about  retrenchment, 
Breakwaters,  Light  Houses,  Commissioners, 
Hoads  and  Bridges,  Reporting  the  Debates,  and 
Inspector  of  Mines,  and  almost  every  imaginable 
subject,  not  omitting  a fling  at  the  county  of 
Lunenburg.  He  did  not  know  what  the  reason 
was,  but  no  opportunity  was  allowed  to  pass  of 
having  a shy  at  poor  Lunenburg.  He  was  not 
aware  what  sin  they  had  committed  other  than 
that  of  deciding  against  them  at  the  hustings  ; 


but  whatever  the  cause  was  the  opposiiion  had 
a particular  grudge  against  Lunenburg.  He 
was  prepared  to  carry  out  the  principles  he  had 
advocated  on  the  hustings,  and  he  defied  any  one 
to  point  out  any  pledge  that  he  had  not  fulfilled. 
If  any  branch  of  the  public  service  could  be  re- 
trenched without  interfering  with  the  proper  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs,  he  was  prepared 
to  advocate  such  retrenchment;  but  he  v>  ould 
take  the  opportunity  of  saying  that  he  never 
pledged  himself  to  the  retrenchment  scheme  of 
1862  as  a whole,  and  never  advocated  it.  At 
that  time  an  extraordinary  emergency  occurred 
— the  country  was  in  an  embarrassed  condition, 
and  the  revenue  was  not  equal  to  be  expendi- 
ture— we  were  in  a state  of  bankruptcy — the 
government  of  the  day  proposed  to  increase  the 
taxes  of  he  people  by  an  additional  impost  of 
2|  per  cent.,  which  would  fall  chiefly  on 
tne  poorer  classes — then  it  was  that,  the 
Provincial  Secretary,  rather  than  grind  the 
people  who  were  already  too  heavily  oppressed, 
proposed  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  various 
public  departments.  It  was  not  because  he  be- 
lieved the  salaries  too  high,  or  that  he  wished 
to  decrease  them,  but  it  was  simply  to  meet  a 
pressing  emergency  and  as  a temporary  expe- 
dient, until  the  revenues  of  the  country  had 
resumed  a prosperous  position.  So  much  for 
this  retrenchment  story.  He  would  now  turn 
for  a moment  to  the  charge  of  the  lead  r of  the 
opposition,  that  the  government  had  squandered 
the  public  monies.and  scattered  the  revenue  right 
and  left  broadcast  over  the  country.  He  denied 
the  charge,  and  defied  him  to  the  proof.  Take 
the  county  of  Lunenburg  for  instance.  He 
would  like  to  ask  if  the  special  grant  of  $12,009 
was  too  much  for  her  long  neglected  roads  and 
bridges  ? If  he  could  get  ten  times  that  amount 
of  money,  it  would  not  be  too  much,  nor  would 
he  find  any  difficulty  in  expending  it  advanta- 
geously and  for  the  public  good.  And  then 
would  any  one  attempt  to  say  that  the  sum  ap- 
propriated for  a light  house  at  the  entrance  of 
Lunenburg  harbor  was  misapplied,  or  was  one 
that  the  public  service  did  not  demand  He  would 
like  those  hon.  gentlemen  who  opposed  it  (if  any 
there  be)' to  ask  that  class  who  were  engaged  iu 
the  West  India  t ade,  or  those  hardy  and  indus- 
trious fellows  who  followed  the  mo  e laborious 
and  dangerous  occupation  of  the  Labrador  Fish- 
ery, (a  branch  of  in  ustry  which  benefited  not 
only  the  County  of  Lunenburgh,  but  the  whole 
Province,)  whether  they  considered  that  the 
Government  had  wasted  the  Public  Money  in 
placing  a beacon  light  at  the  entrance  of  that 
harbor  to  gui  e them  trom  the  dangers  of  the 
deep  to  a harbor  of  safety. 

If  these  were  all  the  charges  that  could  be 
brought  against  him,  he  felt  that  he  could  go 
back  to  his  constituents  confident  of  receiving 
their  approval  s-nd  support.  He  had  already 
received  substantial  proofs  of  their  approval  of 
his  conduct,  Dot  only  from  his  own  immediate 
political  friends,  but  also  from  those  who  had 
been  his  political  opponents. 

The  member  for  C Icliester  had  talked  about 
kite-flying, — about  the  railroad  k te,  with  a tail 
reaching  to  Victoria  Beach.  He  would  not  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  in  reviewing  the  raii- 
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way  policy  of  the  late  Govefmnent,  and  the 
kites  they  raised  to  delude  counties  to  the  East- 
ward. Why,  the  late  Government  would  have 
projected  a r ilwav  to  the  moon,  if  by  such  a 
scheme  they  could  have  held  on  to  place  and 
power.  (Hear,  hear  ) The  hon.  member  bad 
voted  for  the  Pi'ctou  railway  himself,  as  he  (Mr. 
KJ  had  also  done ; but  he  did  no*  do  so  until  he 
had  ascertained  that  the  revenue  was  in  a suffi- 
ciently prosperous  condition  to  provide  for  all 
the  local  wants  of  the  country.  He  did  not  deny 
that  he  would  not  have  voted  for  that  measure, 
if  he  bad  thought  that  the  internal  improve- 
ment of  the  Province  would  have  been  neglect- 
ed, for  the  local  necessities  of  his  own  county 
were  of  more  importance  to  him  and  his  consti 
tuents  than  any  railroad. 

He  would  frankly  admit  when  he  came  to  this 
House,  he  was  obliged  to  oppose  Railways,  if 
his  county  by  their  extension  was  to  be  depri- 
ved of  the  money  that  ought  to  go  to  open  up 
and  improve  the  roads  in  the  remote  settlements. 
He  knew  the  wants  of  his  county  too  well  to 
neglect  them  as  they  have  heretofore  been. 
But  when  it  was  shown  that  the  province  was 
in  a flourishing  condition  with  a large  revenue, 
and  that  the  wants  of  the  couqty  of  Lunenburg 
would  not  be  overlooked,  he  consented  to  vote 
for  the  Pictou  Railway.  Hon.  gentlemen  oppo- 
site say— hear,  hear.  He  would  repeat  what  he 
said  if  they  wished  it.  His  constituency  would 
also  say—  hear,  hear,  and  approve  of  his  action 
on  this  question. 

Another  charge  of  extravagance  ^brought 
against  the  government  was  the  grant  for  re 
porting  the  debates  of  the  House.  Every  one 
had  heard  of  the  old  Council  of  twelve,  which 
sat  with  closed  doors  and  never  allowed  any 
body  to  know  what  they  were  doing.  That  po- 
licy might  do  with  the  late  government,  who 
were  anxious  to  conceal  their  actions  from  the 
criticism  of  publiG  opinion  hut  he  thought  it 
was  but  due  to  the  people  that  they  should 
know  what  their  representatives  were  doing, 
and  how  they  were  discharging  the  trust  confi- 
ded to  them  He  presumed  that  the  salary  p o- 
posed  for  the  Inspector  of  Mines  would  also  be 
charged  upon  the  government  as  an  instance 
of  the  extravagant  waste  of  the  public  monies. 
He  did  n t think  that  the  people  of  Nova  Scot  a 
would  so  consider  it.  In  his  opinion  it  was  one 
of  the  most  important  services  that  could  be  pro- 
vided for.  Not  only  as  a means  of  pr  tecting 
the  mining  interests,  but  as  a safeguard  for  the 
lives  of  those  engaged  in  developing  that  impor- 
tant branch  of  provincial  industry,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  government  would  Dot  fail  to  appoint  a 
competent  person  to  fill  that  office 

He  would  now  briefly  advert  to  the  subject 
more  immediately  before  the  House,  and  in 
doing  so  he  would  say  that  the  Government,  in 
the  exercise  of  that  supervision  which  they  were 
suppo  ed  to  exert  over  every  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic service,  did  nothing  more  than  their  duty  in 
making  the  enquiries  they  did  into  the  state  of 
the  Judiciary  of  the  country  He  found  upon 
looking  over  the  returns  of  the  Prothonotaries, 
that  in  six  counties  there  were  over  140  causes 
undisposed  of  for  want  of  time,  and  that  there 
was  a large  number  of  arguments  at  Halifax 
standing  over  for  the  same  reason  He  thought 


that  this  was  owing,  to  a large  extent,  to  natural 
causes, — to  the  increase  of  population,  and  to 
the  consequent  increase  of  business  of  every 
kind,  including  legal,  and  also  to  the  abolition 
of  the  Inferior  Courts  some  years  ago,  and  more 
recently  the  Chancery  Court,  which  had  thrown 
all  the  business  that  had  been  transacted  in  them 
upon  the  Supreme  Court.  When  he  found 
that  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
was  incapacitated  by  illness  from  performing  i;is 
duties — a circumst  nee  which  he  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  the  profession  very  much  re- 
gretted— when  he  found  him  asking  the  govera- 
rnent  to  provide  for  the  proper  despatch  of  the 
Judicial  business  of  the  country,  he  could  not 
see  that  it  was  contrary  to  any  idea  of  retrench- 
ment that  they  should  meet  the  emergency  by 
bringing  in  the  bill  now  under  discussion;  on 
the  contrary,  he  did  not  think  it  would  have 
been  honest  or  just  to  those  whose  causes  were 
now  being  del'ayel  at  great  expense  o th  m- 
selves,  if  they  had  not  made  provision  to  supply 
the  deficiency  that  existed. 

*He  had  listened  with  attention  to  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  leader  of  the  opposition,  and  to  the 
calculations  he  had  submitted  o show  that  if 
the  courts  were  properly  arranged,  the  business 
was  not  too  much  for  the  number  of  Judges,  and 
at  first  there  seemed  an  air  of  plausibility  about 
his  rguments,  but  when  he  came  to  examine 
them  more  ciosely,  he  found  that  they  were 
based  upon  wrong  premises,  and  of  course  the 
conclusions  he  drew  from  them  were  equally 
fallacious.  The  whole  of  his  argument  was 
based  upon  the  idea  that  there  were  5 Judges  fit 
for  work — whereas,  in  point  of  fact,  with  the 
illness  of  Judge  Bliss,  there  were  only  four. 
The  member  for  Inverness  argued  in  favour  of 
pensioning  Judge  Bliss.  It  was  very  well  for 
him  while  in  opposition  to  talk  about  pensions, 
but  he  doubted  whether  any  government,  no 
matter  i ow  deserving  the  person  may  be,  would 
venture  to  propose  a pension.  The  feeling 
against  pensions  in  the  minds  of  the  people  was 
deep  rooted,  and  of  long  standing,  and  could  not 
easiiy  be  eradicated.  He  still  indulged  the 
hope  that  the  country  would  continue  to  enjoy 
the  services  of  Judge  Bliss,  if  no  to  such  an 
extent  as  fora  erly,  at  all  events,  occasionally, 
and  how  ever  li  tie,  that  little  would  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  country. 

There  could  hardly  be  much  fquestion  as  to 
the  necessity  for  another  Ju  ge— the  difficulty 
with  gentlemen  opposite  was  about  the  title — the 
title  of  Chief  Justice  in  ISquity  was  the  obnox- 
ious thing  that  troubled  them — that  was  the 
whole  difficulty.  When  he  considered  the  ardu- 
ous and  important  duties  attached  to  the  office, 
he  must  confess  that  he  could  see  nothing  wrong 
in  the  itle,  neither  was  it  inapplicable  as  respec- 
ted the  individual  who  was  expected  to  fill  it 
In  view  of  his  great  legal  attainments,  his  intel- 
lectual capacity,  and  his  popularity  throughout 
the  country,  it  was  universally  conceded  that 
no  man  was  more  fitted  to  discharge  the  high 
duties  that  would  devolve  upon  him,  than  the 
present  Attorney  General. 

He  could  not  better  conclude  than  by  reading 
an  extract  from  an  article  that  appeared  in  a 
paper  antagonistic  to  the  present  Government, 
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which  showed  that  the  necessity  of  this  measure 
was  felt  as  well  the  opponents  of  the  Govt, 
as  by  its  supporters. 

Mr.  Blanchard. — What  paper  does  the  hon. 
gentleman  refer  to  ? 

Mr  K. — The  Citizen. 

Mr.  B.— -That  is  not  the  organ  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. 

Mr  K. — If  not,  it  ought  to  be.  It  violently 
apposed  the  present  Government,  and  was  edited 
by  the  late  Queen’s  Printe  , and  was  full  of 
facts  and  reasonings  conclusive  to  his  mind  that 
another  Judge  is  required  But  it  even  went 
farther, -and  advocated  the  appointment  of  a 
Judge  in  Equity,  with  rank  above  the  Puisne 
Judges.  The  hon.  gentleman  then  read  from 
the  Halifax  Citizen , as  follows  : 

<:It  must  be  remembered  also,  that  by  the 
suppression  of  the  Chancery  Court  a consider- 
able amount  of  work  has  been  thrown  upon  the 
judges  whi  h was  not  contemplated  when  their 
scale  of  salaries  was  fixed,  and  for  the  perform- 
ance of  which  they  receive  no  additional  remu- 
neration. We  are  aware  that  this  has  always 
been  regarded  by  the  occupants  of  the  bench  as 
an  unfair  addition  to  their  labours  ; and  as  the 
business  of  the  courts,  increasing  with  the 
increase  of  wealth  and  population  in  the  country 
seems  to  render  an  additional  judge  necessary, 
it  mi.ht  be  well  to  consider  whether  a division 
of  labor  could  not  be  devised  so  as  to  relieve 
the  Puisne  Judges  of  a portion  at  least  of  this 
part  of  th  ir  duty,  and  at  the  same  time  ncrease 
the  efficiency  of  the  Bench,  and  facilitate  the 
transaction  of  business.  The  duties  of  a Judge 
in  Equity  would  be  chiffiy  in  Halifax,  but  ar- 
rangements might  be  made  by  which  t>e  incum- 
bent  would  assume  a portion  of  the  duties  of 
the  other  Judges,  by  occasionally  assisting  or 
relieving  them  on  circuit.  The  position  would 
be  one  of  dignity  and  great  responsibility,  enti 
tling  the  incumbent  to  rank  above  the  Puisne 
Judges  ; it  would  also  be  one  demanding  intel- 
lectual and  le  al  acquirements  of  the  highest 
order  in  the  person  filling  it.  We  can  scarcely 
be  charged  either  with  fulsome  adulation,  or  with 
making  a distinction  invidious  or  unfair  to  other 
gentlemen,  when  we  name  the  hon  Attorney 
General  as  possessing  these  requirements  in  a 
higher  degree  than  any  other  person  now  at  the 
bar  in  this  Province.  While  we  have  from  time 
to  time  deemed  it  our  duty  to  oppose  measures 
which,  as  a politician  he  has  approved  and  ad- 
vocated, yet,  want  of  faith  in  his  political  creed, 
and  strong  disapproval  of  many  of  his  political 
actions  has  no  blinded  us  to  the  brilliancy  of 
his  intellect,  and  the  solidity  of  his  legal  attain- 
ments.” 

Mr.  K.  said,  in  conclusion,  he  would  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  with  further  re- 
marks on  this  question.  He  thought  the  Go- 
vernment had  made  out  a strong  case  why  this 
bill  should  pass,  and  he  believed  it  would  be 
supported  by  a large  majority  in  this  House  and 
the  country. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  STEWART  CAMPBELL. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  said  that  as  it  seemed 
to  be  the  desire  if  not  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  bring  the  debate  to  a close  that  even- 


ing, he  would  not  contravene  their  purpose,  but 
would  at  once  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity 
which  presented  itself,  of  addressing  & few  obser- 
vations to  the  House,  upon  the  important  sub- 
ject then  under  consideration.  He  held  that  it 
was  a leading  maxim  alike  sustained  by  the 
principles  of  lo^ic  and  those  of  common  sense, 
that  he  who  advanced  an  argument,  or  a propo- 
sition, was  bound  to  sustain  it,  before  he  called 
upon  his  opponents  for  a reply.  He  therefore 
entirely  agreed  with  the  hon.  member  for  Yar- 
mouth that  it  was  incumbent  upon  these  who 
supported  the  government  in  this  instance  to 
shew  the  necessity  for  this  measure,  before  their 
opponents  could  he  exacted  to  express  their 
opinions.  As  that,  however,  had  not  been 
done,  perhaps  because  it  could  not,  it  became 
necessary  for  himself  (Mr.  C ) as  one  of  the  op- 
ponents of  the  Bill,  to  consider  the  question  as  it 
presented  itself  to  hie  mind,  without  reference  to 
any  arguments  in  its  favor;  and  in  the  absence 
of  these  he  should  endeavor  to  give  his  own 
views  upon  the  merits  or  rather  the  demerits  of 
the  Bill  itself.  Before  doing  this  however,  and 
to  clear  the  track,  as  it  were,  he  would  find  it 
necessary  to  advance  another  proposition.  There 
was  another  principle  equally  as  valuable  as  the 
one  he  had  stated,  and  one  which  was  held  in 
high  estimation  in  the  profession  to  which  he  be- 
longed, as  the  only  safe  foundation  for  a discreet 
judgment— it  was  this — that  the  value  of  testi- 
mony should  depend  upon  the  character  of  the 
source  whence  it  emanated — it  was  valuable 
or  otherwise  just  as  it  proceeded  from  disinteres- 
ted or  from  interested  witnesses.  And  this 
brought  him  to  take  some  notice  of  the  Hon.  Sol. 
General.  That  hon.  gentleman  had  addressed 
the  House  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  present 
measure  ; but  looking  at  surrounding  circum- 
stances, he  ( Mr.  C ) was  afraid  that  that  honor- 
able gentleman  did  not  occupy  the  position  upon 
this  question  that  ought  to  entitle  his  remarks  to 
any  weight  with  the  House.  It  was  not  attempt- 
ed to  be  concealed  that  in  the  event  of  this  Bill 
passing,  the  hon.  Attorney  General  was  to  be  the 
recipient  of  the  office  to  be  created  by  it;  and  the 
House  did  not  require  to  be  told,  in  the  presence 
of  so  many  who  knew  the  fact,  that  the  Honble. 
Sol.  General  would  immediately  become  Attorney 
General.  He  (Mi.  C.)  held  therefore,  that  under 
such  circumstances  any  remarks  that  were  made 
by  the  Attorney  General  in  posse  in  favour  of 
the  Bill  could  not  be  regarded  as  a proper  basis 
for  correct  judgment. 

There  was  another  reason  why  his  opinion 
should  be  looked  at  in  the  aspect  he  had  men- 
tioned. When  it  was  proposed  about  ten  years 
ago  to  abolish  the  Chancery  Court  then  in  exis- 
tence, there  was  no  louder  advocate  for  the  aboli- 
tion, or  one  who  was  more  active  in  accomplish-' 
ing  that  result  than  the  Hon.  Solicitor  General 
himself,  and  now  without  a word  to  explain  his 
present  practical  renunciation  of  old  opinions, 
he  was  found  strenuously  desirous  to  accomplish 
the  virtual  re-establishment  of  the  very  same 
court  he  was  then  s©  instrumental  in  abolishing. 
This  one  faet  was  enough  of  itself  to  throw  at 
least  suspicion  upon  any  observations  coming 
from  the  bon.  gentleman  with  respect  to  the 
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measure  before  the  House.  But  this  was  not 
all.  The  non.  Sol.  Gen.,  in  the  course  of  his 
observations,  feeliDg  the  weakness  of  his  cause, 
and  in  the  place  and  stead  of  solid  reasons  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  urged  a very  curious  conside- 
ration. He  (Mr.  C)  would  not  call  it  argument 
a6  a motive  to  operate  in  carrying  the  Bill.  He 
(the  Sol.  Gen  ) said  that  the  kon.  Attorney 
General  had  devoted  himself  to  public  affiirs  for 
the  last  20  years,  and  that  his  long  and  valuable 
services  to  the  Province  entitled  him  to  this 
measure  of  reward.  His  (Mr.  C.’s)  memory 
could  go  back  through  the  whole  of  that  long 
period,  but  in  taking  that  range  it  failed  to  re- 
mind him  that  the  Solicitor  General  had  always 
during  that  period  entertained  such  a high 
appreciation  of  the  Attorney  General’s  services 
as  that  which  he  now  professed  to  have.  If  he 
was  not  mistaken,  for  more  than  half  that  time, 
yes,  for  two  thirds  of  it,  he  (the  Sol.  Genl  ) how- 
ever much  he  now  professed  to  be  sensible  of  the 
exalted  merits  of  his  hon.  colleague,  was  con- 
stantly found  asserting  that  the  influence  of  that 
hon.  gentleman  was  invariably  exerted  injurious- 
ly rather  than  beneficially  to  the  interests  of  the 
Province;  and  he  (the  Sol.  Genl.)  with  those 
views,  would  then  have  done  anything  to  prevent 
the  promotion  of  the  colleague  he  now  styles  as  his 
hon.  friend.  It  was  manifest  then  that  no  reli- 
ance could  be  plaoed  upon  the  testimony  of  such  a 
witness, and  that  the  Sol.  Genl’s.  advocacy  of  this 
measure  must  be  explained  upon  other  principles 
of  action;  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  thought  it  would 
have  been  more  in  accordance  with  good  taste,  if 
he  (the  Sol.  Genl.)  had  not  taken  so  active  apart 
in  the  debate. 

And  here  he  (Mr.  C.)  said  it  was  necessary  to 
make  a personal  explanation.  It  was  known 
that  the  relations  he  had  held  with  both  these 
hon.  gentlemen  during  the  last  few  years  had 
not  been  of  the  most  agreeable  character,  but  he 
trusted  that  he  would  not  be  chargeable  with 
being  influenced  as  respects  the  measure  under 
consideration  by  any  sentiments  growing  out  of 
such  antagonism,  and  that  his  action  and  public 
conduct  during  the  present  session  had  proved 
that  no  recollection  of  the  past  had  influenced 
bis  demeanour  or  his  votes  as  a public  man. 
Further  he  oould  truly  say  that  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned  the  past,  if  not  forgotten , was  forgiven. 
He  felt  it  necessary  to  say  this  in  the  presence 
of  that  House,  (and  if  any  doubt  rested  upon  the 
minds  of  these  hon.  gentlemen  induced  by  his 
course  upon  this  question)  he  begged  to  asseve- 
rate the  truth  of  his  declaration,  and  he  felt  its 
solemnity  as  well  as  its  sincerity — for  he  felt  he 
was  speaking  in  a mightier  presence,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Him  “ to  whom  all  hearts  are  open, — 
all  desires  known— and  from  whom  no  secrets 
are  hid*” 

He  would  next  turn  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a few  moments  to  the  Biil  itself.  This  mea* 
sure  according  to  the  statement  of  the  Prov. 
Secy.,  came  before  the  House  based  upon  two 
documents.  The  flourish  of  trumpets  that  prece- 
ded the  Bill,  ushered  in  two  papers,  now  on  the 
table  of  the  House— one  the  letter  of  the  Protho- 
notaries,  the  other  the  letter  of  Judge  Bliss.  He 
would  endeavour  to  show  the  House  that  there 


was  nothing  in  either  of  these  documents  to  jus® 
tify  the  Bill  now  under  discussion.  The  returns 
were  asked  for  on  the  13th  of  January  and  Judge 
Bliss’s  letter  was  not  written  until  4th  April. 
It  was  a very  extraordinary  coincidence  that  the 
introduction  of  this  Bill  should  have  followed  so 
closely  upon  the  reception  of  these  returns,  at 
least  it  looked  as  if  there  was  some  connection 
between  them.  He  would  turn  briefly  to  these 
returns  The  Bill  before  the  House  provides  for 
a Judge  in  Equity.  It  would  be  perceived  that 
these  returns  were  not  classified — they  embodied 
causes  of  all  descriptions,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  say  which  were  equity  and  which  were  not. 

Hon.  Prov  Sec.  said  that  the  hon.  member 
wrs  answering  himself,  for  that  showed  they 
could  not  have  been  asked  for  with  a view  to  pre- 
pare a Bill  in  Equity. 

Mr.  Campbell  would  like  to  know  why  they 
were  read  at  the  table  just  before  the  BUI  was  in- 
troduced, if  it  was  not  intended  that  they  should 
be  considered  the  ground  work  of  the  measure. 
He  was  left  to  grope  in  the  dark  as  to  the  nature 
of  these  cases.  There  were  212  cases  in  arrear. 
He  would  ask  the  Provincial  Secretary  what  pro- 
portion  of  these  were  Equity  cases. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.— I don’t  know. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  he  ought  to  have  known 
before  he  brought  the  bill  forward.  He  (Mr,  C.) 
was  inclined  to  think  that  not  more  than  20  were 
equity  cases.  There  was  therefore  no  necessity 
for  an  additional  Judge  to  try  them.  And  then 
as  to  the  Probate  Court,  the  appeals  from  which 
are  to  be  thrown  as  a make  weight  into  the  juris- 
diction of  the  equity  judge,  he  could  only  say 
say  that  he  had  practised  in  his  county  for 
very  nearly  thirty  years,  and  during  that 
period  there  had  only  been  two  appeals;  and  he 
believed  that  such  appeals  taking  the  Province 
at  large  were  extremely  rare;  so  that  as  to  the 
necessity  for  the  creation  of  such  a Judge,  based 
upon  the  inconvenient  amount  of  Equity  and 
probate  business  the  idea  had  no  foundation  in 
fact.  As  to  the  accumulation  of  business  in  the 
common  law  side  of  the  ^feourt,  that  circum- 
stance might  not  be  difficult  of  explanation; 
he  would  take  one  County — Cape  Breton. 
At  the  end  of  the  sittings  last  fall  in  consequence 
of  some  dozen  causes  standing  over,  application 
was  made  to  the  presiding  Judge  to  have  a spec- 
ial sitting  under  the  law  to  clear  off  the  docket, 
whioh  was  granted,  and  some  time  in  the  month 
of  January  was  fixed  for  the  purpose.  The 
Judge  took  his  seat  upon  the  Bench  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  and  the  Court  lasted  just  one  hour, 
not  a single  cause  was  ready  for  trial.  Did  this 
shew  that  the  exisiing  arrangements  were  insuf- 
ficient— that  the  Judges  were  unable  or  unwil- 
ling to  overtake  the  work?  did  it  not  rather 
prove  that  the  existing  machinery  was  adequate, 
and  that  the  arrearages  were  chargeable  either  to 
the  suitors  or  their  professional  advisers  ? 

(As  the  hour  for  adjournment^h&d  now  arrived 
Mr.  Campbell  agreed  to  continue  his  remarks  in 
the  afternoon,  and  the  House  adjourned  until 
half-past  2 o’clock.) 

Mr.  Campbell  couiinued  as  follows;— 

He  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  letter  of  Judge  Bliss — aud  in  speaking  of 
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that  gentleman  he  would  say  that  there  was  no 
one  disposed  to  pay  a handsomer  tribute  to  his 
worth,  than  he  was.  He  (Mr.  C ) had  entered  the 
profession  a good  many  years  ago,  before  that 
distinguished  Judge  went  upon  the  bmch.  and 
since  then  during  a 1 tag  professional  lifttime  he 
had  bid  many  opportunities  of  marking  his  c n- 
duct  buth  on  the  bench,  and  > ff  of  it,  and  be 
c uM  tnuly  say  that  it  would  be  un  evi  day  tor 
Uu'  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  when  it  lost  the  ser- 
vices ot  i hat  eminent  man.  I t whate  er  position 
be  wa>  viewed  whether  as.  a Judge,  a lawyer,  a 
sch  i >r , a gentleman  or  a Christian,  be  was  adse 
entitled  o the  bights1;  euiogium  that  oould  be 
passed  upon  him. 

lu  referring  to  Judge  Bliss’s  letter  he  would 
say  th-.t  toere  were  some  portions  of  it  that  were 
enti.hd  to  the  partic  Bar  attention  ot  the  house., 
but  before  commenting  upon  the  letter  he  would 
remark  that  the  practice  bad  prevailed  as  long  as 
be  had  been  acquainted  with  the  business  of  the 
Legist  a ure  of  consulting  the  Juiges  upon  any 
proposed  change  in  the  Judiciary  of  the  cou  nty 
or  tn  the  practice  of  the  courts  ol  the  county. 
Ibis  practice  had  not  been  followed  ia  this  in- 
stance why  it  was  not  he  could  not  understand, 
but  it  was  the  only  case  in  which  he  had  known 
it  to  be  departed  upon.  Toere  we'te  good  and 
.substantial  reasons  why  this  practice  had  beta 
originally  adopted,  for  surely  there  were  none 
so  qualified  to  give  opinions  io  guide  us  ia 
such  legislation  as  she  Judges,  whose  position  re 
moved  them  from  the  imputatl  n of  being  actu- 
ated by  improper  motives,  and  whose  experience 
eminently  qualified  them  to  decide  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  changes  proposed. 

Hi  particularly  regretted  that  this  bad  not 
been  done  under  the  ex  sting  circumstances  for 
be  felt  bound  to  declare  that  it  the  measure 
had  been  brought  down  with  their  approval  and 
acquiescence,  it  would  deserve  to  have  been  re- 
ceived by  all  parties  in  this  house  and  in  the 
country  with  greater  favour  thau  many  wuuul 
be  disposed  to  accord  to  it  nusustair  el  by  their 
recommendation.  As  regards  Judge  B.iss’s 
views,  he  gathered  from  that  Judgt’o  letter  that 
no  such  measuie  us  the  one  before  tbe  house  bad 
been  submitted  to  him — for  bespeaks  about  the 
eucee-sor  to  in  is  office  that  is  to  s»y  his  present 
effix- — and  alludes  to  tbe  probable  event  of  some- 
body le.ug  appointed  in  his  place.  He  then  ea- 
ter*, d i at  j a calculation  to  show  that  if  a successor 
'should  b.j  appointed  to  hi  suffice  of  .puisne  Judge* 
sli  p at  £700  a year  the  amount  of  pension  the 
Province  would  really  have  to  pay  would  be  only 
£288  a year.  Tiis  showed  that  ha  at  all  eve  its 
did  not  contemplate  tie  necess.ty  of  au  Eq  dty 
Judge  ai  £800  a year,  add  proved  conclusively 
that  hi.*  views  and  those  of  the  gyverument  on 
this  subject,  are  by  do  means  identical. 

As  to  the  question  of  pensions,  be  (Mr.  C.)  was 
wellawaie  hat  they  were  viewed  wtla  disiavour 
throughout  she  Province.  Because  am  mg  other 
things  it  created  a pension,  be  was  opposed  to  the 
present  bill.  There  were  however  two  ways  ol 
providing  a ptn  ion — there  was  the  direct  open 
and  manly  way  of  doing  it — and  there  was  the 
secret  covert  and  underhand  way  ol  accomplishing 
it — And  he  had  no  dcub,  that  when  the  people 
of  Nova  Seo  iaeameto  consider  this  question 
calmly  they  would  say  as  every  hm,j8t  man  in 


this  house  would  say  if  he  spoke  his  candid  sen- 
timents that  under  this  bill  was  concealed  a pen- 
sion. It  was  just  as  palpable  to  his  mind  as  if 
a special  bill  had  been  introduced  complying 
wi  h the  rt  quest  of  Judge  Bliss.  He  looked  upon 
this  as  inched  an  aggravated  case  of  pension — 
it  c tated  the  greatest  pension  ev- r before  cre- 
ated iu  this  country,  a pension  of  £812  per  an- 
num for  the  I f .-time  of  Judge  Bliss,  for  he  took 
it  for  granted  that  if  the  bill  passed,  Judge  Bliss 
would  ui-v-r  ascend  the  bench  again 

lie  wauid  new  turn  the  attention  of  the  house 
t ) same  of  t se  provisions  of  the  bill  itself  and  he 
wuull  enquire  what  was  the  ubj  ct  of  the  bill  — to 
create  a Cuiel  Justice  iu  Equity — There  seemed 
to  him  something  anomalous  in  this  creation,  for 
whit  could  be  morp  riiiculous  thau  to  have  two 
Cutef  Justices  ia  oae  Court  for  it  is  ono  Court 
still.  Such  a »hiog  could  not  be— -The  gent  e- 
mao  who  now  holds  that  office,  holds  it  under  the 
sign  manual  of  tbe  crown,  and  there  cannot  b:i 
two  individuals  enjoying  tbe  same  dignity.  This 
was  all  wrong  in  ess  ;nce  and  iu  principle.  Sup- 
pose there  were  two  or  a pair  of  Mayors* under 
our  city  c institution — what  a pretty  team  they 
would  make.  How  anomalous  and  absurd  was 
the  position  contemplated  by  this  bill — where  did 
the  governor  mt  fi  id  any  authority  for  this, — n 
what  cmn  ry  could  a parallel  be  found  for  it — 
He  was  satisfied  that  no  answer  could  be  given 
upon  such  points  and  that  to  the  present  govern- 
ment at  all  events  beiongel  the  credit  of  "the  or- 
iginality ol  the  idea.  Again,  a Chief  Justice  pre- 
supposed the  existence  of  other  judges,  but  here 
was  a tribunal  without  any  subordinate  judges, 
and  yet.  with  a Chief  Justice  presiding  over  .t  : f 
what  Court  too  was  be  to  be  Chiet  Justice  oe 
could  not  answer  tki  question,  nor  did  he  knjw 
who  couid. 

fie  was  sorry  that  he  wouM  have  to  refer  to 
the  hon.  g mtlemaa  tae  Atty.  General  who  was 
not  present,  bat  the  duty  he  owed  to  the  country 
compelled  him  to  do  so,  and  as  the  remarks  he 
had  to  make  would  be  in  the  presence  of  his  im- 
mediate trier  d- ; and  as  none  would  be  offered 
ihat  would  not  be  made  in  his  own  presence  tne 
bouse  would  have  a guarantee  for  their  inol- 
feneiveness. 

Tne  house  was  told  by  the  Solicitor  General 
that,  the  bill  was  to  provide  an  honorable  retire- 
ment for  one  who  had  served  his  country  for 
twenty  years.  He  had  already  referred  to  this. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gjsxl — said  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man was  mistaken  — He  was  answering  the  re- 
tnaiks  of  the  member  for  Colchester  when  he  said 
— Even  if  it  wereeo&c.,,?  but  he  did  not  make 
the  a.-s  rtion  nimself. 

Hou,  Pa ov  SacY. — corroborated  the  state- 
ment, 

Mr.  Campdkll  — said  that  he  was  in  the  judge- 
ment ol  tne  bouse,  whether  be  was  not  stating 
the  lac^s  — He  took  do  vn  the  words  at  the  time, 
and  the  Sol.  Gaul,  cannot  deny  having  made 
them. — He  (Mr.  C.J  had  shown  that  there  was  no 
public  ex  gency  demanding  this  measure.  it 
was  manifest  then  that  there  would  uot  be  any 
other  reason  for  this  measure  than  to  reward  the 
services  of  the  Hon.  Atty,  General— and  he 
thought  it  exceedingly  prejudicial  to  the  public 
interest.-  >hat  personal  feeling  and  party  obliga- 
tions should  be  appealed  to,  to  induce  gentlemen 
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to  vote  for  it.  The  measure  was  either  right  or 
wrong  upon  principle— it  should  be  considered 
upon  its  intrinric  merits  alone,  irrespective  of 
other  and  such  other  considerations.  He  (Mr 
C.)  would  undertake  to  assert  that  for  no  other 
man  in  Nova  Scotia  would  such  a bill  have  been 
concocted.  This  could  not  be  denied, — and  in 
the  assent  to  fbat  assertion  he  felt  that  its  enor- 
mity was  admitted.  He  had  said  that  one  of  the 
objects  of  this  bill  was  to  provide  for  the  Bon. 
Atiy.  G-enl.  This  was  not  the  ouly  object— -tn  re 
was  another  plain  and  palpable — the  very  type  in 
which  I he  bill  is  cast  seem  to  be  raised,  so  that  the 
very  blind  may  read  as  well  as  the  least  intelligent 
understand  it.  He  highly  appreciated  the 
pointed  remarks  of  the  member  for  Yarmouth  iu 
alluding  to  this  view  of  the  ease,  when  he  said 
that  the  passage  of  this  measure  would  be  the 
means  of  introducing  discord  and  jealousies 
where  all  should  be  harmony  and  peace.  He 
(Mr.  C.)  would  warn  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia 
against  the  results  that  would  inevitably  flow 
from  the  passing  of  the  bill.  It  would  not  end 
with  placing  the  Attorney  General  on  the  bench; 
at  no  distant  day  something  further  would  take 
place.  What  that  something  was  he  would  not 
predict,  but  simply  say,  what  it  needed  not  a pro- 
phet to  foretell,  that  if  this  bill  was  passed,  there 
was  danger  ia  store  for  the  judicial  bench  of  this 
province. 

He  had  already  said  that  in  his  opposition  to 
this  measure  he  was  influenced  by  no  personal 
considerations— as  a politician  and  as  a profes- 
sional mao,  it,  would  be  more  to  his  interest  that 
the  Attorney  General  should  be  removed  from 
6hat  arena  and  that  the  Sclicitor  General  should 
get  the  promotion  he  contemplated  in  his  advo- 
cacy of  this  bill. 

The  less  that  the  Afcfcy.  General's  party  would 
sustain  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  gentlemen 
on  the  igide  of  the  House  on  which  be  (Mr.  C)  sat 
—the  name  under  which  the  party  who  acknow- 
ledge his  leadership  bad  so  long  rallied,  and 
which  unquestionably  was  to  them  such  a tower 
of  strength  would  be  lost  to  them  forever  and 
just  in  proportion  as  they  lost  strength,,  the 
powers  of  the  opposition  would  become  more  ef- 
fectual and  with  this  measure  as  their  text  from 
bei-jg  what  is  now  termed  a contemptible  mi- 
Doriiy  they  would  soon  come  to  occupy  a widely 
different  aad  a higher  if  not  control  iieg  position. 

The  bou.  Sol.  Geo.  seemed  to  think  that  the 
question  of  retrenchment  had  nothing  to  do  with 
toe  subject  betore  the  house.  He  (Mr.  C.)  had 
no  doubt  the  hon.  Sol.  General  disliked  any  re- 
ference to  that  now  inconvenient  topic,  but  he 
(Mr.  C.)  conceived  that  the  subject  was  properly 
belore  the  bouse. 

This  bill  involved  a large  additional  expendi- 
ture being  fastened  upon  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, and  that  without  the  shadow  of  necessity.  It 
was  therefore  perfectly  legitimate  for  the  bon. 
member  for  South  Colchester,  wheo  discussing 
this  bill,  to  speak  to  the  government  upon  a sub- 
ject upon  which  they  had  spoken  to  the  people, 
before  the  last  electioas.  and  which  had  made  a 
great  impression  upon  the  public  mind.  He 
(Mr.  C.  ) thought  now,  as  he  had  always  thought 
and  so  had  ia  the  past  expressed  himself,  that  it 
was  never  intended  to  carry  that  soheme  into  ef« 
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feet.  It  was  introduced  for  a purpose— it  was  an 
electioneering  kite — the  plan  succeeded — the  peo- 
ple were  deluded  into  the  belief  that  if  they 
elected  the  present  government  to  power,  they 
would  carry  out  the  fair  promises  they  made. 
How  they  have  done  so  let  this  bill  declare. 
He  (Mr.  C.)  held  that  under  the  circumstances  it 
well  became  the  leader  of  the  opposition  to  point 
out  that  the  government  had  abandoned  their 
principles  aad  was  acting  diametrically  opposite 
to  their  declared  policy.  In  so  doing  he  uttered 
the  sentiments  of  bis  party,  if  not  of  others,  and 
he  would  have  been  false  to  the  duty  he  owed  to 
the  people  of  the  province  if  he  had  failed  to 
have  taken  the  course  he  did  in  bringing  the  past 
pledges  of  the  present  government,  and  their  de- 
sertion of  them,  prominently  to  the  notice  of  all 
classes  in  this  country.  He  (Mr.  G.)  might  have 
spoken  warmly  on  the  present  occasion— -but  he 
did  aot  speak  more  warmly  than  his  indignant 
feelings  prompted  him.  He  had  no  wish  to  occupy 
the  house  at  any  further  length.  He  felt  that 
the  observations  he  had  made  were  entitled  to 
some  consideration,  although  he  was  afraid  as 
far  as  this  house  was  concerned  the  passage  of 
the  measure  might  be  deemed  a foregone  conclu- 
sion. He  did  hope,  however,  that  there  were 
some  gentlemen'ou  the  government  side  of  the 
question  who,  only  a short  twelve  months  ago, 
bad  spoken  so  warmly  in  favor  of  retrenchment 
bad  not  abandoned  all  the  piinciples  they  then 
advocated,  and  that  they  would  at  least  pause 
and  refleot  before  they  passed  this  bilk 

But  if  this  bill  did  pass  that  branch  of  the 
legislature,  he  bad  the  consolation  of  knowing, 
that  it  had  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  another  Branch 
where  it  would  be  considered  irrespective  of 
those  considerations  which  had  undue  influence 
and  weight  ia  this  house.  If  it  passed  there 
which  he  hoped  would  not  be  the  ease,  it  would 
still  have  to  receive  the  assent  of  the  Queen’s  Re- 
presentative, and  he  thought  that  the  distinguish- 
ed officer,  who  now  administered  the  affairs  of 
this  Province  would  hesitate  before  he  placed  bis 
hand  to  an  act,  which  would  invalidate  and 
nullify  the  sign-manual  of  his  sovereign. 

Failing  ail  there  sources  of  hope  there  was  ano- 
ther resort — there  was  the  Crown  itself  and  al« 
though  he  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  a free 
people,  had  always  claimed  for  them  the  right  to 
legislate  unres trained  upon  their  own  immediate 
and  local  affair  yet  there  were  extreme  eases 
(and  he  thong  his  was  one  of  them)  where  it 
was  necessary  the  supreme  authority  to  in* 
terfere  to'  ps  ut  a monstrous  injustice  from 
being  done. 

The  horv.  gentleman  concluded  by  earnestly 
calling  upon  the  house  to  pause  before  it  passed 
a measure  fraught  with  such  mischief  to  the 
bench  and  to  the  people  of  this  country— a mea- 
tweywbich  had  no  public  necessity  to  demand  or 
recommend  it — that  was  induced  and  advocated 
solely  upon  personal  grounds,  and  ws..  such  a 
legislative  monstrosity  that  it  had  and  could 
have  no  precedent  here  or  anywhere. 

SPEECH  or  HON.  MR.  MACFARLANE. 

Host.  Mr.  MacFarlane.— The  bill  nqjter  dis- 
cussion demands  the  serious  consider  atiod%f  the 
house,  and  should  be  calmly  debated  upon  its 
merits  and  with  respect  to  the  wants  of  the 
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country.  According  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  just  preceded  me,  we  are  about  perpe- 
trating a great  job  upon  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia. 
I deny  it ; but,  sir,  are  the  gentlemen  opposite  the 
persons  to  talk  to  us  about  jobs  * Let  me  ask 
who  perpetrated  the  series  of  jobs  by  means  of 
whieh  the  present  Chief  Justice  was  elevated  to 
the  Bench/  (Hear,  hear.)  If  the  result  of  this 
legislation  should  be  to  elevate  our  honoiablo 
leader  who  has  sat  for  many  long  years  the  pride 
and  honor  of  this  legislature,  the  event  will.  I am 
satisfied,  meet  with  the  approval  of  nine-teaths  of 
the  entire  peopletoi  this  country ; and,  sir,  I wish 
as  much  could  have  been  said  when  the  gentle- 
men opposite  perpetrated  the  job  to  which  I have 
alluded.  We  were  desirous  oi  sayiug  little  as  to 
the  means  by  which  this  gentleman  got  into  bis 
position,  but  when  gentlemen  opposite  rise  in 
this  house  and  dare  to  charge  us  with  perpe- 
trating a job  they  must  be  prepared  to  bear  the 
consequences.  A job  forsooth ! Who  is  it,  from 
their  statements,  it  is  intended  to  elevate  by  means 
of  a job*  I tell  them  that  the  position  he  occupies 
in  this  Legislature,  at  the  bar,  and  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  people,  eminently  qualifies  him  to  dis- 
charge the  important  duties  intended  by  this  bill. 
It  will  be  a proud  satisfaction  to  leel  that  my 
honorable  friend,  if  he  should  be  appointed,  can 
go  into  any  county  and  ascend  the  tribunal  of 
justice  with  the  confidence  of  the  entire  people. 
Suitors  can  go  before  him  feeling  that  his  duties 
will  be  discharged  fearlessly  and  impartially — 
that  however  long  he  mnv  have  been  connected 
with  the  political  parties  of  this  country,  no  mat- 
ter how  hostile  a man's  opinions  may  be,  he  will 
entertain  the  confidence  and  belief  that  justice 
will  be  done  to  him.  Iam  sorry  to  say  that  this 
is  not  the  opinion  entertained  with  regard  to  some 
gentlemen  who  have  been  elevated  to  the  Bench 
from  this  political  arena. 

But,  sir,  we  are  charged  with  seeking  to  carry 
the  bill  from  personal  motives ; that  the  country 
does  not  require  it ; and  there  is  no  necessity  for 
appointing  another  judge  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  said  it  is  not  required,  and  adduced 
proof  in  support  of  his  statement.  He  says  five 
judges  are  quite  sufficient  to  do  the  business  of 
the  country.  Admit  this  to  be  true,  although  the 
returns  of  causes  postponed  for  want  of  time  to 
try  them  prove  the  contrary,  yet  he  forgets  that 
the  number  is  now  reduced  to  four ; and  if  he  can 
show  that  four  judges  can  do  the  work  of  the 
country,  then  I admit  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  the  bill.  But  when  we  have  the  proof  that 
the  fifth  judge  is  actually  compelled  by  failing 
health  to  go  off  the  bench,  and  when  it  is  not  ac- 
cording him  too  high  praise  to  say  that  he  carries 
with  him  more  than  a fifth  of  the  strength  of  the 
Bench,  is  it  not  evident  that  unless  steps  are 
taken  to  meet  the  emergency  the  country  must 
suffer  from  the  suspension  of  the  business  of  the 
Courts  and  consequent  delay  of  justice.  But  the 
opponents  of  the  bill  say  4t  will  uot  remedy  the 
condition  of  the  countiy — that  the  person  who 
may  under  its  provisions  be  appointed,  will  sim- 
ply sit  as  an  equity  judge,  and  his  duties  be  con- 
fined to  the  decision  of  equity  causes.  An  ex- 
amination of  the  clauses  of  the  bill  shews  that  his 
duties  will  be  onerous ; and  while  his  court  will 
he  one  of  the  most  useful  in  the  Province,  its 


head  will  be  one  of  the  hardest  worked  of  the 
judges. 

It  is  not  true  that  his  labor  will  be  limited. 

Not  only  has  he  to  preside  over  the  entire  equity 
jurisdiction  (which  is  a large  and  rapidly  increas- 
ing brancli  of  the  law),  but  he  will  also  have  to 
discharge,  in  common  with  the  other  judges,  the 
duties  which  devolve  upon  them.  He  will  sit  at 
the  hearing  of  arguments  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  can  ha  called  on  to  go  the  circuits  when  the 
business  of  the  country  requires  his  services. 

Iu  the  present  condition  of  the  legal  business 
of  the  country,  no  other  course  was  open  to  us 
than  that  we  have  adopted.  We  must  either  al- 
low the  judicial  business  to  get  into  a state  of  in- 
extricable confusion,  or  briDg  forward  a measure 
of  the  kind  before  us.  The  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition endeavored  to  prove  from  an  article  in  the 
Chronicle  that  the  bill  was  concocted  previous  to 
last  election,  and  stated  that  the  article  contra 
dieting  the  shameless  falsehood  was  written  in 
the  Colonist  by  my  hon.  friend,  the  Provincial 
S cretary.  Now  let  me  say  that  when  the  article 
appeared  in  the  Chronicle  my  hon.  friend  was 
staying  at  my  house — for  we  were  preparing  for 
an  election  in  the  couuly — and  I know  that  the 
reply  in  the  Colonist  was  never  seen  by  my  lion, 
friend  until  it  appeared.  It  was  impossible  he 
could  have  written  it,  since  the  article  in  the 
Chronicle  appeared  on  a Saturday,  and  an  answer 
could  not  have  been  sent  from  Cumberland  to 
appear  in  the  Colonist  of  the  Tuesday,  when  the 
.reply  actually  appeared. 

I can  only  say  that  so  far  as  this  measure  i3 
concerned,  it  is  very  far  from  being  a job.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  absolutely  required  to  advance  $ 
the  legal  business  of  this  country,  for  it  will  give 
that  strength  to  the  judiciary  which  is  now  want- 
ing on  account  of  the  sad  cause  I have  mentioned. 

It  is  a measure  which  I would  be  prepared  to  de- 
fend anywhere — it  is  one,  I believe,  which  will 
commend  itself  to  the  good  sense  of  the  people  at 
large.  The  hon.  member  for  Guysboro'  hoped, 
if  this  house  passed  the  bill,  there  would  be  an- 
other branch  that  would  reject  it ; and  that  if  it 
refused  to  do  so,  there  was  still  another  power  to 
which  he  looked.  He  even  went  further,  and 
said  they  would  never  cease  their  opposition  until 
they  appealed  to  England.  I believe  the  hon. 
gentleman's  friends  outside  will  he  as  powerless 
as  they  are  in  this  house.  I believe  that  the 
large  majority  of  the  people  will  approve  of  this 
bill,  and  that  it  will  be  only  a small  minority  who 
will  complain.  I am  not  going  to  weary  this 
house  with  any  lengthened  remarks  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session  ; I am  content  to  leave  thi* 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  intelligent  people  cf 
this  country,  knowing  that  when  they  consider  it 
calmly  and  deliberately  it  will  meet  with  their 
warm  approval. 

REMARKS  OR  MR.  BLACKWOOD, 

Mr.  Blackwood  said  that  he  had  listened 
with  a good  deal  of  attention  to  the  arguments 
that  had  been  adduced  on  both  sides  of  the  house. 
He  had  paid  particular  attention  to  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary  in  introducing 
the  measure,  but  he  had  failed  to  hear  any  argu- 
ment sufficiently  strong  to  induce  him  t©  give  his 
support  to  the  measure. 
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If  the  business  of  the  country  required  it,  let 
there  be  another  judge  appointed ; but  the  bill 
did  not  provide  for  an  additional  judge-- it  sim- 
ply provided  for  another  Chief  Justice  ; and  al- 
though he  was  not  a member  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession, he  thought  it  would  look  strange  to  see 
two  Chief  Justices  on  the  same  bench.  The  only 
object  of  the  bill  appeared  to  be  to  create  a new 
title  for  a gentleman  in  that  house ; and  the 
country,  already  heavily  taxed  enough,  would 
have  to  pay  for  it.  The  member  for  Cumber- 
and  said  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people  would 
^approve  of  this  measure.  He  presumed  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  meant  nine-tenths  of  the  party  to 
which  he  belonged ; for  it  could  hardly  be 
imagined  that  the  hon.  gentleman  whom  it  was 
designed  to  elevate  to  the  Bench  was  entided  to 
the  sympathy  of  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
house 

He  was  rather  amused  at  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Lunenburg  He  told  the  house 
frankly  that  he  would  not  have  supported  this 
measure,  nor  would  he  have  voted  for  the  Pictou 
railroad,  unless  he  had  been  promised  a certain 
share  of  the  public  monies— -unless,  in  fact,  he 
had  been  paid  for  bis  services. 

He  t Mr.  B ) had  voted  for  the  Pictou  road  be- 
cause he  believed  it  was  going  to  benefit  the  coun- 
try, but  he  could  not  see  that  this  bill  was  going 
to  accomplish  that  object. 

He  thought  the  government,  if  they  passed  the 
bill,  would  forfeit  the  confidence  of  those  who 
elected  them , for  he  believed  if  the  measure  was 
submitted  to  the  people  that  they  would  not  ap- 
prove of  it.  He  should,  therefore,  oppose  the 
bill,  as  uo called  for,  and  as  being  designed  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  a gentleman  who 
possessed  the  confidence  of  the  government. 

SPEECH  OP  HON.  ME.  SHANNON. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon.— Some  remarks  which 
have  fallen  from  the  hon.  member  for  South  Col- 
chester, in  the  course  of  this  debate,  cannot  be 
well  passed  over  by  me.  He  brought  forward  a 
Dumber  of  extracts  from  speeches  of  gentlemen 
who  spoke  in  '62  aud  '63,  on  the  subject  of  re- 
trenchment, in  order  to  show  their  inconsistency. 
Among  ether  things,  he  brought  forward  some 
remarks  of  mine  in  reference  to  the  commercial 
aspect  of  matters  at  the  time.  He  stated  that  I 
had  said  we  had  reached  the  limits  of  taxation, 
and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  a leading  mercan- 
tile man  with  w'hom  I bad  conversed,  that  1862 
would  be  as  disastrous,  in  a financial  aspect,  as 
1861.  I think,  sir,  I was  able  in  1863  to  prove 
that  this  “ mythical”  merchant  was  in  every  re- 
spect correct.  If  he  looks  to  the  returns  in  that 
year  he  will  find  that  theie  was  a great  falling  off 
in  the  exports  in  all  the  ports,  except  Yarmouth 
and  Pictou, — amounting,  in  fact,  to  $127,000. 
Bo,  after  all,  my  mythical  merchant  was  not  30 
far  out  of  the  way.  But  why  was  it  that  the  ex- 
ports did  not  fall  off  in  the  ports  I have  named. 
No  one  who  has  f llowed  the  course  of  trade  but 
knows  that  in  consequence  of  the  depredations 
committed  upon  American  shipping  by  the 
cruisers  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  American, 
trade  had  gone  into  British  bottoms ; and  hence 
|ha  impulw  gives  lo  shipping  in  ifo  port  of 
Yarmouth-  Again.  ih§  railway  from  JWIrnm 
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"berland  coal  fields  were  not  accessible,  therefore 
more  coal  was  shipped  from  this  country.  But 
suppose  peace  should  come  about,  what  would  be 
the  result  ? Let  me  tell  the  hon.  gentleman  I 
consider  that  he  is  wrong  in  reference  to  the  ten 
per  cents.  Peace  must  ensue  in  one  of  two  ways 
— either  by  the  subjugation  of  the  South  or  by 
the  establishment  of  the  Confederacy  as  an  inde- 
pendent State.  In  the  latter  case  the  Northern 
shipping  will  return  to  its  former  position.  The 
privateers  which  are  now  destroying  American 
commerce  will  at  once  cease  their  operations,  and 
it  is  very  probable  that  American  trade  will  re- 
turn to  American  shipping;  and  therefoie,  to  a 
certain  extent,  our  interests  may  be  affected. 
It  is,  however,  obvious  that  if  the  Southern 
States  become  free,  they  will  require  a large 
amount  o!  our  ships,  and  therefore  we  may  not 
be  very  materially  affected  after  all.  I do  not 
think,  as  regards  the  ten  per  cents.,  there  will  be 
anything  Lke  the  change  the  hon.  gentleman  fears. 
He  says  the  increase  of  duty  is  due  to  the  in- 
creased va  ue  of  these  articles—  cotton  goods  es- 
pecially. Suppose  the  Southern  States  become 
independent,  does  it  follow  that  there  will  be  a 
decrease  in  the  price  of  cotton”?  I think  not. 
The  cotton  crop  of  ’60  was  ail  sent  away  before 
the  war  commenced.  The  crop  of  *61  has  re- 
mained in  the  Southern  States  to  a certain  ex- 
tent. A very  considerable  portion  has  already 
gone  away  by  blockade  runners  to  England  and 
the  Northern  States,  and  a po  tion  has  been  held 
by  the  Confederate  Government  to  secure  the 
payment  of  the  Confederate  Scrip  which  is  now 
iu  the  hands  of  capitalists  in  England.  Since 
1861  there  has  been  hardly  a bale  raised  in  the 
South.  The  whole  organisation  of  the  country 
has  been  turned  in  the  direction  of  producing 
cereals.  If  peace  ensue,  there  will  only  be  the 
balance  of  the  cotton  crop  of  ;61  on  hand,  which 
will  soon  be  swallowed  up.  Where  is  all  the 
cotton  that  is  wanted,  then,  to  come  from  ? It 
will  take  three  or  four  years  for  slave  labor  to 
briug  down  the  price  of  cotton  to  its  nominal 
condition.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  Northern 
States  should  subjugate  the  South,  and  ^introduce 
free  labor  there,  every  one  knows,  from  the  ex- 
perience of  Jamaica  and  other  British  Colonies, 
that  cotton  cannot  be  produced  as  cheaply.  Free 
labor  cannot  compete  with  slave  labor  in  respect 
to  cheapness.  It  is  true  cotton  at  this  moment 
is  produced  by  the  labor  of  other  countries  — by 
Egypt,  India,  and  elsewhere ; but  not  cheaply*. 
The  cotton  of  India  cannot  come  into  competi- 
tion with  that  of  the  South— it  being  a different 
staple ; and  costs  a great  deal  more  in  conse- 
quence of  wrant  of  means  of  transit  to  the  sea- 
board, &c.  It  will  take  four  or  five  years,  there- 
fore, before  cotton  can  be  expected  to  reach  its 
normal  condition,  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances. 

r ■ The  hon.  gentleman  refers  to  my  speech  on  re- 
trenchinent  and  taxes  me  with  inconsistency. 
He  stated  that  I was  anxious  to  reduce  the  civil 
list,  and  asked  why  I did  not  carry  it  out  I may 
tell  him  there  was  no  portion  of  the  civil  list  I 
was  so  anxious  to  retrench  as  the  salary  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor.  X never  felt  the  judges 
were  overpaid.  1 stated  at  the  time  that  the 
beH  governors  we  military.  governors*  and  that 
s'%im  ta  dalio  ip?  their 
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I am  glad  to  find  that  what  was  then  considered 
an  atrocious  observaiioo  has  become  to  be  believed 
in  by  the  people  at  large.  But  why  did  we  not 
retrench  ? They  took  the  very  means  of  prevent- 
ing it.  We  could  not  prevent  Lord  Mule  rave 
drawing  the  half  of  his  pay  up  to  the  other  day, 
because  they  got  a despatch  from  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  which  forbade  us  making  any  reduc- 
tions in  the  civil  list.  I have  endeavored,  I may 
add,  to  retrench  in  respect  to  the  franking  privi- 
lege of  members,  but  as  every  one  knows  the 
house  would  not  retrench,  and  I accordingly  gave 
it  up  in  despair. 

I will  now  refer  to  the  subject  more  immedi- 
ately before  us.  The  hon.  member  for  South 
Colchester  relerred  to  ihe  principles  which  pre- 
vailed in  British  law,  and  stated  there  were  two 
distinct  elements— the  Common  and  the  Equity 
element.  Re  cannot  think,  however,  because 
there  may  be  one  jurisdiction  and  one . court, 
therefore  the  two  principles  are  amalgamated. 
They  must  run  as  distinct  from  each  other  as 
two  separate  currents.  It  is  impossible  it  can  be 
so,  until  we  can  bring  in  a new  code,  like  the 
“ Code  Napoleon”  for  instance.  But  why  was 
it  our  ancestors  felt  it  was  necessary  to  have  a 
court  of  chancery  ? I hey  f it  coming  #here  to 
administer  the  British  law  it  was  necessary  to 
have  the  same  system.  Notwithstanding  what 
the  hon.  gentleman  has  said,  I may  say  that  I 
practiced  in  the  chancery  court  for  many  y ars, 
and  a better  court  I never  saw.  It  was  a doubtfu  l 
change  win  n it  was  abolished.  The  business  in 
that  court  was  done  properly  ; every  cause,  even 
to  the  smallest  case  in  connection  with  foreclo- 
sures, v • attended  to  with  the  greatest  care  ; but 
it  was  r r ed  advisable  for  some  reason  or  other 
to  arum  :iate  the  court  with  that  of  the  Supreme 

Court.  nd  let  me  ask.  why  was  not  the  Mas- 
ter of  the  Rolls  transferred  to  the  Supreme 
Court  ? It  was  not  considered  convenient.  How 
is  the  law  in  New  Brunswick  at  the  present  mo- 
ment ? They  did  away  writh  the  Rolls  court,  and 
put  on  an  extra  judge  (Neville  Porker  ) and  the 
court  of  chancery,  I am  informer  much  ad- 

ministered by  the  Supreme  court  r uericton  as 
before. 

Hon.  Solicitor  General— They  have  pre- 
served in  New  Bruno  wick  the  Equity  and  the 
Legal  side. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon—' Wh at  was  the  result 
alter  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  abolished  1 I 
have  had  some  experience  since  the  Equity  juris- 
diction was  handed  over  to  the  supreme  Court; 
and  I remember  perfectly  the  first  cause  which 
came  before  Judge  Bliss,  and  how  difficult  even 
lie  found  it  to  go  on  with  it.  He  said,  we  must 
feel  our  way  ; this  has  been  thrown  upon  us  ; all 
I can  do  is  to  do  what  is  right.  From  that  time 
to  the  present  we  have  been  feeling  our  wsy 
The  hon.  member  for  South  Colchester  alluded  to 
the  few  cases  that  have  been  tried  before  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  Equity.  The  reason  is  that  no 
man  will  come  there  if  he  can  help  himself.  I 
have  a case  now  there,  but  I did  everything  that 
a man  could  do  to  prevent  it  getting  into  that 
Court.  In  that  very  case  we  all  felt  - and  the 
hon.  Attorney  General  wa?  opposed  to  me  in  it—*, 
thatwa  M Bftt  the  arrangement?  9? 
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in  Chambers.  My  hon.  colleague,  yesterday, 
stated  that  the  Chief  Justice,  only  1 few  days 
ago,  wished  that  these  cases  could  go  before  a 
Master,  for  be  was  confident  that  many  difficul- 
ties might  hereafter  ensue  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  certainty  of  process. 

Now  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
have  all  referred  to  that  celebrated  article  in  the 
“ Chronicle,”  which  appeared  previous  to  last 
election  Now  howidid  that  article  appear  there  ? 
I can  only  imagine  that  the  legal  minds  in  the 
government  at  that  tifne  had  been  turning  over 
the  matter,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
would  come  a time  when  they  would  like  an 
Equity  Judge ; but  as  the  Present  Attorney 
General  was  then  going  to  the  polls,  it  was 
thought  not  to  be  a very  bad  electioneering 
scheme  to  attribute  an  intention  to  his  party  to 
elevate  him  to  such  on  office  if  they  should  come 
into  power.  The  Eougoumont  of  last  election 
was  at  Annapolis,  and  it  was  thought  a very  little 
thing  might  turn  the  election  there.  I can  say 
for  myself  that  such  an  idea  never  entered  my 
mind  previous  to  last  election.  It  was  not-until 
Judge  Bliss  sent  in  his  letter  of  resignation  that 
my  attention  was  called,  to  the  matter.  Now  will 
any  of  the  members  of  the  government  say  other- 
wise. I do  not  intend  to  go  into  any  lengthened 
remarks  as  to  the  nece  sity  of  the  bill,  after  ail 
that  has  been  said  on  th  - subject.  I need  only 
say  that  the  Bench  is  now  crippled  in  consequence 
of  the  incapacity  of  Judge  Bliss  to  continue  to 
perform  his  duties.  When  his  letter  came  before 
the  Council,  the  question  arose,  how  to  provide 
for  this  gentleman.  We  could  not  pension  him, 
believing  such  an  act  would  be  contrary  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  country.  We  felt  his  place  must  be  sup- 
plied, and  thought  it  advisable  to  introduce  the 
system  which  exists  in  New  Brunswick,  in  order 
to  place  the  equitable  jurisdiction  in  a bett  r po- 
sition, and  otherwise  advance  the  legal  business 
of  the  country.  I believe  the  bill  will  be  pro- 
ductive 0!  a great  public  benefit.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Yarmouth  has  stated  that  we  do  not  ap 
pear  to  va’ue  the  people’s  money  sufficiently.  I 
would  never  forget  this  ; I would  never  squander 
one  shilling  of  their  money  ; but  in  the  present 
case  I believe  the  small  expense  involved  will  be 
for  the  people’s  good. 


SUMMARY  REPORT. 

Wednesday,  April  27,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  Bills,  and 
passed  the  following:  To  al'er  the  bounds  of  a 
polling  district  in  the  county  of  Kings;  cap.  136 
Rev.  Stat.  of  Juries.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Speaker  an  amendmect  was  introduced  into 
the  above  mentioned  act,  to  the  effect  that  in  fu- 
ture a majority  of  the  grand  jurors  present  at 
any  General  Session  of  the  Peace,  may  make  pre- 
sentments and  transact  all  county  business,  in- 
stead of  twelve,  as  at  present  required.  This 
does  not  apply  to  criminal  business.  An  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  hon.  Fin.  Seoy.  was  also 
adopted,  providing  that  the  expense  Qf  special 
juries  fes  borse  by  the  parties  litigant, 
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Hon.  Sol,  Gen.  introduced  a Bill  to  extend  the 
time  for  repaying  the  loan  upon  certain  roads  in 
Antigonish  county. 

The  House  resumed  at  3 o’clock,  and  went  io- 
io  Committee  on  Bills,  and  passed  the  following 
chapters  of  the  Rev.  Stat , cap.  143,  of  the  Relief 
of  Insolvent  Debtors. 

(The' Legislative  Council  by  message -informed 
the  house  they  had  agreed  to  the  following  Bills 
without  amendments:  Relating  to  assessment 
rolls  iD  Shelburne  ; to  incorporate  the  Fruit 
Growers  and  international  Show  Society ; and  to 
caps.  93  and  119  Rev.  Stat.,  with  amendments, 
and  to  the  Bill  to  authorize  the  funding  of  cer- 
tain monies  due  the  city  of  Halifax  as  amended  ) 

(Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  in  the  coarse  of  the 
afternoon,  exhibited  some  beautiful  specimens  ct 
gold-bearing  quartz  from  the  English  companies’ 
claims  at  Sherbrooke^) 

Hon.  Proy.  Sec.,  from  the  committee  on  Edu- 
cation, reported.  The  Report  does  not  recom- 
mend the  application  on  various  aged  school 
teachers  to  free  grants  of  lands. 

Mr.  Longley,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  adjust  the  road  scale  for  Victoria,  reported. 

Mr.  Whitman,  from  the  committee  on  Land 
Damages,  reported. 

Mr.  Pryor,  from  the  committee  on  Private 
Bills,  reported  a Bill  relating  to  the  Oxford  marsh 
in  the  county  of  Hants. 

Then  the  house  adjourned  until  the  next  day 
at  11  o’clock. 

I— 

Thursday,  28th  April. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  11  o'clock. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  introduced  a bill  for 
the  better  security  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 
Several  clauses  are  added  to  remove  doubts  as  to 
the  authority  of  judges  in  Chambers,  etc. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  reported  from  ihe  Commit- 
tee on  Crown  Lands,  which  was  received,  and 
adopted. 

The  House  went  into  Committee,  and  parsed  a 
bill  to  extend  a loan  for  the  county  of  Antigo- 
nishe,  and  a bill  relating  to  Oxbow  Marsh,  pu 
the  St.  Croix  River.  The  Commitiee  then  ad- 
journed. 

Mr.  Blanchard  reported  from  a Special  Com- 
mittee in  f?*vour  of  giving  M.  X.  Wilkins,  Esq, 
$200  for  labor  performed  in  Revising  the  Sta- 
tutes, some  years  ago,  provided  he  hands  over  a 
valuable  Index  he  had  prepared.  The  report 
w as  adopted. 

Mr.  Miller  reported  from  the  Special  Commit- 
tee to  whom  w»s  referred  the  petition  of  Mr.  0. 
J.  Camptell,  relative  to  a mining  license  at  Glace 
Bay,  C.  B.,— -The  majority  of  the  Committee  con- 
sider that  the  petitioner  did  not  receive  justice  on 
the  premises,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  priority, 
and  recommend  that  the  Government  refuse  to 
renew  the  licence  when  it  has  expired,  uniil  ar- 
rangements are  made  to  indemnify  the  petitioner, 
or  make  some  equitable  adjustment.  The  minori- 
ty do  not  agree  m the  conclusion  come  to  by  the 
majority. 

Mr.  Jasps  Eraser  (Bewsie)  intyockwed  a 
IHU  ta  provide  for  v>$rUU}  m 
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The  House  then  went  into  Committee,  and 
took  up  the  Practice  Act  in  the  R.  S , having  first 
passed  the  Act  introduced  by  the  Atty.  General 
ou  the  opening  of  the .House. 

Some  discussion  took  place  as  regards  the  ad- 
visability of  a preliminary  examination  for  law- 
students.  The  Provincial  Secretary  urged  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  have  a full  examination 
when  ihe  student  had  closed  his  studies.  The 
Atty.  General  pointed  out  the  great  advanta- 
ges of  a preliminary  examination  into  the  ordi- 
nary branches  of  knowledge.  Hou.  Mr.  Shan- 
non. and  Mr.  S.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  James 
McDonald,  took  the  same  side. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  at  three  o’clock. 

Hon  Mr.  Me Farlane  reported  favorably  from  the 
special  Committee  to  reference  to  County  Maps  to 
be  furnished  by  Mr.  Chase.  The  report  was 
adopted. 

The  House  went  loro  Committee  on  Bills  and 
again  took  up  she  Practice  Act  relative  to.  Barris- 
ters and  Attorneys. 

Au  amendment  was  made,  to  the  bill,  allowing 
a person  to  be  admitted  Barrister  at  the  same 
time  he  is  entered  as  Attorney. 

The  Legislative  Council  by  message  informed  the 
House  that  They  had  agreed  io  the  following  bills  : 
To  amend  the  acr.  to  incorporate  the  Pfeebyterian 
Church  at  Cape  North — Relating  to  Commission- 
ers of  Streets  in  she  town  of  Windsor,  and  io 
Caps.  70  and  71  Revised  Statutes — of  “ Kill® 
roads.”) 

Hon.  Attorney  General  moved  to  strike  out  the 
clause  enabling . “any  of  Her  Majesty’s  Sub- 
jects to  plead  in  reason”  la  any  of  the  Courts — ■ 
better  known  as  Mr.  Howe’s  law.  OnTlivision 
the  motion  was  lost.  Subsequently  the  clause  was 
lost  on  another  division.  The  Practice  act  chap- 
ter then  passed. 

Chap.  157,  of  “ Madmen  and  vagrants,  &c.,” 
was  next  taken  up  ana  passed,  with  some  slight 
amendments.  The  committee  rose  and  reported. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  reported  from  the  Post  Office 
commitiee-  The  committee  among  other  things 
recommend  that  the  Government  during  the  re- 
cess enquire  into  the  necessity  of  a daily  mail  in 
Cape  Breton,  &e. 

Mr.  MgLelan  reported  from  the  committee  on 
Humane  institutions. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  called  attention  to  a very  ex- 
traordinary specimen  of  gold  handed  to  him  by 
Mr.  John  Campbell,  who,  he  said,  was  entitled 
io  the  credit  of  having  been  among  the  first  to 
discover  gold  in  this  Province.  He  had  discovered 
if  in  the  s nd  of  Sable  Island,  and  bad  applied  to 
the  Government  in  1857  for  the  privilege  of  min- 
ing it  there.  He  had  also  detected  it  in  the  clay 
near  the  Asylum.  The  present  specimen  was  a 
very  curious  one,  and  would  be  very  interesting 
to  geologists,  for  it  showed  gold  in  the  position 
of  being  in  the  lower  carboniferous  strata,  in  fact 
incorporated  in  the  old  red  sandstone.  In  lact, 
gold  in  this  Province  appeared  to  exist  in  quartz, 
sand,  sandstone,  and  everything. 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  the  Provincial 
Secretary  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  papers 
killing  supplements  to  contain  the  debate!  of  tfc© 
)U  vf^  aiHbl  If  ha i&km  a-iwA- 
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tage  of  by  papers  for  political  reasons.  He  also 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Chronicle  had 
not  corrected  his  speech  on  the  railway  resolution, 
whereas  it  had  those  of  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  McLelan  said  the  object  was  to  keep  up 
the  debates,  and  prevent  them  from  falling  into 
arrears. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  alluded  to  the  necessity  of 
bo  paper  being  allowed  to  impair  the  efficiency  of 
a system  which  was  intended  to  afford  the  country 
faithful  and  impartial  reports  The  hon.  gentle- 
man also  observed  that  the  Chronicle , in  its  edi- 
torial of  this  morning,  had  copied  a speech  taken 
from  the  Free  Press,  and  stated  to  have  been 
delivered  during  the  election  last  year.  Now  the 
speech  in  question  had  never  been  delivered  by 
him  at  all.  He  regretted  he  could  not  acknowledge 
so  eloquent  a production  ; in  fact,  it  flew  far 
higher  than  he  could  pretend  to.  He  added,  he 
thought  it  but  right  to  make  this  acknowledge- 
ment to  the  Chronicle  for  copying,  and  to  the 
Free  Press  for  making,  this  speech  for  him. 

Hon.  Solicitor  General  said  certain  papers, 
in  their  summary’s,  put  speeches  in  the  mouths  of 
gentlemen  which  they  never  delivered,  and  seem- 
ed to  favor  the  opposition  more  especially. 

The  hen.  gentleman,  also  stated,  in  reply  to  a 
question  put  by  Mr.  Bourinot  a few  days  pre- 
viously, that  the  Government  had  received  a com- 
munication relative  to  an  address  got  up  to  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  by  some  parties  in  this  city,  but  it 
was  of  such  a nature  that  it  could  not  be  published 
at  the  present  time. 

Friday,  29th  April,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  introduced  & bill  to  incor- 
porsite  the  Nova  Scotia  Coal  Company,  which  was 
read  a second  time. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  Bills 
and  passed  the  bill  just  referred  to.  The  chapter 
in  the  R.  S.  of  “ Wills,”  “ Costs  fend  Fees,” 
of  “ Limitation  of  actions,”  were  next  taken  up 
and  passed— the.  two  last  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Pryor  reported  finally  from  the  Committee 
on  Militia  affairs. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Ally.  GenL  the 
amendments  of  the  Council  to  the  act  for  the 
winding  up  of  Joint  Stock  Companies  were  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Archibald  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  a Bill  relating  to  the  River  Fisheries 
reported  the  Bill  with  some  amendments. 

Mr.  Miller  moved  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  the  petition  of  C.  J.  Campbell  be  re- 
ceived and  adopted.  The  report  was  read  by  the 
clerk.  The  petitioner  complains  of  the  improper 
granting  of  the  lease  of  a coal  mining  area  to 
which  he  considered  he  had  a prior  claim. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  was  of  opinion 
that  the  petitioner  had  been  unjustly  dealt  with, 
and  they  recommended  that  the  lease  in  question 
be  not  renewed  until  some  equitable  arrange- 
ment be  made.  A minority  of  two  disagreed, 
for  reason  § stated,  andjefuseci  to  sign  the  ye* 
jpoft, 
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Yeas — McKay,  D.  Fraser,  J.  Fraser,  Jost, 
Tobin,  Slocumb,  Bill,  McDonnell,  Hamilton, 
Miller,  J.  McDonald,  Allison,  Robicheau,  Smyth, 
Kaulback,  Hill. 

iVays—Donkin,  Prov.  Sec.,  Longley,  Fin.  Sec., 
Parker,  MoFarlane,  Atly.  Gen.,  Hefternan,  Mc- 
Lelan, Robertson,  S.  Campbell,  Cowie,  'Balaam, 
Aimand,  Blackwood,  Shannon,  Archibald. 

Notice  to  rescind  was  given. 

The  House  adjourned  until  II  o’clock  to- 
morrow. 


Saturday,  29th  April. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
Education  Report,  which  decides  unfavorably  upon 
the  applications  of  aged  teachers  for  free  grants 
of  land.  The  hon.  gentleman  contended  that  the 
principle  of  making  these  free  grants  of  land 
opened  a door  to  deception. 

Hon,  Sol,  Gen.  thought  it  hardly  fair  to  refuse 
these  grants  without  giving  due  notice  to  the  par- 
ties, after  the  house  had  adopted  the  policy  for 
years.  He  stated  that  he  knew  of  cases  where 
persons  had  spent  considerable  time  and  money 
in  searching  put  places  where  they  could  get  a 
grant.  He  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved , That  that  portion  of  the  report  which 
refers  to  free  grants  of  land  to  aged  schoolmasters 
be  not  received;  but  that  the  grants  as  heretofore 
be  made,  the  petitioners  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
survey;  but  that  owing  to  the  largely  increasing 
number  of  applicants,  it  is  unwise  to  continue  the 
policy  of  making  free  grants  hereafter. 

Some  considerable  debate  followed,  the  Fin. 
Sec.,  Dr.  Brown,  Hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  Messrs. 
James  McDonald,  Pryor,  Miller  and  Tobin  ex- 
pressing themselves  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
which  was  finally  carried  by  22  to  11. 

Hon.  Troy.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a despatch 
from  the  Colonial  Office,  announcing  the  appoint- 
ment of  Sir  R.  Graves  McDonnell  to  the  vacant 
Governorship  of  Nova  Scotia  ; also  a despatch 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  E.  Cardwell 
to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

The  amendment  ma.de  by  the  Council  to  the 
Bdl  relative  to  the  Lutheran  Congregation  at 
Bridgewater  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Longley  complained  that  some  remarks  of 
his,  on  9.  previous  occasion,  relative  to  a License 
question,  had  not  been  fully  reported,  whilst 
those  of  Mr.  Tobin  bad  been  given  in  full.  He 
said  that  he  felt  persuaded  the  hon.  member  for 
Halifax  would  find  that  his  sentiments  in  that 
speech  would  not  meet  with  much  approval  from 
those  whose  opinion  was  most  to  be  valued.  From 
the  gentlemanly  demeanor  of  the  reporter  who 
had  charge  of  the  reporting  of  the  debates,  he 
(Mr.  L.)  felt  assured  that  there  was  no  desire  in 
this  matter  to  do  injustice  to  the  gentlemen  who 
took  an  interest  in  the  advancement  of  Temper- 
ance. He  would  tell  the  hon.  member  for  Hali- 
fax, however,  that  notwithstanding  what  he  had 
declared  about  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  city,  it 
was  not  a very  creditable  fact  that  there  had  been 
before  the  police  authorities,  during  the  past  year, 
between  1800  and  1400  persona  for  drunkenness. 
IU  (My;  b\  cobohM  by  esjtTWfciag  bis  hm 
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Mr  Tobin  expressed  his  regret  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  should  take  umbrage  at  anything  he 
said.  He  thought  it  hardly  fair,  at  that  late  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  for  gentlemen  to  complain  of 
the  reporters,  who  must  be  overworked.  If  any 
one  wished  to  make  temperance  lectures,  let  him 
get  the  Temperance  llali,  and  there  enunciate  his 
sentiments  as  fully  as  he  wished.  He  regretted 
that  some  gentlemen  should  be  continually  singling 
out  the  city  of  Halifax  for  the  special  object  of 
their  attacks. 

Mr  Longley  said  that  hi«  chief  reason  for  say- 
ing anything  atN&ll  then,  was  the  fact  that  the  all 
important  subject  of  temperance  was  continually 
passed  over.  He  would  be  only  too  happy  to  meet 
the  hon.  member  for  Halifax  anywhere,  and  faking 
issue  with  him  in  respect  to  the  statements  made 
in  that  most  extraordinary  speech  to  which  he  had 
alluded.  He  expressed  his  conviction  that  if  the 
subject  of  prohibition  were  submitted  to  the  people 
to-morrow,  a large  majority  of  the  people  would 
be  found  m favor  of  it. 

Hon.  Pitov.  Seg.  said  he  could  not  refrain, 
after  what  had  fallen  from  hon.  gentlemen,  from 
expressing  his  opinion  aa  one  member  of  the 
house,  that  the  important  service  of  reporting 
the  debates  had  never  before  been  discharged  in 
the  manner  it  had  been  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. He  believed  gentlemen  on  both  sides  would 
bear  him  out  in  the  testimony  that  they  had  never 
had  the  service  performed  so  wcdl  with  reference 
either  to  the  fidelity  with  which  the  work  had 
been  discharged,  or  to  the  extent  to  which  it  had 
been  carried.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  the  sys- 
tem was  perfect.  It  was  found  impracticable  to 
obtain  verbatim  reporting,  and  therein  lay  the 
difficulty.  On  the  reporter  was  devolved  the 
delicate  task  of  condensing  the  reports  at  times, 
and  it  was  not  therefore  strange  that  incidental 
observations  were  not  given  that  prominence 
which  some  gentlemen  thought  they  were  entitled 
to.  Let  any  gentleman  come  forward  and  make 
a definite  proposition — introduce  a great  measure 
with  reference  to  Temperance,  or  any  other  sub- 
ject— and  let  set  speeches  be  made  on  it,  and  they 
would  receive  that  amount  of  consideration, 
which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  was  foui  im- 
possible to  give  to  more  desultory  debater.  How- 
ever erroneous  the  judgment  of  the  reporter  might 
be  found  at  times,  at  all  events  the  debates  had 
been  reported  with  great  fidelity,  and  brought  up 
with  a promptness  which  had  never  been  equalled 
in  the  history  of  reporting  the  Legislative  discus- 
sions since  he  had  the  honor  of  a seat  in  the  Leg- 
slature.  When  the  pamphlet  containing  the  de- 
bates was  in  the  hands  of  members,  it  would  be 
read  with  gratification  by  all,  as  showing  the 
promptness  and  fidelity  with  which  the  house  had 
discharged  the  important  and  arduous  duties 
which  had  come  under  its  consideration  during 
this  session. 

He  did  not.  consider  that  the  hen.  member  for 
Annapolis  had  much  reason  tG  complain.  For 
instance,  one  of  the  best  speeches  he  (Hr.  T.)  be- 
lieved he  had  delivered  during  the  session  was  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  debate  on  the  Dalhousie 
College  question,  but  he  never  took  up  and  read 
a report  with  a feeling  of  greater  dissatisfaction. 
In  the  absence  of  the  chief  reporter,  who  had  an 
opportunity  of  taking  the  very  able  and  lengthy 


address  (Mr.  Longley  Y)  with  which  the  debate 
was  closed,  he  found  not  only  that  the  spirit  and 
scope  of  his  own  observations  were  entirely  lost, 
but  there  were  many  striking  inaccuracies,  whilst 
many  remarks  to  which  he  attached  a great  deal 
of  value,  did  not  appear  at  all  ; but  nevertheless 
he  felt  he  ought  not  to  complain,  for  it  was  quite 
impossible  at  all  times  that  every  person  should 
get  that  satisfaction  in  these  matters  that  he 
would  wish.  On  the  other  band,  be  took  up  the 
speech  of  his  hon.  friend,  and  found  it  given  at 
length  with  a fidelity  and  accuracy  that  must  have 
been  eminently  satisfactory  to  that  hon.  gentle- 
man. The  hon.  Prov.  Sec.  concluded  by  repeat- 
ing that  the  debates  of  the  house  had  never  been 
more  creditable  to  the  house  than  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  and  in  saying  this  he  felt  he  was  but 
expressing  the  very  general  sentiment  all  around 
the  benches.  In  making  these  remarks,  he  added, 
he  had  been  induced  by  the  belief  that  it  was  but 
an  act  of  justice  to  the  officer  who  discharged 
this  important  service. 

Mr.  Longley  said  there  could  be  no  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  reporter,  and 
nothing  that  he  had  said,  he  hoped,  could  lead  to 
a different  impression.  He  himself  bad  been 
under  obligations  to  the  reporter  on  several  occa- 
sions. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Tobin, 
the  home  adjourned. 

On  resuming  at  3 o’clock,  the  house  went  into 
committee,  and  was  engaged  for  some  time  with 
the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  river  fisheries,  in 
which  several  amendments  were  made,  chiefly  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr  Donkin  and  Dr.  Slocumb. 
The  latter  gentleman  strenuously  urged  upon  the 
government  the  propriety  of  obtaining  information 
from  abroad,  as  to  the  best  plans  of  making  dams, 
that  will  allow  the  fixh  to  pass  up  rivers  and 
streams  with  ease.  By  means  of  such  dams  & 
great  deal  of  litigation  and  trouble  would,  he  felt, 
be  saved  in  the  various  counties.  If  clerks  of  the 
peace  had  a copy  of  such  plans,  individuals  could 
get  access  to  tnem,  and  build  their  dams  accord* 

ingly* 

Mr  Archibald  stated  that  the  Report  which  had 
beetqpreeexued  to  the  House  on  the  previous  day,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Fisheries,  asked  the  Govern- 
ment to  obtain  just  such  information  as  wag  asked 
for. 

The  Bill  having  passed,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned  a lew  minutes  before  6. 


Monday,  2nd  May,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

Mr.  Tobin  called  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  complaints  from  persons  in  Windsor, 
who  had  paid  railway  damages.  They  stated 
that  as  others  had  not  paid  and  were  not  amenable 
to  the  law,  their  money  ought  to  be  restored, 
Mr.  Tobin  also  referred  to  a case  of  Mr.  Doran, 
which  had  been  before  the  Railway  Committee 
for  a number  of  years. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  referred  to  the  proceed- 
ings which  had  been  taken  against  a number  of 
parties,  and  stated  that  they  had  resulted  in  law 
suits  under  *wnts  of  replevin.  Judgments  were 
standing  against  these  parties,  but  he  understood 
there  we  difficulties  with  respect  to  enforcing 
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them,  arising  from  the  bonds  under  •which  the 
replevins  were  issued. 

Mr.  Archibald  explained  the  proceedings 
taken  by  the  late  government  to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  damages. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec  stated  that  the  impression  pre*« 
vailed  in  the  minds  of  the  public  generally  that 
the  late  government  had  abandoned  the  attempt 
to  press  the  matter.  This  fact  had  a very  unfor- 
tunate effect  upon  the  public  mind  as  regards 
the  conclusion  of  this  matter. 

Mr.  Archibald  explained  that  the  late  govern- 
ment had  done  everything  in  their  power. 

In  respnet  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Doran,  it  was 
stated  by  several  gentlemen  that  ho  bad  it  in  his 
own  power  to  obtain  redress,  and  that  no  legisla- 
tion was  ueeded. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  introduced  a bill  concern* 
ing  tbe  election  of  Representatives  to  seive  in 
general  Assembly.  It  defers  tbe  operation  of  the 
Franchise  Act  until  June  14, 1865,  and  provides 
that  any  election  that  may  take  place  in  the 
meantime  must  take  place  under  the  old  law. 

Mr.  Jas.  McDonald  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Bills  an  Act  to  amend  the  Act 
passed  in  1862,  with  reference  to  the  property 
of  the  United  body  of  Presbyterians.  Be  ex- 
plained that  the  majority  of  the  Committee  had 
directed  him  to  report  an  amended  bill,  recogni- 
zing the  priueiple  embodied  in  the  bill  submit- 
ted to  the  Committee,  but  altering  the  machi- 
nery materially.  The  tormer  bill  required  an 
action  in  the  Supreme  Court  with  reference  to  the 
property,  whereas  the  present  bill  required  arbi- 
tration to  decide  as  to  the  justness  of  any  rights, 
and  the  mode  in  which  they  shall  he  vindicated. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Council  to  the 
Registration  Bill  were  taken  up  As  tha  bill 
was  first  introduced,  the  deputy  registrars  were 
to  make  their  returns  to  a county  registrar,  and 
he  to  the  Provincial  Secretary.  The  amend- 
ments provide  that  the  deputy  registrars  shall 
make  their  returns  to  the  Financial  Secretary, 
and  he  shall  have  them  all  digested,  anti  dupli- 
cate return's  prepared  and  remitted  to  each  coun- 
ty registrar  of  deeds. 

Hon.  Att’y.  GenT.  said  the  amendments,  in 
his  oi-idqn,  improved  the  bill. 

Mr  Archibald  pouted  out  that  the  whole 
machinery  of  the  bill,  as  first  introduced,  was 

changed. 

Hon.  Prov  Sec  said  the  amendments  had  been 
adopted  in  the  Council  after  full  discussion,  and 
passed,  not  by  a party  majority,  but  in  accor- 
dance with  ihe  views  of  genti  men  on  both 
sides.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  to  work 
out  satisfactorily  any  extended  system  of  regis- 
tration like  the  one  pi  oposed,  it  was  necessary 
to  have  the  mind  of  one  person  competent  to 
deal  with  it,  and  specially  devoted  to  it.  ln« 
stead  of  creating  additional  expense,  it  woud 
save  at  last  $1000  to  the  country.  An  office 
in  each  county  would  be  saved,  whilst  it  c aid 
lose  nothing  as  respects  the  efficiency  of  the 
system . 

* Mr.  S.  Campbell  doubted  if  the  Council  had 
the  right  to  make  such  amendments,  for  it  could 
not  alter  any  money  bill  sent ; nut  the  hon. 
Atty.  Gen.  pointed  out  that  the  course  of  tbe 
Council  in  the  present  oase  was  perfectly  legiti- 
mate. 


Mr.  Archibald  was  opposed  to  the  centralisa- 
tion proposed  in  the  Bill,  and  thought  the  loc- 
alization in  the  several  counties  of  the  informa- 
tion required  w&s  the  most  advisable  plan. 

Hon,  Proy.  Sec.  said  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
in  a former  session  had  introduced  a Bill  to  create 
a head  of  department  for  Registration  purposes. 

Hon.  Att.  Gen.  pointed  out  the  advantages  of 
such  centralization  as  the  Bill  proposed.  He 
stated  that  if  the  amend  men  Is  made  by  the  council 
had  suggested  themselves  to  him  at  the  outset,  he 
would  certainly  have  embraced  them  in  the  Bill. 

Dr.  Slocumb  said  that  his  objection  to  tbe 
amendments  was  that  they  did  injustice  to  a con- 
siderable extent  to  a number  of  persons  in  the 
counties,  since  no  remuneration  was  given  them. 

Hon.  Att.  Gen.  replied  that ‘this  could  be 
remedied. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  if  his  memory  served 
him  right  the  bill  alluded  to  had  been  only  intro- 
duced by  him  pro  forma  at  tbe  opening  of  a session . 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  read  from  the  journals  to  show 
that  the  Bill  in  question  had  not  been  introduced 
pro  forma , but  on  the  second  day  ol  March,  1861, 
after  the  House  had  been  in  session  for  something 
Hike  a,  month.  This  bill,  he  stated,  was  an  ela- 
borate measure,  and  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a Registrar-General,  and  not  for  the  pla* 
cing  (as  under  the  present  amendments)  of  the 
whole  of  the  information  in  the  hands  of  the 
Financial  Secretary,  who  was  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Statistics. 

The  matter  was  left  over  until  Tuesday. 

The  House  adjourned  at  1 o’clock. 

On  resuming  at  three  o’clock  the  Provincial 
Secretary  laid  on  the  table,  copies  of  despatches 
received  from  the  Lieut-  Go  vernors  of  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Prince  Edward  Island  relative  to  the 
Union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces.  They  include 
copies  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislatures 
of  these  Provinces  similar  to  the  one  passed  here. 

Also  correspondence  relative  to  the  presenta- 
tion of.  a telescope  to  Captain  James  Lorway,  of 
the  “ Volant,”  Sydney,  C-  B as  a reward  for 
his  intrepid  conduct  in.  rescuing  the  captain  and 
crew  of  the  steamer  Flora,  on  a recent  occasion. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarl&ne  brought  in  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on.  Agriculture.  It  recommends 
that  the  Government  take  steps  to  test  the  sug- 
gestions of  Mr.  Deasmore  relative  to  the  potato, 
and  that  the  funds  devoted  last  year  to  exhibi- 
tions be  henceforth  directed  to  the  introduction 
of  improved  stock,  and  advocates  an  improved 
system  of  drainage,  Mr.  MoFarlane  alluded  to 
the  necessity  of  affording  every  encouragement 
to  this  important  branch  of  industry,  and  point* 
ed  out  the  example  of  Canada  in  this  direction. 
He  also  stated  that  Mr.  Maleom  had,  in  this 
city,  established  a tile  manufactory  which  was 
well  worthy  of  support  by  our  farmers,  and  end- 
ed by  referring  to  the  advisability  of  carrying 
out  tbe  suggestion  on  the  report  for  the  intro- 
duction of  improved  stock. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec.  thought  since  some  counties 
had.  the  benefit  of  shows  last  year,  those  counties 
which  were  not  so  favoured  - those  in  Cape  Bre- 
ton particularly— should  be  especially  considered 
this  year. 
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Mr.  Tobin  thought  some  encouragement  should 
be  given  to  the  Fishing  interest  as  well  as  to 
Agriculture,  and  agreed  with  the  remarks  of  the 
Financial  Secretary 

Dr.  Hamilton  considered  the  important  subject 
of  Agriculture  did  not  receive  that  full  conside- 
ration in  the  House  to  which  it  was  entitled. 

Mr.  Kaulbaek  said  the  county  of  Lunenburg 
was  not  properly  classed  last  year,  and  did  not 
receive  full  justice. 

Messrs.  Allison  and  Hill  also  advocated  the  in- 
troduction of  an  improved  breed  of  cattle. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  Bills, 
and  passed  the  Chapter  on  Wills  in  the  R.  S., 
with  amendments/,  also  the  bill  concerning  the 
election  of  representatives. 

The  Post-office  Report  was  next  taken  up. 

Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  moved  that  part  of  the  re- 
port recommending  the  continuance  of  Mr. 
King’s  contract  between  Windsor  and  Annapo- 
lis be  struck  out,  and  that  the  service  be  put  up 
to  tender  and  contract.  Tho  hon.  gentleman  sta- 
ted that  he  did  not  do  so  from  any  personal  mo- 
tives, but  solely  from  a sense  of  the  duty  he  owed 
to  the  House  and  the  country — as  he  considered 
the  contract  had  not  been  properly  performed. 

Dr.  Slocumb  also  complained  of  the  maimer  in 
whioh  the  contract  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
mails  on  the  shore  route  had  been  performed  by 
Mr.  Kin^.  He  did  not  wish  to  do  any  injustice 
to  Mr.  King,  he  merely  wished  the  service  to 
Shelburne  put  up  to  tender  and  contract. 

Mr.  Miller  supported  the  motion,  and  gave 
personal  experience  of  the  inefficient  mode  in 
which  this  service  had  been  performed  on  both 
the  shore  route  and  western  line. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  mentioned  an  instance 
of  personal  inconvenience  he  had  experienced 
this  winter  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Province- 
having  had  to  travel  on  a winter  night  38  miles 
iu  company  with  Her  Majesty’s  Mails  on  a wood 
sled.  He  thought  it  was  time  some  supervision 
was  exercised  over  the  performance  of  the  mail 
service  throughout  the  Province. 

Mr.  Tobin  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  always 
putting  up  a service  of  this  kind  to  public  com- 
petition at  the  expiration  of  the  contracts. 

Mr.  Buanchard  explained  that  the  principle 
which  had  always  guided  the  Post  Office  Com# 
rnittee  was  to  continue  the  contract  to  the  person 
who  held  it,  if  there  were  no  serious  complaints 
as  to  its  performance.  As  regards  the  present 
case,  the  Committee  recommended  that  the  con- 
tract  be  continued,  but  they  also  recommeuded 
that  the  Government  be  requested  to  investigate 
the  charges  of  complaint,  and  deal  with  them  as 
they  think  fit. 

The  hon.  gentleman  also  stated  that  the  Agent 
of  Mr.  King  had  been  before  them,  and  stated 
that  within  the  last  few  months  they  had  expen- 
ded Borne  £200  in  procuring  new  horses  and 
coaches  for  the  line. 

Mr.  Robertson  bore  testimony  to  the  efficient 
mode  in  which  Mr.  Davidson  performed  his  con- 
tract between  Shelburne  and  Yarmouth.  As  re- 
gards the  rest  of  the  road  he  was  not#so  well  com 

petent  to  speak. 


Mr.  More  also  complained  of  the  mode  in 
which  Mr.  King  had  performed  his  contract,  and 
could  not  see  upon  what  ground  the  Committee 
recommended  the  continuance. 

Hon.  Solr.  General,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee, who  was  not  present  at  the  commencement 
of  the  discussion,  explained  the  circumstances 
which  had  led  the  Committee  to  report  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  contract.  As  regarded  the  ser- 
vice between  Windsor  and  Annapolis  he  would 
say  that  there  were  serious  complaints  as  to  the 
mode  iu  which  the  contract  had  been  performed; 
but  as  the  evidence  was  to  some  extent  of  a hear- 
say character,  and  the  Committee  had  not  the  op- 
portunity ot  thoroughly  investigating  them,  they 
recommended  that  that  contract  be  continued  for 
one  year  only,  and  that  the  Government  be  re- 
quested to  investigate  the  mode  in  which,  that 
service  had  been  performed,  and  act  accordingly. 

Hon.  Soi.  Gen’L  defended  the  action  of  the 
Post  Office  Committee.  The  increase  of  salaries 
referred  to  was  only  in  cases  where  the  officer  had 
performed  extra  duties — Each  case  had  received 
strict  and  impartial  consideration. 

After  some  further  desultory  debate,  Hon. 
Attroney  General  included  the  contract  between 
Shelburne  and  Halifax  in  his  resolution. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  the  resolution 
passed  without  a division. 

Mr.  Longley  objected  to  the  increase  of  Post- 
masters’ salaries,  and  to  the  principle  of  increa- 
sing the  expenses  of  the  postal  system  generally. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec  coincided  in  the  views  of  the 
member  for  Annapolis. 

Mr.  Tobin  and  Mr.  Longley,  in  reference  to 
tbe  increased  votes  of  money  recommended  by 
the  Committee,  spoke  against  the  policy  of  in- 
creasing the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  depart- 
ment. They  thought  that  the  report  should  lie 
on  the  table  for  further  investigation. 

After  some  further  remarks  the  report  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  House  adjourned  until  11 
o’clock  the  next  day. 


EQUITY  COURT  BILL. 

SPEECH  OE  THE  HON.  PKGV.  SECRETARY. 

Dr.  T upper  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
House,  as  ws  ~ Mr.  Speaker,  I regret  very 
much  that  ill  be  cbliged  to  ask  the  indul 
gence  ot  th«  house  at  some  length,  not  because 
any  necessity  ias  arisen  that  1 should  use  any 
elaborate  arguments  in  defence  of  this  bill  which 
I have  had  the  honor  to  introduce,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  tbe  very  extraordinary  mode  in  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  considered  it  his  duty  to  deal  with  the  mea- 
sure before  the  House  I looked  for  the  course 
which  that  hon.  gentleman  would  take  with  re- 
ference to  this  bill  with  the  anxiety  wl.  oh  must 
always  be  attached  on  the  part  ot  the  intro- 
ducer of  an  important  public  m asure  to  the 
sentiments  that  are  likely  to  inspire  the  party 
comprising 'Her  Majesty’s  Opposition  in  any  Le- 
gislature. And  I must  say,  and  regret  to  be 
obliged  to  say,  that  never  on  any  similar  occasion 
have  I listened  to  an  address  which  I considered 
more  unworthy  of  the  subject — more  unworthy 
of  the  gentleman  who  delivered  it,  or  of  the  Le- 
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gislature  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  Thathon. 
gentleman  having  filled  the  position  of  a first 
Crown  Officer  in  this  country — a position  which 
wou  d naturally  lead  the  people  of  th  s Prov- 
ince, as  well  as  the  members  of  this  Legislature, 
to  expect  that  he  would  deal  wi  h a question  of 
such  magnitude  on  its  own  merits,  and  with 
regard  to  the  great  interests  that  were  involved 
— thought  fit  to  turn  aside  from  the  true  ques 
tion  under  consideration  to  a gene  al  d scussion 
of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Government. 
Now,  that  hoo.  gentleman  hardly  ever  addresses 
the  House  without  expressing  his  belief  that  te 
has  behaved  remarkably  well  during  the  present 
session — that  his  course  had  been  one  which 
entitled  hiai  to  a great  deal  of  conside- 
ration. I believe  1 have  not  been  back- 
ward in  acknowledging,  from  time  to  time, 
the  spirit  in  which  that  gent  eman  lias, 
during  he  present  session,  dealt  with  the  im- 
portant legislation  which  has  been  brought  be- 
fore this  House ; but  I cannot  help  thinking,  al- 
ter listening  to  his  singular  address  on  this  ques- 
tion, tha  pediaps  Le  is  not  entitled  to  as  much 
credit  as  I have  been  disposed  to  give  him  here- 
tofore. Many  person-  have  doubtless  seen, 
whilst  passing  through  the  country,  some  re- 
markably quiet  looking  nag  tied  up  to  a post 
with  a halter,  and  would  imagine  from  his  ap- 
pearance— with  his  head  and  tail  droo,  i;;p  — 
that  there  was  no  animation  or  spirit  in  ;e 
animal;  but  let  the  halter  be  slipped  ->n  his 
head,  and  soon  we  see  him  sniff  the  air,  and  with 
open  defiant  nostril,  with  head  and  tail  erect, 
and  flaunting  mane,  course  over  the  fields  as  if 
he  had  never  known  restraint.  So,  sir,  I cannot 
but  tbink  that  the  hon.  member  works 
better  in  a halter ; for  whilst  he  held  his 
seat  at  the  mercy  of  a Conservative  Committee, 
he  was  prepared  to  “ roar  you  as  gently  as  a 
sucking  dove,”  but  when  he  feels  he  is  once 
more  unrestrained  in  the  open  fields,  he  roars 
like  a very  bull  of  Bashan.  (Laughter  ) 

I would  have  no  objection,  on  any  occasion  to 
meet  that  bon.  gentb  man  on  the  field  he  has 
chosen,  and  ou  any  platform,  through  the 
length  and  breadth  of  Nova  Scotia,  engage 
that  hon.  gentleman  in  a discussion  upon  the 
issues  he  has  raised.  If  there  was  ever  a go- 
vernment in  any  country  in  the  world,  if  there 
was  ever  a party  ti. at  was  better  prepared  on 
any  platform  to  meet  their  opponents  face  to 
face  :n  conflict  on  the  great  question,  whether 
they  deserved  the  confidence  of  the  people,  it 
is  the  government  with  which  I have  the  hon- 
our to  be  connected.  I would  not  have  to  labor 
the  question  myself — I would  not  have  to  offer 
arguments  to  sustain  our  posit  on,  for  I would 
bring  my  opponents  themselves  I would  bring 
the  leader  of  the  opposition  to  prove  that  in  his 
opinion  there  was  never  a government  aoy  where 
tiiat  more  thoroughly  deserved  the  confidence 
of  the  people  than  the  present  administration  of 
Nova  Scotia. 

Allow  me,  sir,  to  contrast  for  a few  moments 
the  Government  that  we  have  succeeded  with 
the  Government  of  the  day,  whose  policy  has 
been  so  loudly  challenged  by  gentlemen  oppo- 
site. I ask  the  House,  if  it  was  not  admitted  on 
all  hands — if  it  was  not  acknowledged  by  every 
section  of  the  press  in  the  country,  when  His 


Excellency  came  down  and  opened  this  Hivaae, 
that  the  Government  had  discharged  its  duty 
manfully.  That  very  morning  the  organ  cf  the 
Opposition  declared  we  were  at  variance  and 
had  no  policy.  We  were  told  that  very  day, 
with  that  spirit  of  prophecy  which  the  prophet 
Jonathan  so  eminently  possesses,  that  we  were 
strong  only  in  numbers,  and  instead  of  our 
being  a party,  capable  of  dealing  with 
the  great  in  crests  of  this  countiy,  of  propound- 
ing and  maintaining  any  public  policy,  we  were 
as  a rope  of  sand — that  no  half  dozen  men 
amongst  us  agreed  in  any  policy — and  that  no- 
thing could  be  expected  but  a beggarly  exhibi- 
tion ot  empty  boxes.  But  what  has  been  the 
fact.  They  have  been  obliged  themselves  to 
admit  that  never  was  there  an  administration 
that  dared  to  come  down  and  grapple  with  ques- 
tions of  greater  moment.  And  let  us  see  how 
these  promises  have  been  fulfilled.  hirst  take 
the  great  question  of  Education.  We  saw  the 
leader  of  the  opposition  for  years  proclaiming 
that  we  must  be  put  down,  and  he  must  be  ele- 
vated in  order  that  this  great  question  might  i e 
dealt  with  ; and  when  the  country  took  them  at 
their  word,  and  they  were  brought  into  power, 
you  had  the  leader  of  the  late  Government  de- 
claring on  the  floor  of  Parliament  that 
they  were  too  weak  to  deal  with  the  subject 
of  Education.  But  what  have  we  done  ? 
Here  was  a question  of  the  most  vital  import- 
ance that  can  interest  the  people  ot  any  country 
— one  fraught  with  danger  to  any  Government 
that  should  grapple  with  it  beyond  any  other 
question  that  the  Legislature  has  been  called 
upon  to  deal  with  ; and  yet  the  Government 
came  down  and  propounded  a measure  to  the 
House  and  carried  it  through  this  Legislature, 
not  only  by  the  strength  of  their  own  friends, 
but  by  the  aid  and  co  operation  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  who  felt  that  as  he  valued  the 
public  approval  of  tha  country,  he  must  give  his 
unqualified  support.  Then,  it  I had  no  other 
claim  to  public  confidence,  I could  say  to  the 
people  that  I could  call  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition to  witness  that  on  a question  of  the  deep- 
est and  most  vital  importance  we  had  discharged 
our  duty  on  this  great  question  with  fidelity  to 
the  country. 

We  are  now  able  to  point  with  pride  to  a 
measure  which  the  Press  w th  scarcely  an  ex- 
ception d dares,  surpasses  any  that  has  ever 
been  placed  on  our  Statute  Book.  We  have 
also  the  Press  of  the  adjoining  Province  (New 
Brunswick)  a mitting  that  it  is  a measure  far 
in  advance  of  anything  that  any  government  or 
party  in  that  Province  have  ever  be;  n able  to 
enact.  Ther  fore  I say  I have  brought  the  ex- 
Attorney  General  himself  to  bear  testimony 
that  the  government,  whose  confidence  he  has 
challenged,  has  proved  itself  by  his  own  action 
to  be  one  that  deserves  the  support  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country — that  it  is  not  like  the  go- 
vernment they  succeeded,  content  to  hold  power 
to  occupy  places  acd  receive  salaries  tor  four 
years,  and  at  the  close  of  their  career  be  obliged 
to  confess  that  the  Statute  Book  had  not  been 
enriched  by  a measure  calculated  to  elevate  the 
country  or  advance  its  interests.  Therefore  in 
that  respect  we  may  safely  challenge  the  exa- 
mination of  the  people  of  this  country.  Does 
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that  look,  let  me  ask,  as  if  the  government  were 
solely  intent  upon  their  own  aggrandisement — 
as  if  they  considered  the  means  of  keeping 
themselves  in  office  as  the  chief  object  they 
should  have  in  view  ? But  did  the  late  govern- 
ment leave  the  Statute  Book  a blank  ? No,  sir, 
in  the  desert  of  nothingness  stood  out  one  mea* 
sure  which  on  its  face  bore  the  acknowledg- 
ment that  all  their  energy  and  ability  had  been 
expended  in  an  attempt  to  strike  down  thous- 
ands of  our  electors  at  the  polls  that  they  might 
themselves  retain  power. 

Let  me  now  ask  the  attention  of  hon  gentle- 
men for  a moment  to  our  policy  upon  Railway 
Extension.  I have  here  under  my  hand  the 
policy  propounded  by  the  leader  of  the  opposi- 
tion,— by  the  government  whose  Attorney  Gene- 
ral he  was — tbe  written  exposition  of  their  poli- 
cy, read  by  .‘the  gentleman  who  lead  the  party  in 
the  Upper  House,  himself  a member  of  the 
administration,  and  read  by  the  leader  of  the 
Government  (Mr.  Young)  in  this  House  : 

“ The  advantages,  or  rather  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  carrying  the  railway  further  on, 
and  especially  of  securing  the  Gulf  trade  for  our 
own  Province,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
is  fully  appreciated  by  the  present  Government, 
who  recognise  this  duty  as  second  only  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  credit. 

“ It  is  abundantly  clear,  however,  that  no  Go- 
vernment could  attempt,  in  the  present  year,  a 
further  extension  o'f  our  railway  ; but  the  pre- 
sent administration  unhesitatingly  pledge  them- 
selves to  proceed  when  they  can  command  the 
means  ot  paying  the  interest  on  the  additional 
sum  that  must  be  borrowed  ; and  they  earnestly 
hope  that  the  improvements  of  the  railway  traf- 
fic and  a permanent  advance  in  the  revenue  will 
justify  them  at  the  next  session  in  fulfilling,  in 
this  respect,  the  just  expectations  of  the 
country 

At  this  very  time  the  leader  ot  the  la'e  Gov- 
ernment took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  powerful 
influences  that  had  been  awakened  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  Intercolonial  Railway.  And  yet  with 
the  evidence  under  iiis  hand  that  public  atten- 
tion was  being  turned  to  that  project,  he  decla- 
red on  the  floors  of  this  Legislature,  aj  the  poli- 
cy to  which  his  government  was  bound,  the  con- 
struction o'  a railway  to  Pictou  the  moment  they 
had  the  means  at  their  command.  When  the 
next  year  came,  however,  and  they  had  the 
means,  they  did  not  carry  out  their  pledge  They 
did  that  which  they  did  in  reference  to  every 
other  question — they  held  the  promise  to  the 
ear  ana  broke  it  to  the  hope.  It  has  been  said 
that  we  did  not  g » to  the  country  in  favor  of 
Railway  extension.  Now,  sir,  I find  on  refer- 
ence to  the  very  paper,  from  which  the  hon. 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  has  quoted,  that  at  the 
time  he  charged  me  with  writing  a certain  ar*. 
tide  in  the  “ Colonist.”  I was  engaged  with  a 
very  different  duty  and  in  a remote  section  of 
the  country.  Aftc  r [ had  left  the  t ity  and  was 
engaged  with  my  election  in  Cumberland,  I was 
followed  by  that  which  ought  to  have  appeared 
before  I bad  turned  my  back  on  the  city — the 
Manifesto  of  hon  J.  McCully,  published  to  the 
people  of  this  country  as  to  the  great  issues  be- 
fore them  for  their  eoDsideration.  The  moment 
that  document  ;met  my  eye  with  BU^h  ma- 


terials as  could  lay  my  hand  upon  in  the 
country  I replied  t » that  manifesto,  and  stated 
the  sentiments  of  the  Conservative  party  as  they 
had  been  held  in  this  House,  and  as  they  were 
prepared  to  put  th  m before  the  country.  Turn 
to  that  reply,  and  what  do  you  find  published 
on  the  eve  of  a General  Election  and  before  a 
vote  had  been  given  You  will  find  that  the 
first  consideration  with  us  was  the  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  and  side  by 
side  with  that  the  declaration  that  if  we  were 
not  prepared  to  go  on  with  that  great  project, 
we  would  extend  the  railway  to  Pictou  as  soon 
as  we  could  command  the  resources.  Sir,  un- 
like our  predecessors,  we  have  kept  that  pledge. 
Therefore,  I say,  instead  of  looking  to  what 
would  keep  us  in  power — for  the  day  when  the 
Government  introduced  their  Railway  policy 
they  did  not  know  t ey  had  a majority  to  ca  ry 
it.  Instead  of  looking  to  our  seif-interest  or  the 
security  of  our  positions,  we  considered  that  we 
were  bound  by  our  public  pled  ares  to  bring  for- 
ward those  measures  that  we  believed  the  great 
interests  of  the  people  of  this  country  demand- 
ed ; and  having  decided  what  our  duty  was  in 
that  respect,  what  did  we  do  'i  We  came  down 
here  on  ihe  first  day  of  the  sess:on,  in  co  formi- 
ly  to  the  manifesto  which  had  been  published  to 
the  people,  with  a declaration  that  the  extension 
of  the  lines  of  railway  existing  in  the  country 
was  the  first  object  with  the  Government.  True 
to  those  pledges,  we  brought  in  a measure  to 
carry  them  out.  And  in  what  position  do  we 
stand  in  reference  to  this  great  question  ? I 
have  shown  that  in  respect  to  the  great  subject 
of  Education  we  carried  almost  the  entire  House 
with  us,  and  so  in  regard  to  our  measure  for 
Railway  Extension,  the  minority  which  voted 
against  us  was  so  small  as  to  excite  our  compas- 
sion for  the  gentlemen  who  left  us  had  hardly  a 
corporal’s  guard  to  co-operate  with  them. 

Again,  sir,  the  question  of  the  Union  of  the 
Maritime  Colonies  has  engaged  our  attention. 
This  wasa  question  f aught  with  difficulty  and 
danger  to  any  one  that  would  undertake  it. 
But  having  made  up  our  minds,  not  to  consult 
our  own  individual  interests,  but  what  the  in- 
terests of  our  country  demanded — having  de  • 
cided  it  was  a measure  which  would  promote 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  people  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  give  them  a status  abruad  not 
now  enjoyed,  we  came  here  » s men  and  as 
statesmen  and  boldly  propounded  the  policy  on 
which  we  were  prepared  to  stand  or  fall.  And 
I may  again  ask,  what  has  been  the  result  ? 
The  hon.  member  has  himself  felt  it  necessary 
to  sustain  the  present  government,  No  one 
would  suspect  him  of  that ; but  it  is  because  he 
feels  that  the  present  government  is  the  mouth- 
piece of  the  people,  and  the  moment  he  puts  him- 
self in  the  gap  of  opposition  to  the  people’s 
wishes,  he  onty  places  himself  there  to  be 
ground  to  powder.  But  I give  that  to  the 
House  and  the  country  as  the  best  evidence  of 
the  favt  that  the  course  we  have  pursued  is  one 
that  commends  itself  to  tbe  approval  not  only 
of  liie  party  that  placed  the  government  in  our 
bands,  but  also  meets  with  the  approval  of  our 
opponents. 

Take  again  the  question  of  Emigration . The 
bill  of  last  session  was  a blot  on  our  Statute 


276 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


Book,  snd  no  man  could  read  that  Act  Avithout 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  adapt- 
ed to  subserve  any  useful  purpose,  the  present, 
government  have  given  it  expansion  and  breadth 
in  the  hope  that  something  may  be  done  to  pro- 
mote that  great  interest ; and  here  again  Ave 
have  not  had  that  hon.  gentleman’s  opposition. 
Again  in  reference  to  the  settlement  of  Crown 
Lands,  the  Government  have  discharged  their 
duty  so  as  to  commend  their  views  to  both  sides 
of  the  House.  So  in  reference  to  Agriculture. 
The  measure  that  has  been  brourbt  in  here  is 
one  that  commends  itself  to  this  Legislature  as 
vastly  superior  to  anything  • previously  sub- 
mitted. Then  there  is  the  question  of  Registra- 
tion of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths — a question 
which  every  country  that  wishes  to  occupy  a 
respectable  and  useful  position  has  dealt  with. 
The  hon.  member  knew  that  such  a measure 
was  necessary,  and  acknoAvledged  it  when  he 
brought  in  a bill  himself  and  laid  it  on  the  table, 
in  a previous  session  ; but  instead  of  making  it 
law,  he  was  content  to  allow  it,  like  every  tiling 
else  of  importance,  to  remain  in  abeyance — to 
allow  session  after  session  to  pass  in  idle  and 
useless  discussions  because  the  Goverment  of 
the  day  were  disposed  to  cling  to  power,  wi  h- 
out  making  an  attempt  to  carry  out  that  very 
legislation  Avhich  they  admitted  was  essential,  to 
the  public  weal.  Then  there  is  the  subject  of 
Mines  and  Minerals.  The  hon  member,  yield- 
ing to  party  influences,  ac  ually  abolished  an 
office  that  he  himself  assisted  in  creating,  and 
which  he  knew  the  necesities  of  the  couutry 
demande  d He  has  been  willing  to  jeopardise 
and  sacr  ••  the  great  mining  interests  of  this 
country,  o order  to  promote  raeiely  party  de- 
signs. The  mode  in  which  we  have  dealt  with 
that  question  has  met  with  universal  aequiesence 
here. 

Then  the  hon.  member  has  had  the  estimate 
submitted  to  him,  and  in  the -whole  of  it  there  is 
but  one  single  item  that  he  has  ventured  to  chal- 
lenge. He  has  shown  by  bis  acfc'o.o.  s «:<:  is  house 
that  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  revenue  of  the 
country  has  been  so  wise  and  just  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  present  Govern  • . that  out 
of  the  whole  of  it  he  was  unable  to  find  a single 
item  which  he  could  condemn,  except  that  refer- 
ring to  St.  Peter’s  canal.  I do  not  intend  to  go  into 
finanpial  matters  at  any  length,  for  it  would  be  al- 
together superfluous,  after  the  eloquent  and  thril- 
ling speech  to  which  the  house  listened,  from  the 
hon.  Financial  Secretary,  on  Saturday  night.  He 
has  been  taunted  with  being  “dumb;”  but  how  is 
it  now  7 It  has  been  admitted  that  no  gentleman 
has  discharged  the  duties  connected  with  the 
finances  of  this  country  with  greater  assiduity 
or  ability  than  he  has;  but  then  he  could  not 
apeak.  He  had  not  the  flowing  eloquence  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Colchester,  or  the  dulcet  tones 
of  the  other  gentlemen  opposite,  but  here  in  bis 
place  in  Parliament  he  has,  at  a single  stride, 
taken  his  position  as  a first-rate  debater  as  well 
as  a first-class  financier.  As  I said  before,  if 
there  was  a member  here,  it  was  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Colchester  that  ought  to  have  blushed  at 
the  obstruction  which  he  has  given  to  our  efforts 
to  give  to  the  island  of  Cape  Breton  that  work,  to 
the  copstruetiots  of  which  he  \m  himself  pledged. 


When  he  and  his  party  attempted  to  carry  a 
railway  policy,  they  did  not  hesitate  to  give  the 
pledge  that,  provided  the  members  for  the  island 
supported  that  policy,  the  St.  Peter’s  Canal  would 
be  constructed.  The  hon.  member  has  left  that; 
pledge  to  be  carried  out  by  his  successors,  just  as 
he  has  left  the  railway,  education,  and  other  great 
questions  to  be  dealt  with  by  us. 

I complained  that  the  hon.  gentleman  did  not. 
take  up  the  question  of  retrenchment  Avhen  I 
threw  doAvn  the  gauntlet  in  the  discussion  on  the 
estimates.  Sir,  there  is  not  a question  which  I 
arn  better  prepared  to  discuss  in  any  part  of  the 
country,  wherever  there  is  &u  intelligent  people  to 
listen.  When  I went  into  the  question  fully  and 
explicitly  on  a previous  occasion,  I he  hon.  member 
shrank  from  the  encounter,  and  did  not  attempt, 
as  he  did  on  Saturday,  to  grapple  with  the  argu- 
ments I adduced;  and  the  reason  w»s  obvious— it 
was  because  I had  the  evidence  under  my  hand ; 
because  step  by  step  I proved  to  the  house  that 
the  position  we  occupied  was  not  only  tenable,  but 
reflected  the  highest,  credit  upon  us  as  public  men. 

What  did  the  hon.  gentleman  do  with  the 
“elegant  extracts”  which  he  brought  into  this 
debate  in  a manner  so  irregular  ? He  read  from 
the  paper  that  I had  said  that  I was  bound  to 
carry  out  the  principles  which  I had  advocated 
that  night.  What  were  those  principles?  Were 
they  what  the  bon.  gentleman  has  put  into  my 
mouth?  The  house  very  well  knows  that  I have 
quoted  from  the  Morning  Chronicle  the  speech 
as  taken  down  by  my  opponents,  and  that  so  far 
from  having  taken  the  ground  in  this  house  that 
the  public  officers  were  too  highly  paid,  and  that 
I was  anxious  to  reduce  their  emoluments,  I stated 
there  was  not  a single  public  officer  whom  l touch- 
ed in  the  retrenchment  resolution  that  I didn’t 
touch  with  the  greatest  reluctance  ; and  I went 
farther,  and  stated  that  the  moment  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country  warranted  it  I would  have 
great  pleasure  in  restoring  their  salaries  as  before. 
These  were  the  principles  to  which  I bound  my- 
self— the  proposals  which  I made  in  good  faith. 
ITow  could  I h&ve  stated  that  the  salaries  were  too 
high,  when  I declared  in  this  house  that  the  salary 
of  my  predecessor  was  one  on  which  I had  been 
myself  unable  to  live  ? I demanded  retrenchment 
in  order  to  meet  a great  public  exigency,  and  that 
was  a debt  of  £88,000  created  in  one  year  over 
and  above  the  whole  revenue  of  the  country.  I 
stated  that  in  the  existing  condition  of  things  the 
country  was  not  bound  to  look  to  what  it  would 
like  to  give  to  public  officers,  but  what  it  was 
able  to  give.  If  I had  not  acted  up  to  those 
principles  I had  propounded,  as  reported  in  the 
Chronicle , they  could  have  charged  me  with  a 
most  flagrant  breach  of  faith.  I stated  that  there 
was  extravagance  in  the  administration  of  the 
government,  and  I ask  the  hon.  member,  before 
he  undertakes  to  deal  wish  this  question — before 
he  tries  to  place  me  in  a false  position  because  I 
said,  “ I have  put  my  hand  to  the  plough,  and 
would  not  look  back,” — to  be  more  certain  of  his 
facts  I did  not  deny  the  right  to  increase  taxa- 
tion for  special  objects.  Last  session  I was  ready 
to  continue  the  2.}  per  cent,  additional  on 
the  advalorcm  duties,  provided  the  amount  aria- 
ist£  from  R v?fti  gmn  to  the  xom\  and,  bridge,  ax$ 
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education  service*,  but  I denied  the  right  to  in- 
crease the  taxes  to  meet  ordinary  expenditure. 
In  i.wh&t  position  are  we  now  ? Are  we  only 
giving  to  those  services  a miserable  pittance, 
like  our  predecessors  ? We  have  this  session 
given  to  the  roads  and  bridges,  navigation  securi- 
ties and  education  $151,000  over  last  year. 
(Hear,  hear.)  That  was  the  position  in  which  I 
was  placed,  and  I tell  the  hon.  member  that  I am 
prepared  here  and  now,  in  the  face  of  this  country, 
to  be  bound  to  every  word  and  every  sentiment  I 
have  ever  declared,  and  he  will  never  find  me  re- 
creant in  this  or  any  other  way.  We  said  there 
was  extravagance,  and  we  have  retrenched  it, 
notwithstanding  ihe  abundance  of  our  means. 
With  our  overflowing  treasury,  we  have  in  the 
public  services  retrenched  about  $10,000  a year 
already.  My  predecessor  drew  the  same  salary 
rs  myself,  and  drew  every  quarter  at  the  rate  of 
£125  a year  for  contingencies  of  the  office,  and  in 
addition  to  this  the  Government  paid  out  of  the 
public  purse  over  $400  a year  for  telegraphic 
messages  to  and  from  the  Secretary’s  office. 
When  I was  in  the  office  before  there  was  no  such 
charge  brought  here,  and  not  a farthing  was  ever 
asked  for  that  service,  and  since  I went  back  no 
such  charge  has  been  made.  Therefore,  in  the 
administration  of  my  office,  providing  for  every- 
thing that  my  predecessor  provided  for,  I have 
saved  £100  a year,  and  £50  beside  in  connection 
with  an  office  created  by  the  late  Government — 
namely,  clerk  to  the  Executive  Council.  There- 
fore, not  at  a time  when  the  Government  was 
compelled  to  come  down  and  acknowledge  that 
they  were  dragging  the  country  down  into  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin — not  at  a time  when  whilst  giv- 
ing a miserable  pittance  to  the  great  public  ser- 
vices they  had  fastened  a debt  of  £38,000  in  one 
year  upon  the  country — but  at  a time  when  we 
have  given  $151,000  more  to  roads,  bridges  and 
schools  than  was  ever  given  before — with  an  over- 
flowing revenue,  with  abounding  resources,  with 
the  coal,  gold  and  other  mines  developing  beyond 
what  was  ever  known  before,  with  every  branch 
of  industry,  and  the  whole  trade  of  the  country 
expanding  and  flourishing  as  it  had  never  done 
before — at  such  a time  we  come  down,  not  to  do 
as  they  did  when  they  were  £40,000  behindhand, 
but  to  show  that  in  the  Provincial  Secretary’s 
and  every  public  department  we  have  g&ved  hun- 
dreds cf  pounds  in  the  current  expenditure. 
Therefore,  I say,  cn  this  question  of  retrench- 
ment, here  and  elsewhere,  I am  able  to  meet  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite  and  maintain  my  consistency. 

The  hon.  member  so  far  forgot  himself  as  to  say 
the  measure  of  railway  extension  was  opposed  to 
retrenchment.  1 have  shown  him  that  the  policy 
we  have  propounded  was  one  which  we  advocated 
before  we  came  here,  and  one  which  we  would 
have  been  false  to  the  people  as  well  as  to  ourselves 
if  we  had  not  carried  out.  But  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  taxed  me  with  extravagant  railway  ex- 
penditure actually  undertook  not  only  to  build  to 
the  border  of  New  Brunswick,  but  (50  miles  be- 
yond into  the  heart  of  that  Province.  Who  are 
these  gentlemen  who  tax  me  with  failing  to  regard 
the  soundness  of  the  principles  of  economy  in  the 
railway  policy  of  this  country  ? They  are  the  men 
^yhcse  first  policy  in  connection  with  our  railways 


lies  there  on  the  face  of  our  Statute  Book,  not  as 
a railway  to  Truro  and  Windsor,  but  to  Victoria 
Beach  to  Pictou  and  far  into  New  Brunswick. 
Yet  these  gentlemen  that  have  put  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  position  of  being  obliged,  with  a re- 
gard to  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  to  go 
on  with  railway  extension  and  endeavor  to  relieve 
the  revenue  of  the  country  by  making  these 
works  productive — these  gentlemen  tax  us  with 
forgetting  the  principles  of  economy.  Then  the 
hon.  gentleman  again  forgot  himself,  and  taxed 
me  with  forgetting  the  principles  of  retrenchment 
in  connection  with  the  inspectors  of  schools.  Yet 
the  house  will  remember  when  the  School  Bill 
was  under  consideration,  the  hon.  member  was 
compelled  to  rise  up  and  bear  unwilling  testimony 
that  this  was  the  best  feature  in  the  measure,  and 
one  which  he  would  most,  cordially  support.  Yet 
having  supported  that,  he  now,  with  the  unwor- 
thy object  of  exciting  prejudice  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, tramples  under  root  the  very  principles 
he  had  himself  propounded,  and  condemns  his 
own  action. 

As  to  the  question  of  reporting  the  debate*,  I 
would  ask  if  we  have  not  taken  a course  that 
would  be  expected  from  us  in  connection  with  our 
past  history  as  public  men?  Does  not  the  hon. 
member  know  what  we  did  when  he  and  his  gov- 
ernment decided  that  their  action  as  public  men 
must  inevitably  ruin  them  if  the  speeches  of  mem- 
bers of  the  opposition  went  side  by  side  with  their 
own  into  the  country — when  they  so  far  forgot 
themselves  as  to  bring  up  a party  majority  to  pre- 
vent the  country  knowing  accurately  what  was 
taking  place  within  these  walls  ? Then  we  were 
in  opposition — then  we  were  demanding  retrench- 
ment; but  we  stood  here  as  the  unflinching  advo- 
cates of  full  information  being  given,  to  the  people 
of  the  doing®  of  their  legislators,  and  we  here 
voted  . in  a body  to  retain  the  official  reporting, 
and  to  compel  both  parties  in  this  country  to  send 
side  by  side  the  statements  of  both  parties  in  thi* 
house  to  every  section  and  corner  of  the  province. 
We  did  so,  believing  that  it  was  right  that  the 
people  should  know  what  we  were  doing  here. 
We  believed  that  the  people  should  be  able  to  judge 
in  whose  hands  public  power  could  be  most  safely 
placed.  Now  when  in  the  government  do  we 
shrink  from  the  position  we  occupied  when  in  op- 
position ? No,  we  are  anxious  and  proud  that 
every  sentiment  we  utter,  every  pledge  we  make, 
should  go  into  the  most  remote  sections  of  the 
province — that  there  shall  be  a full  and  impartial 
exhibit'  to  the  people  of  everything  that  is  said 
on  both  sides.  Therefore  the  moment  we  had  a 
majority  we  have  done  that  which  we  declared 
ought  to  be  done — that  is,  give  the  people  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  sentiments^aud  the 
action  of  the  men  who  have  been  sent  here  to 
watch  over  their  interests. 

Now,  the  hon.  member  ha*  stated  that  if  I had 
said  I would  provide  for  all  necessary  services  he 
could  understand  my  position.  I challenge  him 
to  put  hi*  finger  on  a single  statement  in  which  I 
ever  declared  that  I was  not  prepared  to  maintain 
every  necessary  public  service.  If  he  cannot  find 
that,  then  he  sweeps  away  the  whole  tissue  of 
misrepresentation  with  which  he  endeavored  to 
mislead  this  house.  If  he  cannot  gay  thsit^  car= 
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ried  &way  by  a mad  desire  to  economize,  1 was 
prepared  to  withhold  the  means  of  sustaining 
necessary  public  services,  then  I tell  him  he  has 
not  an  inch  of  ground  upon  which  to  stand.  Sir, 
when  the  hon.  gentleman  can  sustain  such  a 
charge  he  will  silence  me  forever  as  a public  man. 

He  says  there  is  no  retrenchment  in  the  Legis- 
lative expenses  : but  I tell  the  hon.  member  that 
there  is  Although  the  pay  has  not  been  reduced, 
the  expense  has  been  lessened,  for  the  work  has 
been  doubled.  I say  never  was  there  greater  at- 
tention paid  by  both  sides  of  the  house  to  the  sav- 
ing of  public  time  and  the  advancement  of  pub- 
lic business,  and  there  never  was  a session  when 
a Government  would  have  been  less  justified  in 
coming  down  and  saying  : We  will  burthen  you 

with  four  times  the  amount  of  work  you  have 
ever  done  before  ; we  will  tax  your  time  beyond 
what  it  is  ordinarily  taxed,  and  yet  prevent  you 
receiving  the  usual  consideration.”  I can  say, 
with  the  despatch  which  has  been  exhibited  in 
reference  to  public  business,  the  expense  of  this 
session  will  not  be  one-half  what  any  previous 
session  would  show,  in  connection  with  the 
same  amount  cf  business. 

The  hon.  member  has  charged  me  with  a want 
of  sagacity  in  reference  to  the  resources  of  the 
country.  Perhaps  I did  not  make  in  1862  a suf- 
ficient estimate  of  the  impetus  that  would  be 
given  to  every  branch  of  industry,  to  the  trade 
Sind  revenue  of  the  country,  by  a change  of  gov- 
ernment; but  it  hardly  lies  in  the  mouth  of  the 
hon.  member  to  find  fault  with  me  on  this  ac- 
count, when  his  own  government  told  us  to  pre- 
pare for  a deficit  of  $90,000,  and  were  just  $120,- 
000  out  of  the  way.  That  is  not  a hustings  or 
parliamentary  speech,  but  the  figures  put  forward 
by  the  government  of  which  the  hon.  member  for 
Colchester  was  a member. 

As  respects  the  article  in  the  Colonist  on  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  has  so  fully  descanted,  I can 
only  say  he  is  entirely  at  fault,  and  therefore  the 
best  part  of  his  speech  is  based  on  an  entire  fallacy. 
Assuming  the  statement  to  be  true,  there  is  no- 
thing in  it  I could  be  ashamed  of,  although  the 
language  is  rather  more  terse  than  I am  in  the 
habit  oi'  using  either  in  the  press  or  Legislature. 
But  as  far  as  the  facts  are  concerned,  there  is  no- 
thing to  be  ashamed  of.  The  invention  respecting 
an  Equity  Judgeship  came  out  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle  on  the  eve  of  an  election,  when  the  At- 
torney General  was  in  Annapolis,  and  I was  in 
Cumberland,  and  the  leading  minds  of  the  party 
were  distributed  over  the  length  and  breadth  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  when  it  was  assumed  that  that 
article  would  be  read  by  thousands  of  persons  who 
would  never  see  a reply,  and  the  Colonist  came 
out  and  denied  the  storj7,  and  said  it  was  an  entire 
invention  and  so  it  was,  I could  have  said  the 
same  thing,  and  so  could  the  Attorney  General, 
without  the  slightest  misgiving  whatever.  I am 
speaking  in  the  presence  of  more  than  twenty 
gentlemen  that  I had  the  honour  of  co-operating 
with  in  opposition,  and  I say  it  in  their  presence, 
— never  was  a more  groundless  statement  put  in 
circulationjhan  that  the  conservative  party  had 
arranged  such  a measure.  I will  not,  say,  how- 
ever, that  this  subject  was  never  discussed  in 
caucus.  It  was  never  brought  up  in  any  meet- 


ing of  conservative  gentlemen  belonging  to  this 
house,  for  they  had  never  heard  of  it  ; but  I may 
say  that  I believe  it  a fact — that  this  matter  was 
discussed  by  a great  party  then  in  this  house.  I 
believe  it  had  been  suggested  by  the  leader  of  the 
late  government  who  throughout  the  last  session  of 
this  house  exhibited  great  anxiety  to  know 
what  could  be  arranged  for  Mr.  Johnston.  I 
ask  the  x- Attorney  General  if  I am  not  cor- 
rect when  i say  that  the  leader  of  hie  Government 
made  no  secret  of  his  determination  to  place  Mr. 
.Johnston  on  the  Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  if 
the  opportunity  offered,  and  knowing  the  neces- 
sity that  existed  for  an  Equity  Judge,  and*  Mr. 
Johnston’s  high  qualifications  for  the  office,  it  ib 
not  unlikely  the  scheme  was  arranged  to  meet 
the  circumstances.  No  great  prophetic  power 
was  required.  The  legal  niinds  knew  that  the 
Supreme  Court  was  overburdened  with  the  con- 
sideration of  Equity  business  ; and  they  knew  by 
many  years  of  experience  that  when  the  Conserv- 
ative party  were  in  power  the  first  consideration 
with  them  has  been  the  care  of  the  public  interests; 
and  they  had  a right  to  assume,  therefore,  that 
when  we  came  into  power,  and  the  responsibility 
of  providing  for  the  administration  of  justice  was 
placed  upon  our  shoulders,  that  we  would  also 
feel  the  necessity  that  existed  for  an  Equity  Judge, 
and  with  the  same  patriotism  and  the  same  pub- 
lic spirit  with  which  our  party  provided  for 
every  essential  public  service,  we  would  deal  with 
this.  Let  me  ask  the  house  what  is  the  advan- 
tage of  all  the  legislation  that  we  may  pass  if  it  is 
not  administered  ? You  may  pass  laws  with  the 
wisdom  of  Solomon,  you  may  publish  and  distrib- 
ute them  through  the  country,  but  if  they  are  not 
administered  they  are  as  useless  as  so  much 
waste  paper  ; and  the  country,  with  ail  these 
laws  passed,  and  without  the  means  of  having 
them  enforced,  would  soon  lapse  into  a condition 
of  barbarism  such  as  no  man  would  wish  to  see, 
and  the  lives,  and  liberty  and  property  of  the 
people  would  be  valueless,  because  the  laws  for 
their  protection  could  not  be  put  into  operation. 

The  hon.  mem’cer  says  we  ought  to  show 
some  ca^se  for  this  bill.  Well,  I had  flattered 
myself  that  I had  shown  him  cause — when  I 
submitted  returns  which  declared  the  fact 
that  212  causes  ready  for  trial  at  the  last 
October  term,  could  not  be  reached  for  want 
of  time ; and  that  42  cases  were  ready  for 
argument  at  the  last  Michaelmas  term,  and 
of  which  notice  for  trial  had  been  given, 
and  j^et  could  not  be  taken  up  because  the 
means  in  the  administration  of  justice  were 
deficient.  13  there  any  public  duty  that  any 
government  can  be  called  upon  to  perform 
t at  does  not  sink  into  insignificance  in  compa- 
rison with  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon 
them  of  providing  means  for  the  administration 
of  public  justice ; and  it  L to  meet  that  neces- 
sity that  we  have  brought  i or  ward  this  mea- 
sure. We  have  the  argument  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Colchester  that  four  Judges  are  suffici- 
ent— that  there  is  no  necessity  for  five,  and  that 
this  is  a measure  which  is  entirely  uncalled  for  ; 
but  oppos  d to  that  ass  rtion  we  have  t-vidance 
that  I consider  a little  higher  than  that  of  the 
lion,  gentleman.  We  have  the  evidenc  j of  J udge 
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Bfss,  who  states  that  his  sense  of  public  duty 
in  his  failing  health,  compels  him  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  of  the  day  io  provide 
means  for  meeting  the  exigency  which  the 
public  service  requires.  Hou.  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  have  vied  with  each  other  in  ex 
hausting  our  language  in  order  to  pass  encomi- 
ums upon  that  distinguished  and  talented  iu^ge, 
and  will  they  disbelieve  him  when  he  says  that 
due  provision  f r the  administration  of  justice  in 
this  country  imperatively  demands  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  it  in  their  power  to  m ke 
an  addi  ional  appointment.  If  you  believe  him 
— and  you  cannot  do  otherwise — you  should 
give  the  Government  credit  for  the  course  it 
has  pursued,  when  it  comes  here  and  asks  the 
House  to  deal  with  this  question  as  becomse  an 
intelligent  Legislature. 

The  lion,  member  talks  about  marvellous  co- 
incidences, and  says  he  cannot  understand  how 
the  Chronicle  could  have  propounded  the  ques- 
tion which  has  been  brought  here.  I am  now 
going  to  give  him  a coincidence  just  as  curiouq 
and  evidence  that  he  cannot  dispose  of  very  rea- 
dily. A good  deal,  says  the  hon.  member  for 
Guysboro  depends  upon  tne  source  whence  au- 
thority comes.  I have  given  him  a pretty 
respectable  source  for  the  reason  why  means 
should  be  taken  to  make  the  administration  of 
justice  more  efficient.  He  says  Judge  Bliss  had 
not  outlined  this  bill ; but  the  hon.  gentleman 
proved  too  much — he  proved  that  Judge  B iss 
when  he  wrote  that  letter  had  mver  had  any 
communication  with  any  member  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  that  it  took  them  by  surprise,  and 
that  they  were  never  called  upon  to  consider  the 
matter  until  the  proposal  in  question  came  thus 
before  them  in  due  torm.  I assume  this  session 
would  have  been  closed  by  this  time  if  this  bill 
and  the  necessity  that  originated  it,  had  not  been 
brought  to  our  notice ; and  let  me  say  when  the 
circumstances  stated  in  Judge  Bliss’  letter 
were  brought  under  the*  consideration  of  the 
government,  it  was  impossible  for  them,  with  a 
regard  to  the  public  interests,  not  to  make  an 
effort  to  remedy  the  difficulty.  But  the  hon. 
gentleman  does  not  think  it  strange  that  Judge 
Bliss  should  have  been  unwilling  to  dictate  to 
the  Government  what  course  they  should  take. 
He  says  the  opinion  of  that  learned  judge  would 
have  very  great  weight.  We  have  Judge  Bliss’s 
statement  in  clear  .and  unqualified  terms— it  is 
your  imperative  duty,  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service  demand  that  there  shall  be  an 
additional  judge  to  discharge  the  duties  which  I 
feel  I am  unable  to  discharge.  What  more 
have  we  1 It  is  one  of  those  remarkable  coinci- 
dences that  a paper  called  the  “ C>tizen,”  pub- 
lished by  the  late  Queen’s  Printer,  a fast  friend 
ai  d ally  of  the  ex.  Attorney  General, — a gen- 
tleman who  was  probably  tiie  most  indulged  and 
best  paid  public  servant  they  had  for  the  past 
four  years — whose  position  for  many  years  has 
been  one  of  the  strongest  antagonism  to  the  party 
no*  in  { ower — this  paper  comes  out  before  the 
publication  of  Judge  Bliss’s  letter,  and  in 
an  elabora  e article — one  which  bears  upon 
it  the  impress  of  legal  talent,  of  being 
written  by  parties  who  have  the  means  of  being 
entirely  familiar  with  the  necessities  of  the  legal 
business  in  this  country — declaring  to  the  coun- 


try that  such  a bill  is  absolutely  demanded  by 
the  public  necessities  of  the  Province — that  not 
only  is  there  an  enormous  arrear  of  business  on 
the  circuit  that  cannot  be  reached,  and  that  with 
four  judges  must  vastly  accumulate,  but  also 
that  the  Supreme  Court  has  been  overburlhen- 
ed  by  the  Equity  business  thrown  into  it — busi- 
ness wi  h which  the  judges  are  hardly  yet  fami- 
liar— and  that  this  is  one  of  the  main  causes 
why  the  work  of  the  Supreme  Court  lias  been 
retarded — why  an  arrear  of  212  causes  cannot 
be  tried  in  the  country.  You  talk  about  the 
paltry  .£100  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  salary 
of  a judge.  Have  you  no  consideration  for  the 
sufferings  and  difficulties  that  must  result  in 
a coun  ry  where  the  wheels  of  justice  are  thus 
clogged.  I have  a case  in  my  mind  where  two 
respectable  farmers  in  the  county  I represent 
have  got  at  issue  with  reference  to  a rifle  of 
land,  and  I have  seen  them,  with  their  half  do- 
zen stalwart  sons, — men  whose  every  hour  is 
necessary  to  make  this  country  what  it  should 
be,  to  make  the  wilderness  blossom  like  the  rose 
-—coming  term  after  term  to  the  Supreme  court, 
with  a crowd  of  witnesses  from  a remote  section 
of  the  county,  and  I have  seen  them  put  to  the 
utmost  strait  for  the  means  of  paying  their  ex- 
penses. The  wheels  of  Justice  have  been  so 
clogged  that  their  cause  could  not  be  touched, 
and  that  has  gone  on  year  alter  year.  And  the 
same  thing  is  happening  in  almost  every  county 
of  the  Province  year  after  year.  Who,  sir,  can 
j udge  or  estimate  the  misery  and  min  thus  in 
dieted  upon  our  people  1 

The  hon.  member  for  Guysborough  says — - 
Bring  us  Judge  Bliss’s  opinion  in  favour  of  this 
measure.  I intend  to  do  so.  On  the  occasion 
of  the  abolition  of  the  Chancery  Court,  the 
gentlemen  who  had  the  honour  of  governing 
the  country  then,  thought  it  proper  to  elicit  the 
opinions  of  the  judges  on  that  measure,  and  I can 
only  say  the  experiment  was  such  as  to  give 
gentlemen  thereafter  little  inclmat  on  to  imitate 
that  experiment.  I am  happy,  for  the 
sake  of  the  hon.  member  for  Guysboro’,  satis, 
fied  as  he  will  be  with  any  opinion  coming  from 
such  authority,  to  be  able  to  give  dm  also 
authority  which  will  command  the  same  univer* 
s 1 respect  from  the  people  of  this  country, 
namely,  that  of  the  late  Chief  Justice.  I am 
proud  to  know  that  the  measure  which  I have 
had  the  honor  of  introducing  to  this  House  has 
all  the  authority  and  weight  of  the  testimony  of 
the  two  most  venerated  names  connected  with 
the  Judiciary  of  this  country — Sir  Bren  ton  Hal- 
liburton and  Mr.  Justice  Bliss,  when  consulted 
on  the  proposed  abolition  of  the  Chancery 
Court. 

Chief  Justice  Haliburton  says  - 

The  courts  of  Common-Law  and  Equity  have  always 
formed  distinct  branches  o l jurisprudence  under  the 
English  Constitution;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
while  they  remain  distinct  the  Judges  of  each  w 11 
be  more  conversant  with  the  principles  of  their  re- 
spective courts  than  they  will  be  when  their  attention 
is  divided  between  the  two. 

I think  such  transfer  would  increase  both  expense 
and  delay.  I am  aware  that  a contrary  opinion  pre- 
vails. Ic  is  said  that  cases  in  Equity  might  be  com- 
menced iu  the  country  and  speedily  decided  by  the 
circuit  Judge.  My  experience  of  the  business  in  the 
circuits  induces  me  to  think  that  this  would  rarely 
occur.  Justice  to  the  jurors  would  require  all  issues 
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to  be  tried  by  them  should  take  precedence  of  cases 
that  were  to  be  argued  before  the  Judge,  lor  it  would 
t>e  hard  to  keep  them  idle  lrom  their  homes  while  the 
court  was  occupied  with  arguments.  It  would  there- 
tore  often  happen  that  the  circuit  Judge  would  be 
obliged  to  leave  the  country,  and  the  court  be  closed 
before  the  cause  was  called;  in  which  case  it  would 
remain  in  statu  quo  until  the  next  sittings  in  that 
county. 

If  the  Judge  arrived  at  it.  and  the  argument  pro- 
ceeded belore  him,  be  might  feel  a difficulty  upon 
some  point,  which  would  induce  him  to  reserve  it  tor 
the  coi  eideraiiou  ot  his  brethren  ; or  il'  he  decided  it, 
the  losing  party  might  be  dissatisfied  with  his  decision, 
and  bring  it  before  the  court  in  Halifax. 

lu  either  case  the  expense  and  delay  might  be  great- 
er than  if  the  cause  had  been  originally  brought  in 
the  court  of  chancery,  which  is  always  open,  and 
where,  under  the  ruies  which  have  been  established 
by  the  present  Master  of  the  Rolls,  a diligent  suitor 
or  solicitor  may  generally  obtain  a speedy  decision, 
lrom  which,  il  uiss dished,  he  can  appeal  to  the  Chan- 
cellor, who  always  calls  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  his  aid,  and  such  appeal  would  often  be  de- 
cided in  a shorter  time  than  a case  from  the  circuits 
would  be. 

Mr.  Justice  Bliss  says 

As  a difference  ot  opm  on  exists  among  the  law 
commissioners  with  regard  to  the  transter  ot  the  Equi- 
ty to  the  common  law  jurisdiction,  I deem  it  my  duty 
to  submit  my  own  view  of  the  matter  to  Your  Excel- 
lency in  the  few  following  observations: 

Those  who  are  in  favor  ol  such  a measure  cannot, 
I suppose,  intend  to  give  merely  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  addition  to  its  own,  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  as 
now  exercised  by  the  court  of  chancery— that  would 
be  a nominal  but  no  real  or  effective  chauge^-a  trans- 
fer only  of  the  same  business  in  the  same  way  from 
one  judge  to  five;  and  whatever  may  be  thought  of 
the  advantage  of  having  a case  decided  by  several, 
rather  than  by  a single  mind,  would  scarcely  ol  itself 
be  considered  a sufficient  reason  tor  so  great  an  alter- 
ation of  the  jurisprudence  ot  the  country.  Its  obvious 
disadvantages,  too,  may  be  faRly  opposed  to  any  such 
supposed  benefit.  The  expense  of  litigation  by  the 
multiplied  copies  of  papers,  and  in  other  ways  would 
be  inci  eased— the  unavoidable  delays  greater,  not  only 
because  the  judgment  ot  one  can  be  more  expeditious- 
ly exercised  in  the  investigation  of  the  involved  and 
voluminous  matters  so  often  mixed  up  with  cases  in 
Equity,  but  rnaialy  because  the  court  of  common  law 
has  its  periodical  terms  at  long  intervals;  whereas  the 
couit  ot  chancery  sits  lrom  week  to  week,  and  the 
adjournment  of  a cause  in  its  different  stages  would 
be  attended  with  ve/y  different  aud  serious  conse- 
quences if  the  business  had  to  be  transacted  in  the 
oomraon  law  court. 

Something,  too,  might  be  said  with  resqect  to  im- 
posing new  duties  on  this  court,  which  at  present  has 
its  whole  time  fully  occupied— of  the  delays  in  its 
own  legitimate  business,  occasioned  by  the  crowding 
in  of  that  from  another  court,  aud  ot  the  unreason- 
ableness and,  to  the  suitor,  the  po.-itive  disadvantage 
of  transferring  the  hearing  and  decision  of  cases  irom 
one.  whose  study  aud  experience  have  been  directed 
to  that  peculiar  branch  of  our  law,  to  others  who  are 
comparative  strangers  to  it,  and  certainly  not  familiar 
with  its  pnncipfes  and  practice.  I can  say  with  un- 
feigned sincerity  that  this  would  be  the  case  as  regards 
myself,  l'he  court  of  Exchequer  in  England  had 
formerly  its  equity  side  as  well  as  its  common  law  ju- 
risdiction. Tnis  incongruity  was  removed  a few  years 
ago  by  the  iormer  being  taken  away  from  it.  I shall 
hardly  suppose  that  we  shall  make  such  a retrograde 
steo  in  legislation  as  thus  again  to  unite  the  two  here 
**  ********  * 

1 cannot,  however,  pureuade  myself  that  this  will 
produce  a dimunitiou  ot  expense  to  suit  >rs,  or  great- 
er expedition  in  disposing  of  their  causes;  on  the 
contrary  1 believe  that  more  frequent  grounds  of 
complaints,  attributable  solely  to  the  new  system, 
will  spring  up  under  it  than  now  exist. 

It  is  objected  by  some  to  the  present  court  of  chan- 
cery, that  causes  troin  all  parts  of  the  Erovince  must 
be  carried  from  their  own  locality  to  the  tribunal  at 
Halifax  at  great  inconvenience  and  expense.  These 
they  hope  to  avoid  by  giving  to  the  Supreme  Court 
on  its  circuit  in  the  several  counties  a chancery  juiis 
diction.  I feel  well  assured  that  the  evils  to  which  - 


have  adverted  would  be  infinitely  multiplied  if  sucl 
were  the  case.  The  proceedings  in  these  suits  require 
various  steps  to  be  taken,  aLd  frequent  applications 
must  arise  lor  time;  nor  can  justice  be  properly 
administered  in  many  cases  without  granting  it.  Two 
such  postponements  ot  a cause  on  circuit,  which  the 
shortness  of  notice,  the  necessity  ot  bringing  in 
another  party — the  mistake  ot  the  attorney,  anu  the 
numerous  other  legitimate  grounds  on  which  it  may 
be  sought  render  it  hy  no  means  improbable,  that  a 
whole  year  will  be  spent  belore  the  cause  is  brought 
to  a heating.  It  the  cause  can  be  heard  an  Q decided 
then  the  evil  of  which  some  complain— that  ol  chan- 
cery matters  being  determined  by  a single  Judge— 
would  be  extended  in  its  most  objectionable  shape; 
for  without  time  for  consideration,  without  books  to 
consult,  and  under  other  obvious  disadvantages  the 
single  Judge  must  gwe  his  opinion.  Hut  every  one 
knows  that  causes  on  circuit,  are  not,  ana  cannot, 
eveu  ii  rime  permitted,  be  so  well  argued  as  at  bar; 
nor  is  it  likely  that  the  still  fess  familiar  cases  ot 
Equity,  more  especially  a newiy  introduced  system 
will  form  an  exception  to  this.  The  Judges  them* 
selves  cannot,  ou  the  iustant,  undertake  to  decide  the 
questions  which  will  arise;  nor  ii  they  did  would 
Uieir  decisions  be  satisfactory  or  submitted  to. 
Whether  reserved  by  themselves  or  taken  by  parties 
under  rule,  contested  points  would  be  brought  beloie 
the  fall  bench  at  Haliiax,  and  thus,  witu  additional 
delay  and  expense,  the  business  will  still  ultimately 
centre  in  Halifax  as  belore,  in  defiance  ot  this  measure 
which  is  intended  to  prevent  it. 

Here  you  have  the  opinion  of  those  who 
knew  better  than  any  others  in  this  country 
perhaps  what  they  were  saying.  We  know 
that  their  language  has  been  prophetic.  The 
result  has  been  that  with  reference  to  the  fore- 
closure of  mortgages — and  this  is  a question 
which  comes  home  to  every  man— -laymen  as 
well  as  lawyers — expense  .has  been  doubled. 
Every  person  who  knows  anything  of  this 
system  is  aware  that  whereas  under  the  late 
Master  of  the  Roils,  the  expense  ol  foreclosure 
was  something  like  £20,  under  the  present 
system  it  often  costs  £30  or  £40,  and  some- 
times as  high  as  £G0.  I was  astonished  to 
hear  the  statement  made  by  the  ex- Attorney 
General  that  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages 
could  be  done  as  efficiently  by  a Prothonotary 
in  the  different  counties,  and  at  a nominal 
cost.  Has  he  not  held  the  position  of  At- 
torney General  for  four  years — responsible  to 
the  people  for  the  initiation  of  such  laws  as 
are  necessary — and  now  stands  forward,  when 
shorn  ot  power,  and  admits  that  he  was  con- 
tent to  hold  office  in  the  country,  knowing 
that  he  could  prepare  a bill  which  would  tiius 
remedy  the  delays  and  expense  attendant  on 
the  foreclosure  of  mortgages.  Are  we  to 
suppose  that  his  interests  as  an  Attorney  out- 
weighed his  duty  as  a statesman  ? I believe 
no  such  measure  is  either  wise  or  practicable, 
but  let  the  hon.  member  show  me  that  it  is, 
and  he  will  place  himself  in  one  of  the  worst 
positions  that  a public  man  can  occupy — that 
of  having  concealed  such  a fact  from  the  house 
down  to  the  period  when  he  could  only  use  it 
for  the  purpose  of  obstructing  a measure  in- 
tended to  remove  delay  and  lessen  expense  in 
such  proceedings. 

I have  given  you  testimony  in  support  ol 
the  principle  of  this  bill  higher  than  which 
can  be  found  nowhere.  I have  given  you  the 
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testimony  of  those  learned  and  distinguished 
judges  when  it  was  proposed  to  make  this 
change  and  abolish  the  equity  court,  and  there 
is  not  a word  of  it  but  what  gentlemen  fa- 
miliar with  the  practice  of  the  courts  know  to 
be  sound  and  prophetical.  I require  no  other 
evidence  to  prove  that  this  measure,  instead 
of  being  originated  for  party  purposes — in- 
stead of  being  intended  for  the  elevation  of 
any  man  in  this  country, — is  one  which  we 
cannot  hesitate  for  a moment  to  approve  of 
—that  the  proof  is  clear  and  unequivocal  that 
it  is  for  the  true  interests  of  this  country  to 
restore  an  equity  court — -that  it  is  necessary 
to  have,  not  only  common  law  Judges,  but 
also  a Judge  who  shall  specially  turn  his  at- 
tention to  equity  cases — who  will  relieve  the 
courts  from  that  which  now  clogs  the  wheels 
oi  justice.  It  is  said  that  there  are  very  few 
equity  cases.  I cannot  understand  that.  I 
have  turned  back  to  a record  put  on  the 
journals  many  years  ago,  of  the  cases  in  the 
equity  court,  and  I find  that  from  ’51  to  ’55, 
less  loan  lour  years,  they  amounted  to  no  less 
than  135  causes.  And  1 find  my  hon.  col- 
league stating  here  that  the  present  Chief 
Justice  declared  a few  days  ago  that  it  was 
not  advisable  to  allow  mortgages  to  be  fore- 
closed in  the  Supreme  Court,  as  is  now  the 
practice,  but  that  they  should  first  pass  under 
the  purview  of  a Master.  Therefore,!  find  on 
every  hand  testimony,  clear  and  unequivoca, 
that  if  you  want  to  relieve  the  overburthened 
Supreme  Court,  you  must  have  the  means  of 
disposipg  of  your  equity  cases  by  a man  who 
can  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  that 
branch  of  legal  business  more  especially. 

Having  introduced  this  Bill,  it  has  become 
necessary  for  me  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  questions  which  on  other  occasions 
it  would  be  rather  my  province  to  leave  to  the 
crown  officers  of  the  country.  I can,  how- 
ever, bring  to  the  consideration  of  this  ques- 
tion common  sense.  I have  under  my  hand 
the  proof  that  the  present  system  leads  to 
endless  expense  and  serious  delays.  - so  ruin- 
ous that  the  man  who  gets  a verdict  is  gene- 
rally ruined  in  consequence  of  the  delay  and 
cost  that  is  forced  upon  him.  Even  suppose 
a man  gets  a verdict.  A rule  nisi  is  obtained, 
and  the  case  is  moved  to  Halifax.  Instead 
of  finding  that  he  has  got  to  the  end  of  the 
case,  he  is  obliged  to  go  to  Halifax  fur  argu- 
ment. Is  it  then  taken  up  ? No,  Sir  ; there 
are  no  less  than  42  of  these  unfortunate  liti 
gaots  in  the  country  told  that  the  docket  in 
Halifax  was  so  crowded  at  the  last  term  that 
the  judges  could  not  get  to  their  cases  at  all. 

t wish  to  know  whether  this  is  a state  of 
things  that  should  not  be  dealt  with.  One 
eause  at  the  last  Michaelmas  term  had  ten  or 
twelve  hearings,  and  that  was  an  Equity  case 
which  occupied  five  or  six  days.  In  fact,  the 
whole  of  these  42  arguments  might  have  been 


disposed  of  but  for  the  cause  of  Dunphy  vs . 
Wallace.  Therefore  I think  that  if  I show 
you  the  wheels  of  justice  are  so  clogged  by 
one  of  these  equity  cases,  I have  given  you 
some  idea  of  the  necessity  for  a judge  to  at- 
tend especially  to  such  matters,  and  that  I 
have  sbown  the  House  that  instead  of  this 
being  a party  measure,  it  is  one  demanded  by 
the  necessities  of  the  country  from  one  end  to 
the  other. 

Now  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester  says 
that  it  is  very  inconsistent  to  propose  to  give 
a salary  of  £800  a-year — that  it  is  altogether 
antagonistic  to  my  motion  of  retrenchment. 
Xu  connection  with  this  subject  he  brought  up 
a resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  and  said 
my  hon.  friend,  the  Attorney  General,  is  in  a 
most  inconsistent  position  because  ten  years 
ago  he  voted  for  that  resolution  which  de- 
clares that  the  title  of  Chief  Justice  was 
merely  nominal  - that  the  duties  are  merely 
nominal  - and  that  the  salary  should  be  the 
same  as  that  of  the  other  judges.  And  he 
added,  in  the  face  of  this  resolution,  you  pro- 
pose to  give  £800  to  a Judge  under  the 
Equity  Bill.  Let  the  hon.  gentleman  look  at 
my  scale  of  retrenchment,  and  he  will  find 
the  present  Chief  J ustice  placed  at  a salary 
£100  a year  above  that  of  the  other  judges. 
And  why  ? It  was  done  because  he  himself  is 
responsible  for  the  act.  He  was  one  of  the 
parties  m the  House  who  ( when  it  was  shown 
that  the  title,  was  merely  nominal,  &c.,)  voted 
down  a resolution  which  was  not  to  touch  the 
existing  incumbents.  It  was  a resolution  that 
provided  upon  the  death  of  the  then  Chief 
Justice  (Sir  B.  Halliburton),  the  rule  in  ques- 
tion should  go  into  operation.  When  he 
voted  that  down  he  fastened  £800  a year 
upon  the  country,  and  prevented  the  House 
placing  the  Chief  Justice,  as  regards  salary, 
in  the  position  of  the  other  Judges.  What 
am  I doing?  I am  bringing  in  a bill  which  is 
to  devolve  upon  the  judge  not  only  the  equity 
jurisdiction,  but  the  duties  of  a judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  also — in  fact,  double  the 
duties  which  have  to  be  performed  by  any 
other  gentleman  on  the  Bench.  Then  I tell 
the  hon.  gentleman,  in  the  face  of  the  re- 
trenchment resolution,  I am  in  the  position  to 
ask  this  House  to  give  him  the  same  salary 
and  co-ordinate  rank  with  the  present  Chief 
Justice,  whose  title  is  nominal,  and  whose 
duties  do  not  exceed  those  of  the  other 
judges. 

A few  words  may  be  said  in  reference  to 
the  able  speech  of  the  hon.  member  for  Inver- 
ness (Mr.  BlaLchard),  who  did  address  him- 
self to  the  subject  under  consideration.  He 
took  me  to  task  once  for  saying  that  he  had 
made  a judge  and  jury  speech.  When  I lisl- 
tened  to  the  fluent  and  apparently  memoritor 
manner  in  which  that  hon.  gentleman  deliver- 
ed his  ingenious  argument,  he  reminded  me 
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of  a story  I once  heard  of  a counsel  who 
made  a most  impassioned  appeal  upon  a par- 
ticular subject,  but  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
attorney  who  had  retained  him,  entirely  an- 
tagonistic to  the  side  he  was  engaged  on. 
The  attorney  stopped  him,  and  told  him  sotto 
voce  he  was  on  the  wrong  side.  Well,  he 
said,  gentlemen,  I have  told  you  what  I would 
have  said  had  I been  on  the  other  side,  and 
what  the  learned  counsel  will  say  ; but  let  me 
now  put  this  case  before  you  as  it  should  be 
ppt — let  me  place  before  you  the  naked  facts 
as  they  exist.  And  then  he  went  on,  and 
made  a still  more  eloquent  and  convincing 
speech  on  the  opposite  side  to  that  he  had 
first  descanted  upon.  I should  like  to  see 
the  hon.  gentleman  in  the  same  position. 
How  ingeniously  he  would  scatter  to  the  Wind 
all  the  sophistries  in  which  he  indulged  in  his 
speech  of  the  other  night. 

I feel,  however,  that  although  I have  not 
the  pleasure  of  getting  the  bon.  member  to 
speak  on  my  side,  two- thirds  of  his  argument 
was  really  in  favor  of  this  bill.  The  only 
fault  he  had  with  the  bill  was  that  it  did  not 
go  far  enough.  He  labored  very  strenuously 
to  prove  that  our  bill  would  not  remove  the 
existing  difficulties.  He  even  went  so  far  as 
to  prove  to  the  house  from  his  own  experi- 
ence, his  own  observation,  that  even  another 
judge  would  fail  to  clear  the  dockets.  I ap- 
peal to  the  house  if,  taking  the  hon.  gentle- 
man’s argument  from  beginning  to  end,  it  was 
not  to  show  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  six  Judges.  I am  not  willing,  however, 
to  go  that  length,  whatever  may  happen  when 
the  hon.  gentleman  gets  into  power.  But  the 
hon.  gentleman  said  Judge  Bliss  was  never 
more  zealous  or  more  successful  as  a judge 
than  a year  ago,  and  says  these  arrears  ac- 
cumulated notwithstanding  there  are  five 
Judges.  Then  the  hon.  gentleman’s  objection 
is  net  to  the  additional  judge,  but  because  the 
bill  does  not  provide  for  two  instead  of  one. 

The  hon.  gentleman  talked  about  the  spec- 
tacle our  Bench  would  exhibit  when  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  are  carried  out.  I imagine 
that  iry  hon.  Mend,  the  Attorney  General 
will  be  an  ornament  to  any  position  in  which 
he  may  be  placed,  and  that  he  could  ascend 
the  Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  take  his 
seat  there  without  finding  any  superior — with- 
out, in  the  slightest  degree,  derogating  from 
the  dignity  which  that  Bench  should  present ; 
and  I don’t  think  the  hon.  member  was  very 
happy  in  his  illustration  with  reference  to  the 
double  headed  calf.  I am  not  so  familiar 
with  these  matters  as  legai  gentlemen,  but  I 
fail  to  see  any  likelihood  of  any  conflict  arising. 
The  hon.  member  also  complaihed  that  we  in- 
tended to  take  a gentleman  out  of  this  house 
and  put  him  over  the  judges.  What  did  they 
themselves  do  the  other  day?  It  is  one  of 
the  brilliant  results  of  responsible  government 


that  you  mayiiave  the  most  able  judges — afr 
Judge  Bliss,  for  instance, — and  yet  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  most  talented  and  honored  of 
them  will  succeed  to  the  Chief  Justiceship  in 
case  of  a vacancy.  When  the  late  venerable 
Chief  Justice  departed  this  life,  a gentleman 
was  taken  from  this  house  and  put  over  the 
head  of  every  one  else  in  the  Supreme  Court 
— a gentleman  who  wras  not  their  superior  in 
any  of  those  qualities  that  adorn  tnat  high 
position.  It  is,  therefore,  a result  of  our 
present  system  ; there  is  no  novelty  in  it  ; 
nothing  that  is  regarded  as  offensive  by  the 
other  Judges.  If  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try requires^— -and  I have  shown  you?it  does — - 
that  such  a step  should  be  taken  as  that  pro- 
posed, I ask  is  there  any  one  who  feels  that 
there  is  going  to  be  anything  offensive  or  de- 
rogatory to  the  Judges  when  a gentleman 
possessing  such  eminent  qualifications  takes 
his  place  beside  them. 

The  hon.  member  undertook  to  draw  an  il- 
lustration fiom  a case  between  A.  D.  and  Y. 
Z , but  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  a Y,  Z. 
had  much  to  do  with  it.  All  1 can  say  is  that 
the  case  he  adduces  was  not,  in  my  opinion,  an 
equity  case  at  all.  It  appeared  to  me  to  be 
rather  a case  of  fraudulent  title.  I will  as- 
sume, however,  that  the  hon.  member  is  right, 
and  I am  entirely  wrong  ; and  yet  I do  not  see 
any  such  difficulty  as  he  anticipates.  He 
would  like  to  insinuate  that  the  Chief  Justice 
would  be  interfered  with,  and  that  the  gentle- 
man elevated  to  the  same  co-ordinate  rank 
would  derogate  from  hi3  position,  and  that 
difficulties  would  arise  in  arranging  prece- 
dence. Now  what  does  the  bill  provide  for. 
An  intermixture  of  law  and  equity  ? No, 
sir,  that  a certain  portion  of  the  term  shall  be 
set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  equity  cases, 
and  the  remainder  for  the  cornmoD  law.  And 
the  Chief  Justice  in  Equity  presides  during 
that  portion  of  the  term  set  apart  for  the 
equity  side  of  the  court.  That  at  once  re- 
moves the  entire  difficulty  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  conjures  up,  and  which,  it  does  nut 
appear  to  me,  would  be  likely  to  suggest  itself 
to  any  person  possessing  true  dignity  of 
character. 

The  hon,  member  for  Goysboro’  addressed 
this  House  in  a remarkably  animated  manner. 
I feel  that  a good  deal  that  fell  from  that  hon. 
gentleman  was  not  very  judicious,  although 
he  boasted  of  his  good  taste  ; and  I regret  it 
was  said,  for  it  naturally  elicited  statements 
from  the  other  side  that  I confess  I had  rather 
had  not  been  made.  The  hon.  member  him- 
self must  have  felt  that  the  course  he  was  pur- 
suing was  calculated  to  invite  retaliation.  I 
wish  that  this  measure  should  be  dealt  with 
on  its  own  inherent  merits.  I have  endeavor- 
ed to  give  some  evidence  that  the  public  in- 
terests demand  this  step  should  be  taken.  It 
is  a measure  of  too  responsible  a character  to 
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be  mixed  up  with  the  irrelevant  discussions 
that  gentlemen  opposite  have  thought  proper 
to  introduce.  The  hon.  member  for  Gtiys- 
boro  spoke  of  the  quarter  whence  evidence 
should  come.  I have  endeavored  to  give  him 
testimony  just  as  respectable  qs  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  himself  adduced.  lie  said  the 
judges  should  have  been  consulted,  and  l have 
given  him  the  sentiments  of  the  most  emi- 
nent judges  that  ever  adorned  our  Bench. 
The  hon.  member  undertook  to  go  a little  too 
far  in  behalf  of  Judge  Bliss  when  he  said  he 
would  never  ascend  the  Bench  under  this 
Bill.  Where  is  his  authority  for  such  a state- 
ment ? He  says  to  the  Government  that  he 
will  be  ready  to  accept  a pension  and  retire, 
and  at  the  same  time  adds,  if  it  is  not  given 
he  will  remain  a judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  discharge  to  the  best  of  Irs  ability  the 
important  duties  that  his  office  requires  from 
him.  I think  the  hon.  member  has  no  right 
to  assume  that  the  Bench  is  to  be  entirely  de- 
prived of  the  valuable  services  of  that  Judge  ; 
and  whilst  the  Government  have  thought  pro- 
per to  make  such  provision  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  yet  they  are  not  prepared 
to  accept  the  statement  of  the  hon.  member 
that,  if  this  bill  pass,  Judge  Bliss  will  not  take 
such  a share  of  the  public  duty  as  he  can. 
No  man  who  knows  that  venerable  judge  but 
must  feel  that  his  whole  life  has  been  marked 
by  a readiness  to  discharge  his  public  duty  ; 
and  no  one  knows  it  better  than  myself,  hav- 
ing attended  him  in  a professional  capacity. 
I did  all  I could  do  recently  to  prevent  him 
going  on  the  Bench  ; but  all  my  remonstrances 
could  not  deter  him  from  attempting  to  do 
what*  he  considered  to  be  his  duty,  and  the  re- 
sult, we  all  know,  was  most  injurious  to  his 
health. 

The  hon.  member  went  out  of  his  place 
when  he  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  hopes 
that  thi3  measure  demanded  by  the  public  in- 
terests— brought  down  here  by  the  govern- 
ment in  the  discharge  of  their  public  duty — to 
be  passed  by  an  overwhelming  vote  of  the 
people’s  representatives — by  those  who  are 
just  fresh  from  the  people,  and  can  legitimate 
ly  claim  to  represent  public  sentiment— tha 
fchi3  measure  would  be  rejected  by  a branch 
entirely  independent  of  the  - popular  voice. 
When  the  hon.  member  assumed  that  the 
Upper  Branch  was  willing  to  put  themselves 
in  the  position  before  this  house  and  country 
of  beiDg  purely  obstructive  in  respect  to  one 
ot  the  mo3t  solemn  duties  that  the  house  can 
be  called  upon  to  perform — to  provide  for  the 
efficient  administration  of  justice — when  he 
assumed  that  the  Upper  Branch  would  place 
itself  in  antagonism  to  the  people’s  represen- 
tatives,— I say  he  forgot  what  was  due  to  him- 
self and  this  assembly  as  well  as  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  1 know  that  the  government 
are  weak  there,  but  although  the  council  may 
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be  independent  of  the  popular  voice,  although 
there  may  be  gentlemen  in  it  disposed  to  as- 
sume a factious  opposition  to  the  government 
and  House  of  Assembly,  I cannot  believe 
the  majority  will  so  far  forget  themselves  and 
their  duty  to  the  country,  as  to  refuse  to  ac- 
cede to  the  wishes  of  the  people’s  representa- 
tives, and  to  provide  for  the  efficient  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  the  Province. 

The  hon.  member  went  farther,  and  took  a 
still  more  unwarrantable  liberty,  when  he  pre- 
sumed to  say  that  the  Queen’s  Representative 
would  be  justified  on  a measure  purely  of  local 
import,  on  a question  touching  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  in  trampling  under  his  feet 
the  wishes  of  a majority  in  this  House  and  of 
the  Upper  Branch.  The  hon.  member  forgot 
what  was  due  to  this  Legislature — due  to  his 
own  self-respect,  and  to  the  people  he  repre- 
sents. Are  these  the  boasted  results  of  Res- 
ponsible Government?  That  the  people  may 
speak  in  a voice  of  thunder,  that  the  second 
branch  may  endorse  that  action,  and  yet  the 
representative  of  Majesty,  identified  with  no 
party,  shall  be  warranted  in  trampling  down 
the  wishes  of  both  branches.  The  hon- 
ourable member  also  talked  about  going 
across  the  water.  The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position has  disposed  of  that  matter.  The 
constitution  of  the  country  has  been  al- 
tered by  the  advice  of  the  late  Attorney  Gene- 
ral and  Solicitor  General— the  direct  authority 
which  the  crown  had  in  the  appointment  of 
judges  has  been  entirely  removed.  However, 
the  suggestion  of  the  bon.  member  is  the  last 
one  that  should  come  from  any  representative 
of  the  people  who  values  the  people’s  rights. 
Such  interference  with  our  internal  concerns, 
if  it  could  be  practiced  for  a single  hour,  would 
prove  that  responsible  government  i3  but  a 
mockery  and  a snare. 


SUMMARY  REPORT. 


Tuesday,  May  3rd,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

A Bill  relating  to  River  Fisheries  was  read  a 
third  time — also  the  chapter  “ of  Wills  of  Beal 
Estate,” 

Hon.  Afcty.  General  introduced  a bill  against 
illegal  enlistment.  The  hon.  gentleman  stated 
that  the  Bill  contained  three  clauses,— the  first 
is  taken  almost  verbatim  from  the  English  Fo- 
reign Enlistment  Act,  and  is  aimed  at  persona 
who  attempt  to  enlist,  or  procure,  or  hire  any 
persons  to  enlist  in  any  foreign  service.  But  as 
this  would  not  meet  the  case  of  young  persons 
who  are  seduced  from  their  homes  on  other  pre- 
tences, and  afterwards  induced,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  liquor,  or  other  means,  to  enlist,  the  ses 
cond  clause  is  framed  to  meet  such  a case.  The 
third  clause  is  aimed  at  persons  who  shall  for  any 
purpose  induce  minors  to  leave  the  Province 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guar- 
dians. 
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The  House  went  into  Committee,  and  passed 
the  above  named  Bill. 

Several  amendments  made  by  the  Council  to 
Chapters  in  the  Revised  Statutes  were  next  taken 
tip  and  disposed  of,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

* AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  at  3 o’clock. 

A message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council,  stating  that  they  had  agreed  to  an  act 
for  the  appointment  of  an  Equity  Judge  with  cer- 
tain amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  Registration  Bill  were 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Archibald  reiterated  his  objections  of  the 
previous  day.  He  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
centralization  principle  involved  in  the  bill,  and 
to  the  appointment  of  an  officer  at  a large  expense, 
which  would  necessarily  follow.  He  moved  a re- 
solution embodying  his  views. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sect,  rid  that  the  bill  which  pass- 
ed the  House  with  the  sanction  ol  members  on 
both  sides,  provided  that  after  & registry  had  ta- 
ken place  in  a section  of  a county,  it  should  be 
made  a second  time  in  the  same  county.  After 
the  bill  had  passed  the  House  the  attention  of  the 
Government  was  called  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  not  so  efficient  as  it  would  be  if  it  provided 
that  a competent  person  should  have  charge  of  the 
system.  It  w&3  pointed  out  to  them  that  the  bill 
might  be  so  altered  as  to  accomplish  the  object  of 
eecuring  the  efficient  assistance  of  some  person 
who  could  attend  to  the  working  of  the  measure, 
and  at  the  same  time  largely  reduce  the  expense 
that  arose  from  having  18  county  officers  largely 
paid  to  perform  the  same  work  in  the  same  coun- 
ty ft  second  time — that  is,  after  the  district  offi- 
cers had  performed  it.  An  amendment  was  in- 
troduced into  the  Council,  providing  that  the  dis- 
trict registrars  should  be  required  to  send  their 
original  registers  to  the  Board  of  Statistics  in  Ha- 
lifax, of  which  the  Financial  Secretary  was  the 
head,  who  would  have  copies  made  of  these  docu- 
ments and  transmitted  to  the  Registrars  of  Deeds 
in  every  county.  By  this  means  it  was  felt  that 
« large  expense  would  be  saved,  since  as  already 
pointed  out,  a number  of  county  officers,  contem- 
plated under  the  original  bill,  were  dispensed  with, 
whilst  the  advantage  of  having  the  whole  system 
brought  under  the  purview  of  one  competent  per- 
son was  so  obvious  as  to  require  no  elaborate  ar- 
guments in  its  favor.  He  would  also  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  bill,  if  it  had  passed  as 
originally  framed,  would  have  necessitated  the  em- 
ployment of  additional  assistance  in  the  Post-office 
department,  and  therefore,  it  was  evident  the  pas- 
sage of  the  amendments  could  not  lead  to  any 
greater  expense  than  was  first  contemplated.-— 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Government  felt 
called  upon  to  give  their  consent  to  the  adoption, 
of  amendments  which  so  clearly  not  only  improv- 
ed, but  actually  lessened  the  expense  of  a measure 
which,  it  was  agreed  on  all  sides,  was  necessary 
m this  country. 

The  Provincial  Secretary  then  referred  to  the 
position  taken  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  on 
this  subject,  and  commented  strongly  on  the  fact 
that  that  hon.  gentleman  had  introduced  a bill  on 
March  2nd,  1861— not  pro  forma , as  he  had  sta- 
ted on  the  previous  day,  but  nearly  a month  after 


the  Legislature  had  been  opened,  in  his  capacity  as 
Attorney  General  and  member  of  the  Government, 
“ to  provide  for  the  registration  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths.”  This  bill,  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  ha  said,  was  carefully  prepared,  and 
contained  something  like  21  clauses,  with  sche- 
dules drawn  out  in  full  ; and  in  addition  showed 
throughout  the  evidence  that  it  had  undergone 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  Government  of  the 
day.  The  bill  stated  that  “ the  Governor  in  Coun- 
cil shall  appoint  (not  the  Financial  Secretary)  but 
a Registrar  General  of  Birth*,  Marriages,  and 
Deaths,  who  shall  reside  in  Hali  ax.  More  than 
that,  it  added— 4 ‘ with  suitable  salaries  for  him- 
self avd  clerk.” 

Mr.  Archibald  interrupted  the  hon.  gentleman 
to  state  that  it  wag  not  introduced  as  a Govern- 
ment measure,  but  merely  to  bring  before  the 
House  the  subject  of  registration.  It  was  the 
production  of  Dr.  Cramp,  who  asked  him  to  sub- 
mit it  to  the  House. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  in  that  case,  the  position 
of  the  bon.  gentleman  was  infinitely  more  morti- 
fying. The  first  crown  officer  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
a member  of  an  Administration,  acknowledged 
that  he  got  gentlemen  in  the  country  to  frame 
Government  measures,  and  that  he  was  merely 
the  tool  and  mouth-piece  to  do  that  which  he  could 
not  originate  himself.  Was  it  not  a most  humi- 
liating acknowledgment  for  him  to  make,  that 
he  actually  came  into  the  House,  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Legislature,  introduced  a bill  and  al- 
lowed his  name  to  be  put  to  it,  and  entered  on 
the  Journals, — permitted  himself  to  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  all  time  to  come  for  a measure  on  a 
moat  important  question,  of  which  he  himself 
knew  nothing. 

The  bill  in  question  also  provided,  as  the  pre- 
sent measure  did,  for  district  registrars,  and  not 
for  county  registrars.  With  regard  to  evidence, 
it  provided  that  an  affidavit  made  before  the  Pro- 
thonotary  in  the  city  of  Halifax,  by  this  officer  in 
Halifax,  shall  be  evidence  in  all  the  courts  of  law. 
And  in  addition  to  eating  up  all  the  funds  arising 
from  the  registration,  for  the  heavy  expenses  en- 
tailed, the  bill  provided  machinery  for  levying 
aqd  gathering  a tax  upon  the  counties  to  supply 
all  the  remaining  cost  of  working  the  system. — 
Therefore,  he  asked  the  House,  was  it  not  a most 
humiliating  attitude  for  the  hon.  gentleman,  in 
the  face  of  this  bill,  to  come  forward  and  intro- 
duce the  resolution  he  had  that  day.  Never  be- 
fore had  he  seen  a gentleman  so  eat  up  all  his 
previous  pledges  in  order  to  give  a factious  oppo- 
sition to  a Government. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  if  gentlemen  had  not 
been  so  much  accustomed  to  the  hon.  gentleman’s 
style  of  eloquence,  they  would  have  thought 
there  was  something  in  the  vehement  remarks  he 
had  just  addressed  to  them.  This  story  of  humili- 
ation had  been  so  often  repeated,  that  it  was  a 
wonder  that  the  gentlemen  opposing  the  hon.  mem- 
ber were  not  all  on  their  knees  by  this  time.  The 
hon  Prov.  Sec.  appeared  to  forget  that  instead  of 
lecturing  others,  he  was  actually  censuring  him- 
self. The  Government,  of  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man was  a leading  mind,  had  elaborated  and 
passed  a measure  in  the  house,  and  now  came  for- 
ward and  declared  it  was  most  inefficient.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  observed  that  he  (Mr,  A.) 
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was  responsible  for  every  line  of  the  Bill  alluded 
to  ; but  surely  he  knew  that  every  day  gentlemen 
introduced  Bills  for  which  they  were  not  respon- 
sible. If  he  introduced  the  Bill  as  a private  indi- 
vidual, and  not  as  a member  of  the  Government, 
and  in  addition  to  that  did  not  even*  prees 
the  house  to  carry  out  its  policy,  it  was  obvious 
that  the  hon  gentleman’s  whole  argument  fell  to 
the  ground.  Bid  he  mean  to  uphold  the  strange 
doctrine  that  that  was  such  an  endorsement  of  the 
whole  contents  of  the  Bill  that  the  introducer  was 
for  all  time  thereafter  bound  to  hold  his  tongue  ? 
He  told  the  hon.  gentleman  that  that  Bill  was 
never  prepared  by  him  ; that  the  very  alterations 
were  not  made  even  by  a member  of  the  late  Gov- 
ernment, but  were  the  pencil  marks,  he  believed, 
of  a gentleman  who  had  long  been  exceedingly 
anxious  to  introduce  a system  of  Registration. 
Therefore  he  contended  he  waa  never  pledged  to 
the  policy  of  the  Bill,  and  he  would  be  exceed- 
ingly sorry  if  it  were  so.  The  house,  he  felt,  per- 
fectly appreciated  the  character  of  the  argument 
with  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  favored  the 
house.  It  waa  just  like  the  argument  a boy  ad- 
dresses to  another  on  the  street.  He  said  “You’re 
a — and  the  answer  was,  “ You’re  another.” 
Mr.  Archibald  concluded  by  reiterating  his  opin- 
ion that  the  principle  was  wrong  of  centralizing 
the  whole  system  of  Registration  in  Halifax,  and 
that  the  Government  could  not  consistently  ask 
a majority  to  change  a policy  which  had  been  in- 
troduced by  themselves,  and  had  received  the  en- 
dorsement of  the  house. 

Hon.  Att.  Gen.  said  that  he  had  endeavored 
on  the  previous  day  to  show  the  house  that  cen- 
tralization was  essential  to  the  satisfactory  work- 
ing of  the  Bill,  and  it  was  therefore  needless  to 
go  over  the  same  ground  again.  He  had  not 
hesitated  to  tell  the  house  that  in  bis  opinion  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Council  were  an  im- 
provement upon  the  measure  as  it  had  first  passed 
through  the  lower  branch.  Any  one  acquainted 
with  the  objects  of  the  system,  must  see  that  it 
was  not  intended  to  effect  anything  that  waa  like- 
ly to  be  useful  as  a county  measure  ; bqf  it  was 
intended  to  be  beneficial  at  some  future  period  to 
the  inhabitants  at  large,  unconnected  with  county 
organizations.  There  was  no  analogy  between 
this  system  and  the  registration  of  deeds  in  a 
county.  The  deed  was  registered  where  the  land 
was  situated,  and  where  it  remained  ; but  when 
you  registered  a birth,  marriage  or  death  you 
were  doing  something  connected  with  an  individ- 
ual— with  something  that  was  not  stationary  and 
settled  ; you  were  effecting  something  which 
might  be  useful  long  after  the  event  had  occurred. 
Such  information  ought  to  be  centralized  at  one 
point,  where  persons  resorting  to  this  country  tor 
proof  of  matters  that  had  occurred  years  ago, 
could  be  satisfied.  As  respects  the  Registrars  of 
Deeds,  their  duties  would  be  almost  nominal,  but 
such  as  they  were,  they  could  be  easily  remuner- 
ated by  the  house. 

Dr.  Brown  said  that  he  had  patiently  listened 
to  the  arguments  of  both  sides  on  the  question  be- 
fore the  House,  but  had  heard  nothing  to  convince 
him  that  the  bill  would  be  improved  by  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Council.  These  amendments 
changed  the  whole  character  of  the  bill,  and  it  was 


unreasonable  for  the  Government  to  expect  their 
supporters  to  vote  in  its  favor  under  its  present 
aspect.  He  had  heartily  concurred  in  the  bill  as 
prepared  by  the  Government,  carefully  examined 
and  perfected  in  committee,  and  assented  to  by 
all  parties  in  the  House.  The  bill  sent  down  by 
the  Council  was  entirely  different,  and  in  many 
points  directly  opposite  to  the  bill  passed  by  this 
House.  He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by  stating  his  reasons  for  opposing  the  bill 
in  its  present  shape.  They  were  similar  to  those 
expressed  by  other  speakers  in  the  course  of  the 
debate.  He  was  opposed  to  centralization.  These 
statistics  should  be  gathered  and  registered  in  the 
different  counties  where  the  information  was  more 
especially  required.  The  argument  as  to  the  sim- 
ilarity of  theme  institutions  to  the  registration  of 
deeds,  was,  he  thought,  entirely  in  point.  He 
had  always  disapproved  of  and  opposed  creating 
new  and  expensive  departments  in  Halifax. 

Mr.  Archibald’s  amendment  was  lost  on  the 
following  division  : 

For — Heffernan,  Parker,  Miller,  Blackwood, 
Blanchard,  Archibald,  S.  Campbell,  Ann&nd, 
Robertson,  E.  L.  Brown — 11. 

Against — dost,  McDonnell,  D.  Fraser,  Prov. 
Sec  , Fin.  Sec.,  J.  McDonald,  McF&rkne,  Donkin, 
McKay,  Shannon,  Bill,  J.  Campbell,  More, 
Longley,  Hill,  Kaulbaek,  Atty.  Genl.,  Slociamb, 
McKinnon,  Smyth,  Balcam,  King,  Caldwell,  Sol. 
Genl— 24. 

The  amendments  then  passed.  An  amendment 
was  also  made  to  pay  the  Registrars  of  Deeds  20 
cents. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Archibald,  the  Prov.  Sec’y 
stated  that  the  Government  did  not  intend  any 
expense  under  the  bill  beyond  a margin  of  $800, 
whereas  under  the  original  measure  the  expense 
exceeded  $2000. 

BILL  TO  INCREASE  REPRESENTATION  OF  CAPE  BEE- 

TOW. 

Mr.  Caldwell  said  that  in  the  absence  of  his 
hon.  colleague  (Mr.  Bourinot)  he  would  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  addi- 
tional representation  for  the  county  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton. He  alluded  to  the  fact  that  that  county  was 
the  third  in  the  Province  in  respect  to  popula- 
tion (25,000) — to  its  immense  area  of  10,000 
square  miles,  and  to  its  unparalleled  resources. 
He  contended  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the 
house  could  no  longer  defer  an  act  of  justice  to 
Cape  Breton.  Both  sides  of  the  house,  in  times 
past,  had,  confessed  that  that  county  was  en- 
titled to  a larger  representation  than  it  now  en- 
joyed, and  he  trusted  that  the  government  would 
not  hesitate  for  a moment  as  to  the  courge  they 
ought  to  pursue. 

Messrs.  Miller  and  Blanchard  pursued  a sim- 
ilar line  of  argument,  and  pointed  out  the  an&mo- 
lies  that  now  existed  in  respect  to  representation 
in  the  Province. 

Mr.  McFarlane,  Mr.  Tobin,  Dr.  Hamilton  and 
Dr.  Brown  did  not  deny  the  right  of  Cape  Breton 
to  have  an  additional  member,  and  spoke  of  the 
desirability  of  having  a general  measure  on  the 
subject  of  representation  which  would  be  more 
equitable  than  the  present  system. 

Hon.  Prov.  Seo.  said  that  it  was  not  advisable 
to  increase  the  representation  except  on  the  eve  ®f 
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a general  election.  He  agreed  as  to  the  right  of 
Cape  Breton  to  have  an  additional  representative, 
and  pointed  out  that  both  sides  of  the  bouse  hs>.d 
of  late  years  introduced  measures  to  give  this  right 
effect. 

Mr.  Blanchard  pointed  out  that  in  1882  *n 
act  was  passed  increasing  the  representation  of 
Cape  Breton,  and  which  took  effect  immediately. 

Mr.  Longley  objected  to  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  representatives  in  the  Assembly,  and 
thought  it  best  to  wait  until  a general  measure 
was  introduced. 

Mr.  Caldwell  said  he  would  prefer  the  Bill 
having  immediate  effect  ; but  as  the  sense  of  the 
house  appeared  to  be  against  it,  he  would  give 
way. 

The  Bill  was  then  allowed  to  go  into  committee, 
where  it  was  amended  so  as  to  give  at  next 
general  election  another  representative  to  the 
county. 

The  Bill  having  passed  through,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  4th. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  house  met  at  11  o’clock. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  L C.  to  the  Equity 
Bill  were  taken  up. 

Mr.  Archibald  made  a few  observations  which 
were  entirely  inaudible. 

Eon.  Atiy.  General  said  that  he  had  been  en- 
gaged on  the  previous  evening  in  looking  over  the 
chapter  on  equity  proceedings,  with  a view  of 
making  those  alterations  that  would  be  necessary 
to  give  efficacy  to  the  bill  now  before  the  House, 
sad  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  duties 
that  would  devolve  upon  a Judge  in  Equity  were 
of  a character  that  would  task  to  the  utmost  the  en- 
ergies and  abilities  of  any°one  who  might  occupy 
■ the  position.  No  one  could  make  a review  of  his 
duties  without  being  convinced  that  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  would  be  very  largely  relieved 
from  the  engagements  that  now  interfered  With 
their  common  law  business.  He  felt  persuaded 
that  the  Bill  would  tend  to  simplify,  and  bring 
into  a harmonious  system  and  very  convenient 
action,  that  which,  at  present  was  exceedingly 
heterogenous  in  its  arrangements— that  ie,  the  in- 
termixture of  haw  and  equity.  He  was  far  from 
thinking  that  the  arrangements  contemplated  by 
the  Bill  were  of  a temporary  character.  He  be- 
lieved if  the  duties  were  attended  to  with  the  de- 
gree of  attention  necessary,  the  result  would  be 
a very  great  improvement  is.  the  administration 
of  justice  in  our  courts  of  law. 

The  amendments  were  then,  passed. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  brouglt  in  the  Mines  and 
Minerals  report  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bourinot, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted. 

The  Post-office  report  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Longley  took  exception  to  the  report  on 
the  ground  that  it  entailed  a large  additional  ex- 
pense. It  proposed  to  raise  the  salaries  of  a large 
number  of  Postmasters— many  of  them  by  fully  50 
per  cent.,  which  he  deemed  not  advisable  at  the 
present  time.  Twenty-five  additional  way-offices 
were  to  be  made  post-office®,  which  would  cost,  in 
all  likelihood,  an  additional  sum  of  £5  each; 


fifty  new  rides,  at  about  £15  each,  were  to  be  es 
t&bli&hed  ; the  Postmaster  at  South  Sydney  was 
to  be  given  £25  in  connection  with  a loss  he  had 
sustained  by  the  dishonesty  uf  a clerk  in  his  of- 
fice ; an  increase  of  salary  was  recommended  for 
the  junior  clerks  in  the  poet- office  here,  &e.  All 
the  recommendations  of  the  report,  Mr.  Longley 
calculated,  would  create  an  additional  expense 
of  £1071.  He  was  afraid,  too,  that  next  year 
the  encouragement  givemnow  would  induce  others 
to  coine  forward  and  get  an  increase  of  salary, 
and  the  establishment  of  new  rides,  &c.  He  fully 
appreciated  the  labors  of  the  committee,  but  still 
he  thought  the  house  should  be  very  careful  be- 
fore it  adopted  its  report.  A part  of  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  session  bad  not  exactly  met  his  ideas 
of  the  principles  of  economy,  and  he  felt  com- 
pelled to  ask  the  house  to  consider  deliberately 
what  it  was  doing. 

Hon.  Sol  Gsar.  assured  the  House  that  every 
gentleman  on  the  committee  had  given  the  mat- 
ters that  came  before  them  aa  attention  which  had 
never  before  perhaps  been  given  They  had  re- 
commended nothing  that  they  did  not  believe,  af- 
ter careful  examination,  was  necessary  in  view  of 
the  public  exigencies.  He  pointed  out  that  a 
number  of  the  cases  alluded  to  by  the  hon,  mem- 
ber there  was  actually  a lessening  of  expense.  For 
instance,  many  of  the  rides  were  shortened,  and 
the  routes  changed,  and  the  cost  necessarily  dim- 
inished. The  committee  throughout  had  endea- 
vored to  keep  economy  in  view,  as  long  as  it  did 
not  interfere  with  the  public  convenience  and  ad- 
vantage. He  was  not  going  to  take  up  every  item 
as  he  could,  and  show  its  necessity  &g  it  appeared 
to  the  committee.  All  he  could  say  was,  that  the 
matters  before  them  had  had  an  amount  of  consi- 
deration that  was  rarely  given — a fact  which  he 
thought  should  be  considered  by  the  House  in 
dealing  with  the  subject. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  the  hon.  member  for 
Annapolis  had  turned  his  back  on  retrenchment 
the  whole  session,  and  now  at  the  last  came  up 
and  advocated  it.  Well,  everyone  knew  that  there 
was  likely  to  be  an  election  in  Annapolis  ere  long, 
and  how  opportune  it  would  be  for  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  goten  the  hustings  and  exclaim — “ Hid 
I not  try  to  retrench  the  Post-office  reporta.” 

Mr.  Blanchard  then  went  on  to  my  that  no- 
thing in  1862  had  been  more  obnoxious  to  him 
than  the  proposal  to  retrench  in  the  postal  ser- 
vice. He  was  satisfied  that  the  people  would  ra- 
ther do  without  their  mosey  for  roads  and  bridges 
than  lose  their  postal  communication.  He  also 
'pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  revenue  of  the  depart- 
ment was  gradually  increasing  of  late  years,  and 
stated  that  in  many  cases  the  recommendations 
of  the  report,  if  carried  out,  would  actually  re- 
duce the  expenses  of  the  service. 

Mr.  Tobin  took  a view  similar  to  that  of  Mr. 
Longley.  He  said  he  believed  that  the  committee 
had  discharged  their  duties;  faithfully,  but  never- 
theless, he  hardly  thought  the  House  should  sanc- 
tion the  additional  expense  recommended.  He 
believed  the  postal  service  was  quite  efficiently 
worked  under  existing  circumstances,  and  that  it 
was  not  wise  to  add  to  its  burthens  It  should  be 
the  object  of  the  House  to  husband  the  means  of 
the  country  in  order  to  provide  for  any  unfortu- 
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nate  contingency  that  might  occur.  He  conclud- 
ed by  moving  the  following  resolution  : — 

Unsolved , That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House 
that  the  salaries  of  the  Postmasters  or  Way-officers 
should  not  bo  increased,  and  no  new  rides  estab- 
lished except  considered  absolutely  necessary  by 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Miller  said  the  bon  member  for  Annapo- 
lis moved  nothing,  but  simply  attacked  the  re- 
port, and  star  - ; d a debate  which  was  going  to  cost 
the  country  £100  at  least. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  was  the  hen.  member’s 
idea  of  retrenchment. 

The  House  adjourned  at  one. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  at  3 o’clock. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  Bills 
and  took  up  the  chapter  on  Thoceedings  in 
Equity,  and  passed  the  same  with  amendments. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Okas.  Campbell,  a Bill 
to  amend  the  Act  concerning  the  congregations 
of  the  Presby  terian  Church  of  the  Lower  Pro- 
vinces of  British  North  America,  was  taken  up. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable  any  person 
who  may  have  paid  any  monies  towards  the 
erection  of  any  p ace  of  worship  or  manse,  be- 
longing to  either  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Nova  Scotia  or  the  Free  Church  of  Nova  Scotia 
before  the  Union,  and  who  dissented  from  such 
Union,  to  claim  the  repayment  of  the  same  from 
the  Trustees  of  such  church,  and  in  default  to 
have  the  same  referred  to  arbitration. 

Mr.  James  McDonald,  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  whom  this  bill  was  referred,  ex- 
plained that  the  bill,  as  origin  l y introduc  d, 
em  owered  any  person  who  belonged  o either 
of  »he  Presbyterian  todies  before  the  union  in 
1880,  who  had  contributed  monies  to  the  erec- 
tion ■ f churches  or  manses,  a d who  deserted 
from  such  union,  to  recover  back  the  monies 
bo  contributed  by  an  actio  of  law.  The  com- 
mittee thought  t is  rather  an  extreme  remedy, 
a d,  acting  upon  the  bill  introduced  by  the 
member  for  Colchester  (Mr.  Archibald)  in 
1862,  which  recognized  the  principle  that  the 
rights  of  private  individuals  should  be  preser- 
ved, b t which  did  not  poi  t out  the  modu,  they 
modified  the  bid  so  s to  enable  the  parties  to 
have  their  rights  ascertained  by  each  ne  ap« 
pointing  an  arbitrator,  a d in  c :-e  of  disa  r e- 
ment,  the  matter  to  be  decided  by  an  arbitrator 
to  be  appointed  by  a Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court 

Mr.  Blanchard  objected  to  the  bill  as  a piece 
of  personal  legislation,  designed  to  benefit  a few 
individuals  belonging  to  a s articular  congrega- 
tion in  Cape  (re ton. 

Mr  Archibald  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
the  doctrine  .advocated  by  the  member  for 
Pictou.  It  amounted  to  this  : that  any  person 
who  contributed  to  any  benevolent  institution, 
would  have  the  right  to  claim  bis  donation  back 
again  if  he  became  dissasfied  with  the  mode  in 
which  its  affairs  were  con  ucted. 

He  could  hardly  believe  that  a y party  ma- 
jority could  be  found  to  support  this  bill.  Tfce 
House  was  ca.led  upon  n t to  enforce  any  rights 
that  actually  existed,  (for  if  there  were  any,  the 
law  of  the  land  was  sufficient  to  vindicate  them,) 
but  it  was  asked  to  c eate  rights  for  the  purpose 


of  satisfying  a minority  of  some  six  or  seven 
persons  who  would  not  agree  to  the  action  of 
the  majority. 

Mr.  MFarlane  commented  upon  the  gross 
injustice  of  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  member 
for  Colchester  in  1862.  As  regards  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House,  although  perhaps  he  would  not 
go  ihe  whole  length  contempt  ted  by  it,  he 
could  easily  imagine  the  hardships  it  was  de- 
signed to  remedy. 

Hon.  Afcfcy.  Gen’S  expressed  himself  briefly 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  He  considered  that  where 
individuals  bad  contributed  large  sums  of  mo- 
ney to  the  support  of  a partic  lar  congregation, 
and  the  funds  so  con  ributed  were  handed  over 
to  another  church  from  whose  doctrines  they 
conscientiously  differed,  great  ground  of  cohi- 
plaint  existed. 

Mr.  Charles  Campbell,  denied  that  he  had 
any  personal  interest  in  the  matter.  Whatever 
his  rights  were,  he  did  not  trouble  the  House 
with  them.  He  asserted  that  the  Union  of  the 
Churches  was  brought  about  f r political  purpo- 
ses, and  because  the  mi  ority  whose  rights  he 
was  defending  refused  to  agree  to  it,  a most  in- 
iquitous Bill  was  passed  through  the  Legisla- 
ture which  deprived  them  of  their  rights,  and 
vested  the  property  which  belonged  to  them  in 
the  hands  of  others.  As  regards  the  small  num- 
ber -who  had  signed  the  petition,  he  did  not 
think  that  affected  the  question— -many  more 
could  have  been  got,  but  the  rights  of  a few  (if 
they  had  any.)  should  be  preserved  as  sacredly 
as  t ose  of  a thousand. 

Mr.  Blackwood  was  astonished  to  hear  the 
statement  that  this  Union  wa«  accomplished  for 
political  purposes.  He  believed  that  the  men 
who  brought  it  about  were  actuated  by  higher 
motives.  As  one  of  the  committee  on  this  Biil, 
he  would  say  that  gentlemen  had  been  before 
them  who  declared  that  no  private  rights  had 
be  n sacrificed.  Those  who  had  pews  could 
sell  them,  or  use  them  as  they  pleased. 

Mr.  S.  i>cDonn<dI,  who  was  also  a member  of 
the  Committee,  said  that  the  Bill  of  1862  recog- 
nized the  principle  that  private  rights  should  be 
preserved  ; but  it  neglected  to  point  out  the 
mode.  This  Bill  was  therefore  only  intended 
to  remedy  the  defect  and  maue  perfect  the  or- 
ginal  law. 

Hon.  Sol  General  condemned  the  act  of  1862 
ss  one  of  the  m st  sweeping  acts  by  which  pri- 
vate property  had  been  legislated  away,  that  he 
had  ever  heard  of.  Looking  upon  this  question 
irrespective  of  any  political  or  religious  consi- 
deration, he  thought  that  the  rights  of  these 
parties  had  been  most  unjustly  interfered  with, 
and  that  they  w.re  entitled  to  redress. 

The  debate  was  then  adjourned  till  the  next 
day  ; and  the  House  adjourned  until  11  o’clock 
the  next  day. 


Thursday  May  5. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock,  and  went  into 
Committee,  and  took  up  the  bill  in  reference  to 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Parker  addressed  the  House  against  the 
bill.  He  contended  that  property  once  made 
over  to  the  church  was  the  church’s  property. 
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and  that  if  the  bill  was  carried  into  effect,  it 
would  cause  dissension  throughout  the  Province. 
It  w<  uld  not  only  work  injury  to  the  Presbyte- 
rian communhies,  but  would  establish  a princi- 
ple which  would  be  productive  of  infinite  harm 
to  all  sec^s  in  the  country. 

Mr  Archibald  alluded  to  *he  ucanin  ity  with 
which  the  churches  bad  been  united.  The  pre- 
sen bill,  he  said,  was  not  an  attack  upon  a 
certainparty  holding  one  set  of  political  princi- 
ples, but  upon  all  parties  He  considered  that 
it  had  its  origin  solely  from  personal  difficulties 
and  which  did  not  occur  in  consequence  of  the 
Union  Before  the  Union  was'consummated  the 
bon.  member  for  Victoria  had  qu  rrelied  with 
his  clergyman,  and  even  thought  it  necessary  to 
enforce  some  rights  he  had  against  him  by  an 
act  of  law.  If  that  was  the  case,  if  that  was  the 
origin  of  thed  fficulty,  could  the  House  approve 
of  the  bill  ? Was  it  right  to  bring  a personal 
quarrel  into  the  Legislature  ? If  such  a thiDg 
were  allowed,  the  peace  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  would  be  disturbed  most  i juriousiy. 
If  any  inj  ustice  had  been  done  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, let  it  be  determined  upon  in  a proper 
and  constitutional  mode,  but  the  Legislature 
should  not  support  a measure  who  h was  so 
cleariy  calculated  to  throw  the  firebrand  of  dis- 
cord among  the  communities  connected  with  the 
Presbyterian  Chu  ch, 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  expressed  his  opinion  that 
there  was  no  desire  o;  intention  to  create  dis- 
cord among  the  people. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  expressed  his  regret  at  being 
obliged,  by  a sense  of  public  duty,  to  take  a 
position  antagonistic  to  the  feelings  and  inter- 
ests of  a warm  and  energetic  supporter  of  the 
pr  sent  government,  and  then  went  on  to  make 
some  references  to  the  separation  of  the  Free 
church  in  this  Province,  aod  to  the  subsequent 
union  of  the  Presbyterian  churches.  The  qu  s- 
tion  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  before  the 
House  was,  whether  this  change  was  one  of  a 
character  that  would  preserve  the  rights  of  indi- 
vidual members  who  bad  g ven  their  property 
to  the  Free  church  before  the  amalgamation. 
The  difficulty  that  be  felt  was  not  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Presbyterian  church,  but  with  regard 
to  the  effect  upon  all  church  government  and 
arrangements  of  ail  denominations  in  this  coun- 
try. Suppose  a member  of  a Baptist  church 
in  Nova  Scotia,  formed  upon  independent  prin- 
ciples as  they  all  are,  gave  $100  t build  a house 
f r the  clergyman,  or  a meeting  house  where 
the  congregation  could  worship.  If  he  chose  to 
retain  the  property  in  his  name,  he  had  a per’ 
feet  right  to  do  so,  and  no  person  co  -Id  inter- 
fere with  him  ; but  he  (Dr.  T.)  held,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  general  principles  of  church 
government  that  prevailed  everywhere,  the 
momenta  man  gave  of  his  substance  to  a1  church 
organization  of  any  bind,  he  subjected  the  con- 
trol of  that  property  to  a majority  of  that  con  - 
gregation ; and  he  believed  if  any  other  princi- 
ple were  introduced  into  this  country,  a step 
would  be  taken  that  would  woi  k incalculable 
mischief.  He  would  assume  that  a member  ot 
a Baptist  church,  that  was  not  associated  with 
the  Associated  Baptist  churches,  gave  $100  to 
the  building  of  a manse  or  church,  and  that  a 
majority  of  the  congregation  subsequently  took 


action  to  become  associated  with  the  Associated 
Baptists  ; — he  would  suppose  that  the  individual 
in  question  strenuously  opposed  this  step — that 
he  was  overruled  by  a majority,  but  because  he 
was  opposed  to  this  action,  and  withd  ew  himself, 
he  could  not  take  his  property  with  him,  for  he 
had  lost  its  control  when  he  placed  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  church.  He  (Dr.  T.)  believed  that  if  you 
introduced  a different  principle — that  because 
an  individual  or  any  set  of  individuals,  not  a 
majority,  became  dissatisfied,  he  or  they  could 
claim  their  property — that  would  be  done  that 
would  strike  at  the  peace  and  at  the  property  of 
every  church  in  Nova  Scotia.  These  were  the 
reasons  that  operated  upon  his  mind,  and  forced 
him  to  oppose  the  bill  of  his  h n.  friend  from 
Victoria. 

Mr.  S.  Campbel'  said  that  he  considered  this 
question  not  only  with  reference  to  the  constitu- 
ents he  represented  but  also  with  regard  to  the 
general  interests  of  the  Presbyterian  and  other 
denominations  in  this  country.  He  contended 
that  the  principle  on  which  the  bill  was  based 
was  unsound  and  irreligious.  If  benefactions 
were  to  be  watched  suspiciously,  a most  injuri- 
ous sentiment  would  be  c eated  among  all  clas- 
ses of  the  religious  community.  To  pass  the 
bill  would  be  contrary  to  the  true  principles  of 
char  ty. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  there  were  few  men 
whom  he  would  rather  serve  than  t e hon  mem- 
ber for  Victo  ia,  but  on  the  present  occasion  he 
was  obliged  by  a conviction  of  what  was  his 
public  duty  to  oppose  the  bill.  He  considered 
that  the  arguments  used  against  it  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Colchester  and  other  gentlemen, 
were  all  convincing.  If  the  bill  was  passed,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  it  wou  d throw  a fire- 
brand among  religious  sects  which  would  in- 
flict evil  for  all  t me  to  come. 

Bon.  Sol.  Gen’l  argued  that  no  man  should 
be  legislated  out  of  his  rights,  and  that  when 
such  was  done  the  House  should  at  the  first  op- 
portunity give  redress.  Be  contended  that  the 
arguments  used  by  the  hon.  member  for  Col- 
chester and  the  Provincial  Secretary,  were  un- 
sound. If  a person  or  any  number  of  individu- 
als club  togethe  and  put  their  moaey  in  good 
faith  into  a fund  for  a common  object,  out  of 
which  they  are  to  derive  benefit  * p to  the  latest 
days  of  their  life,  what  right  had  a majority  to 
alter  that?  There  was  no  power  under  the 
principles  of  law  and  justice  to  deny  a person 
the  right  of  placing  money  in  a particular  busi- 
ness, and  of  withdrawing  it,  if  the  principles  of 
the  partnership  were  not  observed.  He  fortified 
his  argument  by  reference  to  the  principles  in 
force  in  reference  to  Insurance  Companies,  &c 
He  therefore  asked  the  Prov.  Sec.  if  it  was  right 
for  the  House  to  decide  that  an  individual  who 
had  embarked  his  money  on  certain  principles 
should  be  coerced  by  a majority  who  act  d in 
contravention  of  the  principles  and  arrangements 
under  which  the  money  was  given.  It  was  not 
f or  the  House  to  jud^e  in  reference  to  distinc- 
tions of  religion,  but  to  keep  strictly  to  the  facts 
o' the  case  before  it.  To  declare  that  an  indi- 
vidual should  lose  property  which  he  gave  under 
certain  principles,  because  a majority  chose  to 
pursue  a certain  course  was  to  exercise  a legis- 
late ve^control  that  sk  1 uld  not  be  exerciss  d . lie 
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held  that  the  House  could  not  know  or  decide 
as  to  the  differences  that  might  exist  between 
any  religious  bodies.  It  v,  as  sufficient  to  know 
that  there  was  a distinction  which  operated 
strongly  upon  the  minds  of  some  men.  He  con- 
tended that  the  bill  before  the  House  was  inten- 
ded to  do  justice  to  individuals  who  considered 
themselves  aggrieved  by  the  action  which  had 
been  taken  in  reference  to  their  property  He 
hoped  that  the  difficulty  would  be  settled  in 
some  equitable  manner,  in  case  the  present 
measure  were  not  pressed. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  said  that  the  debate  so 
far  had  satisfied  him  of  the  unsoundness  of  the 
views  of  the  opponents  of  the  bill  before  the 
House  in  a legal  point  of  view.  He  argued,  and 
gave  illustrations  in  support  of  his  argument, 
that  a Court  of  Chancery  would  decide  that  the 
purpose  to  which  a sum  of  money  was  o iginal- 
ly  devoted  was  that  for  which  it  must  be  re- 
tained without  any  regard  to  the  numbers. 
When  the  F ee  Church  in  Scotland  seceded,  did 
they  take  their  manses,  their  churches,  their 
property  with  them  ? No;  if  they  had,  the 
glory  and  halo  that  surrounded  them  would 
have  disappeared.  It  was  beca  se  they  sacrificed 
property  to  conscience,  and  emolument  for  prin- 
ciple, that  they  attracted  such  admirati  n 
Take  the  church  at  Bedeque  ; it  was  formed  as 
a Free  Church  Congregation.  When  the  Union 
took  place,  the  majority  united  in  joining  that 
Union;  but  the  e was  a minority  opposed  to  it. 
Suppose  the  minority  was  conscienrious,  and 
desired  to  remain  associated  as  members  of  the 
Free  Church.  The  question  then  was,  should 
these  persons  who  had  conscientious  convictions 
against  this  Union  lose  the  property  which  had 
been  built  by  contributions  for  a certain  and  spe- 
cific object.  He  threw  out  these  observations 
lor  the  purpose  of  bringing  gentlemen  to  consi- 
der the  point  where  he  th<  ught  the  question 
hinged. 

The  House  adj'ourned  at  1 o’clock. 

AFTERNOON  SES8ION. 

The  house  resumed  at  three  o’clock,  and  went 
into  committee  and  took  up  the  bill  relating  to  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  said  that  he  felt  called  up- 
on, in  justification  of  himself,  to  address  a lew 
wnvria  tn  tb*  house.  The  hon.  member  for  Col- 
chester had  followed  him  to  his  fireside,  ana  drug- 
ged in  matters  which  should  never  be  brought 
before  the  House.  If  the  hen.  member,  after  his 
experience  in  politics,  could  not  stand  up  and 
discuss  matters  dispassionately  and  without  bring- 
ing in  private  affairs,  it  were  better  for  him  to 
leave  the  political  arena  altogether  to  men  who 
understood  their  position  better.  Wh&t  right  had 
he  to  mix  him  (Mr.  C.)  up  in  this  affair?  His 
name  was  not  appended  to  the  petition.  Was  he 
to  be  denied  the  privilege  of  presenting  and  ad- 
vocating petitions,  that  came  from  his  constitu- 
ents, on  the  floors  of  the  house  ? What  right  had 
that  hon.  gentleman  to  insinuate  that  this  was  “a 
personal  affair  of  the  member  for  Victoria  ?” — 
These  allusions  had  devolved  a painful  duty  upon 
him.  They  carried  him  to  the  origin  of  thie  quar- 
rel. The  hon.  leader  of  the  opposition  himself 
was  the  promoter  of  the  whole  difficulty.  He  it 


was  that  introduced  the  Protestant  platform  which 
was  the  origin  of  his  (Mr.  C.’s)  quarrel  with  his 
clergyman,  and  he  should  have  had  more  delicacy 
than  to  revive  this  matter  in  the  house.  Tk&t 
clergyman  was  misled  by  the  hon.  member,  as 
well  as  those  who  sympathized  with  him.  In 
their  zeal  they  had  done  acts  which  no  doubt  they 
now  regretted.  The  gentleman  in  question  was 
doubtless  conscientious,  and  believed  the  theory 
set  forth  by  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester,  and 
entered  heart  and  hand  into  politics.  He  stood 
his  ground,  and  go  did  he  (Mr.  C.)  though  he 
was  beaten.  But  since  then  the  men  who  had 
opposed  him  had  seen  how  they  had  been  misled, 
and  had  returned  him  triumphantly  to  represent 
their  interests  in  the  Legislature.  He  believed, 
before  many  years  had  passed,  the  whole 
people  of  Victoria,  even  those  who  had  most  vio- 
lently opposed  him,  would  fully  appreciate  Ms 
conduct  as  well  as  that  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Colchester,  whose  influences  had  been  so  detri- 
mental to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  county. 
That  hon.  member  would  find  that  honesty  was 
the  best  policy  even  in  politics  if  he  wished  to  gain 
the  approv&l  of  the  honest  and  intelligent  people 
over  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  Province. — » 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  asserted  that  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House  would  disturb  the  whole  body  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  If  so,  that  showed  that 
there  was  rottenness  at  the  bottom  of  the  union, 
and  so  he  (Mr.  C. ) had  believed  from  the  very 
first.  If  that  union  could  not  exist  and  flourish 
without  help  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  the 
sooner  it  was  shattered  the  better.  He  had  be- 
lieved from  the  first  that  that  union  was  founded 
on  an  unholy  basis.  Indeed,  he  had  never  seen 
the  hon  member  for  Colchester  pass  a bill  but 
was  full  of  incongruities  and  perplexities,  and  had 
to  be  amended  session  after  session.  But  it 
an  index  of  the  brain  that  framed  it. 

He  would  tell  the  hon.  member  for  Guysboio’ 
that  he  might  have  carried  the  question  alluded 
to  (!he  report  of  the  committee  on  the  mining 
license  at  Glace  Bay)  if  he  had  wished,  but  he 
had  no  desire  to  put  his  friends  in  a false  position, 
though  the  hon.  gentleman  would  have  doubtless 
wished  that  he  had  done  bo.  He  had  got  the  case 
a little  aired  on  that  ocaasion,  and  that  wa®  all  he 
wanted.  He  bad  not  expressed  his  views,  but  If 
he  had,  he  could  have  thrown  some  light  on  It 
that  would  h&ve  surprised  the  House. 

The  Prov.  Sec.  had  also  given  his  ideas  on 
Church  Government  to  the  house,  but  he  did  not 
put  the  case  fairly.  He  had  stated  that  because 
a member  of  a congregation  became  dissatisfied, 
it  was  no  reason  he  should  get  his  money  back. 
But  the  Bill  did  not  contemplate  anything  of  the 
kind ; it  would  be  preposterous  if  such  were  the 
cage.  The  petitioners  were  coming  in  and  asking 
that  justice  should  be  done  to  them  in  reference 
to  an  unjustifiable  act  that  was  done  in  the 
sembly  two  years  ago — an  act  for  which  could 
not  be  found  a parallel  even  in  the  middle  ages — 
not  even  in  the  time  of  Cromwell  and  the  Puritans, 
when  so  much  tyranny  was  perpetrated  under 
the  guise  of  religion.  The  people  complained  that 
an  act  was  introduced  and  passed  which  had 
robbed  them  of  their  just  rights.  They  were  de- 
prived of  the  church  which  they  had  built ; 
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they  "were  the  managers  and  trustees  of  that  pro- 
perty, and  the  house  stepped  in  and  said,  “We 
■will  deprive  you  of  that  which  you  are  entitled 
to — of  those  things  which  you  value  most  highly.” 
Their  churches,  they  were  told,  were  as  so  much 
worthless  dust.  They  were  deprived  of  their 
cemetery,  and  forbidden  to  shed  a tear  over  the 
ashes  of  their  departed  friends.  They  were  de- 
prived of  the  privilege  of  being  buried  with  their 
friends,  or  they  were  considered  as  intruders.  ‘He 
appealed  to  the  feeling3  of  the  house  if  that 
was  the  position  the  poor  people  of  Cape  Breton 
should  occupy  ; if  you  robbed  them  of  their  goods 
it  would  be  nothing,  but  they  had  been  robbed  of 
that  which  they  held  dearest  on  earth. 

This  Bill  of  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester  had 
already  been  the  cause  of  scenes  that  were  dis- 
graceful, and  it  was  only  the  commencement.  It 
was  in  human  nature  for  men  to  seek  to  redress 
themselves  when  it  w&s  unjustly  refused  them. 
He  was  ashamed  that  such  scenes  should  occur 
among  people  with  whom  he  was  connected,  but 
the  hon.  member  for  Colchester  was  responsible 
for  all  of  it.  If  the  present  question  were  a per- 
gonal affair  he  could  have  had  the  table  loaded 
With  petitions,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  so  next 
session.  He  did  not  like  the  present  Bill,  and  he 
therefore  felt  disposed  to  withdraw  it  with  the  in- 
tention of  taking  steps  by  next  session  to  frame  a 
measure  more  in  accordance  with  his  views  and 
those  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Archibald  replied  to  the  hon.  member, 
and  said  that  if  it  was  any  gratification  to  him, 
he  could  tell  him  that  the  ashes  of  hia  friends  were 
in  no  danger.  The  cemeteries  were  just  as  much 
the  property  of  individuals  &s  they  were  before — 
just  as  much  so  as  the  pews  ; and  the  hon.  mem- 
ber had  a perfect  right  to  be  buried  in  the  earth 
in  the  place  which  he  might  have  purchased. 
There  was  no  desire  to  do  injustice  to  anybody, 
and  he  considered  that  the  act  of  1862  sufficiently 
protected  private  rights. 

Some  further  debate  then  took  place  between 
Mr.  Archibald,  hon.  Attorney  General,  Mr. 
Blanchard  and  Mr.  Tobin — the  bill  having  been 
withdrawn  by  common  consent. 

The  chapter  in  the  R.  S.,  with  reference  to  the 
Supreme  Court  and  its  officers,  was  next  taken  up 
and  disposed  of,  changes  being  introduced  in  the 
circuits  cn  motion  of  the  hon.  Solicitor  General. 

The  committee  having  risen,  the  Sol.  Gen.  in- 
troduced an  act  to  provide  for  the  publication  of 
the  Consolidated  Laws. 

The  house  adjourned  at  6 o’clock. 


Friday,  May  6, 1864. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLelan,  the  Report  on 
Humane  Institutions  was  adopted. 

The  Post  Office  report  was  again  taken  up. 

Mr.  Longley  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
Whereas  the  report  of  the  Post  office  committee 
involves  additional  expense,  and  in  other  res- 
pects is  open  to  strong  objections  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as 
relates  to  increase  of  salaries  to  Postmasters  or 
Way  office  keepers,  be  not  received  ; and  that 
enly  each  new  rides  and  way  offices  as  the  Go- 


vernment may  find  absolutely  necessary  be  esfa* 
blished  during  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Longley  added,  that  whilst  he  had  a seat 
in  the  House,  he  was  determined  to  look  more 
strictly  than  heretofore  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Allison  said  it  was  a little  singular  that 
the  hon.  member  should  have  all  at  once,  at  this 
lote  period  of  the  session, been  taken  with  such  au 
itching  for  retrenchment,  particularly  when  his 
votes  this  year  for  railway  construction  and  other 
matters  were  considered  ; and  then  went  on  to 
urge  strongly  the  necessity  that  existed  for  ad- 
ditional mail  communication  between  Queens  and 
Annapolis,  as  recommended  in  the  repos  t. 

Mr.  Longley  said  he  did  not  wish  to  be  under* 
stood  as  opposing  that  ride. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  it  was  never  too  late  to  do  good, 
and  to  introduce  retrenchment  if  there  was  a 
reason  for  it.  He  doubted  the  necessity  of  addi- 
tional mail  facilities  between  Liverpool  and  An- 
napolis, and  spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  exerci- 
sing rigid  economy  in  all  matters  connected  with 
the  public  expenditure. 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen.  pointed  out  a number  of  inac- 
curacies in  the  estimate  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Annapolis  with  regard  to  th^  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  also  asked  where  was  the  economy 
in  gentlemen  detaining  the  House  with  mere 
speculative  estimates  when  they  had  not  the 
means  of  knowing  whether  the  report  was  right 
or  wrong.  This  debate  which  geutlemea  had 
raised  had  already  cost  not  far  from  two-thirds 
of  the  sum  that  would  be  required  to  put  all  the 
services  mentioned  in  the  report  in  working 
order. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  said  that  gentlemen  in 
considering  the  subject  forgot  tne  growth  of  the 
country,  and  that  additional  mail  facilities  were 
accordingly  needed,  In  many  parts  where  was 
only  a wilderness  a few  years  ago  was  now  to  be 
seen  a thriving  village,  and  should  not  additional 
means  of  communication  be  afforded  that  vil- 
lage ? He  pointed  out  the  strong  reasons  that 
existed  for  the  ride  from  Pictou  to  Amherst. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  asked  if  it  was  reason- 
able to  ask  the  House  to  reject  a report  based  on 
information  derived  from  full  enquiry  into  Postal 
matters,  and  to  accept  a bald  resolution,  which 
was  moved  by  a gentleman  who  had  not  the 
benefit  of  such  information.  He  also  stated  that 
the  resolution  would  be  probably  inoperative,  if  it 
passed,  since  it  referred  the  whole  matter  to  the 
Government,  of  which,  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, (Mr.  Henry,)  was  himself  a prominent 
member. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  said  that  it  was  beyond  his 
comprehension  how  the  House  could  deal  with 
the  question  before  it,  since  it  had  not  the  benefit 
of  the  information  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  Committee,  and  on  which  they  had  based 
their  report.  The  calculations  of  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Longley,)  were  merely  problematical,  and 
were  not  founded  on  information  as  to  the  facte 
submitted  to  the  Committee.  He  considered 
postal  communication  as  a necessity  for  a civili- 
zed people,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
country  to  afford  all  necessary  mail  facilities  con- 
sistent with  its  circumstances.  The  hon.  gentle- 
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man  pointed  out,fin  conclusion,  several  recom- 
mendations in  the  report  that  "were  most  desira- 
ble and  which  were  made  after  reference  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  upon  full  enquiry. 

Mr.  Robertson  pointed  out  the  advantages  and 
necessity  of  a tri- weekly  mail  to  Pubnico — one  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  report 

Mr.  Longley  again  made  a few  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  the  course  he  had  pursued,  and  stated  that 
he  did  n.ot  wish  to  be  understood  as  opposing  the 
additional  ride  between  Annapolis  and  Liverpool. 
The  hon.  member  for  Halifax,  he  stated,  was 
under  a misapprehension  as  respects  the  district 
through  which  it  passed.  There  were  several 
thriving  settlements  on  the  road. 

Mr.  Blanchard  pointed  out  what  he  considered 
were  miscalculations  of  the  hon.  member  for  An- 
napolis, in  respect  to  the  expense  that  would  be 
entailed  by  the  report ; and  showed  the  necessity 
that  existed  for  carrying  out  the  recomendations, 
ail  of  which  he  believed  were  fortified  by  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  the  Postal  service  had 
always  been,  by  common  consent,  exempted  from 
the  principle  which  gave  the  initiation  of  money 
votes  to  the  Government,  and  it  was  a subject 
well  worthy  of  consideration  whether  this  policy 
ehonld  be  continued.  He  regretted  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  obliged  to  submit  a report  which 
would  increase  the  expen  e of  the  Postal  service ; 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  they  had  only 
done  so  after  full  enquiry  into  the  necessity  of 
the  recommendations  made.  He  felt  at  that  late 
period  of  the  session,  without  being  able  to  exa- 
mine into  the  facts  upon  which  the  report  was 
based,  it  would  be  unfair  and  wrong  to  reject  it. 
He  could  have  no  objection  to  a resolution  like 
that  proposed — for  it  was  tantamount  to  a vote  of 
confidence  in  the  Government;  but  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  doing  justice  to  the  Committee  to 
refuse  what  they  recommended,  after  most  full 
and  patient  enquiry.  lie  also  stated  that  the 
House,  in  dealing  with  this  subject,  should  con- 
sider the  amount  of  advantage  and  convenience 
that  the  people  would  derive  from  the  great  facil- 
ities to  be  afforded  them  under  the  report,  as 
well  as  the  fact  that  the  deficiency  in  the  Post 
Office  Department  last  year  had  decreased  consi- 
derably. It  was  evident  from  that  latter  fact 
that  we  were  travelling  in  the  right  direction. 
He  trusted  that  gentlemen,  having  ventilated 
this  question,  and  given  publicity  to  their  views, 
would  withdraw  these  resolutions  which  it  was 
evident  the  House  did  not  consider  necessary. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  subject 
Mr.  Tobin  withdrew  his  amendment,  saying  that 
the  Government  had  the  charge  of  the  finances, 
and  it  was  their  place  to  oversee  them. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  then  adopt- 
ed,— Mr.  Longley ’s  resolution  not  having  been 
seconded. 

The  House  adjourned  at  1. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  at  3 o’clock, 

Mr.  McKinnon  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  Indian  Affairs  be  adopted. 

Mr.  D.  Fraser  and  Mr.  Robertson  objected  to 
the  clause  which  the  majority  of  the  committee 
recommended,  that  the  amount  paid  for  lands  for 


Indians  at  Pictou  be  taken  out  of  the  Provincial 
funds.  The  minority  thought  the  amount  should 
be  paid  out  of  the  sale  of  the  Indian  reserves  in 
Cape  Breton,  as  a previous  committee  cf  the 
House  had  recommended. 

After  some  discussion,  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority was  adopted. 

Hon.  Fin’l.  Sec’y.  moved  several  additional 
grants  for  various  public  services  omitted  in  the 
Estimate. 

Me.  Tobin  expressed  his  regret  that  the  Fin’l. 
Sec’y.  had  not  recommended  a grant  for  the 
benefit  ot  the  B orticulturai  Society. 

Mr.  Prj  or  also  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
Government  would  reconsider  the  matter,  and 
put  a small  grant  in  the  Estimate  for  this  most 
desirable  object. 

As  there  appeared  to  be  a general  feeling  in 
favor  of  the  grant,  the  Fin’l  Sec’y  agreed  to  put 
in  the  Estimate  a grant  of  $400. 

Mr.  Longley  opposed  the  grant,  not  from  any 
hostile  feeling  to  the  gentlemen  who  composed 
the  Horticultural  Society,  but  as  they  enjoyed 
the  grant  last  year,  and  the  Fruit  Growers’  As- 
sociation had  this  year  established  greater 
claims  to  it,  he  thought  it  was  unwise  policy  to 
give  a grant  from  the  public  funds  to  both  these 
institutions. 

A lengthened  discussion  ensued,  in  the  course 
of  which  the  claims  of  the  Society  for  assistance 
from  the  public  funds  were  strongly  urged  by 
Mr.  Tobin,  the  Hon.  Atty.  General,  the  Hon. 
Fin.  Sec.,  Mr.  S Campbell,  and  Mr.  Blanchard. 

Mr.  Bill  said  that  it  was  only  fair  to  give  a 
grant  to  the  Horticultural  Society  as.  well  as  to 
the  Fruit  Growers’  Association,  and  to  do  every 
thing  that  could  be  do  e to  prevent  irritation 
and  jealousy  arising  between  two  associations 
which  had  in  common  the  advancement  of  the 
country  at  heart. 

A motion  of  Mr.  Allison  to  strike  the  grant 
out  of  the  Estimate  was  negatived  by  28  to  8. 

Dr.  Tupper,  in  alluding  to  the  praiseworthy 
and  patriotic  efforts  of  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
posed the  Horticultural  Society,  particularly 
mentioned  the  exertions  of  Dr.  Cogswell,  who 
had  interested  himself  in  the  matter,  and  who, 
he  said,  had  spent  more  time  and  money  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  his  native  Province  than 
any  man  he  knew  of. 

Mr.  Miller  strongly  urged  the  necessity  for  a 
special  grant  for  a haulover  at  Petit  de  Gras 
beach,  county  of  Richmond.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man pointed  out  the  urgent  necessity  for  the  ap- 
propriation, and  stated  that  he  had  presented  a 
petition  in  favor  of  it,  signed  by  the  custos  and 
magistrates,  and  a large  number  of  other  inha^ 
bitants  of  Richmond. 

The  Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  and  the  Hon.  Fin.  Sec’y 
in  reply  stated,  that  however  important  the  ser- 
vice might  be,  the  hon.  gentleman  should  re- 
member that  the  Government  had  dealt  liberally 
with  the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  and  the  County 
of  Richmond  in  particular,  in  granting  a large 
sum  towards  St.  Peter’s  Canal  which  rendered 
it  impossible  to  make  any  further  appropriation. 

Amongst  the  items  in  the  supplemental  esti- 
mate is  a grant  of  $600  for  a portrait  of  Sir  John 
Inglis,  painted  by  Mr.  Gush,  the  same  artist 
who  painted  the  portrait  of  Sir  Fenwick  Wil- 
liams. 
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The  hon.  Prov.  See’y.,  1°  explaining  the  cir- 
cumstances, said  that  the  credit  of  ordering  the 
picture  did  not  altogether  belong  to  the  present 
Government.  He  read  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Gush  himself,  and  Mr.  Howe,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  altho’  Mr.  Gush  was  not  spe- 
cially commissioned  by  the  late  Government  to 
perform  the  work,  he  was  led  to  believe  that  an 
appropriation  would  be  made  in  the  Estimate, 
and  he  accordingly  pa  nted  the  picture.  Under 
these  circumstances,  of  course,  the  Government 
had  no  other  option  than  to  make  the  appropri- 
ation ; but  independent  of  this,  he  was  confident 
that  no  one  would  be  found  to  object  to  securing 
the  portrait  of  so  distinguished  a Nova  Scotian, 
who  had  unhappily  been  removed  by  the  hand 
of  death. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  committee 
on  bills,  and  took  up  the  Bill  to  amend  the  pa- 
tent laws. 

This  Bill  is  designed  to  remove  the  restric- 
tions which  now  prevent  foreign  patentees  and 
their  assignees  from  introducing  their  inventions 
into  the  Province.  The  Provincial  fcc-ereiary 
and  Mr.  Shannon  advocated  the  Bill,  but  after 
some  debate,  in  which  it  was  urged  that  so  im- 
portant a measure  could  not  be  properly  consi- 
dered at  such  a late  period  of  the  session,  Mr. 
Jas.  McDonald  moved  that  the  Bill  be  deferred 
far  three  months,  which  was  carried  by  a large 
majority. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  until  11  o’clock 
next  day. 


Saturday,  May  7, 1864. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Counoil  to  the  Bill  relative  to  Mines  and  Miner- 
als were  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

The  most  important  amendment  was  one  which 
went  to  alter  the  law  of  this  Province  in  a most 
important  point.  Instead  of  allowing  the  Gov- 
ernment the  power  of  making  an  absolute  deci- 
sion in  respect  to  an  application  for  a mine , the 
Council  proposed  that  an  applicant  might  inter* 
pose  an  appeal  to  a Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  prevent  the  grant  being  made  immediately. 
Hon.  Solicitor  General  and  Provincial  Secretary 
contended  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  Constitu- 
tion to  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment— as  was  virtually  done  by  the  amend- 
ment— the  right  of  disposing  of  the  public  do- 
mains. They  showed  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  handing  over  this  important  right  to  a single 
Judge  in  Chambers,  and  the  prejudicial  results 
that  would  be  likely  to  arise  from  such  a radical 
change.  Mr.  Blanchard,  on  the  other  hand, 
thought  the  amendment  would  be  of  practical 
benefit.  It  was  finally  decided,  however  to  reject 
it,  as  it  was  of  too  important  a character  to  be 
disposed  of  so  hastily  at  that  late  period  of  ihe 
session. 

The  House  adjourned  at  one,  and  resumed  at 
three,  when  a number  of  amendments  to  several 
chapters  in  the  Revised  Statutes,  made  by  the 
Council,  were  disposed  of. 

On  the  chapter  on  “ Evidence,”  the  hon.  Atty. 
General  explained  that  the  Council  had  rejected 
a moat  important  amendment  made  by  the  house, 


in  reference  to  the  law  allowing  parties  to  be 
witnesses  in  their  own  causes.  The  substance  of 
it  was  to  prevent  persons  in  causes  where  the 
transaction  is  solely  within  the  knowledge  of 
themselves  and  deceased  individuals  substan- 
tiating their  case  solely  by  their  own  evidence. 
This  amendment  the  Council  rejected. 

The  hon.  gentleman  stated,  as  he  wished  the 
matter  to  be  thoroughly  understood,  outside  the 
House,  that  they  were  under  the  necessity  of 
deciding  either  to  abandon  the  amendment  or 
lose  the  law.  Now  in  ihe  present  law  considera- 
ble amendments  had  been  introduced  calculated 
to  be  of  great  practical  benefit,  and  therefore 
he  thought  as  a matter  of  prudence  that  it 
would  be  l est  for  the  House  to  surrender  its  ac- 
tion in  reference  to  the  clause  undefr  considera- 
tion, and  yield  to  the  dictation  of  the  Upper 
Branch.  He  could  not,  however,  help  expressing 
his  extreme  regret  at  the  course  that  body  had 
pursued  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  pointed  out  the  evil  re- 
sults that  accrued  from  the  law  in  question, 
and  said  he  would  have  been  better  pleased  if  it 
had  been  repealed  altogether. 

Mr.  S-  Campbell  said  the  amendment  that  had 
been  struck  out  by  the  Council  was  very  desira- 
ble. 

The  amendment  of  the  Council  was  therefore 
agreed  to. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec.  laid  rn  the  table,  by  command 
of  His  Excellency,  a Report  relative  to  the  Exhi- 
bition held  in  London  in  1862.  He  explained  that 
for  several  reasons  these  papers  had  only  recent- 
ly been  printed,  and  paid  a compliment  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Provincial  Commissioners,  and 
to  Rev.  Mr.  Hoaeyman,  and  A.  Uniacke,  Esq., 
for  their  serv  ces  in  connection  with  the  Interna- 
tional Exhibition. 

Mr.  Tobin  and  Mr,  Blanchard  also  alluded  in 
complimentary  terms  to  the  important  services 
rendered  to  the  Province  by  Mr  Honeyman. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Council  to  the 
Probate,  Jury,  Franchise  Acts,  &e.,  were  taken 
up  and  disposed  of. 

The  emendm  nts  to  the  City  Law  were  also 
taken  up.  The  amendment  changing  the  mode 
of  electing  the  Mayor — that  is,  giving  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  the  right  to  elect  that  functionary — 
was  unanimously  rejected. 

The  amendment  giving  the  Council  the  power 
to  expel,  by  a two-third  vote,  any  member  of 
their  body  guilty  of  disgraceful  or  immoral  con- 
duct after  he  has  been  elected  to  the  Council, 
was  adopted.  As  also  one  fixing  the  salary  of  the 
Recorder  at  £300  a year,  and  another  changing 
the  name  ol  “ Mayor’s  Court”  to  that  of  “ City 
Court,”  at  which  the  Recorder  is  to  preside  in 
the  absence  of  the  Mayor. 

The  House  adjourned  at  6 until  11  o’clock  on 
Monday.  

Monday,  May  9. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  introduced  an  act 
concerning  pleadings  and  practice  in  the  Su- 
preme Court;  also,  an  act  in  addition  to  that 
on  the  mines ; both  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
Consolidated  Statues. 
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TUB  DIFFICULTY  AT  THE  SYDNEY  MINES. 

Hon.  Solicitor  Genrral  introduced  a bill  in 
addition  to  Chap.  167  of  offences  against  the 
person.  He  stated  that  this  measure  was  neces  - 
sitated by  the  fact  that  information  had  been 
given  of  an  unlawful  combination  at  the  Sydney 
Mines  of  persons  to  prevent  the  mines  being 
worked,  and  who  it  was  feared  might  destroy 
them  altogether.  It  is  based  on  the  English 
law  on  the  subject,  and  states  that  any  persons 
forming  a combination  or  conspiracy  respecting 
mining  operations  &c.,  and  who  shall  use  vio- 
lence or  threats  in  pursuance  of  that  conspiracy, 
and  shall  prevent  persons  being  employed  in 
the  Mines,  shall  be  guilty  of  misdemeanour, 
and  on  conviction  shall  be  liable  within  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Court,  to  any  term  of  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  five  years  in  the  Penitentia- 
ry or  County  Jail. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said — Mr.  Speaker,  this  sub- 
ject is  of  very  great  importance,  and  perhaps  it 
will  not  be  inexpedient  if  a few  observations  are 
made  upon  it.  A combination  has  for  some 
time  been  formed  at  the  Sydney  Mines  of  that 
character  which  is  usually  known  as  a “strike" 
for  wages  I believe  that  the  men  at  these 
mines  are  very  favorably  dealt  with,  and  that 
the  wages  they  were  receiving  were  of  a very 
liberal  character.  At  all  events  the  proprietors 
were  not  willing  that  they  should  be  dictated  to 
in  the  manner  they  have  been  by  these  men,  and 
have  refused  to  recede  from  their  position,  and 
their  determination  has  feen  confirmed  by  :he 
General  Mining  Association  in  London.  The 
men,  however,  have  not  discontinued  their  un- 
lawful conspiracy  but  on  the  contrary  have  be- 
come more  bold  and  daring,  and  have  prevented 
well  disposed  men  from  being  employed  in  the 
raising  of  coal.  There  are  abundance  of  well 
disposed  men  who  could  be  procured  if  they 
were  not  presented  by  threats  from  giving  as- 
sistance— men  could  be  procured  from  abroad, 
that  is  to  say,  outside  of  those  at  the  Mines  ; 
whilst  there  are  a large  number  of  those  who 
are  engaged  in  the  str  ke  who  would  be  willing 
to  go  back  to  their  work  at  their  previous 
wages,  but  they  are  intimidated  by  the  rings 
leaders  by  threats  of  violence.  These  men 
have  gone  so  far,  I say,  as  not  only  to  pr  * 
vent  men  from  raising  coal  but  from  going 
down  into  the  pits  for  the  purpose  of  pumping 
out  water  and  the  foul  air.  The  consequence 
will  be  that  in  a short  time  the  mines  will  be 
utterly  destroyed  by  the  accumulation  of  water 
and  unwholesome  gases.  Besides  this,  there 
are  now  in  a state  of  starvation  some  40  horses 
that  are  employed  below.  It  becomes  necessa- 
sary,  therefore,  that  attention  should  be  paid  to 
this  matter.  It  is  one  which  effects  not  only  the 
interests  ot  private  individuals,  but  of  the 
whole  Province,  because  although  this  combina- 
tion has  shown  itself  in  overt  acts  in  this  one 
mine  only,  yet  it  is  well  ascertained  that  miners 
elsewhere  are  in  league  with  the  former,  and 
whilst  they  are  continuing  at  their  work,  it  is 
only  that  they  may  assist  and  support  the  other 
men  who  have  thrown  themselves  out  of 
employment.  Therefore  the  combination  may 
ultimately  spread  itself  to  and  affect  all  the 
mines.  It  happens  most  unfortunately  for  the  in- 


terests of  the  Province*  and  individuals  that  this 
affair  has  taken  place  at  the  present  time.  Coal 
has  very  largely  risen  in  price  in  England,  and 
I have  no  doubt  the  expors  of  coal  from  this  Pro- 
vince would  have  been  exceedingly  great  had 
this  ieagu  not  t ken  place.  We  also  feel  the 
effects  of  this  ourselves,  f r coai  has  go  e up 
in  Halifax  some  two  or  three  dollars  a 
chaldron  within  the  last  week  or  two.  If  seme 
check  is  not  given  at  once  to  this  unusual  and 
very  injurious  violation  of  law,  the  most  serious 
consequences  will  result.  P rhaps  these  men 
hardly  appreciate  the  extent  of  the  offence  of 
which  they  are  guilty.  The  . have  a . ight  to 
go  away  if  they  choose.  Nobody  wishes  them 
to  remain,  hut  they  will  not  go.  They  are  in 
possession  of  the  houses  that  must  be  tenanted 
by  the  miners,  bus  they  will  no  leave  them. 
Therefore  it  b come3  necessary  to  teach  them 
tha  the  law  is  stronger  than  their  lawlessness, 
and  I may  say  that  the  Government  will  be 
found  wi  ling  and  able  to  give  that  < ffici- 
ent  assistance  as  will  vindicate  the  law,  the 
rights  ' f property,  and  by  the  steps  they 
take  teach  others  that  it  is  wiser  to  trust  to  law- 
ful influences  for  the  purpose,  of  obtaining  any 
object  that  may  be  desired  than  to  resort  to  such 
open  and  lawless  combinations. 

Mr.  Blanchard —Do  the  Government  know 
if  the  men  are  in  possession  of  the  arms  and 
ammunition  belonging  to  the  volunteer  organisa- 
tion at  the  Mines  1 

Hon.  Sol.  Gen. — They  were  not  on  Saturday, 
when  the  Government  had  the  last  information 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Blanchard, — Is  it  possible  to  obtain  troops 
to  deal  with  this  difficulty  ? 

Hon.  Attorney  General  — No  measure  will  be 
neglected  that  may  be  necessary,  however  se- 
vere and  extreme,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
down  the  illegal  action  of  these  men.  General 
Doyle,  I bel  eve,  will  be  found  prompt  in  giving 
ail  the  aid  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

After  some  further  explanations  on  the  sub- 
ject the  House  went  into  Committee  and  passed 
the  foregoing  bill,  as  well  the  two  others  prtvi- 
ou  ly  mentioned  in  the  report. 

A message  was  received  from  the  L C.  stat- 
ing among  other  things  that  they  did  not  ad- 
here to  the  amendment  to  the  Mines  and  Mine- 
rals Bill  negatived  by  the  House  in  Saturday 
mornmg'3  session. 

The  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  resuming  at  three  o’clock,  amendments 
made  by  the  Council  to  several  chapters  in  the 
R.  S.  were  disposed  of. 

In  reference  to  the  amendments  to  the  bill  to 
increase  the  Jurisdiction  of  Magistrates,  Hon. 
Mr.  LeVesconte  said  he  would  interpose  every 
rule  of  the  House,  and  every  step  he  could  take 
in  order  to  prevent  this  bill  passing  into  law. 
He  looked  at  the  measure  as  a curse  to  the  coun- 
try. He  believed  it  would  increase  expense  and 
litigation  in  the  Province 

Mr.  Allison,  on  the  other  hand,  said  the  coun- 
try looked  for  this  measure  as  a blessing. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  hoped  the  hon.  Financial 
Secretary  would  not  press  any  rules  in  reference 
to  the  bill,  and  regretted  that  the  term  “ curse” 
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was  applied  to  a measure  winch  had  obtained 
the  sanction  of  so  large  a majority  of  the  House, 

Mr.  McKay  hoped  that  no  member  of  the  Go- 
vernment would  take  any  steps  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  a measure  which  had  passed  by  so 
large  a majority.  If  so,  it  would  be  well  that 
the  country  should  know  it. 

Mr.  McDonnell  and  Mr.  Miller  expressed  their 
determination  only  to  allow  the  amendment  to 
be  read  a first  time  that  day. 

Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Lawrence  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  LeVesoonte  said  he  considered  it  was 
his  duty  to  the  country  to  restrain  as  far  as  pos- 
sible the  power  of  the  magistracy. 

Mr.  James  McDonald  said  he  was  very  much 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  measure,  but  at 
the  same  time  he  thought  it  was  hardly  advisa- 
ble to  shut  out  by  a mere  form  a measure  which 
had  passed  by  a considerable  majority.  He 
thought  a year’s  experience  would  show  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  bill  how  injurious  it  was  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  Tobin  thought  it  would  be  as  well  if  the 
measure  lay  over  for  a year. 

After  some  further  debate  the  amendments 
were  only  read  a first  time. 

A message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council,  stating  that  they  adhered  to  their 
amendment  respecting  the  election  of  Mayor  by 
thef  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  he  would  rather  lose  the  law 
than  accept  an  amendment  which  took  away  from 
the  citizens  the  right  of  electing  their  Mayor. 

Mr.  Miller  expressed  himself  against  accepting 
the  amendments  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Blanchard  was  opposed  to  losing  a law 
which  had  been  revised  at  so  large  an  expense, 
and  with  so  much  trouble.  He  moved  th&t  the 
amendments  be  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  and  A tty.  General  thought  it 
might  be  best  to  accept  the  amendment  for  the 
present,  and  change  the  system  next  year,  if 
necessary. 

Mr.  Tobin  was  opposed  to  accepting  so  radical 
a change  at  the  dictation  of  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Hon.  Fin.  Secy,  took  a similar  line  of  argu- 
ment, and  said  the  present  system  had  worked 
better  than  the  old  one  now  proposed  to  be  re- 
established. 

On  a division,  the  amendments  of  the  Council 
were  lost  by  14  to  9.  As  this  division  showed 
there  was  not  a quorum  present,  the  House  stood 
adjourned  until  10  o’clock  the  next  day. 

Tuesday,  May  10. 

The  House  met  at  10  o’clock. 

A bill  relative  to  improper  combinations  and 
conspiracies  (such  as  that  in  force  at  the  Sydney 
Mines)  was  introduced  and  passed.  It  is  intend- 
ed to  supersede  the  bill  passed  yesterday,  and  is 
the  English  law  on  the  same  subject  to  a large 
extent. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  said  that  it  was  the 
imperative  duty  of  the  government  to  take  every 
step  to  enforce  the  law  apd  put  down  all  lawless 
combinations  in  this  country  such  as  that  which 
had  originated  the  present  law-  He  also  expressed 


his  regret  that  so  important  a station  as  Halifax 
should  be  left  for  over  half  the  year  without  a 
single  m&n-of-war.  We  had  had,  he  said,  during 
the  past  twelve  months  a good  many  circum- 
stances to  show  Great  Britain  that  this  station 
should  not  be  left  so  long  in  so  unsatisfactory  a 
position.  Ee  trusted  that  hereafter  the  matter 
will  obtain  that  attention  from  the  British  Autho- 
rities which  he  considered  it  was  entitled  to. 

The  Attorney  General  expressed  the  same  opi- 
nion. 

T e act  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the 
consoli  ated  statutes  was  also  taken  up  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Parker  moved  that  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Council  to  the  Bill  to  extend  the  Juris- 
diction of  Magistrates  in  civil  cases  be  accepted 
by  the  House.  The  motion  was  carried  nem.  con ., 
and  the  bill  was  therefore  finally  passed  as  amen- 
ded. 

On  motion  of  the  Provincial  Secretary  the 
amendments  of  the  Council  relative  to  the  mode 
of  electing  the  Mayor  were  not  agreed  to.  He 
stated  that  it  was  understood  that  the  Council 
rather  than  lose  the  Revised  Laws  of  the  city 
were  willing  to  recede  from  their  action  in  this 
matter,  which  was  creating  so  much  excitement 
in  the  city. 

Subsequently  a message  was  received  from  the 
Council  stating  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  bill 
concerning  the  City,  as  finally  amended;  as  also 
to  the  Act  (introduced  and  passed  that  day)  re- 
lative to  the  combination  of  workmen;  and  to 
the  act  providing  for  the  publication  of  the  Con- 
solidated Statutes  with  amendments. 


Prorogation  of  tlie  Legislature. 

At  4 o’clock,  p.  m.,  His  Excellency  Major- 
General  Charles  Hastings  Doyle,  Administrator 
of  the  Government,  etc.,  came  in  state  to  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  being  seated,  the  Gentle- 
man Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  was  sent  to  com- 
mand the  immediate  attendance  of  the  Bouse 
of  Assembly.  The  House  attended  accordingly, 
and  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  give  his  as- 
sent to  a number  of  Bills,  and  to  close  the  Ses- 
sion with  the  following 

S3PKECX35:  a 

Mr.  President,  and  Honorable  Gentlemen  of  the 
Legislative  Council:  . 

Mr.  Speaker , and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Assembly : 

In  relieving  you  from  further  attendance  in 
Parliament,  I am  happy  to  be  able  to  congratu- 
late you  upon  the  large  amount  of  public  busi- 
ness which  has  been  accomplished  during  a pro- 
tracted and  very  laborious  Session. 

The  Consolidation  and  Revision  of  all  the  Ge- 
neral Statutes,  which  have  necessarily  added 
very  much  to  the  work  of  the  Session,  will,  I 
doubt  not,  be  attended  with  benefits  commensu- 
rate with  the  large  amount  of  attention  that  im- 
portant subject  has  received  from  the  Legislature. 
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Mr.  Speaker , and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly : 

I have  to  thank  you  for  the  supplies  you  have 
granted  for  the  public  service.  The  largely  in- 
creased provision  made  for  the  Educational  and 
Road  and  Bridge  services  cannot  fail  to  afford 
much  advantage  and  satisfaction  to  the  country. 

Mr.  President , and  Honorable  Gentlemen  of  the 
Legislative  Council : 

Mr.  Speaker , and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly : 

The  measure  intended  to  advance  the  Educa- 
tional interests  of  the  Country  has  received 
my  ready  assent,  calculated  as  it  is  to  be  of 
inestimable  service  to  ul  classes  of  the  people. 

The  action  of  the  Legislature  touching  the 
proposed  Union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  has 
been  marked  by  a unanimity  which  augurs 
favorably  for  the  future  of  that  great  ques- 
tion. 

The  provision  made  for  the  extension  of  the  ex- 
isting lines  of  railway,  will,  I trust,  result  in 
rendering  the  large  expenditure  already  made  on 
those  works  more  useful  and  productive  than  it 
has  hitherto  been. 

The  act  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an 
Equity  Judge  will,  1 have  reason  to  believe,  ma- 
terially facilitate  the  administration  of  justice, 
an  object  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  whole 
people. 

Among  a great  number  of  measures  of  the  most 
valuable  character,  which  have  been  passed  or 
amended,  during  the  Session  now  about  to  close, 
I may  particularly  refer  to  those  providing  for  the 


Registration  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths  ; 
Marine  Courts  of  Enquiry  ; the  Improvement  of 
Agriculture  ; the  Protection  of  the  River  Fish- 
eries ; the  Administration  of  the  Coal  and  Gold 
Mines  ; the  amendment  of  the  Laws  relating  to 
the  Militia,  and  to  the  Post  Office  and  Revenue 
Departments. 

In  parting  with  you  upon  the  termination  of 
this  first  Session  of  the  present  Parliament*  it  af- 
fords me  no  little  satisfaction  to  know  that  the 
deliberations  of  the  Representatives  of  the  People 
have  been  marked  by  unusual  harmony, — and  I 
fervently  pray,  that  the  same  disposition  to  unite 
in  advancing  the  best  interests  of  this  loyal  pros- 
perous Colony  may  be  exhibited  throughout  every 
section  of  the  Country. 


DIVISION  ON  THE  EQUITY  BILL. 

The  House  then  divided  as  fol  ows  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Equity  Bill : — 

For  the  Second  Reading — John  Campbell, 
Caldwell,  Hatfield,  Pryor,  Kaulback,  Whitman, 
D.  Frazer,  McKay,  Jost,  Allison,  Lawrence, 
King,  Solicitor  General,  Bill,  Tobin,  Hamilton, 
P.  Smyth,  McDonnell,  Donkin,  Miller,  Sle- 
cumb,  McFarlane,  Longley,  Bourinot,  Provin- 
cial Secretary,  J.  Frazer,  Financial  Secretary, 
Shannon,  More,  Hill,  Cowie,  Eobicheau,  Mc- 
Kinnon, Colin  Compbell,  Charles  Campbell,  85. 
Against  it— Heffernan,  Blackwood,  McLellan, 
Locke,  S.  Campbell,  Parker,  Blanchard,  Robert- 
son, Balcom,  Coffin,  Ross,  Archibald  Killam,  13. 

(The  above  properly  belongs  to  page  288, 
but  was  accidently  omitted.) 


v»  Jlr'r  '$,<  .-V 


